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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDING). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 11, 2013. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable GEORGE 
HOLDING to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2013, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall 
debate continue beyond 1:50 p.m. 

f 

FAILED POLICY IN AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, thank you 
very much. 

Last week I was home, and on Satur-
day I had the pleasure to speak to 
about 50 citizens in the Third District 
of North Carolina which I represent. I 
carry this poster with me, Mr. Speaker, 
and I also have a one-page flier. The 
purpose of this is to continue to wake 
up the American people that we are in 
Afghanistan; and unless you have a 

loved one there, you probably don’t 
think about it. That’s human nature. 
It’s not a criticism. But I take this and 
then I give the flier, and it’s got the 
cartoon. 

Mr. Speaker, the cartoon has Karzai 
with a little debit card, and he’s stand-
ing at an ATM machine. At the top it 
says, ‘‘CIA ATM.’’ Karzai says, ‘‘I’m 
just making a quick withdrawal.’’ He’s 
got bags of cash at his feet. Sadly, 
there’s a soldier in the background 
that says, ‘‘I’d like to make a quick 
withdrawal from here.’’ 

Last week we had two American sol-
diers killed and one civilian, and the 
war keeps going on and on. We in Con-
gress act like it’s not happening. I 
don’t understand it. The President has 
signed a bilateral strategic agreement 
with the Afghans that will keep us 
there from 2014 to 2024. We’re spending 
$8 billion a month in Afghanistan. The 
CIA admitted in a New York Times ar-
ticle that they have been giving tens of 
millions of dollars for 10 years to 
Karzai. He’s got to be one of the richest 
men in the world. We keep borrowing 
the money from the Chinese to give 
him money. I do not understand it, and 
I would like to read just a couple of 
points from The New York Times CIA 
article: 

The CIA money, Mr. Karzai told reporters, 
was an easy source of petty cash, and some 
of it was used to pay off the political elite, 
a group dominated by warlords. Mr. Karzai 
said that when he met with the CIA station 
chief, ‘‘I told him because of all these rumors 
in the media, please do not cut all this 
money, because we really need it.’’ 

Well, Mr. Karzai, so do the American 
people. Here we are in Congress cutting 
programs for children and senior citi-
zens, and the Congress has a deaf ear to 
Afghanistan. The bill coming up this 
week from the Armed Services Com-
mittee, which I serve on, will have $85 
billion additional money going to Af-
ghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the Amer-
ican people to show outrage to those of 

us in Congress and say it’s time to 
bring our troops home. It’s time to 
stop wasting lives and limbs and get-
ting money from foreign countries, 
like China, that we have to borrow to 
pay Karzai. 

I do not understand it, Mr. Speaker, 
and I’m pleased to say that the people 
of the Third District of North Carolina, 
the home of Camp Lejeune Marine 
Base—the Wright brothers took the 
first flight from my district—they’re 
tired of this war. They are fed up with 
it, and they see no end to it. 

We in Congress are not meeting our 
constitutional responsibility for over-
sight. When you see the kind of money 
that I just made reference to going to 
this crook in Afghanistan named 
Karzai, there should have been hear-
ings held on that money going to Af-
ghanistan. I understand Benghazi and I 
understand the IRS hearings and these 
other hearings that we’re having, but 
there are no hearings on the waste, 
fraud, and abuse in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, before I yield back, I 
want to first ask God to please bless 
our men and women in uniform. I ask 
God to please bless the families of our 
men and women in uniform. The fami-
lies who’ve given a child dying for free-
dom, God hold them in your arms. And 
God, I ask you to please bless the 
House and Senate that we will do what 
is right in the eyes of God for God’s 
people. I will ask God to bless the 
President of the United States that he 
will do what is right in the eyes of God 
for God’s people. And three times I will 
say from the bottom of my heart, God 
please, God please, God please continue 
to bless America. 

f 

I–5 BRIDGE COLLAPSE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. LARSEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, 5 weeks ago Dan and Sally 
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Sligh packed up their camper and 
headed out on Interstate 5 on the way 
to their favorite campsite in northwest 
Washington State. While crossing a 
bridge over the Skagit River that 
they’d safely crossed many times be-
fore, a large truck ahead of them 
clipped the bridge’s frame above. With-
out warning, and without time to 
react, the pavement under Dan’s pick-
up fell out from underneath them. 
Next, Dan said, ‘‘It was just a white 
flash and cold water.’’ 

Like thousands of my constituents, I 
myself have driven over that bridge 
many times. But now, today, no cars 
are crossing it. Recovery workers have 
been hard at work pulling pieces of 
that bridge, along with Dan’s pickup, 
from the flowing waters of the Skagit 
River and quickly building a replace-
ment span. 

The fact that no one died in this col-
lapse is a blessing, but not all have 
been so lucky. My colleagues will re-
member in 2007 when a bridge spanning 
the Mississippi River in Minneapolis 
crashed during rush hour, killing 13 
people and injuring another 145. 

Today I want to ask my colleagues a 
simple question: Shouldn’t Americans 
be able to drive across a highway 
bridge with the reasonable expectation 
that it will not crumble away from un-
derneath them? 

On Thursday, the Senate Appropria-
tions Transportation Subcommittee 
will hold a hearing on the Skagit River 
bridge collapse. I spoke this morning to 
the Chairman of the National Trans-
portation Safety Board about its inves-
tigation. I’m eager to read their report 
on the incident. But we already know 
that our aging infrastructure should be 
enough to make this Congress act. 

Sixty-seven thousand bridges in our 
country are rated structurally defi-
cient—67,000 bridges. When those 
bridges fall, it isn’t just the unlucky 
few on those bridges who suffer. Whole 
economies that rely on safe and effi-
cient transportation suffer. 

The I–5 bridge over the Skagit River 
doesn’t just connect Burlington and 
Mount Vernon; it connects the entire 
west coast and carries millions of dol-
lars worth of trade between Canada and 
the U.S. Today, that trade is in stop- 
and-go traffic on local roads. 

But here’s the good news: we know 
how to build safe bridges. There are 
thousands of civil engineers devoting 
their lives to building good structures 
that don’t fall down. But we need to 
pay for them. We need to maintain our 
bridges until they are old, and then we 
need to replace them. We can’t keep 
waiting until they crumble into the 
water below. 

President Obama wants to fix it first 
by spending $40 billion on highways, 
bridges, transit systems, and airports 
that are most in need of repair. That’s 
a good start, and Congress should ap-
prove that funding. But if we’re really 
going to do something about our long- 
term transportation needs, this body, 
this Congress, needs to get to work on 

a long-term transportation bill that 
doesn’t just patch our aging roads, but 
invests in an infrastructure that meets 
the needs of America’s 21st century 
economy. We can’t have a big league 
economy with little league infrastruc-
ture. 

Over Memorial Day, more than 31 
million Americans hit the roads. I ask 
my colleagues: Were you among them? 
How many bridges did you drive over? 
How many were structurally deficient? 
If you think your constituents should 
be able to drive over a bridge without 
wondering whether it will crumble be-
neath them, then this Congress must 
act on a long-term transportation bill. 
It’s time to put our money where our 
safety is. 

f 

b 1210 

THE SILENCE OF MUSLIM 
LEADERS IS DEAFENING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. POMPEO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, it’s been 
just under 2 months since the attacks 
in Boston, and in those intervening 
weeks, the silence of Muslim leaders 
has been deafening. And that is sad, 
but perhaps most importantly, it’s dan-
gerous. 

There have now been at least a dozen 
attacks by Muslim terrorists on U.S. 
soil since Ramzi Yousef’s parked rental 
van exploded in the basement of the 
World Trade Center on February 26 of 
1993. Some have caused death and in-
jury, such as the 9/11 attacks in 2001 
and Nidal Hasan’s mass shooting at 
Fort Hood, Texas. 

Other attacks, such as Faisal 
Shahzad’s fizzled Times Square bomb-
ing, or the unsuccessful underwear 
bombing of a flight, were thwarted or 
aborted. 

But yet, fatal or not, all of these at-
tacks were successful in scaring Ameri-
cans, successful in reducing our free-
dom in the most freedom-loving Nation 
on Earth, successful in slowing our 
economy, and successful in dem-
onstrating that an open society can po-
tentially be vulnerable. 

They were, in former Attorney Gen-
eral Mike Mukasey’s words, ‘‘crimes 
that are nonetheless meant to send a 
terrorist message.’’ 

When the most devastating terrorist 
attacks on America in the last 20 years 
come overwhelmingly from people of a 
single faith, and are performed in the 
name of that faith, a special obligation 
falls on those that are the leaders of 
that faith. Instead of responding, si-
lence has made these Islamic leaders 
across America potentially complicit 
in these acts and, more importantly 
still, in those that may well follow. 

If a religion claims to be one of 
peace, Mr. Speaker, its leaders must re-
ject violence that is perpetrated in its 
name. Some clerics today suggest that 
modern jihad is nonviolent, and is only 
about making oneself a better Muslim. 

Perhaps that’s true for moderate Mus-
lims. But extremists seek to revive the 
era when most Islamic clerics under-
stood jihad to be holy war. 

Mr. Speaker, decades of Middle East-
ern oil money have propounded this 
more extreme, violent interpretation 
in mosques around the world. Less than 
2 months after the 9/11 atrocities, an 
Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood preach-
er, who is probably the most influen-
tial Sunni cleric today, declared sui-
cide bombing to be legitimate. He said, 
‘‘these are heroic commando and mar-
tyrdom attacks and should not be 
called suicide.’’ 

So what is it that these Islamic lead-
ers must say? 

First, that there is never any jus-
tification for terrorism. No political 
goal legitimizes terrorism. Terrorism 
is never excusable as resistance. Imams 
must state unequivocally that terror-
ists’ actions, killing and maiming, 
sully Islam. 

They must also publicly and repeat-
edly denounce radical clerics who seek 
to justify terrorism. There is a battle 
of interpretation within Islam. It’s not 
enough to deny responsibility by say-
ing one’s own interpretation doesn’t 
support terrorism. Moderate imams 
must strive to ensure that no Muslim 
finds solace for terrorism in the Koran. 
They must cite the Koran as evidence 
that the murder of innocents is not 
permitted by good, believing Muslims, 
and must immediately refute all 
claims to the contrary. 

Finally, Muslim leaders must say 
that there is no room for militant 
Islamism in the religion of peace. 
These statements must be made pub-
licly, frequently and in the mosques, 
yes, in the mosques and in the 
madrassas, where many learn their Is-
lamic religion. 

You know, we have to call evil by its 
name in order to stamp it out. 
Downplaying atrocities and rampages 
ensures more of them. Every Muslim 
leader must unequivocally proclaim 
that terror committed in the name of 
Islam violates the core tenets of the 
Prophet Mohammed, and they must do 
so repeatedly, period. 

My own faith has occasionally been 
hijacked in the name of violence and 
cruelty, including in Kansas, my home 
State, by Fred Phelps and his Westboro 
Baptist Church. In response, hundreds 
of Protestant ministers preach that 
Mr. Phelps’ actions violate the most 
fundamental Christian traditions, and 
they have denounced him and his 
church’s evil acts. 

Pope John Paul II similarly apolo-
gized, in 2000, for the Catholic Church’s 
failure to do more to speak out against 
the evils of Nazism, and to protect 
Jews from the Holocaust. 

Just as these religious leaders have 
called up those who have killed and 
acted brutally in the name of their 
faith, so too must Muslim religious 
leaders refute terrorist theology. 

We’re now 2 decades into Islamic 
radicals attacking Americans on U.S. 
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soil. I know that not every Muslim sup-
ports these actions. Dr. Zuhdi Jasser of 
the American Islamic Forum for De-
mocracy has spoken out in a clear and 
consistent way. So has Zainab al- 
Suwaij of the American Islamic Con-
gress. 

But the silence in the face of extre-
mism coming from the best-funded Is-
lamic advocacy organizations and 
many mosques across America is abso-
lutely deafening. It casts doubt upon 
the commitment to peace by adherents 
of the Muslim faith. This is utterly un-
acceptable, it is dangerous, it must 
end. 

f 

CHANGE THE NAME OF THE NA-
TIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE’S 
WASHINGTON FOOTBALL FRAN-
CHISE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to decry the disparaging 
name of the National Football 
League’s Washington, D.C., franchise, 
the Redskins, which I will refer to as 
the ‘‘R-word.’’ For decades, Native 
American leaders and organizations 
have advocated for an end to the use of 
the ‘‘R-word’’ as the Washington fran-
chise’s ‘‘brand’’ because it is deroga-
tory, it is demeaning, and patently of-
fensive. 

Recently, 10 of our colleagues ex-
plained the violent history and dispar-
aging nature of the ‘‘R-word’’ in a let-
ter to Mr. Roger Goodell, commissioner 
of the NFL. In what can only be 
deemed as an insensitive and ignorant 
response, Mr. Goodell justifies the 
Washington franchise’s name by claim-
ing that neither the intent nor the use 
of the name was ever meant to deni-
grate American Indians. Then, in a 
dismissive manner, Mr. Goodell further 
declares that the ‘‘R-word’’ has a posi-
tive meaning and represents many 
positive attributes. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleague, the 
gentlewoman from Minnesota, a co-
chair of the Congressional Native 
American Caucus, Congresswoman 
BETTY MCCOLLUM, who states that Mr. 
Goodell’s letter ‘‘is another attempt to 
justify a racial slur on behalf of Mr. 
Dan Snyder,’’ owner of the Washington 
franchise, ‘‘and other NFL owners who 
appear to be only concerned with earn-
ing ever-larger profits, even if it means 
exploiting a racist stereotype of Native 
Americans. For the head of a multibil-
lion-dollar sports league to embrace 
the twisted logic that ‘Redskin’ actu-
ally stands for strength, courage, pride 
and respect is a statement of absurd-
ity,’’ and a total lack of appreciation of 
the culture of the Native American 
community. 

I also join, Mr. Speaker, my col-
league, the gentleman from Oklahoma, 
the cochair of the Congressional Native 
American Caucus, my dear friend and 
colleague, a member of the Chickasaw 

Nation of Oklahoma, Congressman TOM 
COLE, when he says: 

This is the 21st century. This is the capital 
of political correctness on the planet. It is 
very, very, very offensive. This isn’t like 
warriors or chiefs. It’s not a term of respect, 
and it’s needlessly offensive to a large part 
of our population. They just don’t happen to 
live around Washington, D.C. 

I also join, Mr. Speaker, my col-
league, the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Representative EL-
EANOR HOLMES NORTON, who states that 
Mr. Snyder ‘‘is a man who has shown 
sensibilities based on his own ethnic 
identity, yet who refuses to recognize 
the sensibilities of American Indians.’’ 

And I could not agree more, Mr. 
Speaker, with the gentlelady from the 
District of Columbia that Mr. Snyder, 
more than any of the owners of these 
NFL clubs, needs to show greater sensi-
tivity towards our Native American 
community. In fact, I commend Mr. 
Snyder for building the third most ex-
pensive football franchise within the 
NFL, at well over $1.6 billion, as part of 
our free and open market system in the 
field of sports. 

But, Mr. Speaker, why are we allow-
ing this to be done on the sweat, the 
tears, and the suffering of Native 
American Indians? 

Recently, in an interview in the USA 
Today newspaper, Mr. Snyder defiantly 
stated, ‘‘We’ll never change the name. 
It’s that simple. Never. You can use 
caps.’’ 

Such arrogance is wholly incon-
sistent with the National Football 
League’s fundamental diversity policy, 
which states: 

Diversity is critically important to the 
NFL. It is a cultural and organizational im-
perative about dignity, respect, inclusion 
and opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, it is critically impor-
tant that the NFL promotes its com-
mitment to diversity and uphold its 
moral responsibility to disavow the 
uses of racial slurs. The use of the ‘‘R- 
word’’ is especially harmful to Native 
American youth, tending to lower their 
sense of dignity and self-esteem. It also 
diminishes feelings of community 
worth among Native American tribes 
and dampens the aspirations of their 
people. 

b 1220 
Whether good intentioned or not, the 

‘‘R-word’’ is a racial slur akin to the 
‘‘N-word’’ among African Americans or 
the ‘‘W-word’’ among Latin Americans. 
America would not stand for a team 
called the ‘‘Blackskins’’ or the 
‘‘Yellowskins.’’ Such offensive terms or 
words would no doubt draw widespread 
disapproval among the National Foot-
ball League’s fan base. And yet cov-
erage by our national media and spon-
sors of Washington’s football franchise 
profit from a term that is equally dis-
paraging to Native Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, so that the public may 
better understand and be more in-
formed, I want to share with my col-
leagues the history and the real origin 
of how the word ‘‘redskin’’ came about. 

Mr. Speaker, origin of the ‘‘R-word’’ as com-
monly attributed to the historical practice of 
trading Native American Indian skins and body 
parts as bounties and trophies. For example, 
in 1749, the British bounty on the Mi’kmaq Na-
tion of what is now Maine and Nova Scotia, 
was a straightforward ‘‘ten Guineas for every 
Indian Micmac taken or killed, to be paid upon 
producing such Savage taken or his scalp.’’ 

Just as devastating was the Phips Procla-
mation, issued in 1755 by Spencer Phips, 
Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief 
of the Massachusetts Bay Province, who 
called for the wholesale extermination of the 
Penobscot Indian Nation. The Phips Procla-
mation declared the Penobscot to be ‘‘En-
emies, Rebells, and Traitors to his Majesty 
King George the Second,’’ and required those 
residing in the province to ‘‘Embrace all oppor-
tunities of pursuing, captivating, killing, and 
Destroying all and every of the aforesaid Indi-
ans.’’ 

By vote of the General Court of the Prov-
ince, white settlers were paid out of the public 
treasury for killing and scalping the Penobscot 
people. The bounty for a male Penobscot In-
dian above the age of 12 was 50 pounds, and 
his scalp was worth 40 pounds. The bounty 
for a female Penobscot Indian of any age and 
for males under the age of 12 was 25 pounds, 
while their scalps were worth 20 pounds. His-
torical accounts show that these scalps were 
called ‘‘redskins.’’ 

The current Chairman and Chief of the Pe-
nobscot Nation, Chief Kirk Francis, recently 
declared in a joint statement that the ‘‘R-word’’ 
is ‘‘not just a racial slur or a derogatory term,’’ 
but a painful ‘‘reminder of one of the most 
gruesome acts of . . . ethnic cleansing ever 
committed against the Penobscot people.’’ 
The hunting and killing of Penobscot Indians, 
as stated by Chief Francis, was ‘‘a most des-
picable and disgraceful act of genocide.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, in an attempt to correct the 
long-standing usage of the ‘‘R-word,’’ I and 
several Members of this House introduced the 
bill H.R. 1278, the Non-Disparagement of Na-
tive American Persons or Peoples in Trade-
mark Registration Act of 2013. This bill would 
cancel the federal registrations of trademarks 
using the word ‘‘redskin’’ in reference to Na-
tive Americans. The Trademark Act of 1946— 
more commonly known as the Lanham Act— 
requires that the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office (PTO) not register any trademark that 
‘‘[c]onsists of or comprises . . . matter which 
may disparage . . . persons, living or dead 
. . . or bring them into contempt, or disre-
pute.’’ 15 U.S.C. § 1502(a). 

Native American tribes have a treaty, trust 
and special relationship with the United 
States. Because of the duty of care owed to 
the Native American people by the Federal 
Government, it is incumbent upon us to en-
sure that the Lanham Act is strictly enforced in 
order to safeguard Indian tribes and citizens 
from racially disparaging federal trademarks. 

Accordingly, the Patent and Trademark Of-
fice has rejected applications submitted by the 
Washington franchise for trademarks which 
proposed to use the ‘‘R-word’’—three times in 
1996 and once in 2002. The PTO denied the 
applications on grounds that the ‘‘R-word’’ is a 
racial slur that disparages Native Americans. 

In 1992, seven prominent Native American 
leaders petitioned the Trademark Trial and Ap-
peal Board (TTAB) to cancel the federal reg-
istrations for six trademarks using the ‘‘R- 
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word.’’ The TTAB in 1999 ruled that the ‘‘R- 
word’’ may, in fact, disparage American Indi-
ans, and cancelled the registrations. On ap-
peal, a federal court reversed the TTAB’s de-
cision, holding that the petitioners waited too 
long after coming of age to file their petition. 
A new group of young Native Americans peti-
tioned the TTAB to cancel the registrations of 
the offending trademarks in 2006. The TTAB 
held a hearing on March 7, 2013. A final deci-
sion is pending. 

I deeply regret that there are those who out 
of ignorance argue that the ‘‘R-word’’ is not 
disparaging towards Native Americans. How-
ever, over the course of my tenure as a Con-
gressman, as a member of the Subcommittee 
on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs, and as a 
member of the Congressional Native American 
Caucus, I have received an increasing number 
of calls and letters from both Native American 
and non-native individuals, tribes, and organi-
zations who abhor this denigrating term. Mr. 
Speaker, today I stand before you to respond 
to the call of our Native American brothers 
and sisters who plead for justice and for Con-
gress to act by passing this proposed bill. 

H.R. 1278 is supported by a number of 
major Native American organizations, includ-
ing the National Congress of American Indi-
ans, the National Indian Education Associa-
tion, the Native American Indian Housing 
Council, the Native American Rights Fund, 
and the Native American Finance Officers As-
sociation, to name a few. In a recent letter to 
the cosponsors of this bill, the National Con-
gress of American Indians—the oldest, largest 
and most representative American Indian and 
Alaska Native organization serving tribal gov-
ernments and communities—stated that H.R. 
1278 ‘‘will accomplish what Native American 
people, nations, and organizations have tried 
to do in the courts for almost twenty years— 
end the racist epithet that has served as the 
[name] of Washington’s pro football franchise 
for far too long.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, despite the Native American 
community’s best efforts before administrative 
agencies and the courts, the ‘‘R-word’’ re-
mains a federally registered trademark. It has 
been well over twenty years and this matter is 
still before the courts. This injustice is the re-
sult of negligence and a cavalier attitude dem-
onstrated by an administrative agency charged 
with the responsibility of not allowing racist or 
derogatory terms to be registered as trade-
marks. Since the Federal Government made 
the mistake in registering the disparaging 
trademark, it is now up to Congress to correct 
it. 
[News Statement For Immediate Release— 

March 17, 2013] 
NARF APPLAUDS SPONSORS OF PROPOSED 

LEGISLATION TO CURTAIL OFFENSIVE ‘‘RED-
SKIN’’ TRADEMARK 

(Native American Rights Fund) 
BOULDER, CO.—The Native American 

Rights Fund (NARF) fully supports introduc-
tion of a new landmark bill in the U.S. House 
of Representatives that would amend the 
Trademark Act of 1946 regarding the dispar-
agement of Native Americans through marks 
that use the term ‘‘redskin.’’ 

NARF commends Rep. Faleomavaega and 
all the original sponsors of this important 
bill, which sends a clear signal that some 
members of Congress do not take anti-Native 
stereotyping and discrimination lightly. 
These Representatives now join Native 
American nations, organizations and people 

who have lost patience with the intran-
sigence of the Washington pro football fran-
chise in holding on to the indefensible—a ra-
cial epithet masquerading as a team name. 

NARF also commends all those individuals 
in the on-going Harjo and Blackhorse pro-
ceedings in federal agencies and courts for 
their tireless advocacy attempting in right-
ing this wrong. While these cases have yet to 
succeed, they have provided the springboard 
for legislative efforts like the new bill. 

For over 20 years NARF has been involved 
in the cases, attempting to accomplish what 
this bill, if enacted, would do. NARF rep-
resented the National Congress of American 
Indians (NCAI), the National Indian Edu-
cation Association (NIEA), the National In-
dian Youth Council (NIYC), and the Tulsa In-
dian Coalition Against Racism (TICAR) as 
amici curiae in Harjo et al v. Pro Football, 
Inc. NARF also organized amici briefs in sup-
port of the Native petition for Supreme 
Court review, including one by a broad range 
of Native nations and organizations, and oth-
ers by law professors, psychology professors 
and social justice advocacy groups. 

NARF NCAI, NIEA NIYC, TICAR and other 
major Native American organizations all 
have raised concerns regarding race-based 
stereotyping and behaviors in sports, par-
ticularly the racially derogatory name and 
logo of the ‘‘Washington Redskins’’ profes-
sional football organization. Such concerns 
have been expressed through numerous com-
munications, public statements, and meet-
ings, including a 1972 meeting with then 
Washington Redskins president Edward Ben-
nett Williams, after which no team owner 
ever met with Native people opposing the 
name. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office reg-
istered six trademarks between 1967 and 1990 
that consist of racially derogatory and dis-
paraging material, which opens Native 
Americans to contempt and public ridicule 
in violation of Section 2(a) of the Lanham 
Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1052(a). While there is enor-
mous uplifting good in the human spirit, rac-
ism is the dark side of humanity that has 
caused much suffering among our diverse 
human family. Section 1052(a) wisely recog-
nizes that one basic manifestation of preju-
dice, discrimination, or racism is the use of 
racially derogatory names, caricatures, or 
stereotypes that disparage peoples and per-
sons and hold them up to contempt and ridi-
cule; and this statute safeguards citizens 
through the registration of such trademarks. 

In ruling unanimously in the Harjo case to 
cancel the ‘‘Redskins’’ trademarks, the PTO 
Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB) 
admitted that the six existing trademark li-
censes should not have been approved. That 
ruling was overturned on a technicality, 
laches, which was interpreted to mean that 
the plaintiffs waited too long after turning 
18 to file suit. The current Blackhorse case is 
identical, except that the plaintiffs filed 
when they were 18 to 24. In a recent hearing 
before the PTO TTAB, the Washington fran-
chise argued that even these young plaintiffs 
waited too long and should have filed on the 
day they turned 18. In addition to this ongo-
ing trademark cancelation case, Native peo-
ple have filed Letters of Protest with the 
PTO to stop new requests for trademark li-
censes for the same disparaging name. 

Should this legislation be enacted, it would 
provide justice to the plaintiffs and 
protestors in these cases, would free the PTO 
to automatically deny federal protection for 
this disparagement, and would spare present 
and future Native American peoples and per-
sons from suffering public humiliation and 
discrimination from the name of the team in 
the nation’s capitol. 

Native nations and citizens have a treaty, 
trust and special relationship with the 

United States, and rely on the federal gov-
ernment more than any other segment of so-
ciety to make certain that its actions do no 
harm. Because of the duty of care owed to 
Indian tribes and people by the Department 
of Commerce, it is incumbent upon them to 
strictly enforce the provisions of 15 U.S.C. 
§ 1052(a), in order to safeguard Indian tribes 
and citizens from racially or culturally dis-
paraging federal trademarks. They are re-
quired by law to assess the issues in light of 
its federal Indian trust relationship and as-
sociated fiduciary duties to protect Indians 
and Indian culture from degrading federal 
trade ark registrations. That trust relation-
ship encompasses an affirmative duty on be-
half of the Department of Commerce and the 
PTO TTAB to protect tribal culture and 
safeguard Native Americans from racism in 
sports conducted under color of federal law. 

Founded in 1970, the Native American 
Rights Fund (NARF) is the oldest and largest 
nonprofit law firm dedicated to asserting and 
defending the rights of Indian tribes, organi-
zations and individuals nationwide. NARF’s 
practice is concentrated in five key areas: 
the preservation of tribal existence; the pro-
tection of tribal natural resources; the pro-
motion of Native American human rights; 
the accountability of governments to Native 
Americans; and the development of Indian 
law and educating the public about Indian 
rights, laws, and issues. 

NCAI is the oldest and largest national 
intertribal organization of American Indian 
and Alaskan tribal governments and individ-
uals. NCAI represents more than two hun-
dred fifty (250) tribes, nations, pueblos and 
Alaska Native villages with a combined en-
rollment of over 1.2 million Native people. 
Indian tribal governments are the duly elect-
ed or appointed political entities of Indian 
tribes that are legally responsible for pro-
tecting the well-being of their citizens. Es-
tablished in 1944, NCAI provides an organiza-
tional umbrella for America’s Indian tribes 
to develop and advocate tribal positions on 
issues of fundamental importance to Indian 
tribes, communities and peoples across the 
country. 

NIEA is the oldest and largest national In-
dian education organization founded in 1969 
as an educational service organization to 
provide national advocacy and assistance for 
its membership on issues affecting the edu-
cation of Native American youth. NIEA’s 
membership consists of over 2,800 Native 
American students, educators, parents and 
representatives of tribal governments and 
school boards. NIEA also provides a national 
forum each year at its annual convention for 
its membership as the largest convocation 
on Indian education in the United States to 
focus on important issues in Indian edu-
cation. On behalf of its membership, NIEA is 
deeply concerned about racism in sports and 
the issues raised in this case. Racially derog-
atory terms, stereotypes and caricatures 
promoted to millions of Americans each year 
through professional sports can have nega-
tive impacts upon Native American school 
children and hold them up to public con-
tempt or ridicule. In particular, NIEA is 
deeply concerned about the impacts that 
negative images portrayed by Registrant’s 
‘‘redskins’’ trademarks have upon Native 
American school children. 

NIYC is the oldest and largest national or-
ganization addressing the issues of concern 
to American Indian and Alaska Native 
youth. Founded in 1961, the NIYC has been in 
the forefront of issues involving discrimina-
tion against Native Americans at the voting 
place, in housing, in representation on 
school boards, in political and educational 
districting and in employment, and has 
championed and litigated in each of these 
areas. The NIYC has long been concerned 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:58 Jun 12, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A11JN7.002 H11JNPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
4S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3261 June 11, 2013 
about discrimination against Native Ameri-
cans conducted under color of federal and 
state law. NIYC has long been concerned 
about racism and derogatory stereotypes in 
sports. For example, the NIYC Chapter at 
the University of Oklahoma was responsible 
for the 1970 removal of the racially offensive 
football mascot, ‘‘Little Red.’’ NIYC is deep-
ly concerned about the issues in this case as 
racism in sports adversely effects all Native 
Americans, including youth. 

TICAR is a broad-based coalition founded 
by American Indians from the 39 Indian Na-
tions in Oklahoma. TICAR works closely 
with Indian Nations and Native and non-Na-
tive social justice, religious, civil rights, and 
educational organizations. TICAR was orga-
nized around the issue of eliminating the 
‘‘Redskins’’ name and images from the pub-
lic schools in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and supports 
similar efforts statewide and nationwide, as 
well as efforts to end the use of racial stereo-
types in sports generally. 

NATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
AMERICAN INDIANS, 

Washington, DC, March 21, 2013. 
Hon. ENI FALEOMAVAEGA, House of Rep-

resentatives, Washington DC. 
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE FALEOMAVAEGA: On 

behalf of the National Congress of American 
Indians (NCAI), the nation’s oldest and larg-
est tribal government advocacy organization 
in the country, we applaud you for spon-
soring the ‘‘Non-Disparagement of Native 
American Persons or People in Trademark 
Registration Act of 2013’’. This legislation 
will accomplish what Native American peo-
ple, nations, and organizations have tried to 
do in the courts for almost twenty years— 
end the racist epithet that has served as the 
mascot of Washington’s pro football fran-
chise for far too long. 

The NCAI membership has been an active 
part of ending these types of derogatory 
stereotypes for several decades. The NCAI 
was one of many native and non-native orga-
nizations in support of the original court 
cases on this matter, Harjo et al v. Pro Foot-
ball, Inc., and we support the current case, 
Blackhorse et al v. Pro Football, Inc. to can-
cel existing trademarks. 

We are proud of all our people who struggle 
for dignity and fight against stereotypes, in-
cluding Native and non-Native students, 
families, teachers, and others who have 
worked together to retire over 2,000 ‘‘Indian’’ 
names, logos, mascots, and behaviors in 
schools across the land. The use of Native 
Peoples as mascots is offensive and unjustifi-
able. We will continue to call for an end to 
this practice until the remaining stereotypes 
are gone from the American landscape. 

Thank you and your co-sponsors for your 
leadership and courage in introducing this 
important legislation. If you have any ques-
tions regarding this matter, please contact 
me or the NCAI Deputy Director, Robert 
Holden, at the National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians. 

Respectfully, 
JEFFERSON KEEL, 

President. 

f 

SUMMER OF SURVEILLANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker: 
The administration puts forward a false 

choice between the liberties we cherish and 
the security we provide. No more illegal 
wiretapping of citizens. No more ignoring 
the law when it is convenient. That is not 
who we are. That is not what is necessary to 

defeat the terrorists. We will again set an ex-
ample for the world that the law is not sub-
ject to the whims of stubborn rulers and that 
justice is not arbitrary. This administration 
acts like violating civil liberties is the way 
to enhance our security. It’s not. 

Mr. Speaker, that was candidate 
Obama in the year 2007 when he was at-
tacking another administration, but 
that was then and this is now. How 
times have changed. Flash forward to 
the summer of 2013, the Summer of 
Surveillance. The Department of Jus-
tice seized information from 20 dif-
ferent Associated Press phone lines. 
The Department of Justice seized 
phone records of FOXNews reporter 
James Rosen, his parents, and several 
FOXNews phone lines. 

The NSA, which I call the National 
Surveillance Agency, seized from 
Verizon Business Network Services 
millions of telephone records, includ-
ing the location, numbers, and time of 
domestic calls. Thursday, we learned 
about another secret government pro-
gram called PRISM that allows the 
NSA to search photos, emails, and doc-
uments from computers at Apple, 
Google, and Microsoft, among many 
other Internet sources. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
have lost trust in this government. Do 
you think? The government spooks are 
drunk on power, and it’s time for Con-
gress to intervene to prevent the inva-
sion of privacy by government against 
the citizens. 

The administration says its snooping 
activities are lawful. Well, not so fast. 
Let’s start with the PATRIOT Act, 
which needs to be reviewed, but let’s 
look at it as it now stands. The PA-
TRIOT Act requires ‘‘a statement of 
facts showing that there are reasonable 
grounds to believe that the tangible 
things sought are relevant to foreign 
intelligence, international terrorism or 
espionage investigation.’’ 

I see no way that the National Sur-
veillance Agency could be lawfully con-
ducting such a widespread and intru-
sive fishing expedition based on the 
PATRIOT Act or FISA. They’re sup-
posed to be justifying each individual 
search based on lawful grounds, not 
snooping, prying, and spying through 
tons of data hoping to find a hit on 
some bad guy. In other words, the gov-
ernment should only be able to collect 
phone records with a court order for 
someone they have reasonable sus-
picion to be connected with a terrorist. 
Government cannot use a Soviet-style 
dragnet approach hoping to catch a big 
fish while also catching the endangered 
species of freedom. 

What the PATRIOT Act does not 
allow is widespread, warrantless inva-
sions of privacy where government 
blindly snoops around looking for some 
mischief. But the government claims it 
got some bad guys—two or three ter-
rorists, it says. Well, if so, show us the 
cases. Those cases should be public if 
charges were filed. But that still 
doesn’t justify the invasion of privacy. 

Let me continue. The administration 
could also be seizing emails of citizens 

over 6 months old without a warrant in 
its snooping frenzy. Unfortunately, the 
law allows this to occur. This needs to 
be changed. 

Representative ZOE LOFGREN and I 
are trying to fix that with legislation 
to reform the outdated Electronic 
Communications Privacy Act by re-
quiring a warrant for government to 
search and seize emails. Such a basic 
constitutional requirement should be 
made the law when government wants 
to arbitrarily take people’s emails. 

The bullying and badgering of the 
Fourth Amendment must cease. The 
Federal Government tries to scare the 
citizens and arbitrarily redlines the 
Fourth Amendment. 

Mr. Speaker, technology may have 
changed over the years, but the Con-
stitution just does not. We can have se-
curity, but not at the cost of losing in-
dividual freedom because to quote the 
constitutional law professor, there 
should be no ‘‘choice between the lib-
erties we cherish and the security we 
provide.’’ 

But the Summer of Surveillance con-
tinues. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 25 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

As the days grow warmer throughout 
our land, major legislative issues loom 
with the potential of warmer debate 
and disagreement. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House with the graces they need to en-
gage one another as colleagues of the 
113th Congress, entrusted by America’s 
citizens to forge solutions to the major 
issues facing our time, be they in agri-
culture, immigration, or areas of na-
tional security. 

Grant to each an extra measure of 
wisdom and magnanimity, that all 
might work together for a better fu-
ture for our great Nation. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
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last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

IGNORING BROKEN POLICIES IS 
NOT AN OPTION 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, broken 
Washington policies are making it 
harder for families in this country to 
find good work and plan for the future. 
Outdated laws and regulations, the 
Federal overhaul of personal health 
care through ObamaCare, and energy 
policies that tie the hands of small 
businesses stand directly opposed to 
job creation, affordable living, and eco-
nomic growth. 

We hear of these sad effects every 
day, and we’ve been warned, by the 
unlikeliest sources, of a coming Wash-
ington train wreck. Thus, we have a re-
sponsibility to remove these Wash-
ington barriers. 

The House of Representatives has 
acted to expand energy production 
through the Keystone pipeline and gen-
erate new American jobs. We have 
acted to keep student loan interest 
rates from doubling. We have voted to 
stop ObamaCare from increasing fam-
ily health insurance premium costs. 

But our actions on behalf of jobs and 
family savings have been met by Sen-
ate inaction. Ignoring broken policies 
is not an option, not when jobs are at 
stake. 

f 

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
MILLBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate the town of Millbury, 
Massachusetts, on their 200th anniver-
sary. 

Millbury has grown tremendously 
since its inception in 1813 as a small 
New England mill town. To celebrate 
their bicentennial, the people of 
Millbury have come together to facili-
tate a series of community events to 
honor this historic day. 

Millbury’s rich history can be traced 
back to the 18th century when John 
Singletary built the oldest continu-
ously running mill in the United 
States. The historic Blackstone River 

powered the mill and helped propel the 
town into the Industrial Revolution as 
a leading textile producer. 

Millbury’s significance is further 
demonstrated as the historic childhood 
summer home of President William 
Howard Taft. President Taft even cele-
brated alongside of residents as they 
rang in their first 100 years. 

Continuing with tradition, Millbury 
celebrated this occasion with a period 
ball and is looking forward to the pa-
rade this weekend. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the town 
of Millbury on their 200th anniversary. 
May this great American town con-
tinue to celebrate its rich history for 
years and years and years to come. 

f 

GLOBAL WARMING 
(Mr. BRIDENSTINE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. Mr. Speaker, 
global temperatures stopped rising 10 
years ago. Global temperature changes, 
when they exist, correlate with Sun 
output and ocean cycles. 

During the Medieval Warm Period 
from 800 to 1300 A.D.—long before cars, 
power plants, or the Industrial Revolu-
tion—temperatures were warmer than 
today. During the Little Ice Age from 
1300 to 1900 A.D., temperatures were 
cooler. Neither of these periods were 
caused by any human activity. 

Even climate change alarmists admit 
that the number of hurricanes hitting 
the U.S. and the number of tornado 
touchdowns have been on a slow de-
cline for over 100 years. 

But here’s what we absolutely know. 
We know that Oklahoma will have tor-
nadoes when the cold jet stream meets 
the warm gulf air. And we also know 
that this President spends 30 times as 
much money on global warming re-
search as he does on weather fore-
casting and warning. 

For this gross misallocation, the peo-
ple of Oklahoma are ready to accept 
the President’s apology, and I intend to 
submit legislation to fix this. 

f 

STUDENT LOAN RELIEF ACT 
(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, in 19 
days, unless Congress acts, the sub-
sidized Stafford student loan program 
interest rate is going to double from 3.4 
percent to 6.8 percent. Six years ago, 
we cut that rate from 6.8 percent to 3.4 
percent. 

So far, the House Republican major-
ity has issued a bill which the Congres-
sional Budget Office yesterday deter-
mined would actually be worse than if 
we did nothing and allowed the rate to 
double to 6.8 percent. It would add $4 
billion in added higher interest rate 
costs to students. The Senate Repub-
lican bill would add $16 billion in inter-
est costs, from the Congressional Budg-
et Office. 

It is obvious what we must do. We 
must pass H.R. 1595, my bill, which has 
150 cosponsors, and extend the lower 
rate of 3.4 percent. It obtained 51 votes 
in the Senate. Last time I checked, 
that’s a majority. 

It’s time to stand up for college stu-
dents and families all across America, 
protect the lower interest rates, and 
get off this kick that a variable rate 
somehow is a solution to the problem. 
CBO told us yesterday it’s not. It’s 
worse than doing nothing. 

f 

SECRETARY SEBELIUS CONTINUES 
TO VIOLATE CONGRESS 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, last 
month, it was learned that the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, 
Kathleen Sebelius, has been calling ex-
ecutives from private groups asking 
them to fund the Affordable Care Act 
by donating money to a private organi-
zation called Enroll America. Her ac-
tions then were questionable and have 
left us to wonder what the Secretary is 
promising executives in exchange for 
their support. 

Last Tuesday, Secretary Sebelius dis-
closed that she solicited three addi-
tional companies, all of which provide 
services regulated by her agency: a 
drug maker, Johnson & Johnson; a 
health care system, Ascension Health; 
and a health insurance provider, Kaiser 
Permanente. 

And so it begs the question: How far 
will this administration go to promote 
their flawed takeover of the country’s 
health care? 

Agencies that have already been en-
grossed in scandal, like the IRS, will be 
directly administering major provi-
sions of the Affordable Care Act. Along 
with them, the Department of Home-
land Security, the Department of 
Labor, and the Treasury, these agen-
cies will be involved in sharing and 
tracking consumer information to im-
plement the President’s law. 

Do you really want to entrust this 
administration with the responsibility 
of controlling your health care and 
controlling your health care informa-
tion? 

f 

STOPPING GOVERNMENT ABUSE 
OF TAXPAYER INFORMATION ACT 
(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, we are 
all familiar with the recent IRS scan-
dal involving the agency targeting con-
servative groups. As if this institu-
tional arrogance wasn’t troubling 
enough, the IRS will soon become the 
primary enforcer of ObamaCare. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to support 
legislation introduced by my friend 
from Tennessee, Congresswoman DIANE 
BLACK. H.R. 2022, the Stopping Govern-
ment Abuse of Taxpayer Information 
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Act, would stop the implementation 
and enforcement of ObamaCare and 
force government agencies associated 
with Federal Data Services to certify 
that the American people’s private in-
formation is not being exploited for 
targeting based on political beliefs. 

Oversight, Mr. Speaker, is an impor-
tant function of Congress, and we 
should ensure that the American peo-
ple’s right to privacy and political free-
dom are protected. 

I thank the gentlewoman from Ten-
nessee for introducing this important 
bill. It’s time we demand account-
ability from the IRS and prevent them 
from further intruding on the rights of 
American taxpayers. 

f 

b 1410 

MEDICARE AUDIOLOGY SERVICES 
ENHANCEMENT ACT 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to offer solutions for seniors who 
are hard of hearing. 

Under current Medicare rules, seniors 
are unable to visit the audiologists of 
their choice due to a payment struc-
ture that classifies these specialists 
differently based on their locations. 
Even though they offer the same care, 
an in-practice audiologist for an ENT 
can bill services directly to Medicare 
under the ENT’s provider number. 
However, if the patient is referred to 
an independent audiologist, he cannot 
bill these services directly. 

The Medicare Audiology Services En-
hancement Act, which I will introduce 
this week, will end this inequity and 
allow independent audiologists to di-
rectly bill Medicare—expanding access 
to care for our seniors. 

The American Speech-Language- 
Hearing Association and ENT physi-
cians across the country have already 
expressed support. I urge my colleagues 
to sign on to this good piece of legisla-
tion. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO FORMER U.S. REP-
RESENTATIVE BARBARA VUCAN-
OVICH 

(Mr. AMODEI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a true ambassador 
of the Silver State, Congresswoman 
Barbara Vucanovich, who was the first 
person to hold the Second Congres-
sional District seat from Nevada and 
who died yesterday, peacefully, after a 
brief illness. She was 91 years old. 

She was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives in the same year that 
HARRY REID—a name that may be fa-
miliar to some in this part of the build-
ing—was also elected to the House of 
Representatives from Nevada. She 
served 14 years, which is the second- 
longest tenure of any Member of Con-
gress from the State of Nevada. 

A champion of rural constituents, 
concerned with mining, grazing, and 
water issues, it might also interest you 
to know that she was a national leader 
on the issues of the early detection and 
treatment of breast cancer and of the 
repeal of the 55-mile-an-hour speed 
limit. She was also the lady who led 
the fight in the House to create the 
only national park created in the lower 
48 States during the Reagan adminis-
tration—the Great Basin National 
Park in Nevada. 

She was most notably, though, not 
only the dean of the Second Congres-
sional District, but she was also some-
body who set the standard by which we 
can all learn, Mr. Speaker, and that is 
this: it was never about Barbara 
Vucanovich when she served in these 
Halls; it was about the people who gave 
her the job. She embodied public serv-
ice and humility. 

For that, Godspeed, Barbara. We wish 
you well, and thank you for a life well 
lived and for serving the people of the 
Silver State. 

f 

AMERICANS DESERVE BETTER 

(Mr. FARENTHOLD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today because Americans deserve 
better. 

We deserve the American Dream that 
our parents and grandparents lived. We 
deserve a government that wants to 
help us succeed with a fair chance and 
a level playing field for everyone. 

We deserve a government that 
doesn’t stifle innovation and success 
with crushing regulations. We need a 
government that doesn’t decide who 
lives and who dies with a massive Fed-
eral health care bureaucracy. We de-
serve a government that is fair and 
honest and doesn’t spy on us. We de-
serve a government of the people, for 
the people, and by the people, not one 
that targets people based on their po-
litical beliefs and snoops through our 
phone records and emails and is too big 
and powerful to be held accountable. 

Americans want a strong economy so 
they can have better lives for them-
selves and better lives for their fami-
lies. 

My Republican colleagues and I will 
continue to push for solutions that 
strengthen economic growth, protect 
the freedoms and liberties that our 
forefathers fought for and those 
unalienable rights with which we are 
endowed by our Creator—life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 7, 2013. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 
2702, I hereby reappoint as a member of the 
Advisory Committee on the Records of Con-
gress the following person: Dr. Sharon Leon, 
Fairfax, Virginia. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 14 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1705 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. RIBBLE) at 5 o’clock and 5 
minutes p.m. 

f 

PERMISSION TO FILE SUPPLE-
MENTAL REPORT ON H.R. 1960, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committee on Armed Services be 
authorized to file a supplemental re-
port on the bill, H.R. 1960. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 11, 2013. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
June 11, 2013 at 3:44 p.m. 

That the Senate passed S. 954. 
Appointment: 
Senate National Security Working Group. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
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on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

SOUTH UTAH VALLEY ELECTRIC 
CONVEYANCE ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 251) to direct the 
Secretary of the Interior to convey cer-
tain Federal features of the electric 
distribution system to the South Utah 
Valley Electric Service District, and 
for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 251 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘South Utah 
Valley Electric Conveyance Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) DISTRICT.—The term ‘‘District’’ means 

the South Utah Valley Electric Service Dis-
trict, organized under the laws of the State 
of Utah. 

(2) ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM.—The 
term ‘‘Electric Distribution System’’ means 
fixtures, irrigation, or power facilities lands, 
distribution fixture lands, and shared power 
poles. 

(3) FIXTURES.—The term ‘‘fixtures’’ means 
all power poles, cross-members, wires, 
insulators and associated fixtures, including 
substations, that— 

(A) comprise those portions of the Straw-
berry Valley Project power distribution sys-
tem that are rated at a voltage of 12.5 kilo-
volts and were constructed with Strawberry 
Valley Project revenues; and 

(B) any such fixtures that are located on 
Federal lands and interests in lands. 

(4) IRRIGATION OR POWER FACILITIES 
LANDS.—The term ‘‘irrigation or power fa-
cilities lands’’ means all Federal lands and 
interests in lands where the fixtures are lo-
cated on the date of the enactment of this 
Act and which are encumbered by other 
Strawberry Valley Project irrigation or 
power features, including lands underlying 
the Strawberry Substation. 

(5) DISTRIBUTION FIXTURE LANDS.—The term 
‘‘distribution fixture lands’’ means all Fed-
eral lands and interests in lands where the 
fixtures are located on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act and which are 
unencumbered by other Strawberry Valley 
Project features, to a maximum corridor 
width of 30 feet on each side of the centerline 
of the fixtures’ power lines as those lines 
exist on the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(6) SHARED POWER POLES.—The term 
‘‘shared power poles’’ means poles that com-
prise those portions of the Strawberry Val-
ley Project Power Transmission System, 
that are rated at a voltage of 46.0 kilovolts, 
are owned by the United States, and support 
fixtures of the Electric Distribution System. 

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF ELECTRIC DISTRIBU-

TION SYSTEM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Inasmuch as the Straw-

berry Water Users Association conveyed its 
interest, if any, in the Electric Distribution 
System to the District by a contract dated 

April 7, 1986, and in consideration of the Dis-
trict assuming from the United States all li-
ability for administration, operation, main-
tenance, and replacement of the Electric 
Distribution System, the Secretary shall, as 
soon as practicable after the date of the en-
actment of this Act and in accordance with 
all applicable law convey and assign to the 
District without charge or further consider-
ation— 

(1) all of the United States right, title, and 
interest in and to— 

(A) all fixtures owned by the United States 
as part of the Electric Distribution System; 
and 

(B) the distribution fixture land; 
(2) license for use in perpetuity of the 

shared power poles to continue to own, oper-
ate, maintain, and replace Electric Distribu-
tion Fixtures attached to the shared power 
poles; and 

(3) licenses for use and for access in per-
petuity for purposes of operation, mainte-
nance, and replacement across, over, and 
along— 

(A) all project lands and interests in irriga-
tion and power facilities lands where the 
Electric Distribution System is located on 
the date of the enactment of this Act that 
are necessary for other Strawberry Valley 
Project facilities (the ownership of such un-
derlying lands or interests in lands shall re-
main with the United States), including 
lands underlying the Strawberry Substation; 
and 

(B) such corridors where Federal lands and 
interests in lands— 

(i) are abutting public streets and roads; 
and 

(ii) can provide access that will facilitate 
operation, maintenance, and replacement of 
facilities. 

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL 
LAWS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Before conveying lands, 
interest in lands, and fixtures under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall comply with 
all applicable requirements under— 

(A) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); 

(B) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); and 

(C) any other law applicable to the land 
and facilities. 

(2) EFFECT.—Nothing in this Act modifies 
or alters any obligations under— 

(A) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); or 

(B) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

(c) POWER GENERATION AND 46KV TRANS-
MISSION FACILITIES EXCLUDED.—Except for 
the uses as granted by license in Shared 
Power Poles under section 3(a)(2), nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to grant or con-
vey to the District or any other party, any 
interest in any facilities shared or otherwise 
that comprise a portion of the Strawberry 
Valley Project power generation system or 
the federally owned portions of the 46 kilo-
volt transmission system which ownership 
shall remain in the United States. 
SEC. 4. EFFECT OF CONVEYANCE. 

On conveyance of any land or facility 
under section 3(a)(1)— 

(1) the conveyed and assigned land and fa-
cilities shall no longer be part of a Federal 
reclamation project; 

(2) the District shall not be entitled to re-
ceive any future Bureau or Reclamation ben-
efits with respect to the conveyed and as-
signed land and facilities, except for benefits 
that would be available to other non-Bureau 
of Reclamation facilities; and 

(3) the United States shall not be liable for 
damages arising out of any act, omission, or 
occurrence relating to the land and facili-

ties, including the transaction of April 7, 
1986, between the Strawberry Water Users 
Association and Strawberry Electric Service 
District. 
SEC. 5. REPORT. 

If a conveyance required under section 3 is 
not completed by the date that is 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
not later than 30 days after that date, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 
that— 

(1) describes the status of the conveyance; 
(2) describes any obstacles to completing 

the conveyance; and 
(3) specifies an anticipated date for com-

pletion of the conveyance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 

yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 251, sponsored by 
our colleague from Utah (Mr. 
CHAFFETZ) transfers the Federal title 
of an electricity distribution system to 
a local entity that already operates 
and maintains the system. This trans-
fer resolves ownership uncertainty due 
to a Federal paperwork error, gives the 
local electricity provider equity to le-
verage capital investment, and reduces 
Federal liability and cost. 

Congress has passed over two dozen 
similar transfers, including one in my 
district, the Yakima-Tieton transfer, 
under both Republican and Democrat 
majorities. The House passed this iden-
tical transfer bill by a voice vote in the 
last Congress due to its noncontrover-
sial and commonsense nature. So I 
urge my colleagues to support its adop-
tion once again. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 251, as indicated by 
the chairman, seeks to transfer title on 
portions of the South Utah Valley elec-
tric distribution system from the Bu-
reau of Reclamation to the South Utah 
Valley Electric Service District. 

Current reclamation law requires 
that title to reclamation projects, 
land, and facilities remain with the 
United States until specifically author-
ized by Congress. Similar legislation 
passed the House on suspension last 
Congress, and we have no objection to 
H.R. 251. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I’m very pleased to yield 3 
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minutes to the gentleman from Utah 
(Mr. CHAFFETZ), the sponsor of this leg-
islation. 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the chairman and the ranking 
member here for their consideration. 
This is a good, commonsense bill. It 
passed out of the Congress last time, 
and I appreciate the bipartisan nature, 
particularly the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. GRIJALVA), for his positive 
words in the passage of this piece of 
legislation. 

H.R. 251, the South Utah Valley Elec-
tric Conveyance Act, transfers title on 
certain portions of the electric dis-
tribution system operated by the 
South Utah Valley Electric Service 
District, SESD, from the Bureau of 
Reclamation to SESD. Local users re-
paid all applicable construction costs 
to the Federal Government decades 
ago. 

b 1710 
This bill, H.R. 251, is needed because 

in order to become more efficient and 
more effective, ownership needs to be 
transferred. The system is part of the 
larger Strawberry Valley Project, 
which began in 1906. 

This title transfer benefits the Fed-
eral taxpayers and the local commu-
nities that use the system. The trans-
fer of title will divest the Bureau of 
Reclamation of Federal liability while 
providing SESD greater autonomy and 
flexibility to manage facilities in a 
manner that best meets its needs. 

H.R. 251 is consistent with existing 
Federal policy, and since 1996, as the 
chairman mentioned, there have been 
roughly 27 Bureau of Reclamation 
projects to local entities that have 
gone through this transfer type of 
process. An identical bill, H.R. 461, 
passed in the House in the 112th Con-
gress by voice vote, passed this Sep-
tember 23 of 2011. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.’’ I 
appreciate, again, the good work on 
both sides of the aisle to help pass this, 
and I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further requests. If 
the gentleman from Arizona is pre-
pared to yield back, I’m prepared to 
yield back. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
yield back the balance of my time and 
urge adoption of the legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 251. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-

ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

FRUIT HEIGHTS LAND 
CONVEYANCE ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 993) to provide 
for the conveyance of certain parcels of 
National Forest System land to the 
city of Fruit Heights, Utah. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 993 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fruit 
Heights Land Conveyance Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CITY.—The term ‘‘City’’ means the city 

of Fruit Heights, Utah. 
(2) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map 

entitled ‘‘Proposed Fruit Heights City Con-
veyance’’ and dated September 13, 2012. 

(3) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM LAND.—The 
term ‘‘National Forest System land’’ means 
the approximately 100 acres of National For-
est System land, as depicted on the map. 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture. 
SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN LAND TO THE 

CITY OF FRUIT HEIGHTS, UTAH. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-

vey to the City, without consideration, all 
right, title, and interest of the United States 
in and to the National Forest System land. 

(b) SURVEY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If determined by the Sec-

retary to be necessary, the exact acreage and 
legal description of the National Forest Sys-
tem land shall be determined by a survey ap-
proved by the Secretary. 

(2) COSTS.—The City shall pay the reason-
able survey and other administrative costs 
associated with a survey conducted under 
paragraph (1). 

(c) EASEMENT.—As a condition of the con-
veyance under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall reserve an easement to the National 
Forest System land for the Bonneville 
Shoreline Trail. 

(d) USE OF NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM 
LAND.—As a condition of the conveyance 
under subsection (a), the City shall use the 
National Forest System land only for public 
purposes. 

(e) REVERSIONARY INTEREST.—In the quit-
claim deed to the City for the National For-
est System land, the Secretary shall provide 
that the National Forest System land shall 
revert to the Secretary, at the election of 
the Secretary, if the National Forest System 
land is used for other than a public purpose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
materials on the bill under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 993, introduced by 
our distinguished subcommittee chair-
man, Mr. BISHOP of Utah, would au-
thorize the Secretary of Agriculture to 
convey approximately 100 acres of Na-
tional Forest System land to the city 
of Fruit Heights in Utah. Fruit Heights 
is completely surrounded by Federal 
land and is in desperate need of a place 
to develop a cemetery. This legislation 
would convey a small parcel of Federal 
land for that important public service. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 993 would transfer 
100 acres of Forest Service land to 
Fruit Heights, Utah, at no cost to the 
city, for use as a cemetery. The parcel 
of land in question was purchased by 
the Federal Government in 2002 for 
over $3 million from the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund. 

It is obviously not ideal for Federal 
taxpayers to give away land that was 
purchased with Federal money just 11 
years ago. However, the bill makes 
clear that should the land ever be used 
for anything other than a public pur-
pose, the parcel will come back to Fed-
eral ownership. 

We do not object to H.R. 993, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I’m very pleased to yield 4 
minutes to the author of this legisla-
tion, the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
BISHOP). 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Fruit Heights, 
Utah, is a city of around 5,000 people. 
In the center of Davis County to the 
east are the mountains which are 
owned by the Forest Service. Sur-
rounding it to the south is the city of 
Farmington, which has a landlocked 
cemetery and only allows Farmington 
residents to be buried there. On the 
west and the north is Kaysville and 
Layton, which has a cemetery which 
faces the same situation and is re-
stricting who can be buried there, as 
well. 

Fruit Heights really has a significant 
problem. The only way they can go is 
east, up the mountain, on land that is 
currently owned by the Forest Service 
but is within the boundaries of Fruit 
Heights itself. So on this map, the 
brown, barren area without trees is 
what’s owned by the Forest Service. 
Totally surrounding the Forest Service 
land are houses, and only residential 
roads can get up to this particular 
area. Running through the middle, 
blasted in there, is a canal which will 
be preserved for canal use and be dedi-
cated to that. Above it, the area that is 
above that, still within the city of 
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Fruit Heights, is too steep for any de-
velopment. 

So, by city ordinance, they have al-
ready said, when they receive this land, 
that will be permanent open space. The 
area below the canal here is the land in 
question that would be transferred to 
the city for the purpose of a cemetery, 
which they drastically need. They have 
been through every area they have as 
potential in Fruit Heights City. This is 
truly the only area. 

It is true that a nature conservancy 
group purchased this land from a cit-
izen in Fruit Heights and then sold it 
at a profit to the Federal Government 
to be used as habitat for mule deer. 
The Mule Deer Association is neutral 
on this bill, neither opposing it nor in 
favor of it, and they basically privately 
say that if it’s a cemetery, they’ll 
probably have more forage potential 
for the mule deer than they have right 
now. 

This is what is necessary. I appre-
ciate the minority’s working with me 
on this particular issue to find the re-
alization that there is a need for a cem-
etery. I thank them for their support. I 
thank the chairman for putting this 
crucial issue forward, which to us may 
be not crucial, but to those dying to 
get into this place, it is indeed crucial. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I advise my friend from Ari-
zona I have no further speakers, and 
I’m prepared to yield back if he is. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
yield back the balance of my time and 
urge adoption of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 993. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RATTLESNAKE MOUNTAIN PUBLIC 
ACCESS ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 1157) to ensure 
public access to the summit of Rattle-
snake Mountain in the Hanford Reach 
National Monument for educational, 
recreational, historical, scientific, cul-
tural, and other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1157 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rattlesnake 
Mountain Public Access Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Hanford Reach National Monument 

is public land that belongs to the American 
people. 

(2) The United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
(CCP) for the Monument restricts public ac-
cess to large portions of the Monument, in-
cluding the summit of Rattlesnake Moun-
tain. 

(3) Public access to Rattlesnake Mountain 
is important for educational, recreational, 
historical, scientific, and cultural purposes. 

(4) Rattlesnake Mountain reaches an ele-
vation of 3,660 feet above sea level—the high-
est elevation of the Monument, and provides 
unparalleled scenic views over the Monu-
ment, the Hanford Site, and the Columbia 
River. 

(5) Public access to Rattlesnake Mountain 
will increase tourism interest in the Monu-
ment and will provide economic benefits to 
local governments. 
SEC. 3. ENSURING PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE SUM-

MIT OF RATTLESNAKE MOUNTAIN IN 
THE HANFORD REACH NATIONAL 
MONUMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall provide public access to the sum-
mit of Rattlesnake Mountain in the Hanford 
Reach National Monument for educational, 
recreational, historical, scientific, cultural, 
and other purposes, including— 

(1) motor vehicle access; and 
(2) pedestrian and other nonmotorized ac-

cess. 
(b) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-

retary of the Interior may enter into cooper-
ative agreements to facilitate access to the 
summit of Rattlesnake Mountain— 

(1) with the Secretary of Energy, the State 
of Washington, or any local government 
agency or other interested persons, for guid-
ed tours, including guided motorized tours to 
the summit of Rattlesnake Mountain; and 

(2) with the Secretary of Energy, and with 
the State of Washington or any local govern-
ment agency or other interested persons, to 
maintain the access road to the summit of 
Rattlesnake Mountain. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material to the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 

yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1157 directs the De-
partment of the Interior to provide the 
public with motorized, nonmotorized, 
and pedestrian access to the summit of 
Rattlesnake Mountain, located in my 
district on the Hanford Reach National 
Monument. This 195,000-acre monu-
ment, designated by President Clinton 
in 2000, is near the Hanford Nuclear 
Site and is the only one in the conti-
nental United States managed by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

At 3,600 feet, Rattlesnake Mountain 
is the highest point in the region, and 
it provides unparalleled views for miles 
around the monument, the Hanford 

Site, the Snake River, the Columbia 
River, and, of course, the Yakima 
River. 

Unfortunately, it took the Fish and 
Wildlife Service 8 years to write a man-
agement plan that effectively closed 
Rattlesnake Mountain to public access, 
despite the public comments favoring 
just the opposite. 

After I first introduced this bill in 
2010, the Fish and Wildlife Service of-
fered two public tours for selected indi-
viduals and then suddenly reneged on 
the offer just days before the tours 
were to occur. 

During a 2011 committee hearing on 
the bill, the Interior Department’s tes-
timony suggested that the Fish and 
Wildlife Service supports tours of Rat-
tlesnake, but very carefully didn’t go 
the extra step of ensuring the Service 
would allow public access to the sum-
mit. 

Finally, last month, the Fish and 
Wildlife Service granted a few dozen 
people the opportunity to tour Rattle-
snake Mountain summit over two 
tours. These were the first two public 
tours offered since the monument was 
designated. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is necessary to 
ensure reasonable and regular public 
access can be guaranteed by law to the 
citizens of that area. The legislation is 
sponsored by the Tri-Cities Develop-
ment Council, TRIDEC; the Board of 
County Commissioners; Benton County 
Commissioners, in which Rattlesnake 
Mountain is located; the Tri-City Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce; the Tri- 
Cities Visitor and Convention Bureau; 
and the Back Country Horsemen of 
Washington. 

The American people deserve to have 
access to public lands, including Rat-
tlesnake Mountain in my district. I ask 
that the House pass this reasonable 
legislation today to make that pos-
sible. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

b 1720 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1157, which would require the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to provide both motor-
ized and non-motorized access to the 
summit of Rattlesnake Mountain. 

The bill would allow the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to enter into coopera-
tive agreements with the Department 
of Energy, the State of Washington, 
local governments, and other inter-
ested persons to provide guided tours 
to the summit of the mountain and to 
maintain the access road to the moun-
tain. 

In 2008, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
completed its management plan for 
this area and determined that service- 
sponsored or -led tours and a hiking 
trail are appropriate and compatible 
uses of the area. 

In October of 2011, at the hearing on 
H.R. 2719, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
supported the bill’s intent to provide 
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appropriate public access on Rattle-
snake Mountain that gives due consid-
eration to all stakeholders, including 
the Yakima Tribe. 

I commend Chairman HASTINGS for 
introducing the bill, and I support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me explain a little 
bit about Rattlesnake Mountain and 
where it’s located. I mentioned it is on 
the Hanford Nuclear Site. The Hanford 
Nuclear Site was part of the Manhat-
tan Project, in which we built and as-
sembled weapons that won the Second 
World War. And then for 40 years after 
the Second World War, this was in a de-
fense production where we were pro-
ducing fuel for our atomic weapons. 

Now, Rattlesnake Mountain, as I 
mentioned in my opening remarks, is 
3,600 feet. For obvious reasons, it was 
closed off to access because you had a 
secret site there producing weapons of 
war and you didn’t want people to have 
access to look down at Hanford Site. 
That’s totally understandable, and for 
that reason nobody really objected to 
having the top of Rattlesnake open. 
However, now that Hanford is no longer 
in defense production—and it hasn’t 
been for nearly 25 years; it’s now in a 
cleanup mode—things have really 
changed. 

When I typically have townhall meet-
ings or meetings with people in the 
Tri-Cities area, I ask how many people 
have been on top of Rattlesnake, and 
it’s surprising how few have been up 
there. But when you’re on top of Rat-
tlesnake—it’s 3,600 feet, like I men-
tioned—there are no trees, so you can 
see 360 degrees around you. On a clear 
day, which we generally have in cen-
tral Washington, you really can see the 
Columbia River coming in from the 
north. You can see where the Snake 
River—and, by the way, that’s where 
Lewis and Clark encamped before they 
made their trip down to the ocean—you 
can see where the Snake River comes 
into the Columbia River. And you can 
see where the Yakima River comes also 
into the Columbia River. So it is a 
really wonderful site, and I think it de-
serves to have access to the people. 

More and more people have had the 
opportunity in the past to go up there. 
This simply ensures that the Depart-
ment of Energy will come up with a 
plan in which that area will really be 
accessed. 

So I urge adoption of the bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1157. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

NORTH CASCADES NATIONAL 
PARK SERVICE COMPLEX FISH 
STOCKING ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 1158) to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to con-
tinue stocking fish in certain lakes in 
the North Cascades National Park, 
Ross Lake National Recreation Area, 
and Lake Chelan National Recreation 
Area. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1158 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘North Cas-
cades National Park Service Complex Fish 
Stocking Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) NORTH CASCADES NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

COMPLEX.—The term ‘‘North Cascades Na-
tional Park Service Complex’’ means collec-
tively the North Cascades National Park, 
Ross Lake National Recreation Area, and 
Lake Chelan National Recreation Area. 

(2) PLAN.—The term ‘‘plan’’ means the doc-
ument entitled ‘‘North Cascades National 
Park Service Complex Mountain Lakes Fish-
ery Management Plan and Environmental 
Impact Statement’’ and dated June 2008. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 3. STOCKING OF CERTAIN LAKES IN THE 

NORTH CASCADES NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE COMPLEX. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), 
the Secretary shall authorize the stocking of 
fish in lakes in the North Cascades National 
Park Service Complex. 

(b) CONDITIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-

ized to allow stocking of fish in not more 
than 42 of the 91 lakes in the North Cascades 
National Park Service Complex that have 
historically been stocked with fish. 

(2) NATIVE NONREPRODUCING FISH.—The Sec-
retary shall only stock fish that are— 

(A) native to the slope of the Cascade 
Range on which the lake to be stocked is lo-
cated; and 

(B) nonreproducing, as identified in man-
agement alternative B of the plan. 

(3) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making fish stock-
ing decisions under this Act, the Secretary 
shall consider relevant scientific informa-
tion, including the plan and information 
gathered under subsection (c). 

(4) REQUIRED COORDINATION.—The Sec-
retary shall coordinate the stocking of fish 
under this Act with the State of Washington. 

(c) RESEARCH AND MONITORING.—The Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) continue a program of research and 
monitoring of the impacts of fish stocking 
on the resources of the applicable unit of the 
North Cascades National Park Service Com-
plex; and 

(2) beginning on the date that is 5 years 
after the date of enactment of this Act and 
every 5 years thereafter, submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate and the Committee on Natural 

Resources of the House of Representatives a 
report that describes the results of the re-
search and monitoring under paragraph (1). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1158, the North 
Cascades National Park Service Com-
plex Fish Stocking Act, has enjoyed 
broad bipartisan support, passing the 
last Congress by a voice vote. It was 
also reported out of the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee dur-
ing a previous Congress on a voice 
vote, with a recommendation that it 
pass. 

H.R. 1158 is necessary to ensure that 
the National Park Service, in coordina-
tion with the State of Washington, has 
the authority to continue stocking fish 
in certain alpine lakes in the North 
Cascades National Park Complex, in-
cluding the North Cascades National 
Park, Ross Lake National Recreational 
Area, and the Lake Chelan National 
Recreational Area. 

In 2008, the National Park Service 
prepared an environmental impact 
statement regarding the management 
of the fisheries in these mountain 
lakes. That document identified the 
preferred alternatives as the one to 
allow continued fish stocking in 42 
lakes in that area where the Agency 
concluded there would be no adverse 
impact on the native ecosystems. The 
Park Service also requested explicit 
authority to allow fish stocking to con-
tinue within the park complex. That, 
of course, is exactly what H.R. 1158 
does. 

Many tourists visit the park complex 
for its scenic beauty as well as for its 
fishing opportunities, making fish 
stocking an important component of 
the central Washington economy. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me deviate a 
bit here. While we are discussing public 
lands legislation, I would also like to 
inform the House that the Committee 
on Natural Resources will soon begin 
consideration of several proposals to 
designate new wilderness areas. 

As Public Lands and Environmental 
Regulations Subcommittee Chairman 
BISHOP of Utah stated last week, in 
July the subcommittee plans to hold a 
legislative hearing on wilderness pro-
posals. Congressman DAN BENISHEK’s 
Sleeping Bear Dunes legislation and 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:57 Jun 12, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11JN7.020 H11JNPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
4S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3268 June 11, 2013 
Congressman DAVID REICHERT’s Alpine 
Lakes legislation will be considered at 
this hearing. These and other proposals 
will be judged on a case-by-case basis. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress has the sole 
authority to decide which of our lands 
should be included in the wilderness 
system. Establishing wilderness is the 
most restrictive land-use designation 
that Congress can apply to our Na-
tion’s lands. It greatly limits the 
American public’s access. The com-
mittee will, therefore, carefully and 
thoughtfully examine wilderness pro-
posals to determine if the designation 
is appropriate and listen to local citi-
zens and community leaders whose 
livelihoods and recreational opportuni-
ties could be affected. 

The committee will also consider 
proposals to ensure multiple uses of 
our public lands so that they provide a 
full range of recreational, economic, 
conservation, and resource benefits. 

Any land-use decisions by Congress 
should be made carefully. It should re-
flect our country’s current economic 
situation, it should keep our lands 
healthy, and it should exemplify the 
importance of ensuring public access to 
public lands. That’s why we are going 
to have a very thoughtful process on 
wilderness designation now, back to 
H.R. 1158, since this borders a wilder-
ness area. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, as a general matter, the 

introduction of non-native species into 
wilderness designated areas within a 
national park should be prohibited. In 
this instance, however, the National 
Park Service has found that fish stock-
ing can continue within the Mather 
Wilderness without harm to other na-
tional park resources. Importantly, the 
legislation contains significant protec-
tions for those resources. 

We worked closely with Chairman 
HASTINGS for the past two Congresses 
to secure House passage of this legisla-
tion and are pleased to do so again 
today. 

b 1730 

The chairman is to be commended for 
his efforts on behalf of the North Cas-
cades National Park Complex. We sup-
port the legislation and reserve the 
balance of our time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no requests for time, 
and I am prepared to yield back if the 
gentleman from Arizona will yield 
back. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. Just for the edification of 
Chairman HASTINGS, I have 11 wilder-
ness legislation points that I have sub-
mitted. Hopefully, on a case-by-case 
basis, you’ll get a look at some of 
them. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I will just respond to my friend, I 
know he has 11. He knows my general 
feeling on that. 

But I do believe that wilderness des-
ignation should be taken on a case-by- 
case basis, and we’ll go through that 
process. With any luck you may be on 
that list. 

With that, I yield back my time and 
urge adoption of H.R. 1158. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1158. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

WOOD-PAWCATUCK WATERSHED 
PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 723) to amend 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to des-
ignate a segment of the Beaver, 
Chipuxet, Queen, Wood, and Pawcatuck 
Rivers in the States of Connecticut and 
Rhode Island for study for potential ad-
dition to the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System, and for other purposes, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 723 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Wood- 
Pawcatuck Watershed Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 2. BEAVER, CHIPUXET, QUEEN, WOOD, AND 

PAWCATUCK RIVERS STUDY. 
(a) DESIGNATION FOR STUDY.—Section 5(a) of 

the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 
1276(a)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(ll) BEAVER, CHIPUXET, QUEEN, WOOD, AND 
PAWCATUCK RIVERS, RHODE ISLAND AND CON-
NECTICUT.—The approximately 10-mile segment 
of the Beaver River from its headwaters in Exe-
ter, Rhode Island, to its confluence with the 
Pawcatuck River; the approximately 5-mile seg-
ment of the Chipuxet River from Hundred Acre 
Pond to its outlet into Worden Pond; the ap-
proximately 10-mile segment of the upper Queen 
River from its headwaters to the Usquepaugh 
Dam in South Kingstown, Rhode Island, and in-
cluding all its tributaries; the approximately 5- 
mile segment of the lower Queen (Usquepaugh) 
River from the Usquepaugh Dam to its con-
fluence with the Pawcatuck River; the approxi-
mately 11-mile segment of the upper Wood River 
from its headwaters to Skunk Hill Road in Rich-
mond and Hopkinton, Rhode Island, and in-
cluding all its tributaries; the approximately 10- 
mile segment of the lower Wood River from 
Skunk Hill Road to its confluence with the 
Pawcatuck River; the approximately 28-mile seg-
ment of the Pawcatuck River from Worden Pond 
to Nooseneck Hill Road (RI Rte 3) in Hopkinton 
and Westerly, Rhode Island; and the approxi-
mately 7-mile segment of the lower Pawcatuck 
River from Nooseneck Hill Road to Pawcatuck 
Rock, Stonington, Connecticut, and Westerly, 
Rhode Island.’’. 

(b) STUDY AND REPORT.—Section 5(b) of the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1276(b)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(ll) BEAVER, CHIPUXET, QUEEN, WOOD, AND 
PAWCATUCK RIVERS, RHODE ISLAND AND CON-
NECTICUT.—Not later than 3 years after the date 
on which funds are made available to carry out 
this paragraph, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall— 

‘‘(A) complete the study of the Beaver, 
Chipuxet, Queen, Wood, and Pawcatuck Rivers, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut, described in sub-
section (a)(ll); 

‘‘(B) submit a report describing the results of 
that study to the appropriate committees of 
Congress; 

‘‘(C) include in the report under subpara-
graph (B) the effect of the designation under 
this Act on— 

‘‘(i) existing commercial and recreational ac-
tivities, such as hunting, fishing, trapping, rec-
reational shooting, motor boat use, or bridge 
construction; 

‘‘(ii) the authorization, construction, oper-
ation, maintenance, or improvement of energy 
production and transmission infrastructure; and 

‘‘(iii) the authority of State and local govern-
ments to manage those activities encompassed in 
clauses (i) and (ii); and 

‘‘(D) identify— 
‘‘(i) all authorities that will authorize or re-

quire the Secretary to influence local land use 
decisions (such as zoning) or place restrictions 
on non-Federal land if the area studied is des-
ignated under this paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) all authorities that the Secretary may 
use to condemn property if the area studied is 
designated under this paragraph; and 

‘‘(iii) all private property located in the area 
studied under this provision.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) and the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

H.R. 723 would authorize the study of 
86 miles of rivers in the States of Con-
necticut and Rhode Island for potential 
addition to the National Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers System. 

The Natural Resources Committee 
amended the legislation to specifically 
require that the study consider any po-
tential limitations on existing uses and 
any impacts to private property that 
could occur in an eventual designation. 
These are important protections and 
are necessary for this study bill to 
move forward. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

We support the legislation, and I 
would like to yield as much time as he 
may consume to the author and spon-
sor of the legislation, the gentleman 
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN). 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, let me 
thank Congressman GRIJALVA, the 
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ranking member of the subcommittee, 
for yielding and for his outstanding 
work in support of this legislation. Let 
me also thank Chairman HASTINGS, as 
well as the chairman of the sub-
committee, Mr. BISHOP, and your hard-
working staff for working to bring this 
bill through the committee and to the 
floor today. 

I would also like to thank my good 
friend from Connecticut, Congressman 
COURTNEY, who has been an out-
standing partner in this effort as well. 
And, of course, our State partners, in-
cluding the Wood-Pawcatuck Water-
shed Association, Save the Bay, the 
Nature Conservancy, the Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental Manage-
ment, and the Connecticut Department 
of Energy and Environmental Protec-
tion. Their collaboration really has 
been instrumental in bringing this leg-
islation to fruition. 

As a Nation, we are, of course, privi-
leged to have access to a diverse sys-
tem of wilderness areas—from remote 
expanses of our country to backyard 
wildernesses closer to home. The Wood- 
Pawcatuck Watershed is such a place. 
Its rivers are within a 45-minute drive 
of every Rhode Islander, easily acces-
sible for family outings and school 
field trips. Passage of the Wood- 
Pawcatuck Watershed Protection Act 
will allow for a study of segments of 
the Beaver, Chipuxet, Queen, Wood, 
and Pawcatuck Rivers in Rhode Island 
and Connecticut for potential addition 
to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System. 

Rhode Island and Connecticut have 
long been outstanding stewards of 
these rivers, and I hope passage and 
completion of this study will affirm 
what we Rhode Islanders already 
know—that the Pawcatuck and its 
tributaries possess outstanding rec-
reational, natural, and historical quali-
ties that make them worthy of the des-
ignation of Wild and Scenic Rivers. The 
people of Rhode Island and Connecticut 
have long enjoyed the recreational and 
scenic wealth of the Wood-Pawcatuck, 
and we are eager to share this natural 
treasure with the rest of New England 
and the Nation. 

The Wood-Pawcatuck watershed of-
fers exceptional trout fishing, canoe-
ing, photography, and bird watching, 
with adjacent hiking and camping for 
our sportsmen. These rivers are not 
only an important part of our national 
heritage, they are also a critical part 
of our tourism industry and the econ-
omy. Accordingly, the study will fully 
engage with local government, land-
owners, and businesses to recognize the 
existing commercial and recreational 
activities on or adjacent to the water-
shed. 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of-
fers the best guarantee that the Wood- 
Pawcatuck will be here for future gen-
erations to enjoy, and passage of this 
study is an important first step along 
that path. The rivers of the Wood- 
Pawcatuck watershed contain out-
standing recreational, scenic, and nat-

ural heritage qualities that would be 
an excellent addition to the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and I 
urge my colleagues to support the pas-
sage of this bill. 

Again, I want to thank all those in-
volved in helping to bring this bill to 
the floor. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I urge adoption of the bill, 
and yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 723, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 6:30 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 37 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CHAFFETZ) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: H.R. 251, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 1157, by the yeas and nays. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

SOUTH UTAH VALLEY ELECTRIC 
CONVEYANCE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 251) to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to convey certain Federal 
features of the electric distribution 
system to the South Utah Valley Elec-
tric Service District, and for other pur-
poses, on which the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 404, nays 0, 
not voting 30, as follows: 

[Roll No. 212] 

YEAS—404 

Aderholt 
Amash 
Amodei 
Andrews 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bonner 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cicilline 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cotton 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Daines 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 

Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Hahn 
Hall 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holding 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 

Joyce 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Kuster 
Labrador 
LaMalfa 
Lance 
Langevin 
Lankford 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
Latta 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Negrete McLeod 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pascrell 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:57 Jun 12, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11JN7.026 H11JNPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
4S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3270 June 11, 2013 
Pastor (AZ) 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Radel 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rokita 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Runyan 
Ruppersberger 

Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schock 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stockman 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 

Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 
Young (IN) 

NOT VOTING—30 

Alexander 
Bishop (NY) 
Brady (TX) 
Campbell 
Cassidy 
Chu 
Clarke 
Davis (CA) 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 

Hanna 
Holt 
Kennedy 
Lamborn 
Markey 
McCarthy (NY) 
Meeks 
Meng 
Neal 
Nolan 

Pallone 
Payne 
Reed 
Rohrabacher 
Rooney 
Scalise 
Sires 
Speier 
Tierney 
Wittman 

b 1852 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 

212 I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

RATTLESNAKE MOUNTAIN PUBLIC 
ACCESS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MEADOWS). The unfinished business is 
the vote on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 1157) to en-
sure public access to the summit of 
Rattlesnake Mountain in the Hanford 
Reach National Monument for edu-
cational, recreational, historical, sci-
entific, cultural, and other purposes, 
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 409, nays 0, 
not voting 25, as follows: 

[Roll No. 213] 

YEAS—409 

Aderholt 
Alexander 
Amash 
Amodei 
Andrews 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bonner 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cartwright 
Cassidy 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cicilline 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cotton 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Daines 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 

Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Hahn 
Hall 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holding 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurt 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 

Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Kuster 
Labrador 
LaMalfa 
Lance 
Langevin 
Lankford 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
Latta 
Lee (CA) 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Moore 
Moran 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Negrete McLeod 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 

Nunnelee 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Radel 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rokita 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Roybal-Allard 

Royce 
Ruiz 
Runyan 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schock 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stockman 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Terry 

Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tierney 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walorski 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 
Young (IN) 

NOT VOTING—25 

Bishop (NY) 
Brady (TX) 
Campbell 
Chu 
Davis (CA) 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hanna 
Holt 

Kennedy 
Lamborn 
Markey 
McCarthy (NY) 
Meeks 
Meng 
Neal 
Nolan 
Pallone 

Reed 
Rohrabacher 
Rooney 
Sires 
Speier 
Tiberi 
Wittman 

b 1901 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REQUESTING THE SENATE TO RE-
TURN TO THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES THE BILL H.R. 
2217 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I send 
to the desk a privileged resolution and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 255 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives request the Senate to return 
to the House the bill (H.R. 2217) entitled ‘‘An 
Act making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2014, and for other 
purposes.’’ 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
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WORKING FOR THE GREATER 

GOOD OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, Friday’s job report 
clearly reminds us that the number one 
issue remains jobs and the economy. 

Every day the House majority fights 
for solutions to grow the economy by 
advancing an all-of-the-above energy 
plan, promoting a fair and simpler Tax 
Code, and making it easier for families 
and students to afford college. 

On May 23, the House passed H.R. 
1911, the Smarter Solutions for Stu-
dents Act, a bill based on the Presi-
dent’s 2014 budget request that would 
provide a market-based interest rate 
for student loans and prevent the 
scheduled rate hike on July 1. 

Rather than encouraging the Senate 
to join the House in this good-faith ef-
fort, the President chose politics over 
students and threatened a veto—for a 
solution that is based on his own pro-
posal. 

From student loans to reliable jobs, 
Americans want a strong economy and 
a more secure future. We can deliver on 
this, Madam Speaker, but only if the 
President starts leading and the Senate 
stops campaigning, and both start 
working for the greater good of the 
American people. 

f 

SUPPORT H.R. 1864 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Speaker, sex-
ual assault in our military is nothing 
short of a crisis. We owe it to our men 
and women in uniform and to our vet-
erans too to do all that we can in the 
United States Congress to prevent 
military sexual violence, improve med-
ical services for survivors and hold 
attackers accountable. 

We must safeguard those who report 
these crimes and ensure that they are 
not retaliated against for doing the 
right thing. That is why I am a proud 
sponsor of a bipartisan bill, H.R. 1864, 
which is included in the House Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act we 
are voting on this very week. 

Introduced by my good friends and 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle, 
Congresswoman JACKIE WALORSKI and 
LORETTA SANCHEZ, this important leg-
islation would strengthen protections 
for whistle blowers who report sexual 
violence in the military. 

This reform has bipartisan support in 
both Chambers, 102 cosponsors in the 
House and the strong backing of many 
of the new representatives who are fo-
cused on working across the aisle to 
actually get things done. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
1864 and to continue working together 
to end sexual violence in our military. 

JERRY NAUSS, A TRUE AMERICAN 
HERO 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
just want to recognize a true American 
hero, World War II veteran Jerry 
Nauss. 

After enlisting in the U.S. Army 
shortly after Pearl Harbor, Jerry 
served for the duration of the war in 
the 1st Infantry Division, nicknamed 
the Big Red One. He served as a wire 
troubleshooter and risked his life time 
and time again to ensure that commu-
nication lines remained intact. 

Jerry was a native Minnesotan, led a 
distinguished military career and ex-
hibited immense bravery landing on 
the beaches of Normandy on D-day and 
fighting through Europe, including in 
the Battle of the Bulge. 

Because of his heroic actions, Jerry 
has now been named a Knight of the 
Legion of Honor by French President 
Hollande. The Legion of Honor is the 
highest decoration in France and com-
memorates remarkable military serv-
ice. 

It is important that we always re-
member our Nation’s veterans and 
keep those who still serve in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

I would like to thank Jerry Nauss for 
his service and congratulate him on a 
much deserved honor. You make Min-
nesota proud. 

f 

b 1910 

CONGRATULATIONS, PALACE 
MALICE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, when Dogwood Sta-
ble’s Palace Malice of Aiken, South 
Carolina, won the 145th running of the 
Belmont Stakes Saturday, he fulfilled 
all the promise that Dogwood’s presi-
dent, Cot Campbell, foresaw in the colt. 
As Palace Malice crossed the finish 
line with a defining first place victory, 
the people of Aiken County, identified 
by The New York Times as one of the 
world’s greatest equestrian centers of 
excellence, were overjoyed by the 
horse’s accomplishment. 

Congratulations to W. Cothran ‘‘Cot’’ 
Campbell, president of the Dogwood 
Stable, and his wife, Anne; his part-
ners, Paul Oreffice, Mike Schneider, 
Margaret Smith, Carl Myers, and Char-
lie Pigg; Todd Pletcher, who trained 
the award-winning horse for the race 
after he departed Aiken; jockey Mike 
Smith, who rode Palace Malice to vic-
tory; and Brad Stauffer, the individual 
responsible for training the horse over 
the Aiken Training Track. 

Palace Malice continues a winning 
tradition to be trained over the Aiken 
Training Track and win the third jewel 

of Thoroughbred Racing’s Triple Crown 
as Danzig Connection won the Belmont 
Stakes in 1986. The Aiken Standard 
today correctly identified this as ‘‘a 
win for every single Aiken resident.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1960, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2014; AND PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 
1256, SWAP JURISDICTION CER-
TAINTY ACT 

Mr. NUGENT, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 113–104) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 256) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 1960) to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2014 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense and for military construction, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; and providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1256) to di-
rect the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission and the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission to jointly adopt 
rules setting forth the application to 
cross-border swaps transactions of cer-
tain provisions relating to swaps that 
were enacted as part of the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Pro-
tection Act, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
SENATOR FRANK LAUTENBERG 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BROOKS of Indiana). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 3, 
2013, the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, last week New Jersey lost its 
senior Senator, and the Senate lost its 
last remaining World War II veteran 
when Senator Frank Lautenberg 
passed away at the age of 89. He died 
from complications from viral pneu-
monia in New York Presbyterian Hos-
pital. 

Since then, on this floor on multiple 
occasions, in the United States Senate, 
throughout the State of New Jersey, 
and, frankly, across the Nation, all of 
us have paused to express our deepest 
respect for Senator Lautenberg and 
sorrow on his passing. To Senator Lau-
tenberg’s family—his wife, Bonnie, his 
six children, and his 13 grandchildren— 
please accept our deepest condolences 
and our prayers. 

Senator Lautenberg served five terms 
in the U.S. Senate on behalf of the peo-
ple of the State of New Jersey. He was 
first elected to the Senate in 1982, re-
elected in 1988 and 1994. After a brief 
retirement, Senator Lautenberg made 
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an unexpected comeback and won a 
fourth term in 2002 and was again re-
elected in 2008. 

In December 20ll, he cast his 9,000th 
vote and now holds the record for the 
most votes ever cast by a New Jersey 
Senator. 

While serving in the Senate, Frank 
Lautenberg became a leader of public 
health and safety issues. He led the ef-
fort to ban smoking on airplanes with 
the enactment of Public Law 101–164, 
and will forever be remembered for his 
efforts to protect individuals and chil-
dren from secondhand smoke. 

Frank Lautenberg also fought for 
transportation improvements and 
chemical plant safety. As the author of 
the Lautenberg amendment, he worked 
to assist members from historically 
persecuted groups with a credible fear 
of persecution to qualify for refugee 
status, including religiously persecuted 
Soviet Jews. He also fought for relief 
for the victims of terrorist attacks, in-
cluding the first responders who experi-
enced health complications after the 9/ 
11 attacks, and for the families and 
communities across our State recently 
devastated by Superstorm Sandy. 

Senator Lautenberg was the last vet-
eran of World War II—part of the 
Greatest Generation—to serve in the 
U.S. Senate. The son of poor immi-
grants, he enlisted in the Army to 
serve his country in uniform, went to 
school on the GI Bill, began a success-
ful business, and then ran for the Sen-
ate to, in his words, ‘‘pursue a career in 
public service and to give back to the 
country that helped give him so 
much.’’ 

Senator Lautenberg has been a main-
stay of New Jersey politics for decades, 
and with his passing, the Senate and 
our State has lost a dedicated public 
servant. 

I now yield to the former mayor of 
Paterson, a good friend and colleague, 
Congressman BILL PASCRELL. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Thank you, Con-
gressman SMITH, for your great service 
to your State and your country. 

Madam Speaker, we’ve lost a great 
man. When Senator Lautenberg passed 
away Monday morning, last Monday, I 
lost a good friend. The Silk City has 
produced many great individuals and 
characters alike, but few, if any, have 
a life story like that of Frank Lauten-
berg. 

Like me, Frank grew up on the 
streets of Paterson—literally. Both of 
us came from families of immigrants 
who came to Paterson, like pilgrims, 
like Plymouth Rock. It was Paterson/ 
Plymouth Rock. That’s what it was, 
when you come down to it. 

We had the same dreams. Many thou-
sands in our city had the same dream. 
Through hard work and determination, 
we learned that you could provide your 
children with a better life and a suc-
cessful future. Despite all their dreams 
for their young son, I don’t think that 
Sam and Molly Lautenberg, Frank’s 
dutiful parents, deceased, ever could 
have imagined all that Frank would 
eventually achieve. Only in America. 

But then again, Frank never forgot 
the sacrifices family made for him. He 
learned what real hard work was from 
his father, who labored into the silk 
mills of Paterson to provide for his 
family. He learned how to persevere 
from his mother, who raised him in the 
face of poverty. They lived in four or 
five different places in Paterson as 
they moved around. 

His dad passed away when his dad 
was 43 years of age. In the face of pov-
erty, at the age of 19, Frank Lauten-
berg had to summon all those lessons 
and more when his father passed away 
leaving him to support the entire fam-
ily. He never forgot those hard lessons. 
They served him well throughout all 
the journeys of his life. 

He spoke about those journeys every 
time he came before a classroom in 
Paterson, New Jersey. He visited, re-
visited, and revisited and brought com-
puters. He brought computers. And, of 
course, ADP was one of the great cor-
porations in America, formed in a ga-
rage in the back of a house in 
Paterson, New Jersey. 

b 1920 

And I say, Madam Speaker, how 
many people must be kicking them-
selves for not having invested way 
back when they thought it was a wild 
idea, taking care of people’s payroll. 

It’s not easy to grow up on the 
streets of Paterson, New Jersey. Take 
it from me personally, Congressman 
SMITH. You have to fight for every inch 
in order to get ahead. 

Frank truly embodied what it means 
to be a fighter. That’s what made him 
such a successful representative from 
New Jersey. You’ve heard the Con-
gressman, Congressman SMITH, specify 
all of the issues that he was involved 
in; and when he was involved, he was 
totally immersed in the subject therein 
to help Americans. 

It didn’t matter what nationality, 
what ethnicity, what color. It didn’t 
matter what religion. It mattered that 
you were a human being in the greatest 
country in the world. He talked about 
it often. 

When he came back from the service, 
he talked about it. He served his coun-
try in the Second World War. 

Regardless of how you feel on issues, 
you don’t take on the gun lobby to ban 
firearms for domestic violence offend-
ers, you don’t take on Big Tobacco to 
ban smoking on airplanes without get-
ting a few scars in the process. 

The thing Frank’s opponents didn’t 
realize was that he got his scars long 
ago, growing up on the streets of 
Paterson, New Jersey. His roots are ex-
actly what made Frank so successful, 
first in the Army, then in the private 
sector, and, finally, in the hallowed 
Halls of the U.S. Senate. 

But despite all that he achieved, he 
never forgot where he came from. 
That’s the secret. When you forget 
where you come from, when you forget 
your roots, when you forget the street 
you lived on, the guys and the gals that 

you talked to, your mom and dad, how 
they sweated it out every day, I mean, 
when you worked in those silk mills it 
was no day at the beach, not by any 
stretch of the imagination. 

We, many times, forget our roots, 
Congressman SMITH, and you know 
that. We forget where we came from. 
We think we’re better. If you’re a Con-
gressman, oh, God. He never forgot 
where he came from. Despite all that, 
what he achieved, he knew his roots. 

One of the proudest moments of my 
career was standing shoulder-to-shoul-
der with him when we were able to suc-
cessfully pass legislation to finally es-
tablish the Great Falls National His-
toric Park in Paterson, New Jersey. 
It’s our Yellowstone. It’s our Grand 
Canyon. It doesn’t take up nearly the 
amount of space, but it meant so much 
to not only Patersonians, but people in 
that area, Paterson, the third largest 
city, first industrial city. 

Alexander Hamilton knew what he 
was doing. Frank Lautenberg knew 
what he was doing. 

We’d been pushing many, many years 
for Federal recognition. In fact, I still 
have a picture hanging in my office of 
Senator Lautenberg and me touring 
the Great Falls when I was the mayor 
of that city. In the true Paterson spir-
it, despite opposition from the Park 
Service—we weren’t getting off to a 
good start—and opponents in Congress 
who never wanted to see an urban na-
tional park, we never stopped fighting. 

And just a few years ago, we finally 
reached our dream to get the Great 
Falls the Federal designation it de-
serves. Members of both sides of the 
aisle came together. And on that day, 
when Secretary Salazar was there, 
Democrats and Republicans joined to-
gether where industry started in this 
great Nation. 

The park is now in the first stages of 
its development, and I believe one day 
it will be a crown jewel in the National 
Park System, thanks in no small part 
to our great Senator. It’s a fitting leg-
acy for him to leave to the city he 
loved so much. 

These last few months, with his 
health getting weaker, necessitating 
long absences from the Senate, Frank 
never lost his passion for the issues he 
had spent his entire life defending. De-
spite his health, he came to Wash-
ington to cast a critical vote on a bill 
to expand background checks. No one 
was going to stop Frank Lautenberg 
from fighting to make this world a bet-
ter place. Even the limitations of his 
own body couldn’t hold him back. 

I join my friends and neighbors in 
Paterson, where he used to cut his hair, 
Pasadena Pete’s, where he used to stop 
at the markets, and he’d stop in to a 
coffee shop downtown. We mourn this 
tremendous loss of one of our favorite 
sons, one of our patriots. 

He was a person first. He was a legis-
lator second. He was the same man on 
the street that he was on the Senate 
floor. You always got the genuine arti-
cle. 
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Frank Lautenberg was not a spec-

tator to life. Frank Lautenberg was a 
leader, a loving husband, a loving fa-
ther, a trusted friend, and a true 
Patersonian. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. PAS-
CRELL, I want to thank you for your el-
oquent, very eloquent remembrances of 
Senator Frank Lautenberg and for 
your wonderful insights, especially as 
the former mayor and someone who 
has known him so intimately and so 
well for so many years. Thank you 
very much for that. 

I’d like to now yield to my friend and 
colleague, Mr. PAYNE. 

Mr. PAYNE. Thank you. I want to 
thank my colleague, Congressman 
SMITH, for hosting this Special Order 
today. 

Madam Speaker, I come before you 
today saddened by the passing of a fel-
low New Jerseyan. He was a dear friend 
and colleague, the honorable and ven-
erated Senator from New Jersey, Sen-
ator Frank Lautenberg. 

If anyone could embody the actual 
definition of the American Dream, it 
would be Frank Lautenberg. Born the 
son of Russian and Polish immigrants 
in Paterson, New Jersey, he grew up 
during the Great Depression. 

When war hit our shores, he bravely 
served the country he loved in World 
War II, and he was the last of our Sen-
ators to do so. 

When he returned home from war, 
Senator Lautenberg earned his degree 
on the GI Bill, which he later staunch-
ly advocated for the extension of for 
our current men and women in uni-
form. 

And never taking for granted the op-
portunities that lay before him, after 
his graduation, he and three of his 
friends, with just an idea and an entre-
preneurial spirit, began an extremely 
successful company, ADP. If you get a 
payroll check these days, it is likely 
ADP printed your check. I guess you 
could say Senator Lautenberg was the 
proof that anything is possible if you 
firmly believe in what you’re doing and 
what you put your mind to. 

Later, he seamlessly transitioned 
from CEO of ADP to public servant, 
often demonstrating determination, 
grit, and leadership throughout his 
time in office that came to define 
Frank Lautenberg. 

Throughout his five terms in office, 
Senator Lautenberg never forgot his 
roots. He was a committed advocate for 
the working middle class that he was 
the product of. As Senator Lautenberg 
knew best, We’ve got to open doors and 
not slam them shut. And he always 
practiced this outlook, no matter what 
he set out to achieve. 

He tirelessly worked to make health 
care and higher education more afford-
able for working and middle class fami-
lies. Even into his later years, Senator 
Lautenberg was one of the leading pro-
gressives on social issues. Thanks to 
Senator Lautenberg and his tremen-
dous environmental work, we have 
cleaner water to drink and cleaner air 
to breathe. 

He also recognized early on the pro-
liferation of gun violence in our com-
munities and the damage it was doing 
to our children and families. As a 
champion of gun-safety legislation, he 
made our neighborhoods a safer place 
to work and live. 

b 1930 
And nothing was going to keep Sen-

ator Lautenberg from casting a critical 
vote on background checks on gun pur-
chases this past spring. Though the 
late Senator did not get to witness the 
successful passage of this legislation, 
the fight in Washington will continue 
as we carry out the work of Senator 
Lautenberg’s vision to keep our fami-
lies and our children safer. 

In closing, I want to extend my deep-
est sympathies to Bonnie, his daughter 
who I was able to meet last week, and 
his grandchildren. I had the honor of 
attending Senator Lautenberg’s final 
tribute last week, and it was clear from 
that beautiful ceremony the incredible 
impact Senator Lautenberg has had on 
so many lives. 

Senator Frank Lautenberg had a love 
of life and a commitment to the people 
in New Jersey that will be deeply 
missed in the Halls of Congress and in 
New Jersey. He was a great mentor to 
me, especially as the newest member of 
the New Jersey delegation. I will for-
ever be grateful for his guidance and 
for all his tremendous work he did for 
New Jersey and our great Nation. We 
owe him an immense debt of gratitude 
for making New Jersey a better place 
to live. There is no doubt Senator Lau-
tenberg will certainly be missed. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
PAYNE, thank you very much for your 
moving words and sentiments ex-
pressed today. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I would 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 

am honored to join my colleagues from New 
Jersey in paying tribute to our late senior Sen-
ator, Frank R. Lautenberg. 

For the past several days, America has 
been reintroduced to Senator Lautenberg, and 
it is a story worth repeating here. 

He came from a family of working-class im-
migrants from Eastern Europe—Russia and 
Poland. 

When he was 18, during the middle of 
World War II, Frank Lautenberg enlisted in the 
U.S. Army where he served with distinction in 
the Signal Corps. 

He was very proud of his military service. In 
fact, when he passed last week, he was the 
last World War II veteran serving in the United 
States Senate. 

When he came home from the European 
Theater, he attended Columbia on the GI 
Bill—just as so many other Americans did. 

What distinguished him from many other re-
turning soldiers is that through hard-work and 
perseverance he founded his own company. 
And under his leadership, that firm, grew into 
the largest computing company of its kind in 
the world. 

So working his way from humble beginnings 
to a prosperous career as a chief executive in 
New Jersey’s private sector, he lived the 
American Dream. 

But Frank Lautenberg’s true calling was 
public service and giving back to his commu-
nity, our State, and our Nation throughout his 
life. 

In this regard, New Jersey lost a tireless ad-
vocate on June 3. 

For many years, we worked together as 
New Jersey’s Appropriations team—looking 
out for our state’s needs on Capitol Hill. I was 
proud to work with him on issues so important 
to the citizens of our state—transportation, 
homeland security and open space. In fact, in 
his final months, we worked in a bipartisan 
way to ensure that New Jersey has the re-
sources to recover from an historic storm. 

Yes, we owe much to this dedicated public 
servant. We have lost a great fighter who lived 
a life from which we all could learn. 

May the tributes and prayers of so many of 
his colleagues here today be a source of 
strength to his family. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the late Senator Frank Lauten-
berg, who spent his life serving this nation and 
the people of New Jersey as a member of the 
military and a five-term Senator. With Senator 
Lautenberg’s passing, the Senate has lost its 
last veteran of World War II. 

Senator Lautenberg served his country 
proudly during World War II, earning distinc-
tion in the United States Army Signal Corps. 
After being deployed overseas, he came back 
home and founded Automatic Data Proc-
essing, a company that grew to become a 
giant in the payroll industry. 

First elected in 1982, Senator Lautenberg 
was a champion of the middle class and left 
the state of New Jersey stronger for his years 
of service. Policies he championed, including 
public smoking bans, raising the drinking age, 
and lowering the DUI limit saved countless 
lives. Senator Lautenberg was also a longtime 
advocate of Amtrak and transportation infra-
structure in New Jersey, helping to grow the 
state economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand with the rest of the 
New Jersey Congressional delegation in re-
membering Senator Lautenberg for his dedica-
tion and tireless work. His death has left a 
void in the Congress, the state of New Jersey, 
and the nation. For Senator Lautenberg, serv-
ice was not just a buzzword—it was an ethos 
and a purpose. All of us gathered in these hal-
lowed chambers should remember not just the 
man, but his legacy, and his example. We join 
the people of New Jersey and the United 
States in remembrance of Senator Frank Lau-
tenberg, an extraordinary public servant. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and accomplishments of Senator 
Frank Lautenberg. I have known Senator Lau-
tenberg for decades and I have been honored 
to call him a colleague and friend. My heart 
and thoughts go out to his wife Bonnie, his 
children and grandchildren. 

Senator Lautenberg always believed that 
the Congress should be there for people in 
need and that there were a lot of problems out 
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there, but Congress needed to work together 
on a bipartisan basis to solve those problems. 
In this era of partisanship, it was always re-
freshing to have Senator Lautenberg there to 
bridge gaps and get things done. 

Over the years I had the pleasure of work-
ing with him on a number of critical issues that 
helped people in New Jersey and across the 
country. For example, when I first came to 
Congress in 1988, Senator Lautenberg and I 
worked together to close ocean dumping sites 
off the Jersey coast so the water millions of 
people swim in would be cleaner. 

We also worked together on Superfund and 
Brownfields issues. The Senator always fought 
to ensure that polluters, and not taxpayers, 
would foot the bill when it came to cleaning up 
toxic waste sites in New Jersey. Through his 
advocacy, numerous toxic sites in New Jersey 
have been cleaned up and redeveloped, cre-
ating jobs and cleaning the environment. 

I always admired Senator Lautenberg’s 
commitment to helping ’the little guy’ and the 
way he fought to make sure all Americans 
were on an equal ground to work toward the 
kind of success he achieved in his life. I par-
ticularly respected his tireless efforts to im-
prove the safety and security of all Americans 
by working to end gun violence. I was proud 
to stand with him in that effort and supported 
his initiative to keep our communities safe. 

I enjoyed working with him to provide health 
care for 9/11 first responders. We both worked 
hard to pass the James Zadroga 9/11 Health 
and Compensation Act of 2010, which pays 
for the monitoring and treatment of health con-
ditions that resulted from the 9/11 World Trade 
Center attacks for first responders and com-
munity residents. 

And most recently, he worked tirelessly to 
advocate for rebuilding our state after the dev-
astation of Superstorm Sandy. He fought hard 
to make sure New Jersey got the disaster re-
lief funding it deserved so that we could re-
build and recover. He was able to accomplish 
all of these things because of the hard work 
that he put into everything he did. 

Like all New Jerseyans, I am grateful for 
Senator Lautenberg’s service to our state and 
our nation. I will miss him dearly and will do 
my best to continue working on the issues that 
were so important to both of us. 

f 

THE AMERICAN DREAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, 
thank you for the opportunity to spend 
a few moments this evening talking 
about things that are on my mind, and 
I suspect on the mind of the American 
public. There’s certainly a lot of news 
recently about collecting data on 
American citizens. Having attended a 
conference this afternoon, I can tell 
you that I think the great majority of 
the 435 Members of this House share 
the deep concern of the American pub-
lic about our civil liberties perhaps 
being taken away from us in the proc-
ess of data collection. I would expect 
that this House of Representatives and 
a couple of our committees, the Judici-

ary and the Intelligence Committees, 
will be spending time over the next few 
weeks going into this in great detail 
trying to assess whether we all made a 
mistake when we voted for the various 
laws that have allowed the National 
Security Agency and the other agen-
cies to collect data on all of our phone 
calls and more. I would hope that’s the 
case. 

We need to know exactly what’s hap-
pening, how it has happened and what 
impact it may have on our civil lib-
erties. One of the most precious things 
given to us in the Bill of Rights is that 
freedom, freedom from an oppressive 
government. So we’ll see what happens 
here. For my own part, I want those 
hearings to take place right away. I 
have great concerns about all of this, 
and we’ll see how it all plays out. 

As to people stealing secrets, yes, 
that’s against the law and there ought 
to be a punishment, and I suspect they 
will very quickly find that punishment 
available for those have who have sto-
len these pieces of information. 

Now, moving on, I wanted to talk 
this evening about the American 
Dream. I think it was probably best 
put forth by President Clinton, al-
though down through the ages and for 
generations and generations, the dream 
has been pretty much the same. But 
since he has the most recent quote that 
I could find on this, I think I’ll just use 
it. He said: 

If you work hard and play by the rules, 
you’ll have the freedom and opportunity to 
pursue your own dreams and leave your kids 
a country where they can chase theirs. 

I like that. In fact, I like President 
Clinton and the way in which he was 
able to articulate some of our most 
fundamental values. In this case, he so 
very well laid out the essence of the 
American Dream: if you work hard and 
you play by the rules, then you ought 
to be able to have a good life in Amer-
ica. You ought to be able to see 
progress for yourself and for your fami-
lies. 

This issue was brought to my atten-
tion at a recent town hall that I had in 
my district. A gentleman in the town 
hall, not a Tea Party, not a liberal or 
whatever, he just said: 

I’ve got a question for you, Congressman. 
I’ve got two kids. My wife and I both work, 
and we’ve worked all our lives. I’m in my 
mid- to late forties now, and I have to tell 
you, we’re not getting ahead. We still have 
those student debts from our children. We 
still have our home, but it’s a modest home, 
we don’t own a big boat, or any boat for that 
matter. We just can’t seem to get ahead. 
What’s happened? What’s happened to the 
American Dream? 

I went on to cite a few things that I 
thought were the essential elements of 
that. I want to cover some of those to-
night. This is not going to be an ex-
haustive description of the issue. I 
want to save that or come to that in 
subsequent Special Order hours that 
my colleagues and I will take up in the 
coming weeks. But just a couple of 
things that came across over the last 
weekend that I think really exemplify 

some of this. The ideal: education is 
open to everyone. In America, everyone 
can get a great public education. The 
reality is different. In 2007, one-half of 
the children from the wealthiest house-
holds completed their college edu-
cation. Only 9 percent of the children 
from low-income families completed 
their college education. That’s a gap 
that has never been wider since 1989. So 
with regard to that ladder of success, 
education, if you happen to be poor or 
in the lower income, chances of your 
completing your college education is 
one out of ten. 

How about being able to have free-
dom from want, one of the four free-
doms that Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
so beautifully articulated during the 
Great Depression? But as a result of 
the Great Recession in 2010, a total of 
46.2 million Americans were below the 
poverty line. That was the highest 
number in 52 years. And as best I could 
find more recently—the last 2 years— 
that number has not really changed 
very much. So we’re looking at 46 mil-
lion Americans that are living below 
the poverty line. So freedom from want 
may not be readily available to a very, 
very large percentage of Americans. 

How about the land of opportunity? 
We all believe America is the land of 
opportunity. Well, not really. On aver-
age, it takes five to six generations, 
five to six generations, that’s 125 to 150 
years, for a child from a poor back-
ground to rise to the middle class—not 
to the upper class; to the middle class. 
I looked at that, and I said, clearly, 
that has to be an inaccurate analysis. 
But it’s not. So for a child from a poor 
background—that’s those 46 million 
Americans in poverty—they could wait 
five to six generations on average— 
that’s not everybody, obviously some 
will do it faster, and others won’t do it 
at all—to get to the middle class. 

That is interesting, sad and chal-
lenging for us. 

Income inequality, this is what some 
people like to call—well, I won’t use 
that right now. But income inequality, 
you work hard and you do okay. I 
think that’s what President Clinton 
said, if you work hard and play by the 
rules. Hmm. Really? The United States 
ranks 93rd in the world on income 
equality, behind Great Britain, Aus-
tralia—and here’s one that caught my 
attention, Nigeria, Argentina, and 
Japan. 

b 1940 

What income inequality means is the 
distribution of wealth within the econ-
omy. When you have income inequal-
ity, the share of the pie that is avail-
able to the wealthy is significantly 
greater than the share of the pie to the 
great mass of the population. That’s 
income inequality. 

Fascinating statistics. Statistics are 
kind of the basis for many of our argu-
ments. There are many more statistics 
along this line that we ought to be pay-
ing attention to. Over the next couple 
of weeks, we are going to be speaking 
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to these as we pursue the reality of the 
American Dream and what we can do 
to rebuild the American Dream. 

A couple of notions that I have right 
at the outset that I’d like to share as 
we go through this shortened 1 hour: 
first of all, the American Dream very 
much depends upon a job. If you don’t 
have a job—and we’ve got maybe some 
12 million Americans that don’t. They 
would like to work, but in some cases 
they’ve given up and in other cases 
they simply haven’t been able to find a 
job. So you’ve got to have a job. 

There are ways that we can create 
jobs in this Nation. Certainly, we de-
pend upon the private sector; but down 
through the decades of this democracy, 
beginning with our very first Presi-
dent, there has been a common bond, if 
you will, a partnership between the 
government and the private sector in 
creating jobs. 

In his very first days in office, 
George Washington asked Alexander 
Hamilton, his Treasury Secretary, to 
develop a program, policy on manufac-
turers, which is another word for man-
ufacturing. Alexander Hamilton came 
back, I guess, a couple of months later 
with a report on manufacturers—very, 
very interesting and instructive to us 
today in that our very first President 
and very first Treasury Secretary said 
that the Federal Government has a sig-
nificant role in developing the econ-
omy, manufacturing. We did then, and 
we do today. 

Alexander Hamilton said: George 
Washington, here’s what we need to do. 
We need to use the purchasing power of 
the government, that is, the tax money 
that’s spent by the government, to buy 
American-made goods and services. 
Now, there’s a good idea. We’ve had the 
Buy in America policy in the United 
States for many, many years all often 
ignored by the various agencies that 
are supposed to oversee the purchasing. 
Right now we have a problem with the 
military that is supposed to go green 
to develop alternative power sources 
that they can depend upon if the grid 
goes down. 

However, they’re routinely ignoring 
the Buy America requirements that 
the law has because they’re purchasing 
these massive solar arrays as though 
they are available in Home Depot. I 
don’t think so. But, nonetheless, it’s an 
example of how the various arms of the 
U.S. Government in one way or an-
other ignore the purchasing require-
ment of Buy America—literally using 
our tax money to buy American-made 
goods and services to employ Ameri-
cans. 

It turns out that this is part of what 
I like to call the Make It in America 
agenda, a series of proposals that my 
Democratic colleagues and I are put-
ting forth to build the American manu-
facturing sector. For example, the De-
partment of Defense obeying the law 
and buying American-made solar pan-
els for those large arrays that they are 
putting up on various military bases or 
the private sector is putting up for the 

military. Buy America, Make It in 
America, use our tax money to buy 
American-made equipment. By the 
way, I’ve got a bill that I have intro-
duced on this for the last to 2 years 
now that simply increases that pur-
chasing content to 85 percent. 

I didn’t have time to bring up an-
other photo, but I’ll tell you about it. 
In the American Recovery Act—other-
wise known as the stimulus bill—there 
was a provision for Amtrak to have 
$480 billion to purchase new, advanced, 
efficient locomotives for the Northeast 
Corridor. These would be electric- 
power locomotives—I think 7,000 horse-
power machines. Somebody—and I’m 
not sure who it was—wrote into that 
requirement that these had to be 100 
percent American-made. Now, nobody 
in America was making 100 percent 
American locomotives; in fact, very 
few locomotives were made in America 
anyway. 

But, nonetheless, contractors, manu-
facturers of locomotives said, half a 
billion dollars, hmm, have to be made 
in America. So a German company— 
one of the largest manufacturing com-
panies in the world—said, oh, we could 
do that. So in Sacramento, California, 
just outside the edge of my district, 
Siemens—who already had a factory 
manufacturing light rail cars and 
streetcars—said, hmm, let’s expand 
this factory, and we’re going to build 
one hundred percent American-made 
locomotives. 

Three weeks ago, the first of those 70 
locomotives rolled onto America’s rail 
tracks—now being tested in Colorado, 
shake-down crews. We can look forward 
to thousands of jobs in America as a re-
sult of that—200 specifically at that 
new manufacturing plant in Sac-
ramento; and then the supply chain, all 
the people that are supplying those 
American-made parts to that loco-
motive are going to have jobs. Now, 
that’s a good thing. That’s part of our 
Make It in America agenda. And here’s 
back to the first point: those jobs are 
middle class jobs. 

One of the fellows I met at that cere-
mony when this locomotive was rolled 
onto the tracks was telling me about 
himself. He was about, I don’t know, 
maybe 35, 37 years old. I asked him, 
How long have you been here? He said, 
I’ve been here 5, 6 years. I said, Really? 
What are you doing? He said, Well, 
that’s my train; I built that train, 
along with my coworkers. I was respon-
sible for building that train. I said, 
Wow, you must have a lot of experi-
ence. He said, No, 5 or 6 years. I said, 5 
or 6 years and you know how to build 
that? He said, Yeah, I was trained by 
the Germans, who came over here and 
helped us understand how to build it, 
but now I’m responsible. 

I said, What did you do before this? 
He said, Well, I finished high school 
and messed around for a while and 
wasn’t going anywhere, so I hired on 
here at the lowest-paying job. 

He is now firmly in the middle class, 
taking pride in his work, taking pride 

in building it in America. That’s a les-
son for us here in Congress. We really 
ought to take that lesson and put it 
into law, into a law that says we’re 
going to use our taxpayers’ money to 
purchase American-made goods and 
equipment. 

Think about the infrastructure in 
America, and let me give you an exam-
ple. It’s kind of interesting when you 
have a long airport flight like I did 
today from Sacramento to Washington 
to read the newspaper. Occasionally, 
you can find some interesting things in 
the newspapers. Oh, here it is, yes. 
California could use $44.5 billion to fix 
an aging water system over the next 
two decades, according to a Federal 
survey by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. Oh, that’s California. We 
have the greatest need, $44.5 billion. 
And Texas, who likes to think it’s 
going to be bigger than California— 
maybe in size, but certainly not better, 
with apologies to my Texas col-
leagues—$34 billion; New York, $22 bil-
lion. And that doesn’t include repairing 
from Sandy. 

It turns out that these are repairs to 
investments that were made by our fa-
thers and mothers and grandfathers 
and their fathers and mothers. So these 
are water systems that have been built 
over the last—in California, over the 
last maybe 120, 130 years; in New York, 
it probably goes back a couple hundred 
years. These are water systems that 
were investments by previous genera-
tions that we have been living on, lit-
erally consuming these investments, 
and not repairing and replacing and up-
grading. Shame on us. It’s as though 
you go to the supermarket once a year 
and you fill your pantry and freezer 
and refrigerator with all the food and 
you simply sit there and you consume 
and you consume. Eventually, the re-
frigerator is empty, the pantry is 
empty, and you go really hungry. 
That’s what we’ve been doing here in 
America. We have been consuming the 
investments of previous generations. 
Here we are with this new report that’s 
out for my State, California, $44.5 bil-
lion; for Texas, $34 billion; and for New 
York, $22 billion, just for the water 
systems. 

b 1950 

That doesn’t include sanitation sys-
tems. That doesn’t include the road 
systems, bridges, highways. 

We’re living off the investments that 
were made by previous generations, 
and we can see the result of that. We’ve 
had bridge collapses recently. Hello? I– 
5, Washington State, we had bridge col-
lapses. Anybody been on the inter-
states and notice the disrepair? I have, 
and I suspect most Americans have. 

So we’re going to have to once again 
invest in our basic infrastructure. And 
when we do, do you know what hap-
pens? Americans go back to work in 
middle class jobs. So that perhaps that 
average American that will never in 
five generations get out of the bottom 
poverty level can jump up into the 
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middle class by getting one of those 
solid construction jobs, which across 
America are middle class jobs. 

We have enormous needs. And, by the 
way, we’re going to have to pay for it. 
I remember when I was in college buy-
ing gasoline at about 19 cents a gallon, 
20 cents a gallon. That was a long time 
ago in the 1960s. And one day I was out 
buying gas—I don’t know, I had some 
time because my car was empty and it 
was slow to fill—and I looked at the 
sticker on the pump and it said, 12 
cents of that 18 cents was tax, an ex-
cise tax, State and Federal. So two- 
thirds of the total cost of that gasoline 
at that time, and that was in 1964, was 
for taxes. Oh, my goodness. Oh, my 
goodness. 

Is the American public aware that 
it’s been since 1990 since the excise tax 
on gasoline has been raised? It’s about 
181⁄2 cents on gasoline, a little higher 
for diesel. What is the cost of gasoline 
in the United States today? $3.50, aver-
age? Do you want to do that mathe-
matics? It’s not two-thirds, not at all. 
So you wonder, where’s the money for 
investments? 

We have decided to consume the in-
vestments that were made in the ’60s 
when the general public—at least in 
California—was willing to pay two- 
thirds of the cost of a gallon of gaso-
line in taxes. So today we consume, 
and we pay the price: we pay the price 
in congestion; we pay the price in safe-
ty; and we pay the price in jobs. 

This is something we’re going to 
have to consider here in Congress. 
We’re going to have to look at our-
selves and we’re going to have to take 
up our courage and say: What are we 
doing here? Are we going to be con-
sumers or are we going to be investors? 
Are we going to consume the invest-
ment of our fathers and mothers or are 
we going to invest in that infrastruc-
ture so that our children can have the 
kind of modern, necessary infrastruc-
ture that they need upon which their 
economy will grow? 

We’re going to have to deal with this 
because the Surface Transportation 
Act has to be renewed this session of 
Congress. Not likely to occur this year, 
but before we end our work in January 
of 2015, we must deal with this issue. 
And so the American Dream, if you 
work hard and you play by the rules, 
you will have the freedom and oppor-
tunity to pursue your own dreams and 
leave your kids—and leave your kids— 
a country where they can chase theirs. 

Let’s just say this is the opening of 
what I hope will be many sessions in 
the evening—or following our session 
in the afternoon or evening—in which 
we engage in a discussion on the Amer-
ican Dream, a discussion about really 
the future of America, a discussion 
that—I see one of my colleagues has 
decided to join us this evening. 

Welcome. Share with us your 
thoughts. We’re pursuing infrastruc-
ture and the American Dream, jobs, 
how we can deal with creating opportu-
nities in America. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I want to thank 
the gentleman from California for 
being consistent in coming down to the 
House floor and always making sure 
that the issues of the day are brought 
to the American people, but also trying 
to persuade the House of Representa-
tives to move in a direction that, quite 
frankly, the case continues to be made 
for these investments that you talk 
about with regard to infrastructure. 

Now, this to me seems like a very 
simple proposition. There was a great 
article today—I think it was today or 
yesterday—by Ezra Klein talking about 
we’ve got to get away from the deficit 
hock issue into the infrastructure hock 
issue. And I want to join the infra-
structure hock caucus, if there is one 
here. But this simply articulates a po-
sition that I’ve held from before the 
American Recovery Act—and still hold 
here today—that we have projects in 
the United States that need to get 
done, that need to get built. Bridges, 
roads, airports, ports, all across the 
country, rail, all across the country, 
investments that need to be made, 
combined sewer systems, all over the 
United States of America, that need to 
get done at some point. 

And what I like about what Mr. Klein 
said is that we’re talking about what 
we’re leaving to the next generation. 
Now, at some point, they’re going to be 
left some deficit. We have an obliga-
tion here in Congress to make policies 
that are going to make investments to 
reduce that deficit. In some instances, 
that means balancing the budget. Over 
the long term, we’re all in agreement 
that that is a moral issue for us not to 
leave that huge deficit for our children 
and our grandchildren. 

But there are also deficits in other 
ways that we could leave our children, 
and that’s if we have infrastructure all 
over the United States that needs fixed 
and we don’t fix it, that is a deficit 
that we are leaving to our children and 
our grandchildren. That road needs 
fixed, that bridge needs fixed, that 
sewer system needs upgraded, the rail 
system needs upgraded. So if we don’t 
make the investment now, someone is 
going to have to make it down the line. 
And the argument we’re making is that 
maybe some money will have to be bor-
rowed today in order to do that project 
or do all of these projects. 

The value of doing it today is two-
fold: One, the money we’re borrowing 
today is almost 1 percent in interest, if 
not less. So we’re borrowing money 
with a very, very, very, very small in-
terest payment to get the job done for 
a project that’s going to have to get 
done anyway. Now, 5 years from now, 
10 years from now, the project is prob-
ably going to need more work, health 
care costs are going to be higher, en-
ergy costs are going to be higher, labor 
costs are going to be higher, so the 
project is going to cost more money be-
cause we’re going to have to do it at 
some point. 

The other factor is that we have high 
unemployment now, double-digit un-

employment, with the men and women 
in the building trades, the men and 
women in the construction area, con-
struction field. So by doing the project 
today, we not only get the project 
done, but we’re also putting people 
back to work that need to go back to 
work that will then have money in 
their pocket to go out and spend and 
pay taxes and to help get the economy 
going again. 

This is a very, very simple economic 
principle that we are trying and fight-
ing to implement here, and we keep 
running into roadblocks—no pun in-
tended—roadblocks that are preventing 
us from getting the economy moving. 
Now, we have an obligation in this 
country to make sure we give the next 
generation a country that is moving in 
the right direction. And I think when 
you couple a strong emphasis on in-
vestments and roads and bridges and 
rail and combined sewer overflow and 
waterlines and dams all across the 
country, we’re going to put people back 
to work, not to mention high-speed 
Internet, which could help light up the 
next generation of American workers. 

b 2000 

So I wanted to come and join my 
friend here, who is carrying the flag 
week in and week out here on the floor, 
to say that we have a lot of work to do 
here; and to the American people, to 
say there are Members in this Chamber 
who are saying: make these invest-
ments. 

The President had a plan. It wasn’t 
quite as big as I wanted it to be or as 
big, I’m sure, as my friend from Cali-
fornia wanted, but he did what he 
thought could, maybe, at least get 
through in a jobs plan. It got shot down 
and hasn’t gotten anywhere in this 
Chamber, so we’ve got a lot of work to 
do. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. The President 
wanted to do two things in this area: 
one, the normal programs—the surface 
transportation program, the water re-
sources bill, which we’re going to be 
working on—but he also wanted to add 
on top of that $50 billion of infrastruc-
ture investment and create an infra-
structure bank, which you so well de-
scribed in your discussion here. None of 
that has been done, which is to the det-
riment of the American worker. 

For example, of the water programs 
that I was talking about early on—the 
$44 billion that’s needed in California— 
for every $1 billion that you spend on a 
water project, you put 28,000 people to 
work with good middle class jobs, and 
I think the numbers would probably be 
similar for highways and bridges and 
the like. This is the great tragedy— 
that we’re not moving in a direction of 
creating the fundamental investments. 
Rather, we are disinvesting—we are 
consuming—and that doesn’t last very 
long, as you so well said. 

So what are we going to do about it? 
Hopefully, this House will undertake 

the same process, find the same wis-
dom of the House of Representatives 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:57 Jun 12, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11JN7.042 H11JNPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
4S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3277 June 11, 2013 
and the Senate when Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, President Eisenhower, brought 
to the Congress a proposal for a na-
tional defense highway system, which 
we now call the interstate system. 

I’m sure you’ve got some examples 
that you’d like to share with us. Let’s 
go back and forth, and we’ll kind of 
toss the ball here. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Yes. I mean, one 
of the things I’d mentioned a couple 
times toward the end is the combined 
sewer systems in all major cities in the 
United States. So if you take a city 
like Akron or Youngstown—mid-sized 
cities in the industrial Midwest— 
you’re talking about between $500 mil-
lion and $1 billion in investments that 
are needed. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. A combined sewer 
system. That’s the stormwater that 
flows into the sewer, and it’s not dis-
connected from the sanitation—toilets 
and the like; is that correct? 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. You want to 
make sure that a lot of this stuff is not 
getting mixed together, and you want 
to make sure that it’s separated, and 
you want to make sure that it’s up to 
date. So these investments that a city 
or a municipality would traditionally 
have to make go well above and beyond 
a city like Akron or a city like 
Youngstown or Cleveland or Detroit or 
Toledo or Milwaukee—all across the 
United States. 

Let’s make this investment. You’re 
talking about cities that have very 
high unemployment rates. Let’s get 
people trained up. We’ve got many 
good, solid union training programs 
out there that would put these people 
to work, that would get this economy 
moving, that have state-of-the-art 
transportation and infrastructure sys-
tems in the United States, and that 
would inject some money into the 
economy on the demand side. We’ve 
been playing the supply side game 
since 1980: cut taxes for the wealthiest, 
deregulate Wall Street and every other 
sector you can deregulate and hope the 
economy takes off; but that ultimately 
led to the boom, bust and to the ulti-
mate collapse in 2008. 

What you’re talking about and what 
I’m talking about is consumer invest-
ment, the demand side: get people back 
to work; get some money in their pock-
ets. They go out and spend it, and the 
economy hums right along because 
there are consumers out there. That 
construction worker pays local taxes 
for the local school district, for the 
mental health levy, for the libraries, 
and you throw some money in the bas-
ket at church on Sunday. It just keeps 
going around and around and around. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. That’s how we 
deal with the deficit. You put Ameri-
cans back to work, and automatically 
the tax revenues increase; and we then 
have a very solid, good way to deal 
with the deficit. On the other hand, as 
you suggested, cuts alone don’t do it. 
What cuts do is to create unemploy-
ment, and we’ve seen that. 

We’ve talked about this extraor-
dinary investment that we need to 

make in rebuilding our existing sys-
tems. Yet in looking at the budget that 
passed this House, which was the Ryan 
Republican budget, they have an 
unallocated $886 billion cut in these 
kinds of programs over the next 10 
years. More than $80 billion a year 
would be taken out of these kinds of in-
vestment programs that we’re talking 
about here so that what we do instead 
of investing for our own generation and 
the next generation is we actually in-
crease the consumption of yesterday’s 
investment, leading us nowhere but to 
more bridges falling, more sewers 
backing up, more levees breaking, and 
more highway congestion. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. As you have 
talked about—and I know on other oc-
casions—what are the investments we 
need to make today, not just in phys-
ical infrastructure, but in other things 
that will lead to the next generation of 
employment? 

The United States’ comparative ad-
vantage in the world has always been 
that we make these investments into 
the next generation of research wheth-
er it’s through the National Institutes 
of Health, the National Science Foun-
dation, the Department of Defense, the 
Department of Energy. Do you know 
what? Sometimes it doesn’t always 
work out, but sometimes it does. When 
it does, we create new areas of the 
economy that can expand and grow 
just like the human genome that has 
led to billions and billions and billions 
of dollars in private investment. 

Here, I think, is the important point 
for a lot of Americans who probably al-
ready know we collectively as a society 
make investments in the research that 
no one company can make on its own, 
this basic research that costs tens of 
millions, if not billions, of dollars over 
many, many, many years that no com-
pany could come in and reap the profits 
of immediately. We collectively say 
that we’re going to make that together 
and then let the companies come in, 
pull out what they want, and take it to 
the private market, get investors, and 
off we go. 

That has been a pretty good recipe 
for the United States for a long time, 
and we’re saying physical infrastruc-
ture but also these investments in re-
search that have led to an explosive 
economy, a dynamic economy here in 
the United States. Now in these budg-
ets that we’re talking about we’re par-
ing back our investments in the Na-
tional Science Foundation and in the 
National Institutes of Health. Not only 
does it affect Alzheimer’s research and 
autism and these kinds of things; it’s 
also taking away from the next genera-
tion of ‘‘what could be’’ in the United 
States. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. I am so pleased 
that you have brought that subject up, 
because it is critical. It is absolutely 
critical for the future economy of this 
Nation and, really, for solving prob-
lems of the world. Those investments 
are critical. 

You did leave out agriculture. I hap-
pen to represent the University of Cali-

fornia at Davis, which is, by my argu-
ment, the largest, best agricultural re-
search program in the world. We know 
the population of the world is going to 
grow, so we’re going to have to con-
tinue the agricultural research. Yet in 
the budget proposals that have passed 
this House and in sequestration—let 
me just put it this way: in sequestra-
tion alone, there is a reduction of $45 
million of research in agriculture at 
the University of California at Davis. 

Now, with health research, I was 
talking to the former dean of the med-
ical school at the University of Cali-
fornia at Davis last week, and she was 
talking about the significant reduction 
in health research, which is affecting 
projects that are already under way. As 
for research programs that were going 
along, suddenly the money is gone, and 
that’s sequestration, which is also part 
of this. 

We can solve America’s problems by 
getting government out of it, by reduc-
ing the role of government. As I said at 
the outset, George Washington didn’t 
believe that. He believed in inserting 
government into the economy as a 
partner in growing it, in growing the 
economy. 

b 2010 

We talk about Thomas Jefferson and 
education and how he believed that 
education—education and research—go 
together. These are fundamental in-
vestments along with infrastructure. 
Yet, in this House, there’s an unwill-
ingness by the majority party to ad-
dress this fundamental axiom of eco-
nomic growth: education, research, in-
frastructure, manufacturing the things 
that come from that, building the mid-
dle class, building the economy. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I know you and I 
are not going to defend wasteful gov-
ernment programs. They should go. 

We are now in a new economy that is 
information-based and very dynamic in 
so many ways, faster than anything 
that we’ve ever experienced in the 
country. And I think there are some 
programs that we historically have had 
that probably we don’t need to have 
any more, and there are also programs 
that need to be tweaked and changed, 
as far as how we are training our work-
force and how we are investing, and our 
new understandings of our brain, for 
example. 

All of this research should begin to 
change the way we approach some of 
these investments that we’ve made be-
fore we had that knowledge. So we 
probably do need to shift resources into 
areas, but clearly we aren’t making 
enough investments. We clearly still 
have 25 percent or 30 percent, in many 
high schools, of kids not graduating. 
We need to figure out how to make, for 
example, school a lot more exciting. 
We have programs in robotics. We have 
programs in Legos. We have kids that 
need to do a lot more hands-on stuff to 
get them excited about learning. 
That’s going to take some investment 
to make. 
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Let me give you 

an example. 
Today, in the Daily Republic news-

paper in Fairfield, they ran a story 
that’s exactly on your point. I’m just 
going to take a second and read some 
of this. 

This is a program that EDF Renew-
able Energy, which operates wind tur-
bines between Rio Vista and Fairfield 
and Suisun City in my district—we 
have a big wind farm there—they are 
funding a program at Rio Vista High 
School for this year as a way to pro-
mote job training in green industries. 

Jim Bard is the instructor in the re-
newable energy class, which empha-
sizes wind energy. So it’s exactly what 
you said. This private company that 
has these numerous wind turbines—I 
think several hundred wind turbines on 
this big wind farm—needs workers. So 
they’ve gone to the local high school, 
and they’re creating what I suppose at 
one time was called a vocational edu-
cation class. It’s getting the kids edu-
cated and prepared to take jobs in their 
own neighborhood. 

So here you see the green tech-
nology—wind energy—coupling up with 
education to provide middle class jobs. 
It’s a great example. My congratula-
tions to EDF and their renewable en-
ergy program, to Jim Bard and to the 
folks in Rio Vista at the Rio Vista 
High School, which I proudly rep-
resent. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. You make a good 
point. 

I remember having a conversation 
with a friend of mine who is a lot more 
conservative than me. We were talking 
about the government’s role in these 
different things. He said, Well, what 
about the phone company and the 
original government investments into 
telephones? As the conversation pro-
ceeded he said they weren’t doing it 
well enough and the private sector 
could do it a lot better. 

My point was, Yeah, we all have 
fights with our cell phone companies 
now on our cell phone bills, but no 
company was going to be able to do at 
that point what the government came 
in and said they were going to do. I’m 
not defending every government pro-
gram. What I’m saying is there is a 
role that has been successful in the his-
tory of our country. 

Whether it was the phone company 
back then or green technology today, 
how do we begin to incentivize these 
investments that are good for the envi-
ronment, that could create a whole 
new sector of manufacturing? How 
many tons of steel go into a windmill? 
How many thousands of component 
parts go into a windmill that may be 
made one day by three-dimensional 
printers and additive manufacturing? 
This is all starting to tie together. But 
while the Chinese and the Indians and 
other countries are making these in-
vestments, we’re sitting on our hands 
saying, Ah, the private sector will do 
it. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Thank you so 
much for bringing that out. 

Back to George Washington. I like to 
talk about the Founding Fathers be-
cause it’s often used on the floor to dis-
parage one or another programs. But 
I’d like to talk in a positive way. 

He also said the Federal Government 
has a fundamental role in infrastruc-
ture development, and he cited three 
different things: ports, roads and ca-
nals. 

The very first President of this Na-
tion was doing what we continue to do 
to this day, although at a much lower 
level than our Nation needs today. So 
this is a long tradition of America, and 
it’s one that really works. 

Education, research, infrastructure 
and manufacturing, you tie those to-
gether and then you build the founda-
tion for economic growth and a just 
and equitable society so people have a 
chance to climb the economic ladder, 
to go as high as they want to. You’re 
giving them the tools that they need to 
succeed. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I want to thank 
the gentleman for making that a point. 

If you look at the United States as 
we compete against other Nordic coun-
tries, Australia and some other coun-
tries in Europe, we do not have the up-
ward mobility. Meaning if you’re born 
poor—and we talk a lot about the 
American Dream and moving up the 
ladder. If you are born poor in Amer-
ica, we rank about ninth or tenth in 
our citizens’ ability to climb up 
through that ladder and get themselves 
into the middle class. That, to me, is a 
benchmark of how we’ve moved away 
from that philosophy that we had for 
many years, up until the 1980s, where 
we were going to make key invest-
ments that were going to help people 
climb up that economic ladder. 

That citizen has to bring initiative, 
has to bring ingenuity, has to bring de-
termination. I am not one of these peo-
ple who thinks every kid needs to get a 
trophy in Little League. I don’t adhere 
to that philosophy. Kids are going to 
fail, but we need to help pick them up. 
At the same time, you can have poli-
cies that allow and cultivate the abil-
ity for people to go up the economic 
ladder, to not have such a disadvantage 
in life and an economic system that 
doesn’t facilitate that to ultimately 
where we’re getting bypassed by some 
of these other countries who have a dif-
ferent philosophy than we do. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Thank you for 
raising that, my colleague from the 
great manufacturing sector of, I guess, 
the eastern part of the middle west. Is 
that fair enough? 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Fair enough. 
Mr. GARAMENDI. This is an inter-

esting chart that I came across a while 
ago. It talks about income growth, the 
issue you were just talking about: How 
does an individual rise and climb the 
economic ladder and what kind of suc-
cess do they have? 

This is the income growth from 1996 
to 2011. I kind of displayed this on a 
football field. Years ago I played foot-
ball with some modest success. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Leather helmets? 
Mr. GARAMENDI. I did wear a hel-

met, and I don’t recall any concus-
sions. 

The bottom 90 percent of our popu-
lation has seen an income growth—this 
is adjusted for inflation—of $59 over 
this period, 1966 to 2011. That’s some 55 
years. 

Basically, 90 percent of the popu-
lation has stalled out and is not able to 
climb the ladder. That’s about 1 inch. I 
guess that’s even a referee’s error if 
they pull the chains out. 

The top 10 percent of the population 
has gone half the football field, and 
they’ve seen their income growth ex-
pand by $116,071 over this same period 
of time. So 90 percent of the population 
has seen $59 in growth, and the top 10 
percent have seen a little over $110,000. 

The 1 percent of the population, the 
very tip-top—these are not the 3 
percenters. This is the 1 percent. They 
have gone 21⁄2 football fields in com-
parison, and they’ve seen their income 
grow at over a half-million dollars a 
year, $628,817. 

b 2020 

Now, even a smaller group, one-tenth 
of 1 percent of the American popu-
lation, have seen their income grow by 
72 football fields compared to the bot-
tom 90 percent. They have seen their 
annual income grow by $18 million a 
year. 

So what’s happening here in the 
United States—and I talked about it 
earlier before you arrived—and maybe 
this is a reasonable place to leave it be-
cause we are going to run out of time. 
This is not class warfare. This is eco-
nomic reality. This is where the middle 
class and the lower income poverty 
class have been static. And the very 
tippy top, the top 10 percent and above, 
have seen significant income growth 
over that period of time. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I would just like 
to say, we all say let the free market 
work and all of this. But when there’s 
a savings and loan issue or there’s a 
Wall Street collapse and a lot of very 
wealthy people in the country are 
going to lose a lot of money, here 
comes Secretary Paulson with his hair 
on fire walking around Capitol Hill 
saying we need $700 billion of the tax-
payers’ money. You know, over and 
over and over again, we’ve seen this in 
the last 30 years with this system of 
heavy deregulation and heavy cuts for 
the top 1 percent. 

So it looks like they’re making a lot 
of money, and that’s high risk and high 
reward in a deregulated market; but 
when things collapse, here comes the 
government to save the day. It’s a pret-
ty good deal. I’ve got 1,700 families 
going bankrupt in my district just on 
health care alone. Nobody’s rushing in 
to say: Oop, that shouldn’t matter. It’s 
a health care issue, so you’re not going 
to go bankrupt. That is, in essence, 
what happened to a lot of these folks. 
Someone came to the rescue, and that 
someone was the taxpayer. 
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Wall Street was 

taken care of, but not Main Street. 
That’s what happened. 

This is not just the result of just a 
free market system operating. This is a 
result of specific government policy 
over the last 50 years that has resulted 
in a skewing of the wealth of America, 
a skewing of that wealth from the 
great majority of Americans, as many 
as 90 percent, to the very tippy top of 
the income class. 

And so over the next, I don’t know, 3, 
4 weeks, maybe 2 months, I want to 
take this issue up of: What happened to 
the American Dream? What happened 
to it? 

When you see these kinds of statis-
tics that children live in poverty and it 
takes four or five, five to six genera-
tions before a child that is in poverty 
today, their successor generations will 
be able to rise to the top of the middle 
class, almost 150 years, five, six genera-
tions before a person in poverty can 
climb the economic ladder, that’s in-
credible, and that speaks to something 
terribly wrong here in America. 

When education, when half of the 
children from the wealthier families 
graduate from college and only 9 per-
cent of the children from the low-in-
come classes are able to graduate from 
college, these are problems that exist. 

If you want to take one more shot at 
a closing statement, then I’m going to 
end by quoting Bill Clinton. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I have one point 
to make. Why are we talking about in-
equality and poor folks and upward 
mobility? The reason is we only have 
313 million people in the United States. 
We’re competing against 1.3 or 1.4 bil-
lion in China, and 1.3 or 1.4 billion in 
India. We have to have everybody on 
that football field playing for us eco-
nomically, wearing the jersey that says 
‘‘U.S.A.’’ on it, so we can compete eco-
nomically. So we need to get innova-
tive and we need to make these kinds 
of investments if we’re going to get ev-
erybody on the field, graduated from 
high school, on a track to go into man-
ufacturing or some of these other 
trades so we can really have a renais-
sance in the United States economy. 

I thank the gentleman. 
Mr. GARAMENDI. I thank you, Mr. 

RYAN, for that analogy. I really like 
that one. 

I’m going to end with this by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton: 

If you work hard and you play by the rules, 
you’ll have the freedom and opportunity to 
pursue your own dreams and leave your kids 
a country where they can chase theirs. 

That’s our goal. We’re going to talk 
about these things, about the Amer-
ican Dream, what happened to it and 
what we need to restore it, and how we 
can make things in America and how 
we can rebuild the American economy. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO FALLEN FIRST 
RESPONDERS OF WEST, TEXAS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-

LINS of New York). Under the Speaker’s 

announced policy of January 3, 2013, 
the Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. FLORES) for 30 min-
utes. 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, the city 
of West, Texas, is a small, tight-knit 
community located a few miles north 
of Waco, Texas, with a population of 
just under 3,000. West is commonly 
known for its Czech bakeries, Czech 
gift shops and antique stores, and it 
has been recognized as the ‘‘Czech Her-
itage Capital of Texas.’’ 

On April 17, the city of West was sub-
ject to a catastrophic explosion that 
was felt hundreds of miles away. The 
tragic explosion injured hundreds, 
caused tens of millions of dollars in 
damage, and took 15 lives. 

On the evening of the explosion, first 
responders from West and surrounding 
communities responded to a fire at the 
West Fertilizer Company. These brave 
men worked to try and tame the flames 
and evacuate a nearby apartment com-
plex and nursing home when the explo-
sion erupted and rocked this small 
community. 

When the smoke cleared and the res-
cue mission was complete, we learned 
we had lost 12 first responders. These 
brave men died while doing the job 
that they were trained and prepared to 
do in order to keep our community 
safe. Today, we honor and remember 
these fallen first responders who put 
themselves in harm’s way for the good 
of their family, their friends, their 
neighbors, and their community. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
Morris Wayne Bridges, Jr., of West, 
Texas. He was born February 28, 1972, 
in Dallas, Texas, to Morris and Sharon 
Bridges. He attended schools in Dallas 
and later became a pipefitter for Ac-
tion Fire Pro in Waxahachie, Texas. He 
had been a volunteer for the West Fire 
Department for the past 3 years. 

Morris loved to ride motorcycles. He 
also loved to go fishing and enjoyed 
camping and the outdoors. 

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents. He leaves to cherish his memory 
his wife, Carmen Bridges; three chil-
dren, Brent Bridges, Brittany Bridges, 
and Jaemeson Bridges, all of West; and 
two sisters, Lula Mill of Bristol and 
Melinda Hager of Olean, Missouri; and 
many friends and extended family. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
Perry Wayne Calvin of Frost, Texas. He 
was born January 18, 1976, in Dallas, 
Texas, to Phil and Cindy Calvin. He 
graduated from Frost High School and 
attended the Fire Academy and Emer-
gency Medical Technician school at 
Hill College. Perry was a self-employed 
farmer and loved the outdoors. He was 
a member of the Navarro Mills Volun-
teer Fire Department and the Mertens 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

Perry enjoyed horseback riding, ro-
deos, fishing, and especially spending 
time with his family. 

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents. He leaves to cherish his memory 
his wife, Rebecca Ann Calvin; two sons, 
Paul Wyatt Calvin and Preston Calvin, 

all of Frost; a brother, Wes Calvin and 
his wife, Emily, of Frost; two sisters, 
Penny Dixon of Bryan-College Station 
and Page Calvin, who is currently serv-
ing in the United States Air Force; his 
grandmother, Edna Calvin of Hutchins; 
and several nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
Jerry Dane Chapman of Hillsboro. He 
was born April 7, 1987, in Pampa, Texas, 
to Martin Dane and Rhonda Chapman. 
He grew up in Pampa and moved to 
Hillsboro in 2003. Jerry had various 
jobs early in his career and ultimately 
discovered his passion, which began 
when he became a member of the Ab-
bott Volunteer Firefighters. He then 
proceeded to work towards becoming 
an emergency medical technician. 

He loved all things Batman, Star 
Wars, Tolkien, and was an avid video 
gamer. As an avid electronics enthu-
siast, he always wanted to be on the 
cutting edge of technology. He was a 
generous person; he would give what he 
had to anyone in need. 

b 2030 
Jerry was known for his passion for 

helping others, both those he knew and 
those he did not. His willingness and 
giving spirit were fit for the career he 
chose to pursue as a firefighter and an 
EMT. 

He was preceded in death by an 
uncle, Rodney McCulloch, who was also 
a volunteer firefighter. He leaves to 
cherish his memory, his parents, Dane 
and Rhonda Chapman of Hillsboro; ma-
ternal grandfather, Bryan McCulloch, 
and his wife, Joy, of Plainview; mater-
nal grandmother, Charlotte McCulloch, 
of Lubbock; paternal grandparents, 
Gerald and Janet Chapman of Ama-
rillo; great grandmother, Gladys Ragle, 
of Lubbock; one sister, Shay 
Pohlmann, and her husband, Justin, of 
Nacogdoches; niece, Chloe Rose 
Pohlmann, of Nacogdoches; and many 
friends and extended family. 

Mr. Speaker, tonight we remember 
Cody Frank Dragoo of West. He was 
born October 15, 1962, in Billings, Mon-
tana, to Christopher Clyde and Mildred 
Dragoo. Cody graduated from Montana 
State University with a degree in agri-
culture. 

He had been employed with the West 
Chemical and Fertilizer plant for many 
years. As a member of the West Volun-
teer Fire Department, Cody was very 
involved with the annual volunteer fire 
department barbecue cook-off fund-
raiser and organized tractor pulls in 
West. 

Cody enjoyed hunting, fishing, cook-
ing, watching NASCAR, and being with 
family and friends. He was a member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church of the As-
sumption in West and the Knights of 
Columbus Council 2305. He served as 
the president of the Cottonwood Water 
Supply. 

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents and a brother, Tom Dragoo. He 
leaves to cherish his memory his be-
loved wife, Patty Dragoo, of West; sis-
ters, Shirley McDonald, and husband, 
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Matt, of Billings, Montana, and Loret-
ta Fisher and husband, Richard of Fort 
Worth; brother-in-law, Gary Berger, of 
West; sisters-in-law and brothers-in- 
law Carolyn and Ron Sumner of Hous-
ton, David and Janet Mynar, of 
Midlothian, Michael and Natalie 
Mynar of Weatherford, Susan and 
James Miller, of West, and Cindy and 
Tony Kubacak, of West; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, and other extended 
family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
Captain Kenneth ‘‘Luckey’’ Harris, Jr., 
of West. He was born November 21, 1960, 
in Killeen, Texas, to Kenneth Luckey 
Harris, Sr. and Scottie Harris. He grad-
uated from Crawford High School and 
went on to attend McLennan Commu-
nity College until he was accepted into 
the Dallas Fire Academy. 

He graduated from the Dallas Fire 
Academy in 1982 and served as a fire-
fighter with the Dallas Fire Depart-
ment for over 31 years, attaining the 
rank of captain. He also owned Harris 
Home Inspections and Construction 
with his family. 

Luckey loved offshore fishing with 
his sons and spending time on his boat, 
the Boots Up he called it. He also en-
joyed hunting, traveling, and spending 
time with friends. He was a member of 
the High Point Church in Waco and the 
Dallas Firefighters Associated Local 
58. 

He leaves to cherish his memory his 
beloved wife of 28 years, Holly Harris, 
of West; three sons, Jud Harris, of 
Grapevine, Jarrod Harris and Heath 
Harris, both of Midland; mother, Scot-
tie Isham, and husband, Emory, of 
West; father, Ken Harris, and wife, 
Annita, of Crawford; sisters, Anne Har-
ris, of Quinlan, Carmen Burkhart and 
husband, Brian, of Hutto; three nieces, 
Abby Hunt and husband, Jeff, Bethany 
Grubb and fiance, Jay Baker, and An-
drea Burkhart; nephew, Perry 
Burkhart; great-nephew, Hayden Hunt; 
and many friends and extended family. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
Jimmy Ray Matus of West. He was 
born November 9, 1960, in Waco to Ray-
mond Rudolf and Lillian Francis 
Matus. He attended St. Mary’s School, 
was a graduate of West High School, 
and also attended McLennan Commu-
nity College. 

Jimmy started working at his family 
business, Westex Welding & Fire Appa-
ratus, at a very young age. He contin-
ued to work there for the next 40 years 
and spent the last 20 years managing 
all aspects of the business. 

Jimmy was a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church of the Assumption, 
the SPJST Lodge 54, Sokol West, 
where he served as past president, the 
State Fireman’s Association, and was 
an honorary member of the Masonic 
Lodge in West. Jimmy also served on 
the West ISD School Board and played 
the role of Santa Claus for many orga-
nizations, including Sokol in the City 
of West. 

He was preceded in death by his be-
loved wife, Gail Matus. He leaves to 

cherish his memory his parents, Ray-
mond and Lillian Matus, of West; son, 
Dustin Matus and fiance, Becca 
Wright, of West; daughter, Jennifer 
Kalina and fiance, Brian Walker, of 
Lorena; two stepdaughters, Heather 
Roberson and Derek Barnes, both of 
Bosqueville, and Karry Dornak and 
husband, Jeff, of Spring; two sisters, 
Kathy Matus and Cindy Matus, both of 
West; brother, Thomas Matus, and 
wife, Ruth Ann, of Chalk Bluff; five 
great grandchildren; and numerous ex-
tended family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember Jo-
seph F. Pustejovsky, Jr. of West. He 
was born August 3, 1983, in Waco to Jo-
seph Frank ‘‘Joe’’ Pustejovsky, Sr. and 
Carolyn Pustejovsky. He attended St. 
Mary’s School, graduated from West 
High School, and also attended 
McClennan Community College. 

Since 2009, he had served as the city 
secretary for West. He had also worked 
for the Sears and Roebuck Company, 
and as a personal property appraiser 
for McLennan County Appraisal Dis-
trict. 

Joey liked to hunt, play golf and 
work in his yard and was an avid Texas 
A&M fan. He loved spending time with 
his children and his family. He also en-
joyed being actively involved with his 
community, his church, and the fire de-
partment family. 

He was a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church of the Assumption in 
West, where he started the youth min-
istry and was a director of the Catholic 
Brothers and Sisters United Youth 
Ministry for 2 years. He also served as 
a gift bearer and CCE teacher. 

He was also a member of the Knights 
of Columbus Council Number 2305, and 
the Monsignor George 4th Degree As-
sembly 2391, also the West ACTS Men’s 
Community, West ACTS Core, where he 
served as treasurer, the County Line 
Aggie Club, the West Fire Department, 
where he served as treasurer, and the 
National Rifle Association. 

He was preceded in death by his 
brother, Jeremy Pustejovsky, and 
grandparents, Frankie Kapavik, Sr., 
and Anton and Helen Pustejovsky. He 
leaves to cherish his memory his be-
loved wife of a year, Kelly Pustejovsky, 
of West; children, Parker, Beau, Kayla 
and Ashley, all of West; parents, Joe 
and Carolyn Pustejovsky, of West; 
grandmother, Teresa Compton and hus-
band, Marcus, of Crawford; brother, 
Bradley Pustejovsky and wife, Dolores, 
of West; in-laws, Joe and Brenda 
Sebesta, of Waco, brother-in-law, David 
Sebesta, of Fort Worth; and numerous 
aunts, uncles, other relatives and 
friends. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
Captain Cyrus Adam Reed of Houston. 
He was born February 11, 1984, in Hous-
ton to Mark Andrew and Lucy Reed. He 
was a member of the Abbott Volunteer 
Fire Department, the Bynum Volun-
teer Fire Department, the West Ambu-
lance Department, a former member of 
the Elm Mott Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. He was affiliated with the Com-

munity Volunteer Fire Department in 
Alief, and he was also an Eagle Scout 
in Troop 1110. 

Cyrus lived his life with an infectious 
smile, a giant heart, and a dedication 
to honor which he would not com-
promise. 

He was preceded in death by his 
grandparents, Charles P. Reed and E. 
Miles II and Shirley Ann Brown; uncle, 
Edwin Miles Brown II; and uncle, Rob-
ert Zulko. He leaves to cherish his 
memory his grandmother, Martha J. 
Reed of Lewisburg, Pennsylvania; par-
ents, Mark and Lucy Reed of Houston; 
sister, Sarah Reed and fiance, David 
Hobbs, of Houston; niece, Edith Chey-
enne of Houston; brother, Bryce Reed 
and wife, Brittany; and their daughter, 
Finley, of West; three aunts, three un-
cles, 11 cousins, and many friends. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
Kevin William Sanders. He was born 
October 13, 1979, outside of Chicago to 
Duane and Sandra Sanders. He grew up 
in Palos Hills, Illinois, and graduated 
from Marist High School. He graduated 
from the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign with a bachelor’s de-
gree in animal science and from Park-
land College with a veterinary techni-
cian certification. 

Kevin truly believed in the strength 
and goodness of people. His passion in 
life was helping and caring for others. 
He held several registered veterinary 
technician positions in Champaign, Il-
linois; Fort Wayne, Indiana; Plainfield, 
Illinois; Waco, Texas; and Hewitt, 
Texas. 

Kevin always did as he thought was 
right and strove to be the best that he 
could be. 

b 2040 

He taught at Fox College in Tinley 
Park, Illinois, and McLennan Commu-
nity College in Waco, Texas, inspiring 
greatness in his students at each loca-
tion. Kevin lived for the service of oth-
ers through his participation in the 
Plainfield Emergency Management 
Agency in Illinois and the Bruceville- 
Eddy Volunteer Fire Department in 
Texas. 

Kevin loved caring for animals, work-
ing on cars, restoring his 1970 Dodge 
Charger, listening to music and attend-
ing concerts, watching the Chicago 
Bears and the Fighting Illini, playing 
paintball and spending time with his 
family. 

He was preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Duane Sanders. He leaves to cher-
ish his memory his wife, Sarah Sand-
ers; son, Reeve Sanders; mother, San-
dra Sanders; maternal grandmother, 
Eleanore Frey; sister, Jeannette, and 
her husband, Tim White; brother, 
Scott, and his wife, Allison Sanders; 
and many friends and extended family. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
Captain Douglas ‘‘Doug’’ James 
Snokhous of West. He was born Janu-
ary 1, 1963 in Hillsboro to Jimmy Ru-
dolph and Louise Marie Snokhous. He 
attended St. Mary’s School, was part of 
the West Boy Scouts and spent most of 
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his childhood with his dad and uncles 
at the West Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. He played baseball and football 
for the West Trojans and graduated 
from West High School. After high 
school, he began his career at Central 
Texas Iron Works. 

Doug loved spending time with fam-
ily, especially his 7-month old grand-
son, Hogan James. He enjoyed hunting, 
golfing, fishing, talking with friends 
and cooking barbecue. Doug’s passion 
was volunteering with the West Volun-
teer Fire Department, alongside his 
brother, Robert. 

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, and his brother, Bob, died in the 
same accident that took Doug’s life. He 
leaves to cherish his memory his wife 
of 13 years, Donna Snokhous of West; 
two daughters, Lauren and Laken 
Snokhous, both of West; grandson, 
Hogan James; stepsons, Steven Beseda 
and his wife, Maggie, of Eva Beach, Ha-
waii; and Paul Beseda and his wife, 
Amy, of West; stepdaughter DeAnna 
Reaves and her husband, Brandon, of 
Azle; three step-grandchildren; sister, 
Karen Hoelscher and her husband, 
Keith, of West; brother, Barry 
Snokhous and his wife, Sayoko, of Oki-
nawa, Japan; sister-in-law, Alison 
Snokhous of West; along with nieces 
and nephews; a great-niece and great- 
nephew; numerous other relatives, and 
many friends. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
Captain Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Louis Snokhous 
of West. He was born June 4, 1964, in 
Hillsboro to Jimmy Rudolph and Lou-
ise Marie Snokhous. He graduated from 
West High School and received an As-
sociate Degree from Texas State Tech-
nical College in Waco. He was a project 
manager for Central Texas Iron Works 
in Waco and was on their emergency 
response team. 

Bob was a volunteer for the West 
Fire Department, where he held a pas-
sion for putting out fires. He was a 
member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
of the Assumption and the Knights of 
Columbus West Council No. 2305. He 
loved hunting and outdoor barbecues. 

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, and his brother, Doug, died in the 
same accident that took Bob’s life. He 
leaves to cherish his memory his be-
loved wife of 13 years, Alison 
Snokhous; son Robert ‘‘Bubba’’ 
Snokhous, Jr., of Cape Coral, Florida; 
daughters Margee Snokhous of Cape 
Coral, Florida, and McKenzie Ryan of 
West; brother Barry Snokhous and 
wife, Sayoko, of Okinawa, Japan; sis-
ter, Karen Hoelscher and her husband, 
Keith, of Ross, Texas; two grand-
children, Kandence and Kameron 
Snokhous of Cape Coral; several nieces 
and nephews; a great-niece and great- 
nephew; and numerous other relatives 
and many friends. 

Mr. Speaker, today we remember 
William Ray ‘‘Buck’’ Uptmor, Jr., of 
Abbott. He was born April 11, 1968, in 
Waco, to Billy Ray Uptmor, Sr. and 
Beverly Ann Uptmor. He graduated 
from West High School, and went on to 

study air conditioning for 2 years at 
Hill Junior College. He also attended 
Texas State Technical Institute, where 
he studied auto body work. For over 25 
years, he owned and operated Uptmor 
Welding and Construction. He built 
fences, barns and arenas, including de-
signing and constructing the Hubbard 
Arena and Auction facility. 

Buck grew up loving the outdoors. He 
loved to camp, hunt, fish, ride horses 
and work cattle. He was an animal 
lover, and he was always picking up 
strays. He also loved watching his chil-
dren’s sporting events, coaching Little 
League, and supporting his daughter in 
barrel racing. He trained and jockeyed 
racehorses and was the drummer for 
the Billy Uptmor and the Makers band. 
Buck loved rodeo and rode saddle 
broncs, bareback broncs, and bulls. He 
also liked to grill, and he thought he 
was a great chef. He was also a member 
of St. Martin Catholic Church in Tours, 
the West Longhorn Club, where he 
served as director, Catholic Life, and 
SPJST Lodge 6 in Cottonwood. 

He leaves to cherish his memory his 
beloved wife of 13 years, Arcy Uptmor 
of Abbott; sons, Hunter and Trevor 
Uptmor, both of Abbott; daughter, 
Dusty Uptmor of Abbott; parents, Billy 
and Beverly Uptmor of Tours; grand-
mother, Agnes Middleton of Tours; 
brother, Brian Uptmor and his wife, 
Kris, of Tours; sister, Bethany Raines 
and her husband, Matt, of Tours; moth-
er-in-law, Julia Silva of Pharr; and sev-
eral nieces, nephews, other relatives 
and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, these 12 men paid the 
ultimate sacrifice while providing for 
the safety and security of the commu-
nity of West. They all died doing what 
they loved to do, which was serving 
and protecting others. They will for-
ever be remembered as heroes. Their 
selfless service is a model for the rest 
of us to follow. 

These men each exemplified the 
words of Jesus in John 15:13: 

Greater Love has no man than this: 
that he lay down his life for his friends. 

I am in awe of the outpouring of sup-
port for the West community from sur-
rounding communities and indeed from 
people across this Nation and around 
the world. We are hopeful this great 
town will quickly and fully recover 
from this tragic event. All of the help 
that has been given and continues to 
come will certainly speed the recovery 
process. Tragedies such as this explo-
sion remind us of how fragile life really 
is. 

I ask that everyone please remember 
to pray often for our country during 
these difficult times. Please pray for 
our military men and women who pro-
tect our country from threats abroad 
and for our first responders who pro-
tect us from threats here at home. 

Mr. Speaker, before I close this 
evening, I would like to recognize the 
West Veterans Honor Guard. 

Throughout the decade of the 1990s, 
due in part to the reduction of the 
country’s Active Duty military forces 

and coupled with the increasing num-
ber of World War II-era veterans reach-
ing the ends of their lives, the Depart-
ment of Defense was typically unable 
to provide graveside military honors to 
deceased veterans. In 1990, West VFW 
Post 4819 and its commander, Frank 
Podsednik, answered the call and se-
lected fellow member Harry Lee Hykel 
to form and lead the West Veterans 
Honor Guard, whose mission has be-
come ‘‘Honoring Those Who Served.’’ 

The original group consisted of 
Squad Leader Captain Harry Lee 
Hykel, bugler Bob Fuller, Jim Garrett, 
Chaplain C.J. Hlavaty, Ernest Holecek, 
Claude King, Robert Kreid, Boyd 
Mangrum, Riflemen Frank Podsednik, 
Robert Podsednik, Alwood Scheler, and 
Color Bearers Gene Schutza and Ernest 
Zahirniak. 

The VFW Honor Guard was later 
joined by American Legion members to 
become the West Veterans Honor 
Guard. Additions and transitions to the 
squad include Color Bearer Ross ‘‘BO’’ 
Bohannon, Rob Buchanan, Chaplain 
Marvin Cepak, Michael Driscoll, Jerry 
Kadlubar, John Kostecka, Joe Laubert, 
William Karlik, Ronnie Matus, William 
Pavelka, Dan Pokluda, Riflemen Buddy 
Shields, Steve Soukup, Robert 
Sanislav, Chris Waters, Russell Willsey 
and Robert Zahirniak. 

In addition to rendering military 
honors at veterans’ funerals, the honor 
guard participates in numerous civic 
functions and ceremonies throughout 
Central Texas, including leading and 
marching in Westfest Labor Day pa-
rade, providing a color honor guard, 
providing display of service flags and 
displaying the POW/MIA flag. 

Since its inception in 1990, the West 
Veterans Honor Guard has provided the 
longstanding military tradition of fu-
neral honors, ceremonial elements of 
flag folding and presentation, playing 
‘‘Taps,’’ providing rifle details, and 
providing color guards at over 430 fu-
nerals. 

Mr. Speaker, tonight I honor the 
West Veterans Honor Guard for all that 
they have done for our great commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, on June 8, America lost 
Army Lieutenant Colonel Todd Clark 
in the war on terror. 

Lieutenant Colonel Todd Clark was a 
native of New York, and his father, 
Jack, was an Army Colonel. Todd was 
in the Junior ROTC while in high 
school, and upon graduation, attended 
Texas A&M University where he would 
join Company B–2 in the Corps of Ca-
dets. 

b 2050 

At the time of his tragic death, he 
was a brigade level advisor to the 10th 
Mountain Division. He would serve on 
five separate deployments in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

During his 17 years of service to our 
country, Lieutenant Colonel Clark 
earned many awards and decorations. 
He earned three Bronze Star Medals, 
the Purple Heart, two Meritorious 
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Service Medals, the Army Commenda-
tion with Combat Distinguishing De-
vice ‘‘V,’’ four Army Commendation 
Medals, three Army Achievement Med-
als, the Army Reserve Components 
Achievement Medal, the National De-
fense Service Medal with Bronze Serv-
ice Star, the Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal, the Kosova Campaign 
Medal with Bronze Service Star, two 
Afghanistan Campaign Medals with 
Bronze Service Star, four Iraq Cam-
paign Medals with Bronze Service Star, 
the Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, the Korean De-
fense Service Medal, the Army Service 
Ribbon, three Overseas Service Rib-
bons, the NATO Medal Kosova and the 
NATO Medal Combat Action Badge, 
and the Basic Parachuters Badge. 

At the conclusion of his current tour 
in Afghanistan, Lieutenant Colonel 
Clark’s next assignment was going to 
bring him back to Texas as he was 
poised to become the executive officer 
or the second-in-command of the Re-
serve Officers Training Core at his 
alma mater, Texas A&M University. 

In the coming days, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Todd Clark will be laid to rest at 
Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery 
in West. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family of Lieutenant Colonel 
Todd Clark. He will be forever remem-
bered as an outstanding soldier, hus-
band, and father. We thank him and his 
family for their service and sacrifice 
for our country. His sacrifice also re-
flects the words of Jesus in John 15:13: 
‘‘Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.’’ 

God bless our military men and 
women, and God bless America. 

f 

DEFENDING LIBERTY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GRIF-
FITH) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. I stand 
here today on the floor of the United 
States House of Representatives, and I 
come to talk about matters of import 
to this country and what should be im-
portant to each and every one of us. 

I often look, as I’m sitting on the 
floor getting ready to cast votes, down 
here at the front. You see ‘‘tolerance’’ 
and ‘‘justice.’’ And you see the word 
‘‘liberty’’—you may not be able to see 
it at home, but there they are carved 
into the wood here. 

Liberty is extremely important to 
this country, and liberty is a fragile 
creature which can easily be extin-
guished if we, as citizens of the United 
States—and particularly those of us 
who are Members of Congress—do not 
take the opportunity to defend liberty, 
even when it sometimes may seem to 
be unpopular. 

Now we have, of recent, heard in the 
press reports that certain agencies of 
the United States Government have 

been accessing all kinds of informa-
tion—phone records, et cetera. I think 
this is wrong. I think that the ap-
proach that has been taken is an over-
reach under the PATRIOT Act—al-
though I believe that, when written, 
there were gray areas of the PATRIOT 
Act which could have been anticipated 
that there would be an overreach by 
the government. But some have inter-
preted that it’s okay that you gather 
information even if it’s just in the 
megadata on millions and millions of 
American citizens. I do not take that 
position. I believe that it is wrong, And 
I believe it cuts to the core of liberty 
in this country. 

Let me explain. 
To understand why we do things that 

we do, we have to look at the history of 
this country and, many times, of other 
countries, particularly Great Britain. 
When we look at our right not to have 
the government intrude into our 
homes, into our thoughts, into our very 
beings, it goes back to before the 
American Revolution. I would point to 
the 1760s as being instrumental. 

As a student of history at Emory and 
Henry College, I learned under Pro-
fessor Raiser there that there was a fel-
low named John Wilkes. Now, John 
Wilkes was a rake of a man, and many 
times his actions I would not have ap-
proved of. But whether by design or 
just by circumstance, John Wilkes 
weighs heavy in both America’s history 
and in the history of Great Britain. 

John Wilkes was from London. He 
stood for Parliament, was a member of 
Parliament. He began a secret printing 
on things that he didn’t think that 
George III was doing correctly in the 
1760s. One of those he printed in what 
was called the paper, the North Brit-
ain. 

In North Britain 35, John Wilkes ac-
tually inferred that George III may 
have acted dishonestly in reaching a 
treaty with the French. Needless to 
say, George III was incensed that this 
happened, and he issued, through his 
ministers, what was known as a gen-
eral warrant—that meaning that they 
could go, even though they didn’t have 
a specific person, they didn’t have a 
specific place, they could go into parts 
of London and search house to house, 
seizing papers, property, whatever they 
thought might lead to the conclusion 
of who was printing the North Britain 
and responsible in particular for North 
Britain No. 45. 

Needless to say, after rounding up 
roughly 50 people and going into a 
number of houses, they did arrest Mr. 
John Wilkes, along with a number of 
other people, and it was ultimately de-
termined that Mr. Wilkes was in fact 
responsible for the writing that the 
King found so inappropriate. 

It’s also interesting to note that, as a 
part of this, in his legal defense, John 
Wilkes raised the issue of whether or 
not general warrants were in fact legal. 
The courts would later rule that they 
were not. The courts would later rule 
that they were not. 

Now, it’s interesting—and I’ll pull 
out a wonderful treatise on British his-
tory, just hits the highlights, the His-
tory of the English-Speaking Peoples 
by Winston Churchill. Winston Church-
ill, in talking about—and he acknowl-
edges the faults of Mr. Wilkes, but he 
also points out the court’s reasoning 
on this matter. 

The question of general warrants be-
came a big issue. The radical-minded 
Londoners welcomed the rebuff of the 
government. It goes on to talk about 
what Wilkes did, but it also goes on to 
tell us what the courts ruled. 

Let me see if I can find it here, if you 
will bear with me for just a minute. I 
appreciate your patience as I look for 
the exact quote. Here is Churchill talk-
ing about what the justices said: 

The officials pleaded—that would be 
the government officials of George, 
III—that they were immune from a suit 
by Wilkes because they were acting 
under government orders. Churchill 
says this large and sinister defense— 
the defense would be that they could 
use the general warrants—this large 
and sinister defense was rejected by the 
chief justice in words which remain a 
classic statement on the rule of law, 
quoting now the Chief Justice Lord 
Camden: 

With respect to the argument of 
state necessity or a distinction which 
has been aimed at between state of-
fenses and others, the common law 
does not understand that kind of rea-
soning, nor do our books take notice of 
any such distinction. 

Wilkes was heralded as a hero of lib-
erty. And there’s a great controversy 
in history as to whether he was a true 
patriot, a true lover of liberty, or one 
who merely happened to fall into the 
circumstances at the time. I prefer to 
think he was a hero of liberty. 

Notwithstanding the fact that he ul-
timately prevailed in England, he was 
also seen across the pond in what 
would later be the United States, in 
the Colony—particularly in Massachu-
setts, but in other Colonies—as a hero 
of liberty. He was in communication 
with Sam Adams and the Sons of Lib-
erty. 

At the same time, almost identical to 
this, there was a thing called Writs of 
Assistance. Now, those were writs that 
were used in naval terms dealing with 
trade. They said that whatever the 
King’s people needed to do for assist-
ance, they could have, very much like 
a general warrant, and some would 
argue that they were the same. 

b 2100 
In Massachusetts, about this same 

time, there was a James Otis, Jr.—this 
was pointed out, I must let you know, 
earlier today to me by Congressman 
NADLER. Mr. Otis argued the same 
things that were being argued in the 
Wilkes case in Great Britain. Sam 
Adams was present for those argu-
ments, so he was communicating with 
John Wilkes and he was listening to 
the arguments against general war-
rants or writs of assistance made by 
Mr. Otis. 
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What this ultimately led to was the 

fact that in our country we have long 
held it dear that we do not issue gen-
eral warrants. And to read the Patriot 
Act, to say that you can obtain the 
phone records of millions of Ameri-
cans—if, in fact, that be true, and it 
appears to be the case—that you can 
use that act to sort of back door a gen-
eral warrant on information on most, if 
not all, American citizens, is to forget 
that we have a right against search and 
seizure because of the reasoning of our 
Founding Fathers and the work of Mr. 
Otis and the work of Mr. Wilkes. They 
cannot be seen just in a vacuum on 
that. 

Churchill later goes on to acknowl-
edge that the work of Wilkes—because 
Wilkes was pushing the issue of ‘‘free-
dom of press’’—that the entire 
Wilkesite movement not only led to an 
expansion in Great Britain of the free-
dom of the press but also underscored 
for the Founding Fathers of this Na-
tion that ‘‘everyone should have the 
right to speak their mind, and that 
they should be able to do so without 
having to worry about a government 
that finds their actions just for speak-
ing their opinion to be intolerable.’’ 

So, ladies and gentlemen, I have 
come here this evening—because I 
think it’s important that we under-
stand—that notwithstanding this inter-
pretation or that interpretation of the 
Patriot Act, if we allow the govern-
ment to have the right to collect even 
the megadata—as they call it—on each 
and every one of us, that is a violation 
of the spirit of our Constitution, and I 
would submit to you a violation of the 
Constitution itself. 

I, for one, cherish our liberties. And 
in that balancing act that every gov-

ernment must face between security 
and liberty, I say we side on liberty, 
because we can never make society 
completely safe. The only way a gov-
ernment can guarantee you complete 
safety, ladies and gentlemen, is if they 
assign each and every one of us a pad-
ded room to live in: We’re only allowed 
out in the Sun a certain amount of 
time so that we don’t end up getting 
skin cancer. They determine what we 
eat, they determine what we breathe, 
they determine what we do. That is not 
a society that I choose to live in, nor 
one which I will stand idly by and 
allow it slowly to creep in on us. And 
while I don’t think anybody in the ad-
ministration would want to go that far, 
anyone who argues that we must have 
all of this information in order to be 
secure forgets that having security 
may not be worthwhile if we don’t have 
liberty. 

So, ladies and gentlemen, I ask that 
you study the issues, you study the his-
tory, you study this carefully. Do we 
really want a government that knows 
all about us? Do we really want a gov-
ernment that can take away our free-
dom to converse with other people who 
may not agree with the government? 
I’m not talking about people who are 
plotting schemes against the govern-
ment, but I’m talking about the right 
to talk to people who may have dif-
ferent ideas. In fact, many would argue 
we should do more talking here on the 
floor of the House. 

So, ladies and gentlemen, I ask you 
to study these issues. I ask you to go 
look at the arguments of Mr. Otis, look 
at the arguments of Mr. John Wilkes, 
look at the arguments that were made 
at a time when people understood that 

liberty was precious and it could easily 
be extinguished. I hope that you will 
join me in doing a little illumination 
on our country by talking about these 
issues everywhere you go, and making 
it clear to people that liberty is worth 
fighting for, and being willing to say— 
when I say fight, I mean stand up and 
say your peace—and that it’s worth us 
taking a little bit of risk in order to 
preserve those liberties that have been 
fought for and won throughout the 
ages, beginning in the 1760s, culmi-
nating in the Constitution, and forward 
to this day. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LAMBORN (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

Mr. BISHOP of New York (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 
June 12, 2013, at 10 a.m. for morning- 
hour debate. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the first and sec-
ond quarters of 2013 pursuant to Public Law 95–384 are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO THE UNITED KINGDOM, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 18 AND APR. 23, 2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Nancy Pelosi .................................................... 4 /18 4 /23 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,025.80 .................... 1,180.40 .................... .................... .................... 3,206.20 
Andrew Hammill ...................................................... 4 /18 4 /23 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,180.10 .................... 1,180.40 .................... .................... .................... 3,360.50 
Wyndee Parker ......................................................... 4 /18 4 /23 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,175.80 .................... 1,180.40 .................... .................... .................... 3,356.20 
Kate Wolters ............................................................ 4 /18 4 /23 United Kingdom .................................... .................... 2,171.57 .................... 1,180.40 .................... .................... .................... 3,351.97 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 8,553.27 .................... 4,721.60 .................... .................... .................... 13,274.87 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. NANCY PELOSI, May 23, 2013. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO EGYPT, JORDAN, AND ISRAEL, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 27 AND 
MAY 3, 2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Robert Story Karem ................................................. 4 /27 4 /29 Egypt ..................................................... .................... 547.23 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 547.23 
4 /29 5 /1 Jordan ................................................... .................... 774.10 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 774.10 
5 /1 5 /3 Israel ..................................................... .................... 1,470.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,470.00 
4 /27 5 /3 .................... .................... .................... 3 8,967.36 .................... .................... .................... 8,967.36 

Mariah Sixkiller ........................................................ 4 /27 4 /29 Egypt ..................................................... .................... 547.23 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 547.23 
4 /29 5 /1 Jordan ................................................... .................... 774.10 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 774.10 
5 /1 5 /3 Israel ..................................................... .................... 1,470.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,470.00 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO EGYPT, JORDAN, AND ISRAEL, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 27 AND 

MAY 3, 2013—Continued 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

4 /27 5 /3 .................... .................... .................... 3 9,526.66 .................... .................... .................... 9,526.66 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 5,582.66 .................... 18,494.02 .................... .................... .................... 24,076.66 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Total transport. 

MR. ROBERT KAREM, June 3, 2013. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return. ◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL, Chairman, May 21, 2013. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2013 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Vern Buchanan ............................................... 1 /7 1 /7 Guam .................................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /7 1 /8 Republic of Korea ................................. .................... 197.87 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 197.87 
1 /8 1 /9 Taiwan .................................................. .................... 170.76 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 170.76 
1 /9 1 /9 Myanmar ............................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /9 1 /10 Thailand ................................................ .................... 137.36 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 137.36 
1 /10 1 /12 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 618.28 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 618.28 
1 /12 1 /12 South Sudan ......................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /12 1 /13 Rwanda ................................................. .................... 203.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 203.00 
1 /13 1 /14 Burkina Faso ........................................ .................... 396.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 396.00 
1 /14 1 /14 Cape Verde ........................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................

Hon. Eric Paulsen .................................................... 1 /7 1 /7 Guam .................................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /7 1 /8 Republic of Korea ................................. .................... 317.87 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 317.87 
1 /8 1 /9 Taiwan .................................................. .................... 276.76 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 276.76 
1 /9 1 /9 Myanmar ............................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /9 1 /10 Thailand ................................................ .................... 240.36 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 240.36 
1 /10 1 /12 Ethiopia ................................................ .................... 788.28 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 788.28 
1 /12 1 /12 South Sudan ......................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
1 /12 1 /13 Rwanda ................................................. .................... 272.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 272.00 
1 /13 1 /14 Burkina Faso ........................................ .................... 488.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 488.00 
1 /14 1 /14 Cape Verde ........................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................

Hon. Vern Buchanan ............................................... 1 /26 1 /26 Japan .................................................... .................... 203.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 203.00 
1 /27 1 /29 Taiwan .................................................. .................... 364.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 364.00 
1 /29 1 /30 Philippines ............................................ .................... 340.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 340.00 
1 /30 2 /1 China .................................................... .................... 320.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 320.00 
2 /1 2 /2 Republic of Korea ................................. .................... 230.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 230.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 5,563.54 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 5,563.54 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

HON. DAVE CAMP, Chairman, May 24, 2013. 

h 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1724. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a report on 
the approved Air-Sea Battle Concept; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

1725. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting annual report 
on the current and future military strategy 
of Iran; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

1726. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting Se-
lected Acquisition Reports (SARs) for the 
September 2012 reporting period pursuant to 
section 2432, Title 10 United States Code; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

1727. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting a re-
port on Department of Defense counter-ter-

rorism activities; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

1728. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting Se-
lected Acquisition Reports (SARs) for the 
December 2012 reporting period pursuant to 
section 2432, Title 10 United States Code; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

1729. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting a busi-
ness case analysis for the Ship to Shore Con-
nector; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

1730. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 13-08, pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1731. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-12, pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act as amended; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1732. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-40, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1733. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-60, pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1734. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-49, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1735. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-64, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
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as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1736. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a report submitted in accordance with Sec-
tion 36(a) of the Arms Export Control Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1737. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
a report submitted in accordance with Sec-
tion 36(a) of the Arms Export Control Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1738. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-59, pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1739. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-65, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1740. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-55, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1741. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-58, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1742. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-61, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1743. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-66, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1744. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 13-07, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1745. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 12-63, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer Pursuant to Sec-
tion 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1746. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
an FY 2012 report in accordance with the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

1747. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
A report submitted in accordance with Sec-
tion 36(a) of the Arms Export Control Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1748. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
A report submitted in accordance with Sec-
tion 36(a) of the Arms Export Control Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1749. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
reports submitted in accordance with Sec-
tion 36(a) and 26(b) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

1750. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting Ex-
penditure of Cooperative Threat Reduction 
Funds; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1751. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Political-Military Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Addendum Transmittal 
No. DDTC 13-059, pursuant to the reporting 
requirements of Section 36(d) of the Arms 
Export Control Act, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

1752. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Department of State, transmit-
ting Addendum Transmittal No. DDTC 13- 
090, pursuant to the reporting requirements 
of Section 36(c) and 36(d) of the Arms Export 
Control Act; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1753. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Department of State, transmit-
ting Addendum Transmittal No. DDTC 13- 
053, pursuant to the reporting requirements 
of Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1754. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Political-Military Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Addendum Transmittal 
No. DDTC 12-113, pursuant to the reporting 
requirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1755. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Department of State, transmit-
ting Addendum Transmittal No. DDTC 13- 
096, pursuant to the reporting requirements 
of Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1756. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Department of State, transmit-
ting Addendum Transmittal No. DDTC 13- 
065, pursuant to the reporting requirements 
of Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1757. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Political-Military Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Addendum Transmittal 
No. DDTC 13-035, pursuant to the reporting 
requirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1758. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Department of State, transmit-
ting an addendum to a certification, trans-
mittal number: DDTC 13-057; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

1759. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Political-Military Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Addendum Transmittal 
No. DDTC 13-030, pursuant to the reporting 
requirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1760. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 13-011; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1761. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Political-Military Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Addendum Transmittal 
No. DDTC 13-017, pursuant to the reporting 
requirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1762. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 13-004; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1763. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 13-005; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1764. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 13-016; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1765. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Political-Military Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Addendum Transmittal 
No. DDTC 13-015, pursuant to the reporting 
requirements of Section 36(c) and 36(d) of the 
Arms Export Control Act; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

1766. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Political-Military Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting an addendum to a cer-
tification, transmittal number: DDTC 13-002; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1767. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-153; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1768. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Department of State, transmit-
ting Addendum Transmittal No. DDTC 13- 
056, pursuant to the reporting requirements 
of Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1769. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-135; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1770. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-126; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1771. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-095; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1772. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Department of State, transmit-
ting Addendum Transmittal No. DDTC 13- 
033, pursuant to the reporting requirements 
of Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1773. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-121; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1774. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Political-Military Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Addendum Transmittal 
No. DDTC 13-058, pursuant to the reporting 
requirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms 
Export Control Act; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1775. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-142; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1776. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-120; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1777. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting A Determination and 
Certification Under Section 40A of the Arms 
Export Control Act; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1778. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
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DDTC 12-139; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1779. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-155; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1780. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-167; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1781. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-143; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1782. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting an adden-
dum to a certification, transmittal number: 
DDTC 12-157; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1783. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting a letter regarding ac-
tions under the Iran Sanctions Act; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1784. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting a report pursuant to 
section 655 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, as amended; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

1785. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting the Report on Compli-
ance with the Treaty on Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

1786. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting a determination under 
section 102(a)(2) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1787. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting notification of a possible unau-
thorized transfer of defense articles pursuant 
to Section 3 of the Arms Export Control Act 
(AECA); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

1788. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting a designation pursu-
ant to Section 219 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

1789. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting justification for de-
termination made by the Secretary of De-
fense under 22 U.S.C. 5963 as amended; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1790. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting a report pursuant to 
paragraph (5)(D) of the Senate’s May 1997 
Resolution of the Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

1791. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting a wavier under sec-
tion 7046(C)(1)(B) of the Department of State, 
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1792. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting waiver of requirement 
to certify conditions under Section 203 of the 
Enhanced Partnership with Pakistan Act of 
2009; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1793. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 

transmitting notification of a possible unau-
thorized transfer of U.S.-origin defense arti-
cles pursuant to Section 3 of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act (AECA); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

1794. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Condition (10)(C) Annual 
Report on Compliance with the Chemical 
Weapons Convention; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

1795. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting report on the Sec-
retary of State’s decision to designate an en-
tity and its aliases as a ‘‘foreign terrorist or-
ganization’’, pursuant to Section 219 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), as 
amended (8 U.S.C. 1189); to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

1796. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting report on the Sec-
retary of State’s decision to designate an en-
tity and its aliases as a ‘‘foreign terrorist or-
ganization’’, pursuant to Section 219 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), as 
amended (8 U.S.C. 1189); to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

1797. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting report on the Sec-
retary of State’s decision to designate an en-
tity and its aliases as a ‘‘foreign terrorist or-
ganization’’, pursuant to Section 219 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), as 
amended (8 U.S.C. 1189); to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

1798. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting report on the Sec-
retary of State’s decision to designate an en-
tity and its aliases as a ‘‘foreign terrorist or-
ganization’’, pursuant to Section 219 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), as 
amended (8 U.S.C. 1189); to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

1799. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting report on the Sec-
retary of State’s decision to designate an en-
tity and its aliases as a ‘‘foreign terrorist or-
ganization’’, pursuant to Section 219 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), as 
amended (8 U.S.C. 1189); to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

1800. A letter from the Director of Congres-
sional Affairs, Central Intelligence Agency, 
transmitting a congressional notification; to 
the Committee on Intelligence (Permanent 
Select). 

1801. A letter from the Director of National 
Intelligence, transmitting on the impact of 
sequestration on the National Intelligence 
Program; to the Committee on Intelligence 
(Permanent Select). 

1802. A letter from the Boards of Trustees, 
Federal Hospital Insurance and Federal Sup-
plementary Medical Insurance Trust Funds, 
transmitting the 2013 Annual Report Of The 
Boards Of Trustees Of The Federal Hospital 
Insurance And Federal Supplementary Med-
ical Insurance Trust Funds, pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. 401(c)(2), 1395i(b)(2), and 1395t(b)(2); (H. 
Doc. No. 113—34); jointly to the Committees 
on Ways and Means and Energy and Com-
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MCKEON: Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. Supplemental report on H.R. 1960, A bill 

to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2014 for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military construc-
tion, to prescribe military personnel 
strength for such fiscal year, and for other 
purposes (Rept. 113–102, Pt. 2). 

Mr. NUGENT: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 256. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1960) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2014 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; and providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1256) to di-
rect the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion and the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission to jointly adopt rules setting 
forth the application to cross-border swaps 
transactions of certain provisions relating to 
swaps that were enacted as part of the Dodd- 
Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act (Rept. 113–104). Referred to 
the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mrs. CAPPS: 
H.R. 2308. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Education to establish a program to provide 
grants for cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
and automated external defibrillator train-
ing in public elementary and secondary 
schools; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. LOFGREN (for herself, Mr. 
FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. ALEXANDER, 
Mr. AMODEI, Mrs. BACHMANN, Mr. 
BARLETTA, Mr. BARTON, Ms. BASS, 
Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. BISHOP of 
New York, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BOU-
STANY, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. BRADY of Texas, Mr. BROUN of 
Georgia, Ms. BROWN of Florida, Mr. 
BUCSHON, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CAL-
VERT, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. 
CARSON of Indiana, Mr. CARTER, Mr. 
CHABOT, Mr. CHAFFETZ, Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN, Mr. COBLE, Mr. COFF-
MAN, Mr. COHEN, Mr. COLLINS of Geor-
gia, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. COSTA, Mr. 
COTTON, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. CREN-
SHAW, Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. CUELLAR, 
Mr. DENT, Mr. DOYLE, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
ENYART, Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. FLEM-
ING, Mr. FLORES, Mr. FORBES, Mr. 
GARDNER, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. GER-
LACH, Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr. 
GOSAR, Mr. GRAYSON, Mr. GENE 
GREEN of Texas, Mr. GRIFFIN of Ar-
kansas, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. GRIMM, 
Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. HALL, Mr. 
HANNA, Mr. HARPER, Mr. HASTINGS of 
Florida, Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, 
Mr. HECK of Nevada, Mr. HOLDING, 
Mr. HOLT, Mr. HONDA, Mr. HUIZENGA 
of Michigan, Mr. HULTGREN, Mr. 
ISRAEL, Mr. ISSA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, 
Ms. JENKINS, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, 
Mr. JONES, Mr. JORDAN, Mr. KELLY of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. KING of New York, 
Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois, Mr. KLINE, 
Mr. LABRADOR, Mr. CLAY, Mr. LANCE, 
Mr. LATTA, Mr. LONG, Mrs. CAROLYN 
B. MALONEY of New York, Mr. 
MARINO, Mr. MATHESON, Ms. MATSUI, 
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS, 
Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. 
MEEKS, Mr. NUGENT, Mr. OLSON, Mr. 
OWENS, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. PEARCE, 
Mr. PITTS, Mr. POE of Texas, Mr. 
POLIS, Mr. RADEL, Mr. REED, Mr. 
REICHERT, Mr. ROGERS of Michigan, 
Mr. ROKITA, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. 
ROSS, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. 
ROYCE, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. RUNYAN, Mr. 
RYAN of Ohio, Mr. SALMON, Ms. LO-
RETTA SANCHEZ of California, Mr. 
SCALISE, Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, Mr. SESSIONS, Ms. SEWELL 
of Alabama, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr. SIMP-
SON, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. SMITH of Ne-
braska, Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr. STIV-
ERS, Mr. STOCKMAN, Mr. SWALWELL of 
California, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. THOMP-
SON of Mississippi, Mr. THORNBERRY, 
Mr. TIBERI, Mr. TONKO, Mr. VARGAS, 
Mr. VEASEY, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. 
WEBER of Texas, Mr. WEBSTER of 
Florida, Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. 
WITTMAN, Mr. WHITFIELD, Ms. WILSON 
of Florida, Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina, Mr. YODER, Mr. MASSIE, Mr. 
GRAVES of Missouri, Ms. CLARKE, Mr. 
DESANTIS, and Mr. COLE): 

H.R. 2309. A bill to restrict any State or 
local jurisdiction from imposing a new dis-
criminatory tax on cell phone services, pro-
viders, or property; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. HANNA: 
H.R. 2310. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to make available for purchase 
Department of Veterans Affairs memorial 
headstones and markers for members of re-
serve components who performed certain 
training; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. GRAYSON: 
H.R. 2311. A bill to protect employees from 

retaliation in the workplace based on actions 
taken to protest or try to improve working 
conditions; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Mr. BARR (for himself, Mr. GUTH-
RIE, Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Mr. 
WHITFIELD, Mr. YARMUTH, and Mr. 
MASSIE): 

H.R. 2312. A bill to exempt the natural 
aging process in the determination of the 
production period for distilled spirits under 
section 263A of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BOUSTANY (for himself, Mr. 
BECERRA, Ms. NORTON, and Mr. 
BISHOP of New York): 

H.R. 2313. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to issue regulations cov-
ering the practice of enrolled agents before 
the Internal Revenue Service; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FORTENBERRY: 
H.R. 2314. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Defense to establish a strategy to prevent 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and related materials in the Middle East 
and North Africa region, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. GERLACH (for himself and Mr. 
NEAL): 

H.R. 2315. A bill to clarify the orphan drug 
exception to the annual fee on branded pre-
scription pharmaceutical manufacturers and 
importers; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee 
on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. GRIJALVA (for himself, Mr. 
RANGEL, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, 

Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. PAYNE, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Mr. POLIS, and Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS of Illinois): 

H.R. 2316. A bill to provide grants to States 
to ensure that all students in the middle 
grades are taught an academically rigorous 
curriculum with effective supports so that 
students complete the middle grades pre-
pared for success in secondary school and 
postsecondary endeavors, to improve State 
and district policies and programs relating 
to the academic achievement of students in 
the middle grades, to develop and implement 
effective middle grades models for struggling 
students, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. LANGEVIN (for himself, Ms. 
BONAMICI, Ms. BROWN of Florida, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. TAKANO, 
and Mr. SIRES): 

H.R. 2317. A bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to pro-
vide grants to States to establish a com-
prehensive school counseling program; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. LATTA: 
H.R. 2318. A bill to amend the Comprehen-

sive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 with respect 
to the applicability of the Act to Federal fa-
cilities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. MULLIN (for himself, Mr. RUIZ, 
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New 
Mexico, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. COLE, 
and Mr. PEARCE): 

H.R. 2319. A bill to clarify certain provi-
sions of the Native American Veterans’ Me-
morial Establishment Act of 1994; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. NADLER: 
H.R. 2320. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide an increasingly 
larger earned income credit for families with 
more than 3 children; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 2321. A bill to extend to the Mayor of 

the District of Columbia the same authority 
over the National Guard of the District of 
Columbia as the Governors of the several 
States exercise over the National Guard of 
those States with respect to administration 
of the National Guard and its use to respond 
to natural disasters and other civil disturb-
ances, while ensuring that the President re-
tains control of the National Guard of the 
District of Columbia to respond to homeland 
defense emergencies; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform, and in 
addition to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. PETERS of California (for him-
self, Mr. KING of New York, Mr. MUR-
PHY of Florida, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. 
POCAN, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. SINEMA, 
and Ms. HAHN): 

H.R. 2322. A bill to minimize the economic 
and social costs resulting from losses of life, 
property, well-being, business activity, and 
economic growth associated with extreme 
weather events by ensuring that the United 
States is more resilient to the impacts of ex-
treme weather events in the short- and long- 
term, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Mr. PITTENGER: 
H.R. 2323. A bill to amend the Equal Credit 

Opportunity Act to repeal a small business 
loan data collection requirement; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. SCHIFF: 
H.R. 2324. A bill to repeal the Authoriza-

tion for Use of Military Force; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington (for him-
self and Mr. GIBSON): 

H.R. 2325. A bill to provide for the disposi-
tion of certain persons detained in the 
United States pursuant to the Authorization 
for Use of Military Force; to the Committee 
on Armed Services, and in addition to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 
H.R. 2326. A bill to authorize the Secretary 

of the Interior to conduct a special resource 
study of the Medgar Evers House, located in 
Jackson, Mississippi, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (for 
herself and Mr. DIAZ-BALART): 

H. Res. 254. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of United States leadership in 
addressing the challenge of global maternal 
and child malnutrition; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. SESSIONS: 
H. Res. 255. A resolution requesting the 

Senate to return to the House of Representa-
tives the bill H.R. 2217; considered and 
agreed to. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mrs. CAPPS: 
H.R. 2308. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority in which this 

bill rests is the power of the Congress to reg-
ulate Commerce, as enumerated by Article I, 
Section 8, Clause 3 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Ms. LOFGREN: 
H.R. 2309. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. HANNA 
H.R. 2310. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority on which 

this bill rests is enumerated in Section 8 of 
Article I of the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. GRAYSON: 
H.R. 2311. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the Con-

stitution of the United States: 
‘‘The Congress shall have Power . . . to 

regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, 
and among the several States, and with the 
Indian Tribes.’’ 

By Mr. BARR: 
H.R. 2312. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8 of the 
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U.S. Constitution: Congress shall have power 
to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and 
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the 
common defense and general welfare of the 
United States; but all duties, imposts and ex-
cises shall be uniform throughout the United 
States; 

By Mr. BOUSTANY: 
H.R. 2313. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I 

By Mr. FORTENBERRY: 
H.R. 2314. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority for this bill is 

pursuant to Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of 
the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. GERLACH: 
H.R. 2315. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the 
United States Constitution. 

By Mr. GRIJALVA: 
H.R. 2316. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Const. art. I, §§ 1 and 8. 

By Mr. LANGEVIN: 
H.R. 2317. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States 
By Mr. LATTA: 

H.R. 2318. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, cl. 3 
The Congress shall have the power . . . to 

regulate commerce with foreign nations, and 
among the states, and with Indian Tribes; 

By Mr. MULLIN: 
H.R. 2319. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article IV, Sec-
tion 3, Clause 2: The Congress shall have 
Power to dispose of and make all needful 
Rules and Regulations respecting the Terri-
tory or other Property belonging to the 
United States; and nothing in this Constitu-
tion shall be so construed as to Prejudice 
any Claims of the United States, or of any 
particular State. 

By Mr. NADLER: 
H.R. 2320. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 Section 8 and Clause 18 Section 8 

of Article I and the 16th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 2321. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 17 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution. 
By Mr. PETERS of California: 

H.R. 2322. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3. 

By Mr. PITTENGER: 
H.R. 2323. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority on which this 

bill rests is the explicit power of Congress to 
regulate commerce in and among the states, 
as enumerate in Article 1, Section 8, Clause 
3, the Commerce Clause, of the United States 
Constitution. 

Additionally, Article 1, Section 7, Clause 2 
of the Constitution allows for every bill 

passed by the House of Representatives and 
the Senate and signed by the President to be 
codified into law; and therefore implicitly al-
lows Congress to repeal any bill that has 
been passed by both chambers and signed 
into law by the President. 

By Mr. SCHIFF: 
H.R. 2324. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8 of the 
United States Constitution. 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington: 
H.R. 2325. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Section 8 of Article I of 
the Constitution, and Amendments IV and V 
to the Constitution. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 
H.R. 2326. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 2 of Section 3 of Article IV of the 

Constitution: The Congress shall have Power 
to dispose of and make all needful Rules and 
Regulations respecting the Territory or 
other Property belonging to the United 
States; and nothing in this Constitution 
shall be so construed as to Prejudice any 
Claims of the United States, or of any par-
ticular State. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows: 

H.R. 22: Mr. SENSENBRENNER. 
H.R. 24: Mr. DAINES. 
H.R. 25: Mr. SALMON. 
H.R. 55: Mr. BARBER. 
H.R. 182: Mr. MARKEY. 
H.R. 183: Mr. NUGENT. 
H.R. 272: Mr. SWALWELL of California, Mr. 

CÁRDENAS, Mr. NUNNELEE, and Mr. JONES. 
H.R. 282: Mr. HENSARLING. 
H.R. 350: Mr. HENSARLING. 
H.R. 352: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 363: Ms. FUDGE. 
H.R. 452: Mr. BISHOP of New York. 
H.R. 497: Ms. SINEMA. 
H.R. 503: Mr. RAHALL. 
H.R. 505: Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. 
H.R. 508: Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. GUTHRIE, and 

Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 519: Mr. PALLONE and Mr. FATTAH. 
H.R. 530: Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 565: Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 567: Mr. WALBERG, Mr. PITTENGER, and 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. 
H.R. 577: Mr. BENTIVOLIO. 
H.R. 627: Mrs. LUMMIS. 
H.R. 630: Mr. YARMUTH. 
H.R. 685: Mr. HANNA, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, 

Mr. MEADOWS, Mr. MCINTYRE, and Mr. 
BUCSHON. 

H.R. 688: Mr. RYAN of Ohio and Mrs. 
NEGRETE MCLEOD. 

H.R. 693: Ms. SCHWARTZ, Mr. MEADOWS, and 
Mr. GUTIERREZ. 

H.R. 694: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 698: Mr. RUSH and Mrs. MILLER of 

Michigan. 
H.R. 718: Mrs. BACHMANN. 
H.R. 720: Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 724: Mr. NOLAN, Mr. BARROW of Geor-

gia, Ms. KAPTUR, and Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. 
H.R. 742: Mr. HINOJOSA. 
H.R. 755: Mr. SARBANES, Mr. KING of New 

York, and Mr. BARROW of Georgia. 
H.R. 763: Mr. LOBIONDO, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. 

DAINES, and Mr. COOK. 
H.R. 792: Mr. POMPEO, Mr. GARCIA, Mr. COL-

LINS of Georgia, and Mr. DESJARLAIS. 

H.R. 811: Mr. JEFFRIES. 
H.R. 814: Ms. BASS. 
H.R. 846: Mr. HUELSKAMP, Mr. PERLMUTTER, 

Mr. NEAL, Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia, Mr. SOUTHERLAND, Mr. COLLINS of 
New York, and Mr. HOLDING. 

H.R. 851: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 855: Mr. LANGEVIN. 
H.R. 874: Mr. LANCE, Mr. LOBIONDO, and Mr. 

PAYNE. 
H.R. 906: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida and Mr. 

FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 921: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. 
H.R. 924: Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 

York and Mr. MCDERMOTT. 
H.R. 961: Ms. SHEA-PORTER. 
H.R. 963: Mr. PERLMUTTER. 
H.R. 964: Mr. BLUMENAUER. 
H.R. 990: Ms. EDWARDS. 
H.R. 1001: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 1020: Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. KILMER, and 

Mr. POMPEO. 
H.R. 1024: Mr. MCKINLEY. 
H.R. 1030: Mr. RAHALL. 
H.R. 1077: Mr. TERRY and Mr. ROHR-

ABACHER. 
H.R. 1155: Mr. FINCHER and Mr. CROWLEY. 
H.R. 1176: Mr. CONAWAY and Mr. RENACCI. 
H.R. 1179: Mr. WALZ, Mr. HASTINGS of Flor-

ida, Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, and Mr. PAYNE. 

H.R. 1249: Mr. MILLER of Florida. 
H.R. 1250: Mr. RUSH, Mr. MCCAUL, and Mr. 

ENYART. 
H.R. 1255: Mr. TIBERI, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. YAR-

MUTH, and Mr. MARCHANT. 
H.R. 1257: Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. 
H.R. 1263: Mr. MARKEY. 
H.R. 1281: Mr. DELANEY, Mr. COLLINS of 

New York, Mr. POCAN, Mr. HECK of Wash-
ington, and Mr. FARR. 

H.R. 1288: Mr. CÁRDENAS and Mr. BISHOP of 
New York. 

H.R. 1304: Mrs. HARTZLER. 
H.R. 1318: Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 1339: Ms. SLAUGHTER and Mr. ENYART. 
H.R. 1362: Ms. SCHWARTZ. 
H.R. 1416: Mr. RUNYAN and Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 1428: Mr. COSTA, Mr. MICHAUD, Ms. 

SHEA-PORTER, and Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 
H.R. 1429: Mr. HANNA and Mr. GIBSON. 
H.R. 1431: Mrs. CHRISTENSEN and Mr. 

HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 1441: Mr. CASSIDY. 
H.R. 1453: Ms. SINEMA. 
H.R. 1489: Mr. MICHAUD. 
H.R. 1496: Mr. KINGSTON. 
H.R. 1502: Mr. KINGSTON. 
H.R. 1507: Mr. MATHESON, Ms. ESHOO, Ms. 

FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. HANNA, Ms. 
GRANGER, and Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. 

H.R. 1521: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 1528: Ms. DELBENE and Ms. 

DUCKWORTH. 
H.R. 1577: Mr. HENSARLING. 
H.R. 1595: Mr. CARNEY, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, 

Mr. GARCIA, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Ms. 
BROWNLEY of California, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, 
Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. WATT, and Mr. MEEKS. 

H.R. 1624: Mr. REICHERT. 
H.R. 1652: Mr. BARBER. 
H.R. 1666: Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. ENYART, and 

Mr. HIGGINS. 
H.R. 1678: Mr. RANGEL. 
H.R. 1692: Mr. HOYER. 
H.R. 1696: Ms. BROWNLEY of California and 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 1705: Mr. MILLER of Florida. 
H.R. 1706: Ms. EDWARDS and Mr. LEWIS. 
H.R. 1717: Mrs. MILLER of Michigan and Mr. 

YOHO. 
H.R. 1731: Mr. TONKO, Ms. KUSTER, Ms. 

EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California, 
Mr. MICHAUD, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. BERA of Cali-
fornia, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, and Mr. CÁRDENAS. 

H.R. 1740: Mr. HENSARLING and Mr. LATTA. 
H.R. 1755: Mr. BARBER. 
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H.R. 1756: Mr. KILMER and Mr. BUCSHON. 
H.R. 1761: Ms. BONAMICI and Mr. MORAN. 
H.R. 1767: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. HINOJOSA, 

and Ms. KAPTUR. 
H.R. 1771: Mr. BERA of California. 
H.R. 1775: Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. GEORGE 

MILLER of California, Mr. ISRAEL, and Mr. 
YOUNG of Alaska. 

H.R. 1797: Mr. YOHO, Mr. PERRY, Mr. AUS-
TIN SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. NUNES, Mr. 
MCCAUL, Mr. RADEL, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr. REED, 
Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. 
COLLINS of New York, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. 
GRIFFITH of Virginia, Mr. JOYCE, and Mr. 
DIAZ-BALART. 

H.R. 1801: Mr. BRALEY of Iowa, Mr. TONKO, 
Mr. ENYART, Ms. LEE of California, and Mr. 
FRELINGHUYSEN. 

H.R. 1821: Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN, 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. 
MOORE and Mr. LANGEVIN. 

H.R. 1825: Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. DUNCAN of 
South Carolina, and Mr. POMPEO. 

H.R. 1827: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 1828: Mr. GERLACH. 
H.R. 1830: Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. POCAN, Mr. 

DIAZ-BALART, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. PAULSEN. 
H.R. 1842: Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 1849: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 1867: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. TIERNEY, Mr. 

LATHAM, Ms. SCHWARTZ, Mr. BENTIVOLIO, and 
Mr. HIGGINS. 

H.R. 1869: Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. REED, Mr. 
CAMPBELL, Mr. HURT, Mr. ROE of Tennessee, 
Mr. WALBERG, Mr. HALL, Mr. PETRI, and Mr. 
HIMES. 

H.R. 1883: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. 
H.R. 1909: Mrs. BLACKburn, Mr. KING of 

Iowa, and Mr. MICHAUD. 
H.R. 1918: Mr. SHIMKUS and Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 1921: Mr. VAN HOLLEN. 
H.R. 1931: Mr. DESJARLAIS. 
H.R. 1943: Mr. BLUMENAUER. 
H.R. 1950: Mr. ROTHFUS. 
H.R. 1962: Mr. WELCH and Mrs. CAROLYN B. 

MALONEY of New York. 
H.R. 1976: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 1985: Mr. STIVERS. 

H.R. 2000: Ms. SCHWARTZ, Mr. LOWENTHAL, 
Mr. COLE, and Mr. THOMPSON of California. 

H.R. 2002: Ms. BROWNLEY of California and 
Mr. KINGSTON. 

H.R. 2009: Mr. CALVERT and Mr. BOUSTANY. 
H.R. 2016: Mr. LOWENTHAL. 
H.R. 2021: Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee, Mr. 

MULVANEY, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, and Mr. 
BENTIVOLIO. 

H.R. 2022: Mr. CHABOT, Mr. POE of Texas, 
and Mr. RENACCI. 

H.R. 2023: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 2027: Mr. SALMON. 
H.R. 2051: Ms. CLARKE. 
H.R. 2053: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. 
H.R. 2064: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. 

BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. 
TIBERI, Ms. SCHWARTZ, and Mr. COOPER. 

H.R. 2066: Mr. CRAWFORD and Mr. RAHALL. 
H.R. 2089: Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. 
H.R. 2092: Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 2094: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 

Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. LATHAM, Ms. MATSUI, 
Mr. KING of New York, and Mr. BURGESS. 

H.R. 2106: Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 2112: Mr. SERRANO. 
H.R. 2137: Mrs. LOWEY. 
H.R. 2143: Mr. ROE of Tennessee. 
H.R. 2149: Mr. CRAMER, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. 

BASS, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. MCGOV-
ERN, Ms. CLARKE, and Ms. LEE of California. 

H.R. 2169: Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. 
H.R. 2175: Mr. NUNNELEE, Mr. HOLDING, and 

Mr. NUGENT. 
H.R. 2192: Mr. LABRADOR. 
H.R. 2199: Mr. FLEMING. 
H.R. 2207: Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. TIERNEY, Mr. 

LATHAM, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. BISHOP of New 
York, Mr. LOEBSACK, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. 
CLEAVER, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. RUSH, and Mr. 
LOBIONDO. 

H.R. 2231: Mr. MCCLINTOCK. 
H.R. 2239: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina, 

Mr. MULVANEY, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. SMITH of 
Texas, Mr. GOWDY, Mr. LABRADOR, Mr. HALL, 
Mr. YOHO, Mr. DESANTIS, and Mr. CULBER-
SON. 

H.R. 2246: Mr. PEARCE. 

H.R. 2252: Mr. CRENSHAW. 
H.R. 2273: Mr. JOYCE and Mr. RIBBLE. 
H.R. 2278: Mr. ISSA. 
H.R. 2288: Mr. NADLER, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. 

SIRES, and Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. 
H.R. 2296: Mrs. KIRKPATRICK and Mr. RUN-

YAN. 
H.R. 2300: Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. LAMBORN, and 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. 
H.R. 2305: Mr. BUCHANAN. 
H.J. Res. 1: Mr. BENTIVOLIO and Mr. SAN-

FORD. 
H.J. Res. 2: Mr. TURNER and Mr. YOUNG of 

Alaska. 
H.J. Res. 43: Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 

FARR, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. WAXMAN, Ms. 
DELAURO, Mr. GRAYSON, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. BRALEY of Iowa, Mr. 
DELANEY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. PETERS of 
Michigan, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. 
DEFAZIO, Mr. VEASEY, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, and 
Mr. MCDERMOTT. 

H. Con. Res. 4: Mr. MCINTYRE. 
H. Con. Res. 24: Mr. SCHOCK. 
H. Con. Res. 28: Ms . ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. 

RYAN of Ohio, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. 
RUSH, Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California, 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. BRALEY of 
Iowa, Mr. NADLER, Mr. ANDREWS, Mrs. 
BUSTOS, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, 
Mr. MICHAUD, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. SAR-
BANES, Mr. YARMUTH, and Mr. VARGAS. 

H. Res. 24: Mr. LATTA. 
H. Res. 35: Mr. WILLIAMS, Mrs. BACHMANN, 

and Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. 
H. Res. 36: Mr. AMODEI. 
H. Res. 63: Mr. HIMES and Mr. BENTIVOLIO. 
H. Res. 75: Mr. LATHAM. 
H. Res. 123: Mrs. DAVIS of California and 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H. Res. 189: Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. LARSEN of 

Washington, and Mr. ISRAEL. 
H. Res. 211: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H. Res. 220: Mr. POCAN and Ms. SLAUGHTER. 
H. Res. 249: Mr. POLIS. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable WIL-
LIAM M. COWAN, a Senator from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

PRAYER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today we 
welcome back Rabbi Moshe Feller, di-
rector at Upper Midwest Merkos- 
Lubavitch House in St. Paul, MN, who 
will lead the Senate in prayer. 

The guest Rabbi offered the following 
prayer: 

By the grace of God, Almighty God, I 
invoke Your blessing today on this au-
gust body, the U.S. Senate. In their di-
vinely inspired wisdom, the Founding 
Fathers of our blessed country, the 
United States of America, established a 
policy of separation of church and 
state. However, it was never their in-
tention to separate our country from 
You, sovereign ruler of all mankind. 
Hence, both legislative bodies of our 
blessed country begin their sessions in-
voking Your divine presence and guid-
ance in their legislation. Hence, in our 
Pledge of Allegiance we declare ‘‘one 
Nation under God,’’ on our currency is 
printed ‘‘In God We Trust,’’ and on the 
walls of this very Senate hall in which 
we invoke Your blessing is engraved in 
bold letters ‘‘In God We Trust.’’ 

Grant, Almighty God, that the Sen-
ators realize that in legislating just 
laws they are fulfilling one of the seven 
commandments which You issued to 
Noah and his family after the great 
flood as related in the book of Genesis 
and its sacred commentaries—the com-
mand that every society govern by just 
laws. 

Almighty God, I beseech You today 
to bless the Senate in the merit of one 
of the spiritual giants of our time and 
our Nation, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, 
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson of 
saintly blessed memory, who passed 
away 19 years ago today. The Rebbe la-
bored with great love, dedication, and 
self-sacrifice to make all mankind 
aware of Your sacred presence. 

May his memory be for a blessing and 
his merit be for a shield for our govern-
ment and our Nation, which he always 
referred to as ‘‘a nation of kindness.’’ 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 11, 2013. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN, a 
Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. COWAN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks—and today we will hear 
from Senator MCCONNELL first—the 
Senate will resume the motion to pro-
ceed to the comprehensive immigra-

tion legislation. The time until 12:30 
will be equally divided and controlled 
between the proponents and opponents 
of this legislation. 

The Senate will recess from 12:30 
until 2:15 to allow for the weekly cau-
cus meetings. At 2:15 there will be a 
cloture vote to proceed to the immi-
gration legislation. If cloture is in-
voked, the time until 4 p.m. will be 
equally divided, and at 4 p.m. there will 
be a vote on the adoption of the motion 
to proceed so we can begin debate on 
that legislation. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, at 
any given time in our Nation’s history, 
lawmakers have been faced with many 
pressing challenges. Some, by their 
very nature, demand immediate action. 
Others simply build over time, so forc-
ing action on them usually involves 
some combination of both foresight 
and persuasion. 

The great challenge of our own day, 
in my view, is figuring out how to re-
form government programs that are 
growing so big so fast that, unless we 
act, they will eventually consume the 
entire Federal budget. This is an issue 
I have devoted a lot of time and energy 
to over the last few years and that I 
had hoped the two parties could resolve 
in a way that would win the support of 
the public and the markets. As it 
turned out, the President wasn’t as in-
terested in that kind of an agreement 
as I was, so last year I reluctantly con-
cluded we wouldn’t be able to do any-
thing significant about entitlements 
anytime soon. Without Presidential 
leadership, something such as that is 
just simply impossible. Hopefully, the 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4070 June 11, 2013 
President will have a change of heart 
at some point on the most important 
issue of our time. 

None of this means we can’t try to do 
something about any of the other big 
issues we face, and that includes immi-
gration. There may be some who think 
our current immigration system is 
working, but I haven’t met them. I 
haven’t met anybody who thinks the 
current immigration system is work-
ing. And as an elected leader in my 
party, it is my view that at least we 
need to try to improve the situation 
that, as far as I can tell, very few peo-
ple believe is working well either for 
our own citizens or for those around 
the world who aspire to become Ameri-
cans. 

Everyone knows the current system 
is broken. Our borders are not secure. 
Those who come legally often stay ille-
gally, and we don’t know who or where 
they are. Our immigration laws last 
changed almost three decades ago, and 
they failed to take into account the 
needs of our rapidly changing economy. 
So what we are doing today is initi-
ating a debate. 

We are all grateful for the hard work 
of the so-called Gang of 8, but today’s 
vote isn’t a final judgment on their 
product as much as it is a recognition 
of the problem—a national problem— 
one that needs debate. 

The Gang of 8 has done its work. Now 
it is time for the Gang of 100 to do its 
work—for the entire Senate to have its 
say on the issue and see if we can im-
prove the status quo. 

At the risk of stating the obvious, 
the bill has serious flaws. I will vote to 
debate it and for the opportunity to 
amend it, but in the days ahead there 
will need to be major changes to this 
bill if it is going to become law. These 
include, but are not limited to, the 
areas of border security, government 
benefits, and taxes. 

I am going to need more than an as-
surance from Secretary Napolitano, for 
instance, that the border is secure to 
feel comfortable about the situation 
down on the border. Too often, re-
cently, we have been reminded that as 
government grows, it becomes less re-
sponsible to the American people and 
fails to perform basic functions either 
through incompetence—incom-
petence—or willful disregard of the 
wishes of Congress. Our continued fail-
ure to secure major portions of the bor-
der not only makes true immigration 
reform far more difficult, it presents an 
urgent threat to our national security. 

Some have criticized this bill for its 
cost to taxpayers, and that is a fair cri-
tique. Those who are here illegally 
shouldn’t have their unlawful status 
rewarded—rewarded—with benefits and 
tax credits. So the bill has some seri-
ous flaws, and we need to be serious 
about trying to fix them. The goal 
should be to make the status quo bet-
ter, not worse, and that is what the 
next few weeks are about. They are 
about giving the entire Senate, indeed 
the entire country, an opportunity to 

weigh in on this important debate to 
make their voices heard and to try to 
improve our immigration policy. What 
that means, of course, obviously, is an 
open amendment process. 

Let me be clear. Doing nothing about 
the problem we all acknowledge isn’t a 
solution. Doing nothing about the 
problem is not a solution, it is an 
avoidance strategy. The longer we wait 
to have this debate, as difficult as it is, 
the harder it will be to solve the prob-
lem. 

We tried to do something 6 years ago 
and didn’t succeed. We may not suc-
ceed this time either, but attempting 
to solve tough problems in a serious 
and deliberate manner is precisely 
what the Senate at its best should be 
doing, and that is what we are going to 
try to do in this debate. 

f 

UPHOLDING COMMITMENTS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it 
has now been 138 days since the Senate 
reached an agreement on the issue of 
whether we would violate the rules to 
change the rules—138 days since we 
reached an agreement. In that agree-
ment, the Senate adopted two rules 
changes and two standing orders, and 
the majority leader made an unequivo-
cal commitment, not contingent on his 
judgment of what was good behavior, 
but the matter was settled for this 
Congress. In fact, 2 years before that, 
he said it was settled for the next two 
Congresses. 

So let’s take a look at exactly what 
the majority leader’s pledge was. This 
was back in 2011 when the majority 
leader said: 

I agree that the proper way to change Sen-
ate rules is through the procedures estab-
lished in those rules— 

In those rules— 
and I will oppose any effort in this Congress 
or the next— 

The Congress we are in now— 
to change the Senate’s rules other than 
through the regular order. 

So the commitment on January 27, 
2011, was not just for that Congress but 
for the next one as well. 

Then 2 years later, on January 24 of 
this year, I said in a colloquy with the 
majority leader: 

I would confirm with the majority leader 
that the Senate would not consider other 
resolutions— 

We had passed a couple of resolu-
tions, a couple of rules changes, and a 
couple of standing orders— 
relating to any standing order or rules this 
Congress— 

That is the Congress we are in right 
now— 
unless they went through the regular order 
process? 

The majority leader said: 
That is correct. Any other resolutions re-

lated to Senate procedure would be subject 
to a regular order process, including consid-
eration by the Rules Committee. 

Now, the regular order for changing 
rules is that the Parliamentarian 

would rule that it would take 67 votes 
to do that. But after these commit-
ments were made both in January of 
2011 and in January of this year, the 
majority leader has consistently re-
peated: In spite of what I said in Janu-
ary of each of the last 2 years, if Mem-
bers are not on their best behavior, 
presumably, I will do this anyway. 

So I mentioned to the majority lead-
er publicly—privately for a long time 
and then publicly over the last few 
weeks—that I intend to ask him the 
question every day: Does he intend to 
keep his word? 

That is critical around here. It is im-
portant for all Senators to keep their 
word, but it is particularly important 
for the majority leader, who has the 
opportunity to be, shall I say, more im-
portant than the rest of us because he 
gets to set the agenda and he gets to 
determine what the Senate will debate. 
He has the right of first recognition 
and, as he repeatedly reminds me in 
these colloquies, he will always have 
the last word. So I think the currency 
of the realm in the Senate is one’s 
word. 

So those are my observations today 
and will be my observations tomorrow 
until we get this established because I 
think the atmosphere in which the 
Senate operates, with this threat of a 
nuclear option holding over it, is not 
conducive to the kind of collegial envi-
ronment we need in processing nomina-
tions and in processing legislation. We 
expect the majority leader to keep his 
word. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader. 
f 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is impor-

tant that everyone keeps their word. 
I am pleased the Republican leader 

acknowledged that the immigration 
system is broken and needs fixing, and 
we will have a full and open debate on 
this over the next 3 weeks. That is very 
good. I am very glad to hear the Repub-
lican leader will vote to help us move 
forward on this legislation. 

For 15 years, James Courtney fought 
for this country as a Member of the 
U.S. Army. He did that for a decade 
and a half. 

For most of those 15 years, James’ 
wife Sharon was at home in Las Vegas 
fighting being deported. She has lived 
in America since she was a young teen-
ager. She speaks fluent English. She 
has three sons with her husband James, 
and he has been her husband for 13 
years. 

She has supported James through 
three tours of duty in Iraq where he 
was wounded significantly, suffered 
brain injury, and because of his wounds 
had to retire medically from the mili-
tary. But because she is in the United 
States without the proper paperwork, 
she has lived with the fear that she, on 
any given day, would be deported back 
to Mexico and her family would be torn 
apart. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4071 June 11, 2013 
Servicemembers and veterans of the 

U.S. military—and their family mem-
bers who support them—deserve a bet-
ter life than worry and fear. 

In March, just a few weeks ago, 
James and Sharon came to Wash-
ington. They came with hundreds of 
other immigrants who are concerned 
about being deported. They are con-
cerned about immigration reform. 
They know the system is broken and 
needs to be fixed. This is what James 
said: 

I did what my country asked me to do. 
Now I’m asking my country to keep us to-
gether for the sake of humanity and free-
dom. 

James spoke about keeping his three 
American children together with the 
mother of those three children, his 
wife. 

When I heard James and Sharon’s 
story, I was recommitted to doing 
something to help them. And I did. Not 
only is Sharon a wonderful mother and 
wife, she is also caretaker to her dis-
abled husband. Her family needs her. 

Last month, James and Sharon 
learned that immigration officials have 
deferred her status, her deportation. 
She is no longer in immediate danger 
of being separated from her family. 

See, Mr. President, she was a 
DREAMer, and that is who President 
Obama stepped forward to help. In ef-
fect, what this did is it allowed her to 
stay and care for her husband and three 
children. Her children are 16, 11, and 8 
years of age. 

While I was happy to help James and 
Sharon, it is unfortunate that they 
needed any help in the first place. 
When our servicemembers are fighting 
overseas, they should be focused on the 
difficult and dangerous job they face— 
not worried about their family mem-
bers back home. 

Think about that. If she had been de-
ported while he was overseas, what 
would the three boys do? Dad is over-
seas. They are Americans. They were 
born here. 

No veteran of the U.S. military 
should have to fight to keep his wife, 
the caretaker of his children, by his 
side. Her story is compelling. Their 
story is compelling. But there are mil-
lions of stories just like it—stories of 
mothers and fathers terrified of being 
torn away from their U.S. citizen chil-
dren; stories of young men and women 
fearful of being deported from the only 
country they know, they have ever 
called home; stories of families forced 
to live in the shadows despite coming 
to America in search of a brighter fu-
ture. 

There are 11 million reasons to pass 
commonsense immigration reform that 
mends our broken system—11 million 
stories of fear of being deported, fear of 
heartbreak, fear of suffering, and ac-
tual suffering they have facing them 
every day worrying about if they can 
go to the store, do they have to stay 
home. They certainly cannot travel. 
But for this fine young woman, that 
has been taken away because of Presi-
dent Obama. 

These stories should motivate Con-
gress to act. The bipartisan proposal 
before this body takes important steps 
to strengthen border security. It is re-
markable what we already have there. 
We have drones, 700 miles of fencing. 
We have sensors. We have fixed-wing 
aircraft flying around with helicopters. 
We have 21,000 Border Patrol agents. 
But if there are ways people believe we 
could do better on security that is im-
portant, that is not just some reason to 
try to kill this legislation, let’s take a 
look at it. 

I spoke this morning with the chair-
man of the Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee, Sen-
ator CARPER. He has some ideas. He is 
preparing amendments. I like Senator 
CARPER always. He is very thoughtful, 
and I am sure he will do something 
that he believes would improve the sit-
uation on the border. He has gone, as a 
member of that committee and chair-
man of that committee, all over the 
southern part of this country looking 
at what is happening on the border. 

So the bipartisan proposal before the 
Senate takes important steps to 
strengthen border security. It also 
makes crucial improvements to our 
broken immigration system so families 
like James and Sharon’s are never sub-
ject to this kind of anguish again. 

While this legislation is not an in-
stant fix for families, it does provide a 
pathway to earned citizenship. It does 
not put them at the front of the line. It 
puts them at the back of the line. They 
have to stay out of trouble. They have 
to work, pay taxes, and focus on learn-
ing English. That is what it is about. 

Passing meaningful immigration re-
form will be good for our national secu-
rity, it will be good for the economy, it 
will be good for James and Sharon 
Courtney and millions of families just 
like them. 

James is a veteran who sacrificed his 
time and his health to keep this Nation 
safe from harm. He is now disabled. We 
can at least thank him by keeping his 
family safe—and together. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

Mr. REID. Would the Chair announce 
the business of the day. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY, ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY, AND IMMIGRATION 
MODERNIZATION ACT—MOTION 
TO PROCEED 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
the motion to proceed to S. 744, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 80, S. 

744, a bill to provide for comprehensive im-
migration reform and for other purposes. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would ask 
the Chair at this time to recognize the 

Senator from Hawaii, Mr. SCHATZ, who 
replaced Senator Inouye. I understand 
he is going to give his maiden speech in 
the Senate today. I would ask that the 
Chair recognize him. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Hawaii. 

NATIVE HAWAIIAN GOVERNMENT 
REORGANIZATION 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, today, 
June 11, marks a public holiday in the 
State of Hawaii, King Kamehameha 
Day, celebrated since 1872. We hold a 
statewide festival and mark the day 
with lei draping ceremonies, parades, 
hula competitions, and other festivi-
ties. It is a day to honor Kamehameha 
the Great, who unified the Kingdom of 
Hawaii, and to celebrate the rich cul-
ture and traditions of the Hawaiian 
people. 

I chose this day to come to the Sen-
ate floor to talk about an issue of great 
importance to me and to the great 
State of Hawaii: Native Hawaiian gov-
ernment reorganization. It was a top 
priority of my immediate predecessors 
in this body, Senators Inouye and 
Akaka. For more than three decades, 
they worked together in the Congress 
to advance priorities important to Ha-
waii and to the Nation. 

They made history at almost every 
step of their careers—securing dozens 
of firsts in the House and in the Sen-
ate. But for the indigenous people of 
the United States, Senators Inouye and 
Akaka will be forever remembered for 
their work as members and then chairs 
of the Senate Committee on Indian Af-
fairs, and for their advocacy on behalf 
of American Indians, Alaska Natives, 
and Native Hawaiians. 

I want to acknowledge their legacy 
and to thank Senator Akaka for the 
role he continues to play in our great 
State and in the Native Hawaiian com-
munity in particular. Here is the rea-
son I have chosen to carry forward this 
fight on behalf of Native Hawaiians: 
Simply stated, it is right to seek jus-
tice. 

Native Hawaiians are the only feder-
ally recognized native people without a 
government-to-government relation-
ship with the United States, and they 
deserve access to the prevailing Fed-
eral policy of self-determination. Oppo-
nents have argued that Native Hawai-
ians are not ‘‘Indians,’’ as if the word 
applies to native people of a certain ra-
cial or ethnic heritage or is limited to 
indigenous people from one part of the 
United States but not another. This is 
misguided. 

Our Constitution makes it clear. Our 
Founding Fathers understood that it 
was the tribal nations’ sovereign au-
thority that distinguished them from 
others. It was the fact that tribes were 
native groups with distinct govern-
ments that predated our own that jus-
tified special treatment in the Con-
stitution and under Federal law. 

In what is now the United States, Eu-
ropean contact with native groups 
began in the 15th and 16th centuries on 
the east coast, and the 16th and 17th 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4072 June 11, 2013 
centuries on the west coast; while in 
Alaska and Hawaii, European contact 
was delayed until the 18th century. 
Throughout the centuries, a myriad of 
factors influenced how various native 
groups were treated. 

The historical timeframe when poli-
cies and programs were applied to na-
tive groups may have been different, 
but what was consistent throughout 
were the Federal policies and actions 
intended to strip Native Americans of 
their languages, weaken traditional 
leadership and family structures, di-
vide land bases, prohibit religious and 
cultural practices, and break com-
munal bonds. These policies were as 
harmful and unjust to Native Hawai-
ians as they were to Alaska Natives 
and American Indians. 

There was a thriving society that 
greeted Capt. James Cook when he 
landed on the shores of Hawaii in 1778. 
Prior to their first contact with Euro-
peans, Native Hawaiians had a popu-
lation of at least 300,000. They were a 
highly organized, self-sufficient soci-
ety, and they had their own rules, laws, 
language, and culture. 

In his journals Captain Cook referred 
to the indigenous people of Hawaii as 
‘‘Indians’’ because it was the estab-
lished English term in the 18th century 
to describe native groups—regardless of 
their race, ethnicity, or their govern-
mental structure. But just like many 
Native Americans and Alaska Natives 
on the continent, the name ‘‘Native 
Hawaiians,’’ chosen in their own lan-
guage, was ‘‘Kanaka Maoli,’’ ‘‘The Peo-
ple.’’ 

From 1826 until 1893, the United 
States recognized the independence of 
the Hawaiian Government as a distinct 
political entity. We extended full and 
complete diplomatic recognition and 
entered into five treaties and conven-
tions with the Hawaiian Monarchs to 
govern commerce and navigation. 
These treaties are clear evidence that 
Native Hawaiians were considered a 
separate and distinct nation more than 
a century after contact. 

But on January 17, 1893, the legiti-
mate government of the Native Hawai-
ian people was removed forcibly by 
agents and Armed Forces of the United 
States. The illegality of this action has 
been acknowledged in contemporary as 
well as modern times by both the exec-
utive and legislative branches of our 
Federal Government. 

An investigation called for by Presi-
dent Cleveland produced a report by 
former Congressman James Blount. 
The report’s findings were unambig-
uous: U.S. diplomatic and military rep-
resentatives had abused their author-
ity and were responsible for the change 
in the government. As a result of these 
findings, the U.S. Minister to Hawaii 
was recalled from his diplomatic post, 
and the military commander of the 
U.S. Armed Forces stationed in Hawaii 
was disciplined and forced to resign his 
commission. 

In a message to Congress in Decem-
ber 1893, President Cleveland described 

the events that brought down the Ha-
waiian Government as an ‘‘act of war, 
committed with the participation of a 
diplomatic representative of the 
United States and without authority of 
Congress.’’ He acknowledged that ‘‘by 
such acts, the government of a peaceful 
and friendly people was overthrown.’’ 
President Cleveland concluded that ‘‘a 
substantial wrong has thus been done 
which a due regard for our national 
character—as well as the rights of the 
injured people—requires we should en-
deavor to repair,’’ and he called for the 
restoration of the Hawaiian Monarchy. 

The provisional government refused 
to relinquish power and in July of 1894 
declared itself to be the Republic of 
Hawaii. The provisional government 
advocated annexation of Hawaii to the 
United States and began to lobby the 
Congress to pass a treaty of annex-
ation. 

Hawaii’s Monarch at the time, Queen 
Liliuokalani, presented a petition to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and a formal 
statement of protest to the Secretary 
of State. The petition, signed by more 
than 21,000 Hawaiian men and women, 
represented more than half of the Ha-
waiian census population and was com-
piled in just 3 weeks. It also included 
the signatures of approximately 20,000 
non-Hawaiians who supported the re-
turn of the islands to self-governed 
rule. The ‘‘Petition Against Annex-
ation’’ was a powerful tool in the de-
feat of the annexation treaty. 

In the next year, proponents of an-
nexation introduced the Newlands 
Joint Resolution, a measure requiring 
only a simple majority. The annex-
ation of Hawaii passed with the much 
reduced threshold of votes and was 
signed into law by President McKinley 
in July of 1898. 

For almost two centuries after the 
founding of our Nation, Federal poli-
cies of removal, relocation assimila-
tion, and termination decimated Na-
tive communities and worsened the 
economic conditions for American In-
dians, Alaska Natives and Native Ha-
waiians. The policy of banning native 
language used in the schools was 
adopted by the Territory of Hawaii. 
Native children were punished for 
speaking Hawaiian, just as American 
Indians and Alaska Natives were pun-
ished for using their own languages in 
school. 

The policy of allotting parcels of 
land to individual Indians began in 1887 
as a way to break up the reservations 
and communal lifestyles. In 1906, it was 
expanded to Alaska Natives and in 1921 
applied to Native Hawaiians. In an at-
tempt to reverse the damage done by 
these policies since the 1920s, Congress 
has established special Native Hawai-
ian programs in education, employ-
ment, health care, and housing. Con-
gress has extended to Native Hawaiians 
many of the same rights and privileges 
accorded to American Indians and 
Alaska Natives. 

The Congress has consistently recog-
nized Native Hawaiians as Native peo-

ples of the United States on whose be-
half it may exercise its power under 
the Constitution. In 1993, the Congress 
passed and President Clinton signed 
legislation known as the apology reso-
lution, a formal apology by the Con-
gress. This legislation recognizes that 
the overthrow of the Hawaiian govern-
ment resulted in the suppression of the 
inherent sovereignty of the Native Ha-
waiian people and the deprivation of 
the rights of Native Hawaiians to self- 
determination. 

It has been 20 years since the passage 
of the apology resolution. But the Fed-
eral Government has not yet acted to 
provide a process for reorganizing a Na-
tive Hawaiian governing entity. This 
inaction puts Native Hawaiians at a 
unique disadvantage. Of the three 
major groups of Native Americans in 
the United States: American Indians, 
Alaska Natives and Native Hawaiians, 
only Native Hawaiians currently lack 
the benefits of democratic self-govern-
ment. 

An extensive congressional legisla-
tive and oversight record created over 
the last two decades and dozens of con-
gressional findings delineated in Fed-
eral statutes establish these facts: In-
digenous Hawaiians, such as tribes on 
the continental United States, formed 
a Native community with their own 
government and this political entity 
existed before the founding of the 
United States and Native Hawaiians 
share historical and current bonds with 
their community. Similar to tribes in 
the continental United States, Native 
Hawaiians have certain land set aside 
for their benefit pursuant to acts of 
Congress, including 200,000 acres of Ha-
waiian Homes Commission Act land 
and share an interest in the income 
generated by 1.2 million acres of public 
trust lands under the Hawaii Admis-
sion Act. 

Although the Congress has passed 
more than 150 statutes to try to ad-
dress some of the negative effects of 
earlier Federal actions, data reveal 
persistent health, education, and in-
come disparities. Native Hawaiians ex-
perience disproportionately high rates 
of unemployment and incarceration, 
and Native Hawaiian children are over-
represented in the juvenile justice sys-
tem. Hawaiian families rank last in the 
Nation in average annual pay and face 
high rates of homelessness. 

Separate is not equal. That is why I 
urge the Federal Government to treat 
Native Hawaiians fairly. It is long past 
time for the Native Hawaiian people to 
regain their right to self-governance. 
Two years ago, the State of Hawaii 
passed a historic measure to explicitly 
acknowledge that Native Hawaiians 
are the only indigenous, aboriginal, 
maoli population of Hawaii, and to es-
tablish a Native Hawaiian Enrollment 
Commission. My good friend and the 
former Governor of Hawaii John 
Waihee was appointed as chairman and 
is leading the effort to register Native 
Hawaiians. This landmark effort is 
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widely supported by the State of Ha-
waii, our congressional delegation, and 
our citizens. 

I wish to acknowledge the commis-
sion, commend its vital work, and urge 
Native Hawaiians to take advantage of 
this opportunity to help reorganize a 
representational government. The ac-
tions and commitments of the State of 
Hawaii and the Enrollment Commis-
sion are crucial. But in order to reach 
our goal, we must all work together. 
That is why today, on King Kameha-
meha Day, I call upon all of us to join 
in the fight for justice for Native Ha-
waiians. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
time until 12:30 p.m. will be equally di-
vided and controlled between the pro-
ponents and opponents, with the Sen-
ator from Alabama Mr. SESSIONS con-
trolling up to 1 hour. 

The Senator from Alabama. 
Mr. SESSIONS. I yield to Senator 

CORNYN such time as he would con-
sume. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Texas. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this 
afternoon we will have an important 
vote, some might say even historic 
vote, on the motion to proceed to the 
immigration reform bill. I was here in 
2007, the last time that subject was on 
the floor of the Senate. It proved to be 
a divisive and tough issue that we 
could not get through. 

But I think if there is one thing that 
I sense, in terms of my constituents in 
Texas and sort of the impression I get 
generally speaking, it is that the 
American people believe that the sta-
tus quo on immigration is unaccept-
able. Some of our colleagues have actu-
ally called the status quo de facto am-
nesty because essentially there is law-
lessness in our broken immigration 
system. What we need to do is restore 
law and order and predictability and 
make sure our immigration system 
works in the best interests of the 
United States. That is true in a num-
ber of ways that are included in the un-
derlying bill as it was voted out of the 
Judiciary Committee. 

So I will vote yes on the motion to 
proceed because I think it is important 
we take up this debate. The majority 
leader has indicated we are going to be 
debating this and offering amendments 
over the next 3 weeks. I think that is a 
good period of time for the American 
people to understand what is in the bill 
and to listen to pro and con debates 
and to make up their mind how they 
want their elected representatives to 
proceed. 

Yesterday I talked a little bit about 
an amendment I will offer to the under-
lying bill which would ensure that the 
Federal Government finally makes 
good on its promise—its perennial 
promise, but it is an unkept promise— 
to secure America’s borders. This will 
not be any surprise to the Presiding Of-
ficer or my colleagues that coming 

from a State such as Texas, with a 
1,200-mile common border with Mexico, 
this is a subject near and dear to my 
heart and that of my constituents. It is 
something we need to get right. 

The Democratic majority leader, in 
an interview with the press, called my 
amendment a poison pill. But I thought 
that was unusual and even curious be-
cause we had not shared the language 
of the amendment with him or anyone 
else at the time he gave it that charac-
terization. But I believe the opposite 
is, in fact, true. If we do not guarantee 
results on border security, if we do not 
guarantee to the American people that 
we actually are going to get serious 
about stopping the flow of people ille-
gally crossing our southwestern border 
or the northern border, for that mat-
ter, I think we guarantee the failure of 
bipartisan immigration reform. 

That is the real poison pill, failing to 
solve the problem and guarantee the 
results that the American people de-
serve and I think demand when it 
comes to dealing with our broken im-
migration system. If, in fact, by defeat-
ing sensible border security measures 
which guarantee implementation of 
border security, if by denying that, bi-
partisan immigration fails. Then the 
opponents of these sensible border se-
curity measures will have no one to 
blame but themselves, and that will 
prove to be the true poison pill. 

For more than 25 years the American 
people have been told by Washington 
that it is actually serious about secur-
ing our borders. Of course, this became 
more urgent after 9/11 when we finally 
realized that although we were re-
moved from places such as the Middle 
East, Europe, and Asia, we were not in-
sulated by virtue of our proximity or a 
lack of proximity to these places. So 
we learned we are not safe in America 
just by ourselves; that we are vulner-
able to attacks. 

So this has given greater urgency to 
the importance of securing our borders 
and making sure we have a lawful im-
migration system that actually will 
work in the interests of the American 
people. We have also heard since 1986, 
when Ronald Reagan signed the first 
amnesty for 3 million people, it was 
premised on a promise of enforcement, 
and this would never ever happen 
again. The American people justifiably 
feel that the rug was pulled out from 
under them on that one when Congress 
and others undermined the enforce-
ment measures that would made sure 
any future amnesties would no longer 
be required. 

It is understandable and I believe jus-
tified for the American people to be 
skeptical about Congress when it 
makes promises without any means to 
implement guaranteed results. Back in 
1996, Congress and President Clinton 
authorized a nationwide biometric 
entry-exit system to reduce visa 
overstays. Why is this important? 
Forty percent of illegal immigration 
occurs when people enter the country 
legally as tourists, students or other-

wise, and they simply overstay their 
visa because we have not yet, in the 17 
years since President Clinton and Con-
gress authorized, indeed demanded an 
entry-exit system—it still has not been 
implemented. 

In other words, the Federal Govern-
ment has always said the right things 
when it comes to reassuring the Amer-
ican people, but it has never been able 
to translate those promises into results 
that are actually implemented. No 
wonder the American people are pro-
foundly skeptical. Do not take my 
word for it. As of 2011, the Department 
of Homeland Security had achieved 
operational control of less than 45 per-
cent of the United States-Mexico bor-
der. That is according to a GAO report; 
45 percent of the southwestern border 
with Mexico is operationally secure, in 
the opinion of the GAO. More recently, 
radar surveillance by a new technology 
called VADAR was reported in the Los 
Angeles Times to have been successful 
in showing situational awareness along 
the border where it was tested but 
that, in fact, the Border Patrol de-
tained less than half of the people 
crossing the border. 

That seems to be consistent with this 
idea of 45 percent operational control, 
where less than half of the people 
crossing were actually detained. A re-
cent Council on Foreign Relations re-
port showed similar security results— 
or failures I should say. Members of the 
Gang of 8, who I think have done the 
country a public service by bringing 
this matter to us, believe our goal 
should be 100 percent situational 
awareness of the southern border and a 
90-percent apprehension rate of illegal 
border crossers. 

This may surprise my colleagues, but 
I actually agree with those metrics and 
those standards: 100 percent situational 
awareness, 90 percent apprehension 
rate. Members of the Gang of 8 who 
brought us this legislation also believe 
we should implement a national E- 
Verify system so employers do not 
have to play police, and they can get a 
card they can swipe through a reader 
which will verify that a person who ap-
plies to work at their workplace is le-
gally qualified to work in the United 
States. 

I think absolutely that is good re-
quirement. I agree with the Gang of 8’s 
proposal. So I wonder why it is, why 
can they not take yes for an answer? If 
we agree on the standards they set, 
why can we not agree on sensible meas-
ures that will guarantee the implemen-
tation and the success of accom-
plishing the very goals they themselves 
have set? 

The difference is simply that my 
amendment would require national E- 
Verify and a 90-percent apprehension 
rate and full situational awareness 
along the border, a biometric entry- 
exit system before immigrants transi-
tion from the registered provisional 
immigrant status—we will hear a lot 
about RPI—to legal permanent resi-
dency. This is the leverage Congress 
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and the American people have that will 
demand implementation of these secu-
rity measures at the border and else-
where. 

Meanwhile, while my results amend-
ment would guarantee implementation 
of these provisions that have been long 
promised but never delivered by Con-
gress, the Gang of 8 bill would author-
ize permanent legalization regardless 
of whether our borders are ultimately 
secured, according to their own stand-
ards. In fact, their bill requires only 
substantial completion of a plan whose 
contents we haven’t even seen yet. 
This is something that is supposed to 
be proposed by the Secretary of Home-
land Security, but we don’t know what 
that plan is going to be. There is no 
lever. There is no means of forcing the 
Department to actually implement it 
and to achieve the goal the Gang of 8 
themselves have set. 

My amendment contains a real bor-
der security trigger, while the Gang of 
8 bill promises success but has abso-
lutely no means to compel it. My 
amendment demands results, while the 
Gang of 8 bill is satisfied with just 
more promises, promises that histori-
cally have never been kept. 

I want to reiterate: We agree on a 
number of things. We agree on the ob-
jectives for border security. We agree 
on the importance of worksite verifica-
tion of the legal status of people who 
apply to work. That is an important 
part of immigration reform. 

We agree on 100-percent situational 
awareness for our southwestern border, 
and we agree that the Department of 
Homeland Security should apprehend 
at least 90 percent of the people at-
tempting to illegally cross the border. 
We agree on all of these realistic goals. 
The difference, once again, is that my 
amendment guarantees results, while 
the Gang of 8 proposal does not. 

I will ask my colleagues who have 
done, as I said earlier, good work bring-
ing this proposal to the floor why is it 
if we agree on the goals that you would 
disagree on the means to enforce those 
goals? It makes no sense to me. We 
don’t disagree about as much as I think 
some people might suggest. 

Another reason why I think this is 
not a poison pill is this is doable. The 
Gang of 8 said it is doable. I agree it is 
doable, but we need the leverage to 
compel the bureaucracy, Congress and 
everybody else, to actually make sure 
the American people aren’t fooled 
again and the results that are part of 
the basic bargain contained in this bill 
are actually delivered. 

Let me note a couple of other issues 
that I think need to be fixed in the un-
derlying bill. Where the Gang of 8 
would actually make it harder to pre-
vent visa overstays by changing exist-
ing law, laws that have been on the 
books since 1986, my amendment has a 
border security trigger that will re-
quire a fully operational biometric 
entry-exit program at all seaports and 
airports. 

Where the Gang of 8 bill would allow 
some criminals with violent histories 

to attain immediate legal status, my 
amendment would prohibit such crimi-
nals from gaining the benefits of RPI 
status or earn citizenship. Why should 
we reward people who demonstrated 
their inability or unwillingness to com-
ply with our criminal laws? Why 
should we reward them with a pathway 
or a possibility of earning American 
citizenship? These people ought to be 
disqualified. The hard-working other-
wise honest people who want to come 
here and seek a better life should be 
granted the benefits of this bill while 
excluding violent criminals. 

Where the Gang of 8 bill would pre-
vent law enforcement from sharing in-
formation, my amendment would give 
law enforcement access to critical in-
telligence about threats to national se-
curity and public safety. 

One of the great failures of the 1986 
immigration bill was that law enforce-
ment was banned from gaining access 
to information in the applications of 
people who applied for amnesty that 
was clearly fraudulent, that would 
have reflected organized criminal ac-
tivity and that would have rooted it 
out. Unfortunately, this current bill, 
underlying bill, contains the same pro-
hibitions against information sharing 
that were contained in the 1986 bill, 
which unfortunately resulted in mas-
sive fraud and criminality. We need to 
stop that and learn from the mistakes 
of the 1986 bill and not repeat that 
again. Adopting my amendment would 
address that. 

Finally, where the Gang of 8 would 
do absolutely nothing to bolster infra-
structure and personnel at land ports 
of entry along the southern border, my 
amendment would make sure resources 
are available to significantly reduce 
wait times, improve the infrastructure, 
and increase the personnel at our land 
ports of entry. 

This is important because this per-
sonnel and this infrastructure serve 
the dual purpose. No. 1, it makes sure 
legitimate trade in commerce crosses 
our borders. Why is that important? 
Six million jobs in America depend on 
lawful cross-border trade. These people 
are dual use. What I mean by that is 
they are also available to make sure il-
legal crossing doesn’t occur and that 
drug dealers can’t move bulk drugs and 
other contraband across, and that 
human traffickers are stopped trying 
to exploit our land ports of entry. 

One of the underlying premises of 
this approach is we need to separate 
the legal and the beneficial from the il-
legal and the harmful. When we do 
that, we can let our law enforcement 
personnel focus on the illegal and the 
harmful, while allowing those who are 
complying with our laws and are en-
gaging in beneficial commerce with 
America. This creates jobs here in 
America and greater prosperity, and 
law enforcement won’t have to spend 
or waste its time focusing on them so 
much. 

I don’t know how any objective ob-
server could look at my amendment 

and call it a poison pill. I think it is a 
mistake, again, because at the time the 
majority leader called it that, we 
hadn’t even released the legislative 
language. I hope he and others will 
look at it carefully and work with us, 
because I think there is actually a path 
forward to bipartisan immigration re-
form that will secure our borders, 
eliminate the criminality in our sys-
tem, and provide a legal means for 
America to be true to its values. It will 
look to its own economic self-interest 
in providing a pathway for legal immi-
gration from the best and brightest, 
whom we ought to welcome with open 
arms. 

I don’t know how any objective ob-
server could look at my amendment 
and call it a poison pill, especially be-
cause it embraces so many of the 
metrics included in the underlying 
Gang of 8 bill. All my amendment does 
is to guarantee results, rather than be 
satisfied with more promises that will 
never be kept. 

This is the bottom line. Americans 
are tired of hearing endless border se-
curity promises without seeing any re-
alistic mechanism for guaranteeing re-
sults. My amendment would guarantee 
such a mechanism, and it would guar-
antee the results Washington has long 
promised but never delivered. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SCHATZ). The Senator from Delaware. 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I rise 

today to speak to the bill that will 
soon be before us, a bill to allow us a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity to 
tackle the complex challenges facing 
us in comprehensive immigration re-
form. 

Immigrants have always played a 
central role in America’s history, in 
our economy, in our culture, in our 
success as a Nation. Their importance 
cannot be overstated, but the system 
that makes it possible for immigrants 
to come here and contribute to that 
role is clearly in need of fundamental 
repair. America’s immigration system 
today is badly out of sync with our val-
ues, and I believe it is up to us in the 
current Congress to fix it. 

The earnest work of the group of 
eight Senators, the so-called Gang of 8, 
has given us, in my view, a once-in-a- 
generation opportunity that we must 
embrace. We cannot squander this mo-
ment and allow partisan politics, 
fearmongering, and mischaracteriza-
tion of the underlying bill to get in the 
way of what we must accomplish in 
order to mend the rich fabric of our 
country and create a predictable path-
way for legal immigration going for-
ward. 

I rise today to reflect on this historic 
opportunity to pass a comprehensive 
immigration reform bill that will make 
our country stronger, safer, and more 
vibrant for generations to come. 

The legislation soon to be before this 
Chamber has earned such strong sup-
port in large part because it started as 
a bipartisan effort with Senators from 
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both sides of the aisle and different re-
gions of the country drawing upon 
their own years of experience to 
produce a first draft. It confronted a 
wide array of problems with our badly 
broken current immigration system. It 
wasn’t perfect, but it was a strong 
start, and I am extraordinarily grateful 
to the group of these eight Senators 
who put so much time and effort into 
laying that groundwork. 

In the Judiciary Committee, Chair-
man LEAHY and Ranking Member 
GRASSLEY then led a markup, probably 
the first in my nearly 3 years here as a 
Senator, a full, robust, and historically 
open markup that achieved its goal of 
making the bill that comes before us 
stronger. They led an open and trans-
parent process. They posted every pro-
posed amendment online before the 
markup began so that each one could 
be thoughtfully considered by Sen-
ators, their staffs, and outside groups 
concerned about the bill. 

The markup lasted 5 full days across 
3 weeks, during which each Senator 
was permitted an unlimited oppor-
tunity to speak and offer amendments. 
This is the regular order of which so 
many more seasoned Senators speak 
with fondness, something more char-
acteristic of the Senate’s past than its 
present. 

It led ultimately in the Judiciary 
Committee to 37 hours of markup de-
bate. A great many of the amendments 
offered were accepted, Democratic 
amendments and Republican amend-
ments. More than 300 amendments 
were filed. More than 200 amendments, 
if you consider first and second degree, 
were taken up, considered, and dis-
posed of. More than 100 were offered by 
Democrats and Republicans. Ulti-
mately, 136 of these amendments were 
adopted, all but 3 on a bipartisan basis. 
The bill was, as you know, ultimately 
reported out of committee with a 
healthy bipartisan vote of 13 to 5. 

I am a member of the Senate Judici-
ary Committee. I too like all of my col-
leagues proposed amendments, studied 
my colleagues’ amendments, debated 
those amendments, and ultimately I 
voted for this bill. I am proud of what 
the committee has accomplished. 

I am proud that the bill is coming be-
fore us today, and it is stronger than 
the original bill, exactly because of the 
hard work done by the Judiciary Com-
mittee and the great leadership of our 
chairman, Senator PATRICK LEAHY of 
Vermont. It is stronger on border secu-
rity. It is stronger when it comes to ef-
ficiency and using taxpayer dollars 
well, and it is stronger when it comes 
to fundamental fairness. 

First, on border security, even the 
first draft of this bill offered by the bi-
partisan Gang of 8 contained historic 
levels of investment in improving bor-
der security. The bill’s provisions to re-
quire control over the southern border 
and to mandate employment verifica-
tion nationwide were already 
groundbreaking before the markup in 
the Judiciary Committee began. 

Still, amendments were adopted in 
committee that strengthened these 
measures even further. Despite the 
protestations of some that this was a 
partisan or a lopsided markup, let me 
briefly detail some that were adopted 
that I think strengthened this provi-
sion of the bill. 

Senator GRASSLEY, Republican of 
Iowa, the ranking member, offered an 
amendment that expands the bill’s bor-
der security goals and metrics to cover 
the entire southern border, so that all 
border communities will benefit from 
the enhanced security investments 
made by the bill, not just those that 
are considered high risk. 

Senator HATCH, Republican from 
Utah, offered an amendment that will 
mandate biometric exit processing at 
airports, beginning at the 10 largest 
international airports in the United 
States and soon thereafter 20 addi-
tional airports. 

The committee also adopted amend-
ments to strengthen background re-
quirements in the bill. 

An amendment by Senator FLAKE of 
Arizona required those in RPI status to 
undergo additional security screenings 
when they apply to renew their status. 

An amendment offered by Senator 
GRAHAM requires additional national 
security screening for applicants from 
countries or regions that pose a na-
tional security threat to the United 
States or that harbor groups deemed to 
pose a national security threat. 

Some in this Chamber have claimed 
this bill does not do enough to 
strengthen the security of our borders. 
That is simply and clearly not the 
case. This bill will make our country 
safer, and I believe it will make our 
country stronger. 

In terms of efficiency, something we 
talk about a great deal in the budget 
climate today, the amendments consid-
ered during markup also resulted in 
substantive changes to the efficiency 
of our immigration system and to the 
implementation of the changes de-
manded by this bill. Already the bill as 
drafted makes important steps to clear 
the long backlogs of immigrants wait-
ing for green cards who already have 
been approved by the Department of 
Homeland Security. Removing the 
senseless, current, per-country caps is 
one part of the solution I am proud to 
see in this bill. 

One of my adopted amendments will 
streamline, for example, discovery pro-
cedures in immigration court to cut 
down on the needless cost of respond-
ing to each and every discovery request 
currently done through the less effi-
cient Freedom of Information Act rath-
er than a discovery process more typ-
ical in court proceedings. 

Senator GRASSLEY offered amend-
ments that required audits of the com-
prehensive immigration reform trust 
fund established by the bill and of all 
entities that receive grants under this 
bill. These amendments will ensure the 
significant cost of enhanced border se-
curity is spent efficiently and appro-
priately. 

Senators LEAHY and CORNYN offered 
an amendment that gives the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security flexibility 
with respect to the fence strategy fund 
to leverage the best technology at our 
disposal to achieve that task. The 
amendment also requires consultation 
with relevant stakeholders and respect 
for State and local laws in the imple-
mentation of fencing projects. 

Democrats and Republicans, coming 
together, working together, made this 
bill stronger. We did it in the Judiciary 
Committee, and we can do it here on 
the floor of the Senate. 

Last, America’s immigration system 
should reflect America’s fundamental 
values, and right now, in my view, it 
clearly does not. 

This bill does make our immigration 
detention and court systems fairer and 
more humane, but it does not fix all of 
the unfairness in our current system. 
Indeed, there are some painful sac-
rifices we have had to make in this bill, 
especially when it comes to families 
being united, families with their sib-
lings, or the recognition of mixed-sta-
tus LGBT families in our country who 
receive no Federal protection under 
this bill. But the Judiciary Committee 
did make progress in making the bill 
fairer on some fronts. 

An amendment from Senator 
BLUMENTHAL will allow DREAMers 
serving in the U.S. military to apply 
for citizenship on the same terms as 
those under current law. 

The committee also adopted an 
amendment that I cosponsored with 
Senator LEE to ensure individuals are 
notified when their name receives a 
nonconfirmation determination or fur-
ther action notice in the E-Verify sys-
tem—a protection for vital privacy 
concerns. 

Two of Senator FRANKEN’s amend-
ments will make the E-Verify system 
fairer for small businesses by ensuring 
they won’t be penalized excessively for 
innocent noncompliance. They will 
also provide incentives to keep the 
error rate as low as possible. 

What we have now before us is a bill 
that has been thoroughly vetted, sub-
stantially amended, and supported by 
the broadest coalition ever before seen 
in comprehensive immigration reform 
efforts. 

This bill strengthens border security. 
This bill creates a path to legal sta-

tus and strikes the right balance to en-
courage those here who are undocu-
mented to come out of the shadows, 
comply with law, pay a fine, pay taxes, 
and become full participants in our na-
tional society and restore the primacy 
of the rule of law. 

This bill makes advancements in 
worker protection. Through enhanced 
employment verification, we strike at 
one of the most pervasive problems for 
American labor: the widespread hiring 
of undocumented labor at substandard 
wages and working conditions. 

This bill will have immediate and 
significant benefits for our economy. 
We should always remember that im-
migration has been and will continue 
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to be a real boom, a lifeblood to our 
Nation’s economy along all points of 
the labor spectrum. In addition to 
bringing millions out of the shadows 
and welcoming them as full partici-
pants in our society and economy, this 
bill will go a long way toward fixing 
our current backward-looking policies 
toward high-skilled immigrants who 
want to remain in the United States 
after receiving their advanced edu-
cation. 

In conclusion, I am proud of what 
this bill means for our country and 
what it has shown about our ability in 
the Senate to work together to ad-
vance meaningful changes to improve 
our Nation. There are no perfect laws, 
but considering just how broken our 
immigration system is now, it is un-
questionably a giant leap forward. I am 
confident that if we can continue to 
work together on the floor here as we 
did in the Judiciary Committee, we 
will be able to find more common 
ground and continue to strengthen this 
bill in the upcoming weeks. We can 
make the most of this historic oppor-
tunity and finally build a modern im-
migration system that reflects Amer-
ica’s values and makes our country 
strong. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that time during the quorum call 
be charged equally to both sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. COONS. I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, we 
have before us a 1,000-page bill that is 
extremely difficult to read and to un-
derstand. We are being asked to vote 
on it, and Majority Leader REID indi-
cated that he wants a list of amend-
ments, and presumably no more would 
be agreed to, and he is going to pick 
and choose which ones he would ap-
prove by the end of this week. I believe 
that is very premature. I do not believe 
that is the way we should be pro-
ceeding. We have to have the time to 
sufficiently analyze all the complex-
ities that are here. 

I have to say to my gang members 
who produced this bill, this tome, that 
you spent months working on it with 
special interest groups and lawyers and 
the Obama administration’s staff, and 
you produced a bill, and now we have 
to rush it through the Senate, and I 
don’t think that is the right thing to 
do. 

Let me read from one of the sections 
in the bill. And I hope my colleagues 
know that if they begin to read the 
bill, they will know how hard it is. 
This is not an easy bill to read. You 
have to study it, and you have to have 
lawyers reading it, and you have to 
find out what the exceptions are and 

what the limitations are and what the 
additions are. The lawyers who wrote 
it know. The Gang of 8 doesn’t know, I 
assure you. They don’t know all the de-
tails that are in this legislation. It is 
not possible for them to do so. The peo-
ple who are writing it—the special in-
terest groups, union groups, business 
groups, ag business groups, meat pack-
ers group, LaRaza, immigration law-
yers association—all of them were 
working on it. They know what the im-
pacts are. 

But how about this section right here 
from the guest worker section. This is 
subparagraph (B), Numerical Limita-
tion. This apparently has to do with 
the number of people who would be ad-
mitted: Subject to subparagraph (D), 
the number of registered positions that 
may be approved by the Secretary for a 
year after the fourth year referred to 
in paragraph (1)(A)(iv) shall be the 
equal of—get this—subparagraph (i), 
the number of such registered positions 
available under this paragraph for the 
proceeding year, and, subparagraph (ii), 
the product of subparagraph (I), the 
number of such registered positions 
available under this paragraph for the 
preceding year, multiplied by subpara-
graph (II), the index for the current 
year calculated under subparagraph 
(C). 

Do you think that is easy to under-
stand? But it has meaning, and what it 
basically means is that this bill is 
going to allow more workers to come 
into this country than we have ever al-
lowed before at a time when unemploy-
ment is extraordinarily high, our abil-
ity to reduce unemployment is down, 
wages are down, and our workers are 
falling below the inflation rate in their 
wages for years. 

How about the second paragraph? 
Now, I am just reading this. So we are 
going to rush this through? Really? 

Subparagraph (C), Index: The index 
calculated under this subparagraph for 
a current year equals the sum of sub-
paragraph (i), one-fifth of a fraction, 
subparagraph (I), the numerator of 
which is the number of registered posi-
tions that registered employers apply 
to have approved under subsection 
(e)(1) for the preceding year minus the 
number of registered positions ap-
proved under subsection (e) for the pre-
ceding year and, subparagraph (II), the 
denominator of which is the number of 
registered positions approved under 
subsection (e) for the preceding year. 

I am sure we all got that. I am sure 
we know exactly what that means. 

And it goes on: Subparagraph (iii), 
three-tenths of a fraction, subpara-
graph (I), the numerator of which is 
the number of unemployed U.S. work-
ers for the preceding year minus the 
number of unemployed U.S. workers 
for the current year and, subparagraph 
(II), the denominator of which is the 
number of unemployed U.S. workers 
for the preceding year. 

And then it goes on: Subparagraph 
(iv), three-tenths of a fraction. 

It goes on. 

Somebody knows what that means 
because you had special interests in 
charge of writing this big monstrosity. 
They were there. They wanted their 
deal. 

I would say to my colleagues and to 
those in the Gang of 8—and I know 
they want to do the right thing and 
have worked hard, but they got off on 
the wrong track. 

The papers reported for weeks: Well, 
the unions are here and the chamber of 
commerce is here and the ag workers 
and ag industry people are here, and 
they want more workers for this, and 
this one is demanding more workers for 
that. And our Senators are over here 
somehow letting them all hammer it 
out, and that is how this writing comes 
up. It came from them. The Senators 
didn’t write this. 

They knew exactly what they were 
doing. They were putting in numbers 
to get certain workers that businesses 
wanted so they can have more employ-
ees and they can keep wages down. 
That is what the scheme was—more 
workers, less competition for labor, 
loose labor market, fewer pay raises, 
less overtime, fewer benefits because 
the employer has options. 

Remember, these are guest workers. 
These are not people on a citizenship 
path. They are not here to form cor-
porations and hire millions of people 
and cure cancer. These are workers 
who come in and work for existing cor-
porations. I would emphasize that some 
thought needs to be given to that. We 
haven’t talked about that yet. We are 
going to talk about it. 

This large of an increase in immigra-
tion into our country has real impact, 
and a lot of the numbers and a lot of 
the data that is out there has not been 
challenged, and the data indicates that 
we are already at a point where the 
flow of immigrant labor into America 
is depressing wages, and it is a big fac-
tor in the cause of workers’ wages 
today being 8 percent, in real terms, 
below what they were in 1999. Wages 
haven’t been going up. Democrats used 
to talk about it. They used to hammer 
President Bush on it all the time. Now 
that Barack Obama has been in office 
for 5 years, you don’t hear them talk-
ing about it anymore. Well, Senator 
SANDERS talked about it on the floor 
last week. I give him credit for that. Of 
course, he is an Independent. But I 
haven’t heard my Democratic col-
leagues continue to repeat the fact 
that steadily we are seeing a decline in 
wage rates in America, making it hard-
er for middle-class Americans to get 
by—and what about even finding a job? 

So it is not a small matter. We are 
going to have to talk about this. We 
don’t need to rush this through. It 
seems quite clear—crystal clear—to me 
that the Gang of 8 never discussed this. 
They certainly didn’t call Professor 
Borjas at Harvard. Dr. Borjas is the 
leading expert on immigration and 
labor and the impact of it in America. 
He has written books on it. I believe 
his study says that a 40-percent fall in 
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wages for American citizens is attrib-
utable to the current flow of immi-
grant labor into America. It pulls down 
wages. It is free market. If you bring 
more cotton into America, the price of 
cotton falls. If you bring in more labor, 
the price of labor falls. That is the way 
the market forces work. He said this is 
a factor right now. But we need to un-
derstand that if 15 million people are 
legalized virtually immediately and 
the guest worker program appears to 
double the number of people who will 
come in and the immigrant flow, per-
manent immigrant flow of people who 
want to become citizens will increase 
50 percent, then we will have one of the 
largest increases in flow of labor to 
America we have ever seen, and we 
cannot get jobs with decent pay for 
American workers right now. 

That is real out there. People are 
worried about their families. They are 
worried about their children’s ability 
to get a job. They are worried about 
their grandchildren’s ability to get a 
job. They are about to graduate from 
high school. They don’t have a college 
degree. Maybe they don’t plan to go to 
college. They are willing to work. Jobs 
are not that plentiful. Did you see the 
article, in Philadelphia, I believe it 
was, that they said they had job open-
ings to try to help people who have had 
a criminal conviction in their back-
ground. They expected 1,000 people and 
3,000 showed up. They had to cancel it 
and reset the whole deal because they 
interviewed people who said you can-
not find a job in Philadelphia. 

In New York, one of the boroughs of 
New York, there was a very interesting 
article just 2 weeks ago about job open-
ings for elevator mechanics. People 
waited 5 days—they took tents out—to 
stay in line to try to get those jobs. 
The number of people waiting in line 
was 20 times the number of jobs that 
were out there or more. So we are 
going to reward people who entered the 
country illegally? We have to under-
stand in this bill right here, if the bill 
is passed, the people who have come 
here—many are in the shadows and 
that is correct and that is a sad thing 
and it is a difficult thing—but those in-
dividuals also will be able to go apply 
for the elevator mechanic job. They 
will also be able to compete for em-
ployment in Philadelphia, where right 
now they might not be so able to con-
tribute. It raises real questions. 

I wish to mention this. This is from 
this Saturday from the Washington 
Post. You heard that there are good job 
numbers, right? The job numbers were 
not so great it appears to me: 175,000 
jobs were created last month, accord-
ing to the Washington Post, based on 
new government data that was released 
Friday. The Labor Department said un-
employment went up from 7.5 to 7.6, so 
the unemployment rate went up, even 
though the number of jobs was 175,000 
created. What I wish to point out is 
this fact that is in the report: 

The bulk of the gains in May were in the 
service industry, which added 57,000 jobs. 

Still, about half of those were temporary po-
sitions— 

Those were temporary, not real jobs. 
I continue— 
suggesting that businesses remained uncer-
tain of consumer demand. 

Missing from the picture were production 
jobs in industries such as construction and 
manufacturing. 

Those were not the kind of jobs being 
created. 

Meanwhile, manufacturing shed 8,000 work-
ers. 

American manufacturers reduced em-
ployment last month and those are the 
better jobs with the retirement pay 
and with health benefits that come 
with a good manufacturing company. 
We are creating more and more com-
petition for lower wage jobs. The arti-
cle goes on to say this in addition: 

Some economists have raised concerns 
about the types of jobs being created. Sec-
tors such as retail, restaurants, bars have 
been adding plenty of jobs, but those posi-
tions tend to pay low wages. Friday’s report 
showed workers’ average hourly earnings 
rose only a penny in May, to $23.89. For the 
entire year, wages have risen 2 percent. 

Again, that is below the inflation 
rate. Again, we continue to have this 
situation in which wages trail infla-
tion, which means the average Amer-
ican is having a hard time getting by 
and many of these jobs are part-time, 
not permanent. They are the kind of 
jobs a lot of people would look to ad-
vance from, whether working in a res-
taurant or something such as that. 
They will be looking to move forward. 
The kind of manufacturing jobs we 
would like to see more of are not there. 

I mentioned the work visas in this 
process. Despite a huge increase in the 
numbers of those who are going to be 
legalized and put on a path to perma-
nent residence and citizenship, we have 
a large number of people in this total 
number. For example, under the bill, it 
is widely conceded that we would legal-
ize 11 million people. They would be 
put on a path to legal permanent resi-
dence and into citizenship, 11 million, 
all of whom entered the country ille-
gally and are here in violation of the 
law. 

What is not mentioned is that there 
is another 4.5 million who are in—they 
call it a backlogged status. They are 
basically chain migration members, 
family members who want to come, but 
under our current law we have a cap, a 
limit on how many family members are 
allowed to enter each year. As a result, 
the backlog, they call it, has moved up 
to 4.5 million. So now we have people 
say this. They have been saying we 
should not give the 11 million here ille-
gally advantage over people waiting in 
line. That was a problem for the Gang 
of 8. I can see them sitting around, 
dealing with that. How can we give 
somebody here, waiting in line pa-
tiently and lawfully, status behind 
that of someone who has been here 
working in the country with false doc-
uments, illegally? That wouldn’t be 
right. 

How did they solve that? As Wash-
ington does, they legalize them too. 
You say 4.5 million are waiting? They 
just let them come in too. We will be 
initially processing 15 million people. 
Then what about the annual future 
flow? Now it is the most generous flow 
in the world. We admit a little over 1 
million people a year under our legal 
flow into the country. What about 
that? In light of all this accelerated ad-
missions and legal status, should we re-
duce the number of people who are 
coming here each year lawfully now for 
a while? Oh, no, that is increased—50 
percent, according to the Los Angeles 
Times. It could be more. I will accept 
that number. So instead of 1 million a 
year, that is 1.5 million. Over 10 years, 
that is 15 million. That results in 30 
million people in 10 years being given 
lawful permanent status in America. 

Already that is 10 percent of the en-
tire population of America, and over-
whelmingly this group is low skilled. 
Over half of the people here illegally do 
not have a high school diploma from 
their own home country and they are 
not able to take the better jobs. They 
will be competing for the lower wage 
jobs in America. If they are legalized, 
legal immigrants who entered the 
country a few years ago, they are going 
to find—maybe they were legalized in 
1986, maybe they have come legally 
since, but that immigrant population 
is going to find their wages pulled 
down by this large amount of flow of 
labor into the country. I do not think 
there is any doubt about that. We will 
go more into detail about that as we go 
forward, but we are talking about 30 
million being given legal status on a 
path to permanent legal residence and 
citizenship over the next 10 years. 

They will be given that status. We 
have not discussed that. 

I asked Senator SCHUMER at the com-
mittee twice: How many will be admit-
ted under your bill? He refused to an-
swer. I am not sure they know because 
these numbers are not all the numbers. 
There is an additional group of people 
who will come under the chain migra-
tion theory, the family-based connec-
tion and other special provisions in 
here that have no caps, no limits on 
how many would come. He refused to 
answer. The sponsors who are pro-
ducing legislation for us today will not 
say how many people they expect to 
enter into our country if their bill 
passes. Why not? You don’t know or 
you will not say? Either one is an in-
dictment of this monstrosity and that 
is why it cannot pass. 

Even Senator RUBIO is now saying he 
can’t vote for the bill unless it is im-
proved. He was in the Gang of 8. This is 
legislation that is flawed legislation, 
fatally flawed, and it should not be-
come law—it just should not. They said 
a lot of good things about what they 
expect the bill to do. If it did those 
things, we would be more interested in 
it. We would have a framework for a 
bill that could actually do some good. 
I would say that for sure. 
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As we go forward, we need to ascer-

tain with absolute clarity what the 
best economic data shows about how 
many people this country can absorb in 
a reasonable way and be able to provide 
a decent place for them to work with-
out pulling down the wages of an al-
ready-stressed American workforce. We 
need to talk about that. So far as I can 
tell, that was never discussed in the 
groups. What was discussed pretty 
much in the groups, it seemed to me, 
was businesses demanding more work-
ers, La Raza demanding more people 
and basically open borders and they 
were the ones writing the legislation, 
in large part. There were some union 
objections to some of this. It needs to 
be listened to. 

Republicans say that is a union ob-
jection. If they make a good objection, 
so be it. I think they made some points 
but went along with this in a way that 
is not effective. 

We have to talk about the economic 
impact of it and we will. We need to as-
certain the second aspect: The 30 mil-
lion people I just mentioned, those 30 
million are people who come perma-
nently. They are on a path never to re-
turn to their country. They have a 
legal status that allows them to get 
legal permanent residence and then get 
citizenship. 

Normally, as I say, we do 1 million a 
year, which would be 10 million over 10 
years. This will increase it to 15 mil-
lion over 10 years, and that does not 
count the 11 million, plus the 4.5 mil-
lion who will be given legal status. It is 
pretty clear to me it is indisputable 
that we will have 30 million people put 
on the path to citizenship in the United 
States of America, and I ask my col-
league, if they have a different number, 
they should share it with us. Maybe in 
these bills, subparagraphs, numerators 
and denominators and fractions and 
all, they have a different number. I 
would like to hear it. We think we fig-
ured it out. The Los Angeles Times 
agrees. The only analysis I have seen 
agrees with it, as best we can do in the 
time since the bill was introduced. 

Then we have the worker programs. 
That is what I was reading about ear-
lier. Let me mention those programs. 
These are programs that have gen-
erally been referred to as the guest 
worker programs. We believe, and I 
think data shows, that the bill doubles 
the number of guest workers who 
would be allowed into the country. 
Every year we bring in a certain num-
ber of people. Some work in agri-
culture, some work in landscaping, 
some work in others things. In a time 
of high unemployment, with Americans 
doing landscaping, Americans are 
working in meatpacking plants and 
doing farm work. But temporary, sea-
sonal jobs are often hard to fill and 
guest workers can do that. I am not op-
posed to a guest worker program. But 
at this point in history, should it be 
double the number on top of the 30 mil-
lion I just mentioned? This is an an-
nual flow on top of that. 

For example, it adds four times more 
guest workers than the 2007 bill that 
the American people and Congress re-
jected. There are four times the num-
ber of guest workers in that bill at a 
time when 20 million more Americans 
are on food stamps than in 2007. Teen-
age unemployment is 54 percent higher 
and median household income is 8 per-
cent lower than in 2007? 

Are we so desperate now we have to 
bring in twice as many guest workers? 
Where are they going to find work? Are 
we going to disappoint them? What if 
they cannot find work? Will they be 
able to say: Well, I will work for min-
imum wage? 

What happens to the young American 
who is 20 and would like to do some 
work? Perhaps he has a child and is 
trying to learn a skill and get started 
as a carpenter, bricklayer, or equip-
ment operator. Will that make his abil-
ity to find a job harder? 

What if a young guy had a drug of-
fense? I used to be a Federal pros-
ecutor. Just because somebody was ar-
rested and prosecuted for drugs, we 
don’t want to make it so they can 
never get work again. Who is going to 
take care of them? 

We know this: We know if people 
don’t have a job, the government has 
transfer payments, such as food 
stamps, Medicaid, housing allowances, 
and other benefits. So now does the 
taxpayer have to pay for even more 
people who are subsidized by the gov-
ernment because they honestly cannot 
find a job? 

My colleagues need to focus on this, 
and there has been almost no serious 
discussion about it other than what we 
hear from certain squeaky wheels and 
special interests. 

How many of our colleagues know 
the difference between the H–1B visa, 
the H–1B-B1 visa, the H–2A visa, the H– 
2B visa, and the H–4 visa? How many 
will come in under each one of them? 
What standards will they use? Do we 
actually have to make sure we have ad-
vertised and offered the job to an 
American first before using this visa? 

Those are just the H visas. What 
about the W–1 visa, the W–2 visa, and 
the W–3 visa? There is also the E–3 
visa, the E–4 visa, and the E–5 visa. 
Let’s not forget the X visa and the Y 
visa. It goes on and on. That is how we 
have a doubling of the number of peo-
ple coming in under the guest worker 
program. 

Our sponsors have spent 4 months 
bringing this up. Clearly, they should 
have spent much more time because 
the bill is fatally flawed. The only 
thing that clearly works in the bill— 
the only thing that is guaranteed to 
work—is the amnesty. Once this bill 
has passed, it is guaranteed that people 
who are here illegally will be given 
legal status. They will then be placed 
on a path to legal permanent residence 
and then citizenship. That is what is 
guaranteed. All we have, as in 1986, is a 
promise that we will have enforcement 
in the future. 

A lot of us have been around here for 
several years, and we know that is not 
going to work. This promise is just 
that, a promise. We don’t have the 
backing to make it sure. Senator COR-
NYN has an idea that he thinks will 
strengthen that, and I know it will 
strengthen it. 

Well, I appreciate the opportunity to 
share these thoughts. Senator CRUZ is 
now in the Judiciary Committee deal-
ing with some other important issues 
of which I am glad that able lawyer is 
there. He will be speaking about this 
later. 

Mr. President, how much time re-
mains on this side? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is 
17 minutes. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Senator CORNYN indi-
cated that the bill fails with regard to 
enforcement and enforcement at the 
border. I could not agree more. In 2007, 
Senator CORNYN spent a lot of time 
working on this bill. He proposed an 
amendment then that would have im-
proved the border enforcement, and he 
is an expert at that. He is a Senator 
from Texas. He has wrestled with this 
over the years, and we should abso-
lutely listen to him. 

We also know this: The people who 
are out there enforcing the law every 
day are telling us the system is not 
working. They tell us changes and im-
provements need to be effected, and 
they are concerned this bill doesn’t do 
it. 

On June 10, the Rockingham County 
Sheriff’s Office in North Carolina 
issued a press release stating that more 
than 75 North Carolina sheriffs warned 
Congress that the Senate immigration 
bill would endanger public safety. 

Well, that is a pretty serious matter. 
They say this: 

In a short time, over seventy-five Sheriffs 
from across North Carolina, serving counties 
both big and small across this great state, 
have signed the attached letter opposing the 
current Senate immigration plan. 

Our first responsibility and highest duty as 
Sheriffs is to provide for the safety of the 
citizens residing in the communities we 
serve. Unfortunately, this flawed bill which 
was produced by the ‘‘Gang of Eight’’ puts 
the public safety of citizens across the U.S. 
at risk and hampers the ability of law en-
forcement officers to do their job. 

They go on to say: 
This Senate Bill should be opposed by law-

makers and instead, Congress should work 
with law enforcement on reforms that we al-
ready have, and were willing to propose, that 
will enhance public safety. 

Kenneth Palinkas, American Federa-
tion of Government Employees Union 
president and affiliated with the AFL– 
CIO, wrote this letter: 

There has been much public concern over 
the fact that the legalization occurs prior to 
any border enforcement. Indeed, from what I 
understand, every amendment offered in 
committee which made legalization contin-
gent on first achieving border security was 
defeated. History tells us that future prom-
ises will not be kept and that our border 
agents will be left high and dry by the execu-
tive branch as they have so many times be-
fore, regardless of who writes the plan. 
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This is the head of a Federal employ-

ees union who represents law enforce-
ment officers—I think the biggest one. 
He goes on to say: 

But even if you completely rewrote your 
proposals to resolve the many border secu-
rity concerns and changed the ordering to 
delay legalization, the legislation would still 
fail and would still endanger the public be-
cause of the fatally flawed interior enforce-
ment components. 

He goes on to say: 
If passed, S. 744 would lead to the rubber 

stamping of millions of applications for both 
amnesty and future admissions. 

He goes on to say: 
Why should the Senate pass a bill that 

makes it even more difficult for the USCIS 
officers— 

They are the citizenship and immi-
gration officers— 
to identify, remove, and keep out public 
safety threats. 

Maybe those people are criminals in 
their own countries. What does a per-
son do if they are about to go to jail in 
another country in the world? Well, if 
they can flee the country and get to 
the United States, that is not a bad 
thing. Over the last decade, we are see-
ing more criminals who are a part of 
the mix of the very fine and decent 
people who come to the country be-
cause they are perhaps, in effect, flee-
ing prosecution in their own country. 

What about the ICE officers, the Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement 
Council? They wrote a letter with 
Pennsylvania and North Carolina sher-
iffs, as well as sheriffs nationwide, on 
May 29, and they say this: 

Congress can and must take decisive steps 
to limit the discretion of political appointees 
and empower ICE and CBP to perform their 
respective missions and enforce laws enacted 
by Congress. 

This is a bold statement. These peo-
ple work for the President of the 
United States—or at least as part of 
the administration. Two years ago ICE 
officers voted no confidence in their su-
pervisor, John Morton, because they 
said he spends more time dealing with 
pro-amnesty groups and directing them 
not to enforce the law than doing his 
duty. They have actually sued Sec-
retary Napolitano and Mr. Morton for 
blocking them from executing plain 
congressional mandates. They believe 
they have no other obligation than to 
enforce this. They have to do it, but 
they have been told not to do it. 

They say: 
Rather than limiting the power of those 

political appointees within the DHS, S. 744 
provides them with nearly unlimited discre-
tion, which will serve only to further cripple 
the law enforcement missions of these agen-
cies. 

I have talked to these officers. They 
asked to be a participant with the 
Gang of 8 in writing this legislation, 
and they were refused. They asked re-
peatedly. They warned that this was 
not going to work. They never wanted 
to hear from the people who enforced 
the law every day. They wanted to hear 
from the amnesty crowd, and that is 

who they met with. They wanted to 
hear from the big business guys who 
want more cheap labor, and that is who 
wrote the bill. They didn’t listen to the 
people who deal with this and put their 
lives on the line. 

This letter continues: 
While business groups, activists, and other 

special interests were closely involved in 
drafting S. 744, law enforcement personnel 
were excluded from those meetings. Immi-
gration officers, state, and local law enforce-
ment working directly with the nation’s bro-
ken immigration system were prohibited 
from providing input. As a result, the legis-
lation before us may have many satisfactory 
components for powerful lobbying groups 
and other special interests, but on the sub-
jects of public safety, border security, and 
interior enforcement, this legislation fails. 
It is a dramatic step in the wrong direction. 

That is a pretty resounding con-
demnation, and I think that is fun-
damentally correct because I met with 
them. I asked that group of people to 
meet with them, and they would not do 
it. 

Participants on the recent calls that 
discussed this bill and how to promote 
it include the heads at Goldman Sachs, 
the Business Roundtable, Evercore, Sil-
ver Lake, Centerbridge Partners, the 
U.S. Chamber of Congress, as well as 
the head of Washington trade groups 
representing banking industries, such 
as, the Financial Services Roundtable. 
They all had input into it and were in-
volved. I guess they made contribu-
tions to it. 

On June 10, Thomas Hodgson, sheriff 
of Bristol County—from Massachu-
setts—said: 

I have grave concerns about illegal crimi-
nals being eligible for citizenship and gang 
members being permitted to qualify for RPI 
status, registered provision immigrant, legal 
status once they renounce their affiliation. 
Most troubling, however, is the fact that we 
do not have adequate systems in place such 
as biometrics to verify identification for peo-
ple entering or leaving the United States. 
Announcing that biometrics will be available 
at our 30 busiest airports serves only to limit 
illegal entry at those locations, diverting il-
legal entry to those locations without the 
superior technology. 

The sheriff said: 
I ask you to make it known to your sen-

ators and representative that they vote no 
on passage of S. 744 until a comprehensive 
security plan is in place. 

Peter Nunez, former U.S. attorney in 
San Diego, a great U.S. attorney whom 
I had the honor to serve with, said this: 

But of greatest concern is the so-called 
‘‘trigger’’ that we are told will delay the 
path to citizenship until the border is secure. 

That is what they are saying. We 
have this thing in place, and until we 
guarantee the border is secure, the le-
galization doesn’t happen. We have 
demonstrated already that is abso-
lutely ineffective. 

Mr. Nunez goes on to say: 
This is an illusion meant to fool the public 

into believing that amnesty will only take 
place after the border is secure. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. Because on 
Day One, every one of the 11 million illegal 
aliens will be eligible for a temporary docu-
ment allowing them to stay and work in the 
U.S., their two most important goals. 

He was a U.S. attorney on the Cali-
fornia border and he worked with these 
issues and understands them. He had 
the responsibility of prosecuting cases 
by the thousands—probably hundreds 
of thousands, frankly. Former U.S. At-
torney Nunez is a very wise and experi-
enced person. 

Pinal County Sheriff’s Office, Flor-
ence, AZ, Sheriff Babeu said to secure 
the border first or we will repeat his-
tory. Quote: 

Pinal County Sheriff Babeu has announced 
his opposition to the proposed immigration 
reform offered by the so-called ‘‘Gang of 
Eight.’’ Officially titled the ‘‘Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigra-
tion Modernization Act of 2013.’’ 

Sheriff Babeu said: 

We must secure the border first, prior to 
any discussion of green cards and a path to 
citizenship offered to nearly 20 million 
illegals and their families. This plan gives 
everything to President Obama up front, 
while border security is promised once again 
on the back end. We are about to repeat his-
tory, when in 1986 President Reagan gave 
amnesty to 2 million illegals. Now, the 
stakes are far higher, yet it seems we 
haven’t learned our lesson. The failure to se-
cure the border after the Reagan amnesty 
got us to where we are today with 11 million 
to 20 million illegals in our Country. . . . 
this plan will repeat history. 

I think he is exactly right about 
that. 

Chris Crane, the head of the ICE 
union, is outspoken about this. He has 
testified before the House. He has had 
press conferences here in which I par-
ticipated with him. He has warned this 
will make America less secure, not 
more secure. He warns it makes the 
ability of the ICE agents to enforce the 
law, already handicapped, even more 
problematic. He says the bill gives to 
the Secretary essentially more discre-
tion to violate the law than the Sec-
retary has today. In fact, the orders 
and directives and policies they are 
giving to the ICE officers about how to 
do their job are currently in direct vio-
lation of the law. This bill ratifies that 
by explicitly giving statutory author-
ity to the Secretary to make all kinds 
of waivers for other matters. That is 
not the way to give confidence to 
America. 

Mr. President, I don’t know what our 
time is. I see no one else on the floor. 
I don’t want to take anybody else’s 
time, but if I yielded the floor, I guess 
their time would run against them 
anyway. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is 
2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. SESSIONS. I thank the Chair. 
Our law enforcement officers are 

frustrated. We have three major law 
enforcement groups, including Border 
Patrol, which was given considerable 
funding after the failure of the 2006 and 
2007 comprehensive immigration bill, 
and they have enhanced their efforts as 
a result of that, but we still are not 
where we need to be at the border. In-
deed, since the announcement of this 
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possible amnesty, illegal entries have 
increased significantly on our borders. 
The number of people arrested is con-
siderably higher this year than last 
year, and 55,000 of the 90,000 people— 
90,000 who have been arrested this year 
since January—were not from Mexico; 
this was primarily on the Mexican bor-
der—but from other countries. Some of 
the countries have a history of ter-
rorism. Senator CORNYN has talked 
about that previously. We have a surge 
of it happening, and they are concerned 
about it, about protecting their offi-
cers. 

Customs and the citizenship and im-
migration officers are the people who 
will process the amnesty claims and 
the requests to be treated as lawful 
residents that will occur after this bill 
passes. They are the people who deal 
with those who make application to 
come to the United States, and they 
are the people who process the pathway 
to citizenship for everybody. They have 
explicitly voted in opposition to this 
legislation. They say it does not work. 
I just read a quote from the head of 
their union. The ICE officers who deal 
with all of the interior enforcement— 
they apprehend people who have been 
convicted of crimes and are in State 
and local jails who are noncitizens or 
who are illegally here and they are sup-
posed to deport them—have been con-
sistently out front pointing out how 
they have been restricted in their abil-
ity to do their job, and that if this bill 
passes and the vast majority of those 
here illegally are legalized, they are 
not in the future going to be placed in 
a position where they can do their job. 
They are not going to be placed in a po-
sition where they can effectively man-
age the interior enforcement in Amer-
ica. They say the bill will make us less 
secure, not more secure. How wrong a 
direction could that be? 

So those are the things we have to 
get a grip on here. That is why the leg-
islation cannot become law, and I don’t 
think—it won’t become law as it is 
written today. That is the truth. One 
way or the other, it will not become 
law, because it is fatally flawed. 

I thank the Chair for the opportunity 
to share these remarks as we begin the 
discussion on one of the great issues of 
our time: immigration. It has to be 
done right. The American people are 
rightly, as are these law officers, con-
cerned that we are about to do another 
1986, that we are going to give imme-
diate lawful status to millions of peo-
ple who came here illegally on the 
promise we will enforce the law in the 
future. But when we read the bill we 
can see that won’t happen, and we will 
be sending another message worldwide 
that the United States is such that if 
one can get into our country illegally 
and hold on for long enough, that per-
son too will be a beneficiary of the 
third major amnesty that occurs. 

So that is where we are. 
I thank the Chair and yield the floor, 

and I note the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I am 
happy to be on the floor today as we 
get ready to proceed to the immigra-
tion bill and start to debate it. I wish 
to lay out a couple of points as we 
move forward on this debate which I 
fully anticipate we will do. We need to 
do so as a country, actually for many 
of the reasons my colleague from Ala-
bama raised, because of these problems 
we face with regard to our immigration 
system. 

Let’s take a step back and analyze 
the issue a little while for the people 
who are tuning in for the first time or 
maybe people are visiting Washington 
and are perhaps listening to us talk 
about it, to provide a fundamental un-
derstanding of what we are addressing. 
Let’s begin by saying the obvious, 
which is that all Americans understand 
immigration because it is their story, 
whether it is you, your parents, grand-
parents, great-grandparents, or great- 
great-grandparents. One of the defining 
characteristics of the United States of 
America is that it is literally a collec-
tion of people from all over the world 
or descendants of people from all over 
the world who have come here in 
search of a better life. 

I think it is important to understand 
why that distinguishes us from the rest 
of the world and the attitudes of the 
rest of the world throughout history. If 
we look at the countries that have 
been organized throughout human his-
tory, the nation states, all of these 
countries have largely been organized 
because these people had a common 
ethnicity or a common race or they 
came from the same tribe or the same 
family clan or what-have-you. The 
United States is very different. The 
United States was actually founded on 
the notion that we are going to create 
a country that believes fundamentally 
in the God-given right of every single 
human being to go as far as their tal-
ent and work will take them. People 
such as myself who have been born and 
raised here our entire lives, sometimes 
we take that for granted, but we need 
to understand that throughout history 
it is a rarity. In fact, throughout his-
tory, what people have been told by 
their leaders is: You can only go so far 
in life because that is what your par-
ents did, that is where your parents 
come from, so that is all you are al-
lowed to do. But we were different, and 
thank God we were. 

What we said is, We don’t care how 
poor you were the day you were born; 
it doesn’t matter to us that your par-
ents weren’t well connected and well 
heeled; we don’t even care that you are 
from another country. If a person 
wants to work hard and build a better 

life for him or herself, we want that 
person. That has been the history of 
the United States: a collection of go- 
getters from all over the world who 
have come here and built this extraor-
dinary country and, as a result, the in-
fluence this country has had not just 
on human history but even to modern 
day is unbelievable culturally and eco-
nomically, in terms of ensuring peace, 
especially in the aftermath of World 
War II. All of it is the result of this 
particular reality about who we are as 
a people and as a Nation. We have al-
ways had immigration, and we will al-
ways need immigration, to keep the 
nature and the essence of who we are 
as a people. 

But times change and the immigra-
tion system has to change with those 
times. In essence, the immigration sys-
tem we had 100 years ago, 150 years 
ago—people forget this: What was the 
immigration system of the United 
States? Not so long ago, this was the 
immigration system in the United 
States: If you got here, you were al-
lowed to stay. If you made that dan-
gerous voyage across the Atlantic, if 
you found your way to this country, if 
you were processed through Ellis Is-
land or somewhere else, you were al-
lowed to stay. We can’t do that any-
more. We have to have a controlled im-
migration system, especially in the 
21st century, to measure who is coming 
here, who they are, and why they are 
here. That is the way it has to work 
now in the 21st century. We understand 
that. 

Adding to that, by the way, is the re-
ality that the 21st century is so dif-
ferent from the 20th. We are actively 
engaged in global competition. It 
wasn’t so long ago, such as when my 
parents came in 1956, the United States 
was still a national economy. The peo-
ple we traded with and sold with and 
competed against lived in this country, 
probably in one’s own State or in one’s 
own community. No more. Today we 
are actively involved in global com-
petition for business, for clients, and 
for talent, so we have to understand 
our immigration system has to reflect 
these changes. The way people immi-
grate and who immigrates here now 
has to reflect the 21st century reality, 
which is reason No. 1 why this country 
needs immigration reform. 

All the attention is being paid to ille-
gal immigration, and, look, that is a 
serious problem. I am going to talk 
about that in a moment. But issue No. 
1, the fundamental reason we have to 
do immigration reform, is because we 
do not have a 21st-century immigration 
system. Our immigration system today 
is largely built on the idea that if you 
have a relative living here, it is easier 
for you to come than if you have a spe-
cial skill or talent that you are offer-
ing to the country to contribute. 

We do not have a merit-based system, 
we have a family-based system. I say 
that as someone whose family came on 
a family-based system. My parents 
came here because my mom’s sister 
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claimed her in 1956. But the country is 
so different, the world is so different— 
so different from 2006, not to mention 
1956—and our immigration system has 
to reflect that. 

The problem is we have a broken 
legal immigration system. It does not 
reflect the realities of the 21st century. 
The result is that even if we did not 
have a single illegal immigrant in the 
United States, we should be on the 
floor of the Senate debating immigra-
tion reform because we must modernize 
our legal immigration system. That, as 
much as anything else, is the reason 
my colleagues should be excited about 
the opportunity to have this debate, 
because we have to modernize our legal 
immigration system so it is a benefit 
to our country. 

I give this anecdote because I think 
it is appropriate: We are in the NBA 
finals—which, by the way, the Miami 
Heat won game 2 in a resounding fash-
ion, and we are very happy about that. 
We will see what happens tonight. But 
imagine for a second if there was now 
the hottest basketball player in the 
county, who played at some college in 
the United States—6 feet 10 inches, 
never misses a shot, just an unbeliev-
able player. Do you think in your 
wildest dreams we would ever let that 
person go play in Italy or Spain or 
some other country? There is no way in 
the world we are going to allow the 
best basketball player in the world—no 
matter where they were born, no mat-
ter where they came from, no matter 
their immigration status—there is no 
way in the world we are going to let a 
future NBA star leave the United 
States and go play basketball in some 
other country, in a European league or 
the Greek league or whatever. They are 
going to stay here. 

So my question to you is, If that is 
how we approach sports—which is im-
portant, I guess, but it is a game— 
shouldn’t that be the way we approach 
our economy? Should we be deporting 
the best graduates at some of our uni-
versities—world-class physicists and 
scientists and people in technology and 
engineering and math? Yet that is the 
way functionally our immigration sys-
tem works right now. I am not making 
this up. We have heard the testimony. 
We have heard the people who come 
into our offices. There is not a Member 
in this body who has not had a meeting 
in their office, or their staff has not, 
with someone from the tech commu-
nity who will come to you and say: We 
are going to college campuses, we are 
making job offers to the best and 
brightest, and we cannot keep them 
here—not because they do not want to 
stay here, not because they are not 
qualified, not because we do not have a 
job opening, but because we cannot get 
them a green card or a legal status. So 
they are learning at our universities, 
at the expense of the American tax-
payer, and then they are leaving the 
United States to compete against us. 

That makes no sense, nor does, by 
the way, the system of getting workers 

for agriculture, which I would argue in 
many respects is skilled labor. If you 
do not believe me, go watch some of 
these people in the fields as they work, 
doing the work they do. 

But American agriculture, you talk 
about energy security. If you want to 
cripple a country, cripple their food se-
curity, cripple their agricultural secu-
rity. Agriculture is an important in-
dustry in most of the States of the 
country and certainly for the United 
States of America. That industry de-
pends on a workforce, and there is a de-
mand for labor in that workforce. The 
fact is, and has been for over 100 years, 
that the only way to fully fill all the 
jobs available in agriculture is through 
seasonal and temporary labor from 
abroad. There is a real demand for that 
labor, and there is a real supply of peo-
ple who want to do that labor. Supply 
and demand will always meet. But be-
cause we do not have a functional legal 
immigration system that allows the 
supply of foreign workers to meet the 
demand of domestic jobs in agri-
culture, supply and demand are meet-
ing, but they are meeting in a chaotic 
and broken way. That needs to be re-
formed, as well as a bunch of other as-
pects. 

The immigration system is very bu-
reaucratic and complicated. In fact, 
our broken legal immigration system 
is one of the leading contributors to il-
legal immigration. Over 40 percent of 
the people in this country illegally 
today came legally. They did not jump 
a fence. They did not sneak in. They 
came on some sort of temporary visa 
and they overstayed it. One of the lead-
ing reasons they overstay is they think 
it is too costly, too time-consuming, 
and too bureaucratic to come back 
again legally in the future. 

So I guess my point is, even if we did 
not have a single illegal immigrant in 
the United States, we need to do immi-
gration reform because we must mod-
ernize our legal immigration system, 
and it must reflect the 21st century. 

The second point I will make to you 
is our immigration laws are only as 
good as our ability to enforce them. We 
do not have enforcement mechanisms 
that work. All the attention is paid to 
the border, and it should be, because 
the border is not just an immigration 
issue, it is a national security issue. 
That means the same routes that are 
used to smuggle in immigrants can be 
used to smuggle in weapons and terror-
ists and other things—and drugs. 

So we must secure the border. That 
is not easy to do because there is no 
such thing as one border. The border is 
broken up into about nine different 
sectors. Some are doing much better 
than they ever have; others are not 
doing very well at all. We must secure 
the border of the United States for na-
tional security reasons as well as im-
migration reasons. I know it is hard to 
do it, and I know there have been ef-
forts in the past that have failed, but I 
am telling you that I refuse to accept 
the idea that the most powerful coun-

try on Earth, the Nation that put a 
man on the Moon, is incapable of secur-
ing its own borders. 

Our sovereignty is at stake in terms 
of border security. Border security is 
not an anti-immigration or anti-immi-
grant measure, it is an important na-
tional security measure. But it is also 
an important defense of our sov-
ereignty. We must protect our borders. 

Likewise, we have to understand that 
even if we protect our borders, the 
magnet that is bringing people to the 
United States is employment. So we 
have to create a system, which we are 
capable of doing in the 21st century, we 
must create a system that allows em-
ployers to verify that the person they 
are hiring is legally here; hence, all 
this talk of E-Verify. Last but not 
least, because 40 percent of the people 
who are here illegally entered legally, 
we have to have a system that tracks 
when visitors enter and when they 
leave. 

My colleagues will tell you that is al-
ready required by law, and it is. The 
problem is that the way it is required 
right now will never work. That is why 
this bill deals with that. We have to 
have a system so when you are visiting 
the United States on a temporary 
visa—as a tourist, on business, what-
ever it may be—we track you. You log 
in when you come in and you log in 
when you leave. 

Every hotel in America knows when 
their guests come in and when they 
leave. Every hotel in America knows 
that. Multiple businesses track people 
when they come in and when they 
leave. We do this every single day as a 
matter of routine in our lives. The Fed-
eral Government should be able to do 
that, and it must do that. This bill re-
quires that they do that, and it creates 
a real incentive to do that, and I will 
talk about that in a moment. But, ba-
sically, the incentive is that the green 
card process, for those who are here il-
legally in this country—that does not 
start until that system is fully in 
place. By the way, it also does not 
start until E-Verify is fully in place. 
These are significant security meas-
ures we must undertake. 

When you hear people say: Well, the 
bill weakens the status quo and the 
law, the problem is that the status quo 
is not working. There is a reason we 
have 11 million people here illegally, 
and it is because the status quo—the 
current law—there is a flaw in it. 
There is a flaw in E-Verify. The flaw in 
E-Verify is that you basically show up 
at your employer and you show them a 
Social Security card. It may not be 
your Social Security card, but that is 
all you have to show them. It is hap-
pening all the time. People are either 
falsifying the document or borrowing 
someone else’s, and they are using 
someone else’s legal documentation to 
find a job. 

We have to create a new E-Verify, 
one that allows us to verify that the 
person holding that card is actually 
that person; otherwise, arguing in 
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favor of the status quo is arguing in 
favor of continuing the fraud. We have 
to stop that from happening. So we 
have to have security elements as part 
of this bill—border security, E-Verify, 
and entry-exit tracking. 

The last issue—and it is the one that 
gets all the attention—is what to do 
with the people who are here illegally 
now. Let me begin by saying to you 
that I do not know anyone who is 
happy about the fact that we have ap-
proximately 10.5 million to 11 million 
human beings living in the United 
States illegally. I would also remind 
you that every one of their stories is 
different. I would caution people not to 
lump them all into one basket because 
they are all very different. Some came 
legally and overstayed, others entered 
illegally and have been here ever since. 
Some came in as very young children 
and did not even know they were ille-
gal until they tried to go to college. 
The point is there is real diversity in 
that group of people. 

So we have three options. Option No. 
1 is we can ignore it, leave it the way 
it is, pretend it is not there. I think if 
this bill fails, or efforts like it fail, 
that is exactly what will happen. For 
those who oppose amnesty, I would tell 
you that is de facto amnesty. De facto 
amnesty is having 11 million people 
living among you illegally. The only 
consequence to it is they do not have 
documentation. Obviously, they are 
working somewhere because they are 
providing for their families. They do 
not qualify for any Federal benefits. 
They are all around us, everywhere you 
look, whether you know it or not. They 
are here. Most have been here for 
longer than a decade. We can ignore it, 
but if we do, if we leave it in place, if 
we do nothing—if we do nothing—if 
this bill fails and we do nothing, that is 
de facto amnesty. 

The second option is we can make 
life miserable for them. We can basi-
cally put E-Verify in place, continue to 
secure the borders, and make life so 
tough on people that they will just 
leave on their own. 

I do not think that is a practical ap-
proach. I do not think it works. I do 
not think most Americans would tol-
erate what we would have to do in 
order for that to happen. I do not think 
most Americans would tolerate the hu-
manitarian costs of approaching it that 
way. At the end of the day, I still think 
many will not leave anyway. They will 
figure out a way to survive and endure. 
I do not think that is a practical ap-
proach. If someone else thinks it is a 
practical approach, I would encourage 
them to come to the floor and convince 
me otherwise, come here and explain to 
us why we should try to do that. I have 
not heard anyone make that argument. 
I am not saying anyone is, which 
proves my point. 

What is the third option? The third 
option is to deal with it, to deal with it 
in a way that is reasonable and com-
passionate, but also in a way that is re-
sponsible and good for the country. 

That is what we have endeavored to do 
as part of this bill. 

So let’s be clear what this bill does. 
First and foremost, this bill says to 
people who are here illegally: Come 
forward. We have a process for you that 
you are going to have to undergo if you 
want to be in this country legally. Here 
is the process: No. 1, you are going to 
have to undergo a background check. 
They are going to have to fingerprint 
you. You are going to have to undergo 
a background check for national secu-
rity and for crimes. If you have com-
mitted serious crimes, you are not 
going to qualify for this legalization. 

You are going to have to pay an ap-
plication fee. You are going to have to 
pay a fine because that is a con-
sequence of having violated our immi-
gration laws. 

When I hear the word ‘‘amnesty’’ 
used, it reminds me that amnesty 
means the forgiveness of something. 
We have seen amnesties all the time. I 
was recently in the great State of Ha-
waii. We had a great visit there, a per-
sonal visit. They have a box called an 
amnesty box. It allows you, when you 
get off the airplane, if you have any 
banned agriculture—plants, fruits, or 
whatever—to put it in the bucket, no 
questions asked. That is amnesty. Am-
nesty is turn it in and nothing will 
happen to you, no price to pay. That is 
not what this bill does. 

This bill says: Come forward, and you 
are going to have to undergo a back-
ground check for national security, a 
background check for crimes. You are 
going to have to pay a fine. You are 
going to have to pay an application fee. 
You are going to have to get gainfully 
employed and start paying taxes. You 
are not going to qualify for any Fed-
eral benefits—no ObamaCare, no food 
stamps, no welfare, nothing. That is all 
you are going to be able to have for 10 
years, which leads me to my second 
point about the legalization. 

There is this notion out there that 
this is permanent legalization, that 
once you get this you are legal forever. 
Not true. This is like all other non-
immigrant visas. This is renewable. 
Under the program we envision in this 
bill, every 6 years you are going to 
have to come forward and reapply. 
Every 6 years you are going to have to 
come forward and undergo all the same 
things again—another fine, another ap-
plication fee, another background 
check. In fact, when you go renew it 
the first time, you are going to have to 
prove you have been gainfully em-
ployed and paying taxes for the pre-
vious 6 years. 

The legalization that people are 
going to be able to get, the so-called 
RPI—registered provisional immi-
grant—the key word there is ‘‘provi-
sional.’’ It is not permanent. There are 
people who are going to qualify for RPI 
at the beginning who, when it comes 
time to renew, are not going to qualify 
because they were not gainfully em-
ployed and paying taxes, because they 
committed a crime, or because they 

cannot pay the fine. That is going to 
happen. We do not think it will be 
prevalent, but it will happen. It is not 
permanent; it is provisional. 

The third aspect of it is that once 
you have been in RPI for 10 full years— 
after you have been in RPI for 10 full 
years, which means the first 6 years, 
and then you reapplied and qualified, 
and you have been in it another 4 
years—then here is the only thing that 
happens: The only thing that happens 
is that you are now qualified to, you 
are eligible to, apply for a green card. 
It does not mean on the 10-year anni-
versary of getting RPI you show up at 
some office and say: I am here. Give me 
my green card. That is not true. You 
have to apply for it. You have to under-
go the same green card process, with 
all the same checks and balances. 

I have filed an amendment to im-
prove it even further. I am saying when 
you apply for that green card, after the 
10-year period and more has expired, 
you are going to have to prove that you 
are proficient in English because I 
think assimilation is important. I 
think assimilating into American soci-
ety is important. I think learning 
English is not just important for as-
similation, it is important for eco-
nomic success. You cannot flourish in 
our economy, you cannot flourish in 
our country if you are not proficient in 
English. We are going to require that 
at the green card stage. 

Now, what is the debate here going to 
be about over the next few weeks? 
Well, a couple things are going to have 
to happen. 

First, like any other bill, there are 
some technical changes that are going 
to have to be made, and those will be 
made. I think there will be improve-
ments to the bill on other issues, such 
as what I have just talked about, this 
amendment I have making English pro-
ficiency required at the green card 
stage. 

Then I think we are going to move on 
and have a debate about the cost of 
this bill and ensuring that we truly 
tighten this. But look, the American 
people are very generous and open, es-
pecially to a process such as this, but 
they want to make sure it is not cost-
ing the American taxpayer. So we are 
going to have to make sure people are 
not qualifying for these Federal bene-
fits. We have to make sure people who 
have violated our immigration law, one 
of the consequences of that is that they 
are not a burden on the American tax-
payer. 

If we talk to many of these immi-
grant groups and the immigrations 
themselves, they will tell us that is not 
a problem. That is not what we are 
here for. Good. Because you are not 
going to qualify for those things. We 
are going to make that even clearer in 
some of the amendments Senator 
HATCH and others are working on. 

Then I think we have to get to the 
final point; that is, the security ele-
ment of this bill. I personally believe 
that more than half of my colleagues 
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on the Republican side, maybe a little 
more, maybe a little less, want to vote 
for an immigration bill. They want to 
modernize our legal immigration sys-
tem, they want to improve our enforce-
ment mechanisms, and they want to 
deal with the 11 million people who are 
here illegally. 

But they are only willing to do that 
if they can go back to their folks at 
home and say: We took steps in this 
bill to make sure this will never hap-
pen again; we did not repeat the mis-
takes of the past; this is not going to 
happen again. That is going to be the 
key to this bill passing. I think we can 
do that. That is in our principles, by 
the way. The guiding principles before 
this bill was unveiled talked about bor-
der security. One of the ways I think 
we can improve that is by not leaving 
the border and fence plan to chance. 

Let’s not leave it to the Department 
of Homeland Security. One of the ob-
jections we have heard from opponents 
of the bill is we do not trust Homeland 
Security to come up with a plan that 
works. Fine. Then let’s put it in the 
bill. Let’s put the specific plan in the 
bill, the number of fences, the amount 
of technology. Let’s mandate it in the 
bill so we are not leaving it to guess-
work, so when we vote for this bill, we 
are voting for a specific security plan. 

I have heard people say we think the 
E-Verify portion should be improved. 
Let’s fix it now. Let’s put it in the bill. 
We think the entry-exit tracking sys-
tem can be improved. Let’s put it in 
the bill, so that when we vote for this 
bill, we are also voting for a plan. That 
is important. That is not unreasonable. 
I want Members to think about this for 
a second. The immigrant who is ille-
gally here comes forward. They get le-
galized through this pretty difficult 
process. They are now here legally. 
They have qualified because they have 
met these conditions. They are now 
here legally. They are working. They 
are paying taxes. They are not in the 
shadows anymore. 

But before we can move to a green 
card, which is permanent residency, all 
we are asking for is that we ensure 
that this never happens again. That is 
not an unreasonable request. Not only 
do I not think that is an unreasonable 
request, I think that is a very respon-
sible request, because none of us wants 
to be here 5 years from now or 10 years 
from now saying: Boy, they truly 
messed up in 2013; we have to do this 
all over again. None of us wants to be 
here 5 years from now facing 5 million 
illegal immigrants more, another wave 
of illegal immigration. We can get that 
right. We can get it right in this bill. 

If that happens, I believe this legisla-
tion will pass in a historic way out of 
this Chamber. It strengthens the 
chances it can pass in the House and be 
signed by the President. That is the op-
portunity we have to get something 
such as this right. 

I could go on and talk to you about 
the economic benefits of legal immi-
gration reform and what that will 

mean for our economy. We will have 
plenty of time to have that conversa-
tion. Trust me when I tell you, I think 
we will work on it to convince you, it 
will be a net positive for America to 
have a legal immigration system that 
works. 

That is why this debate is so impor-
tant. I think we can do something that 
is good for the country and responsible 
and once and for all solve this problem 
so we do not have to continue to deal 
with it, so it does not continue to hold 
us back, so we, a nation of immigrants, 
built on a heritage of legal immigra-
tion, can have a legal immigration sys-
tem that works, that we can be proud 
of, that helps our country, that takes 
this issue off the table, that gets rid of 
de facto amnesty, that protects our 
sovereignty and our borders and the se-
curity of our people. That is what we 
have a chance to do. 

To the opponents of the legislation, I 
would say, look, I respect your views 
very much. I do. I think you raise very 
valid concerns, which we have at-
tempted to address in this bill and 
which we will continue to address in 
this bill. I am not one of those take-it- 
or-leave-it-people with regard to legis-
lation. I always think that no matter 
what idea I have, the more people who 
are exposed to it, the more input I get, 
the more suggestions I get, the better 
we can make it. 

Ultimately, that is what I am inter-
ested in being a part of. I am not inter-
ested in being part of passing a bill as 
a talking point or a messaging point, 
nor am I interested in the political cal-
culations of this issue. What I am per-
sonally interested in is solving a prob-
lem that is hurting America. That is 
how I will close. That is why I am pas-
sionate. The reason I am passionate 
about this issue is because this thing is 
hurting America. The fact that we 
have 11 million people leaving here, we 
do not know who they are, we do not 
know where they are, they are not pay-
ing taxes, they are not incorporated 
into our economy, that is hurting 
America. It is bad for them, but it is 
very bad for our country. The fact that 
we cannot enforce our immigration 
laws because the systems we have in 
place do not work, that is bad for 
America. The fact that we have a legal 
immigration system that hurts our 
economy and hurts our future, that is 
bad for America. 

What we have today on immigration 
in America is bad. It does not work for 
anyone, unless you are a human traf-
ficker or someone who is benefiting at 
the expense of cheap illegal labor. Who 
else is being helped by the status quo? 
Who else likes what we have right now? 
The answer is nobody. Leaving this in 
place is not an alternative. It is not an 
option. This is a problem that is hurt-
ing our country. The only way I know 
how to solve a problem is to get in-
volved in trying to solve it. That is 
why I came here. I did not come to the 
Senate to sign on to a bunch of letters 
and give a speech once a week on the 

floor. I came here because I believe, I 
know, I know with all my heart, that 
what we have is a unique, exceptional, 
and special place. But to keep it that 
way requires us to take seriously, not 
just our constitutional charge but take 
seriously the opportunity we have to 
solve historic problems in a historic 
way. I think this bill done right gives 
us the opportunity to do that. I look 
forward to the opportunity to be part 
of it. I hope my colleagues who are 
openminded about it will remain open-
minded as we work to improve this 
product and give the American people 
something that helps our country, 
solves our problem, and makes us all 
proud. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

HEITKAMP.) The Senator from Virginia. 
Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that I be permitted 
to deliver a floor speech on immigra-
tion reform in Spanish and that the 
Spanish and English versions be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate has begun a historic debate on com-
prehensive immigration reform. We 
have had and will continue to have 
hours of debate on this issue. I think it 
is appropriate that I spend a few min-
utes explaining the bill in Spanish, a 
language that has been spoken in this 
country since Spanish missionaries 
founded St. Augustine, FL in 1565. 
Spanish is also spoken by almost 40 
million Americans who have a lot at 
stake in the outcome of this debate. 

First, I want to applaud my col-
leagues in the ‘‘Gang of 8,’’ who have 
worked tirelessly to come up with a bi-
partisan comprehensive bill. This issue 
deserves an open and fair debate on the 
floor. It has been over 25 years since we 
passed a comprehensive immigration 
reform bill. The next few days and 
weeks will not be easy; they will be a 
test for the Senate, and whether this 
body can debate, offer amendments, 
compromise, and ultimately come to-
gether on an issue that will move our 
country forward. 

This debate is about Isabel Castillo. 
This young woman from Harrison-

burg, VA was brought to the United 
States by her parents at the very 
young age of 6. Her parents performed 
hard labor in order to support their 
family by picking apples and working 
in a poultry plant. All they wanted, 
like all parents do, was a better life for 
their children. Isabel did everything 
right—she graduated from high school 
and went on to attend college, where 
she graduated magna cum laude. She 
did not qualify for financial aid, due to 
her immigration status, and worked for 
a year to save money for college. After 
she graduated from college she was un-
able to legally find a job. Instead of 
giving up, this young woman organized 
the Harrisonburg Dream Act chapter to 
raise awareness about her situation in 
order to help other students. 
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This is one example of many as to 

why we need to pass an immigration 
bill. For students and families, such as 
Isabel’s, this is about their future. 

The last time Congress passed a com-
prehensive immigration bill was in 
1986. Many of the concerns I hear from 
Virginians involve issues that the last 
immigration reform bill did not ad-
dress—lack of sufficient border secu-
rity measures and a way to address the 
large number of undocumented immi-
grants in our country. The last immi-
gration reform bill also did not include 
spouses and children of legalized immi-
grants—which created a strong incen-
tive for many to enter or remain in the 
country illegally. 

This time around, things are dif-
ferent. I have been very impressed by 
the open process we have had in the Ju-
diciary Committee: 

212 amendments were considered in the 
Committee; 

30 Republican amendments were accepted; 
and 

12 full committee hearings on immigration 
and border security were held before mark-
up. 

I understand that some doubt re-
mains as to whether or not this bill 
will fix our broken immigration sys-
tem. While not perfect—I can con-
fidently stand here today and say this 
bill will do more for border security, 
more to improve our current backlog, 
more to strengthen our employment 
verification system, and more to put 
measures in place to deal with the fu-
ture flow of immigrants—compared to 
any other immigration bill in history. 

This bill will first and foremost cre-
ate a path to earned citizenship, not 
amnesty. Undocumented individuals 
will have to meet several stringent re-
quirements such as, paying fees and 
fines, passing national security and 
criminal background checks, paying 
their taxes and learning English. 

And before anyone can come out of 
the shadows, this bill requires a border 
security strategy and border fencing 
strategy within 6 months of enact-
ment. 

I am proud that this bill includes 
strong provisions to protect students 
who only know this country as their 
home, DREAMERS, as well as agricul-
tural workers, who perform some of the 
most difficult labor—these individuals 
will have an accelerated path if they 
meet certain conditions. 

In order for the U.S. to be the most 
talented country in the world, we must 
fix the current flaws in our immigra-
tion system. Our immigration system 
does not meet the demands of busi-
nesses that wish to attract and retain 
highly qualified immigrants. 

It is not about just addressing the 
short-term needs of the STEM work-
force but about investing in the future 
of our children. In order to ensure we 
remain globally competitive, we must 
increase our investments in education. 
This bill does just that by establishing 
a STEM education initiative—funded 
through fees collected from employers 
of foreign STEM workers. 

According to the Council on Foreign 
Relations ‘‘60 percent of U.S. employ-
ers are having difficulties finding 
qualified workers to fill vacancies at 
their companies.’’ 

This bill also creates a fair path for 
individuals who want to come into this 
country and start businesses, create 
jobs, and invest in the economy. 

In Virginia, Asian-owned businesses had 
sales and receipts of more than $13 billion 
and employed more than 92,000 people. 

Virginia’s foreign students contribute 
more than $405 million to the State’s econ-
omy in tuition, fees, and living expenses 
every year. 

Immigrants’ contributions in the 
high-tech sector are striking, with one 
study finding that immigrants started 
25 percent of all engineering and tech-
nology companies founded in the 
United States between 1995 and 2005. 

Through this bill individuals who 
earn a master’s or other postgraduate 
degree in STEM fields from American 
universities can apply for legal perma-
nent resident status. This bill also 
changes our current visa system from 
one based on arbitrary numbers to one 
that is market based and understands 
the needs of U.S. employers. 

The Federal Government currently 
spends nearly $18 billion on immigra-
tion enforcement every year, more 
than the combined budgets of all other 
Federal law enforcement agencies: 

U.S. Border Patrol apprehension of foreign 
nationals between ports of entry fell to a 40- 
year low of 327,577 in FY2011; and 

Removals grew from 30,000 in 1990 to more 
than 391,000 in FY2011. 

This bill goes even further by allo-
cating up to $6.5 billion additional for 
border security. It requires a biometric 
exit system to be in place at the 10 
largest international airports in the 
United States within 2 years, and 20 ad-
ditional airports within 6 years. 

It is not just about spending more 
money at the border, but about being 
strategic in how and where we spend 
our resources. 

One of the key issues that we must 
address is to hold employers account-
able and ensure that we have an effec-
tive employment verification system 
in place. 

As of May more than 400,000 employ-
ers registered for e-verify. This bill will 
mandate that all employers use a veri-
fication system that ensures all em-
ployees are legally authorized to work 
in the United States, and fine compa-
nies that employ undocumented immi-
grants. 

The State Department is currently 
processing visas for Filipino siblings of 
U.S. citizens who submitted their visa 
applications 24 years ago. I ask my col-
leagues to imagine if you had to wait 
over 24 years to see your family mem-
bers. 

This bill provides sufficient visas to 
erase the current backlog of family and 
employment-based visa applicants in 
the next 7 years, starting in 2015. 

Lastly, and probably one of the most 
essential pieces of this bill, is how we 

deal with future flow of immigrants 
wanting to come to this country. This 
bill creates a future immigration 
framework that is premised on a merit- 
based points system. The bill estab-
lishes a new non-immigrant agricul-
tural worker visa, and sets forth provi-
sions relating to the integration of new 
immigrants; and includes provisions to 
deal with the present and future work-
force needs of the American agri-
culture industry, while protecting 
workers from being displaced or other-
wise adversely affected by foreign 
workers. 

In closing, I welcome this debate. 
English settlers who landed at James-
town, VA in 1607 helped begin our Na-
tion’s great history as an immigrant 
Nation. And Virginian Thomas Jeffer-
son, as he wrote the Declaration of 
Independence, expressed his clear un-
derstanding that immigration was a 
positive force for our Nation. 

Today, Virginia has the ninth-largest 
immigrant population in the country, 
with over 903,000 foreign-born resi-
dents. Immigrants contribute greatly 
to the richness of our Commonwealth. 

I hope that we will start a new chap-
ter and send a strong message to the 
world that we are a country of laws but 
also of fairness and equality. 

Let’s not repeat the mistakes of the 
past but let’s also remember that the 
perfect should not be the enemy of the 
good. Finding a perfect solution should 
not stand in the way of progress. 

Let’s show this country and the 
world that this is not a Republican bill 
and it is not a Democratic bill but it is 
a strong bipartisan bill. It is time that 
we pass comprehensive immigration re-
form. Thank you. 

Mr. KAINE. El senado ha comenzado 
un debate histórico sobre una reforma 
migratoria comprensiva. Hemos tenido 
y continuaremos a tener horas para 
debatir este asunto. Creo que es 
apropiado que tome unos pocos 
minutos para explicar la legislación en 
español, un lenguaje que ha sido 
hablado en este paı́s desde que 
misioneros españoles fundaron a San 
Agustı́n, FL en mil-quinientos-sesenta- 
y-cinco. El español también es hablado 
por casi cuarenta millones de 
Americanos con mucho invertido en el 
resultado de este debate. 

Primeramente, quiero felicitar a mis 
colegas en el ‘‘Grupo de los Ocho,’’ 
quienes han trabajado incansablemente 
para ofrecer legislación bipartidista. 
Este asunto merece un debate abierto y 
razonable en el senado. Han pasado más 
de veinte-y-cinco años desde la última 
vez que pasamos una reforma 
migratoria comprensiva. Los próximos 
dı́as y semanas no serán fáciles; serán 
una prueba para el senado, en como 
ésta cámara puede debatir, ofrecer 
enmiendas, negociar, y al final unirse 
en un asunto que moverá nuestro paı́s 
adelante. 

Este debate es sobre Isabel Castillo. 
Esta joven de Harrisonburg, VA fue 

traı́da a los estados unidos por sus pa-
dres a la edad de seis. Sus padres 
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trabajaban a mano de obra muy difı́cil 
cosechando manzanas y trabajando en 
una factorı́a avı́cola para poder 
mantener a la familia. Lo único que 
querı́an, como todos los padres quieren, 
era una vida mejor para sus hijos. Isa-
bel hiso todo lo correcto—se graduó de 
la escuela secundaria y siguió adelante 
asistiendo la universidad, donde se 
graduó magna cum laude. Ella no 
califico para la asistencia universitaria 
federal por razón de su estatus 
migratorio y trabajo por un año, para 
ahorrar dinero para la universidad. 
Después de que se graduó del colegio, 
no pudo conseguir un trabajo legal. 
Envés de rendirse, esta mujer joven 
organizo el capı́tulo de Harrisonburg 
Soñadores para crecer el conocimiento 
de su situación en orden de poder 
ayudar a otros estudiantes. 

Este es uno de muchos ejemplos por 
cual tenemos que pasar una reforma 
migratoria. Para estudiantes y 
familias, tal como la de Isabel, esto se 
trata de sus futuros. 

La última vez que el congreso pasó 
una reforma migratoria comprensiva 
fue en mil-novecientos-ochenta-y-seis. 
Muchas de las preocupaciones que 
escucho de Virginianos incluyen 
asuntos que la última reforma 
migratoria no resolvió—la falta de 
suficiente medidas de seguridad para la 
frontera y una manera de resolver el 
gran número de inmigrantes 
indocumentados en nuestro paı́s. La 
última reforma migratoria tampoco 
incluyó esposos y esposas e hijos e 
hijas de inmigrantes legalizados—cual 
creo un incentivo fuerte para muchos 
en entrar o pertenecer en el paı́s 
ilegalmente. 

Esta vez, las cosas son diferentes. 
Estoy muy impresionado por el proceso 
abierto que hemos tenido en el comité 
judicial del senado: 

Doscientos-doce enmiendas fueron 
consideradas en el comité 

Treinta enmiendas republicanas fueron 
aceptadas; y 

Doce audiencias públicas sobre 
inmigración y seguridad fronteriza fueron 
realizadas antes de que el comité judicial 
votara sobre la legislación 

Entiendo que permanecen algunas 
dudas si esta legislación arreglará 
nuestro sistema de inmigración. 
Aunque no es perfecto—puedo pararme 
aquı́ hoy y decirles que esta legislación 
hará más para la seguridad fronteriza, 
más para mejorar nuestra lista de visas 
pendientes, más para fortalecer nuestro 
sistema de verificación de empleo, y 
más para establecer medidas para 
afrontar los inmigrantes que vendrán 
en el futuro—comparado a cualquier 
otra legislación migratoria en nuestra 
historia. 

Esta legislación primeramente crea 
un camino a la ciudadanı́a merecida, 
no amnestia. Individuos 
indocumentados tendrán que satisfacer 
varios requisitos rigurosos tal como, 
pagando multas, pasando verificación 
de antecedentes, pagando impuestos y 
aprendiendo inglés. 

Y antes de que cualquier persona 
pueda aplicar, esta legislación requiere 

una estrategia de seguridad fronteriza 
y estrategia de prevencion en la 
frontera dentro de 6 meses de ser 
promulgada. 

Estoy orgulloso de que esta 
legislación incluye provisiones fuertes 
para proteger estudiantes que 
solamente conocen este paı́s como su 
hogar, Soñadores, y también 
trabajadores en agricultura, quienes 
trabajan en unas de las manos de obra 
más difı́ciles—esta gente tendrá un ca-
mino acelerado si satisfacen ciertos 
requisitos. 

Para que los estados unidos sea el 
paı́s más talentoso en el mundo, 
tenemos que arreglar las fallas que 
existen hoy en dı́a en nuestro sistema 
de inmigración. Nuestro sistema no 
satisface las demandas de negocios que 
desean atraer y retener inmigrantes 
sumamente calificados. 

No se trata de simplemente 
afrontando las necesidades de corto 
plazo requeridas por los trabajadores 
en las más reas de ciencia, tecnologı́a, 
ingenierı́a, y matemáticas, sino sobre 
invirtiendo en el futuro de nuestros 
hijos. Para asegurar de que sigamos 
competitivos globalmente, tenemos 
que aumentar nuestras inversiones en 
la educación. Esta legislación hace tal 
meta estableciendo una iniciativa— 
fundado por pagos colectados de 
empleadores que emplean trabajadores 
extranjeros en estas áreas. 

Según el Consejo de Relaciones 
Exteriores, ‘‘sesenta por ciento de 
empleadores tienes dificultades 
encontrando trabajadores calificados 
para llenar vacancias en sus 
empresas.’’ 

Esta legislación también crea un ca-
mino justo para individuos que quieren 
venir a este paı́s y empezar negocios, 
crear trabajos, e invertir en la 
economı́a. 

En Virginia, los negocios adueñados por 
gente asiática tuvieron ventas y recibos de 
más de trece-mil-millones de dólares y 
emplearon a más de noventa-y-dos-mil 
personas. 

Estudiantes extranjeros contribuyeron más 
de cuatro-cientos-cinco millones de dońlares 
cada año a la economı́a de Virginia a través 
de sus matrı́culas, pagos, y gastos de 
mantenimiento durante el año académico. 

Las contribuciones de los 
inmigrantes en el sector de alta 
tecnologı́a son grandes, con un estudio 
encontrando que inmigrantes 
comenzaron veinte-y-cinco por ciento 
de todas las empresas de ingenierı́a y 
tecnologı́a fundadas en los estados 
unidos entre mil-novecientos-noventa- 
y-cinco y dos-mil-cinco. 

A través de esta legislación, 
individuos que logran una maestrı́a u 
otra matriculada avanzada in las áreas 
de ciencia, tecnologı́a, ingenierı́a, y 
matemáticas de universidades 
estadounidenses pueden aplicar para 
residencia permanente. Esta 
legislación también cambia nuestro 
sistema de visas que existe hoy en dı́a 
de uno basado en números arbitrarios a 
uno basado en el mercado y las 
necesidades de empleadores 
estadounidenses. 

El Gobierno Federal ahora gasta casi 
diez-y-ocho-mil-millones de dólares en 
esfuerzo de inmigración cada año, más 
que los presupuestos combinados de 
todas las otras agencias de ejecucion 
legal. 

Aprensiones de la Patrulla Fronteriza 
Estadounidense de extranjeros dentro los 
puertos de entrada redujo por más de 
trescientos-veinte-y-siete-mil en al año fis-
cal dos-mil-once, un nivel no visto en 
cuarenta años. 

Remociones crecieron de treinta-mil en 
mil-novecientos-noventa a más de 
trecientos-noventa mil en el año fiscal dos- 
mil-once. 

Esta legislación va más lejos 
asignando hasta seis-y-medio mil- 
millones de dólares adicionales para 
seguridad fronteriza. Y requiere la 
creación de un sistema biométrico en 
diez de los aeropuertos internacionales 
más grandes en los estados unidos 
dentro de 2 años, y veinte aeropuertos 
adicionales dentro de 6 años. 

No se trata de simplemente gastar 
más dinero en la frontera, se trata de 
ser estratégico en cómo y dónde 
gastamos nuestros recursos. 

Unos de los asuntos centrales que 
tenemos que resolver es que 
empleadores sean responsables y 
asegurar que tengamos un sistema de 
verificación de empleo efectivo. 

Desde Mayo, más de cuatro-cientos- 
mil empleadores se han registrado para 
e-verify. Esta legislación requiere que 
todos los empleadores usen un sistema 
de verificación que asegure que todos 
los empleados sean legalmente 
autorizados para trabajar en los 
estados unidos, y multara empresas 
que emplean a los inmigrantes 
indocumentados. 

El Departamento de Estado ahora en 
dı́a está procesando unas visas para 
hermanos Filipinos de ciudadanos 
estadounidenses quienes sometieron 
sus aplicaciones de visa hace veinte y 
cuatro años. Les pido a mis colegas que 
se imaginen si usted tuviera que 
esperar más de veinte-y-cuatro años 
para ver a miembros de su familia. 

Esta legislación proporciona 
suficiente visas para borrar el atraso de 
visas de familia y empleo en los 
próximos siete años, empezando en el 
dos-mil-quince. 

Últimamente, y probablemente unas 
de las partes más esenciales de esta 
legislación, es como afrontamos los 
inmigrantes que quieren venir a este 
paı́s en el futuro. Esta legislación crea 
una estructura para los inmigrantes 
del futuro que es basada en un sistema 
de puntos de mérito. La legislación 
establece una nueva visa temporal para 
los trabajadores agricultores, y crea 
provisiones correspondientes a la 
integración de nuevos inmigrantes; y 
incluye provisiones para resolver las 
necesidades del presente y el futuro 
correspondiente a la industria de 
agricultura estadounidense, mientras 
protegiendo trabajadores de ser 
desplazados o afectados negativamente 
por trabajadores extranjeros. 
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En conclusón, doy la bienvenida a 

este debate. Colonos ingleses quienes 
aterrizaron en Jamestown, VA en mil- 
seis-cientos-siete ayudaron empezar la 
gran historia de nuestra nación como 
una nacion de inmigrantes. Y el 
Virginiano Thomas Jefferson, mientras 
que escribı́a la Declaración de 
Independencia, expreso su 
entendimiento claro que inmigración 
era una fuerza positiva para nuestra 
nación. 

Hoy, Virginia tiene la novena 
población de inmigrantes más grande 
en el paı́s, con más de novecientos-tres- 
mil residentes que nacieron afuera de 
los estados unidos. Inmigrantes 
contribuyen una gran riqueza a nuestro 
estado. 

Espero que podamos empezar un 
nuevo capı́tulo y que mandemos un 
mensaje fuerte al mundo y la nación 
que somos un paı́s de leyes pero 
también de justicia e igualdad. 

No hay que repetir los errores del 
pasado pero debemos también recordar 
que la perfección no debe ser el 
enemigo de lo bueno. Encontrando una 
solución perfecta no deberı́a de 
bloquear el progreso. 

Vamos a demonstrar a este paı́s y al 
mundo que esta legislación no es 
Republicana y no es Demócrata, es 
fuertemente bipartidista. Es tiempo 
que aprobemos una reforma migratoria 
comprensiva. Gracias. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

There upon, the Senate, at 12:36 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. BALDWIN). 

f 

BORDER SECURITY, ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY, AND IMMIGRATION 
MODERNIZATION ACT—MOTION 
TO PROCEED 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order and pursuant to rule 
XXII, the Chair lays before the Senate 
the pending cloture motion, which the 
clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 80, S. 744, a bill to 
provide for comprehensive immigration re-
form, and for other purposes. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Robert 
Menendez, Christopher A. Coons, Mazie 
K. Hirono, Dianne Feinstein, Bill Nel-
son, Benjamin L. Cardin, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Al Franken, Richard 
Blumenthal, Ron Wyden, Jack Reed, 
Patty Murray, Michael F. Bennet, Tom 
Harkin, Charles E. Schumer, Richard 
J. Durbin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to S. 744, a bill to provide for 

comprehensive immigration reform, 
and for other purposes, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), and 
the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 82, 
nays 15, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 146 Leg.] 
YEAS—82 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Baucus 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boxer 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Chiesa 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cowan 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Fischer 

Flake 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (WI) 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 
Leahy 
Levin 
Manchin 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 

Moran 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Portman 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—15 

Barrasso 
Boozman 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Enzi 

Grassley 
Inhofe 
Kirk 
Lee 
Risch 

Roberts 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Vitter 

NOT VOTING—3 

Coburn McCain Murkowski 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 82, the nays are 15. 
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MANCHIN). Under the previous order, 
the time until 4 p.m. will be equally di-
vided and controlled between the pro-
ponents and opponents. 

The Senate will be in order. 
The Senator from New York. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise 

today to speak about the comprehen-
sive immigration reform bill we will 
begin debating later today and for the 
rest of the month. 

I thank my colleagues for voting yes 
on the motion to proceed, which will 
let us debate this very important bill 
which is critical to the future of our se-
curity, our economy, and our society. 
This overwhelming vote—a majority of 
both parties—starts this bill off on the 
right foot. 

First, I will begin by saying that this 
has been the most open and trans-
parent process we have seen in the past 
few years. Unlike most bills where only 
1 or 2 Senators draft them, this bill was 
drafted by 10 of us here in the Senate. 

I thank each of the four Republicans 
and four Democrats in the Gang of 8— 
my seven colleagues in the gang—for 
their great work. The agricultural pro-
gram in the bill was drafted by Sen-
ators FEINSTEIN and HATCH. We then 
held a number of hearings where we de-
bated, considered, voted on, and adopt-
ed scores of amendments during the 
Judiciary Committee markup under 
the able leadership of Chairman LEAHY. 
Many of those amendments were bipar-
tisan or were amendments offered sole-
ly by my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle. These amendments dra-
matically improve the bill. Our bill is 
better and stronger today than it was 
when we introduced it. 

Before the bill was marked up, this 
bill had been vetted by the eight of us. 
Eighteen of us here in the Senate have 
already had the chance to make our 
mark on this bill and consider all of 
the ways in which it should be 
changed. Now we are here on the floor, 
where all of my colleagues will have 
the chance to further improve the bill 
and discuss the changes they feel need 
to be made. We readily admit this bill 
is not perfect and can always be im-
proved. It is undergirded by one 
thought about the present situation 
and one about the future that we hope 
to change. In the present situation, our 
country—amazingly and counter-
productively—turns away hundreds of 
thousands of people who will create 
jobs and improve our economy, and at 
the same time we let millions cross the 
border and take jobs away from Amer-
ican workers. The system is backward 
and the status quo is unacceptable. 

Our bill is based on one simple prin-
ciple: that the American people will ac-
cept and embrace commonsense solu-
tions to future legal immigration and 
to the 11 million now living here in the 
shadows if—and only if—they are con-
vinced there will not be future waves of 
illegal immigration. 

Our bill does three basic things. 
First, it ensures that we will never 
again have a wave of future illegal im-
migration. Second, it fixes our com-
pletely dysfunctional legal immigra-
tion system to make us the most com-
petitive Nation in the world for both 
this century and the next. Third, it 
contains a tough but realistic path for 
making sure that the people currently 
here illegally are held accountable for 
what they did, but it also allows them 
to join American society on our terms 
in a fair and honorable way rather than 
by the current amnesty-by-inaction we 
see today. 

I wish to make it extremely clear 
that, first and foremost, we are com-
mitted to ending the waves of illegal 
immigration we have seen in the last 30 
years. We will accomplish this goal by 
building a very sturdy three-legged 
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stool of border security, employment 
verification, and entry-exit. I will now 
explain what our bill does in each of 
these areas to prevent future waves of 
illegal immigration. 

Make no mistake, our borders will be 
secured as a result of this bill. We ap-
propriate $6.5 billion up front in this 
bill to bolster our security efforts, and 
that is in addition to the annual appro-
priations made for each year of border 
security. 

Before any legalization can even 
begin, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity is required to come up with a 
plan on how to deploy $4.5 billion of 
those resources to acquire new infra-
structure, technology, and personnel 
that will enable the border patrol to 
catch 9 out of 10 illegal immigrants 
who attempt to cross our border. Only 
after this plan is presented to Congress 
and deployment of the resources has 
commenced may the legalization pro-
gram begin to adjust undocumented in-
dividuals to registered provisional im-
migrant status—what we call RPI sta-
tus. All of the resources in the plan 
must then be deployed on the ground 
and working before anyone in RPI sta-
tus can ever be granted a green card 
and gain citizenship. 

After 5 years, if the Border Patrol is 
not catching 9 out of every 10 illegal 
immigrants who attempt to cross the 
border, a commission with border State 
Governors and elected officials will be 
empowered to make recommendations 
on how best to spend an additional $2 
billion that this bill has already 
preappropriated in order to achieve 
this 90-percent effectiveness rate. 

With minimal resources and with 
many fewer resources, we are more ef-
fective at the border. The effectiveness 
rate has gone up from 68 percent to 82 
percent. Imagine what will happen 
with the resources we provide in this 
bill, all of which is paid for by provi-
sions in the bill, both fees for those 
who wish legal workers to come to 
work for them and fines for those who 
have crossed the border illegally. DHS 
will implement the recommendations 
of the commission after they have been 
presented to the Secretary. 

Think of this: Crossing the border 
without permission from the govern-
ment is a crime. When we catch some-
one crossing the border and prosecute 
and deport them, we are solving the 
crime and punishing the criminal. Our 
bill will deploy the resources needed to 
catch, prosecute, and deport 90 percent 
of the people who cross the border ille-
gally. Ninety percent of all border- 
crossing cases will be successfully 
closed. How does that closure rate com-
pare to other violations of our laws? 
According to FBI statistics, each year 
we successfully catch, prosecute, and 
detain wrongdoers in less than 50 per-
cent of the cases where a violent crime 
has been committed and in less than 20 
percent of the cases where a property 
crime has been committed. Think 
about the much higher standard our 
bill is creating for border security—90 

percent. Everyone knows 90 percent is 
an A grade, and our bill will achieve an 
A-rated border. 

For days and weeks now I have heard 
Senators who would oppose any immi-
gration bill. They say our bill does not 
secure the border, as if the $6.5 billion 
does not count. If anyone has a better 
idea, tell us. But to say this will not 
improve border security—some may 
disagree on whether it is the best way 
to do it or some may disagree on 
whether it does enough, but don’t say 
it won’t do anything to secure the bor-
der. History shows that of course it 
will. The eight of us believe it will do 
it well and do it strongly. It will do it 
far better than anything that has ever 
been envisioned. 

Now let’s take a look at what we can 
purchase for this money. 

We are going to be building $1 billion 
worth of border fence. Our bill requires 
that it be built before anyone can get a 
green card. Our bill originally had $500 
million more allocated for fencing, and 
the fencing money was actually de-
creased by the senior Senator from 
Texas, who thought we were building 
too much border fence in our bill. 

Second, we will be purchasing sen-
sors, fixed towers, radar, and drones 
that will cover the entire southern bor-
der. When this technology is deployed, 
we will finally be able to see every sin-
gle person crossing our border, and we 
will know where to send our 21,000 Bor-
der Patrol agents to go catch people. 

I visited the border with Senators 
MCCAIN, FLAKE, and BENNET. It is huge. 
We cannot station enough people on 
the border. There are no roads on large 
parts of it. But with the drones, we can 
see every single person who crosses the 
border day or night, and we can follow 
their path, so they can be apprehended 
when they are 10, 20, 25 miles inland. It 
is a huge improvement. Simple math 
tells us we have more than one Border 
Patrol agent for every city block of the 
southern border. Imagine how low 
crime would be if we had a police offi-
cer on every block. Imagine, once we 
deploy this technology, how effective it 
will be. 

For those who say the American peo-
ple do not trust the government to get 
the job done, I say let’s look at the 
facts. Providing additional resources to 
DHS for border security has an incred-
ibly proven track record of success. In 
2010 Congress passed an emergency sup-
plemental appropriations bill for bor-
der security. I worked on that with my 
colleague from Arizona, Senator 
MCCAIN. It was $600 million. In 2009, ac-
cording to the GAO, the national effec-
tive rate for the entire southern border 
was 72 percent. In 2011, a year after this 
was deployed, it went up to 82 percent. 

Again, saying this will not improve 
border security at all or saying there is 
no security at the border is not fair, 
and it is not right. I urge my col-
leagues not to say it. Again, some may 
disagree with how or disagree with how 
much, but there is a heck of a lot of 
border security in this bill. 

Most of the resources in the supple-
mental budget went to the Tucson bor-
der sector. In 2009 the effectiveness 
rate at the Tucson border sector was 71 
percent. In 2011 it went up to 87 per-
cent. Given that a mere $600 million 
supplemental appropriation was able to 
increase border security effectiveness 
from 72 percent to 82 percent, it is rea-
sonable to assert that spending over 10 
times that money on border security in 
the form of a $6.5 billion supplemental 
appropriation for personnel, infrastruc-
ture and technology will allow us to 
apprehend 9 out of every 10 people who 
try to cross the southern border ille-
gally. 

Second, visa overstays will be identi-
fied and apprehended when this bill 
passes. An estimated 40 percent of the 
11 million people in unauthorized sta-
tus are individuals who entered the 
United States legally but overstayed 
their visas. When a foreign national en-
ters the country, he or she is 
fingerprinted and his or her passport or 
visa is electronically scanned against 
our data security databases. Amaz-
ingly, when this individual exits the 
country, no such scan occurs, leading 
to uncertain information as to who 
overstayed their visas. Forty percent 
of those who cross illegally do not 
cross the border; rather, they overstay 
their visas. 

For individuals who enter the United 
States by air or sea, we will require 
those individuals to swipe their ma-
chine-readable passport visa on an 
electric scanner at the gate imme-
diately before exiting the United 
States. To prevent identity theft when 
the person swipes their visa or pass-
port, their picture comes up on a 
screen at the gate. The gate agent who 
is given the passport has to match the 
picture on the screen with the person 
giving their passport. The exit infor-
mation will be given to all of the De-
partment of Homeland Security com-
ponents to generate an accurate over-
stay list of people who entered the 
United States by air or sea. Persons on 
this list will be apprehended, detained, 
and deported by ICE. 

Persons entering the United States 
from the northern border will also be 
identified as exiting the country via 
the northern border when they are 
granted entry into Canada, and that is 
because the United States and Canada 
are willing to share entry information 
such that each country will be pro-
viding the other country with de facto 
exit information. 

There is criticism leveled by oppo-
nents of immigration reform that the 
exit system must be biometric in order 
to prevent visa overstays and that 
using passport or visa pictures instead 
of fingerprints will not work. Although 
this criticism is not justified because 
we will be using picture-matching to 
prevent identity theft, our bill phases 
in biometric exit capabilities at our 
largest airports. During the first 2 
years of enactment the bill will require 
the taking of biometrics for people 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4088 June 11, 2013 
leaving the United States through the 
10 largest international airports. It will 
go to 20 more in 6 years. If it works 
better than the photo-match system, 
we will phase in the print system na-
tionwide. We believe the photo system 
is just as effective and much, much 
cheaper. Why do we need to spend bil-
lions more to achieve the same result? 

In any case, the key to our bill is 
that we will ensure, soon after pas-
sage—even as this biometric exit sys-
tem is being deployed—we will be able 
to detect, detain, and deport individ-
uals who enter the United States le-
gally from Canada by airport or sea-
port and then overstay their visas. 

We also make the completion of this 
entry-exit system a trigger for the 
path to citizenship. The path to citi-
zenship cannot happen unless this 
entry-exit system is deployed. 

Third, even if a small number of peo-
ple are able to cross the border ille-
gally or overstay their visa—neither 
system will be perfect—they will still 
not be able to find work legally in the 
United States due to our bill’s manda-
tory employment verification system. 
Even if someone is able to get here ille-
gally or overstays their visa, their 
main goal for being here—working— 
will be impossible after the bill is 
passed. 

That is why we have illegal immigra-
tion. The people who cross our borders 
are very poor people. Most of them are 
living in poverty and they want a job. 
They want some money. If they can 
send $10 a week home to their wife, fa-
ther or children, they will cross the 
border to do it. But if they can’t get 
jobs, they are not going to come. 

We have 11 million people here today, 
and we do not have a problem whereby 
these folks are besieging us with ter-
rorist acts. They are simply here work-
ing and feeding their families. 

If we eliminate the jobs magnet, we 
will eliminate illegal immigration. 
Under this bill, every employer seeking 
to hire a worker must determine, using 
our employment verification system, 
whether that prospective employee is 
here legally and can work. If the pro-
spective employee is either a noncit-
izen with work authorization, a U.S. 
citizen with a passport or a resident of 
a State that agrees to share a driver’s 
license with DHS—and all 50 States 
now have driver’s licenses—then the 
prospective employee will have to 
produce that form of identification to 
their employer that matches the photo 
pulled up on the E-Verify database in 
order to work legally. This will elimi-
nate the identity theft problem that 
plagues the current E-Verify system. 

If the prospective employee is a U.S. 
citizen who does not have a passport or 
is not from a State that shares driver’s 
licenses with DHS, then that indi-
vidual—it is a very small number—will 
have to answer questions about their 
identity, generated randomly from 
their Social Security number, in order 
to prevent identity theft. Credit card 
companies have used this system to 
huge and positive effect. 

Employers who do not use E-Verify 
or who hire illegal workers will be 

given severe penalties and be jailed for 
repeated violations. I know many on 
the other side have wanted to make E- 
Verify mandatory and permanent. We 
have heard that for years. Now, all of a 
sudden when we do it, it is not good 
enough. 

Fourth, this bill also fundamentally 
alters the cost-benefit analysis for 
coming to the United States illegally 
by creating a new W visa worker pro-
gram to encourage people to come here 
legally. Because of the bill’s signifi-
cantly enhanced border security, 
entry-exit, and employment verifica-
tion, any person intending to come to 
the United States illegally will have to 
take great safety risks, at great per-
sonal and financial costs to come here. 
Once they are here, they will find there 
are no jobs available to support them-
selves. 

Alternatively, they can choose to 
come legally and work as part of our W 
visa work program that is created for 
individuals to work in jobs where em-
ployers cannot find American workers 
but only if they can’t find them. Up to 
200,000 visas a year will be made avail-
able for this purpose. We start with a 
program that can grow as our economy 
grows and creates more jobs and is 
flexibly related to the rate of unem-
ployment. 

In addition, a new agricultural pro-
gram will be set up to replace the pre-
viously illegal flow of agricultural 
workers. Given that the Census Bureau 
and the Pew Hispanic Center have esti-
mated the illegal flow in past years to 
be around 400,000 people per year, there 
should be enough visas to meet any de-
mand for additional workers that 
might exist. 

If more legal workers are needed, the 
newly formed Bureau of Immigration 
and Labor Market Research can pro-
vide additional visas to permit more 
workers to enter in occupations they 
find have shortages of workers. 

Given these new programs, it would 
no longer make any sense for intending 
illegal immigrants to spend tens of 
thousands of dollars and risk their 
lives to come here illegally. Illegal im-
migration will be a thing of the past. 

Fifth, the bill will protect American 
workers in four ways: Because of the 
new employment verification system 
Americans will no longer have to com-
pete for jobs with unauthorized work-
ers who can easily be exploited. I say 
to so many of my colleagues who are 
worried about this, I ride my bicycle 
around Brooklyn early in the morning. 
I see on various street corners congre-
gating young men, mainly, and some 
guy on a truck comes over and says: I 
will give you $15 to work on roofing on 
a few houses I am building. I guarantee 
he doesn’t say he will pay them $2 
above minimum wage and give them an 
hour off for lunch. Those illegal immi-
grants are driving down the wage base, 
particularly in lower skilled places. 
That will end. 

Second, in the bill’s legal worker pro-
grams, Americans must be recruited 
first before any foreign worker will be 
hired. 

In addition, all foreign workers will 
be required to be paid the same wage as 
an American would be paid for that 
job, meaning that a foreign worker will 
never be hired to undercut an Amer-
ican worker’s wage. 

All foreign workers will be given 
portability to change employers if they 
don’t like their current employment 
situation. This means employers will 
no longer choose foreign workers over 
American workers because they have 
more control over those workers. 

Finally, this is also a very fair bill— 
and we have, of course—I don’t go into 
it here for lack of time—an H–1B sys-
tem and a system that says if you are 
a foreigner who studies in an American 
college and gets an M.A. or Ph.D. in 
STEM—science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math—you will get a green 
card. These are the very people who in 
the past have created new companies 
and created tens of thousands, hun-
dreds of thousands of new jobs in 
America. Now, if they want to come to 
America after they study here or stay 
in America, we send them away and 
they go to Canada and Australia. That 
would not happen anymore under this 
bill. 

Finally, it is a very fair bill for legal 
immigration and resolving the status 
of the people who are here. We create a 
system, as I mentioned, that allows 
America to attract and retain the best 
and brightest minds from around the 
world in science, math, finance, tech-
nology, the arts, and more, funda-
mental to maintaining America’s pre-
eminence in a an increasingly competi-
tive global marketplace. We also pro-
vided a JOLT—J-O-L-T—to our travel 
industry by making it easier for for-
eign nationals to come to the United 
States and spend their lucrative vaca-
tion dollars here instead of somewhere 
else. 

Of great importance, and perhaps the 
dividing line between some in this 
Chamber and the rest of us, we give the 
11 million people here a chance to come 
out of the shadows and earn a path to 
citizenship after spending 10 years on 
probation, working, keeping their nose 
clean, learning English and civics, and 
paying their taxes. It is a tough path to 
citizenship, but it is a fair path, and it 
is a path we make sure will happen, 
providing the specific metrics in our 
border security provisions are met. 

Our bill requires all of these impor-
tant enforcement resources I have de-
scribed to be put in place before we 
give the individuals a path to citizen-
ship. We in the Group of 8 agree that is 
fair to ask. The Federal Government 
should have to put the resources in 
place that we promised, as necessary, 
to get the job done. That is entirely 
within our control and we will live up 
to our work. But by the same token, we 
will not leave these 11 million people in 
immigration limbo forever. It makes 
no sense to have people living here per-
manently who have not invested in 
America. This is the huge mistake Eu-
rope has made. We see the ill effects 
every day on the news of what happens 
in European countries that have not 
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integrated their immigrant popu-
lations. Those populations become af-
fected by a sense of alienation, a lack 
of opportunity, a lack of upward mobil-
ity. That is not America. Here we give 
people the chance to be all they can be 
through their hard work. We want peo-
ple here to be serving on juries, serving 
in the military, and saying to people 
that they are just as American as any-
body else. 

In my city—the city in which I was 
raised and in which I live—there is that 
beautiful lady in the harbor with that 
bright torch. That has been America, 
and that lady has said through the cen-
turies: If you come here and work hard, 
stay clear of the law, no matter who 
you are and what your economic level 
is, we welcome you. We want you to be-
come an American. 

We are not going to take that away. 
That would be just as dramatic a 
change in this country we love so much 
as tearing up the Bill of Rights. It has 
been part and parcel, warp and woof, of 
America. 

To those who suggest having some 
secondary status, to those who say 
let’s put into the bill an excuse so 
someone 3 years from now can say no 
one can become a citizen, we say: No. 
We have some basic principles we will 
not compromise and that is at the top 
of the list. 

In conclusion, I wish to send this 
message loudly and clearly to all who 
might be listening today. We are inter-
ested in compromises that will make 
this bill even stronger and more secure. 
Our group does not claim to have a mo-
nopoly on wisdom. We will hear out 
any of our colleagues from either side 
of the aisle who have good-faith sug-
gestions on how to improve this bill. 

I have heard some say we should not 
consider any further changes to the bill 
and dare the other side to vote against 
it. I reject that approach. We are not 
interested in scoring a political victory 
to help one party; we are interested in 
passing a law that changes the awful 
status quo, solves the problem, and 
makes America an even greater and 
better place. Just because the process 
has been, to date, so encouraging does 
not mean we can take anything for 
granted. So we welcome constructive 
input from our colleagues and we want 
to work with them. But the one thing 
none of us will do is condition the path 
to citizenship on factors that may not 
ever happen in order to appear tough. 

We are committed to border security. 
We are committed to ending illegal im-
migration. But we are equally com-
mitted to allowing people the right to 
earn their way to become an American 
citizen if they work hard, play by the 
rules, learn English, and avoid crimi-
nality. 

Just as I believe to my core that bor-
der security should not be a bargaining 
chip, I also believe to my core that 
leaving people in immigration limbo, 
uninvested in America and its suc-
cesses, is also something we should not 
do just to pass a bill. I commit in good 

faith to every one of my colleagues in 
this Chamber who wants to work with 
me to improve the bill that I am open 
to any ideas. But for those of my col-
leagues who will not support this legis-
lation, I simply ask the question: How 
would you solve this problem? The an-
swers are not simple. That is why it 
has taken us months to get to where 
we are today. 

This bill represents our best chance 
for a broad bipartisan compromise on a 
complex issue that we have had for dec-
ades. 

I hope all of us take this opportunity 
very seriously. I hope we all do what 
we can to show the American people 
that their lawmakers do still have the 
ability to solve difficult problems that 
affect every one of our daily lives. 

With that, I ask that my colleagues 
will agree to work with us in good faith 
to improve this bill and to give a re-
sounding vote—from both sides of the 
aisle—of support for this bill when it 
comes to final passage. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I very 

much want commonsense immigration 
reform to pass. This bill is going to 
pass the Senate. But, as written, this 
bill will not pass the House. As writ-
ten, this bill will not pass into law. 
And if this bill did become law, it 
would not solve the problem—indeed, it 
would make the problem of illegal im-
migration that we have today worse 
rather than better. 

If you likewise want to see common-
sense immigration reform pass, then 
you have reason to be both optimistic 
and pessimistic. You have reason for 
optimism because there is widespread 
bipartisan agreement on many aspects 
of immigration. 

Outside of Washington, DC, there is 
widespread bipartisan agreement that, 
No. 1, our current immigration system 
is broken, it is not working; No. 2, that 
we have to get serious about securing 
the borders, about doing everything we 
can to stop illegal immigration—that 
in a post-9/11 world it does not make 
any sense that we do not know who is 
coming into this country; we do not 
know their history; we do not know 
their background—and, No. 3, that we 
need to improve and streamline legal 
immigration, that we need to remain a 
Nation that does not just welcome but 
that celebrates legal immigration. 

On those basic principles there is 
widespread bipartisan agreement. If 
this body were to focus on those areas 
of bipartisan agreement, that is how 
we would get an immigration bill 
passed into law—not just by one Cham-
ber of Congress but actually passed 
into law. 

The reason, however, for pessimism 
is that to date the conduct of the 
White House and the Senate Demo-
crats, who have been driving this proc-
ess, suggests they are more interested 
in finding a partisan issue to campaign 
on in 2014 and 2016 than in actually 

passing a bill to fix our broken immi-
gration system. 

Of all of the issues swirling about 
this bill, the path to citizenship for 
those who are here illegally is the sin-
gle most divisive issue; and that is the 
issue on which the Obama White House 
and the Senate Democrats insist. By 
insisting on that division, I believe 
they, by design, destine this bill to be 
voted down. I think if we do not end up 
fixing our immigration system, that 
would be a very unfortunate outcome. 

I would note in the Judiciary Com-
mittee we spent considerable time con-
sidering amendments to this bill. At 
the outset of the markup, I observed 
that I hoped it would be a real markup, 
that the majority had the votes, if they 
wanted, to reject every substantive 
amendment, but I very much hoped 
they would not, that they would be 
willing to work with the members of 
the committee to improve the bill to 
make it fix the problem. 

Sadly, at the end of the markup, I 
was forced to observe it had played out 
exactly as I feared it might at the be-
ginning; namely, that the majority of 
Democrats on the committee voted 
down just about every single major 
substantive amendment that was pre-
sented, one after the other after the 
other. What they repeatedly said was 
there had been a deal that was cut—a 
deal that was cut with the union 
bosses, with the interest groups—and 
that deal could not be changed. Well, if 
that is the case, that deal is not going 
to get passed into law. 

In my view, this legislation has two 
major problems. The first is it does not 
fix the problem. In 1986, Congress 
passed major immigration reform—the 
last time we addressed and successfully 
passed immigration reform—and that 
bill had two major components: No. 1, 
it granted amnesty, explicit, full-out 
amnesty for some 3 million people who 
were then here illegally. The American 
people were told: This amnesty will be 
in exchange for securing the borders. In 
1986 Congress told the American peo-
ple: We are granting amnesty, but in 
exchange we will fix the problem so il-
legal immigration will go away as a 
problem. Once these 3 million get am-
nesty, there will be no more. 

Now, sadly, we are here some 30 years 
later and instead of 3 million there are 
roughly 11 million people here ille-
gally. Because what happened in 1986 is 
the amnesty happened and the borders 
never got secured. If this bill were to 
pass into law, in 10, 20, 30 years we 
would be back here talking about an-
other 10, 20, 30 million people here ille-
gally. Because, like the 1986 bill, this 
bill will not fix the problem, and, in-
deed, it will exacerbate it. 

This bill is enormously complicated. 
Indeed, this bill, as currently written, 
is 1,076 pages—1,076 pages. It is longer 
than the Dodd-Frank bill, which was 
848 pages. It is roughly half the size of 
ObamaCare, which was over 2,000 pages. 
In these 1,076 pages, there are, right 
now, over 1,000 waivers given to the 
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Secretary of Homeland Security and 
other members of the executive branch 
to waive law enforcement provisions, 
to waive border security, to give to the 
executive more standardless, 
unreviewable discretion. That, unfortu-
nately, would only serve to exacerbate 
the problem. 

Illegal immigration is an enormous 
problem. It is an enormous problem in 
my home State of Texas, where I have 
spent real time down on the border vis-
iting with ranchers, with farmers, with 
people living on the border, who every 
week have people coming illegally 
across their property, who no longer 
lock their doors at home because they 
have discovered if they lock their 
doors, they just get broken into. So it 
is simpler not to lock the doors rather 
than deal with the damage of the locks 
being broken or the doors kicked in. 

If you look at the numbers, in fiscal 
year 2012, the Border Patrol reported 
463 deaths, 549 assaults, and 1,312 res-
cues. 

Let me point out, this current sys-
tem is the opposite of humane. This 
current system ends up having vulner-
able people coming here seeking free-
dom, entrusting themselves to coyotes, 
to drug cartels, to traffickers, and 
being left—sometimes women and chil-
dren—to die in the desert, being left 
sometimes subject to sexual assault, to 
exploitation, to trafficking. 

The U.S. Department of State esti-
mates that 14,000 to 17,000 people are 
trafficked into the United States every 
single year. And when it comes to the 
drug cartels and their role in facili-
tating illegal immigration, the volume 
is staggering. Between 2006 and 2013, 
there were 9.28 million pounds of mari-
juana, cocaine, methamphetamine, and 
heroin seized in Texas alone. To put 
that in perspective, the space shuttle 
weighs about 4.5 million pounds, which 
means there was twice as much—two 
space shuttles’ worth—of illegal-drugs- 
seized traffic across the border. 

But the second major failing of this 
bill: It is not likely to pass. There are 
not 218 votes in the House of Rep-
resentatives to pass a pathway to citi-
zenship. My friends on the Democratic 
side of the aisle know that, but I think 
they have made a political judgment 
that they want to campaign on this 
issue rather than rolling up their 
sleeves and saying: How do we actually 
get a bill that can pass into law? That 
is what I hope this body does. 

In the course of the markup, I 
worked very hard to try to improve 
this bill because I want to see a bill 
that fixes the problem passed into law. 
Specifically, I offered five amendments 
to fix the bill, to fix the problem. 
Those amendments were all voted 
down, with every Democrat on the 
committee voting against them. 

On the floor of the Senate, I hope to 
offer the same amendments. If they are 
voted down again, and this body passes 
that bill, I very much hope the House 
of Representatives will look to these 
amendments as providing a pathway to 

fixing this bill, to actually addressing 
the problem. 

The first amendment I offered was an 
amendment to actually secure the bor-
ders. The amendment I offered, unlike 
the current bill, which requires the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to pre-
pare a plan—and the trigger is, when 
the Secretary prepares a plan, that 
triggers the legalization provisions of 
this bill. Well, a plan to plan is, by de-
sign, toothless. Instead, the amend-
ment I offered would have tripled the 
size of the U.S. Border Patrol to put 
manpower on the ground, boots on the 
ground, to solve the problem. It would 
have increased fourfold the helicopters 
and fixed-wing assets and technology 
on the ground to solve the problem. It 
would have put in place a biometric 
entry-exit system because 40 percent of 
the illegal immigration we have comes 
from visa overstays. 

Unfortunately, every single Demo-
crat on the committee voted against 
that amendment. 

I offered two amendments to improve 
and substantially increase legal immi-
gration. On this point, let me pause for 
a second to note there is no more en-
thusiastic advocate of legal immigra-
tion in the Senate than I am. I am the 
son of an immigrant. I am the son of 
one who had been imprisoned and tor-
tured in Cuba, who came to this coun-
try with nothing, seeking freedom, and 
we need to welcome and celebrate legal 
immigrants. So I offered two amend-
ments focusing on improving legal im-
migration so we can continue to wel-
come those from all around the world 
coming here seeking freedom. 

First, I offered an amendment con-
cerning temporary high-skilled worker 
H–1B visas. H–1B high-skilled worker 
visas are overwhelmingly progrowth. 
The economic data indicates that for 
every 100 H–1B high-skilled workers 
who come into this country, 183 jobs 
are created for U.S. citizens. The 
amendment I offered would take the 
current cap of H–1B visas, which is at 
65,000, and increase it fivefold to 
325,000. The current bill, the Gang of 8 
bill, goes up to 110,000. That is a step in 
the right direction, but it does not go 
nearly far enough. There is far more 
demand than that. 

Right now, every year, we educate 
tens of thousands of foreign students at 
our universities. They get graduate de-
grees in mathematics, in engineering, 
in computer science. They get Ph.D.s, 
and then we send them back to their 
countries, where they start businesses 
there, they create businesses there, 
they create jobs there, and they com-
pete against us. It makes absolutely no 
sense. I think we need to expand dra-
matically high-skilled workers, and my 
amendment would increase it fivefold. 

Every single Democrat on the com-
mittee voted against it. 

I would note that the proponents of 
the bill often find themselves in Sil-
icon Valley telling our friends in the 
high-tech industry how they are cham-
pions for helping get more program-

mers, engineers, computer scientists 
into this country. Yet I note again 
every single Democrat on the Judiciary 
Committee voted against increasing H– 
1B high-skilled workers. We need to in-
crease that cap. 

The second amendment I offered that 
would increase legal immigration 
would double the overall cap on legal 
immigration from 675,000—the current 
statutory cap—to 1.35 million per year 
so we can have a legal system that has 
employment-based immigration. When 
people have jobs, they can meet areas 
of need, whether in agriculture or else-
where. And they can also come for fam-
ily unification. 

I am sorry to say many of my friends 
on the left side of the aisle—who often 
describe themselves as advocates of the 
Hispanic community, advocates of im-
migrants—every Democrat on the Judi-
ciary Committee voted in party line 
against increasing legal immigration 
and against doubling the caps of legal 
immigration. 

Finally, I introduced two other 
amendments that were both directed at 
respecting and maintaining the rule of 
law. One amendment simply elimi-
nated the pathway to citizenship. What 
it provided is those people who are here 
illegally shall not be eligible for citi-
zenship. 

It is important to note that under 
the existing bill, if my amendment had 
been adopted, those who are here ille-
gally would be eligible for what is 
called RPI status, a legal status, and, 
indeed, in time would be eligible for 
legal permanent residency. 

So the underlying bill gives legal sta-
tus to the 11 million people who are 
here illegally. The amendment I intro-
duced simply said there needs to be a 
consequence for having violated the 
law. It is unfair, in my opinion, to the 
millions of legal immigrants who fol-
lowed the rules—who stayed in line, 
who stayed in their home country 
years or decades—to reward those who 
broke the law with a path to citizen-
ship. I believe it is also critical to pass-
ing this bill to remove the path to citi-
zenship, and yet every single Democrat 
on the committee voted party line 
against this amendment. 

The final amendment I introduced 
was an amendment that provided that 
those who are here illegally shall not 
be eligible for State, local, or Federal 
means-tested welfare payments. This is 
an interesting issue because the advo-
cates of the Gang of 8 bill frequently go 
on television and tell the American 
people: None of those granted amnesty 
in their bill will be given welfare. I 
have seen that. That is a central talk-
ing point. 

If that talking point were true, this 
should have been a very easy amend-
ment to adopt. Yet every single Demo-
crat on the committee voted against 
this amendment. One of the reasons is, 
although the Gang of 8 bill for a period 
exempts those here illegally from Fed-
eral welfare, roughly $300 billion a year 
is spent in State welfare, and those 
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given amnesty under this bill would be 
eligible for a great portion of that 
State welfare immediately, means- 
tested welfare. 

In my view we should welcome people 
from across the world, but the people 
we should be welcoming are those who 
are coming here to seek the American 
dream, to work hard. I believe that is 
the vast majority of immigrants who 
are coming here for a better life. We 
should not be putting into place sys-
tems where the hard-working Amer-
ican taxpayers are being taxed to pro-
vide welfare for those who are here ille-
gally. I think that respects the rule of 
law to say we will welcome you here if 
you are working to provide for your 
family. 

Each of those amendments was re-
jected. Often my friends on the Demo-
cratic side of the aisle would say some-
thing like: I may agree with this par-
ticular amendment, but there was a 
deal cut. I may agree, but the union 
bosses, the special interests, the people 
in the closed-door rooms who nego-
tiated this deal, we agreed on a level 
and we cannot increase it. It may be 
good to increase high-skilled workers 
to 325,000, but we cut a deal with the 
union bosses and we cannot change it. 

That is not how legislation should be 
drafted. We should be fixing the prob-
lem. We should be making our economy 
stronger. Right now, in my opinion, 
this bill is headed for failure. There 
should be no drama. There should be no 
confusion. 

Let’s be clear. This bill, I am con-
vinced, is going to pass the Senate. In 
fact, I think it is going to pass the Sen-
ate with a substantial margin. In all 
likelihood, near the end of this process 
there will be an amendment or two di-
rected at border security that the 
American people will be told: OK, this 
finally puts teeth into the border secu-
rity provisions. 

I hope those representations prove 
true. 

Regardless of what happens on that, I 
believe the votes are already precooked 
that this bill is going to pass the Sen-
ate. Absent major revisions, absent re-
visions along the lines of the amend-
ments I introduced in committee and 
intend to introduce on the floor again, 
this bill will crash and burn in the 
House. It is designed to do so. So how 
do we save it? If we actually want to 
fix the problem, not have a political 
game but fix the problem, the answer is 
the American people. The American 
people have to speak. If you want to 
see the border secured, pick up the 
phone and let your elected Representa-
tive know. Let Senators know, let 
Members of the House know. Speak out 
online, speak out publicly. When the 
American people speak out and speak 
out loudly, their voices are heard. 

If you want legal immigration im-
proved so that we welcome high-skilled 
workers, we welcome those seeking the 
American dream, speak out. If you 
want to respect the rule of law and not 
grant amnesty without securing the 

borders, speak out and speak out loud. 
Let me say, what needs to happen to 
change this dynamic is the key stake-
holders need to decide that failure is 
not an option. The high-tech commu-
nity, the business community, farmers 
and agricultural leaders need to decide 
that they are not willing to have this 
entire bill held hostage to a provision 
providing a pathway to citizenship that 
is certain to fail and designed to fail. 

I want to speak finally to the His-
panic advocacy groups, to the many 
who passionately pour their hearts into 
trying to improve the conditions of 
those in this country, including the 11 
million who are here illegally. I believe 
the current path this bill is on is a path 
that is, by design, going to yield it to 
being voted down. I think that is why 
the Obama White House is insisting on 
a pathway to citizenship. 

I would note in 2007 then-Senator 
Obama stood on the floor of this Sen-
ate and played a key role in killing im-
migration reform then for the same 
reasons, for partisan reasons. Indeed, I 
would suggest a moment of clarity 
came in the Judiciary Committee 
markup when a senior Democrat, who 
is one of the sponsors of this bill, said: 
If there is no path to citizenship, there 
can be no reform. 

I think that sentence summed it up. 
I certainly thank that senior Democrat 
for his candor because he made clear 
there was one overwhelming partisan 
objective, which is a path to citizen-
ship. In his judgment, if that partisan 
objective could not be accomplished 100 
percent, he was willing to do nothing, 
zero, to improve the border. He was 
willing to do nothing, zero, to improve 
legal immigration—nothing, zero, to 
expand high-tech immigration; noth-
ing, zero, to improve farmers and agri-
cultural workers; and most telling, 
nothing, zero, to improve the condition 
of the 11 million people currently here 
illegally because, based on the Obama 
White House position that with no path 
to citizenship we will take our marbles 
and go home, we will crater this entire 
bill. That outcome means those 11 mil-
lion remain in the shadows, have no 
legal status. Whereas, if the proponents 
of this bill actually demonstrate a 
commitment not to politics, not to 
campaigning all the time, but to actu-
ally fixing this problem, to finding a 
middle ground, that would fix the prob-
lem and also allow for those 11 million 
people who are here illegally a legal 
status with citizenship off the table. 

I believe that is the compromise that 
can pass. But, at least right now, the 
partisan advocates of this bill are not 
willing to accept that. The only thing 
that can change that is if the American 
people speak out. The only thing that 
can change that is if the stakeholders 
make clear to the Obama White House, 
to the Senate Democrats, failure is not 
an option; that if this fails, because as 
a political matter you insisted on a 
path to citizenship and threw every-
thing else overboard, that failure 
would be unacceptable. 

I very much hope we work together 
in a bipartisan manner to fix this prob-
lem in a way that secures the border, 
in a way that respects the rule of law, 
and in a way that improves legal immi-
gration so we remain a nation that 
welcomes and celebrates legal immi-
grants. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
have a more robust statement that I 
intend to make later. But since I un-
derstand the time is truncated, I will 
wait for that because I am not going to 
equivocate on something that I feel 
passionately about and something that 
I have worked on a long time as part of 
the Gang of 8 to achieve. So, hopefully, 
I will get to that later today. 

I did want to take advantage of the 
time that is available to just create a 
certain context having just heard from 
my colleague from Texas. I am glad he 
acknowledges this bill will pass the 
Senate. I believe the bill will pass the 
Senate because the American people 
are tired of a broken immigration sys-
tem that neither meets our values, pre-
serves our security, or promotes our 
economy. That is what is driving the 
American people in poll after poll and 
saying it is time to fix our broken sys-
tem. 

Now, I have heard the comments 
about this bill will pass the Senate, but 
it will not pass the House. Well, having 
served in the House, I am not quite 
sure anybody can make that deter-
mination. Part of it will be what lead-
ership wants to achieve in the House 
and what it does not seek to achieve. 

I would not negotiate against myself, 
against a process in the House which I 
am unaware of at this moment of ex-
actly how they are going to pursue it. 
So why would I seek to diminish the 
Senate’s prerogative to send what they 
think is the appropriate reform on im-
migration to the House for their con-
sideration. I would not want to do that. 
That is what conferences are all about. 

So if the House has a different view 
as to how we reform our broken immi-
gration system, has a different view as 
to how we ensure the national security 
of the United States, has a different 
view as to how we promote the eco-
nomic interests that immigration re-
form does promote, has a different view 
as to how we ensure that workers’ 
wages are not suppressed by having an 
underclass of millions of people who 
are exploited and therefore bringing 
down the wages of all other American 
workers, fine. Let them express their 
view and then we can come together in 
a conference and negotiate what hope-
fully can be a final version to be sent 
to the President. 

I find it ironic that my colleague 
from Texas consistently refers to Sen-
ate Democrats insisting on a pathway 
to citizenship. I assume he takes the 
mantle of the Republican Party and 
says all Republicans believe there 
should be no pathway to citizenship. 
That, obviously, is rejected by the four 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4092 June 11, 2013 
colleagues who worked with me for 
months: Senator MCCAIN, Senator GRA-
HAM, Senator FLAKE, and Senator 
RUBIO, who believe a pathway to citi-
zenship is an important ingredient to-
ward achieving the comprehensive re-
form we all want, as well as others who 
have expressed support for that con-
cept. 

I know it may be popular with some 
of my colleagues to invoke President 
Obama’s name as some type of red her-
ring in this process. The bottom line is 
the bill we are debating, or I hope we 
will be debating after the motion to 
proceed shortly, is about finding the 
fixes to our broken immigration sys-
tem that was devised by four Demo-
crats and four Republicans and has 
since been supported by more. So it is 
not about President Obama. It is about 
getting the Senate to function and to 
solve one of the critical issues facing 
this country. 

I heard the suggestion that only Sen-
ate Democrats got amendments they 
wanted and they opposed amendments 
of Republicans in the Judiciary Com-
mittee. My understanding is that there 
were 136 amendments adopted in the 
Judiciary Committee, of which all but 
three were bipartisan amendments or 
Republican-sponsored amendments. So 
I respect that the Senator had amend-
ments and maybe his view did not pre-
vail, but it is not true that there was 
not a bipartisan process that led to 136 
amendments to the original propo-
sition of the Gang of 8 put forward in 
order to be able to move forward. As a 
matter of fact, I think some of those 
who have opposed and still oppose com-
prehensive immigration reform—I 
know there are some that if 10 angels 
came swearing from above that this 
would be the right policy for America, 
they would say, no, you are wrong to 
the 10 angels. 

I get it. I understand where they are, 
but the process held in the Judiciary 
Committee was about as open, trans-
parent, and fair as you could have. 
That is why there are 136 changes to 
our proposal by virtue of the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Finally, this reference to union 
bosses. I don’t know any union bosses 
who were in any room. As a matter of 
fact, part of the compromise is that 
labor didn’t get everything it wanted, 
neither did the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce. But they both agreed, and they 
were standing behind us when we an-
nounced this legislation, in saying this 
is good for America. 

Big business, the AFL–CIO, United 
Farm Workers with the big agro grow-
ers in this country, the most progres-
sive pro-immigrant groups with Grover 
Norquist and the Americans for Tax 
Reform, all say this legislation is what 
is important and necessary for Amer-
ica. 

Everybody is entitled to their opin-
ion, but you are not entitled to your 
own facts. I expect, during the course 
of this debate, to make sure that at 
least when we are debating, we are de-
bating the same facts. 

This legislation is good for our coun-
try. It will reform our broken immigra-
tion system. It will let me know who is 
here to pursue the American dream 
versus who might be here to do it 
harm. It will create economic oppor-
tunity for all Americans. It will add 
more taxpayers to the rolls of this 
country so there can be true, shared 
burden at the end of the day. It will 
create greater enterprise, as is exhib-
ited by the high-tech companies, of 
which so many have been created by 
immigrants in this country. 

I look forward to a fuller opportunity 
to present all of the reasons why this 
legislation, including tough border se-
curity provisions, more than ever be-
fore, more money spent than ever be-
fore—that this, in fact, will be spent in 
an intelligent way and in a way that 
ultimately, cumulatively, creates for 
border security more money than we 
are spending in domestic law enforce-
ment as a whole. 

I look forward to that opportunity. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I rise 

to talk about four claims this bill 
makes, these four claims that are on 
the chart, to disprove those claims 
under certain circumstances. 

Before I do that, everybody who has 
spoken so far has said we have to pass 
a bill. I don’t disagree with that but 
not just any bill. A bill that secures 
the border is very necessary. The sta-
tus quo is not justifiable. We have to 
realize the reality of the fact that we 
can’t gather 11 or 12 million people to 
deport, and if we did that, we would 
hurt the economy. That is the reality. 

To get around that, we have to get a 
bill that gets through the Senate, the 
House of Representatives, and that the 
President approves. 

My main goal throughout these next 
2 or 3 weeks is to develop a bill that ac-
complishes that but to stress that a lot 
of things that have been said by the au-
thors of this legislation are not accu-
rate. I will take a few minutes to dis-
cuss how the authors have tried to sell 
the immigration bill and what I see as 
false advertising. 

Legislators are in the business of 
selling ideas. With this bill, the Amer-
ican people are being sold a product. 
They are being asked to accept legal-
ization and, in exchange, they would be 
assured through this legislation that 
the laws are going to be enforced. 

Normally consumers are able to read 
the labels of things they are about to 
purchase. They would have to read 
about 1,175 pages of this bill to know 
what it truly says. Even a quick read 
of the bill would leave many shaking 
their heads in confusion. 

You have heard the phrase, ‘‘The 
devil is in the details.’’ At first the pro-
posal that the bipartisan group put for-
ward sounded very reasonable, but we 
need to examine the fine print and take 
a closer look at what the bill does. 

As I noted yesterday, I thought the 
framework; that is, when they started 

working on it, held hope. I realized the 
assurances the Gang of 8 made didn’t 
translate when the bill language 
emerged. 

They professed that the border would 
be secured and that people would earn 
their legal status. However, the bill, as 
drafted, is legalization first, enforce-
ment later, if at all. 

I would like to dive into the details 
and give a little reality check to those 
who expect this bill to do exactly as 
the authors promise. What do the pro-
ponents of this bill say the legislation 
will do? 

The first thing on my chart is, ‘‘Peo-
ple will have to pay a penalty’’ to ob-
tain legal status. 

The bill lays out the application pro-
cedure. On page 972, a penalty is im-
posed on those who apply for registered 
provisional immigration status. It says 
that those who apply must pay $1,000 to 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
It waives the penalty for anyone under 
21 years. Yet on the next page it allows 
the applicant to pay the penalty in in-
stallments. The bill says: 

The Secretary shall establish a process for 
collecting payments . . . that permit the 
penalty to be paid in periodic installments 
that shall be completed before the alien may 
be granted an extension of status. 

In effect, this says the applicant has 
6 years to pay the $1,000. That is how 
long it takes to get RPI status. In addi-
tion to the penalty, applicants would 
pay a processing fee, a level set by the 
Secretary. 

The bill says the Secretary has the 
discretion to waive the processing fee 
for any classes of individuals that she 
chooses and may limit the maximum 
fee paid by a family. 

The fact is, the bill doesn’t actually 
require everyone to pay a penalty. In 
view of the waiver, it doesn’t require 
anyone to pay it when they apply for 
legal status. In fact, they may never 
have to pay a penalty. 

Let’s go to No. 2 on the chart. ‘‘Peo-
ple will have to pay back taxes’’ to re-
ceive legal status. In reality, members 
of the Gang of 8 stated over and over 
that their bill would require undocu-
mented individuals to pay back taxes 
prior to being granted legal status. 
However, the bill before us fails to 
make good on the promise. Proponents 
of the bill point to a provision in the 
bill that prohibits people from filing 
for legal status ‘‘unless the applicant 
has satisfied any applicable Federal 
tax liability.’’ 

It sounds good, right? As always, the 
devil is in the details. There are two 
important weaknesses with how the 
bill defines ‘‘applicable Federal tax li-
ability.’’ 

First, the bill limits the definition to 
exclude employer taxes, Social Secu-
rity taxes, Medicare taxes. Think of 
that exclusion. 

Second, the bill does not require the 
payment of all back taxes legally owed. 
What it requires is a payment of taxes 
assessed by the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. Think of the IRS assessing. In 
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order to assess a tax, the IRS first 
must have information on which to 
base this assessment. Our tax system is 
largely a voluntary system on self-re-
porting. It also relies on certain third- 
party reporting, such as wages reported 
by the employer; that is, the W–2 form. 

If someone has been working unlaw-
fully in the country and working off 
the books, it is likely that neither an 
individual return or third-party return 
will exist. Thus, no assessment will 
exist and no taxes will be paid. 

Similarly, it is very unlikely that an 
assessment will exist for those who 
have worked under false Social Secu-
rity numbers and never paid a tax. A 
legal obligation exists to pay taxes on 
all income from whatever sources de-
rived. Nothing in this bill provides a 
requirement or a mechanism to accom-
plish this prior to granting legal sta-
tus. 

One of the gang members in January 
said this: 

Shouldn’t citizens pay back taxes? We can 
trace their employment back. It doesn’t take 
a genius. 

While it may seem common sense, 
the other side of the aisle is going to 
argue that establishing the require-
ment to pay back taxes owed, rather 
than assessed, is unworkable and cost-
ly. They will also claim that imposing 
additional tax barriers on this popu-
lation could prevent undocumented 
workers and their families from com-
ing forward. 

The sales pitch has been clear. To get 
legal status, one has to pay back taxes. 
Let me provide a reality check. The 
bill doesn’t make good on the promises 
made. 

Third, they say people will have to 
learn English. In reality, the bill as 
drafted is supposed to ensure that new 
Americans speak a common language. 
Learning English is a way new resi-
dents assimilate. This is an issue that 
is very important. Immigrants before 
us made a concerted effort to learn 
English. The proponents are claiming 
the bill fulfills this wish. 

However, the bill does not require 
people here unlawfully to learn English 
before receiving legal status or even a 
green card. Under section 2101, a person 
with RPI status who applies for a green 
card only has to pursue a course of 
study to achieve an understanding of 
English and knowledge and under-
standing of civics. 

If the people who gain legal access 
ever apply for citizenship—and some 
doubt this will happen to a majority of 
the undocumented population—they 
would have to pass an English pro-
ficiency exam as required under cur-
rent law. Yes, after 13 years one would 
have to pass an exam, but the bill does 
very little to ensure that those who 
come out of the shadows will cherish or 
use an English language. The reality is 
that English isn’t as much of a priority 
for the proponents of the bill as much 
as they claim it is. 

Fourth and last, they say, ‘‘People 
won’t get public benefits’’ when they 

choose to apply for legal status. The 
reality is Americans are very compas-
sionate and generous. Many people can 
understand providing some legal status 
to people here illegally. One major 
sticking point, for those who question 
a legalization program, is the fact that 
lawbreakers could become eligible for 
public benefits and taxpayer subsidies. 

The authors of the bill understood 
this, thank God. In an attempt to show 
that those who receive RPI status 
would not receive taxpayers’ benefits, 
they included a provision that prohib-
ited the population from receiving cer-
tain benefits. There are two major 
problems with the bill on this point. 

First, those who receive RPI status 
will be immediately eligible for State 
and local welfare benefits. For in-
stance, many States offer cash, med-
ical, and food assistance through 
State-only programs to lawfully 
present citizens. 

Second, the bill contains a welfare 
waiver loophole that could allow those 
with RPI status to receive Federal wel-
fare dollars. The Obama administration 
has pushed the envelope by waiving 
welfare laws. If this loophole isn’t 
closed, they could waive existing laws 
and allow funds provided under the 
welfare block grant, known as Tem-
porary Assistance to Needy Families, 
to be provided to noncitizens. 

Senator HATCH had an amendment 
during committee markup that would 
prohibit U.S. Department of HHS from 
waiving certain requirements of the 
TANF Program. His amendment would 
also prohibit any Federal agency from 
waiving restriction on eligibility of im-
migrants for public benefits. 

The reality check for the American 
people is that there are loopholes and 
the potential for public benefits to go 
to those who are legalized under the 
bill. 

Again, the devil is in the details. I 
hope this reality check will encourage 
proponents of the bill to fix these prob-
lems before the bill is passed in the 
Senate. 

The American people deserve truth in 
advertising. We can’t maintain the sta-
tus quo on immigration. A bill should 
pass, but the bill that passes should ac-
tually do what the authors say it will 
do. I have tried to point out some of 
the promises that may not be kept. 

Authorized waivers in this bill—and I 
have used that word a few times—dele-
gate to the Secretary to actually take 
action contrary to what is claimed by 
the authors and, hence, can undercut 
the intentions of the authors. We 
should legislate then and not delegate. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is on 
agreeing to the motion to proceed to S. 
744. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 84, 
nays 15, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 147 Leg.] 
YEAS—84 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Baucus 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boxer 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Chiesa 
Coats 
Coburn 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cowan 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Fischer 

Flake 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (WI) 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 
Leahy 
Levin 
Manchin 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 

Mikulski 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Portman 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—15 

Barrasso 
Boozman 
Cochran 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Enzi 
Inhofe 
Kirk 
Lee 
Risch 

Roberts 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Vitter 

NOT VOTING—1 

McCain 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

BORDER SECURITY, ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY, AND IMMIGRATION 
MODERNIZATION ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 744) to provide for comprehensive 

immigration reform and for other purposes. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill, which had been reported from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with an 
amendment to strike all after the en-
acting clause and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization 
Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Statement of congressional findings. 
Sec. 3. Effective date triggers. 
Sec. 4. Southern Border Security Commission. 
Sec. 5. Comprehensive Southern Border Secu-

rity Strategy and Southern Bor-
der Fencing Strategy. 

Sec. 6. Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Funds. 

Sec. 7. Reference to the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act. 

Sec. 8. Definitions. 
Sec. 9. Grant accountability. 
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TITLE I—BORDER SECURITY 

Sec. 1101. Definitions. 
Sec. 1102. Additional U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection officers. 
Sec. 1103. National Guard support to secure the 

Southern border. 
Sec. 1104. Enhancement of existing border secu-

rity operations. 
Sec. 1105. Border security on certain Federal 

land. 
Sec. 1106. Equipment and technology. 
Sec. 1107. Access to emergency personnel. 
Sec. 1108. Southwest Border Region Prosecution 

Initiative. 
Sec. 1109. Interagency collaboration. 
Sec. 1110. State Criminal Alien Assistance Pro-

gram. 
Sec. 1111. Use of force. 
Sec. 1112. Training for border security and im-

migration enforcement officers. 
Sec. 1113. Department of Homeland Security 

Border Oversight Task Force. 
Sec. 1114. Ombudsman for Immigration Related 

Concerns of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Sec. 1115. Protection of family values in appre-
hension programs. 

Sec. 1116. Reports. 
Sec. 1117. Severability and delegation. 
Sec. 1118. Prohibition on land border crossing 

fees. 
Sec. 1119. Human Trafficking Reporting. 
Sec. 1120. Rule of construction. 
Sec. 1121. Limitations on dangerous deportation 

practices. 
TITLE II—IMMIGRANT VISAS 

Subtitle A—Registration and Adjustment of 
Registered Provisional Immigrants 

Sec. 2101. Registered provisional immigrant sta-
tus. 

Sec. 2102. Adjustment of status of registered 
provisional immigrants. 

Sec. 2103. The DREAM Act. 
Sec. 2104. Additional requirements. 
Sec. 2105. Criminal penalty. 
Sec. 2106. Grant program to assist eligible appli-

cants. 
Sec. 2107. Conforming amendments to the Social 

Security Act. 
Sec. 2108. Government contracting and acquisi-

tion of real property interest. 
Sec. 2109. Long-term legal residents of the Com-

monwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands. 

Sec. 2110. Rulemaking. 
Sec. 2111. Statutory construction. 

Subtitle B—Agricultural Worker Program 
Sec. 2201. Short title. 
Sec. 2202. Definitions. 

CHAPTER 1—PROGRAM FOR EARNED STATUS 
ADJUSTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 

SUBCHAPTER A—BLUE CARD STATUS 
Sec. 2211. Requirements for blue card status. 
Sec. 2212. Adjustment to permanent resident 

status. 
Sec. 2213. Use of information. 
Sec. 2214. Reports on blue cards. 
Sec. 2215. Authorization of appropriations. 
SUBCHAPTER B—CORRECTION OF SOCIAL SECURITY 

RECORDS 
Sec. 2221. Correction of social security records. 
CHAPTER 2—NONIMMIGRANT AGRICULTURAL VISA 

PROGRAM 
Sec. 2231. Nonimmigrant classification for non-

immigrant agricultural workers. 
Sec. 2232. Establishment of nonimmigrant agri-

cultural worker program. 
Sec. 2233. Transition of H-2A Worker Program. 
Sec. 2234. Reports to Congress on nonimmigrant 

agricultural workers. 
CHAPTER 3—OTHER PROVISIONS 

Sec. 2241. Rulemaking. 
Sec. 2242. Reports to Congress. 
Sec. 2243. Benefits integrity programs. 
Sec. 2244. Effective date. 

Subtitle C—Future Immigration 
Sec. 2301. Merit-based points track one. 
Sec. 2302. Merit-based track two. 
Sec. 2303. Repeal of the diversity visa program. 
Sec. 2304. Worldwide levels and recapture of 

unused immigrant visas. 
Sec. 2305. Reclassification of spouses and minor 

children of lawful permanent resi-
dents as immediate relatives. 

Sec. 2306. Numerical limitations on individual 
foreign states. 

Sec. 2307. Allocation of immigrant visas. 
Sec. 2308. Inclusion of communities adversely 

affected by a recommendation of 
the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Commission as targeted 
employment areas. 

Sec. 2309. V nonimmigrant visas. 
Sec. 2310. Fiancée and fiancé child status pro-

tection. 
Sec. 2311. Equal treatment for all stepchildren. 
Sec. 2312. Modification of adoption age require-

ments. 
Sec. 2313. Relief for orphans, widows, and wid-

owers. 
Sec. 2314. Discretionary authority with respect 

to removal, deportation, or inad-
missibility of citizen and resident 
immediate family members. 

Sec. 2315. Waivers of inadmissibility. 
Sec. 2316. Continuous presence. 
Sec. 2317. Global health care cooperation. 
Sec. 2318. Extension and improvement of the 

Iraqi special immigrant visa pro-
gram. 

Sec. 2319. Extension and improvement of the 
Afghan special immigrant visa 
program. 

Sec. 2320. Special Immigrant Nonminister Reli-
gious Worker Program. 

Sec. 2321. Special immigrant status for certain 
surviving spouses and children. 

Sec. 2322. Reunification of certain families of 
Filipino veterans of World War II. 

Subtitle D—Conrad State 30 and Physician 
Access 

Sec. 2401. Conrad State 30 Program. 
Sec. 2402. Retaining physicians who have prac-

ticed in medically underserved 
communities. 

Sec. 2403. Employment protections for physi-
cians. 

Sec. 2404. Allotment of Conrad 30 waivers. 
Sec. 2405. Amendments to the procedures, defi-

nitions, and other provisions re-
lated to physician immigration. 

Subtitle E—Integration 
Sec. 2501. Definitions. 
CHAPTER 1—CITIZENSHIP AND NEW AMERICANS 

SUBCHAPTER A—OFFICE OF CITIZENSHIP AND NEW 
AMERICANS 

Sec. 2511. Office of Citizenship and New Ameri-
cans. 

SUBCHAPTER B—TASK FORCE ON NEW AMERICANS 
Sec. 2521. Establishment. 
Sec. 2522. Purpose. 
Sec. 2523. Membership. 
Sec. 2524. Functions. 

CHAPTER 2—PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP 
Sec. 2531. Establishment of United States Citi-

zenship Foundation. 
Sec. 2532. Funding. 
Sec. 2533. Purposes. 
Sec. 2534. Authorized activities. 
Sec. 2535. Council of directors. 
Sec. 2536. Powers. 
Sec. 2537. Initial Entry, Adjustment, and Citi-

zenship Assistance Grant Pro-
gram. 

Sec. 2538. Pilot program to promote immigrant 
integration at State and local lev-
els. 

Sec. 2539. Naturalization ceremonies. 
CHAPTER 3—FUNDING 

Sec. 2541. Authorization of appropriations. 

CHAPTER 4—REDUCE BARRIERS TO 
NATURALIZATION 

Sec. 2551. Waiver of English requirement for 
senior new Americans. 

Sec. 2552. Filing of applications not requiring 
regular internet access. 

Sec. 2553. Permissible use of assisted housing by 
battered immigrants. 

TITLE III—INTERIOR ENFORCEMENT 
Subtitle A—Employment Verification System 

Sec. 3101. Unlawful employment of unauthor-
ized aliens. 

Sec. 3102. Increasing security and integrity of 
social security cards. 

Sec. 3103. Increasing security and integrity of 
immigration documents. 

Sec. 3104. Responsibilities of the Social Security 
Administration. 

Sec. 3105. Improved prohibition on discrimina-
tion based on national origin or 
citizenship status. 

Sec. 3106. Rulemaking. 
Sec. 3107. Office of the Small Business and Em-

ployee Advocate. 
Subtitle B—Protecting United States Workers 

Sec. 3201. Protections for victims of serious vio-
lations of labor and employment 
law or crime. 

Sec. 3202. Employment Verification System 
Education Funding. 

Sec. 3203. Directive to the United States Sen-
tencing Commission. 

Subtitle C—Other Provisions 
Sec. 3301. Funding. 
Sec. 3302. Effective date. 
Sec. 3303. Mandatory exit system. 
Sec. 3304. Identity-theft resistant manifest in-

formation for passengers, crew, 
and non-crew onboard departing 
aircraft and vessels. 

Sec. 3305. Profiling. 
Sec. 3306. Enhanced penalties for certain drug 

offenses on Federal lands. 
Subtitle D—Asylum and Refugee Provisions 

Sec. 3401. Time limits and efficient adjudication 
of genuine asylum claims. 

Sec. 3402. Refugee family protections. 
Sec. 3403. Clarification on designation of cer-

tain refugees. 
Sec. 3404. Asylum determination efficiency. 
Sec. 3405. Stateless persons in the United 

States. 
Sec. 3406. U visa accessibility. 
Sec. 3407. Work authorization while applica-

tions for U and T visas are pend-
ing. 

Sec. 3408. Representation at overseas refugee 
interviews. 

Sec. 3409. Law enforcement and national secu-
rity checks. 

Sec. 3410. Tibetan refugee assistance. 
Sec. 3411. Termination of asylum or refugee sta-

tus. 
Sec. 3412. Asylum clock. 

Subtitle E—Shortage of Immigration Court 
Resources for Removal Proceedings 

Sec. 3501. Shortage of immigration court per-
sonnel for removal proceedings. 

Sec. 3502. Improving immigration court effi-
ciency and reducing costs by in-
creasing access to legal informa-
tion. 

Sec. 3503. Office of Legal Access Programs. 
Sec. 3504. Codifying Board of Immigration Ap-

peals. 
Sec. 3505. Improved training for immigration 

judges and Board Members. 
Sec. 3506. Improved resources and technology 

for immigration courts and Board 
of Immigration Appeals. 

Sec. 3507. Transfer of responsibility for traf-
ficking protections. 

Subtitle F—Prevention of Trafficking in Persons 
and Abuses Involving Workers Recruited Abroad 
Sec. 3601. Definitions. 
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Sec. 3602. Disclosure. 
Sec. 3603. Prohibition on discrimination. 
Sec. 3604. Recruitment fees. 
Sec. 3605. Registration. 
Sec. 3606. Bonding requirement. 
Sec. 3607. Maintenance of lists. 
Sec. 3608. Amendment to the Immigration and 

Nationality Act. 
Sec. 3609. Responsibilities of Secretary of State. 
Sec. 3610. Enforcement provisions. 
Sec. 3611. Detecting and preventing child traf-

ficking. 
Sec. 3612. Protecting child trafficking victims. 
Sec. 3613. Rule of construction. 
Sec. 3614. Regulations. 

Subtitle G—Interior Enforcement 

Sec. 3701. Criminal street gangs. 
Sec. 3702. Banning habitual drunk drivers from 

the United States. 
Sec. 3703. Sexual abuse of a minor. 
Sec. 3704. Illegal entry. 
Sec. 3705. Reentry of removed alien. 
Sec. 3706. Penalties relating to vessels and air-

craft. 
Sec. 3707. Reform of passport, visa, and immi-

gration fraud offenses. 
Sec. 3708. Combating schemes to defraud aliens. 
Sec. 3709. Inadmissibility and removal for pass-

port and immigration fraud of-
fenses. 

Sec. 3710. Directives related to passport and 
document fraud. 

Sec. 3711. Inadmissible aliens. 
Sec. 3712. Organized and abusive human smug-

gling activities. 
Sec. 3713. Preventing criminals from renouncing 

citizenship during wartime. 
Sec. 3714. Diplomatic security service. 
Sec. 3715. Secure alternatives programs. 
Sec. 3716. Oversight of detention facilities. 
Sec. 3717. Procedures for bond hearings and fil-

ing of notices to appear. 
Sec. 3718. Sanctions for countries that delay or 

prevent repatriation of their na-
tionals. 

Sec. 3719. Gross violations of human rights. 
Sec. 3720. Reporting and record-keeping re-

quirements relating to the deten-
tion of aliens. 

Sec. 3721. Powers of immigration officers and 
employees at sensitive locations. 

Subtitle H—Protection of Children Affected by 
Immigration Enforcement 

Sec. 3801. Short title. 
Sec. 3802. Definitions. 
Sec. 3803. Apprehension procedures for immi-

gration enforcement-related ac-
tivities. 

Sec. 3804. Access to children, State and local 
courts, child welfare agencies, 
and consular officials. 

Sec. 3805. Mandatory training. 
Sec. 3806. Rulemaking. 
Sec. 3807. Severability. 

TITLE IV—REFORMS TO NONIMMIGRANT 
VISA PROGRAMS 

Subtitle A—Employment-based Nonimmigrant 
Visas 

Sec. 4101. Market-based H–1B Visa limits. 
Sec. 4102. Employment authorization for de-

pendents of employment-based 
nonimmigrants. 

Sec. 4103. Eliminating impediments to worker 
mobility. 

Sec. 4104. STEM education and training. 
Sec. 4105. H–1B and L Visa fees. 

Subtitle B—H–1B Visa Fraud and Abuse 
Protections 

CHAPTER 1—H–1B EMPLOYER APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

Sec. 4211. Modification of application require-
ments. 

Sec. 4212. Requirements for admission of non-
immigrant nurses in health pro-
fessional shortage areas. 

Sec. 4213. New application requirements. 
Sec. 4214. Application review requirements. 
CHAPTER 2— INVESTIGATION AND DISPOSITION OF 

COMPLAINTS AGAINST H–1B EMPLOYERS 
Sec. 4221. General modification of procedures 

for investigation and disposition. 
Sec. 4222. Investigation, working conditions, 

and penalties. 
Sec. 4223. Initiation of investigations. 
Sec. 4224. Information sharing. 
Sec. 4225. Transparency of high-skilled immi-

gration programs. 
CHAPTER 3—OTHER PROTECTIONS 

Sec. 4231. Posting available positions through 
the Department of Labor. 

Sec. 4232. Requirements for information for H– 
1B and L nonimmigrants. 

Sec. 4233. Filing fee for H–1B-dependent em-
ployers. 

Sec. 4234. Providing premium processing of em-
ployment-based visa petitions. 

Sec. 4235. Technical correction. 
Sec. 4236. Application. 
Sec. 4237. Portability for beneficiaries of immi-

grant petitions. 
Subtitle C—L Visa Fraud and Abuse Protections 
Sec. 4301. Prohibition on outplacement of L 

nonimmigrants. 
Sec. 4302. L employer petition requirements for 

employment at new offices. 
Sec. 4303. Cooperation with Secretary of State. 
Sec. 4304. Limitation on employment of L non-

immigrants. 
Sec. 4305. Filing fee for L nonimmigrants. 
Sec. 4306. Investigation and disposition of com-

plaints against L nonimmigrant 
employers. 

Sec. 4307. Penalties. 
Sec. 4308. Prohibition on retaliation against L 

nonimmigrants. 
Sec. 4309. Reports on L nonimmigrants. 
Sec. 4310. Application. 
Sec. 4311. Report on L blanket petition process. 

Subtitle D—Other Nonimmigrant Visas 
Sec. 4401. Nonimmigrant visas for students. 
Sec. 4402. Classification for specialty occupa-

tion workers from free trade coun-
tries. 

Sec. 4403. E–visa reform. 
Sec. 4404. Other changes to nonimmigrant 

visas. 
Sec. 4405. Treatment of nonimmigrants during 

adjudication of application. 
Sec. 4406. Nonimmigrant elementary and sec-

ondary school students. 
Sec. 4407. J–1 Summer Work Travel Visa Ex-

change Visitor Program fee. 
Sec. 4408. J visa eligibility for speakers of cer-

tain foreign languages. 
Sec. 4409. F–1 Visa fee. 
Sec. 4410. Pilot program for remote B non-

immigrant visa interviews. 
Sec. 4411. Providing consular officers with ac-

cess to all terrorist databases and 
requiring heightened scrutiny of 
applications for admission from 
persons listed on terrorist data-
bases. 

Sec. 4412. Visa revocation information. 
Sec. 4413. Status for certain battered spouses 

and children. 
Sec. 4414. Nonimmigrant crewmen landing tem-

porarily in Hawaii. 
Sec. 4415. Treatment of compact of free associa-

tion migrants. 
Subtitle E—JOLT Act 

Sec. 4501. Short titles. 
Sec. 4502. Premium processing. 
Sec. 4503. Encouraging Canadian tourism to the 

United States. 
Sec. 4504. Retiree visa. 
Sec. 4505. Incentives for foreign visitors visiting 

the United States during low peak 
seasons. 

Sec. 4506. Visa waiver program enhanced secu-
rity and reform. 

Sec. 4507. Expediting entry for priority visitors. 
Sec. 4508. Visa processing. 
Sec. 4509. B Visa fee. 
Subtitle F—Reforms to the H–2B Visa Program 

Sec. 4601. Extension of returning worker exemp-
tion to H–2B numerical limitation. 

Sec. 4602. Other requirements for H–2B employ-
ers. 

Sec. 4603. Executives and managers. 
Sec. 4604. Honoraria. 
Sec. 4605. Nonimmigrants participating in relief 

operations. 
Sec. 4606. Nonimmigrants performing mainte-

nance on common carriers. 
Subtitle G—W Nonimmigrant Visas 

Sec. 4701. Bureau of Immigration and Labor 
Market Research. 

Sec. 4702. Nonimmigrant classification for W 
nonimmigrants. 

Sec. 4703. Admission of W nonimmigrant work-
ers. 

Subtitle H—Investing in New Venture, 
Entrepreneurial Startups, and Technologies 

Sec. 4801. Nonimmigrant INVEST visas. 
Sec. 4802. INVEST immigrant visa. 
Sec. 4803. Administration and oversight. 
Sec. 4804. Permanent authorization of EB–5 Re-

gional Center Program. 
Sec. 4805. Conditional permanent resident sta-

tus for employment-based immi-
grants, spouses, and children. 

Sec. 4806. EB–5 Visa reforms. 
Sec. 4807. Authorization of appropriations. 

Subtitle I—Student and Exchange Visitor 
Programs 

Sec. 4901. Short title. 
Sec. 4902. SEVIS and SEVP defined. 
Sec. 4903. Increased criminal penalties. 
Sec. 4904. Accreditation requirement. 
Sec. 4905. Other academic institutions. 
Sec. 4906. Penalties for failure to comply with 

SEVIS reporting requirements. 
Sec. 4907. Visa fraud. 
Sec. 4908. Background checks. 
Sec. 4909. Revocation of authority to issue Form 

I–20 of flight schools not certified 
by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration. 

Sec. 4910. Revocation of accreditation. 
Sec. 4911. Report on risk assessment. 
Sec. 4912. Implementation of GAO recommenda-

tions. 
Sec. 4913. Implementation of SEVIS II. 
SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF CONGRESSIONAL FIND-

INGS. 
Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The passage of this Act recognizes that the 

primary tenets of its success depend on securing 
the sovereignty of the United States of America 
and establishing a coherent and just system for 
integrating those who seek to join American so-
ciety. 

(2) We have a right, and duty, to maintain 
and secure our borders, and to keep our country 
safe and prosperous. As a Nation founded, built 
and sustained by immigrants we also have a re-
sponsibility to harness the power of that tradi-
tion in a balanced way that secures a more 
prosperous future for America. 

(3) We have always welcomed newcomers to 
the United States and will continue to do so. 
But in order to qualify for the honor and privi-
lege of eventual citizenship, our laws must be 
followed. The world depends on America to be 
strong—economically, militarily and ethically. 
The establishment of a stable, just, and efficient 
immigration system only supports those goals. 
As a Nation, we have the right and responsi-
bility to make our borders safe, to establish clear 
and just rules for seeking citizenship, to control 
the flow of legal immigration, and to eliminate 
illegal immigration, which in some cases has be-
come a threat to our national security. 

(4) All parts of this Act are premised on the 
right and need of the United States to achieve 
these goals, and to protect its borders and main-
tain its sovereignty. 
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SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE TRIGGERS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 

means the Southern Border Security Commission 
established pursuant to section 4. 

(2) COMPREHENSIVE SOUTHERN BORDER SECU-
RITY STRATEGY.—The term ‘‘Comprehensive 
Southern Border Security Strategy’’ means the 
strategy established by the Secretary pursuant 
to section 5(a) to achieve and maintain an effec-
tiveness rate of 90 percent or higher in all border 
sectors. 

(3) EFFECTIVE CONTROL.—The term ‘‘effective 
control’’ means the ability to achieve and main-
tain, in a Border Patrol sector— 

(A) persistent surveillance; and 
(B) an effectiveness rate of 90 percent or high-

er. 
(4) EFFECTIVENESS RATE.—The ‘‘effectiveness 

rate’’, in the case of a border sector, is the per-
centage calculated by dividing the number of 
apprehensions and turn backs in the sector dur-
ing a fiscal year by the total number of illegal 
entries in the sector during such fiscal year. 

(5) SOUTHERN BORDER.—The term ‘‘Southern 
border’’ means the international border between 
the United States and Mexico. 

(6) SOUTHERN BORDER FENCING STRATEGY.— 
The term ‘‘Southern Border Fencing Strategy’’ 
means the strategy established by the Secretary 
pursuant to section 5(b) that identifies where 
fencing (including double-layer fencing), infra-
structure, and technology, including at ports of 
entry, should be deployed along the Southern 
border. 

(b) BORDER SECURITY GOAL.—The Depart-
ment’s border security goal is to achieve and 
maintain effective control in all border sectors 
along the Southern border. 

(c) TRIGGERS.— 
(1) PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS FOR REG-

ISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT STATUS.—Not 
earlier than the date upon which the Secretary 
has submitted to Congress the Notice of Com-
mencement of implementation of the Com-
prehensive Southern Border Security Strategy 
and the Southern Border Fencing Strategy 
under section 5 of this Act, the Secretary may 
commence processing applications for registered 
provisional immigrant status pursuant to section 
245B of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as 
added by section 2101 of this Act. 

(2) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS OF REGISTERED 
PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANTS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (B), the Secretary may not adjust the 
status of aliens who have been granted reg-
istered provisional immigrant status, except for 
aliens granted blue card status under section 
2201 of this Act or described in section 245D(b) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act, until 
the Secretary, after consultation with the Comp-
troller General of the United States, submits to 
the President and Congress a written certifi-
cation that— 

(i) the Comprehensive Southern Border Secu-
rity Strategy has been submitted to Congress 
and is substantially deployed and substantially 
operational; 

(ii) the Southern Border Fencing Strategy has 
been submitted to Congress, implemented, and is 
substantially completed; 

(iii) the Secretary has implemented the man-
datory employment verification system required 
by section 274A of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a), as amended by section 
3101, for use by all employers to prevent unau-
thorized workers from obtaining employment in 
the United States; and 

(iv) the Secretary is using an electronic exit 
system at air and sea ports of entry that oper-
ates by collecting machine-readable visa or pass-
port information from air and vessel carriers. 

(B) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary shall permit 
registered provisional immigrants to apply for 
an adjustment to lawful permanent resident sta-
tus if— 

(i)(I) litigation or a force majeure has pre-
vented 1 or more of the conditions described in 

clauses (i) through (iv) of subparagraph (A) 
from being implemented; or 

(II) the implementation of subparagraph (A) 
has been held unconstitutional by the Supreme 
Court of the United States or the Supreme Court 
has granted certiorari to the litigation on the 
constitutionality of implementation of subpara-
graph (A); and 

(ii) 10 years have elapsed since the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(d) WAIVER OF LEGAL REQUIREMENTS NEC-
ESSARY FOR IMPROVEMENT AT BORDERS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary is authorized to waive all legal re-
quirements that the Secretary determines to be 
necessary to ensure expeditious construction of 
the barriers, roads, or other physical tactical in-
frastructure needed to fulfill the requirements 
under this section. Any determination by the 
Secretary under this section shall be effective 
upon publication in the Federal Register of a 
notice that specifies each law that is being 
waived and the Secretary’s explanation for the 
determination to waive that law. The waiver 
shall expire on the later of the date on which 
the Secretary submits the written certification 
that the Southern Border Fencing Strategy is 
substantially completed as specified in sub-
section (c)(2)(A)(ii) or the date that the Sec-
retary submits the written certification that the 
Comprehensive Southern Border Security Strat-
egy is substantially deployed and substantially 
operational as specified in subsection 
(c)(2)(A)(i). 

(e) FEDERAL COURT REVIEW.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The district courts of the 

United States shall have exclusive jurisdiction 
to hear all causes or claims arising from any ac-
tion undertaken, or any decision made, by the 
Secretary under subsection (d). A cause of ac-
tion or claim may only be brought alleging a 
violation of the Constitution of the United 
States. The court does not have jurisdiction to 
hear any claim not specified in this paragraph. 

(2) TIME FOR FILING COMPLAINT.—If a cause 
or claim under paragraph (1) is not filed within 
60 days after the date of the contested action or 
decision by the Secretary, the claim shall be 
barred. 

(3) APPELLATE REVIEW.—An interlocutory or 
final judgment, decree, or order of the district 
court may be reviewed only upon petition for a 
writ of certiorari to the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 
SEC. 4. SOUTHERN BORDER SECURITY COMMIS-

SION. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—If the Secretary certifies 

that the Department has not achieved effective 
control in all border sectors during any fiscal 
year beginning before the date that is 5 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, not 
later than 60 days after such certification, there 
shall be established a commission to be known 
as the ‘‘Southern Border Security Commission’’ 
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Commis-
sion’’). 

(b) COMPOSITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall be 

composed of— 
(A) 2 members who shall be appointed by the 

President; 
(B) 2 members who shall be appointed by the 

President pro tempore of the Senate, of which— 
(i) 1 shall be appointed upon the recommenda-

tion of the leader in the Senate of the political 
party that is not the political party of the Presi-
dent; and 

(ii) 1 shall be appointed upon the rec-
ommendation of the leader in the Senate of the 
other political party; 

(C) 2 members who shall be appointed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, of 
which— 

(i) 1 shall be appointed upon the recommenda-
tion of the leader in the House of Representa-
tives of the political party that is not the polit-
ical party of the President; and 

(ii) 1 shall be appointed upon the rec-
ommendation of the leader in the House of Rep-
resentatives of the other political party; and 

(D) 4 members, consisting of 1 member from 
each of the States along the Southern border, 
who shall be— 

(i) the Governor of such State; or 
(ii) appointed by the Governor of each such 

State. 
(2) QUALIFICATION FOR APPOINTMENT.—Ap-

pointed members of the Commission shall be dis-
tinguished individuals noted for their knowl-
edge and experience in the field of border secu-
rity at the Federal, State, or local level. 

(3) TIME OF APPOINTMENT.—The appointments 
required by paragraph (1) shall be made not 
later than 60 days after the Secretary makes a 
certification described in subsection (a). 

(4) CHAIR.—At the first meeting of the Com-
mission, a majority of the members of the Com-
mission present and voting shall elect the Chair 
of the Commission. 

(5) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy of the Commis-
sion shall not affect its powers, but shall be 
filled in the manner in which the original ap-
pointment was made. 

(6) RULES.—The Commission shall establish 
the rules and procedures of the Commission 
which shall require the approval of at least 6 
members of the Commission. 

(c) DUTIES.—The Commission’s primary re-
sponsibility shall be to make recommendations 
to the President, the Secretary, and Congress on 
policies to achieve and maintain the border se-
curity goal specified in section 3(b) by achieving 
and maintaining— 

(1) the capability to engage in, and engaging 
in, persistent surveillance in border sectors 
along the Southern border; and 

(2) an effectiveness rate of 90 percent or high-
er in all border sectors along the Southern bor-
der. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the 
end of the 5-year period described in subsection 
(a), the Commission shall submit to the Presi-
dent, the Secretary, and Congress a report set-
ting forth specific recommendations for policies 
for achieving and maintaining the border secu-
rity goals specified in subsection (c). The report 
shall include, at a minimum, recommendations 
for the personnel, infrastructure, technology, 
and other resources required to achieve and 
maintain an effectiveness rate of 90 percent or 
higher in all border sectors. 

(e) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Members of the Com-
mission shall be allowed travel expenses, includ-
ing per diem in lieu of subsistence rates author-
ized for employees of agencies under subchapter 
I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code, 
while away from their homes or regular places 
of business in the performance of services for the 
Commission. 

(f) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT.—The Secretary 
shall provide the Commission such staff and ad-
ministrative services as may be necessary and 
appropriate for the Commission to perform its 
functions. Any employee of the executive branch 
of Government may be detailed to the Commis-
sion without reimbursement to the agency of 
that employee and such detail shall be without 
interruption or loss of civil service or status or 
privilege. 

(g) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW.—The 
Comptroller General of the United States shall 
review the recommendations in the report sub-
mitted under subsection (d) in order to deter-
mine— 

(1) whether any of the recommendations are 
likely to achieve effective control in all border 
sectors; 

(2) which recommendations are most likely to 
achieve effective control; and 

(3) whether such recommendations are feasible 
within existing budget constraints. 

(h) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall ter-
minate 30 days after the date on which the re-
port is submitted under subsection (d). 
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SEC. 5. COMPREHENSIVE SOUTHERN BORDER SE-

CURITY STRATEGY AND SOUTHERN 
BORDER FENCING STRATEGY. 

(a) COMPREHENSIVE SOUTHERN BORDER SECU-
RITY STRATEGY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit a strategy, to be known as 
the ‘‘Comprehensive Southern Border Security 
Strategy’’, for achieving and maintaining effec-
tive control between the ports of entry in all 
border sectors along the Southern border, to— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives; 

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; 

(E) the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate; 

(F) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(G) the Comptroller General of the United 
States. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The Comprehensive Southern 
Border Security Strategy shall specify— 

(A) the priorities that must be met for the 
strategy to be successfully executed; 

(B) the capabilities that must be obtained to 
meet each of the priorities referred to in sub-
paragraph (A), including— 

(i) surveillance and detection capabilities de-
veloped or used by the Department of Defense to 
increase situational awareness; and 

(ii) the requirement for stationing sufficient 
Border Patrol agents and Customs and Border 
Protection officers between and at ports of entry 
along the Southern border; and 

(C) the resources, including personnel, infra-
structure, and technology that must be procured 
and successfully deployed to obtain the capa-
bilities referred to in subparagraph (B), includ-
ing— 

(i) fixed, mobile, and agent portable surveil-
lance systems; and 

(ii) unarmed, unmanned aerial systems and 
unarmed, fixed-wing aircraft and necessary and 
qualified staff and equipment to fully utilize 
such systems. 

(3) ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS REGARDING EXECU-
TION.—The Comprehensive Southern Border Se-
curity Strategy shall describe— 

(A) how the resources referred to in para-
graph (2)(C) will be properly aligned with the 
priorities referred to in paragraph (2)(A) to en-
sure that the strategy will be successfully exe-
cuted; 

(B) the interim goals that must be accom-
plished to successfully implement the strategy; 
and 

(C) the schedule and supporting milestones 
under which the Department will accomplish 
the interim goals referred to in subparagraph 
(B). 

(4) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall com-

mence the implementation of the Comprehensive 
Southern Border Security Strategy immediately 
after submitting the strategy under paragraph 
(1). 

(B) NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT.—Upon com-
mencing the implementation of the strategy, the 
Secretary shall submit a notice of commence-
ment of such implementation to— 

(i) Congress; and 
(ii) the Comptroller General of the United 

States. 
(5) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the Comprehensive Southern Border Secu-
rity Strategy is submitted under paragraph (1), 
and every 180 days thereafter, the Secretary 
shall submit a report on the status of the De-
partment’s implementation of the strategy to— 

(i) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(ii) the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives; 

(iii) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; 

(iv) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; 

(v) the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate; 

(vi) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(vii) the Comptroller General of the United 
States. 

(B) ELEMENTS.—Each report submitted under 
subparagraph (A) shall include— 

(i) a detailed description of the steps the De-
partment has taken, or plans to take, to execute 
the strategy submitted under paragraph (1), in-
cluding the progress made toward achieving the 
interim goals and milestone schedule established 
pursuant to subparagraphs (B) and (C) of para-
graph (3); 

(ii) a detailed description of— 
(I) any impediments identified in the Depart-

ment’s efforts to execute the strategy; 
(II) the actions the Department has taken, or 

plans to take, to address such impediments; and 
(III) any additional measures developed by 

the Department to measure the state of security 
along the Southern border; and 

(iii) for each Border Patrol sector along the 
Southern border— 

(I) the effectiveness rate for each individual 
Border Patrol sector and the aggregated effec-
tiveness rate; 

(II) the number of recidivist apprehensions, 
sorted by Border Patrol sector; and 

(III) the recidivism rate for all unique subjects 
that received a criminal consequence through 
the Consequence Delivery System process. 

(C) ANNUAL REVIEW.—The Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall conduct an an-
nual review of the information contained in the 
semiannual reports submitted by the Secretary 
under this paragraph and submit an assessment 
of the status and progress of the Southern Bor-
der Security Strategy to the committees set forth 
in subparagraph (A). 

(b) SOUTHERN BORDER FENCING STRATEGY.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall establish a strategy, to be known 
as the ‘‘Southern Border Fencing Strategy’’, to 
identify where fencing (including double-layer 
fencing), infrastructure, and technology, in-
cluding at ports of entry, should be deployed 
along the Southern border. 

(2) SUBMISSION.—The Secretary shall submit 
the Southern Border Fencing Strategy to Con-
gress and the Comptroller General of the United 
States for review. 

(3) NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT.—Upon com-
mencing the implementation of the Southern 
Border Fencing Strategy, the Secretary shall 
submit a notice of commencement of the imple-
mentation of the Strategy to Congress and the 
Comptroller General of the United States. 

(4) CONSULTATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In implementing the South-

ern Border Fencing Strategy required by this 
subsection, the Secretary shall consult with the 
Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, States, local governments, Indian tribes, 
and property owners in the United States to 
minimize the impact on the environment, cul-
ture, commerce, and quality of life for the com-
munities and residents located near the sites at 
which such fencing is to be constructed. 

(B) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
paragraph may be construed to— 

(i) create or negate any right of action for a 
State or local government or other person or en-
tity affected by this subsection; or 

(ii) affect the eminent domain laws of the 
United States or of any State. 

(5) LIMITATION ON REQUIREMENTS.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), nothing in this sub-
section shall require the Secretary to install 
fencing, or infrastructure that directly results 

from the installation of such fencing, in a par-
ticular location along the Southern border, if 
the Secretary determines that the use or place-
ment of such resources is not the most appro-
priate means to achieve and maintain effective 
control over the Southern border at such loca-
tion. 
SEC. 6. COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM 

FUNDS. 
(a) COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM 

TRUST FUND.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in 

the Treasury a separate account, to be known 
as the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Trust 
Fund (referred to in this section as the ‘‘Trust 
Fund’’), consisting of— 

(A) amounts transferred from the general fund 
of the Treasury under paragraph (2)(A); and 

(B) proceeds from the fees described in para-
graph (2)(B). 

(2) DEPOSITS.— 
(A) INITIAL FUNDING.—On the later of the date 

of the enactment of this Act or October 1, 2013, 
$8,300,000,000 shall be transferred from the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury to the Trust Fund. 

(B) ONGOING FUNDING.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 3302 of title 31, United States Code, in addi-
tion to the funding described in subparagraph 
(A), and subject to paragraphs (3)(B) and (4), 
the following amounts shall be deposited in the 
Trust Fund: 

(i) ELECTRONIC TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION SYS-
TEM FEES.—Fees collected under section 
217(h)(3)(B)(i)(II) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as added by section 1102(c). 

(ii) REGISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT PEN-
ALTIES.—Penalties collected under section 
245B(c)(10)(C) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by section 2101. 

(iii) BLUE CARD PENALTY.—Penalties collected 
under section 2211(b)(9)(C). 

(iv) FINE FOR ADJUSTMENT FROM BLUE CARD 
STATUS.—Fines collected under section 
245F(a)(5) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as added by section 2212(a). 

(v) PENALTIES FOR FALSE STATEMENTS IN AP-
PLICATIONS.—Fines collected under section 
245F(f) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
as added by section 2212(a). 

(vi) MERIT SYSTEM GREEN CARD FEES.—Fees 
collected under section 203(c)(6) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, as amended by section 
2301(a)(2). 

(vii) H–1B AND L VISA FEES.—Fees collected 
under section 281(d) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as added by section 4105. 

(viii) H–1B OUTPLACEMENT FEE.—Fees col-
lected under section 212(n)(1)(F)(ii) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act, as amended by sec-
tion 4211(d). 

(ix) H–1B NONIMMIGRANT DEPENDENT EM-
PLOYER FEES.—Fees collected under section 
4233(a)(2). 

(x) L NONIMMIGRANT DEPENDENT EMPLOYER 
FEES.—Fees collected under section 4305(a)(2). 

(xi) J–1 VISA MITIGATION FEES.—Fees collected 
under section 281(e) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as added by section 4407. 

(xii) F–1 VISA FEES.—Fees collected under sec-
tion 281(f) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as added by section 4408. 

(xiii) RETIREE VISA FEES.—Fees collected 
under section 214(w)(1)(B) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, as added by section 
4504(b). 

(xiv) VISITOR VISA FEES.—Fees collected under 
section 281(g) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by section 4509. 

(xv) H–2B VISA FEES.—Fees collected under 
section 214(x)(5)(A) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as added by section 4602(a). 

(xvi) NONIMMIGRANTS PERFORMING MAINTE-
NANCE ON COMMON CARRIERS.—Fees collected 
under section 214(z) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as added by section 4604. 

(xvii) X–1 VISA FEES.—Fees collected under 
section 214(s)(6) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by section 4801. 
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(xviii) PENALTY FOR ADJUSTMENT FROM REG-

ISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT STATUS.—Pen-
alties collected under section 245C(c)(5)(B) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, as added 
by section 2102. 

(C) AUTHORITY TO ADJUST FEES.—As necessary 
to carry out the purposes of this Act, the Sec-
retary may adjust the amounts of the fees and 
penalties set out under subparagraph (B), ex-
cept for the fines and penalties referred to in 
clauses (ii), (iii), (iv), or (xviii) of such subpara-
graph. 

(3) USE OF FUNDS.— 
(A) INITIAL FUNDING.—Of the amounts trans-

ferred to the Trust Fund pursuant to paragraph 
(2)(A)— 

(i) $3,000,000,000 shall remain available for the 
5-year period beginning on the date specified in 
paragraph (2)(A) for use by the Secretary to 
carry out the Comprehensive Southern Border 
Security Strategy; 

(ii) $2,000,000,000 shall remain available for 
the 10-year period beginning on the date speci-
fied in paragraph (2)(A) for use by the Secretary 
to carry out programs, projects, and activities 
recommended by the Commission pursuant to 
section 4(d) to achieve and maintain the border 
security goal specified in section 3(b); 

(iii) $1,500,000,000 shall be made available to 
the Secretary, during the 5-year period begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this Act, to 
procure and deploy fencing, infrastructure, and 
technology in accordance with the Southern 
Border Fencing Strategy established pursuant to 
section 5(b), not less than $1,000,000,000 of 
which shall be used to deploy, repair, or replace 
fencing; 

(iv) $750,000,000 shall remain available for the 
6-year period beginning on the date specified in 
paragraph (2)(A) for use by the Secretary to ex-
pand and implement the mandatory employment 
verification system, which shall be used as re-
quired by section 274A of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a), as amended by 
section 3101; 

(v) $900,000,000 shall remain available for the 
8-year period beginning on the date specified in 
paragraph (2)(A) for use by the Secretary of 
State to pay for one-time and startup costs nec-
essary to implement this Act; and 

(vi) $150,000,000 shall remain available for the 
2-year period beginning on the date specified in 
paragraph (2)(A) for use by the Secretary for 
transfer to the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary 
of Agriculture, or the Attorney General, for ini-
tial costs of implementing this Act. 

(B) REPAYMENT OF TRUST FUND EXPENSES.— 
The first $8,300,000,000 collected pursuant to the 
fees, penalties, and fines referred to in clauses 
(ii), (iii), (iv), (vi), (xiii), (xvii), and (xviii) of 
paragraph (2)(B) shall be collected, deposited in 
the general fund of the Treasury, and used for 
Federal budget deficit reduction. Collections in 
excess of $8,300,000,000 shall be deposited into 
the Trust Fund, as specified in paragraph 
(2)(B). 

(C) PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION.—Amounts de-
posited into the Trust Fund pursuant to para-
graph (2)(B) shall be available during each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018 as follows: 

(i) $50,000,000 to carry out the activities ref-
erenced in section 1104(a)(1). 

(ii) $50,000,000 to carry out the activities ref-
erenced in section 1104(b). 

(D) ONGOING FUNDING.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, amounts deposited in 
the Trust Fund pursuant to paragraph (2)(B) 
are authorized to be appropriated as follows: 

(i) Such sums as may be necessary to carry 
out the authorizations included in this Act. 

(ii) Such sums as may be necessary to carry 
out the operations and maintenance of border 
security and immigration enforcement invest-
ments referenced in subparagraph (A). 

(E) EXPENDITURE PLAN.—The Secretary, in 
consultation with the Attorney General and the 
Secretary of Defense, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, the 

Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate, the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives, and the Committee on the Judi-
ciary of the House of Representatives, in con-
junction with the Comprehensive Southern Bor-
der Strategy and the Southern Border Fencing 
Strategy, a plan for expenditure that describes— 

(i) the types and planned deployment of fixed, 
mobile, video, and agent and officer portable 
surveillance and detection equipment, including 
those recommended or provided by the Depart-
ment of Defense; 

(ii) the number of Border Patrol agents and 
Customs and Border Protection officers to be 
hired, including a detailed description of which 
Border Patrol sectors and which land border 
ports of entry they will be stationed; 

(iii) the numbers and type of unarmed, un-
manned aerial systems and unarmed, fixed-wing 
and rotary aircraft, including pilots, air inter-
diction agents, and support staff to fly or other-
wise operate and maintain the equipment; 

(iv) the numbers, types, and planned deploy-
ment of marine and riverine vessels, if any, in-
cluding marine interdiction agents and support 
staff to operate and maintain the vessels; 

(v) the locations, amount, and planned de-
ployment of fencing, including double layer 
fencing, tactical and other infrastructure, and 
technology, including but not limited to fixed 
towers, sensors, cameras, and other detection 
technology; 

(vi) the numbers, types, and planned deploy-
ment of ground-based mobile surveillance sys-
tems; 

(vii) the numbers, types, and planned deploy-
ment of tactical and other interoperable law en-
forcement communications systems and equip-
ment; 

(viii) required construction, including repairs, 
expansion, and maintenance, and location of 
additional checkpoints, Border Patrol stations, 
and forward operating bases; 

(ix) the number of additional attorneys and 
support staff for the Office of the United States 
Attorney for Tucson; 

(x) the number of additional support staff and 
interpreters in the Office of the Clerk of the 
Court for Tucson; 

(xi) the number of additional personnel, in-
cluding Marshals and Deputy Marshals for the 
United States Marshals Office for Tucson; 

(xii) the number of additional magistrate 
judges for the southern border United States 
District Courts; 

(xiii) activities to be funded by the Homeland 
Security Border Oversight Task Force; 

(xiv) amounts and types of grants to States 
and other entities; 

(xv) amounts and activities necessary to hire 
additional personnel and for start-up costs re-
lated to upgrading software and information 
technology necessary to transition from a vol-
untary E-Verify system to mandatory employ-
ment verification system under section 274A of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1324a) within 5 years; 

(xvi) the number of additional personnel and 
other costs associated with implementing the im-
migration courts and removal proceedings man-
dated in subtitle E of title III; 

(xvii) the steps the Commissioner of Social Se-
curity plans to take to create a fraud-resistant, 
tamper-resistant, wear-resistant, and identity- 
theft resistant Social Security card, including— 

(I) the types of equipment needed to create the 
card; 

(II) the total estimated costs for completion 
that clearly delineates costs associated with the 
acquisition of equipment and transition to oper-
ation, subdivided by fiscal year and including a 
description of the purpose by fiscal year for de-
sign, pre-acquisition activities, production, and 
transition to operation; 

(III) the number and type of personnel, in-
cluding contract personnel, required to research, 
design, test, and produce the card; and 

(IV) a detailed schedule for production of the 
card, including an estimated completion date at 

the projected funding level provided in this Act; 
and 

(xviii) the operations and maintenance costs 
associated with the implementation of clauses (i) 
through (xvii). 

(F) ANNUAL REVISION.—The expenditure plan 
required in (E) shall be revised and submitted 
with the President’s budget proposals for fiscal 
year 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019 pursuant to the 
requirements of section 1105(a) of title 31, United 
States Code. 

(G) COMMISSION EXPENDITURE PLAN.— 
(i) REQUIREMENT FOR PLAN.—If the Southern 

Border Security Commission referenced in sec-
tion 4 is established, the Secretary shall submit 
to the appropriate committees of Congress, not 
later than 60 days after the submission of the re-
view required by section 4(g), a plan for expend-
iture that achieves the recommendations in the 
report required by section 4(d) and the review 
required by section 4(g). 

(ii) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In clause (i), the term ‘‘appropriate 
committees of Congress’’ means— 

(I) the Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and the Committee on 
Finance of the Senate; and 

(II) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and the Committee 
on Ways and Means of the House of Represent-
atives. 

(4) LIMITATION ON COLLECTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—No fee deposited in the 

Trust Fund may be collected except to the extent 
that the expenditure of the fee is provided for in 
advance in an appropriations Act only to pay 
the costs of activities and services for which ap-
propriations are authorized to be funded from 
the Trust Fund. 

(B) RECEIPTS COLLECTED AS OFFSETTING RE-
CEIPTS.—Until the date of the enactment of an 
Act making appropriations for the activities au-
thorized under this Act through September 30, 
2014, the fees authorized by paragraph (2)(B) 
that are not deposited into the general fund 
pursuant to paragraph (3)(B) may be collected 
and shall be credited as to the Trust Fund to re-
main available until expended only to pay the 
costs of activities and services for which appro-
priations are authorized to be funded from the 
Trust Fund. 

(b) COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM 
STARTUP ACCOUNT.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in 
the Treasury a separate account, to be known 
as the ‘‘Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Startup Account,’’ (referred to in this section as 
the ‘‘Startup Account’’), consisting of amounts 
transferred from the general fund of the Treas-
ury under paragraph (2). 

(2) DEPOSITS.—There is appropriated to the 
Startup Account, out of any funds in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, $3,000,000,000, 
to remain available until expended on the later 
of the date that is— 

(A) the date of the enactment of this Act; or 
(B) October 1, 2013. 
(3) REPAYMENT OF STARTUP COSTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

286(m) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1356(m)), 50 percent of fees collected 
under section 245B(c)(10)(A) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, as added by section 2101 of 
this Act, shall be deposited monthly in the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury and used for Federal 
budget deficit reduction until the funding pro-
vided by paragraph (2) has been repaid. 

(B) DEPOSIT IN THE IMMIGRATION EXAMINA-
TIONS FEE ACCOUNT.—Fees collected in excess of 
the amount referenced in subparagraph (A) 
shall be deposited in the Immigration Examina-
tions Fee Account, pursuant to section 286(m) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1356(m)), and shall remain available until ex-
pended pursuant to section 286(n) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1356(n)). 

(4) USE OF FUNDS.—The Secretary shall use 
the amounts transferred to the Startup Account 
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to pay for one-time and startup costs necessary 
to implement this Act, including— 

(A) equipment, information technology sys-
tems, infrastructure, and human resources; 

(B) outreach to the public, including develop-
ment and promulgation of any regulations, 
rules, or other public notice; 

(C) grants to community and faith-based or-
ganizations; and 

(D) anti-fraud programs and actions related 
to implementation of this Act. 

(5) EXPENDITURE PLAN.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary, in consultation with the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of Defense, shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Appropriations and the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate and 
the Committee on Appropriations and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives, a plan for expenditure of the one- 
time and startup funds in the Startup Account 
that provides details on— 

(A) the types of equipment, information tech-
nology systems, infrastructure, and human re-
sources; 

(B) the plans for outreach to the public, in-
cluding development and promulgation of any 
regulations, rules, or other public notice; 

(C) the types and amounts of grants to com-
munity and faith-based organizations; and 

(D) the anti-fraud programs and actions re-
lated to implementation of this Act. 

(c) ANNUAL AUDITS.— 
(1) AUDITS REQUIRED.—Not later than October 

1 each year beginning on or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Chief Financial Offi-
cer of the Department of Homeland Security 
shall, in conjunction with the Inspector General 
of the Department of Homeland Security, con-
duct an audit of the Trust Fund. 

(2) REPORTS.—Upon completion of each audit 
of the Trust Fund under paragraph (1), the 
Chief Financial Officer shall, in conjunction 
with the Inspector General, submit to Congress, 
and make available to the public on an Internet 
website of the Department available to the pub-
lic, a jointly audited financial statement con-
cerning the Trust Fund. 

(3) ELEMENTS.—Each audited financial state-
ment under paragraph (2) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The report of an independent certified 
public accountant. 

(B) A balance sheet reporting admitted assets, 
liabilities, capital and surplus. 

(C) A statement of cash flow. 
(D) Such other information on the Trust Fund 

as the Chief Financial Officer, the Inspector 
General, or the independent certified public ac-
countant considers appropriate to facilitate a 
comprehensive understanding of the Trust Fund 
during the year covered by the financial state-
ment. 

(d) DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.— 

(1) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION FOR CONGRES-
SIONAL ENFORCEMENT.—In the Senate, amounts 
appropriated by or deposited in the general fund 
of the Treasury pursuant to this section are des-
ignated as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to section 403(a) of S. Con. Res. 13 (111th Con-
gress), the concurrent resolution on the budget 
for fiscal year 2010. 

(2) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION FOR STATUTORY 
PAYGO.—Amounts appropriated by or deposited 
in the general fund of the Treasury pursuant to 
this section are designated as an emergency re-
quirement under section 4(g) of the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–139; 
2 U.S.C. 933(g)). 
SEC. 7. REFERENCE TO THE IMMIGRATION AND 

NATIONALITY ACT. 
Except as otherwise expressly provided, when-

ever in this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or repeal 
of, a section or other provision, the reference 
shall be considered to be made to a section or 
other provision of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

SEC. 8. DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 
(1) DEPARTMENT.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided, the term ‘‘Department’’ means the De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

(2) SECRETARY.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided, the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Homeland Security. 
SEC. 9. GRANT ACCOUNTABILITY. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AWARDING ENTITIES.—The term ‘‘awarding 

entities’’ means the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, the Director of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), the Chief of the 
Office of Citizenship and New Americans, as 
designated by this Act, and the Director of the 
National Science Foundation. 

(2) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term 
‘‘nonprofit organization’’ means an organiza-
tion that is described in section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and is exempt 
from taxation under section 501(a) of such Code. 

(3) UNRESOLVED AUDIT FINDING.—The term 
‘‘unresolved audit finding’’ means a finding in 
a final audit report conducted by the Inspector 
General of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, or the Inspector General for the National 
Science Foundation for grants awarded by the 
Director of the National Science Foundation, 
that the audited grantee has utilized grant 
funds for an unauthorized expenditure or other-
wise unallowable cost that is not closed or re-
solved within 1 year from the date when the 
final audit report is issued. 

(b) ACCOUNTABILITY.—All grants awarded by 
awarding entities pursuant to this Act shall be 
subject to the following accountability provi-
sions: 

(1) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.— 
(A) AUDITS.—Beginning in the first fiscal year 

beginning after the date of the enactment of this 
section, and in each fiscal year thereafter, the 
Inspector General of the Department of Home-
land Security, or the Inspector General for the 
National Science Foundation for grants award-
ed by the Director of the National Science Foun-
dation, shall conduct audits of recipients of 
grants under this Act to prevent waste, fraud, 
and abuse of funds by grantees. The Inspector 
Generals shall determine the appropriate num-
ber of grantees to be audited each year. 

(B) MANDATORY EXCLUSION.—A recipient of 
grant funds under this Act that is found to have 
an unresolved audit finding shall not be eligible 
to receive grant funds under this Act during the 
first 2 fiscal years beginning after the end of the 
1-year period described in subsection (a)(3). 

(C) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under this 
Act, the awarding entities shall give priority to 
eligible applicants that did not have an unre-
solved audit finding during the 3 fiscal years be-
fore submitting an application for a grant under 
this Act. 

(D) REIMBURSEMENT.—If an entity is awarded 
grant funds under this Act during the 2-fiscal- 
year period during which the entity is barred 
from receiving grants under subparagraph (B), 
the awarding entity shall— 

(i) deposit an amount equal to the amount of 
the grant funds that were improperly awarded 
to the grantee into the General Fund of the 
Treasury; and 

(ii) seek to recoup the costs of the repayment 
to the fund from the grant recipient that was er-
roneously awarded grant funds. 

(2) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(A) PROHIBITION.—An awarding entity may 
not award a grant under this Act to a nonprofit 
organization that holds money in offshore ac-
counts for the purpose of avoiding paying the 
tax described in section 511(a) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986. 

(B) DISCLOSURE.—Each nonprofit organiza-
tion that is awarded a grant under this Act and 
uses the procedures prescribed in regulations to 
create a rebuttable presumption of reasonable-

ness for the compensation of its officers, direc-
tors, trustees, and key employees, shall disclose 
to the awarding entity, in the application for 
the grant, the process for determining such com-
pensation, including the independent persons 
involved in reviewing and approving such com-
pensation, the comparability data used, and 
contemporaneous substantiation of the delibera-
tion and decision. Upon request, the awarding 
entity shall make the information disclosed 
under this subparagraph available for public in-
spection. 

(3) CONFERENCE EXPENDITURES.— 
(A) LIMITATION.—No amounts authorized to 

be appropriated to the Department of Homeland 
Security or the National Science Foundation for 
grant programs under this Act may be used by 
an awarding entity or by any individual or enti-
ty awarded discretionary funds through a coop-
erative agreement under this Act to host or sup-
port any expenditure for conferences that uses 
more than $20,000 in funds made available by 
the Department of Homeland Security or the 
National Science Foundation unless the Deputy 
Secretary for Homeland Security, or the Deputy 
Director of the National Science Foundation, or 
their designee, provides prior written authoriza-
tion that the funds may be expended to host the 
conference. 

(B) WRITTEN APPROVAL.—Written approval 
under subparagraph (A) shall include a written 
estimate of all costs associated with the con-
ference, including the cost of all food, bev-
erages, audio-visual equipment, honoraria for 
speakers, and entertainment. 

(C) REPORT.—The Deputy Secretary of Home-
land Security and the Deputy Director of the 
National Science Foundation shall submit an 
annual report to Congress on all conference ex-
penditures approved under this paragraph. 

(4) ANNUAL CERTIFICATION.—Beginning in the 
first fiscal year beginning after the date of the 
enactment of this subsection, each awarding en-
tity shall submit to Congress a report— 

(A) indicating whether— 
(i) all audits issued by the Offices of the In-

spector General under paragraph (1) have been 
completed and reviewed by the appropriate indi-
viduals; 

(ii) all mandatory exclusions required under 
paragraph (1)(B) have been issued; and 

(iii) all reimbursements required under para-
graph (1)(D) have been made; and 

(B) including a list of any grant recipients ex-
cluded under paragraph (1) from the previous 
year. 

TITLE I—BORDER SECURITY 
SEC. 1101. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) NORTHERN BORDER.—The term ‘‘Northern 

border’’ means the international border between 
the United States and Canada. 

(2) RURAL, HIGH-TRAFFICKED AREAS.—The 
term ‘‘rural, high-trafficked areas’’ means rural 
areas through which drugs and undocumented 
aliens are routinely smuggled, as designated by 
the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection. 

(3) SOUTHERN BORDER.—The term ‘‘Southern 
border’’ means the international border between 
the United States and Mexico. 

(4) SOUTHWEST BORDER REGION.—The term 
‘‘Southwest border region’’ means the area in 
the United States that is within 100 miles of the 
Southern border. 
SEC. 1102. ADDITIONAL U.S. CUSTOMS AND BOR-

DER PROTECTION OFFICERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 30, 

2017, the Secretary shall increase the number of 
trained U.S. Customs and Border Protection of-
ficers by 3,500, compared to the number of such 
officers as of the date of the enactment of this 
Act. The Secretary shall make progress in in-
creasing such number of officers during each of 
the fiscal years 2014 through 2017. 

(b) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in subsection (a) 
may be construed to preclude the Secretary from 
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reassigning or stationing U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection Officers and U.S. Border Patrol 
Agents from the Northern border to the South-
ern border. 

(c) FUNDING.—Section 217(h)(3)(B) (8 U.S.C. 
1187(h)(3)(B)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘No later than 6 months after 

the date of enactment of the Travel Promotion 
Act of 2009, the’’ and inserting ‘‘The’’; 

(B) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(C) by redesignating subclause (II) as sub-
clause (III); and 

(D) by inserting after subclause (I) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(II) $16 for border processing; and’’; 
(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘Amounts col-

lected under clause (i)(II)’’ and inserting 
‘‘Amounts collected under clause (i)(II) shall be 
deposited into the Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform Trust Fund established under section 
6(a)(1) of the Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization Act. 
Amounts collected under clause (i)(III)’’; and 

(3) by striking clause (iii). 
(d) CORPORATION FOR TRAVEL PROMOTION.— 

Section 9(d)(2)(B) of the Travel Promotion Act 
of 2009 (22 U.S.C. 2131(d)(2)(B)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘For each of fiscal years 2012 through 
2015,’’ and inserting ‘‘For each fiscal year after 
2012,’’. 
SEC. 1103. NATIONAL GUARD SUPPORT TO SE-

CURE THE SOUTHERN BORDER. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—With the approval of the 

Secretary of Defense, the Governor of a State 
may order any unit or personnel of the National 
Guard of such State to perform operations and 
missions under section 502(f) of title 32, United 
States Code, in the Southwest Border region for 
the purposes of assisting U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection in securing the Southern border. 

(b) ASSIGNMENT OF OPERATIONS AND MIS-
SIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—National Guard units and 
personnel deployed under subsection (a) may be 
assigned such operations and missions specified 
in subsection (c) as may be necessary to secure 
the Southern border. 

(2) NATURE OF DUTY.—The duty of National 
Guard personnel performing operations and mis-
sions described in paragraph (1) shall be full- 
time duty under title 32, United States Code. 

(c) RANGE OF OPERATIONS AND MISSIONS.— 
The operations and missions assigned under 
subsection (b) shall include the temporary au-
thority— 

(1) to construct fencing, including double- 
layer and triple-layer fencing; 

(2) to increase ground-based mobile surveil-
lance systems; 

(3) to deploy additional unmanned aerial sys-
tems and manned aircraft sufficient to maintain 
continuous surveillance of the Southern border; 

(4) to deploy and provide capability for radio 
communications interoperability between U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection and State, local, 
and tribal law enforcement agencies; 

(5) to construct checkpoints along the South-
ern border to bridge the gap to long-term perma-
nent checkpoints; and 

(6) to provide assistance to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, particularly in rural, high- 
trafficked areas, as designated by the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

(d) MATERIEL AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT.—The 
Secretary of Defense shall deploy such materiel 

and equipment and logistical support as may be 
necessary to ensure success of the operations 
and missions conducted by the National Guard 
under this section. 

(e) EXCLUSION FROM NATIONAL GUARD PER-
SONNEL STRENGTH LIMITATIONS.—National 
Guard personnel deployed under subsection (a) 
shall not be included in— 

(1) the calculation to determine compliance 
with limits on end strength for National Guard 
personnel; or 

(2) limits on the number of National Guard 
personnel that may be placed on active duty for 
operational support under section 115 of title 10, 
United States Code. 
SEC. 1104. ENHANCEMENT OF EXISTING BORDER 

SECURITY OPERATIONS. 
(a) BORDER CROSSING PROSECUTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—From the amounts made 

available pursuant to the appropriations in 
paragraph (3), funds shall be made available— 

(A) to increase the number of border crossing 
prosecutions in the Tucson Sector of the South-
west border region to up to 210 prosecutions per 
day through increasing funding available for— 

(i) attorneys and administrative support staff 
in the Office of the United States Attorney for 
Tucson; 

(ii) support staff and interpreters in the Office 
of the Clerk of the Court for Tucson; 

(iii) pre-trial services; 
(iv) activities of the Federal Public Defender 

Office for Tucson; and 
(v) additional personnel, including Deputy 

United States Marshals in the United States 
Marshals Office for Tucson to perform intake, 
coordination, transportation, and court secu-
rity; and 

(B) reimburse Federal, State, local, and tribal 
law enforcement agencies for any detention 
costs related to the border crossing prosecutions 
carried out pursuant to subparagraph (A). 

(2) ADDITIONAL MAGISTRATE JUDGES TO ASSIST 
WITH INCREASED CASELOAD.—The chief judge of 
the United States District Court for the District 
of Arizona is authorized to appoint additional 
full-time magistrate judges, who, consistent with 
the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
shall have the authority to hear cases and con-
troversies in the judicial district in which the re-
spective judges are appointed. 

(3) FUNDING.—There are authorized to be ap-
propriated, from the Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform Trust Fund established under section 
6(a)(1), such sums as may be necessary to carry 
out this subsection. 

(b) OPERATION STONEGARDEN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency shall enhance law enforce-
ment preparedness and operational readiness 
along the borders of the United States through 
Operation Stonegarden. The amounts available 
under this paragraph are in addition to any 
other amounts otherwise made available for Op-
eration Stonegarden. Not less than 90 percent of 
the amounts made available under section 
6(a)(3)(C)(ii) shall be allocated for grants and 
reimbursements to law enforcement agencies in 
the States in the Southwest border region for 
personnel, overtime, travel, and other costs re-
lated to combating illegal immigration and drug 
smuggling in the Southwest border region. Allo-
cations for grants and reimbursements to law 
enforcement agencies under this paragraph 
shall be made by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency through a competitive process. 

(2) FUNDING.—There are authorized to be ap-
propriated, from the amounts made available 
under section 6(a)(3)(A)(i), such sums as may be 
necessary to carry out this subsection. 

(c) INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS.— 
(1) BORDER PATROL STATIONS.—The Secretary 

shall— 
(A) construct additional Border Patrol sta-

tions in the Southwest border region that U.S. 
Border Patrol determines are needed to provide 
full operational support in rural, high-traf-
ficked areas; and 

(B) analyze the feasibility of creating addi-
tional Border Patrol sectors along the Southern 
border to interrupt drug trafficking operations. 

(2) FORWARD OPERATING BASES.—The Sec-
retary shall enhance the security of the South-
west border region by— 

(A) establishing additional permanent forward 
operating bases for the U.S. Border Patrol, as 
needed; 

(B) upgrading the existing forward operating 
bases to include modular buildings, electricity, 
and potable water; and 

(C) ensuring that forward operating bases sur-
veil and interdict individuals entering the 
United States unlawfully immediately after such 
individuals cross the Southern border. 

(3) SAFE AND SECURE BORDER INFRASTRUC-
TURE.—The Secretary and the Secretary of 
Transportation, in consultation with the gov-
ernors of the States in the Southwest border re-
gion and the Northern border region, shall es-
tablish a grant program, which shall be admin-
istered by the Secretary of Transportation and 
the General Services Administration, to con-
struct transportation and supporting infrastruc-
ture improvements at existing and new inter-
national border crossings necessary to facilitate 
safe, secure, and efficient cross border movement 
of people, motor vehicles, and cargo. 

(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018 such sums as 
may be necessary to carry out this subsection. 

(d) ADDITIONAL PERMANENT DISTRICT COURT 
JUDGESHIPS IN SOUTHWEST BORDER STATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall appoint, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate— 

(A) 2 additional district judges for the district 
of Arizona; 

(B) 3 additional district judges for the eastern 
district of California; 

(C) 2 additional district judges for the western 
district of Texas; and 

(D) 1 additional district judge for the southern 
district of Texas. 

(2) CONVERSIONS OF TEMPORARY DISTRICT 
COURT JUDGESHIPS.—The existing judgeships for 
the district of Arizona and the central district of 
California authorized by section 312(c) of the 
21st Century Department of Justice Appropria-
tions Authorization Act (28 U.S.C. 133 note; 
Public Law 107–273; 116 Stat. 1788), as of the ef-
fective date of this Act, shall be authorized 
under section 133 of title 28, United States Code, 
and the incumbents in those offices shall hold 
the office under section 133 of title 28, United 
States Code, as amended by this Act. 

(3) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—The table contained in section 133(a) of 
title 28, United States Code, is amended— 

(A) by striking the item relating to the district 
of Arizona and inserting the following: 

‘‘Arizona .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 15’’; 
(B) by striking the item relating to California 

and inserting the following: 

‘‘California: 
Northern ............................................................................................................................................................................................. 14 
Eastern ............................................................................................................................................................................................... 9 
Central ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 28 
Southern ............................................................................................................................................................................................. 13’’; and 
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(C) by striking the item relating to Texas and 

inserting the following: 

‘‘Texas: 
Northern ............................................................................................................................................................................................. 12 
Southern ............................................................................................................................................................................................. 20 
Eastern ............................................................................................................................................................................................... 7 
Western ............................................................................................................................................................................................... 15’’. 

(4) INCREASE IN FILING FEES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 1914(a) of title 28, 

United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘$350’’ and inserting ‘‘$360’’. 

(B) EXPENDITURE LIMITATION.—Incremental 
amounts collected by reason of the enactment of 
this paragraph shall be deposited as offsetting 
receipts in the ‘‘Judiciary Filing Fee’’ special 
fund of the Treasury established under section 
1931 of title 28, United States Code. Such 
amounts shall be available solely for the pur-
pose of facilitating the processing of civil cases, 
but only to the extent specifically appropriated 
by an Act of Congress enacted after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(5) WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—No officer, employee, agent, 

contractor, or subcontractor of the judicial 
branch may discharge, demote, threaten, sus-
pend, harass, or in any other manner discrimi-
nate against an employee in the terms and con-
ditions of employment because of any lawful act 
done by the employee to provide information, 
cause information to be provided, or otherwise 
assist in an investigation regarding any possible 
violation of Federal law or regulation, or mis-
conduct, by a judge, justice, or any other em-
ployee in the judicial branch, which may assist 
in the investigation of the possible violation or 
misconduct. 

(B) CIVIL ACTION.—An employee injured by a 
violation of subparagraph (A) may, in a civil ac-
tion, obtain appropriate relief. 
SEC. 1105. BORDER SECURITY ON CERTAIN FED-

ERAL LAND. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FEDERAL LANDS.—The term ‘‘Federal 

lands’’ includes all land under the control of the 
Secretary concerned that is located within the 
Southwest border region in the State of Arizona 
along the international border between the 
United States and Mexico. 

(2) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’ means— 

(A) with respect to land under the jurisdiction 
of the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
Agriculture; and 

(B) with respect to land under the jurisdiction 
of the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

(b) SUPPORT FOR BORDER SECURITY NEEDS.— 
To achieve effective control of Federal lands— 

(1) the Secretary concerned, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, shall authorize and 
provide U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
personnel with immediate access to Federal 
lands for security activities, including— 

(A) routine motorized patrols; and 
(B) the deployment of communications, sur-

veillance, and detection equipment; 
(2) the security activities described in para-

graph (1) shall be conducted, to the maximum 
extent practicable, in a manner that the Sec-
retary determines will best protect the natural 
and cultural resources on Federal lands; and 

(3) the Secretary concerned may provide edu-
cation and training to U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection personnel on the natural and cul-
tural resources present on individual Federal 
land units. 

(c) PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—After implementing sub-
section (b), the Secretary, in consultation with 
the Secretaries concerned, shall prepare and 
publish in the Federal Register a notice of in-
tent to prepare a programmatic environmental 
impact statement in accordance with the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 

U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) to analyze the impacts of the 
activities described in subsection (b). 

(2) EFFECT ON PROCESSING APPLICATION AND 
SPECIAL USE PERMITS.—The pending completion 
of a programmatic environmental impact state-
ment under this section shall not result in any 
delay in the processing or approving of applica-
tions or special use permits by the Secretaries 
concerned for the activities described in sub-
section (b). 

(3) AMENDMENT OF LAND USE PLANS.—The Sec-
retaries concerned shall amend any land use 
plans, as appropriate, upon completion of the 
programmatic environmental impact statement 
described in subsection (b). 

(4) SCOPE OF PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT.—The programmatic envi-
ronmental impact statement described in para-
graph (1)— 

(A) may be used to advise the Secretary on the 
impact on natural and cultural resources on 
Federal lands; and 

(B) shall not control, delay, or restrict actions 
by the Secretary to achieve effective control on 
Federal lands. 

(d) INTERMINGLED STATE AND PRIVATE 
LAND.—This section shall not apply to any pri-
vate or State-owned land within the boundaries 
of Federal lands. 
SEC. 1106. EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY. 

(a) ENHANCEMENTS.—The Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, working 
through U.S. Border Patrol, shall— 

(1) deploy additional mobile, video, and agent- 
portable surveillance systems, and unarmed, un-
manned aerial vehicles in the Southwest border 
region as necessary to provide 24-hour operation 
and surveillance; 

(2) operate unarmed unmanned aerial vehicles 
along the Southern border for 24 hours per day 
and for 7 days per week; 

(3) deploy unarmed additional fixed-wing air-
craft and helicopters along the Southern border; 

(4) acquire new rotorcraft and make upgrades 
to the existing helicopter fleet; 

(5) increase horse patrols in the Southwest 
border region; and 

(6) acquire and deploy watercraft and other 
equipment to provide support for border-related 
maritime anti-crime activities. 

(b) LIMITATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding paragraphs 

(1) and (2) of subsection (a), and except as pro-
vided in paragraph (2), U.S. Border Patrol may 
not operate unarmed, unmanned aerial vehicles 
in the San Diego and El Centro Sectors, except 
within 3 miles of the Southern border. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The limitation under this 
subsection shall not restrict the maritime oper-
ations of U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to be 
appropriated, there is authorized to be appro-
priated to U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out sub-
section (a) during fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 
SEC. 1107. ACCESS TO EMERGENCY PERSONNEL. 

(a) SOUTHWEST BORDER REGION EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS GRANTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the governors of the States in the 
Southwest border region, shall establish a 2-year 
grant program, to be administered by the Sec-
retary, to improve emergency communications in 
the Southwest border region. 

(2) ELIGIBILITY FOR GRANTS.—An individual is 
eligible to receive a grant under this subsection 
if the individual demonstrates that he or she— 

(A) regularly resides or works in the South-
west border region; 

(B) is at greater risk of border violence due to 
the lack of cellular service at his or her resi-
dence or business and his or her proximity to the 
Southern border. 

(3) USE OF GRANTS.—Grants awarded under 
this subsection may be used to purchase satellite 
telephone communications systems and service 
that— 

(A) can provide access to 9–1–1 service; and 
(B) are equipped with global positioning sys-

tems. 
(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out the grant 
program established under this subsection. 

(b) INTEROPERABLE COMMUNICATIONS FOR 
LAW ENFORCEMENT.— 

(1) FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT.—There are 
authorized to be appropriated, to the Depart-
ment, the Department of Justice, and the De-
partment of the Interior, during the 5-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of the enactment of 
this Act, such sums as may be necessary— 

(A) to purchase, through a competitive pro-
curement process, P25-compliant radios, which 
may include a multi-band option, for Federal 
law enforcement agents working in the South-
west border region in support of the activities of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection and U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, includ-
ing law enforcement agents of the Drug En-
forcement Administration, the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the De-
partment of the Interior, and the Forest Service; 
and 

(B) to upgrade, through a competitive pro-
curement process, the communications network 
of the Department of Justice to ensure coverage 
and capacity, particularly when immediate ac-
cess is needed in times of crisis, in the Southwest 
Border region for appropriate law enforcement 
personnel of the Department of Justice (includ-
ing the Drug Enforcement Administration and 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives), the Department (including U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement and U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection), the United 
States Marshals Service, other Federal agencies, 
the State of Arizona, tribes, and local govern-
ments. 

(2) STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT.— 
(A) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Department of Justice, during the 5-year period 
beginning on the date of the enactment of this 
Act, such sums as may be necessary to purchase, 
through a competitive procurement process, P25- 
compliant radios, which may include a multi- 
band option, for State and local law enforce-
ment agents working in the Southwest border 
region. 

(B) ACCESS TO FEDERAL SPECTRUM.—If a 
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agency in 
the Southwest border region experiences an 
emergency situation that necessitates immediate 
communication with the Department of Justice, 
the Department, the Department of the Interior, 
or any of their respective subagencies, such law 
enforcement agency shall have access to the 
spectrum assigned to such Federal agency for 
the duration of such emergency situation. 
SEC. 1108. SOUTHWEST BORDER REGION PROS-

ECUTION INITIATIVE. 
(a) REIMBURSEMENT TO STATE AND LOCAL 

PROSECUTORS FOR FEDERALLY INITIATED CRIMI-
NAL CASES.—The Attorney General shall reim-
burse State, county, tribal, and municipal gov-
ernments for costs associated with the prosecu-
tion, pretrial services and detention, clerical 
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support, and public defenders’ services associ-
ated with the prosecution of federally initiated 
immigration-related criminal cases declined by 
local offices of the United States Attorneys. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—Reimbursement under sub-
section (a) shall not be available, at the discre-
tion of the Attorney General, if the Attorney 
General determines that there is reason to be-
lieve that the jurisdiction seeking reimbursement 
has engaged in unlawful conduct in connection 
with immigration-related apprehensions. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out sub-
section (a) during fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 
SEC. 1109. INTERAGENCY COLLABORATION. 

The Assistant Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering shall collaborate with 
the Under Secretary of Homeland Security for 
Science and Technology to identify equipment 
and technology used by the Department of De-
fense that could be used by U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection to improve the security of the 
Southern border by— 

(1) detecting border tunnels; 
(2) detecting the use of ultralight aircraft; 
(3) enhancing wide aerial surveillance; and 
(4) otherwise improving the enforcement of 

such border. 
SEC. 1110. STATE CRIMINAL ALIEN ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM. 
(a) SCAAP REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 

241(i)(5)(C) (8 U.S.C. 1231(i)(5)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2011.’’ and inserting ‘‘2015.’’. 

(b) SCAAP ASSISTANCE FOR STATES.— 
(1) ASSISTANCE FOR STATES INCARCERATING UN-

DOCUMENTED ALIENS CHARGED WITH CERTAIN 
CRIMES.—Section 241(i)(3)(A) (8 U.S.C. 
1231(i)(3)(A)) is amended by inserting ‘‘charged 
with or’’ before ‘‘convicted’’. 

(2) ASSISTANCE FOR STATES INCARCERATING 
UNVERIFIED ALIENS.—Section 241(i) (8 U.S.C. 
1231(i)), as amended by subsection (a), is further 
amended— 

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), and 
(6), as paragraphs (5), (6), and (7), respectively; 

(B) in paragraph (7), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘(5)’’ and inserting ‘‘(6)’’; and 

(C) by adding after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) In the case of an alien whose immigration 
status is unable to be verified by the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, and who would otherwise 
be an undocumented criminal alien if the alien 
is unlawfully present in the United States, the 
Attorney General shall compensate the State or 
political subdivision of the State for incarcer-
ation of the alien, consistent with subsection 
(i)(2).’’. 
SEC. 1111. USE OF FORCE. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Assistant Attorney General 
for the Civil Rights Division of the Department 
of Justice, shall issue policies governing the use 
of force by all Department personnel that— 

(1) require all Department personnel to report 
each use of force; and 

(2) establish procedures for— 
(A) accepting and investigating complaints re-

garding the use of force by Department per-
sonnel; 

(B) disciplining Department personnel who 
violate any law or Department policy relating to 
the use of force; and 

(C) reviewing all uses of force by Department 
personnel to determine whether the use of 
force— 

(i) complied with Department policy; or 
(ii) demonstrates the need for changes in pol-

icy, training, or equipment. 
SEC. 1112. TRAINING FOR BORDER SECURITY AND 

IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ensure 
that U.S. Customs and Border Protection offi-
cers, U.S. Border Patrol agents, U.S. Immigra-

tion and Customs Enforcement officers and 
agents, United States Air and Marine Division 
agents, and agriculture specialists stationed 
within 100 miles of any land or marine border of 
the United States or at any United States port 
of entry receive appropriate training, which 
shall be prepared in collaboration with the As-
sistant Attorney General for the Civil Rights Di-
vision of the Department of Justice, in— 

(1) identifying and detecting fraudulent travel 
documents; 

(2) civil, constitutional, human, and privacy 
rights of individuals; 

(3) the scope of enforcement authorities, in-
cluding interrogations, stops, searches, seizures, 
arrests, and detentions; 

(4) the use of force policies issued by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 1111; 

(5) immigration laws, including screening, 
identifying, and addressing vulnerable popu-
lations, such as children, victims of crime and 
human trafficking, and individuals fleeing per-
secution or torture; 

(6) social and cultural sensitivity toward bor-
der communities; 

(7) the impact of border operations on commu-
nities; and 

(8) any particular environmental concerns in 
a particular area. 

(b) TRAINING FOR BORDER COMMUNITY LIAI-
SON OFFICERS.—The Secretary shall ensure that 
border communities liaison officers in Border 
Patrol sectors along the international borders 
between the United States and Mexico and be-
tween the United States and Canada receive 
training to better— 

(1) act as a liaison between border commu-
nities and the Office for Civil Rights and Civil 
Liberties of the Department and the Civil Rights 
Division of the Department of Justice; 

(2) foster and institutionalize consultation 
with border communities; 

(3) consult with border communities on De-
partment programs, policies, strategies, and di-
rectives; and 

(4) receive Department performance assess-
ments from border communities. 

(c) HUMANE CONDITIONS OF CONFINEMENT FOR 
CHILDREN IN U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PRO-
TECTION CUSTODY.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall establish standards to ensure that 
children in the custody of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection— 

(1) are afforded adequate medical and mental 
health care, including emergency medical and 
mental health care, when necessary; 

(2) receive adequate nutrition; 
(3) are provided with climate-appropriate 

clothing, footwear, and bedding; 
(4) have basic personal hygiene and sanitary 

products; and 
(5) are permitted to make supervised phone 

calls to family members. 
SEC. 1113. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-

RITY BORDER OVERSIGHT TASK 
FORCE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established an inde-

pendent task force, which shall be known as the 
Department of Homeland Security Border Over-
sight Task Force (referred to in this section as 
the ‘‘DHS Task Force’’). 

(2) DUTIES.—The DHS Task Force shall— 
(A) review and make recommendations regard-

ing immigration and border enforcement poli-
cies, strategies, and programs that take into 
consideration their impact on border commu-
nities; 

(B) recommend ways in which the Border 
Communities Liaison Offices can strengthen re-
lations and collaboration between communities 
in the border regions and the Department, the 
Department of Justice, and other Federal agen-
cies that carry out such policies, strategies, and 
programs; 

(C) evaluate how the policies, strategies, and 
programs of Federal agencies operating along 

the international borders between the United 
States and Mexico and between the United 
States and Canada protect the due process, 
civil, and human rights of border residents, visi-
tors, and migrants at and near such borders; 
and 

(D) evaluate and make recommendations re-
garding the training of border enforcement per-
sonnel described in section 1112. 

(3) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The DHS Task Force shall 

be composed of 29 members, appointed by the 
President, who have expertise in migration, 
local crime indices, civil and human rights, com-
munity relations, cross-border trade and com-
merce, quality of life indicators, or other perti-
nent experience, of whom— 

(i) 12 members shall be from the Northern bor-
der region and shall include— 

(I) 2 local government elected officials; 
(II) 2 local law enforcement officials; 
(III) 2 civil rights advocates; 
(IV) 1 business representative; 
(V) 1 higher education representative; 
(VI) 1 private land owner representative; 
(VII) 1 representative of a faith community; 

and 
(VIII) 2 representatives of U.S. Border Patrol; 

and 
(ii) 17 members shall be from the Southern bor-

der region and include— 
(I) 3 local government elected officials; 
(II) 3 local law enforcement officials; 
(III) 3 civil rights advocates; 
(IV) 2 business representatives; 
(V) 1 higher education representative; 
(VI) 2 private land owner representatives; 
(VII) 1 representative of a faith community; 

and 
(VIII) 2 representatives of U.S. Border Patrol. 
(B) TERM OF SERVICE.—Members of the Task 

Force shall be appointed for the shorter of— 
(i) 3 years; or 
(ii) the life of the DHS Task Force. 
(C) CHAIR, VICE CHAIR.—The members of the 

DHS Task Force shall elect a Chair and a Vice 
Chair from among its members, who shall serve 
in such capacities for the life of the DHS Task 
Force or until removed by the majority vote of at 
least 14 members. 

(b) OPERATIONS.— 
(1) HEARINGS.—The DHS Task Force may, for 

the purpose of carrying out its duties, hold 
hearings, sit and act, take testimony, receive 
evidence, and administer oaths. 

(2) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The DHS Task Force 
may make findings or recommendations to the 
Secretary related to the duties described in sub-
section (a)(2). 

(3) RESPONSE.—Not later than 180 days after 
receiving the findings and recommendations 
from the DHS Task Force under paragraph (2), 
the Secretary shall issue a response that de-
scribes how the Department has addressed, or 
will address, such findings and recommenda-
tions. If the Secretary disagrees with any find-
ing of the DHS Task Force, the Secretary shall 
provide an explanation for the disagreement. 

(4) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.— 
The Chair, or 16 members of the DHS Task 
Force, may request statistics relating to the du-
ties described in subsection (a)(2) directly from 
any Federal agency, which shall, to the extent 
authorized by law, furnish such information, 
suggestions, estimates, and statistics directly to 
the DHS Task Force. 

(5) COMPENSATION.—Members of the DHS 
Task Force shall serve without pay, but shall be 
reimbursed for reasonable travel and subsistence 
expenses incurred in the performance of their 
duties. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after its 
first meeting, the DHS Task Force shall submit 
a final report to the President, Congress, and 
the Secretary that contains— 

(1) findings with respect to the duties of the 
DHS Task Force; and 

(2) recommendations regarding border and im-
migration enforcement policies, strategies, and 
programs, including— 
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(A) a recommendation as to whether the DHS 

Task Force should continue to operate; and 
(B) a description of any duties for which the 

DHS Task Force should be responsible after the 
termination date described in subsection (e). 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this sec-
tion for each of the fiscal years 2014 through 
2017. 

(e) SUNSET.—The DHS Task Force shall termi-
nate operations 60 days after the date on which 
the DHS Task Force submits the report de-
scribed in subsection (c). 
SEC. 1114. OMBUDSMAN FOR IMMIGRATION RE-

LATED CONCERNS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Title I of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 111 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 
‘‘SEC. 104. OMBUDSMAN FOR IMMIGRATION RE-

LATED CONCERNS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There shall be within the 

Department an Ombudsman for Immigration Re-
lated Concerns (in this section referred to as the 
‘Ombudsman’). The individual appointed as 
Ombudsman shall have a background in immi-
gration law as well as civil and human rights 
law. The Ombudsman shall report directly to the 
Deputy Secretary. 

‘‘(b) FUNCTIONS.—The functions of the Om-
budsman shall be as follows: 

‘‘(1) To receive and resolve complaints from 
individuals and employers and assist in resolv-
ing problems with the immigration components 
of the Department. 

‘‘(2) To conduct inspections of the facilities or 
contract facilities of the immigration compo-
nents of the Department. 

‘‘(3) To assist individuals and families who 
have been the victims of crimes committed by 
aliens or violence near the United States border. 

‘‘(4) To identify areas in which individuals 
and employers have problems in dealing with 
the immigration components of the Department. 

‘‘(5) To the extent practicable, to propose 
changes in the administrative practices of the 
immigration components of the Department to 
mitigate problems identified under paragraph 
(4). 

‘‘(6) To review, examine, and make rec-
ommendations regarding the immigration and 
enforcement policies, strategies, and programs of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement, and U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services. 

‘‘(c) OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES.—In addition to 
the functions specified in subsection (b), the 
Ombudsman shall— 

‘‘(1) monitor the coverage and geographic al-
location of local offices of the Ombudsman, in-
cluding appointing a local ombudsman for immi-
gration related concerns; and 

‘‘(2) evaluate and take personnel actions (in-
cluding dismissal) with respect to any employee 
of the Ombudsman. 

‘‘(d) REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATIONS.—The Om-
budsman shall have the authority to request the 
Inspector General of the Department of Home-
land Security to conduct inspections, investiga-
tions, and audits. 

‘‘(e) COORDINATION WITH DEPARTMENT COM-
PONENTS.—The Director of U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, the Assistant Secretary of 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and the 
Commissioner of Customs and Border Protection 
shall each establish procedures to provide for-
mal responses to recommendations submitted to 
such official by the Ombudsman. 

‘‘(f) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than June 
30 of each year, the Ombudsman shall submit a 
report to the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives on the objectives of 
the Ombudsman for the fiscal year beginning in 
such calendar year. Each report shall contain 
full and substantive analysis, in addition to sta-

tistical information, and shall set forth any rec-
ommendations the Ombudsman has made on im-
proving the services and responsiveness of U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, and U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection and any re-
sponses received from the Department regarding 
such recommendations.’’. 

(b) REPEAL OF SUPERSEDED AUTHORITY.—Sec-
tion 452 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 272) is repealed. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of con-
tents for the Homeland Security Act of 2002 is 
amended— 

(1) by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 103 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 104. Ombudsman for Immigration Related 

Concerns.’’; and 
(2) by striking the item relating to section 452. 

SEC. 1115. PROTECTION OF FAMILY VALUES IN 
APPREHENSION PROGRAMS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPREHENDED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘ap-

prehended individual’’ means an individual ap-
prehended by personnel of the Department of 
Homeland Security or of a cooperating entity 
pursuant to a migration deterrence program car-
ried out at a border. 

(2) BORDER.—The term ‘‘border’’ means an 
international border of the United States. 

(3) CHILD.—Except as otherwise specifically 
provided, the term ‘‘child’’ has the meaning 
given to the term in section 101(b)(1) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(b)(1)). 

(4) COOPERATING ENTITY.—The term ‘‘cooper-
ating entity’’ means a State or local entity act-
ing pursuant to an agreement with the Sec-
retary. 

(5) MIGRATION DETERRENCE PROGRAM.—The 
term ‘‘migration deterrence program’’ means an 
action related to the repatriation or referral for 
prosecution of 1 or more apprehended individ-
uals for a suspected or confirmed violation of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1001 et seq.) by the Secretary or a cooperating 
entity. 

(b) PROCEDURES FOR MIGRATION DETERRENCE 
PROGRAMS AT THE BORDER.— 

(1) PROCEDURES.—In any migration deterrence 
program carried out at a border, the Secretary 
and cooperating entities shall for each appre-
hended individual— 

(A) as soon as practicable after such indi-
vidual is apprehended— 

(i) inquire as to whether the apprehended in-
dividual is— 

(I) a parent, legal guardian, or primary care-
giver of a child; or 

(II) traveling with a spouse or child; and 
(ii) ascertain whether repatriation of the ap-

prehended individual presents any humani-
tarian concern or concern related to such indi-
vidual’s physical safety; and 

(B) ensure that, with respect to a decision re-
lated to the repatriation or referral for prosecu-
tion of the apprehended individual, due consid-
eration is given— 

(i) to the best interests of such individual’s 
child, if any; 

(ii) to family unity whenever possible; and 
(iii) to other public interest factors, including 

humanitarian concerns and concerns related to 
the apprehended individual’s physical safety. 

(c) MANDATORY TRAINING.—The Secretary, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, the Attorney General, the Sec-
retary of State, and independent immigration, 
child welfare, family law, and human rights law 
experts, shall— 

(1) develop and provide specialized training 
for all personnel of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection and cooperating entities who come 
into contact with apprehended individuals in all 
legal authorities, policies, and procedures rel-
evant to the preservation of a child’s best inter-
est, family unity, and other public interest fac-
tors, including those described in this Act; and 

(2) require border enforcement personnel to 
undertake periodic and continuing training on 
best practices and changes in relevant legal au-
thorities, policies, and procedures pertaining to 
the preservation of a child’s best interest, family 
unity, and other public interest factors, includ-
ing those described in this Act. 

(d) ANNUAL REPORT ON THE IMPACT OF MI-
GRATION DETERRENCE PROGRAMS AT THE BOR-
DER.— 

(1) REQUIREMENT FOR ANNUAL REPORT.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report that de-
scribes the impact of migration deterrence pro-
grams on parents, legal guardians, primary 
caregivers of a child, individuals traveling with 
a spouse or child, and individuals who present 
humanitarian considerations or concerns related 
to the individual’s physical safety. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted under 
paragraph (1) shall include for the previous 1- 
year period an assessment of— 

(A) the number of apprehended individuals re-
moved, repatriated, or referred for prosecution 
who are the parent, legal guardian, or primary 
caregiver of a child who is a citizen of the 
United States; 

(B) the number of occasions in which both 
parents, or the primary caretaker of such a 
child was removed, repatriated, or referred for 
prosecution as part of a migration deterrence 
program; 

(C) the number of apprehended individuals 
traveling with close family members who are re-
moved, repatriated, or referred for prosecution. 

(D) the impact of migration deterrence pro-
grams on public interest factors, including hu-
manitarian concerns and physical safety. 

(e) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall promulgate regulations to imple-
ment this section. 
SEC. 1116. REPORTS. 

(a) REPORT ON CERTAIN BORDER MATTERS.— 
The Secretary shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs of the Senate, the Committee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representatives, 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate, 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives that sets forth— 

(1) the effectiveness rate (as defined in section 
2(a)(4)) for each Border Patrol sector along the 
Northern border and the Southern border; 

(2) the number of miles along the Southern 
border that are under persistent surveillance; 

(3) the monthly wait times per passenger, in-
cluding data on averages and peaks, for cross-
ing the Northern border and the Southern bor-
der, and the staffing of such border crossings; 
and 

(4) the allocations at each port of entry along 
the Northern border and the Southern border. 

(b) REPORT ON INTERAGENCY COLLABORA-
TION.—The Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition, Technology, and Logistics and the 
Under Secretary of Homeland Security for 
Science and Technology shall jointly submit a 
report on the results of the interagency collabo-
ration under section 1109 to— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services of the 
Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(3) the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate; 

(4) the Committee on Armed Services of the 
House of Representatives; 

(5) the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(6) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 
SEC. 1117. SEVERABILITY AND DELEGATION. 

(a) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this 
Act or any amendment made by this Act, or any 
application of such provision or amendment to 
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any person or circumstance, is held to be uncon-
stitutional, the remainder of the provisions of 
this Act and the amendments made by this Act 
and the application of the provision or amend-
ment to any other person or circumstance shall 
not be affected. 

(b) DELEGATION.—The Secretary may delegate 
any authority provided to the Secretary under 
this Act or an amendment made by this Act to 
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Attorney Gen-
eral, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, the Secretary of 
State, or the Commissioner of Social Security. 
SEC. 1118. PROHIBITION ON LAND BORDER 

CROSSING FEES. 
The Secretary shall not establish, collect, or 

otherwise impose a border crossing fee for pedes-
trians or passenger vehicles at land ports of 
entry along the Southern border or the Northern 
border, nor conduct any study relating to the 
imposition of such a fee. 
SEC. 1119. HUMAN TRAFFICKING REPORTING. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited 
as the ‘‘Human Trafficking Reporting Act of 
2013’’. 

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following: 
(1) Human trafficking is a form of modern-day 

slavery. 
(2) According to the Trafficking Victims Pro-

tection Act of 2000 ‘‘severe forms of trafficking 
in persons’’ means— 

(A) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex 
act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in 
which the person induced to perform such act 
has not attained 18 years of age; or 

(B) the recruitment, harboring, transpor-
tation, provision, or obtaining of a person for 
labor or services, through the use of force, 
fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection 
to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bond-
age, or slavery. 

(3) There is an acute need for better data col-
lection of incidents of human trafficking across 
the United States in order to effectively combat 
severe forms of trafficking in persons. 

(4) The State Department’s 2012 Trafficking in 
Persons report found that— 

(A) the United States is a ‘‘source, transit and 
destination country for men, women, and chil-
dren, subjected to forced labor, debt bondage, 
domestic servitude and sex trafficking,’’; and 

(B) the United States needs to ‘‘improve data 
collection on human trafficking cases at the fed-
eral, state and local levels’’. 

(5) The International Organization for Migra-
tion has reported that in order to effectively 
combat human trafficking there must be reliable 
and standardized data, however, the following 
barriers for data collection exist: 

(A) The illicit and underground nature of 
human trafficking. 

(B) The reluctance of victims to share infor-
mation with authorities. 

(C) Insufficient human trafficking data collec-
tion and research efforts by governments world-
wide. 

(6) A 2009 report to the Department of Health 
and Human Services entitled Human Traf-
ficking Into and Within the United States: A 
Review of the Literature found that ‘‘the data 
and methodologies for estimating the prevalence 
of human trafficking globally and nationally 
are not well developed, and therefore estimates 
have varied widely and changed significantly 
over time’’. 

(7) The Federal Bureau of Investigation com-
piles national crime statistics through the Uni-
form Crime Reporting Program. 

(8) Under current law, State and local govern-
ments receiving Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance grants are required to share data on 
part 1 violent crimes with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for inclusion in the Uniform Crime 
Reporting Program. 

(9) The addition of severe forms of trafficking 
in persons to the definition of part 1 violent 
crimes will ensure that statistics on this heinous 

crime will be compiled and available through the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform 
Crime Report. 

(c) HUMAN TRAFFICKING TO BE INCLUDED IN 
PART 1 VIOLENT CRIMES FOR PURPOSES OF 
BYRNE GRANTS.—Section 505 of the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 3755) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(i) PART 1 VIOLENT CRIMES TO INCLUDE 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘part 1 violent crimes’ shall in-
clude severe forms of trafficking in persons, as 
defined in section 103(8) of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102(8)).’’. 
SEC. 1120. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act may be construed to au-
thorize the deployment, procurement, or con-
struction of fencing along the Northern border. 
SEC. 1121. LIMITATIONS ON DANGEROUS DEPOR-

TATION PRACTICES. 

(a) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, and every 
180 days thereafter, the Secretary, except as pro-
vided in paragraph (2), shall submit written cer-
tification to Congress that the Department has 
only deported or otherwise removed a migrant 
from the United States through an entry or exit 
point on the Southern border during daylight 
hours. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The certification required 
under paragraph (1) shall not apply to the de-
portation or removal of a migrant otherwise de-
scribed in that paragraph if— 

(A) the manner of the deportation or removal 
is justified by a compelling governmental inter-
est; 

(B) the manner of the deportation or removal 
is in accordance with an applicable Local Ar-
rangement for the Repatriation of Mexican Na-
tionals entered into by the appropriate Mexican 
Consulate; or 

(C) the migrant is not an unaccompanied 
minor and the migrant— 

(i) is deported or removed through an entry or 
exit point in the same sector as the place where 
the migrant was apprehended; or 

(ii) agrees to be deported or removed in such 
manner after being notified of the intended 
manner of deportation or removal. 

(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress a study of the Alien Transfer Exit Pro-
gram, which shall include— 

(1) the specific locations on the Southern bor-
der where lateral repatriations have occurred 
during the 1-year period preceding the submis-
sion of the study; 

(2) the performance measures developed by 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection to deter-
mine if the Alien Transfer Exit Program is deter-
ring migrants from repeatedly crossing the bor-
der or otherwise reducing recidivism; and 

(3) the consideration given, if any, to the rates 
of violent crime and the availability of infra-
structure and social services in Mexico near 
such locations. 

(c) PROHIBITION ON CONFISCATION OF PROP-
ERTY.—Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, lawful, nonperishable belongings of a mi-
grant that are confiscated by personnel oper-
ating under Federal authority shall be returned 
to the migrant before repatriation, to the extent 
practicable. 

TITLE II—IMMIGRANT VISAS 
Subtitle A—Registration and Adjustment of 

Registered Provisional Immigrants 
SEC. 2101. REGISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMI-

GRANT STATUS. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Chapter 5 of title II (8 
U.S.C. 1255 et seq.) is amended by inserting after 
section 245A the following: 

‘‘SEC. 245B. ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS OF ELIGI-
BLE ENTRANTS BEFORE DECEMBER 
31, 2011, TO THAT OF REGISTERED 
PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity (referred to in this section and in sections 
245C through 245F as the ‘Secretary’), after con-
ducting the national security and law enforce-
ment clearances required under subsection 
(c)(8), may grant registered provisional immi-
grant status to an alien who— 

‘‘(1) meets the eligibility requirements set forth 
in subsection (b); 

‘‘(2) submits a completed application before 
the end of the period set forth in subsection 
(c)(3); and 

‘‘(3) has paid the fee required under sub-
section (c)(10)(A) and the penalty required 
under subsection (c)(10)(C), if applicable. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien is not eligible for 

registered provisional immigrant status unless 
the alien establishes, by a preponderance of the 
evidence, that the alien meets the requirements 
set forth in this subsection. 

‘‘(2) PHYSICAL PRESENCE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The alien— 
‘‘(i) shall be physically present in the United 

States on the date on which the alien submits 
an application for registered provisional immi-
grant status; 

‘‘(ii) shall have been physically present in the 
United States on or before December 31, 2011; 
and 

‘‘(iii) shall have maintained continuous phys-
ical presence in the United States from Decem-
ber 31, 2011, until the date on which the alien is 
granted status as a registered provisional immi-
grant under this section. 

‘‘(B) BREAK IN PHYSICAL PRESENCE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), an alien who is absent from the 
United States without authorization after the 
date of the enactment of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act does not meet the continuous 
physical presence requirement set forth in sub-
paragraph (A)(iii). 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—An alien who departed from 
the United States after December 31, 2011, will 
not be considered to have failed to maintain 
continuous presence in the United States if the 
alien’s absences from the United States are 
brief, casual, and innocent whether or not such 
absences were authorized by the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) GROUNDS FOR INELIGIBILITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

paragraph (B), an alien is ineligible for reg-
istered provisional immigrant status if the Sec-
retary determines that the alien— 

‘‘(i) has a conviction for— 
‘‘(I) an offense classified as a felony in the 

convicting jurisdiction (other than a State or 
local offense for which an essential element was 
the alien’s immigration status or a violation of 
this Act); 

‘‘(II) an aggravated felony (as defined in sec-
tion 101(a)(43) at the time of the conviction); 

‘‘(III) 3 or more misdemeanor offenses (other 
than minor traffic offenses or State or local of-
fenses for which an essential element was the 
alien’s immigration status or violations of this 
Act) if the alien was convicted on different 
dates for each of the 3 offenses; 

‘‘(IV) any offense under foreign law, except 
for a purely political offense, which, if the of-
fense had been committed in the United States, 
would render the alien inadmissible under sec-
tion 212(a) (excluding the paragraphs set forth 
in clause (ii)) or removable under section 237(a), 
except as provided in paragraph (3) of section 
237(a); 

‘‘(V) unlawful voting (as defined in section 
237(a)(6)); 

‘‘(ii) is inadmissible under section 212(a), ex-
cept that in determining an alien’s inadmis-
sibility— 
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‘‘(I) paragraphs (4), (5), (7), and (9)(B) of sec-

tion 212(a) shall not apply; 
‘‘(II) subparagraphs (A), (C), (D), (F), and 

(G) of section 212(a)(6) and paragraphs (9)(C) 
and (10)(B) of section 212(a) shall not apply un-
less based on the act of unlawfully entering the 
United States after the date of the enactment of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act; and 

‘‘(III) paragraphs (6)(B) and (9)(A) of section 
212(a) shall not apply unless the relevant con-
duct began on or after the date on which the 
alien files an application for registered provi-
sional immigrant status under this section; 

‘‘(iii) is an alien who the Secretary knows or 
has reasonable grounds to believe, is engaged in 
or is likely to engage after entry in any terrorist 
activity (as defined in section 212(a)(3)(B)(iv)); 
or 

‘‘(iv) was, on April 16, 2013— 
‘‘(I) an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 

residence; 
‘‘(II) an alien admitted as a refugee under sec-

tion 207 or granted asylum under section 208; or 
‘‘(III) an alien who, according to the records 

of the Secretary or the Secretary of State, is 
lawfully present in the United States in any 
nonimmigrant status (other than an alien con-
sidered to be a nonimmigrant solely due to the 
application of section 244(f)(4) or the amend-
ment made by section 702 of the Consolidated 
Natural Resources Act of 2008 (Public Law 110– 
229)), notwithstanding any unauthorized em-
ployment or other violation of nonimmigrant 
status. 

‘‘(B) WAIVER.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may waive 

the application of subparagraph (A)(i)(III) or 
any provision of section 212(a) that is not listed 
in clause (ii) on behalf of an alien for humani-
tarian purposes, to ensure family unity, or if 
such a waiver is otherwise in the public interest. 
Any discretionary authority to waive grounds of 
inadmissibility under section 212(a) conferred 
under any other provision of this Act shall 
apply equally to aliens seeking registered provi-
sional status under this section. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTIONS.—The discretionary author-
ity under clause (i) may not be used to waive— 

‘‘(I) subparagraph (B), (C), (D)(ii), (E), (G), 
(H), or (I) of section 212(a)(2); 

‘‘(II) section 212(a)(3); 
‘‘(III) subparagraph (A), (C), (D), or (E) of 

section 212(a)(10); or 
‘‘(IV) with respect to misrepresentations relat-

ing to the application for registered provisional 
immigrant status, section 212(a)(6)(C)(i). 

‘‘(C) CONVICTION EXPLAINED.—For purposes of 
this paragraph, the term ‘conviction’ does not 
include a judgment that has been expunged, set 
aside, or the equivalent. 

‘‘(D) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
paragraph may be construed to require the Sec-
retary to commence removal proceedings against 
an alien. 

‘‘(4) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.— 
Sections 208(d)(6) and 240B(d) shall not apply to 
any alien filing an application for registered 
provisional immigrant status under this section. 

‘‘(5) DEPENDENT SPOUSE AND CHILDREN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, the Secretary may classify the 
spouse or child of a registered provisional immi-
grant as a registered provisional immigrant de-
pendent if the spouse or child— 

‘‘(i) was physically present in the United 
States on or before December 31, 2012, and has 
maintained continuous presence in the United 
States from that date until the date on which 
the registered provisional immigrant is granted 
such status, with the exception of absences from 
the United States that are brief, casual, and in-
nocent, whether or not such absences were au-
thorized by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) meets all of the eligibility requirements 
set forth in this subsection, other than the re-
quirements of clause (ii) or (iii) of paragraph 
(2)(A). 

‘‘(B) EFFECT OF TERMINATION OF LEGAL RELA-
TIONSHIP OR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.—If the spous-
al or parental relationship between an alien 
who is granted registered provisional immigrant 
status under this section and the alien’s spouse 
or child is terminated due to death or divorce or 
the spouse or child has been battered or sub-
jected to extreme cruelty by the alien (regardless 
of whether the legal relationship terminates), 
the spouse or child may apply for classification 
as a registered provisional immigrant. 

‘‘(C) EFFECT OF DISQUALIFICATION OF PAR-
ENT.—Notwithstanding subsection (c)(3), if the 
application of a spouse or parent for registered 
provisional immigrant status is terminated or re-
voked, the husband, wife, or child of that 
spouse or parent shall be eligible to apply for 
registered provisional immigrant status inde-
pendent of the parent or spouse. 

‘‘(c) APPLICATION PROCEDURES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien, or the dependent 

spouse or child of such alien, who meets the eli-
gibility requirements set forth in subsection (b) 
may apply for status as a registered provisional 
immigrant or a registered provisional immigrant 
dependent, as applicable, by submitting a com-
pleted application form to the Secretary during 
the application period set forth in paragraph 
(3), in accordance with the final rule promul-
gated by the Secretary under the Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act. An applicant for registered 
provisional immigrant status shall be treated as 
an applicant for admission. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENT OF TAXES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien may not file an 

application for registered provisional immigrant 
status under paragraph (1) unless the applicant 
has satisfied any applicable Federal tax liabil-
ity. 

‘‘(B) DEFINITION OF APPLICABLE FEDERAL TAX 
LIABILITY.—In this paragraph, the term ‘appli-
cable Federal tax liability’ means all Federal in-
come taxes assessed in accordance with section 
6203 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(C) DEMONSTRATION OF COMPLIANCE.—An 
applicant may demonstrate compliance with this 
paragraph by submitting appropriate docu-
mentation, in accordance with regulations pro-
mulgated by the Secretary, in consultation with 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION PERIOD.— 
‘‘(A) INITIAL PERIOD.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Secretary may only ac-
cept applications for registered provisional im-
migrant status from aliens in the United States 
during the 1-year period beginning on the date 
on which the final rule is published in the Fed-
eral Register pursuant to paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) EXTENSION.—If the Secretary determines, 
during the initial period described in subpara-
graph (A), that additional time is required to 
process applications for registered provisional 
immigrant status or for other good cause, the 
Secretary may extend the period for accepting 
applications for such status for an additional 18 
months. 

‘‘(4) APPLICATION FORM.— 
‘‘(A) REQUIRED INFORMATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The application form re-

ferred to in paragraph (1) shall collect such in-
formation as the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary and appropriate, including, for the pur-
pose of understanding immigration trends— 

‘‘(I) an explanation of how, when, and where 
the alien entered the United States; 

‘‘(II) the country in which the alien resided 
before entering the United States; and 

‘‘(III) other demographic information specified 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) PRIVACY PROTECTIONS.—Information de-
scribed in subclauses (I) through (III) of clause 
(i), which shall be provided anonymously by the 
applicant on the application form referred to in 
paragraph (1), shall be subject to the same con-
fidentiality provisions as those set forth in sec-
tion 9 of title 13, United States Code. 

‘‘(iii) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit a 
report to Congress that contains a summary of 

the statistical data about immigration trends 
collected pursuant to clause (i). 

‘‘(B) FAMILY APPLICATION.—The Secretary 
shall establish a process through which an alien 
may submit a single application under this sec-
tion on behalf of the alien, his or her spouse, 
and his or her children who are residing in the 
United States. 

‘‘(C) INTERVIEW.—The Secretary may inter-
view applicants for registered provisional immi-
grant status under this section to determine 
whether they meet the eligibility requirements 
set forth in subsection (b). 

‘‘(5) ALIENS APPREHENDED BEFORE OR DURING 
THE APPLICATION PERIOD.—If an alien who is 
apprehended during the period beginning on the 
date of the enactment of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act and the end of the application 
period described in paragraph (3) appears prima 
facie eligible for registered provisional immi-
grant status, to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary, the Secretary— 

‘‘(A) shall provide the alien with a reasonable 
opportunity to file an application under this 
section during such application period; and 

‘‘(B) may not remove the individual until a 
final administrative determination is made on 
the application. 

‘‘(6) ELIGIBILITY AFTER DEPARTURE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien who departed 

from the United States while subject to an order 
of exclusion, deportation, or removal, or pursu-
ant to an order of voluntary departure and who 
is outside of the United States, or who has reen-
tered the United States illegally after December 
31, 2011 without receiving the Secretary’s con-
sent to reapply for admission under section 
212(a)(9), shall not be eligible to file an applica-
tion for registered provisional immigrant status. 

‘‘(B) WAIVER.—The Secretary, in the Sec-
retary’s sole and unreviewable discretion, sub-
ject to subparagraph (D), may waive the appli-
cation of subparagraph (A) on behalf of an 
alien if the alien— 

‘‘(i) is the spouse or child of a United States 
citizen or lawful permanent resident; 

‘‘(ii) is the parent of a child who is a United 
States citizen or lawful permanent resident; 

‘‘(iii) meets the requirements set forth in 
clauses (ii) and (iii) of section 245D(b)(1)(A); or 

‘‘(iv) meets the requirements set forth in sec-
tion 245D(b)(1)(A)(ii), is 16 years or older on the 
date on which the alien applies for registered 
provisional immigrant status, and was phys-
ically present in the United States for an aggre-
gate period of not less than 3 years during the 
6-year period immediately preceding the date of 
the enactment of the Border Security, Economic 
Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization 
Act. 

‘‘(C) ELIGIBILITY.—Subject to subparagraph 
(D) and notwithstanding subsection (b)(2), sec-
tion 241(a)(5), or a prior order of exclusion, de-
portation, or removal, an alien described in sub-
paragraph (B) who is otherwise eligible for reg-
istered provisional immigrant status may file an 
application for such status. 

‘‘(D) CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS TO NOTICE AND 
CONSULTATION.—Prior to applying, or exer-
cising, any authority under this paragraph, or 
ruling upon an application allowed under sub-
paragraph (C) the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) determine whether or not an alien de-
scribed under subparagraph (B) or (C) has a 
conviction for any criminal offense; 

‘‘(ii) in consultation with the agency that 
prosecuted the criminal offense under clause (i), 
if the agency, in the sole discretion of the agen-
cy, is willing to cooperate with the Secretary, 
make all reasonable efforts to identify each vic-
tim of a crime for which an alien determined to 
be a criminal under clause (i) has a conviction; 

‘‘(iii) in consultation with the agency that 
prosecuted the criminal offense under clause (i), 
if the agency, in the sole discretion of the agen-
cy, is willing to cooperate with the Secretary, 
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make all reasonable efforts to provide each vic-
tim identified under clause (ii) with written no-
tice that the alien is being considered for a 
waiver under this paragraph, specifying in such 
notice that the victim may— 

‘‘(I) take no further action; 
‘‘(II) request written notification by the Sec-

retary of any subsequent application for waiver 
filed by the criminal alien under this paragraph 
and of the final determination of the Secretary 
regarding such application; or 

‘‘(III) not later than 60 days after the date on 
which the victim receives written notice under 
this clause, request a consultation with the Sec-
retary relating to whether the application of the 
offender should be granted and if the victim 
cannot be located or if no response is received 
from the victim within the designated time pe-
riod, the Secretary shall proceed with adjudica-
tion of the application; and 

‘‘(iv) at the request of a victim under clause 
(iii), consult with the victim to determine wheth-
er or not the Secretary should, in the case of an 
alien who is determined under clause (i) to have 
a conviction for any criminal offense, exercise 
waiver authority for an alien described under 
subparagraph (B), or grant the application of 
an alien described under subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(E) CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHT TO INTERVEN-
TION.—In addition to the victim notification and 
consultation provided for in subparagraph (D), 
the Secretary shall allow the victim of a crimi-
nal alien described under subparagraph (B) or 
(C) to request consultation regarding, or notice 
of, any application for waiver filed by the crimi-
nal alien under this paragraph, including the 
final determination of the Secretary regarding 
such application. 

‘‘(F) CONFIDENTIALITY PROTECTIONS FOR 
CRIME VICTIMS.—The Secretary and the Attor-
ney General may not make an adverse deter-
mination of admissibility or deportability of any 
alien who is a victim and not lawfully present 
in the United States based solely on information 
supplied or derived in the process of identifica-
tion, notification, or consultation under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(G) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30 of each fiscal year in which the Sec-
retary exercises authority under this paragraph 
to rule upon the application of a criminal of-
fender allowed under subparagraph (C), the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the Senate and the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives a 
report detailing the execution of the victim iden-
tification and notification process required 
under subparagraph (D), which shall include— 

‘‘(i) the total number of criminal offenders 
who have filed an application under subpara-
graph (C) and the crimes committed by such of-
fenders; 

‘‘(ii) the total number of criminal offenders 
whose application under subparagraph (C) has 
been granted and the crimes committed by such 
offenders; and 

‘‘(iii) the total number of victims of criminal 
offenders under clause (ii) who were not pro-
vided with written notice of the offender’s appli-
cation and the crimes committed against the vic-
tims. 

‘‘(H) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘victim’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 503(e) of the Victims’ Rights and Restitu-
tion Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 10607(e)). 

‘‘(7) SUSPENSION OF REMOVAL DURING APPLICA-
TION PERIOD.— 

‘‘(A) PROTECTION FROM DETENTION OR RE-
MOVAL.—A registered provisional immigrant 
may not be detained by the Secretary or re-
moved from the United States, unless— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary determines that— 
‘‘(I) such alien is, or has become, ineligible for 

registered provisional immigrant status under 
subsection (b)(3); or 

‘‘(II) the alien’s registered provisional immi-
grant status has been revoked under subsection 
(d)(2). 

‘‘(B) ALIENS IN REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of this Act— 

‘‘(i) if the Secretary determines that an alien, 
during the period beginning on the date of the 
enactment of this section and ending on the last 
day of the application period described in para-
graph (3), is in removal, deportation, or exclu-
sion proceedings before the Executive Office for 
Immigration Review and is prima facie eligible 
for registered provisional immigrant status 
under this section— 

‘‘(I) the Secretary shall provide the alien with 
the opportunity to file an application for such 
status; and 

‘‘(II) upon motion by the Secretary and with 
the consent of the alien or upon motion by the 
alien, the Executive Office for Immigration Re-
view shall— 

‘‘(aa) terminate such proceedings without 
prejudice to future proceedings on any basis; 
and 

‘‘(bb) provide the alien a reasonable oppor-
tunity to apply for such status; and 

‘‘(ii) if the Executive Office for Immigration 
Review determines that an alien, during the pe-
riod beginning on the date of the enactment of 
this section and ending on the last day of the 
application period described in paragraph (3), is 
in removal, deportation, or exclusion pro-
ceedings before the Executive Office for Immi-
gration Review and is prima facie eligible for 
registered provisional immigrant status under 
this section— 

‘‘(I) the Executive Office of Immigration Re-
view shall notify the Secretary of such deter-
mination; and 

‘‘(II) if the Secretary does not dispute the de-
termination of prima facie eligibility within 7 
days after such notification, the Executive Of-
fice for Immigration Review, upon consent of 
the alien, shall— 

‘‘(aa) terminate such proceedings without 
prejudice to future proceedings on any basis; 
and 

‘‘(bb) permit the alien a reasonable oppor-
tunity to apply for such status. 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN ALIENS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If an alien who meets the 

eligibility requirements set forth in subsection 
(b) is present in the United States and has been 
ordered excluded, deported, or removed, or or-
dered to depart voluntarily from the United 
States under any provision of this Act— 

‘‘(I) notwithstanding such order or section 
241(a)(5), the alien may apply for registered pro-
visional immigrant status under this section; 
and 

‘‘(II) if the alien is granted such status, the 
alien shall file a motion to reopen the exclusion, 
deportation, removal, or voluntary departure 
order, which motion shall be granted unless 1 or 
more of the grounds of ineligibility is established 
by clear and convincing evidence. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATIONS ON MOTIONS TO REOPEN.— 
The limitations on motions to reopen set forth in 
section 240(c)(7) shall not apply to motions filed 
under clause (i)(II). 

‘‘(D) PERIOD PENDING ADJUDICATION OF APPLI-
CATION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—During the period begin-
ning on the date on which an alien applies for 
registered provisional immigrant status under 
paragraph (1) and the date on which the Sec-
retary makes a final decision regarding such ap-
plication, the alien— 

‘‘(I) may receive advance parole to reenter the 
United States if urgent humanitarian cir-
cumstances compel such travel; 

‘‘(II) may not be detained by the Secretary or 
removed from the United States unless the Sec-
retary makes a prima facie determination that 
such alien is, or has become, ineligible for reg-
istered provisional immigrant status under sub-
section (b)(3); 

‘‘(III) shall not be considered unlawfully 
present for purposes of section 212(a)(9)(B); and 

‘‘(IV) shall not be considered an unauthorized 
alien (as defined in section 274A(h)(3)). 

‘‘(ii) EVIDENCE OF APPLICATION FILING.—As 
soon as practicable after receiving each applica-
tion for registered provisional immigrant status, 
the Secretary shall provide the applicant with a 
document acknowledging the receipt of such ap-
plication. 

‘‘(iii) CONTINUING EMPLOYMENT.—An employer 
who knows that an alien employee is an appli-
cant for registered provisional immigrant status 
or will apply for such status once the applica-
tion period commences is not in violation of sec-
tion 274A(a)(2) if the employer continues to em-
ploy the alien pending the adjudication of the 
alien employee’s application. 

‘‘(iv) EFFECT OF DEPARTURE.—Section 101(g) 
shall not apply to an alien granted— 

‘‘(I) advance parole under clause (i)(I) to re-
enter the United States; or 

‘‘(II) registered provisional immigrant status. 
‘‘(8) SECURITY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT CLEAR-

ANCES.— 
‘‘(A) BIOMETRIC AND BIOGRAPHIC DATA.—The 

Secretary may not grant registered provisional 
immigrant status to an alien or an alien depend-
ent spouse or child under this section unless 
such alien submits biometric and biographic 
data in accordance with procedures established 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURES.—The Sec-
retary shall provide an alternative procedure for 
applicants who cannot provide the biometric 
data required under subparagraph (A) because 
of a physical impairment. 

‘‘(C) CLEARANCES.— 
‘‘(i) DATA COLLECTION.—The Secretary shall 

collect, from each alien applying for status 
under this section, biometric, biographic, and 
other data that the Secretary determines to be 
appropriate— 

‘‘(I) to conduct national security and law en-
forcement clearances; and 

‘‘(II) to determine whether there are any na-
tional security or law enforcement factors that 
would render an alien ineligible for such status. 

‘‘(ii) ADDITIONAL SECURITY SCREENING.—The 
Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State and other interagency partners, shall con-
duct an additional security screening upon de-
termining, in the Secretary’s opinion based 
upon information related to national security, 
that an alien or alien dependent spouse or child 
is or was a citizen or long-term resident of a re-
gion or country known to pose a threat, or that 
contains groups or organizations that pose a 
threat, to the national security of the United 
States. 

‘‘(iii) PREREQUISITE.—The required clearances 
and screenings described in clauses (i)(I) and 
(ii) shall be completed before the alien may be 
granted registered provisional immigrant status. 

‘‘(9) DURATION OF STATUS AND EXTENSION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The initial period of au-

thorized admission for a registered provisional 
immigrant— 

‘‘(i) shall remain valid for 6 years unless re-
voked pursuant to subsection (d)(2); and 

‘‘(ii) may be extended for additional 6-year 
terms if— 

‘‘(I) the alien remains eligible for registered 
provisional immigrant status; 

‘‘(II) the alien meets the employment require-
ments set forth in subparagraph (B); 

‘‘(III) the alien has successfully passed back-
ground checks that are equivalent to the back-
ground checks described in section 
245D(b)(1)(E); and 

‘‘(IV) such status was not revoked by the Sec-
retary for any reason. 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYMENT OR EDUCATION REQUIRE-
MENT.—Except as provided in subparagraphs 
(D) and (E) of section 245C(b)(3), an alien may 
not be granted an extension of registered provi-
sional immigrant status under this paragraph 
unless the alien establishes that, during the 
alien’s period of status as a registered provi-
sional immigrant, the alien— 

‘‘(i)(I) was regularly employed throughout the 
period of admission as a registered provisional 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 6333 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4107 June 11, 2013 
immigrant, allowing for brief periods lasting not 
more than 60 days; and 

‘‘(II) is not likely to become a public charge 
(as determined under section 212(a)(4)); or 

‘‘(ii) is able to demonstrate average income or 
resources that are not less than 100 percent of 
the Federal poverty level throughout the period 
of admission as a registered provisional immi-
grant. 

‘‘(C) PAYMENT OF TAXES.—An applicant may 
not be granted an extension of registered provi-
sional immigrant status under subparagraph 
(A)(ii) unless the applicant has satisfied any ap-
plicable Federal tax liability in accordance with 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(10) FEES AND PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(A) STANDARD PROCESSING FEE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Aliens who are 16 years of 

age or older and are applying for registered pro-
visional immigrant status under paragraph (1), 
or for an extension of such status under para-
graph (9)(A)(ii), shall pay a processing fee to 
the Department of Homeland Security in an 
amount determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) RECOVERY OF COSTS.—The processing fee 
authorized under clause (i) shall be set at a level 
that is sufficient to recover the full costs of 
processing the application, including any costs 
incurred— 

‘‘(I) to adjudicate the application; 
‘‘(II) to take and process biometrics; 
‘‘(III) to perform national security and crimi-

nal checks, including adjudication; 
‘‘(IV) to prevent and investigate fraud; and 
‘‘(V) to administer the collection of such fee. 
‘‘(iii) AUTHORITY TO LIMIT FEES.—The Sec-

retary, by regulation, may— 
‘‘(I) limit the maximum processing fee payable 

under this subparagraph by a family, including 
spouses and unmarried children younger than 
21 years of age; and 

‘‘(II) exempt defined classes of individuals, in-
cluding individuals described in section 
245B(c)(13), from the payment of the fee author-
ized under clause (i). 

‘‘(B) DEPOSIT AND USE OF PROCESSING FEES.— 
Fees collected under subparagraph (A)(i)— 

‘‘(i) shall be deposited into the Immigration 
Examinations Fee Account pursuant to section 
286(m); and 

‘‘(ii) shall remain available until expended 
pursuant to section 286(n). 

‘‘(C) PENALTY.— 
‘‘(i) PAYMENT.—In addition to the processing 

fee required under subparagraph (A), aliens not 
described in section 245D(b)(A)(ii) who are 21 
years of age or older and are filing an applica-
tion under this subsection shall pay a $1,000 
penalty to the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

‘‘(ii) INSTALLMENTS.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a process for collecting payments re-
quired under clause (i) that permits the penalty 
under that clause to be paid in periodic install-
ments that shall be completed before the alien 
may be granted an extension of status under 
paragraph (9)(A)(ii). 

‘‘(iii) DEPOSIT.—Penalties collected pursuant 
to this subparagraph shall be deposited into the 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform Trust Fund 
established under section 6(a)(1) of the Border 
Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigra-
tion Modernization Act. 

‘‘(11) ADJUDICATION.— 
‘‘(A) FAILURE TO SUBMIT SUFFICIENT EVI-

DENCE.—The Secretary shall deny an applica-
tion submitted by an alien who fails to submit— 

‘‘(i) requested initial evidence, including re-
quested biometric data; or 

‘‘(ii) any requested additional evidence by the 
date required by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) AMENDED APPLICATION.—An alien whose 
application for registered provisional immigrant 
status is denied under subparagraph (A) may 
file an amended application for such status to 
the Secretary if the amended application— 

‘‘(i) is filed within the application period de-
scribed in paragraph (3); and 

‘‘(ii) contains all the required information and 
fees that were missing from the initial applica-
tion. 

‘‘(12) EVIDENCE OF REGISTERED PROVISIONAL 
IMMIGRANT STATUS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall issue 
documentary evidence of registered provisional 
immigrant status to each alien whose applica-
tion for such status has been approved. 

‘‘(B) DOCUMENTATION FEATURES.—Documen-
tary evidence provided under subparagraph 
(A)— 

‘‘(i) shall be machine-readable and tamper-re-
sistant, and shall contain a digitized photo-
graph; 

‘‘(ii) shall, during the alien’s authorized pe-
riod of admission, and any extension of such 
authorized admission, serve as a valid travel 
and entry document for the purpose of applying 
for admission to the United States; 

‘‘(iii) may be accepted during the period of its 
validity by an employer as evidence of employ-
ment authorization and identity under section 
274A(b)(1)(B); 

‘‘(iv) shall indicate that the alien is author-
ized to work in the United States for up to 3 
years; and 

‘‘(v) shall include such other features and in-
formation as may be prescribed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(13) DACA RECIPIENTS.—Unless the Sec-
retary determines that an alien who was grant-
ed Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (re-
ferred to in this paragraph as ‘DACA’) pursuant 
to the Secretary’s memorandum of June 15, 2012, 
has engaged in conduct since the alien was 
granted DACA that would make the alien ineli-
gible for registered provisional immigrant status, 
the Secretary may grant such status to the alien 
if renewed national security and law enforce-
ment clearances have been completed on behalf 
of the alien. 

‘‘(d) TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF REGISTERED 
PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT STATUS.— 

‘‘(1) CONDITIONS OF REGISTERED PROVISIONAL 
IMMIGRANT STATUS.— 

‘‘(A) EMPLOYMENT.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, including section 
241(a)(7), a registered provisional immigrant 
shall be authorized to be employed in the United 
States while in such status. 

‘‘(B) TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES.—A 
registered provisional immigrant may travel out-
side of the United States and may be admitted, 
if otherwise admissible, upon returning to the 
United States without having to obtain a visa 
if— 

‘‘(i) the alien is in possession of— 
‘‘(I) valid, unexpired documentary evidence of 

registered provisional immigrant status that 
complies with subsection (c)(12); or 

‘‘(II) a travel document, duly approved by the 
Secretary, that was issued to the alien after the 
alien’s original documentary evidence was lost, 
stolen, or destroyed; 

‘‘(ii) the alien’s absence from the United 
States did not exceed 180 days, unless the alien’s 
failure to timely return was due to extenuating 
circumstances beyond the alien’s control; 

‘‘(iii) the alien meets the requirements for an 
extension as described in subclauses (I) and (III) 
of paragraph (9)(A); and 

‘‘(iv) the alien establishes that the alien is not 
inadmissible under subparagraph (A)(i), (A)(iii), 
(B), or (C) of section 212(a)(3). 

‘‘(C) ADMISSION.—An alien granted registered 
provisional immigrant status under this section 
shall be considered to have been admitted and 
lawfully present in the United States in such 
status as of the date on which the alien’s appli-
cation was filed. 

‘‘(D) CLARIFICATION OF STATUS.—An alien 
granted registered provisional immigrant sta-
tus— 

‘‘(i) is lawfully admitted to the United States; 
and 

‘‘(ii) may not be classified as a nonimmigrant 
or as an alien who has been lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence. 

‘‘(2) REVOCATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may revoke 

the status of a registered provisional immigrant 
at any time after providing appropriate notice to 
the alien, and after the exhaustion or waiver of 
all applicable administrative review procedures 
under section 245E(c), if the alien— 

‘‘(i) no longer meets the eligibility require-
ments set forth in subsection (b); 

‘‘(ii) knowingly used documentation issued 
under this section for an unlawful or fraudulent 
purpose; 

‘‘(iii) is convicted of fraudulently claiming or 
receiving a Federal means-tested benefit (as de-
fined and implemented in section 403 of the Per-
sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1613)) after 
being granted registered provisional immigrant 
status; or 

‘‘(iv) was absent from the United States— 
‘‘(I) for any single period longer than 180 days 

in violation of the requirements set forth in 
paragraph (1)(B)(ii); or 

‘‘(II) for more than 180 days in the aggregate 
during any calendar year, unless the alien’s 
failure to timely return was due to extenuating 
circumstances beyond the alien’s control. 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE.—In determining 
whether to revoke an alien’s status under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary may require the 
alien— 

‘‘(i) to submit additional evidence; or 
‘‘(ii) to appear for an interview. 
‘‘(C) INVALIDATION OF DOCUMENTATION.—If 

an alien’s registered provisional immigrant sta-
tus is revoked under subparagraph (A), any 
documentation issued by the Secretary to such 
alien under subsection (c)(12) shall automati-
cally be rendered invalid for any purpose except 
for departure from the United States. 

‘‘(3) INELIGIBILITY FOR PUBLIC BENEFITS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien who has been 

granted registered provisional immigrant status 
under this section is not eligible for any Federal 
means-tested public benefit (as defined and im-
plemented in section 403 of the Personal Respon-
sibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation 
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1613)). 

‘‘(B) AUDITS.—The Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall conduct regular audits to 
ensure that registered provisional immigrants 
are not fraudulently receiving any of the bene-
fits described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(4) TREATMENT OF REGISTERED PROVISIONAL 
IMMIGRANTS.—A noncitizen granted registered 
provisional immigrant status under this section 
shall be considered lawfully present in the 
United States for all purposes while such non-
citizen remains in such status, except that the 
noncitizen— 

‘‘(A) is not entitled to the premium assistance 
tax credit authorized under section 36B of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for his or her 
coverage; 

‘‘(B) shall be subject to the rules applicable to 
individuals not lawfully present that are set 
forth in subsection (e) of such section; 

‘‘(C) shall be subject to the rules applicable to 
individuals not lawfully present that are set 
forth in section 1402(e) of the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18071); and 

‘‘(D) shall be subject to the rules applicable to 
individuals not lawfully present set forth in sec-
tion 5000A(d)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

‘‘(5) ASSIGNMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY NUM-
BER.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commissioner of So-
cial Security, in coordination with the Sec-
retary, shall implement a system to allow for the 
assignment of a Social Security number and the 
issuance of a Social Security card to each alien 
who has been granted registered provisional im-
migrant status under this section. 

‘‘(B) USE OF INFORMATION.—The Secretary 
shall provide the Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity with information from the applications filed 
by aliens granted registered provisional immi-
grant status under this section and such other 
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information as the Commissioner determines to 
be necessary to assign a Social Security account 
number to such aliens. The Commissioner may 
use information received from the Secretary 
under this subparagraph to assign Social Secu-
rity account numbers to such aliens and to ad-
minister the programs of the Social Security Ad-
ministration. The Commissioner may maintain, 
use, and disclose such information only as per-
mitted under section 552a of title 5, United 
States Code (commonly known as the Privacy 
Act of 1974) and other applicable Federal laws. 

‘‘(e) DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON REG-
ISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT PROGRAM.—As 
soon as practicable after the date of the enact-
ment of the Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization Act, the 
Secretary, in cooperation with entities approved 
by the Secretary, and in accordance with a plan 
adopted by the Secretary, shall broadly dissemi-
nate, in the most common languages spoken by 
aliens who would qualify for registered provi-
sional immigrant status under this section, to 
television, radio, print, and social media to 
which such aliens would likely have access— 

‘‘(1) the procedures for applying for such sta-
tus; 

‘‘(2) the terms and conditions of such status; 
and 

‘‘(3) the eligibility requirements for such sta-
tus.’’. 

(b) ENLISTMENT IN THE ARMED FORCES.—Sec-
tion 504(b)(1) of title 10, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(D) An alien who has been granted reg-
istered provisional immigrant status under sec-
tion 245B of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act.’’. 
SEC. 2102. ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS OF REG-

ISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMI-
GRANTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 5 of title II (8 
U.S.C. 1255 et seq.) is amended by inserting after 
section 245B, as added by section 2101 of this 
title, the following: 
‘‘SEC. 245C. ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS OF REG-

ISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMI-
GRANTS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to section 245E(d) 
and section 2302(c)(3) of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act, the Secretary may adjust the 
status of a registered provisional immigrant to 
that of an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence if the registered provisional immi-
grant satisfies the eligibility requirements set 
forth in subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) REGISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT STA-

TUS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The alien was granted reg-

istered provisional immigrant status under sec-
tion 245B and remains eligible for such status. 

‘‘(B) CONTINUOUS PHYSICAL PRESENCE.—The 
alien establishes, to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary, that the alien was not continuously ab-
sent from the United States for more than 180 
days in any calendar year during the period of 
admission as a registered provisional immigrant, 
unless the alien’s absence was due to extenu-
ating circumstances beyond the alien’s control. 

‘‘(C) MAINTENANCE OF WAIVERS OF INADMIS-
SIBILITY.—The grounds of inadmissibility set 
forth in section 212(a) that were previously 
waived for the alien or made inapplicable under 
section 245B(b) shall not apply for purposes of 
the alien’s adjustment of status under this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(D) PENDING REVOCATION PROCEEDINGS.—If 
the Secretary has notified the applicant that the 
Secretary intends to revoke the applicant’s reg-
istered provisional immigrant status under sec-
tion 245B(d)(2)(A), the Secretary may not ap-
prove an application for adjustment of status 
under this section unless the Secretary makes a 
final determination not to revoke the applicant’s 
status. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENT OF TAXES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An applicant may not file 
an application for adjustment of status under 
this section unless the applicant has satisfied 
any applicable Federal tax liability. 

‘‘(B) DEFINITION OF APPLICABLE FEDERAL TAX 
LIABILITY.—In subparagraph (A), the term ‘ap-
plicable Federal tax liability’ means all Federal 
income taxes assessed in accordance with sec-
tion 6203 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
since the date on which the applicant was au-
thorized to work in the United States as a reg-
istered provisional immigrant under section 
245B(a). 

‘‘(C) COMPLIANCE.—The applicant may dem-
onstrate compliance with subparagraph (A) by 
submitting such documentation as the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, may require by regulation. 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

paragraphs (D) and (E), an alien applying for 
adjustment of status under this section shall es-
tablish that, during his or her period of status 
as a registered provisional immigrant, he or 
she— 

‘‘(i)(I) was regularly employed throughout the 
period of admission as a registered provisional 
immigrant, allowing for brief periods lasting not 
more than 60 days; and 

‘‘(II) is not likely to become a public charge 
(as determined under section 212(a)(4)); or 

‘‘(ii) can demonstrate average income or re-
sources that are not less than 125 percent of the 
Federal poverty level throughout the period of 
admission as a registered provisional immigrant. 

‘‘(B) EVIDENCE OF EMPLOYMENT.— 
‘‘(i) DOCUMENTS.—An alien may satisfy the 

employment requirement under subparagraph 
(A)(i) by submitting, to the Secretary, records 
that— 

‘‘(I) establish, by the preponderance of the 
evidence, compliance with such employment re-
quirement; and 

‘‘(II) have been maintained by the Social Se-
curity Administration, the Internal Revenue 
Service, or any other Federal, State, or local 
government agency. 

‘‘(ii) OTHER DOCUMENTS.—An alien who is un-
able to submit the records described in clause (i) 
may satisfy the employment or education re-
quirement under subparagraph (A) by submit-
ting to the Secretary at least 2 types of reliable 
documents not described in clause (i) that pro-
vide evidence of employment or education, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(I) bank records; 
‘‘(II) business records; 
‘‘(III) employer records; 
‘‘(IV) records of a labor union, day labor cen-

ter, or organization that assists workers in em-
ployment; 

‘‘(V) sworn affidavits from nonrelatives who 
have direct knowledge of the alien’s work or 
education, that contain— 

‘‘(aa) the name, address, and telephone num-
ber of the affiant; 

‘‘(bb) the nature and duration of the relation-
ship between the affiant and the alien; and 

‘‘(cc) other verification or information; 
‘‘(VI) remittance records; and 
‘‘(VII) school records from institutions de-

scribed in subparagraph (D). 
‘‘(iii) ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS AND RESTRIC-

TIONS.—The Secretary may— 
‘‘(I) designate additional documents that may 

be used to establish compliance with the require-
ment under subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(II) set such terms and conditions on the use 
of affidavits as may be necessary to verify and 
confirm the identity of any affiant or to other-
wise prevent fraudulent submissions. 

‘‘(C) SATISFACTION OF EMPLOYMENT REQUIRE-
MENT.—An alien may not be required to satisfy 
the employment requirements under this section 
with a single employer. 

‘‘(D) EDUCATION PERMITTED.—An alien may 
satisfy the requirement under subparagraph (A), 
in whole or in part, by providing evidence of 
full-time attendance at— 

‘‘(i) an institution of higher education (as de-
fined in section 102(a) of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002(a))); 

‘‘(ii) a secondary school, including a public 
secondary school (as defined in section 9101 of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801)); 

‘‘(iii) an education, literacy, or career and 
technical training program (including voca-
tional training) that is designed to lead to place-
ment in postsecondary education, job training, 
or employment through which the alien is work-
ing toward such placement; or 

‘‘(iv) an education program assisting students 
either in obtaining a high school equivalency di-
ploma, certificate, or its recognized equivalent 
under State law (including a certificate of com-
pletion, certificate of attendance, or alternate 
award), or in passing a General Educational 
Development exam or other equivalent State-au-
thorized exam or completed other applicable 
State requirements for high school equivalency. 

‘‘(E) AUTHORIZATION OF EXCEPTIONS AND 
WAIVERS.— 

‘‘(i) EXCEPTIONS BASED ON AGE OR DIS-
ABILITY.—The employment and education re-
quirements under this paragraph shall not 
apply to any alien who— 

‘‘(I) is younger than 21 years of age on the 
date on which the alien files an application for 
the first extension of the initial period of au-
thorized admission as a registered provisional 
immigrant; 

‘‘(II) is at least 60 years of age on the date on 
which the alien files an application for an ex-
tension of registered provisional immigrant sta-
tus or at least 65 years of age on the date on 
which the alien’s application for adjustment of 
status is filed under this section; or 

‘‘(III) has a physical or mental disability (as 
defined in section 3(2) of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12102(2))) or as 
a result of pregnancy if such condition is evi-
denced by the submission of documentation pre-
scribed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) FAMILY EXCEPTIONS.—The employment 
and education requirements under this para-
graph shall not apply to any alien who is a de-
pendent registered provisional immigrant under 
subsection (b)(5). 

‘‘(iii) TEMPORARY EXCEPTIONS.—The employ-
ment and education requirements under this 
paragraph shall not apply during any period 
during which the alien— 

‘‘(I) was on medical leave, maternity leave, or 
other employment leave authorized by Federal 
law, State law, or the policy of the employer; 

‘‘(II) is or was the primary caretaker of a 
child or another person who requires super-
vision or is unable to care for himself or herself; 
or 

‘‘(III) was unable to work due to cir-
cumstances outside the control of the alien. 

‘‘(iv) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the 
employment or education requirements under 
this paragraph with respect to any individual 
alien who demonstrates extreme hardship to 
himself or herself or to a spouse, parent, or child 
who is a United States citizen or lawful perma-
nent resident. 

‘‘(4) ENGLISH SKILLS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 

subparagraph (C), a registered provisional immi-
grant who is 16 years of age or older shall estab-
lish that he or she— 

‘‘(i) meets the requirements set forth in section 
312; or 

‘‘(ii) is satisfactorily pursuing a course of 
study, pursuant to standards established by the 
Secretary of Education, in consultation with the 
Secretary, to achieve an understanding of 
English and knowledge and understanding of 
the history and Government of the United 
States, as described in section 312(a). 

‘‘(B) RELATION TO NATURALIZATION EXAMINA-
TION.—A registered provisional immigrant who 
demonstrates that he or she meets the require-
ments set forth in section 312 may be considered 
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to have satisfied such requirements for purposes 
of becoming naturalized as a citizen of the 
United States. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(i) MANDATORY.—Subparagraph (A) shall 

not apply to any person who is unable to com-
ply with the requirements under that subpara-
graph because of a physical or developmental 
disability or mental impairment. 

‘‘(ii) DISCRETIONARY.—The Secretary may 
waive all or part of subparagraph (A) for a reg-
istered provisional immigrant who is 70 years of 
age or older on the date on which an applica-
tion is filed for adjustment of status under this 
section. 

‘‘(5) MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE.—The alien 
shall provide proof of registration under the 
Military Selective Service Act (50 U.S.C. App. 
451 et seq.), if the alien is subject to such reg-
istration on or after the date on which the 
alien’s application for registered provisional im-
migrant status is granted. 

‘‘(c) APPLICATION PROCEDURES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date de-

scribed in paragraph (2), a registered provi-
sional immigrant, or a registered provisional im-
migrant dependent, who meets the eligibility re-
quirements set forth in subsection (b) may apply 
for adjustment of status to that of an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence by sub-
mitting an application to the Secretary that in-
cludes the evidence required, by regulation, to 
demonstrate the applicant’s eligibility for such 
adjustment. 

‘‘(2) BACK OF THE LINE.—The status of a reg-
istered provisional immigrant may not be ad-
justed to that of an alien lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence under this section until 
after the Secretary of State certifies that immi-
grant visas have become available for all ap-
proved petitions for immigrant visas that were 
filed under sections 201 and 203 before the date 
of the enactment of the Border Security, Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act. 

‘‘(3) INTERVIEW.—The Secretary may inter-
view applicants for adjustment of status under 
this section to determine whether they meet the 
eligibility requirements set forth in subsection 
(b). 

‘‘(4) SECURITY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT CLEAR-
ANCES.—The Secretary may not adjust the sta-
tus of a registered provisional immigrant under 
this section until renewed national security and 
law enforcement clearances have been completed 
with respect to the registered provisional immi-
grant, to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

‘‘(5) FEES AND PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(A) PROCESSING FEES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall impose 

a processing fee on applicants for adjustment of 
status under this section at a level sufficient to 
recover the full cost of processing such applica-
tions, including costs associated with— 

‘‘(I) adjudicating the applications; 
‘‘(II) taking and processing biometrics; 
‘‘(III) performing national security and crimi-

nal checks, including adjudication; 
‘‘(IV) preventing and investigating fraud; and 
‘‘(V) the administration of the fees collected. 
‘‘(ii) AUTHORITY TO LIMIT FEES.—The Sec-

retary, by regulation, may— 
‘‘(I) limit the maximum processing fee payable 

under this subparagraph by a family, including 
spouses and children; and 

‘‘(II) exempt other defined classes of individ-
uals from the payment of the fee authorized 
under clause (i). 

‘‘(iii) DEPOSIT AND USE OF FEES.—Fees col-
lected under this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) shall be deposited into the Immigration 
Examinations Fee Account pursuant to section 
286(m); and 

‘‘(II) shall remain available until expended 
pursuant to section 286(n). 

‘‘(B) PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the proc-

essing fee required under subparagraph (A) and 

the penalty required under section 
245B(c)(6)(D), an alien who was 21 years of age 
or older on the date on which the Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act was originally introduced in 
the Senate and is filing an application for ad-
justment of status under this section shall pay 
a $1,000 penalty to the Secretary unless the 
alien meets the requirements under section 
245D(b). 

‘‘(ii) INSTALLMENTS.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a process for collecting payments re-
quired under clause (i) through periodic install-
ments. 

‘‘(iii) DEPOSIT, ALLOCATION, AND SPENDING OF 
PENALTIES.—Penalties collected under this sub-
paragraph— 

‘‘(I) shall be deposited into the Comprehensive 
Immigration Trust Fund established under sec-
tion 6(a)(1) of the Border Security, Economic 
Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization 
Act; and 

‘‘(II) may be used for the purposes set forth in 
section 6(a)(3)(B) of such Act.’’. 

(b) LIMITATION ON REGISTERED PROVISIONAL 
IMMIGRANTS.—An alien admitted as a registered 
provisional immigrant under section 245B of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act, as added by 
subsection (a), may only adjust status to an 
alien lawfully admitted for permanent resident 
status under section 245C or 245D of such Act or 
section 2302. 

(c) NATURALIZATION.—Section 319 (8 U.S.C. 
1430) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘and 
employees of certain nonprofit organizations’’ 
and inserting ‘‘, employees of certain nonprofit 
organizations, and other long-term lawful 
residents’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(f) Any lawful permanent resident who was 

lawfully present in the United States and eligi-
ble for work authorization for not less than 10 
years before becoming a lawful permanent resi-
dent may be naturalized upon compliance with 
all the requirements under this title except the 
provisions of section 316(a)(1) if such person, im-
mediately preceding the date on which the per-
son filed an application for naturalization— 

‘‘(1) has resided continuously within the 
United States, after being lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence, for at least 3 years; 

‘‘(2) during the 3-year period immediately pre-
ceding such filing date, has been physically 
present in the United States for periods totaling 
at least 50 percent of such period; and 

‘‘(3) has resided within the State or in the ju-
risdiction of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services field office in the United States in 
which the applicant filed such application for 
at least 3 months.’’. 
SEC. 2103. THE DREAM ACT. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited 
as the ‘‘Development, Relief, and Education for 
Alien Minors Act of 2013’’ or the ‘‘DREAM Act 
2013’’. 

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR CERTAIN 
ALIENS WHO ENTERED THE UNITED STATES AS 
CHILDREN.—Chapter 5 of title II (8 U.S.C. 1255 
et seq.) is amended by inserting after section 
245C, as added by section 2102 of this title, the 
following: 
‘‘SEC. 245D. ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR CER-

TAIN ALIENS WHO ENTERED THE 
UNITED STATES AS CHILDREN. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 

term ‘institution of higher education’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 102 of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002), 
except that the term does not include institu-
tions described in subsection (a)(1)(C) of such 
section. 

‘‘(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means 
the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

‘‘(3) UNIFORMED SERVICES.—The term ‘Uni-
formed Services’ has the meaning given the term 

‘uniformed services’ in section 101(a)(5) of title 
10, United States Code. 

‘‘(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR CERTAIN 
ALIENS WHO ENTERED THE UNITED STATES AS 
CHILDREN.— 

‘‘(1) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may adjust 

the status of a registered provisional immigrant 
to the status of a lawful permanent resident if 
the immigrant demonstrates that he or she— 

‘‘(i) has been a registered provisional immi-
grant for at least 5 years; 

‘‘(ii) was younger than 16 years of age on the 
date on which the alien initially entered the 
United States; 

‘‘(iii) has earned a high school diploma, a 
commensurate alternative award from a public 
or private high school or secondary school, or 
has obtained a general education development 
certificate recognized under State law, or a high 
school equivalency diploma in the United 
States; 

‘‘(iv)(I) has acquired a degree from an institu-
tion of higher education or has completed at 
least 2 years, in good standing, in a program for 
a bachelor’s degree or higher degree in the 
United States; or 

‘‘(II) has served in the Uniformed Services for 
at least 4 years and, if discharged, received an 
honorable discharge; and 

‘‘(v) has provided a list of each secondary 
school (as that term is defined in section 9101 of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801)) that the alien attended in 
the United States. 

‘‘(B) HARDSHIP EXCEPTION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may adjust 

the status of a registered provisional immigrant 
to the status of a lawful permanent resident if 
the alien— 

‘‘(I) satisfies the requirements under clauses 
(i), (ii), (iii), and (v) of subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(II) demonstrates compelling circumstances 
for the inability to satisfy the requirement under 
subparagraph (A)(iv). 

‘‘(C) CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the Secretary may not adjust the sta-
tus of an alien to lawful permanent resident sta-
tus under this section unless the alien dem-
onstrates that the alien satisfies the require-
ments under section 312(a). 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—Clause (i) shall not apply to 
an alien whose physical or developmental dis-
ability or mental impairment prevents the alien 
from meeting the requirements such section. 

‘‘(D) SUBMISSION OF BIOMETRIC AND BIO-
GRAPHIC DATA.—The Secretary may not adjust 
the status of an alien to lawful permanent resi-
dent status unless the alien— 

‘‘(i) submits biometric and biographic data, in 
accordance with procedures established by the 
Secretary; or 

‘‘(ii) complies with an alternative procedure 
prescribed by the Secretary, if the alien is un-
able to provide such biometric data because of a 
physical impairment. 

‘‘(E) BACKGROUND CHECKS.— 
‘‘(i) REQUIREMENT FOR BACKGROUND 

CHECKS.—The Secretary shall utilize biometric, 
biographic, and other data that the Secretary 
determines appropriate— 

‘‘(I) to conduct national security and law en-
forcement background checks of an alien apply-
ing for lawful permanent resident status under 
this section; and 

‘‘(II) to determine whether there is any crimi-
nal, national security, or other factor that 
would render the alien ineligible for such status. 

‘‘(ii) COMPLETION OF BACKGROUND CHECKS.— 
The Secretary may not adjust an alien’s status 
to the status of a lawful permanent resident 
under this subsection until the national security 
and law enforcement background checks re-
quired under clause (i) have been completed 
with respect to the alien, to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION FOR LAWFUL PERMANENT 
RESIDENT STATUS.— 
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‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A registered provisional 

immigrant seeking lawful permanent resident 
status shall file an application for such status 
in such manner as the Secretary may require. 

‘‘(B) ADJUDICATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall evalu-

ate each application filed by a registered provi-
sional immigrant under this paragraph to deter-
mine whether the alien meets the requirements 
under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(ii) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS IF FAVORABLE 
DETERMINATION.—If the Secretary determines 
that the alien meets the requirements under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall notify the 
alien of such determination and adjust the sta-
tus of the alien to lawful permanent resident 
status, effective as of the date of such deter-
mination. 

‘‘(iii) ADVERSE DETERMINATION.—If the Sec-
retary determines that the alien does not meet 
the requirements under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall notify the alien of such determina-
tion. 

‘‘(C) DACA RECIPIENTS.—The Secretary may 
adopt streamlined procedures for applicants for 
adjustment to lawful permanent resident status 
under this section who were granted Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals pursuant to the 
Secretary’s memorandum of June 15, 2012. 

‘‘(3) TREATMENT FOR PURPOSES OF NATU-
RALIZATION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien granted lawful 
permanent resident status under this section 
shall be considered, for purposes of title III— 

‘‘(i) to have been lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence; and 

‘‘(ii) to have been in the United States as an 
alien lawfully admitted to the United States for 
permanent residence during the period the alien 
was a registered provisional immigrant. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION ON APPLICATION FOR NATU-
RALIZATION.—An alien may not apply for natu-
ralization while the alien is in registered provi-
sional immigrant status, except for an alien de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(A)(ii) pursuant to sec-
tion 328 or 329.’’. 

(c) EXEMPTION FROM NUMERICAL LIMITA-
TIONS.—Section 201(b)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(1)) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as sub-
paragraph (F); and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the 
following: 

‘‘(E) Aliens whose status is adjusted to perma-
nent resident status under section 245C or 
245D.’’. 

(d) RESTORATION OF STATE OPTION TO DETER-
MINE RESIDENCY FOR PURPOSES OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.— 

(1) REPEAL.—Section 505 of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1623) is repealed. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The repeal under para-
graph (1) shall take effect as if included in the 
original enactment of the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996 (division C of Public Law 104–208). 

(e) NATURALIZATION.—Section 328(a) (8 U.S.C. 
1439(a)) is amended by inserting ‘‘, without hav-
ing been lawfully admitted to the United States 
for permanent resident, and’’ after ‘‘natural-
ized’’. 

(f) LIMITATION ON FEDERAL STUDENT ASSIST-
ANCE.—Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, aliens granted registered provisional immi-
grant status and who initially entered the 
United States before reaching 16 years of age 
and aliens granted blue card status shall be eli-
gible only for the following assistance under 
title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1070 et seq.): 

(1) Student loans under parts D and E of such 
title IV (20 U.S.C. 1087a et seq. and 1087aa et 
seq.), subject to the requirements of such parts. 

(2) Federal work-study programs under part C 
of such title IV (42 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.), subject 
to the requirements of such part. 

(3) Services under such title IV (20 U.S.C. 1070 
et seq.), subject to the requirements for such 
services. 

SEC. 2104. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 5 of title II (8 

U.S.C. 1255 et seq.) is amended by inserting after 
section 245C, as added by section 2102 of this 
title, the following: 
‘‘SEC. 245E. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS RELAT-

ING TO REGISTERED PROVISIONAL 
IMMIGRANTS AND OTHERS. 

‘‘(a) DISCLOSURES.— 
‘‘(1) PROHIBITED DISCLOSURES.—Except as 

otherwise provided in this subsection, no officer 
or employee of any Federal agency may— 

‘‘(A) use the information furnished in an ap-
plication for lawful status under section 245B, 
245C, or 245D for any purpose other than to 
make a determination on any application by the 
alien for any immigration benefit or protection; 

‘‘(B) make any publication through which in-
formation furnished by any particular applicant 
can be identified; or 

‘‘(C) permit anyone other than the sworn offi-
cers, employees, and contractors of such agency 
or of another entity approved by the Secretary 
to examine any individual application for law-
ful status under section 245B, 245C, or 245D. 

‘‘(2) REQUIRED DISCLOSURES.—The Secretary 
shall provide the information furnished in an 
application filed under section 245B, 245C, or 
245D and any other information derived from 
such furnished information to— 

‘‘(A) a law enforcement agency, intelligence 
agency, national security agency, a component 
of the Department of Homeland Security, court, 
or grand jury, consistent with law, in connec-
tion with— 

‘‘(i) a criminal investigation or prosecution of 
any felony not related to the applicant’s immi-
gration status; or 

‘‘(ii) a national security investigation or pros-
ecution; and 

‘‘(B) an official coroner for purposes of af-
firmatively identifying a deceased individual, 
whether or not the death of such individual re-
sulted from a crime. 

‘‘(3) AUDITING AND EVALUATION OF INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary may— 

‘‘(A) audit and evaluate information fur-
nished as part of any application filed under 
section 245B, 245C, or 245D for purposes of iden-
tifying immigration fraud or fraud schemes; and 

‘‘(B) use any evidence detected by means of 
audits and evaluations for purposes of inves-
tigating, prosecuting, referring for prosecution, 
or denying or terminating immigration benefits. 

‘‘(b) EMPLOYER PROTECTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) USE OF EMPLOYMENT RECORDS.—Copies of 

employment records or other evidence of employ-
ment provided by an alien or by an alien’s em-
ployer in support of an alien’s application for 
registered provisional immigrant status under 
section 245B may not be used in a civil or crimi-
nal prosecution or investigation of that em-
ployer under section 274A or the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 for the prior unlawful em-
ployment of that alien regardless of the adju-
dication of such application or reconsideration 
by the Secretary of such alien’s prima facie eli-
gibility determination. Employers that provide 
unauthorized aliens with copies of employment 
records or other evidence of employment pursu-
ant to an application for registered provisional 
immigrant status shall not be subject to civil 
and criminal liability pursuant to section 274A 
for employing such unauthorized aliens. 

‘‘(2) LIMIT ON APPLICABILITY.—The protec-
tions for employers and aliens under paragraph 
(1) shall not apply if the aliens or employers 
submit employment records that are deemed to 
be fraudulent. 

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.— 
‘‘(1) EXCLUSIVE ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—Ad-

ministrative review of a determination respect-
ing an application for status under section 
245B, 245C, 245D, or 245F or section 2211 of the 
Agricultural Worker Program Act of 2013 shall 
be conducted solely in accordance with this sub-
section. 

‘‘(2) ADMINISTRATIVE APPELLATE REVIEW.— 

‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE AP-
PELLATE AUTHORITY.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish or designate an appellate authority to 
provide for a single level of administrative ap-
pellate review of a determination with respect to 
applications for, or revocation of, status under 
sections 245B, 245C, and 245D. 

‘‘(B) SINGLE APPEAL FOR EACH ADMINISTRA-
TIVE DECISION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An alien in the United 
States whose application for status under sec-
tion 245B, 245C, or 245D has been denied or re-
voked may file with the Secretary not more than 
1 appeal of each decision to deny or revoke such 
status. 

‘‘(ii) NOTICE OF APPEAL.—A notice of appeal 
filed under this subparagraph shall be filed not 
later than 90 days after the date of service of 
the decision of denial or revocation, unless the 
delay was reasonably justifiable. 

‘‘(C) REVIEW BY SECRETARY.—Nothing in this 
paragraph may be construed to limit the author-
ity of the Secretary to certify appeals for review 
and final administrative decision. 

‘‘(D) DENIAL OF PETITIONS FOR DEPENDENTS.— 
Appeals of a decision to deny or revoke a peti-
tion filed by a registered provisional immigrant 
pursuant to regulations promulgated under sec-
tion 245B to classify a spouse or child of such 
alien as a registered provisional immigrant shall 
be subject to the administrative appellate au-
thority described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(E) STAY OF REMOVAL.—Aliens seeking ad-
ministrative review shall not be removed from 
the United States until a final decision is ren-
dered establishing ineligibility for status under 
section 245B, 245C, or 245D. 

‘‘(3) RECORD FOR REVIEW.—Administrative ap-
pellate review under paragraph (2) shall be de 
novo and based solely upon— 

‘‘(A) the administrative record established at 
the time of the determination on the applica-
tion; and 

‘‘(B) any additional newly discovered or pre-
viously unavailable evidence. 

‘‘(4) UNLAWFUL PRESENCE.—During the period 
in which an alien may request administrative 
review under this subsection, and during the pe-
riod that any such review is pending, the alien 
shall not be considered ‘unlawfully present in 
the United States’ for purposes of section 
212(a)(9)(B). 

‘‘(d) PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in accord-

ance with subsection (a)(1), shall require appro-
priate administrative and physical safeguards to 
protect the security, confidentiality, and integ-
rity of personally identifiable information col-
lected, maintained, and disseminated pursuant 
to sections 245B, 245C, and 245D. 

‘‘(2) ASSESSMENTS.—Notwithstanding the pri-
vacy requirements set forth in section 222 of the 
Homeland Security Act (6 U.S.C. 142) and the E- 
Government Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–347), 
the Secretary shall conduct a privacy impact as-
sessment and a civil liberties impact assessment 
of the legalization program established under 
sections 245B, 245C, and 245D during the pend-
ency of the interim final regulations required to 
be issued under section 2110 of the Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act.’’. 

(b) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Section 242 (8 U.S.C. 
1252) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘the ex-

ercise of discretion arising under’’ after ‘‘no 
court shall have jurisdiction to review’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘raised 
upon a petition for review filed with an appro-
priate court of appeals in accordance with this 
section’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(2), by inserting ‘‘or, in 
the case of a decision rendered under section 
245E(c), in the judicial circuit in which the peti-
tioner resides’’ after ‘‘proceedings’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(h) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF ELIGIBILITY DETER-

MINATIONS RELATING TO STATUS UNDER CHAP-
TER 5.— 
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‘‘(1) DIRECT REVIEW.—If an alien’s applica-

tion under section 245B, 245C, 245D, or 245F or 
section 2211 of the Agricultural Worker Program 
Act of 2013 is denied, or is revoked after the ex-
haustion of administrative appellate review 
under section 245E(c), the alien may seek review 
of such decision, in accordance with chapter 7 
of title 5, United States Code, before the United 
States district court for the district in which the 
person resides. 

‘‘(2) STATUS DURING REVIEW.—While a review 
described in paragraph (1) is pending— 

‘‘(A) the alien shall not be deemed to accrue 
unlawful presence for purposes of section 
212(a)(9); 

‘‘(B) any unexpired grant of voluntary depar-
ture under section 240B shall be tolled; and 

‘‘(C) the court shall have the discretion to 
stay the execution of any order of exclusion, de-
portation, or removal. 

‘‘(3) REVIEW AFTER REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.— 
An alien may seek judicial review of a denial or 
revocation of approval of the alien’s application 
under section 245B, 245C, or 245D in the appro-
priate United States court of appeal in conjunc-
tion with the judicial review of an order of re-
moval, deportation, or exclusion if the validity 
of the denial has not been upheld in a prior ju-
dicial proceeding under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(4) STANDARD FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW.— 
‘‘(A) BASIS.—Judicial review of a denial, or 

revocation of an approval, of an application 
under section 245B, 245C, or 245D shall be based 
upon the administrative record established at 
the time of the review. 

‘‘(B) AUTHORITY TO REMAND.—The reviewing 
court may remand a case under this subsection 
to the Secretary for consideration of additional 
evidence if the court finds that— 

‘‘(i) the additional evidence is material; and 
‘‘(ii) there were reasonable grounds for failure 

to adduce the additional evidence before the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(C) SCOPE OF REVIEW.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, judicial review of all 
questions arising from a denial, or revocation of 
an approval, of an application under section 
245B, 245C, or 245D shall be governed by the 
standard of review set forth in section 706 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(5) REMEDIAL POWERS.— 
‘‘(A) JURISDICTION.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the United States district 
courts shall have jurisdiction over any cause or 
claim arising from a pattern or practice of the 
Secretary in the operation or implementation of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act, or the 
amendments made by such Act, that is arbi-
trary, capricious, or otherwise contrary to law. 

‘‘(B) SCOPE OF RELIEF.—The United States 
district courts may order any appropriate relief 
in a clause or claim described in subparagraph 
(A) without regard to exhaustion, ripeness, or 
other standing requirements (other than con-
stitutionally-mandated requirements), if the 
court determines that— 

‘‘(i) the resolution of such cause or claim will 
serve judicial and administrative efficiency; or 

‘‘(ii) a remedy would otherwise not be reason-
ably available or practicable. 

‘‘(6) CHALLENGES TO THE VALIDITY OF THE SYS-
TEM.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (5), any claim that section 245B, 
245C, 245D, or 245E or any regulation, written 
policy, or written directive, issued or unwritten 
policy or practice initiated by or under the au-
thority of the Secretary to implement such sec-
tions, violates the Constitution of the United 
States or is otherwise in violation of law is 
available exclusively in an action instituted in 
United States District Court in accordance with 
the procedures prescribed in this paragraph. 

‘‘(B) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Except as provided 
in subparagraph (C), nothing in subparagraph 
(A) may be construed to preclude an applicant 
under 245B, 245C, or 245D from asserting that 

an action taken or a decision made by the Sec-
retary with respect to the applicant’s status was 
contrary to law. 

‘‘(C) CLASS ACTIONS.—Any claim described in 
subparagraph (A) that is brought as a class ac-
tion shall be brought in conformity with— 

‘‘(i) the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005 
(Public Law 109–2); and 

‘‘(ii) the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 
‘‘(D) PRECLUSIVE EFFECT.—The final disposi-

tion of any claim brought under subparagraph 
(A) shall be preclusive of any such claim as-
serted by the same individual in a subsequent 
proceeding under this subsection. 

‘‘(E) EXHAUSTION AND STAY OF PRO-
CEEDINGS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—No claim brought under this 
paragraph shall require the plaintiff to exhaust 
administrative remedies under section 245E(c). 

‘‘(ii) STAY AUTHORIZED.—Nothing in this 
paragraph may be construed to prevent the 
court from staying proceedings under this para-
graph to permit the Secretary to evaluate an al-
legation of an unwritten policy or practice or to 
take corrective action. In determining whether 
to issue such a stay, the court shall take into 
account any harm the stay may cause to the 
claimant.’’. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Section 244(h) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1254a(h)) shall not limit the authority of the 
Secretary to adjust the status of an alien under 
section 245C or 245D of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as added by this subtitle. 

(d) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO REGISTER ON ELIGI-
BILITY FOR IMMIGRATION BENEFITS.—Failure to 
comply with section 264.1(f) of title 8, Code of 
Federal Regulations or with removal orders or 
voluntary departure agreements based on such 
section for acts committed before the date of the 
enactment of this Act shall not affect the eligi-
bility of an alien to apply for a benefit under 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101 et seq.). 

(e) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents is amended by inserting after the item re-
lating to section 245A the following: 
‘‘Sec. 245B. Adjustment of status of eligible en-

trants before December 31, 2011, to 
that of registered provisional im-
migrant. 

‘‘Sec. 245C. Adjustment of status of registered 
provisional immigrants. 

‘‘Sec. 245D. Adjustment of status for certain 
aliens who entered the United 
States as children. 

‘‘Sec. 245E. Additional requirements relating to 
registered provisional immigrants 
and others.’’. 

SEC. 2105. CRIMINAL PENALTY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 69 of title 18, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘§ 1430. Improper use of information relating 

to registered provisional immigrant appli-
cations 
‘‘Any person who knowingly uses, publishes, 

or permits information described in section 
245E(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
to be examined in violation of such section shall 
be fined not more than $10,000.’’. 

(b) DEPOSIT OF FINES.—All criminal penalties 
collected under section 1430 of title 18, United 
States Code, as added by subsection (a), shall be 
deposited into the Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform Trust Fund established under section 
6(a)(1). 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions in chapter 69 of title 18, United States 
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘1430. Improper use of information relating to 

registered provisional immigrant 
applications.’’. 

SEC. 2106. GRANT PROGRAM TO ASSIST ELIGIBLE 
APPLICANTS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary may es-
tablish, within U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-

tion Services, a program to award grants, on a 
competitive basis, to eligible nonprofit organiza-
tions that will use the funding to assist eligible 
applicants under section 245B, 245C, 245D, or 
245F of the Immigration and Nationality Act or 
section 2211 of this Act by providing them with 
the services described in subsection (c). 

(b) ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The 
term ‘‘eligible nonprofit organization’’ means a 
nonprofit, tax-exempt organization, including a 
community, faith-based or other immigrant-serv-
ing organization, whose staff has demonstrated 
qualifications, experience, and expertise in pro-
viding quality services to immigrants, refugees, 
persons granted asylum, or persons applying for 
such statuses. 

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—Grant funds awarded 
under this section may be used for the design 
and implementation of programs that provide— 

(1) information to the public regarding the eli-
gibility and benefits of registered provisional im-
migrant status authorized under section 245B of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act and blue 
card status authorized under section 2211, par-
ticularly to individuals potentially eligible for 
such status; 

(2) assistance, within the scope of authorized 
practice of immigration law, to individuals sub-
mitting applications for registered provisional 
immigrant status or blue card status, includ-
ing— 

(A) screening prospective applicants to assess 
their eligibility for such status; 

(B) completing applications and petitions, in-
cluding providing assistance in obtaining the 
requisite documents and supporting evidence; 

(C) applying for any waivers for which appli-
cants and qualifying family members may be eli-
gible; and 

(D) providing any other assistance that the 
Secretary or grantees consider useful or nec-
essary to apply for registered provisional immi-
grant status or blue card status; 

(3) assistance, within the scope of authorized 
practice of immigration law, to individuals seek-
ing to adjust their status to that of an alien ad-
mitted for permanent residence under section 
245C or 245F of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act; and 

(4) assistance, within the scope of authorized 
practice of immigration law, and instruction, to 
individuals— 

(A) on the rights and responsibilities of United 
States citizenship; 

(B) in civics and civics-based English as a sec-
ond language; and 

(C) in applying for United States citizenship. 
(d) SOURCE OF GRANT FUNDS.— 
(1) APPLICATION FEES.—The Secretary may 

use up to $50,000,000 from the Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a)(1) to carry out this section. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(A) AMOUNTS AUTHORIZED.—In addition to the 

amounts made available under paragraph (1), 
there are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for each of the fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018 to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(B) AVAILABILITY.—Any amounts appro-
priated pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall re-
main available until expended. 
SEC. 2107. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO THE 

SOCIAL SECURITY ACT. 
(a) CORRECTION OF SOCIAL SECURITY 

RECORDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 208(e)(1) of the So-

cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 408(e)(1)) is amend-
ed— 

(A) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking ‘‘or’’ 
at the end; 

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking the 
comma at the end and inserting a semicolon; 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 
following: 

‘‘(D) who is granted status as a registered pro-
visional immigrant under section 245B or 245D 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act; or 
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‘‘(E) whose status is adjusted to that of lawful 

permanent resident under section 245C of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act,’’; and 

(D) in the undesignated matter at the end, by 
inserting ‘‘, or in the case of an alien described 
in subparagraph (D) or (E), if such conduct is 
alleged to have occurred before the date on 
which the alien submitted an application under 
section 245B of such Act for classification as a 
registered provisional immigrant’’ before the pe-
riod at the end. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by paragraph (1) shall take effect on the first 
day of the tenth month that begins after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) STATE DISCRETION REGARDING TERMI-
NATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—A compelling reason for a 
State not to file (or to join in the filing of) a pe-
tition to terminate parental rights under section 
475(5)(E) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
675(5)(E)) shall include— 

(A) the removal of the parent from the United 
States, unless the parent is unfit or unwilling to 
be a parent of the child; or 

(B) the involvement of the parent in (includ-
ing detention pursuant to) an immigration pro-
ceeding, unless the parent is unfit or unwilling 
to be a parent of the child. 

(2) CONDITIONS.—Before a State may file to 
terminate the parental rights under such section 
475(5)(E), the State (or the county or other polit-
ical subdivision of the State, as applicable) shall 
make reasonable efforts— 

(A) to identify, locate, and contact (including, 
if appropriate, through the diplomatic or con-
sular offices of the country to which the parent 
was removed or in which a parent or relative re-
sides)— 

(i) any parent of the child who is in immigra-
tion detention; 

(ii) any parent of the child who has been re-
moved from the United States; and 

(iii) if possible, any potential adult relative of 
the child (as described in section 471(a)(29)); 

(B) to notify such parent or relative of the in-
tent of the State (or the county or other political 
subdivision of the State, as applicable) to file (or 
to join in the filing of) a petition referred to in 
paragraph (1); or 

(C) to reunify the child with any such parent 
or relative; and 

(D) to provide and document appropriate serv-
ices to the parent or relative. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
475(5)(E)(ii) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
675(5)(E)) is amended by inserting ‘‘, including 
the reason set forth in section 2107(b)(1) of the 
Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernization Act’’ after ‘‘child’’. 

(c) CHILDREN SEPARATED FROM PARENTS AND 
CAREGIVERS.— 

(1) STATE PLAN FOR FOSTER CARE AND ADOP-
TION ASSISTANCE.—Section 471(a) of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 671(a)) is amended— 

(A) by amending paragraph (19) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(19) provides that the State shall give pref-
erence to an adult relative over a nonrelated 
caregiver when determining a placement for a 
child if— 

‘‘(A) the relative caregiver meets all relevant 
State child protection standards; and 

‘‘(B) the standards referred to in subpara-
graph (A) ensure that the immigration status 
alone of a parent, legal guardian, or relative 
shall not disqualify the parent, legal guardian, 
or relative from being a placement for a child;’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (32), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(C) in paragraph (33), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(34) provides that the State shall— 
‘‘(A) ensure that the case manager for a sepa-

rated child is capable of communicating in the 
native language of such child and of the family 

of such child, or an interpreter who is so capa-
ble is provided to communicate with such child 
and the family of such child at no cost to the 
child or to the family of such child; 

‘‘(B) coordinate with the Department of 
Homeland Security to ensure that parents who 
wish for their child to accompany them to their 
country of origin are given adequate time and 
assistance to obtain a passport and visa, and to 
collect all relevant vital documents, such as 
birth certificate, health, and educational 
records and other information; 

‘‘(C) coordinate with State agencies regarding 
alternate documentation requirements for a 
criminal records check or a fingerprint-based 
check for a caregiver that does not have Federal 
or State-issued identification; 

‘‘(D) preserve, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, the privacy and confidentiality of all in-
formation gathered in the course of admin-
istering the care, custody, and placement of, 
and follow up services provided to, a separated 
child, consistent with the best interest of such 
child, by not disclosing such information to 
other government agencies or persons (other 
than a parent, legal guardian, or relative care-
giver or such child), except that the head of the 
State agency (or the county or other political 
subdivision of the State, as applicable) may dis-
close such information, after placing a written 
record of the disclosure in the file of the child— 

‘‘(i) to a consular official for the purpose of 
reunification of a child with a parent, legal 
guardian, or relative caregiver who has been re-
moved or is involved in an immigration pro-
ceeding, unless the child has refused contact 
with, or the sharing of personal or identifying 
information with, the government of his or her 
country of origin; 

‘‘(ii) when authorized to do so by the child (if 
the child has attained 18 years of age) if the dis-
closure is consistent with the best interest of the 
child; or 

‘‘(iii) to a law enforcement agency if the dis-
closure would prevent imminent and serious 
harm to another individual; and 

‘‘(E) not less frequently than annually, com-
pile, update, and publish a list of entities in the 
State that are qualified to provide legal rep-
resentation services for a separated child, in a 
language such that a child can read and under-
stand.’’. 

(2) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED 
IN CASE PLAN.—Section 475 of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 675) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(H) In the case of a separated child with re-
spect to whom the State plan requires the State 
to provide services under section 471(a)(34)— 

‘‘(i) the location of the parent or legal guard-
ian described in paragraph (9)(A) from whom 
the child has been separated; and 

‘‘(ii) a written record of each disclosure to a 
government agency or person (other than such a 
parent, legal guardian, or relative) of informa-
tion gathered in the course of tracking the care, 
custody, and placement of, and follow-up serv-
ices provided to, the child.’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(9) The term ‘separated child’ means an indi-

vidual who— 
‘‘(A) has a parent or legal guardian who has 

been— 
‘‘(i) detained by a Federal, State, or local law 

enforcement agency in the enforcement of an 
immigration law; or 

‘‘(ii) removed from the United States as a re-
sult of a violation of such a law; and 

‘‘(B) is in foster care under the responsibility 
of a State.’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this subsection shall take effect on the 1st 
day of the 1st calendar quarter that begins after 
the 1-year period that begins on the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 2108. GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING AND AC-
QUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY IN-
TEREST. 

(a) EXEMPTION FROM GOVERNMENT CON-
TRACTING AND HIRING RULES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—A determination by a Fed-
eral agency to use a procurement competition 
exemption under section 253(c) of title 41, United 
States Code, or to use the authority granted in 
paragraph (2), for the purpose of implementing 
this title and the amendments made by this title 
is not subject to challenge by protest to the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office under sections 
3551 and 3556 of title 31, United States Code, or 
to the Court of Federal Claims, under section 
1491 of title 28, United States Code. An agency 
shall immediately advise the Congress of the ex-
ercise of the authority granted under this para-
graph. 

(2) GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING EXEMPTION.— 
The competition requirement under section 
253(a) of title 41, United States Code, may be 
waived or modified by a Federal agency for any 
procurement conducted to implement this title or 
the amendments made by this title if the senior 
procurement executive for the agency con-
ducting the procurement— 

(A) determines that the waiver or modification 
is necessary; and 

(B) submits an explanation for such deter-
mination to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate and 
the Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives. 

(3) HIRING RULES EXEMPTION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary is authorized to make term, temporary 
limited, and part-time appointments of employ-
ees who will implement this title and the amend-
ments made by this title without regard to the 
number of such employees, their ratio to perma-
nent full-time employees, and the duration of 
their employment. Nothing in chapter 71 of title 
5, United States Code, shall affect the authority 
of any Department management official to hire 
term, temporary limited or part-time employees 
under this paragraph. 

(b) AUTHORITY TO WAIVE ANNUITY LIMITA-
TIONS.—Section 824(g)(2)(B) of the Foreign Serv-
ice Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4064(g)(2)(B)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2009’’ and inserting 
‘‘2017’’. 

(c) AUTHORITY TO ACQUIRE LEASEHOLDS.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary may acquire a leasehold interest in 
real property, and may provide in a lease en-
tered into under this subsection for the con-
struction or modification of any facility on the 
leased property, if the Secretary determines that 
the acquisition of such interest, and such con-
struction or modification, are necessary in order 
to facilitate the implementation of this title and 
the amendments made by this title. 
SEC. 2109. LONG-TERM LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTH-
ERN MARIANA ISLANDS. 

Section (6)(e) of the Joint Resolution entitled 
‘‘A Joint Resolution to approve the ‘Covenant to 
Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands in Political Union with the 
United States of America’, and for other pur-
poses’’, approved March 24, 1976 (48 U.S.C. 
1806(e)), as added by section 702 of the Consoli-
dated Natural Resources Act of 2008 (Public 
Law 110–229; 122 Stat. 854), is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(6) SPECIAL PROVISION REGARDING LONG- 
TERM RESIDENTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.— 

‘‘(A) CNMI-ONLY RESIDENT STATUS.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), an alien described in 
subparagraph (B) may, upon the application of 
the alien, be admitted as an immigrant to the 
Commonwealth subject to the following rules: 

‘‘(i) The alien shall be treated as an immi-
grant lawfully admitted for permanent residence 
in the Commonwealth only, including permit-
ting entry to and exit from the Commonwealth, 
until the earlier of the date on which— 
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‘‘(I) the alien ceases to permanently reside in 

the Commonwealth; or 
‘‘(II) the alien’s status is adjusted under this 

paragraph or section 245 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1255) to that of an 
alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence 
in accordance with all applicable eligibility re-
quirements. 

‘‘(ii) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall establish a process for such aliens to apply 
for CNMI-only permanent resident status during 
the 90-day period beginning on the first day of 
the sixth month after the date of the enactment 
of this paragraph. 

‘‘(iii) Nothing in this subparagraph may be 
construed to provide any alien granted status 
under this subparagraph with public assistance 
to which the alien is not otherwise entitled. 

‘‘(B) ALIENS DESCRIBED.—An alien is de-
scribed in this subparagraph if the alien— 

‘‘(i) is lawfully present in the Commonwealth 
under the immigration laws of the United 
States; 

‘‘(ii) is otherwise admissible to the United 
States under the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.); 

‘‘(iii) resided continuously and lawfully in the 
Commonwealth from November 28, 2009, through 
the date of the enactment of this paragraph; 

‘‘(iv) is not a citizen of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, or the Republic of Palau; and 

‘‘(v)(I) was born in the Northern Mariana Is-
lands between January 1, 1974 and January 9, 
1978; 

‘‘(II) was, on May 8, 2008, and continues to be 
as of the date of the enactment of this para-
graph, a permanent resident (as defined in sec-
tion 4303 of title 3 of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands Commonwealth Code, in effect on May 8, 
2008); 

‘‘(III) is the spouse or child (as defined in sec-
tion 101(b)(1) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(b)(1))), of an alien de-
scribed in subclauses (I) or (II); 

‘‘(IV) was, on May 8, 2008, an immediate rel-
ative (as defined in section 4303 of title 3 of the 
Northern Mariana Islands Commonwealth Code, 
in effect on May 8, 2008, of a United States cit-
izen, notwithstanding the age of the United 
States citizen, and continues to be such an im-
mediate relative on the date of the application 
described in subparagraph (A); 

‘‘(V) resided in the Northern Mariana Islands 
as a guest worker under Commonwealth immi-
gration law for at least 5 years before May 8, 
2008 and is presently resident under CW–1 sta-
tus; or 

‘‘(VI) is the spouse or child (as defined in sec-
tion 101(b)(1) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(b)(1))), of the alien guest 
worker described in subclause (V) and is pres-
ently resident under CW–2 status. 

‘‘(C) ADJUSTMENT FOR LONG TERM AND PERMA-
NENT RESIDENTS.—Beginning on the date that is 
5 years after the date of the enactment of the 
Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernization Act, an alien de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) may apply to re-
ceive an immigrant visa or to adjust his or her 
status to that of an alien lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence.’’. 
SEC. 2110. RULEMAKING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, the Attorney General, and the Secretary 
of State separately shall issue interim final reg-
ulations to implement this subtitle and the 
amendments made by this subtitle, which shall 
take effect immediately upon publication in the 
Federal Register. 

(b) APPLICATION PROCEDURES; PROCESSING 
FEES; DOCUMENTATION.—The interim final regu-
lations issued under subsection (a) shall in-
clude— 

(1) the procedures by which an alien, and the 
dependent spouse and children of such alien 

may apply for status under section 245B of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act, as added by 
section 2101 of this Act, as a registered provi-
sional immigrant or a registered provisional im-
migrant dependent, as applicable, including the 
evidence required to demonstrate eligibility for 
such status or to be included in each application 
for such status; 

(2) the criteria to be used by the Secretary to 
determine— 

(A) the maximum processing fee payable 
under sections 245B(c)(10)(B) and 245C(c)(5)(A) 
of such Act by a family, including spouses and 
unmarried children younger than 21 years of 
age; and 

(B) which individuals will be exempt from 
such fees; 

(3) the documentation required to be submitted 
by the applicant to demonstrate compliance 
with section 245C(b)(3) of such Act; and 

(4) the procedures for a registered provisional 
immigrant to apply for adjustment of status 
under section 245C or 245D of such Act, includ-
ing the evidence required to be submitted with 
such application to demonstrate the applicant’s 
eligibility for such adjustment. 

(c) EXEMPTION FROM NATIONAL ENVIRON-
MENTAL POLICY ACT.—Any decision by the Sec-
retary concerning any rulemaking action, plan, 
or program described in this section shall not be 
considered to be a major Federal action subject 
to review under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 

SEC. 2111. STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION. 

Except as specifically provided, nothing in 
this subtitle, or any amendment made by this 
subtitle, may be construed to create any sub-
stantive or procedural right or benefit that is le-
gally enforceable by any party against the 
United States or its agencies or officers or any 
other person. 

Subtitle B—Agricultural Worker Program 

SEC. 2201. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Agricultural 
Worker Program Act of 2013’’. 

SEC. 2202. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 

(1) BLUE CARD STATUS.—The term ‘‘blue card 
status’’ means the status of an alien who has 
been lawfully admitted into the United States 
for temporary residence under section 2211. 

(2) AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT.—The term 
‘‘agricultural employment’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 3 of the Migrant and 
Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act (29 
U.S.C. 1802), without regard to whether the spe-
cific service or activity is temporary or seasonal. 

(3) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 101(b)(1) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(b)(1)). 

(4) EMPLOYER.—The term ‘‘employer’’ means 
any person or entity, including any farm labor 
contractor and any agricultural association, 
that employs workers in agricultural employ-
ment. 

(5) QUALIFIED DESIGNATED ENTITY.—The term 
‘‘qualified designated entity’’ means— 

(A) a qualified farm labor organization or an 
association of employers designated by the Sec-
retary; or 

(B) any other entity that the Secretary des-
ignates as having substantial experience, dem-
onstrated competence, and a history of long- 
term involvement in the preparation and sub-
mission of application for adjustment of status 
under title II of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.). 

(6) WORK DAY.—The term ‘‘work day’’ means 
any day in which the individual is employed 
5.75 or more hours in agricultural employment. 

CHAPTER 1—PROGRAM FOR EARNED STA-
TUS ADJUSTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL 
WORKERS 

Subchapter A—Blue Card Status 
SEC. 2211. REQUIREMENTS FOR BLUE CARD STA-

TUS. 
(a) REQUIREMENTS FOR BLUE CARD STATUS.— 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary, after conducting the national secu-
rity and law enforcement clearances required 
under section 245B(c)(4), may grant blue card 
status to an alien who— 

(1)(A) performed agricultural employment in 
the United States for not fewer than 575 hours 
or 100 work days during the 2-year period end-
ing on December 31, 2012; or 

(B) is the spouse or child of an alien described 
in subparagraph (A) and was physically present 
in the United States on or before December 31, 
2012, and has maintained continuous presence 
in the United States from that date until the 
date on which the alien is granted blue card sta-
tus, with the exception of absences from the 
United States that are brief, casual, and inno-
cent, whether or not such absences were author-
ized by the Secretary; 

(2) submits a completed application before the 
end of the period set forth in subsection (b)(2); 
and 

(3) is not ineligible under paragraph (3) or (4) 
of section 245B(b) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (other than a nonimmigrant alien 
admitted to the United States for agricultural 
employment described in section 
101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) of such Act. 

(b) APPLICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien who meets the eligi-

bility requirements set forth in subsection (a)(1), 
may apply for blue card status and that alien’s 
spouse or child may apply for blue card status 
as a dependent, by submitting a completed ap-
plication form to the Secretary during the appli-
cation period set forth in paragraph (2) in ac-
cordance with the final rule promulgated by the 
Secretary pursuant to subsection (e). 

(2) SUBMISSION.—The Secretary shall provide 
that the alien shall be able to submit an applica-
tion under paragraph (1)— 

(A) if the applicant is represented by an attor-
ney or a nonprofit religious, charitable, social 
service, or similar organization recognized by 
the Board of Immigration Appeals under section 
292.2 of title 8, Code of Federal Regulations; or 

(B) to a qualified entity if the applicant con-
sents to the forwarding of the application to the 
Secretary. 

(3) APPLICATION PERIOD.— 
(A) INITIAL PERIOD.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Secretary may only ac-
cept applications for blue card status for a 1- 
year period from aliens in the United States be-
ginning on the date on which the final rule is 
published in the Federal Register pursuant to 
subsection (f), except that qualified non-
immigrants who have participated in the H–2A 
Program may apply from outside of the United 
States. 

(B) EXTENSION.—If the Secretary determines, 
during the initial period described in subpara-
graph (A), that additional time is required to 
process applications for blue card status or for 
other good cause, the Secretary may extend the 
period for accepting applications for an addi-
tional 18 months. 

(4) APPLICATION FORM.— 
(A) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—The application 

form referred to in paragraph (1) shall collect 
such information as the Secretary determines 
necessary and appropriate. 

(B) FAMILY APPLICATION.—The Secretary 
shall establish a process through which an alien 
may submit a single application under this sec-
tion on behalf of the alien, his or her spouse, 
and his or her children, who are residing in the 
United States. 

(C) INTERVIEW.—The Secretary may interview 
applicants for blue card status to determine 
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whether they meet the eligibility requirements 
set forth in subsection (a)(1). 

(5) ALIENS APPREHENDED BEFORE OR DURING 
THE APPLICATION PERIOD.—If an alien, who is 
apprehended during the period beginning on the 
date of the enactment of this Act and ending on 
the application period described in paragraph 
(3), appears prima facie eligible for blue card 
status, the Secretary— 

(A) shall provide the alien with a reasonable 
opportunity to file an application under this 
section during such application period; and 

(B) may not remove the individual until a 
final administrative determination is made on 
the application. 

(6) SUSPENSION OF REMOVAL DURING APPLICA-
TION PERIOD.— 

(A) PROTECTION FROM DETENTION OR RE-
MOVAL.—An alien granted blue card status may 
not be detained by the Secretary or removed 
from the United States unless— 

(i) such alien is, or has become, ineligible for 
blue card status; or 

(ii) the alien’s blue card status has been re-
voked. 

(B) ALIENS IN REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et 
seq.)— 

(i) if the Secretary determines that an alien, 
during the period beginning on the date of the 
enactment of this section and ending on the last 
day of the application period described in para-
graph (2), is in removal, deportation, or exclu-
sion proceedings before the Executive Office for 
Immigration Review and is prima facie eligible 
for blue card status under this section— 

(I) the Secretary shall provide the alien with 
the opportunity to file an application for such 
status; and 

(II) upon motion by the Secretary and with 
the consent of the alien or upon motion by the 
alien, the Executive Office for Immigration Re-
view shall— 

(aa) terminate such proceedings without prej-
udice to future proceedings on any basis; and 

(bb) provide the alien a reasonable oppor-
tunity to apply for such status; and 

(ii) if the Executive Office for Immigration Re-
view determines that an alien, during the appli-
cation period described in paragraph (2), is in 
removal, deportation, or exclusion proceedings 
before the Executive Office for Immigration Re-
view and is prima facie eligible for blue card 
status under this section— 

(I) the Executive Office of Immigration Review 
shall notify the Secretary of such determination; 
and 

(II) if the Secretary does not dispute the deter-
mination of prima facie eligibility within 7 days 
after such notification, the Executive Office for 
Immigration Review, upon consent of the alien, 
shall— 

(aa) terminate such proceedings without prej-
udice to future proceedings on any basis; and 

(bb) permit the alien a reasonable opportunity 
to apply for such status. 

(C) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN ALIENS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—If an alien who meets the eli-

gibility requirements set forth in subsection (a) 
is present in the United States and has been or-
dered excluded, deported, or removed, or ordered 
to depart voluntarily from the United States 
under any provision of this Act— 

(I) notwithstanding such order or section 
241(a)(5) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1231(a)(5)), the alien may apply for 
blue card status under this section; and 

(II) if the alien is granted such status, the 
alien shall file a motion to reopen the exclusion, 
deportation, removal, or voluntary departure 
order, which motion shall be granted unless 1 or 
more of the grounds of ineligibility is established 
by clear and convincing evidence. 

(ii) LIMITATIONS ON MOTIONS TO REOPEN.—The 
limitations on motions to reopen set forth in sec-
tion 240(c)(7) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1229a(c)(7)) shall not apply 
to motions filed under clause (i)(II). 

(D) PERIOD PENDING ADJUDICATION OF APPLI-
CATION.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—During the period beginning 
on the date on which an alien applies for blue 
card status under this subsection and the date 
on which the Secretary makes a final decision 
regarding such application, the alien— 

(I) may receive advance parole to reenter the 
United States if urgent humanitarian cir-
cumstances compel such travel; 

(II) may not be detained by the Secretary or 
removed from the United States unless the Sec-
retary makes a prima facie determination that 
such alien is, or has become, ineligible for blue 
card status; 

(III) shall not be considered unlawfully 
present for purposes of section 212(a)(9)(B) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(a)(9)(B)); and 

(IV) shall not be considered an unauthorized 
alien (as defined in section 274A(h)(3) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1324a(h)(3))). 

(ii) EVIDENCE OF APPLICATION FILING.—As 
soon as practicable after receiving each applica-
tion for blue card status, the Secretary shall 
provide the applicant with a document acknowl-
edging the receipt of such application. 

(iii) CONTINUING EMPLOYMENT.—An employer 
who knows an alien employee is an applicant 
for blue card status or will apply for such status 
once the application period commences is not in 
violation of section 274A(a)(2) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a(a)(2)) if 
the employer continues to employ the alien 
pending the adjudication of the alien employee’s 
application. 

(iv) EFFECT OF DEPARTURE.—Section 101(g) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(g)) shall not apply to an alien granted— 

(I) advance parole under clause (i)(I) to reen-
ter the United States; or 

(II) blue card status. 
(7) SECURITY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT CLEAR-

ANCES.— 
(A) BIOMETRIC AND BIOGRAPHIC DATA.—The 

Secretary may not grant blue card status to an 
alien or an alien dependent spouse or child 
under this section unless such alien submits bio-
metric and biographic data in accordance with 
procedures established by the Secretary. 

(B) ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURES.—The Sec-
retary shall provide an alternative procedure for 
applicants who cannot provide the standard bi-
ometric data required under subparagraph (A) 
because of a physical impairment. 

(C) CLEARANCES.— 
(i) DATA COLLECTION.—The Secretary shall 

collect, from each alien applying for status 
under this section, biometric, biographic, and 
other data that the Secretary determines to be 
appropriate— 

(I) to conduct national security and law en-
forcement clearances; and 

(II) to determine whether there are any na-
tional security or law enforcement factors that 
would render an alien ineligible for such status. 

(ii) PREREQUISITE.—The required clearances 
described in clause (i)(I) shall be completed be-
fore the alien may be granted blue card status. 

(8) DURATION OF STATUS.—After the date that 
is 8 years after the date regulations are pub-
lished under this section, no alien may remain 
in blue card status. 

(9) FEES AND PENALTIES.— 
(A) STANDARD PROCESSING FEE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Aliens who are 16 years of 

age or older and are applying for blue card sta-
tus under paragraph (2), or for an extension of 
such status, shall pay a processing fee to the 
Department in an amount determined by the 
Secretary. 

(ii) RECOVERY OF COSTS.—The processing fee 
authorized under clause (i) shall be set at a level 
that is sufficient to recover the full costs of 
processing the application, including any costs 
incurred— 

(I) to adjudicate the application; 

(II) to take and process biometrics; 
(III) to perform national security and criminal 

checks, including adjudication; 
(IV) to prevent and investigate fraud; and 
(V) to administer the collection of such fee. 
(iii) AUTHORITY TO LIMIT FEES.—The Sec-

retary, by regulation, may— 
(I) limit the maximum processing fee payable 

under this subparagraph by a family, including 
spouses and unmarried children younger than 
21 years of age; and 

(II) exempt defined classes of individuals from 
the payment of the fee authorized under clause 
(i). 

(B) DEPOSIT AND USE OF PROCESSING FEES.— 
Fees collected pursuant to subparagraph 
(A)(i)— 

(i) shall be deposited into the Immigration Ex-
aminations Fee Account pursuant to section 
286(m); and 

(ii) shall remain available until expended pur-
suant to section 286(n). 

(C) PENALTY.— 
(i) PAYMENT.—In addition to the processing 

fee required under subparagraph (A), aliens 
who are 21 years of age or older and are apply-
ing for blue card status under paragraph (2) 
shall pay a $100 penalty to the Department. 

(ii) DEPOSIT.—Penalties collected pursuant to 
clause (i) shall be deposited into the Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a)(1). 

(10) ADJUDICATION.— 
(A) FAILURE TO SUBMIT SUFFICIENT EVI-

DENCE.—The Secretary shall deny an applica-
tion submitted by an alien who fails to submit— 

(i) requested initial evidence, including re-
quested biometric data; or 

(ii) any requested additional evidence by the 
date required by the Secretary. 

(B) AMENDED APPLICATION.—An alien whose 
application for blue card status is denied under 
subparagraph (A) may file an amended applica-
tion for such status to the Secretary if the 
amended application— 

(i) is filed within the application period de-
scribed in paragraph (3); and 

(ii) contains all the required information and 
fees that were missing from the initial applica-
tion. 

(11) EVIDENCE OF BLUE CARD STATUS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall issue 

documentary evidence of blue card status to 
each alien whose application for such status has 
been approved. 

(B) DOCUMENTATION FEATURES.—Documen-
tary evidence provided under subparagraph 
(A)— 

(i) shall be machine-readable and tamper-re-
sistant, and shall contain a digitized photo-
graph; 

(ii) shall, during the alien’s authorized period 
of admission, and any extension of such author-
ized admission, serve as a valid travel and entry 
document for the purpose of applying for admis-
sion to the United States; 

(iii) may be accepted during the period of its 
validity by an employer as evidence of employ-
ment authorization and identity under section 
274A(b)(1)(B) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a(b)(1)(B)); and 

(iv) shall include such other features and in-
formation as the Secretary may prescribe. 

(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF BLUE CARD 
STATUS.— 

(1) CONDITIONS OF BLUE CARD STATUS.— 
(A) EMPLOYMENT.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, including section 
241(a)(7) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1231(a)(7)), an alien with blue card 
status shall be authorized to be employed in the 
United States while in such status. 

(B) TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES.—An 
alien with blue card status may travel outside of 
the United States and may be admitted, if other-
wise admissible, upon returning to the United 
States without having to obtain a visa if— 

(i) the alien is in possession of— 
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(I) valid, unexpired documentary evidence of 

blue card status that complies with subsection 
(b)(11); or 

(II) a travel document that has been approved 
by the Secretary and was issued to the alien 
after the alien’s original documentary evidence 
was lost, stolen, or destroyed; 

(ii) the alien’s absence from the United States 
did not exceed 180 days, unless the alien’s fail-
ure to timely return was due to extenuating cir-
cumstances beyond the alien’s control; and 

(iii) the alien establishes that the alien is not 
inadmissible under subparagraph (A)(i), (A)(iii), 
(B), or (C) of section 212(a)(3) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)). 

(C) ADMISSION.—An alien granted blue card 
status shall be considered to have been admitted 
in such status as of the date on which the 
alien’s application was filed. 

(D) CLARIFICATION OF STATUS.—An alien 
granted blue card status— 

(i) is lawfully admitted to the United States; 
and 

(ii) may not be classified as a nonimmigrant or 
as an alien who has been lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence. 

(2) REVOCATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may revoke 

blue card status at any time after providing ap-
propriate notice to the alien, and after the ex-
haustion or waiver of all applicable administra-
tive review procedures under section 245E(c) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, as added 
by section 2104(a) of this Act, if the alien— 

(i) no longer meets the eligibility requirements 
for blue card status; 

(ii) knowingly used documentation issued 
under this section for an unlawful or fraudulent 
purpose; or 

(iii) was absent from the United States for— 
(I) any single period longer than 180 days in 

violation of the requirement under paragraph 
(1)(B)(ii); or 

(II) for more than 180 days in the aggregate 
during any calendar year, unless the alien’s 
failure to timely return was due to extenuating 
circumstances beyond the alien’s control. 

(B) ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—In determining whether to 

revoke an alien’s status under subparagraph 
(A), the Secretary may require the alien— 

(I) to submit additional evidence; or 
(II) to appear for an interview. 
(ii) EFFECT OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—The status 

of an alien who fails to comply with any re-
quirement imposed by the Secretary under 
clause (i) shall be revoked unless the alien dem-
onstrates to the Secretary’s satisfaction that 
such failure was reasonably excusable. 

(C) INVALIDATION OF DOCUMENTATION.—If an 
alien’s blue card status is revoked under sub-
paragraph (A), any documentation issued by 
the Secretary to such alien under subsection 
(b)(11) shall automatically be rendered invalid 
for any purpose except for departure from the 
United States. 

(3) INELIGIBILITY FOR PUBLIC BENEFITS.—An 
alien who has been granted blue card status is 
not eligible for any Federal means-tested public 
benefit (as such term is defined and implemented 
in section 403 of the Personal Responsibility and 
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 
U.S.C. 1613)). 

(4) TREATMENT OF BLUE CARD STATUS.—A 
noncitizen granted blue card status shall be 
considered lawfully present in the United States 
for all purposes while such noncitizen remains 
in such status, except that the noncitizen— 

(A) is not entitled to the premium assistance 
tax credit authorized under section 36B of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for his or her 
coverage; 

(B) shall be subject to the rules applicable to 
individuals who are not lawfully present set 
forth in subsection (e) of such section; 

(C) shall be subject to the rules applicable to 
individuals who are not lawfully present set 
forth in section 1402(e) of the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18071(e)); 
and 

(D) shall be subject to the rules applicable to 
individuals not lawfully present set forth in sec-
tion 5000A(d)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

(5) ADJUSTMENT TO REGISTERED PROVISIONAL 
IMMIGRANT STATUS.—The Secretary may adjust 
the status of an alien who has been granted 
blue card status to the status of a registered pro-
visional immigrant under section 245B of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act if the Secretary 
determines that the alien is unable to fulfill the 
agricultural service requirement set forth in sec-
tion 245F(a)(1) of such Act. 

(d) RECORD OF EMPLOYMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each employer of an alien 

granted blue card status shall annually pro-
vide— 

(A) a written record of employment to the 
alien; and 

(B) a copy of such record to the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

(2) CIVIL PENALTIES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary finds, after 

notice and an opportunity for a hearing, that 
an employer of an alien granted blue card sta-
tus has knowingly failed to provide the record 
of employment required under paragraph (1) or 
has provided a false statement of material fact 
in such a record, the employer shall be subject 
to a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed 
$500 per violation. 

(B) LIMITATION.—The penalty under subpara-
graph (A) for failure to provide employment 
records shall not apply unless the alien has pro-
vided the employer with evidence of employment 
authorization provided under subsection (c). 

(C) DEPOSIT OF CIVIL PENALTIES.—Civil pen-
alties collected under this paragraph shall be 
deposited in the Comprehensive Immigration Re-
form Trust Fund established under section 
6(a)(1). 

(3) TERMINATION OF OBLIGATION.—The obliga-
tion under paragraph (1) shall terminate on the 
date that is 8 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(4) EMPLOYER PROTECTIONS.— 
(A) USE OF EMPLOYMENT RECORDS.—Copies of 

employment records or other evidence of employ-
ment provided by an alien or by an alien’s em-
ployer in support of an alien’s application for 
blue card status may not be used in a civil or 
criminal prosecution or investigation of that em-
ployer under section 274A of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a) or the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 for the prior un-
lawful employment of that alien regardless of 
the adjudication of such application or recon-
sideration by the Secretary of such alien’s prima 
facie eligibility determination. Employers that 
provide unauthorized aliens with copies of em-
ployment records or other evidence of employ-
ment pursuant to an application for blue card 
status shall not be subject to civil and criminal 
liability pursuant to such section 274A for em-
ploying such unauthorized aliens. 

(B) LIMIT ON APPLICABILITY.—The protections 
for employers and aliens under subparagraph 
(A) shall not apply if the aliens or employers 
submit employment records that are deemed to 
be fraudulent. 

(e) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, shall issue final regulations to imple-
ment this chapter. 
SEC. 2212. ADJUSTMENT TO PERMANENT RESI-

DENT STATUS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 5 of title II (8 

U.S.C. 1255 et seq.) is amended by inserting after 
section 245E, as added by section 2104 of this 
Act, the following: 
‘‘SEC. 245F. ADJUSTMENT TO PERMANENT RESI-

DENT STATUS FOR AGRICULTURAL 
WORKERS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), and not earlier than 5 years after 

the date of the enactment of the Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act, the Secretary shall adjust 
the status of an alien granted blue card status 
to that of an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence if the Secretary determines that 
the following requirements are satisfied: 

‘‘(1) QUALIFYING EMPLOYMENT.—Except as 
provided in paragraph (3), the alien— 

‘‘(A) during the 8-year period beginning on 
the date of the enactment of the Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act, performed not less than 100 
work days of agricultural employment during 
each of 5 years; or 

‘‘(B) during the 5-year period beginning on 
such date of enactment, performed not less than 
150 work days of agricultural employment dur-
ing each of 3 years. 

‘‘(2) EVIDENCE.—An alien may demonstrate 
compliance with the requirement under para-
graph (1) by submitting— 

‘‘(A) the record of employment described in 
section 2211(d) of the Border Security, Economic 
Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization 
Act; 

‘‘(B) documentation that may be submitted 
under subsection (e)(4); or 

‘‘(C) any other documentation designated by 
the Secretary for such purpose. 

‘‘(3) EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In determining whether an 

alien has met the requirement under paragraph 
(1), the Secretary may credit the alien with not 
more than 12 additional months of agricultural 
employment in the United States to meet such 
requirement if the alien was unable to work in 
agricultural employment due to— 

‘‘(i) pregnancy, disabling injury, or disease 
that the alien can establish through medical 
records; 

‘‘(ii) illness, disease, or other special needs of 
a child that the alien can establish through 
medical records; 

‘‘(iii) severe weather conditions that prevented 
the alien from engaging in agricultural employ-
ment for a significant period of time; or 

‘‘(iv) termination from agricultural employ-
ment, if the Secretary determines that— 

‘‘(I) the termination was without just cause; 
and 

‘‘(II) the alien was unable to find alternative 
agricultural employment after a reasonable job 
search. 

‘‘(B) EFFECT OF DETERMINATION.—A deter-
mination under subparagraph (A)(iv), with re-
spect to an alien, shall not be conclusive, bind-
ing, or admissible in a separate or subsequent 
judicial or administrative action or proceeding 
between the alien and a current or prior em-
ployer of the alien or any other party. 

‘‘(4) APPLICATION PERIOD.—The alien applies 
for adjustment of status before the alien’s blue 
card status expires. 

‘‘(5) FINE.—The alien pays a fine of $400 to 
the Secretary, which shall be deposited into the 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform Trust Fund 
established under section 6(a)(1) of the Border 
Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigra-
tion Modernization Act. 

‘‘(b) GROUNDS FOR DENIAL OF ADJUSTMENT OF 
STATUS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not ad-
just the status of an alien granted blue card sta-
tus if the alien— 

‘‘(A) is no longer eligible for blue card status; 
or 

‘‘(B) failed to perform the qualifying employ-
ment requirement under subsection (a)(1), con-
sidering any amount credited by the Secretary 
under subsection (a)(3). 

‘‘(2) MAINTENANCE OF WAIVERS OF INADMIS-
SIBILITY.—The grounds of inadmissibility set 
forth in section 212(a) that were previously 
waived for the alien or made inapplicable shall 
not apply for purposes of the alien’s adjustment 
of status under this section. 

‘‘(3) PENDING REVOCATION PROCEEDINGS.—If 
the Secretary has notified the applicant that the 
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Secretary intends to revoke the applicant’s blue 
card status, the Secretary may not approve an 
application for adjustment of status under this 
section unless the Secretary makes a final deter-
mination not to revoke the applicant’s status. 

‘‘(4) PAYMENT OF TAXES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An applicant may not file 

an application for adjustment of status under 
this section unless the applicant has satisfied 
any applicable Federal tax liability. 

‘‘(B) DEFINITION OF APPLICABLE FEDERAL TAX 
LIABILITY.—In this paragraph, the term ‘appli-
cable federal tax liability’ means all Federal in-
come taxes assessed in accordance with section 
6203 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 since 
the date on which the applicant was authorized 
to work in the United States in blue card status. 

‘‘(C) COMPLIANCE.—The applicant may dem-
onstrate compliance with subparagraph (A) by 
submitting such documentation as the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, may require by regulation. 

‘‘(c) SPOUSES AND CHILDREN.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary shall grant permanent resident status to 
the spouse or child of an alien whose status was 
adjusted under subsection (a) if— 

‘‘(1) the spouse or child (including any indi-
vidual who was a child on the date such alien 
was granted blue card status) applies for such 
status; 

‘‘(2) the principal alien includes the spouse 
and children in an application for adjustment of 
status to that of a lawful permanent resident; 
and 

‘‘(3) the spouse or child is not ineligible for 
such status under section 245B. 

‘‘(d) NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS DO NOT 
APPLY.—The numerical limitations under sec-
tions 201 and 202 shall not apply to the adjust-
ment of aliens to lawful permanent resident sta-
tus under this section. 

‘‘(e) SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) INTERVIEW.—The Secretary may inter-

view applicants for adjustment of status under 
this section to determine whether they meet the 
eligibility requirements set forth in this section. 

‘‘(2) FEES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Applicants for adjustment 

of status under this section shall pay a proc-
essing fee to the Secretary in an amount that 
will ensure the recovery of the full costs of adju-
dicating such applications, including— 

‘‘(i) the cost of taking and processing bio-
metrics; 

‘‘(ii) expenses relating to prevention and in-
vestigation of fraud; and 

‘‘(iii) costs relating to the administration of 
the fees collected. 

‘‘(B) AUTHORITY TO LIMIT FEES.—The Sec-
retary, by regulation— 

‘‘(i) may limit the maximum processing fee 
payable under this paragraph by a family, in-
cluding spouses and unmarried children young-
er than 21 years of age; and 

‘‘(ii) may exempt individuals described in sec-
tion 245B(c)(10) and other defined classes of in-
dividuals from the payment of the fee under 
subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(3) DISPOSITION OF FEES.—All fees collected 
under paragraph (2)(A)— 

‘‘(A) shall be deposited into the Immigration 
Examinations Fee Account pursuant to section 
286(m); and 

‘‘(B) shall remain available until expended 
pursuant to section 286(n). 

‘‘(4) DOCUMENTATION OF WORK HISTORY.— 
‘‘(A) BURDEN OF PROOF.—An alien applying 

for blue card status under section 2211 of the 
Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernization Act or for adjust-
ment of status under subsection (a) shall pro-
vide evidence that the alien has worked the req-
uisite number of hours or days required under 
subsection (a)(1) of such section 2211 or sub-
section (a)(3) of this section, as applicable. 

‘‘(B) TIMELY PRODUCTION OF RECORDS.—If an 
employer or farm labor contractor employing 

such an alien has kept proper and adequate 
records respecting such employment, the alien’s 
burden of proof under subparagraph (A) may be 
met by securing timely production of those 
records under regulations to be promulgated by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE.—An alien may 
meet the burden of proof under subparagraph 
(A) to establish that the alien has performed the 
days or hours of work referred to in subpara-
graph (A) by producing sufficient evidence to 
show the extent of that employment as a matter 
of just and reasonable inference. 

‘‘(f) PENALTIES FOR FALSE STATEMENTS IN AP-
PLICATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Any person who— 
‘‘(A) files an application for blue card status 

under section 2211 of the Border Security, Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act or an adjustment of status under 
this section and knowingly and willfully fal-
sifies, conceals, or covers up a material fact or 
makes any false, fictitious, or fraudulent state-
ments or representations, or makes or uses any 
false writing or document knowing the same to 
contain any false, fictitious, or fraudulent state-
ment or entry; or 

‘‘(B) creates or supplies a false writing or doc-
ument for use in making such an application, 
shall be fined in accordance with title 18, United 
States Code, imprisoned not more than 5 years, 
or both. 

‘‘(2) INADMISSIBILITY.—An alien who is con-
victed of a crime under paragraph (1) shall be 
deemed inadmissible to the United States on the 
ground described in section 212(a)(6)(C)(i). 

‘‘(3) DEPOSIT.—Fines collected under para-
graph (1) shall be deposited into the Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a)(1) of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act. 

‘‘(g) ELIGIBILITY FOR LEGAL SERVICES.—Sec-
tion 504(a)(11) of the Departments of Commerce, 
Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1996 (Public Law 
104–134; 110 Stat. 1321–55) may not be construed 
to prevent a recipient of funds under the Legal 
Services Corporation Act (42 U.S.C. 2996 et seq.) 
from providing legal assistance directly related 
to an application for blue card status under sec-
tion 2211 of the Border Security, Economic Op-
portunity, and Immigration Modernization Act, 
to an individual who has been granted blue card 
status, or for an application for an adjustment 
of status under this section. 

‘‘(h) ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL REVIEW.— 
Aliens applying for blue card status under sec-
tion 2211 of the Border Security, Economic Op-
portunity, and Immigration Modernization Act 
or adjustment to permanent resident status 
under this section shall be entitled to the rights 
and subject to the conditions applicable to other 
classes of aliens under sections 242(h) and 245E. 

‘‘(i) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.— 
The provisions set forth in section 245E which 
are applicable to aliens described in section 
245B, 245C, and 245D shall apply to aliens ap-
plying for blue card status under section 2211 of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act or adjust-
ment to permanent resident status under this 
section. 

‘‘(j) LIMITATION ON BLUE CARD STATUS.—An 
alien granted blue card status under section 
2211 of the Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization Act may 
only adjust status to an alien lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence under this section, sec-
tion 245C of this Act, or section 2302 of the Bor-
der Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immi-
gration Modernization Act. 

‘‘(k) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) BLUE CARD STATUS.—The term ‘blue card 

status’ means the status of an alien who has 
been lawfully admitted into the United States 
for temporary residence under section 2211 of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act. 

‘‘(2) AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT.—The term 
‘agricultural employment’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 3 of the Migrant and 
Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act (29 
U.S.C. 1802), without regard to whether the spe-
cific service or activity is temporary or seasonal. 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYER.—The term ‘employer’ means 
any person or entity, including any farm labor 
contractor and any agricultural association, 
that employs workers in agricultural employ-
ment. 

‘‘(4) WORK DAY.—The term ‘work day’ means 
any day in which the individual is employed 
5.75 or more hours in agricultural employ-
ment.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
201(b)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(1), as amended by sec-
tion 2103(c), is further amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(G) Aliens granted lawful permanent resi-
dent status under section 245F.’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents, as amended by section 2104(e), is further 
amended by inserting after the item relating to 
section 245E the following: 

‘‘Sec. 245F. Adjustment to permanent resident 
status for agricultural workers.’’. 

SEC. 2213. USE OF INFORMATION. 
Beginning not later than the first day of the 

application period described in section 
2211(b)(3), the Secretary, in cooperation with 
qualified designated entities, shall broadly dis-
seminate information respecting the benefits 
that aliens may receive under this subchapter 
and the requirements that an alien is required to 
meet to receive such benefits. 
SEC. 2214. REPORTS ON BLUE CARDS. 

Not later than September 30, 2013, and annu-
ally thereafter for the next 8 years, the Sec-
retary shall submit a report to Congress that 
identifies, for the previous fiscal year— 

(1) the number of aliens who applied for blue 
card status; 

(2) the number of aliens who were granted 
blue card status; 

(3) the number of aliens who applied for an 
adjustment of status pursuant to section 245F(a) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as 
added by section 2212; and 

(4) the number of aliens who received an ad-
justment of status pursuant such section 
245F(a). 
SEC. 2215. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary such sums as may be necessary to im-
plement this subchapter, including any sums 
needed for costs associated with the initiation of 
such implementation, for fiscal years 2013 and 
2014. 

Subchapter B—Correction of Social Security 
Records 

SEC. 2221. CORRECTION OF SOCIAL SECURITY 
RECORDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 208(e)(1) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 408(e)(1)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking ‘‘or’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘or’’ at 
the end; 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 
following: 

‘‘(D) who is granted blue card status under 
the Agricultural Worker Program Act of 2013,’’; 
and 

(4) by striking ‘‘1990.’’ and inserting ‘‘1990, or 
in the case of an alien described in subpara-
graph (D), if such conduct is alleged to have oc-
curred before the date on which the alien was 
granted blue card status under section 2211(a) of 
the Agricultural Worker Program Act of 2013.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the first 
day of the seventh month that begins after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
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CHAPTER 2—NONIMMIGRANT 

AGRICULTURAL VISA PROGRAM 
SEC. 2231. NONIMMIGRANT CLASSIFICATION FOR 

NONIMMIGRANT AGRICULTURAL 
WORKERS. 

Section 101(a)(15) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(W) an alien having a residence in a foreign 
country who is coming to the United States for 
a temporary period— 

‘‘(iii)(I) to perform services or labor in agricul-
tural employment and who has a written con-
tract that specifies the wages, benefits, and 
working conditions of such full-time employ-
ment in an agricultural occupation with a des-
ignated agricultural employer for a specified pe-
riod of time; and 

‘‘(II) who meets the requirements under sec-
tion 218A for a nonimmigrant visa described in 
this clause; or 

‘‘(iv)(I) to perform services or labor in agricul-
tural employment and who has an offer of full- 
time employment in an agricultural occupation 
from a designated agricultural employer for 
such employment and is not described in clause 
(i); and 

‘‘(II) who meets the requirements under sec-
tion 218A for a nonimmigrant visa described in 
this clause.’’. 
SEC. 2232. ESTABLISHMENT OF NONIMMIGRANT 

AGRICULTURAL WORKER PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 2 of title II (8 

U.S.C. 1181 et seq.) is amended by inserting after 
section 218 the following: 
‘‘SEC. 218A. NONIMMIGRANT AGRICULTURAL 

WORKER PROGRAM. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section and in 

clauses (iii) and (iv) of section 101(a)(15)(W): 
‘‘(1) AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT.—The term 

‘agricultural employment’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 3 of the Migrant and 
Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act (29 
U.S.C. 1802), without regard to whether the spe-
cific service or activity is temporary or seasonal. 

‘‘(2) AT-WILL AGRICULTURAL WORKER.—The 
term ‘at-will agricultural worker’ means an 
alien present in the United States pursuant to 
section 101(a)(15)(W)(iv). 

‘‘(3) BLUE CARD.—The term ‘blue card’ means 
an employment authorization and travel docu-
ment issued to an alien granted blue card status 
under section 2211(a) of the Agricultural Worker 
Program Act of 2013. 

‘‘(4) CONTRACT AGRICULTURAL WORKER.—The 
term ‘contract agricultural worker’ means an 
alien present in the United States pursuant to 
section 101(a)(15)(W)(iii). 

‘‘(5) DESIGNATED AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYER.— 
The term ‘designated agricultural employer’ 
means an employer who is registered with the 
Secretary of Agriculture pursuant to subsection 
(e)(1). 

‘‘(6) ELECTRONIC JOB REGISTRY.—The term 
‘Electronic Job Registry’ means the Electronic 
Job Registry of a State workforce agency (or 
similar successor registry). 

‘‘(7) EMPLOYER.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided, the term ‘employer’ means any person or 
entity, including any farm labor contractor and 
any agricultural association, that employs 
workers in agricultural employment. 

‘‘(8) NONIMMIGRANT AGRICULTURAL WORKER.— 
The term ‘nonimmigrant agricultural worker’ 
mean a nonimmigrant described in clause (iii) or 
(iv) of section 101(a)(15)(W). 

‘‘(9) PROGRAM.—The term ‘Program’ means 
the Nonimmigrant Agricultural Worker Program 
established under subsection (b). 

‘‘(10) SECRETARY.—Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, the term ‘Secretary’ means 
the Secretary of Agriculture. 

‘‘(11) UNITED STATES WORKER.—The term 
‘United States worker’ means an individual 
who— 

‘‘(A) is a national of the United States; or 
‘‘(B) is an alien who— 
‘‘(i) is lawfully admitted for permanent resi-

dence; 

‘‘(ii) is admitted as a refugee under section 
207; 

‘‘(iii) is granted asylum under section 208; 
‘‘(iv) holds a blue card; or 
‘‘(v) is an immigrant otherwise authorized by 

this Act or by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to be employed in the United States. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) EMPLOYER.—An employer may not em-

ploy an alien for agricultural employment under 
the Program unless such employer is a des-
ignated agricultural employer and complies with 
the terms of this section. 

‘‘(2) WORKER.—An alien may not be employed 
for agricultural employment under the Program 
unless such alien is a nonimmigrant agricultural 
worker and complies with the terms of this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(c) NUMERICAL LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(1) FIRST 5 YEARS OF PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the worldwide level of visas for nonimmigrant 
agricultural workers for the fiscal year during 
which the first visa is issued to a nonimmigrant 
agricultural worker and for each of the fol-
lowing 4 fiscal years shall be equal to— 

‘‘(i) 112,333; and 
‘‘(ii) the numerical adjustment made by the 

Secretary for such fiscal year in accordance 
with paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) QUARTERLY ALLOCATION.—The annual 
allocation of visas described in subparagraph 
(A) shall be evenly allocated between the 4 
quarters of the fiscal year unless the Secretary 
determines that an alternative allocation would 
better accommodate the seasonal demand for 
visas. Any unused visas in a quarter shall be 
added to the allocation for the subsequent quar-
ter of the same fiscal year. 

‘‘(C) EFFECT OF 2ND OR SUBSEQUENT DES-
IGNATED AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYER.—A non-
immigrant agricultural worker who has a valid 
visa issued under this section that counted 
against the allocation described in subpara-
graph (A) shall not be recounted against the al-
location if the worker is petitioned for by a sub-
sequent designated agricultural employer. 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENTS FOR FIRST 5 YEARS 
OF PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Labor, and after re-
viewing relevant evidence submitted by agricul-
tural producers and organizations representing 
agricultural workers, may increase or decrease, 
as appropriate, the worldwide level of visas 
under paragraph (1) for each of the 5 fiscal 
years referred to in paragraph (1) after consid-
ering appropriate factors, including— 

‘‘(i) a demonstrated shortage of agricultural 
workers; 

‘‘(ii) the level of unemployment and under-
employment of agricultural workers during the 
preceding fiscal year; 

‘‘(iii) the number of applications for blue card 
status; 

‘‘(iv) the number of blue card visa applica-
tions approved; 

‘‘(v) the number of nonimmigrant agricultural 
workers sought by employers during the pre-
ceding fiscal year; 

‘‘(vi) the estimated number of United States 
workers, including blue card workers, who 
worked in agriculture during the preceding fis-
cal year; 

‘‘(vii) the number of nonimmigrant agricul-
tural workers issued a visa in the most recent 
fiscal year who remain in the United States in 
compliance with the terms of such visa; 

‘‘(viii) the number of United States workers 
who accepted jobs offered by employers using 
the Electronic Job Registry during the preceding 
fiscal year; 

‘‘(ix) any growth or contraction of the United 
States agricultural industry that has increased 
or decreased the demand for agricultural work-
ers; and 

‘‘(x) any changes in the real wages paid to ag-
ricultural workers in the United States as an in-

dication of a shortage or surplus of agricultural 
labor. 

‘‘(B) NOTIFICATION; IMPLEMENTATION.—The 
Secretary shall notify the Secretary of Home-
land Security of any change to the worldwide 
level of visas for nonimmigrant agricultural 
workers. The Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall implement such changes. 

‘‘(C) EMERGENCY PROCEDURES.—The Secretary 
shall establish, by regulation, procedures for im-
mediately adjusting an annual allocation under 
paragraph (1) for labor shortages, as determined 
by the Secretary. The Secretary shall make a de-
cision on a petition for an adjustment of status 
not later than 30 days after receiving such peti-
tion. 

‘‘(3) SIXTH AND SUBSEQUENT YEARS OF PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Labor, shall establish the world-
wide level of visas for nonimmigrant agricul-
tural workers for each fiscal year following the 
fiscal years referred to in paragraph (1) after 
considering appropriate factors, including— 

‘‘(A) a demonstrated shortage of agricultural 
workers; 

‘‘(B) the level of unemployment and under-
employment of agricultural workers during the 
preceding fiscal year; 

‘‘(C) the number of applications for blue card 
status; 

‘‘(D) the number of blue card visa applica-
tions approved; 

‘‘(E) the number of nonimmigrant agricultural 
workers sought by employers during the pre-
ceding fiscal year; 

‘‘(F) the estimated number of United States 
workers, including blue card workers, who 
worked in agriculture during the preceding fis-
cal year; 

‘‘(G) the number of nonimmigrant agricultural 
workers issued a visa in the most recent fiscal 
year who remain in the United States in compli-
ance with the terms of such visa; 

‘‘(H) the number of United States workers 
who accepted jobs offered by employers using 
the Electronic Job Registry during the preceding 
fiscal year; 

‘‘(I) any growth or contraction of the United 
States agricultural industry that has increased 
or decreased the demand for agricultural work-
ers; and 

‘‘(J) any changes in the real wages paid to ag-
ricultural workers in the United States as an in-
dication of a shortage or surplus of agricultural 
labor. 

‘‘(4) EMERGENCY PROCEDURES.—The Secretary 
shall establish, by regulation, procedures for im-
mediately adjusting an annual allocation under 
paragraph (3) for labor shortages, as determined 
by the Secretary. The Secretary shall make a de-
cision on a petition for an adjustment of status 
not later than 30 days after receiving such peti-
tion 

‘‘(d) REQUIREMENTS FOR NONIMMIGRANT AGRI-
CULTURAL WORKERS.— 

‘‘(1) ELIGIBILITY FOR NONIMMIGRANT AGRICUL-
TURAL WORKER STATUS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien is not eligible to 
be admitted to the United States as a non-
immigrant agricultural worker if the alien— 

‘‘(i) violated a material term or condition of a 
previous admission as a nonimmigrant agricul-
tural worker during the most recent 3-year pe-
riod (other than a contract agricultural worker 
who voluntarily abandons his or her employ-
ment before the end of the contract period or 
whose employment is terminated by the em-
ployer for cause); 

‘‘(ii) has not obtained successful clearance of 
any security and criminal background checks 
required by the Secretary of Homeland Security 
or any other examination required under this 
Act; or 

‘‘(iii)(I) departed from the United States while 
subject to an order of exclusion, deportation, or 
removal, or pursuant to an order of voluntary 
departure; and 

‘‘(II)(aa) is outside of the United States; or 
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‘‘(bb) has reentered the United States illegally 

after December 31, 2012, without receiving con-
sent to the alien’s reapplication for admission 
under section 212(a)(9). 

‘‘(B) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity may waive the application of subpara-
graph (A)(iii) on behalf of an alien if the alien— 

‘‘(i) is the spouse or child of a United States 
citizen or lawful permanent resident; 

‘‘(ii) is the parent of a child who is a United 
States citizen or lawful permanent resident; 

‘‘(iii) meets the requirements set forth in 
clause (ii) or (iii) of section 245D(b)(1)(A); or 

‘‘(iv)(I) meets the requirements set forth in 
section 245D(b)(1)(A)(ii); 

‘‘(II) is 16 years or older on the date on which 
the alien applies for nonimmigrant agricultural 
status; and 

‘‘(III) was physically present in the United 
States for an aggregate period of not less than 
3 years during the 6-year period immediately 
preceding the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(2) TERM OF STAY FOR NONIMMIGRANT AGRI-
CULTURAL WORKERS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(i) INITIAL ADMISSION.—A nonimmigrant ag-

ricultural worker may be admitted into the 
United States in such status for an initial period 
of 3 years. 

‘‘(ii) RENEWAL.—A nonimmigrant agricultural 
worker may renew such worker’s period of ad-
mission in the United States for 1 additional 3- 
year period. 

‘‘(B) BREAK IN PRESENCE.—A nonimmigrant 
agricultural worker who has been admitted to 
the United States for 2 consecutive periods 
under subparagraph (A) is ineligible to renew 
the alien’s nonimmigrant agricultural worker 
status until such alien— 

‘‘(i) returns to a residence outside the United 
States for a period of not less than 3 months; 
and 

‘‘(ii) seeks to reenter the United States under 
the terms of the Program as a nonimmigrant ag-
ricultural worker. 

‘‘(3) LOSS OF STATUS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien admitted as a 

nonimmigrant agricultural worker shall be ineli-
gible for such status and shall be required to de-
part the United States if such alien— 

‘‘(i) after the completion of his or her contract 
with a designated agricultural employer, is not 
employed in agricultural employment by a des-
ignated agricultural employer; or 

‘‘(ii) is an at-will agricultural worker and is 
not continuously employed by a designated agri-
cultural employer in agricultural employment as 
an at-will agricultural worker. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subject to subparagraph 
(C), a nonimmigrant agricultural worker has 
not violated subparagraph (A) if the non-
immigrant agricultural worker is not employed 
in agricultural employment for a period not to 
exceed 60 days. 

‘‘(C) WAIVER.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (B), the Secretary of Homeland Security 
may waive the application of clause (i) or (ii) of 
subparagraph (A) for a nonimmigrant agricul-
tural worker who was not employed in agricul-
tural employment for a period of more than 60 
days if such period of unemployment was due 
to— 

‘‘(i) the injury of such worker; or 
‘‘(ii) a natural disaster declared by the Sec-

retary. 
‘‘(D) TOLLING OF EMPLOYMENT REQUIRE-

MENT.—A nonimmigrant agricultural worker 
may leave the United States for up to 60 days in 
any fiscal year while in such status. During the 
period in which the worker is outside of the 
United States, the 60-day limit specified in sub-
paragraph (B) shall be tolled. 

‘‘(4) PORTABILITY OF STATUS.— 
‘‘(A) CONTRACT AGRICULTURAL WORKERS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), an alien who entered the United 
States as a contract agricultural worker may— 

‘‘(I) seek employment as a nonimmigrant agri-
cultural worker with a designated agricultural 
employer other than the designated agricultural 
employer with whom the employee had a con-
tract described in section 101(a)(15)(W)(iii)(I); 
and 

‘‘(II) accept employment with such new em-
ployer after the date the contract agricultural 
worker completes such contract. 

‘‘(ii) VOLUNTARY ABANDONMENT; TERMINATION 
FOR CAUSE.—A contract agricultural worker 
who voluntarily abandons his or her employ-
ment before the end of the contract period or 
whose employment is terminated for cause by 
the employer— 

‘‘(I) may not accept subsequent employment 
with another designated agricultural employer 
without first departing the United States and 
reentering pursuant to a new offer of employ-
ment; and 

‘‘(II) is not entitled to the 75 percent payment 
guarantee described in subsection (e)(4)(B). 

‘‘(iii) TERMINATION BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT.— 
The termination of an employment contract by 
mutual agreement of the designated agricultural 
employer and the contract agricultural worker 
shall not be considered voluntary abandonment 
for purposes of clause (ii). 

‘‘(B) AT-WILL AGRICULTURAL WORKERS.—An 
alien who entered the United States as an at- 
will agricultural worker may seek employment 
as an at-will agricultural worker with any other 
designated agricultural employer referred to in 
section 101(a)(15)(W)(iv)(I). 

‘‘(5) PROHIBITION ON GEOGRAPHIC LIMITA-
TION.—A nonimmigrant visa issued to a non-
immigrant agricultural worker— 

‘‘(A) shall not limit the geographical area 
within which such worker may be employed; 

‘‘(B) shall not limit the type of agricultural 
employment such worker may perform; and 

‘‘(C) shall restrict such worker to employment 
with designated agricultural employers. 

‘‘(6) TREATMENT OF SPOUSES AND CHILDREN.— 
A spouse or child of a nonimmigrant agricul-
tural worker— 

‘‘(A) shall not be entitled to a visa or any im-
migration status by virtue of the relationship of 
such spouse or child to such worker; and 

‘‘(B) may be provided status as a non-
immigrant agricultural worker if the spouse or 
child is independently qualified for such status. 

‘‘(e) EMPLOYER REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) DESIGNATED AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYER 

STATUS.— 
‘‘(A) REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT.—Each em-

ployer seeking to employ nonimmigrant agricul-
tural workers shall register for designated agri-
cultural employer status by submitting to the 
Secretary, through the Farm Service Agency in 
the geographic area of the employer or electroni-
cally to the Secretary, a registration that in-
cludes— 

‘‘(i) the employer’s employer identification 
number; and 

‘‘(ii) a registration fee, in an amount deter-
mined by the Secretary, which shall be used for 
the costs of administering the program. 

‘‘(B) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall grant 
designated agricultural employer status to an 
employer who submits a registration for such 
status that includes— 

‘‘(i) documentation that the employer is en-
gaged in agriculture; 

‘‘(ii) the estimated number of nonimmigrant 
agricultural workers the employer will need 
each year; 

‘‘(iii) the anticipated periods during which the 
employer will need such workers; and 

‘‘(iv) documentation establishing need for a 
specified agricultural occupation or occupa-
tions. 

‘‘(C) DESIGNATION.— 
‘‘(i) REGISTRATION NUMBER.—The Secretary 

shall assign each employer that meets the cri-
teria established pursuant to subparagraph (B) 
with a designated agricultural employer reg-
istration number. 

‘‘(ii) TERM OF DESIGNATION.—Each employer 
granted designated agricultural employer status 
under this paragraph shall retain such status 
for a term of 3 years. At the end of such 3-year 
term, the employer may renew the registration 
for another 3-year term if the employer meets 
the requirements set forth in subparagraphs (A) 
and (B). 

‘‘(D) ASSISTANCE.—In carrying out the func-
tions described in this subsection, the Secretary 
may work through the Farm Service Agency, or 
any other agency in the Department of Agri-
culture— 

‘‘(i) to assist agricultural employers with the 
registration process under this paragraph by 
providing such employers with— 

‘‘(I) technical assistance and expertise; 
‘‘(II) internet access for submitting such ap-

plications; and 
‘‘(III) a nonelectronic means for submitting 

such registrations; and 
‘‘(ii) to provide resources about the Program, 

including best practices and compliance related 
assistance and resources or training to assist in 
retention of such workers to agricultural em-
ployers. 

‘‘(E) DEPOSIT OF REGISTRATION FEE.—Fees col-
lected pursuant to subparagraph (A)(ii)— 

‘‘(i) shall be deposited into the Immigration 
Examinations Fee Account pursuant to section 
286(m); and 

‘‘(ii) shall remain available until expended 
pursuant to section 286(n). 

‘‘(2) NONIMMIGRANT AGRICULTURAL WORKER 
PETITION PROCESS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days be-
fore the date on which nonimmigrant agricul-
tural workers are needed, a designated agricul-
tural employer seeking to employ such workers 
shall submit a petition to the Secretary of Home-
land Security that includes the employer’s des-
ignated agricultural employer registration num-
ber. 

‘‘(B) ATTESTATION.—An petition submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall include an attes-
tation of the following: 

‘‘(i) The number of named or unnamed non-
immigrant agricultural workers the designated 
agricultural employer is seeking to employ dur-
ing the applicable period of employment. 

‘‘(ii) The total number of contract agricultural 
workers and of at-will agricultural workers the 
employer will require for each occupational cat-
egory. 

‘‘(iii) The anticipated period, including ex-
pected beginning and ending dates, during 
which such employees will be needed. 

‘‘(iv) Evidence of contracts or written disclo-
sures of employment terms and conditions in ac-
cordance with the Migrant and Seasonal Agri-
cultural Worker Protection Act (29 U.S.C. 1801 
et seq.), which have been disclosed or provided 
to the nonimmigrant agricultural workers, or a 
sample of such contract or disclosure for 
unnamed workers. 

‘‘(v) The information submitted to the State 
workforce agency pursuant to paragraph 
(3)(A)(i). 

‘‘(vi) The record of United States workers de-
scribed in paragraph (3)(A)(iii) on the date of 
the request. 

‘‘(vii) Evidence of offers of employment made 
to United States workers as required under 
paragraph (3)(B). 

‘‘(viii) The employer will comply with the ad-
ditional program requirements for designated 
agricultural employers described in paragraph 
(4). 

‘‘(C) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION WHEN 
CHANGING EMPLOYERS.—Nonimmigrant agricul-
tural workers in the United States who are iden-
tified in a petition submitted pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A) and are in lawful status may 
commence employment with their designated ag-
ricultural employer after such employer has sub-
mitted such petition to the Secretary of Home-
land Security. 

‘‘(D) REVIEW.—The Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity shall review each petition submitted by 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00050 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 6333 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4119 June 11, 2013 
designated agricultural employers under this 
paragraph for completeness or obvious inaccura-
cies. Unless the Secretary of Homeland Security 
determines that the petition is incomplete or ob-
viously inaccurate, the Secretary shall accept 
the petition. The Secretary shall establish a pro-
cedure for the processing of petitions filed under 
this subsection. Not later than 7 working days 
after the date of the filing, the Secretary, by 
electronic or other means assuring expedited de-
livery, shall submit a copy of notice of approval 
or denial of the petition to the petitioner and, in 
the case of approved petitions, to the appro-
priate immigration officer at the port of entry or 
United States consulate, as appropriate, if the 
petitioner has indicated that the alien bene-
ficiary or beneficiaries will apply for a visa or 
admission to the United States. 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYMENT OF UNITED STATES WORK-
ERS.— 

‘‘(A) RECRUITMENT.— 
‘‘(i) FILING A JOB OPPORTUNITY WITH LOCAL 

OFFICE OF STATE WORKFORCE AGENCY.—Not later 
than 60 days before the date on which the em-
ployer desires to employ a nonimmigrant agri-
cultural worker, the employer shall submit the 
job opportunity for such worker to the local of-
fice of the State workforce agency where the job 
site is located and authorize the posting of the 
job opportunity on the appropriate Department 
of Labor Electronic Job Registry for a period of 
45 days. 

‘‘(ii) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in clause (i) 
may be construed to cause a posting referred to 
in clause (i) to be treated as an interstate job 
order under section 653.500 of title 20, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or similar successor regu-
lation). 

‘‘(iii) RECORD OF UNITED STATES WORKERS.— 
An employer shall keep a record of all eligible, 
able, willing, and qualified United States work-
ers who apply for agricultural employment with 
the employer for the agricultural employment 
for which the nonimmigrant agricultural non-
immigrant workers are sought. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENT TO HIRE.— 
‘‘(i) UNITED STATES WORKERS.—An employer 

may not seek a nonimmigrant agricultural 
worker for agricultural employment unless the 
employer offers such employment to any equally 
or better qualified United States worker who 
will be available at the time and place of need 
and who applies for such employment during 
the 45-day recruitment period referred to in sub-
paragraph (A)(i). 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding clause (i), 
the employer may offer the job to a non-
immigrant agricultural worker instead of an 
alien in blue card status if— 

‘‘(I) such worker was previously employed by 
the employer as an H–2A worker; 

‘‘(II) such worker worked for the employer for 
3 years during the most recent 4-year period; 
and 

‘‘(III) the employer pays such worker the ad-
verse effect wage rate calculated under sub-
section (f)(5)(B). 

‘‘(4) ADDITIONAL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS FOR 
DESIGNATED AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYERS.—Each 
designated agricultural employer shall comply 
with the following requirements: 

‘‘(A) NO DISPLACEMENT OF UNITED STATES 
WORKERS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The employer shall not dis-
place a United States worker employed by the 
employer, other than for good cause, during the 
period of employment of the nonimmigrant agri-
cultural worker and for a period of 30 days pre-
ceding such period in the occupation and at the 
location of employment for which the employer 
seeks to employ nonimmigrant agricultural 
workers. 

‘‘(ii) LABOR DISPUTE.—The employer shall not 
employ a nonimmigrant agricultural worker for 
a specific job for which the employer is request-
ing a nonimmigrant agricultural worker because 
the former occupant of the job is on strike or 
being locked out in the course of a labor dis-
pute. 

‘‘(B) GUARANTEE OF EMPLOYMENT FOR CON-
TRACT AGRICULTURAL WORKERS.— 

‘‘(i) OFFER TO CONTRACT WORKER.—The em-
ployer shall guarantee to offer contract agricul-
tural workers employment for the hourly equiv-
alent of at least 75 percent of the work days of 
the total period of employment, beginning with 
the first work day after the arrival of the work-
er at the place of employment and ending on the 
expiration date specified in the job offer. In this 
clause, the term ‘hourly equivalent’ means the 
number of hours in the work days as stated in 
the job offer and shall exclude the worker’s Sab-
bath and Federal holidays. If the employer af-
fords the contract agricultural worker less em-
ployment than the number of hours required 
under this subparagraph, the employer shall 
pay such worker the amount the worker would 
have earned had the worker worked the guaran-
teed number of hours. 

‘‘(ii) FAILURE TO WORK.—Any hours which 
the worker fails to work, up to a maximum of 
the number of hours specified in the job offer for 
a work day, when the worker has been offered 
an opportunity to do so, and all hours of work 
actually performed (including voluntary work 
in excess of the number of hours specified in the 
job offer in a work day, on the worker’s Sab-
bath, or on Federal holidays) may be counted by 
the employer in calculating whether the period 
of guaranteed employment has been met. 

‘‘(iii) CONTRACT IMPOSSIBILITY.—If, before the 
expiration of the period of employment specified 
in the job offer, the services of a contract agri-
cultural worker are no longer required for rea-
sons beyond the control of the employer due to 
any form of natural disaster, including a flood, 
hurricane, freeze, earthquake, fire, drought, 
plant or animal disease or pest infestation, or 
regulatory drought, before the guarantee in 
clause (i) is fulfilled, the employer— 

‘‘(I) may terminate the worker’s employment; 
‘‘(II) shall fulfill the employment guarantee 

described in clause (i) for the work days that 
have elapsed from the first work day after the 
arrival of the worker to the termination of em-
ployment; 

‘‘(III) shall make efforts to transfer the work-
er to other comparable employment acceptable to 
the worker; and 

‘‘(IV) if such a transfer does not take place, 
shall provide the return transportation required 
under subparagraph (J). 

‘‘(C) WORKERS’ COMPENSATION.— 
‘‘(i) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE.—If a job re-

ferred to in paragraph (3) is not covered by the 
State workers’ compensation law, the employer 
shall provide, at no cost to the nonimmigrant 
agricultural worker, insurance covering injury 
and disease arising out of, and in the course of, 
such job. 

‘‘(ii) BENEFITS.—The insurance required to be 
provided under clause (i) shall provide benefits 
at least equal to those provided under and pur-
suant to the State workers’ compensation law 
for comparable employment. 

‘‘(D) PROHIBITION FOR USE FOR NON-
AGRICULTURAL SERVICES.—The employer may 
not employ a nonimmigrant agricultural worker 
for employment other than agricultural employ-
ment. 

‘‘(E) WAGES.—The employer shall pay not less 
than the wage required under subsection (f). 

‘‘(F) DEDUCTION OF WAGES.—The employer 
shall make only deductions from a non-
immigrant agricultural worker’s wages that are 
authorized by law and are reasonable and cus-
tomary in the occupation and area of employ-
ment of such worker. 

‘‘(G) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE HOUSING OR A 
HOUSING ALLOWANCE.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
clauses (iv) and (v), a designated agricultural 
employer shall offer to provide a nonimmigrant 
agricultural worker with housing at no cost in 
accordance with clause (ii) or (iii). 

‘‘(ii) HOUSING.—An employer may provide 
housing to a nonimmigrant agricultural worker 
that meets— 

‘‘(I) applicable Federal standards for tem-
porary labor camps; or 

‘‘(II) applicable local standards (or, in the ab-
sence of applicable local standards, State stand-
ards) for rental or public accommodation hous-
ing or other substantially similar class of habi-
tation. 

‘‘(iii) HOUSING PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(I) PUBLIC HOUSING.—If the employer ar-

ranges public housing for nonimmigrant agricul-
tural workers through a State, county, or local 
government program and such public housing 
units normally require payments from tenants, 
such payments shall be made by the employer 
directly to the landlord. 

‘‘(II) DEPOSITS.—Deposits for bedding or other 
similar incidentals related to housing shall not 
be collected from workers by employers who pro-
vide housing for such workers. 

‘‘(III) DAMAGES.—The employer may require 
any worker who is responsible for damage to 
housing that did not result from normal wear 
and tear related to habitation to reimburse the 
employer for the reasonable cost of repairing 
such damage. 

‘‘(iv) HOUSING ALLOWANCE ALTERNATIVE.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The employer may provide 

a reasonable housing allowance instead of pro-
viding housing under clause (i). Upon the re-
quest of a worker seeking assistance in locating 
housing, the employer shall make a good faith 
effort to assist the worker in identifying and lo-
cating housing in the area of intended employ-
ment. An employer who offers a housing allow-
ance to a worker or assists a worker in locating 
housing, which the worker occupies, shall not 
be deemed a housing provider under section 203 
of the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Work-
er Protection Act (29 U.S.C. 1823) solely by vir-
tue of providing such housing allowance. No 
housing allowance may be used for housing that 
is owned or controlled by the employer. 

‘‘(II) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—Contract 
agricultural workers may only be provided a 
housing allowance if the Governor of the State 
in which the place of employment is located cer-
tifies to the Secretary that there is adequate 
housing available in the area of intended em-
ployment for migrant farm workers and contract 
agricultural workers who are seeking temporary 
housing while employed in agricultural work. 
Such certification shall expire after 3 years un-
less renewed by the Governor of the State. 

‘‘(III) AMOUNT OF ALLOWANCE.— 
‘‘(aa) NONMETROPOLITAN COUNTIES.—If the 

place of employment of the workers provided an 
allowance under this clause is a nonmetropoli-
tan county, the amount of the housing allow-
ance under this clause shall be equal to the av-
erage fair market rental for existing housing in 
nonmetropolitan counties in the State in which 
the place of employment is located, as estab-
lished by the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development pursuant to section 8(c) of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f(c)), based on a 2-bedroom dwelling unit 
and an assumption of 2 persons per bedroom. 

‘‘(bb) METROPOLITAN COUNTIES.—If the place 
of employment of the workers provided an al-
lowance under this clause is a metropolitan 
county, the amount of the housing allowance 
under this clause shall be equal to the average 
fair market rental for existing housing in metro-
politan counties in the State in which the place 
of employment is located, as established by the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
pursuant to section 8(c) of the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(c)), based 
on a 2-bedroom dwelling unit and an assump-
tion of 2 persons per bedroom. 

‘‘(v) EXCEPTION FOR COMMUTING WORKERS.— 
Nothing in this subparagraph may be construed 
to require an employer to provide housing or a 
housing allowance to workers who reside out-
side of the United States if their place of resi-
dence is within normal commuting distance and 
the job site is within 50 miles of an international 
land border of the United States. 
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‘‘(H) WORKSITE TRANSPORTATION FOR CON-

TRACT WORKERS.—During the period a des-
ignated agricultural employer employs a con-
tract agricultural worker, such employer shall, 
at the employer’s option, provide or reimburse 
the contract agricultural worker for the cost of 
daily transportation from the contract worker’s 
living quarters to the contract agricultural 
worker’s place of employment. 

‘‘(I) REIMBURSEMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO 
THE PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A nonimmigrant agricul-
tural worker shall be reimbursed by the first em-
ployer for the cost of the worker’s transpor-
tation and subsistence from the place from 
which the worker came from to the place of first 
employment. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—The amount of reimburse-
ment provided under clause (i) to a worker shall 
not exceed the lesser of— 

‘‘(I) the actual cost to the worker of the trans-
portation and subsistence involved; or 

‘‘(II) the most economical and reasonable com-
mon carrier transportation charges and subsist-
ence costs for the distance involved. 

‘‘(J) REIMBURSEMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FROM PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A contract agricultural 
worker who completes at least 27 months under 
his or her contract with the same designated ag-
ricultural employer shall be reimbursed by that 
employer for the cost of the worker’s transpor-
tation and subsistence from the place of employ-
ment to the place from which the worker came 
from abroad to work for the employer. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—The amount of reimburse-
ment required under clause (i) shall not exceed 
the lesser of— 

‘‘(I) the actual cost to the worker of the trans-
portation and subsistence involved; or 

‘‘(II) the most economical and reasonable com-
mon carrier transportation charges and subsist-
ence costs for the distance involved. 

‘‘(f) WAGES.— 
‘‘(1) WAGE RATE REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A nonimmigrant agricul-

tural worker employed by a designated agricul-
tural employer shall be paid not less than the 
wage rate for such employment set forth in 
paragraph (3). 

‘‘(B) WORKERS PAID ON A PIECE RATE OR 
OTHER INCENTIVE BASIS.—If an employer pays by 
the piece rate or other incentive method and re-
quires 1 or more minimum productivity stand-
ards as a condition of job retention, such stand-
ards shall be specified in the job offer and be no 
more than those which have been normally re-
quired (at the time of the employee’s first appli-
cation for designated employer status) by other 
employers for the activity in the geographic area 
of the job, unless the Secretary approves a high-
er standard. 

‘‘(2) JOB CATEGORIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of paragraph 

(1), each nonimmigrant agricultural worker em-
ployed by such employer shall be assigned to 1 
of the following standard occupational classi-
fications, as defined by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics: 

‘‘(i) First-Line Supervisors of Farming, Fish-
ing, and Forestry Workers (45–1011). 

‘‘(ii) Animal Breeders (45–2021). 
‘‘(iii) Graders and Sorters, Agricultural Prod-

ucts (45–2041). 
‘‘(iv) Agricultural equipment operator (45– 

2091). 
‘‘(v) Farmworkers and Laborers, Crop, Nurs-

ery, and Greenhouse (45–2092). 
‘‘(vi) Farmworkers, Farm, Ranch and 

Aquacultural Animals (45–2093). 
‘‘(B) DETERMINATION OF CLASSIFICATION.—A 

nonimmigrant agricultural worker is employed 
in a standard occupational classification de-
scribed in clause (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), (v), or (vi) of 
subparagraph (A) if the worker performs activi-
ties associated with that occupational classifica-
tion, as specified on the employer’s petition, for 
at least 75 percent of the time in a semiannual 
employment period. 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION OF WAGE RATE.— 
‘‘(A) CALENDAR YEARS 2014 THROUGH 2016.—The 

wage rate under this subparagraph for calendar 
years 2014 through 2016 shall be the higher of— 

‘‘(i) the applicable Federal, State, or local 
minimum wage; or 

‘‘(ii)(I) for the category described in para-
graph (2)(A)(iii)— 

‘‘(aa) $9.37 for calendar year 2014; 
‘‘(bb) $9.60 for calendar year 2015; and 
‘‘(cc) $9.84 for calendar year 2016; 
‘‘(II) for the category described in paragraph 

(2)(A)(iv)— 
‘‘(aa) $11.30 for calendar year 2014; 
‘‘(bb) $11.58 for calendar year 2015; and 
‘‘(cc) $11.87 for calendar year 2016; 
‘‘(III) for the category described in paragraph 

(2)(A)(v)— 
‘‘(aa) $9.17 for calendar year 2014; 
‘‘(bb) $9.40 for calendar year 2015; and 
‘‘(cc) $9.64 for calendar year 2016; and 
‘‘(IV) for the category described in paragraph 

(2)(A)(vi)— 
‘‘(aa) $10.82 for calendar year 2014; 
‘‘(bb) $11.09 for calendar year 2015; and 
‘‘(cc) $11.37 for calendar year 2016. 
‘‘(B) SUBSEQUENT YEARS.—The Secretary shall 

increase the hourly wage rates set forth in 
clauses (i) through (iv) of subparagraph (A), for 
each calendar year after the calendar years de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) by an amount 
equal to— 

‘‘(i) 1.5 percent, if the percentage increase in 
the Employment Cost Index for wages and sala-
ries during the previous calendar year, as cal-
culated by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, is less 
than 1.5 percent; 

‘‘(ii) the percentage increase in such Employ-
ment Cost Index, if such percentage increase is 
between 1.5 percent and 2.5 percent, inclusive; 
or 

‘‘(iii) 2.5 percent, if such percentage increase 
is greater than 2.5 percent. 

‘‘(C) AGRICULTURAL SUPERVISORS AND ANIMAL 
BREEDERS.—Not later than September 1, 2015, 
and annually thereafter, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Labor, shall es-
tablish the required wage for the next calendar 
year for each of the job categories set out in 
clauses (i) and (ii) of paragraph (2)(A). 

‘‘(D) SURVEY BY BUREAU OF LABOR STATIS-
TICS.—Not later than April 15, 2015, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics shall consult with the Sec-
retary to expand the Occupational Employment 
Statistics Survey to survey agricultural pro-
ducers and contractors and produce improved 
wage data by State and the job categories set 
out in clauses (i) through (vi) of subparagraph 
(A). 

‘‘(4) CONSIDERATION.—In determining the 
wage rate under paragraph (3)(C), the Secretary 
may consider appropriate factors, including— 

‘‘(A) whether the employment of additional 
alien workers at the required wage will ad-
versely affect the wages and working conditions 
of workers in the United States similarly em-
ployed; 

‘‘(B) whether the employment in the United 
States of an alien admitted under section 
101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) or unauthorized aliens in the 
agricultural workforce has depressed wages of 
United States workers engaged in agricultural 
employment below the levels that would other-
wise have prevailed if such aliens had not been 
employed in the United States; 

‘‘(C) whether wages of agricultural workers 
are sufficient to support such workers and their 
families at a level above the poverty thresholds 
determined by the Bureau of Census; 

‘‘(D) the wages paid workers in the United 
States who are not employed in agricultural em-
ployment but who are employed in comparable 
employment; 

‘‘(E) the continued exclusion of employers of 
nonimmigrant alien workers in agriculture from 
the payment of taxes under chapter 21 of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 3101 et 
seq.) and chapter 23 of such Code (26 U.S.C. 
3301 et seq.); 

‘‘(F) the impact of farm labor costs in the 
United States on the movement of agricultural 
production to foreign countries; 

‘‘(G) a comparison of the expenses and cost 
structure of foreign agricultural producers to 
the expenses incurred by agricultural producers 
based in the United States; and 

‘‘(H) the accuracy and reliability of the Occu-
pational Employment Statistics Survey. 

‘‘(5) ADVERSE EFFECT WAGE RATE.— 
‘‘(A) PROHIBITION OF MODIFICATION.—The ad-

verse effect wage rates in effect on April 15, 
2013, for nonimmigrants admitted under 
101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a)— 

‘‘(i) shall remain in effect until the date de-
scribed in section 2233 of the Agricultural Work-
er Program Act of 2013; and 

‘‘(ii) may not be modified except as provided 
in subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Until the Secretary estab-
lishes the wage rates required under paragraph 
(3)(C), the adverse effect wage rates in effect on 
the date of the enactment of the Agricultural 
Worker Program Act of 2013 shall be— 

‘‘(i) deemed to be such wage rates; and 
‘‘(ii) after September 1, 2015, adjusted annu-

ally in accordance with paragraph (3)(B). 
‘‘(C) NONPAYMENT OF FICA AND FUTA TAXES.— 

An employer employing nonimmigrant agricul-
tural workers shall not be required to pay and 
withhold from such workers— 

‘‘(i) the tax required under section 3101 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986; or 

‘‘(ii) the tax required under section 3301 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(6) PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF ALIENS 
PROHIBITED.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (B), employers seeking to hire United 
States workers shall offer the United States 
workers not less than the same benefits, wages, 
and working conditions that the employer is of-
fering, intends to offer, or will provide to non-
immigrant agricultural workers. No job offer 
may impose on United States workers any re-
strictions or obligations that will not be imposed 
on the employer’s nonimmigrant agricultural 
workers. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (A), a designated agricultural employer is 
not required to provide housing or a housing al-
lowance to United States workers. 

‘‘(g) WORKER PROTECTIONS AND DISPUTE RES-
OLUTION.— 

‘‘(1) EQUALITY OF TREATMENT.—Nonimmigrant 
agricultural workers shall not be denied any 
right or remedy under any Federal, State, or 
local labor or employment law applicable to 
United States workers engaged in agricultural 
employment. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY OF THE MIGRANT AND SEA-
SONAL AGRICULTURAL WORKER PROTECTION 
ACT.— 

‘‘(A) MIGRANT AND SEASONAL AGRICULTURAL 
WORKER PROTECTION ACT.—Nonimmigrant agri-
cultural workers shall be considered migrant ag-
ricultural workers for purposes of the Migrant 
and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection 
Act (29 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBILITY OF NONIMMIGRANT AGRICUL-
TURAL WORKERS FOR CERTAIN LEGAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—A nonimmigrant agricultural worker 
shall be considered to be lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence for purposes of establishing 
eligibility for legal services under the Legal 
Services Corporation Act (42 U.S.C. 2996 et seq.) 
on matters relating to wages, housing, transpor-
tation, and other employment rights. 

‘‘(C) MEDIATION.— 
‘‘(i) FREE MEDIATION SERVICES.—The Federal 

Mediation and Conciliation Service shall be 
available to assist in resolving disputes arising 
under this section between nonimmigrant agri-
cultural workers and designated agricultural 
employers without charge to the parties. 

‘‘(ii) COMPLAINT.—If a nonimmigrant agricul-
tural worker files a complaint under section 504 
of the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Work-
er Protection Act (29 U.S.C. 1854), not later than 
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60 days after the filing of proof of service of the 
complaint, a party to the action may file a re-
quest with the Federal Mediation and Concilia-
tion Service to assist the parties in reaching a 
satisfactory resolution of all issues involving all 
parties to the dispute. 

‘‘(iii) NOTICE.—Upon filing a request under 
clause (ii) and giving of notice to the parties, 
the parties shall attempt mediation within the 
period specified in clause (iv). 

‘‘(iv) 90-DAY LIMIT.—The Federal Mediation 
and Conciliation Service may conduct mediation 
or other nonbinding dispute resolution activities 
for a period not to exceed 90 days beginning on 
the date on which the Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Service receives a request for assist-
ance under clause (ii) unless the parties agree to 
an extension of such period. 

‘‘(v) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (II), there 

are authorized to be appropriated to the Federal 
Mediation and Conciliation Service $500,000 for 
each fiscal year to carry out this subparagraph. 

‘‘(II) MEDIATION.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the Director of the Federal Me-
diation and Conciliation Service is authorized— 

‘‘(aa) to conduct the mediation or other dis-
pute resolution activities from any other ac-
count containing amounts available to the Di-
rector; and 

‘‘(bb) to reimburse such account with amounts 
appropriated pursuant to subclause (I). 

‘‘(vi) PRIVATE MEDIATION.—If all parties 
agree, a private mediator may be employed as 
an alternative to the Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Service. 

‘‘(3) OTHER RIGHTS.—Nonimmigrant agricul-
tural workers shall be entitled to the rights 
granted to other classes of aliens under sections 
242(h) and 245E. 

‘‘(4) WAIVER OF RIGHTS.—Agreements by non-
immigrant agricultural workers to waive or mod-
ify any rights or protections under this section 
shall be considered void or contrary to public 
policy except as provided in a collective bar-
gaining agreement with a bona fide labor orga-
nization. 

‘‘(h) ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINTS.— 
‘‘(A) AGGRIEVED PERSON OR THIRD-PARTY COM-

PLAINTS.— 
‘‘(i) PROCESS.—The Secretary of Labor shall 

establish a process for the receipt, investigation, 
and disposition of complaints respecting a des-
ignated agricultural employer’s failure to meet a 
condition specified in subsection (e), or an em-
ployer’s misrepresentation of material facts in a 
petition under subsection (e)(2). 

‘‘(ii) FILING.—Any aggrieved person or organi-
zation, including bargaining representatives, 
may file a complaint referred to in clause (i) not 
later than 1 year after the date of the failure or 
misrepresentation, respectively. 

‘‘(iii) INVESTIGATION OR HEARING.—The Sec-
retary of Labor shall conduct an investigation if 
there is reasonable cause to believe that such 
failure or misrepresentation has occurred. 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION ON COMPLAINT.—Under 
such process, the Secretary of Labor shall pro-
vide, not later than 30 days after the date on 
which such a complaint is filed, for a determina-
tion as to whether or not a reasonable basis ex-
ists to make a finding described in subpara-
graph (C), (D), (E), or (F). If the Secretary of 
Labor determines that such a reasonable basis 
exists, the Secretary of Labor shall provide for 
notice of such determination to the interested 
parties and an opportunity for a hearing on the 
complaint, in accordance with section 556 of 
title 5, United States Code, within 60 days after 
the date of the determination. If such a hearing 
is requested, the Secretary of Labor shall make 
a finding concerning the matter not later than 
60 days after the date of the hearing. In the 
case of similar complaints respecting the same 
applicant, the Secretary of Labor may consoli-
date the hearings under this subparagraph on 
such complaints. 

‘‘(C) FAILURE TO MEET CONDITIONS.—If the 
Secretary of Labor finds, after notice and op-
portunity for a hearing, a failure to meet a con-
dition under subsection (e) or (f), or a material 
misrepresentation of fact in a petition under 
subsection (e)(2)— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary of Labor shall notify the 
Secretary of such finding and may, in addition, 
impose such other administrative remedies (in-
cluding civil money penalties in an amount not 
to exceed $1,000 per violation) as the Secretary 
of Labor determines to be appropriate; and 

‘‘(ii) the Secretary may disqualify the des-
ignated agricultural employer from the employ-
ment of nonimmigrant agricultural workers for 
a period of 1 year. 

‘‘(D) WILLFUL FAILURES AND WILLFUL MIS-
REPRESENTATIONS.—If the Secretary of Labor 
finds, after notice and opportunity for hearing, 
a willful failure to meet a condition under sub-
section (e) or (f) or a willful misrepresentation 
of a material fact in an registration or petition 
under paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (e)— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary of Labor shall notify the 
Secretary of such finding and may, in addition, 
impose such other administrative remedies (in-
cluding civil money penalties in an amount not 
to exceed $5,000 per violation) as the Secretary 
of Labor determines to be appropriate; 

‘‘(ii) the Secretary of Labor may seek appro-
priate legal or equitable relief; and 

‘‘(iii) the Secretary may disqualify the des-
ignated agricultural employer from the employ-
ment of nonimmigrant agricultural workers for 
a period of 2 years. 

‘‘(E) DISPLACEMENT OF UNITED STATES WORK-
ERS.—If the Secretary of Labor finds, after no-
tice and opportunity for hearing, a willful fail-
ure to meet a condition under subsection (e) or 
(f) or a willful misrepresentation of a material 
fact in an registration or petition under para-
graph (1) or (2) of subsection (e), in the course 
of which failure or misrepresentation the em-
ployer displaced a United States worker em-
ployed by the employer during the period of em-
ployment on the employer’s petition under sub-
section (e)(2) or during the period of 30 days 
preceding such period of employment— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary of Labor shall notify the 
Secretary of such finding and may, in addition, 
impose such other administrative remedies (in-
cluding civil money penalties in an amount not 
to exceed $15,000 per violation) as the Secretary 
of Labor determines to be appropriate; and 

‘‘(ii) the Secretary may disqualify the em-
ployer from the employment of nonimmigrant 
agricultural workers for a period of 3 years. 

‘‘(F) FAILURES TO PAY WAGES OR REQUIRED 
BENEFITS.—If the Secretary of Labor finds, after 
notice and opportunity for a hearing, that the 
employer has failed to pay the wages, or provide 
the housing allowance, transportation, subsist-
ence reimbursement, or guarantee of employ-
ment required under subsections (e)(4) and (f), 
the Secretary of Labor shall assess payment of 
back wages, or other required benefits, due any 
United States worker or nonimmigrant agricul-
tural worker employed by the employer in the 
specific employment in question. The back 
wages or other required benefits required under 
subsections (e) and (f) shall be equal to the dif-
ference between the amount that should have 
been paid and the amount that actually was 
paid to such worker. 

‘‘(G) DISPOSITION OF PENALTIES.—Civil pen-
alties collected under this paragraph shall be 
deposited into the Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform Trust Fund established under section 
6(a)(1) of the Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization Act. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS ON CIVIL MONEY PEN-
ALTIES.—The Secretary of Labor shall not im-
pose total civil money penalties with respect to 
a petition under subsection (e)(2) in excess of 
$90,000. 

‘‘(3) ELECTION.—A nonimmigrant agricultural 
worker who has filed an administrative com-
plaint with the Secretary of Labor may not 

maintain a civil action unless a complaint based 
on the same violation filed with the Secretary of 
Labor under paragraph (1) is withdrawn before 
the filing of such action, in which case the 
rights and remedies available under this sub-
section shall be exclusive. 

‘‘(4) PRECLUSIVE EFFECT.—Any settlement by 
a nonimmigrant agricultural worker, a des-
ignated agricultural employer, or any person 
reached through the mediation process required 
under subsection (g)(2)(C) shall preclude any 
right of action arising out of the same facts be-
tween the parties in any Federal or State court 
or administrative proceeding, unless specifically 
provided otherwise in the settlement agreement. 

‘‘(5) SETTLEMENTS.—Any settlement by the 
Secretary of Labor with a designated agricul-
tural worker on behalf of a nonimmigrant agri-
cultural worker of a complaint filed with the 
Secretary of Labor under this section or any 
finding by the Secretary of Labor under this 
subsection shall preclude any right of action 
arising out of the same facts between the parties 
under any Federal or State court or administra-
tive proceeding, unless specifically provided oth-
erwise in the settlement agreement. 

‘‘(6) STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subsection may be construed as limiting the 
authority of the Secretary of Labor to conduct 
any compliance investigation under any other 
labor law, including any law affecting migrant 
and seasonal agricultural workers, or, in the ab-
sence of a complaint under this section. 

‘‘(7) DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED.—It is a vio-
lation of this subsection for any person who has 
filed a petition under subsection (e) or (f) to in-
timidate, threaten, restrain, coerce, blacklist, 
discharge, or in any other manner discriminate 
against an employee, including a former em-
ployee or an applicant for employment, because 
the employee— 

‘‘(A) has disclosed information to the em-
ployer, or to any other person, that the em-
ployee reasonably believes evidences a violation 
of subsection (e) or (f), or any rule or regulation 
relating to subsection (e) or (f); or 

‘‘(B) cooperates or seeks to cooperate in an in-
vestigation or other proceeding concerning the 
employer’s compliance with the requirements 
under subsection (e) or (f) or any rule or regula-
tion pertaining to subsection (e) or (f). 

‘‘(8) ROLE OF ASSOCIATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) VIOLATION BY A MEMBER OF AN ASSOCIA-

TION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If an association acting as 

the agent of an employer files an application on 
behalf of such employer, the employer is fully 
responsible for such application, and for com-
plying with the terms and conditions of sub-
section (e). If such an employer is determined to 
have violated any requirement described in this 
subsection, the penalty for such violation shall 
apply only to that employer except as provided 
in clause (ii). 

‘‘(ii) COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY.—If the Sec-
retary of Labor determines that the association 
or other members of the association participated 
in, had knowledge of, or reason to know of a 
violation described in clause (i), the penalty 
shall also be invoked against the association 
and complicit association members. 

‘‘(B) VIOLATIONS BY AN ASSOCIATION ACTING 
AS AN EMPLOYER.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If an association filing an 
application as a sole or joint employer is deter-
mined to have violated any requirement de-
scribed in this section, the penalty for such vio-
lation shall apply only to the association except 
as provided in clause (ii). 

‘‘(ii) MEMBER RESPONSIBILITY.—If the Sec-
retary of Labor determines that 1 or more asso-
ciation members participated in, had knowledge 
of, or reason to know of the violation described 
in clause (i), the penalty shall be invoked 
against all complicit association members. 

‘‘(i) SPECIAL NONIMMIGRANT VISA PROCESSING 
AND WAGE DETERMINATION PROCEDURES FOR 
CERTAIN AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS.— 
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‘‘(1) FINDING.—Certain industries possess 

unique occupational characteristics that neces-
sitate the Secretary of Agriculture to adopt spe-
cial procedures relating to housing, pay, and 
visa program application requirements for those 
industries. 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL PROCEDURES INDUSTRY DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘Special 
Procedures Industry’ means— 

‘‘(A) sheepherding and goat herding; 
‘‘(B) itinerant commercial beekeeping and pol-

lination; 
‘‘(C) open range production of livestock; 
‘‘(D) itinerant animal shearing; and 
‘‘(E) custom combining industries. 
‘‘(3) WORK LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall 

allow designated agricultural employers in a 
Special Procedures Industry that do not operate 
in a single fixed-site location to provide, as part 
of its registration or petition under the Program, 
a list of anticipated work locations, which— 

‘‘(A) may include an anticipated itinerary; 
and 

‘‘(B) may be subsequently amended by the em-
ployer, after notice to the Secretary. 

‘‘(4) WAGE RATES.—The Secretary may estab-
lish monthly, weekly, or biweekly wage rates for 
occupations in a Special Procedures Industry 
for a State or other geographic area. For an em-
ployer in those Special Procedures Industries 
that typically pay a monthly wage, the Sec-
retary shall require that workers will be paid 
not less frequently than monthly and at a rate 
no less than the legally required monthly cash 
wage for such employer as of the date of the en-
actment of the Border Security, Economic Op-
portunity, and Immigration Modernization Act 
and in an amount as re-determined annually by 
the Secretary of Agriculture through rule-
making. 

‘‘(5) HOUSING.—The Secretary shall allow for 
the provision of housing or a housing allowance 
by employers in Special Procedures Industries 
and allow housing suitable for workers em-
ployed in remote locations. 

‘‘(6) ALLERGY LIMITATION.—An employer en-
gaged in the commercial beekeeping or polli-
nation services industry may require that an ap-
plicant be free from bee pollen, venom, or other 
bee-related allergies. 

‘‘(7) APPLICATION.—An individual employer in 
a Special Procedures Industry may file a pro-
gram petition on its own behalf or in conjunc-
tion with an association of employers. The em-
ployer’s petition may be part of several related 
petitions submitted simultaneously that con-
stitute a master petition. 

‘‘(8) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary or, as ap-
propriate, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
or the Secretary of Labor, after consultation 
with employers and employee representatives, 
shall publish for notice and comment proposed 
regulations relating to housing, pay, and appli-
cation procedures for Special Procedures Indus-
tries. 

‘‘(j) MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.— 
‘‘(1) DISQUALIFICATION OF NONIMMIGRANT AG-

RICULTURAL WORKERS FROM FINANCIAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—An alien admitted as a nonimmigrant 
agricultural worker is not eligible for any pro-
gram of financial assistance under Federal law 
(whether through grant, loan, guarantee, or 
otherwise) on the basis of financial need, as 
such programs are identified by the Secretary in 
consultation with other agencies of the United 
States. 

‘‘(2) MONITORING REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall mon-

itor the movement of nonimmigrant agricultural 
workers through— 

‘‘(i) the Employment Verification System de-
scribed in section 274A(b); and 

‘‘(ii) the electronic monitoring system estab-
lished pursuant to subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) ELECTRONIC MONITORING SYSTEM.—Not 
later than 2 years after the effective date of this 
section, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
through the Director of U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Services, shall establish an elec-
tronic monitoring system, which shall— 

‘‘(i) be modeled on the Student and Exchange 
Visitor Information System (SEVIS) and the 
SEVIS II tracking system administered by U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement; 

‘‘(ii) monitor the presence and employment of 
nonimmigrant agricultural workers; and 

‘‘(iii) assist in ensuring the compliance of des-
ignated agricultural employers and non-
immigrant agricultural workers with the re-
quirements of the Program.’’. 

(b) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall issue regulations to carry out sec-
tion 218A of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as added by subsection (a), not later than 
1 year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents is amended by inserting after the item re-
lating to section 218 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 218A. Nonimmigrant agricultural worker 

program.’’. 
(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 

by this section shall take effect on October 1, 
2014. 
SEC. 2233. TRANSITION OF H-2A WORKER PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) SUNSET OF PROGRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-

graph (2), an employer may not petition to em-
ploy an alien pursuant to section 
101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(a)) 
after the date that is 1 year after the date on 
which the regulations issued pursuant to section 
2241(b) become effective. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—An employer may employ an 
alien described in paragraph (1) for the shorter 
of— 

(A) 10 months; or 
(B) the time specified in the position. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) REPEAL OF H-2A NONIMMIGRANT CAT-

EGORY.—Section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii) (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)) is amended by striking sub-
clause (a). 

(2) REPEAL OF ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
H-2A WORKER.—Section 218 (8 U.S.C. 1188) is re-
pealed. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) AMENDMENT OF PETITION REQUIRE-

MENTS.—Section 214(c)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(1)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘For purposes of this sub-
section’’ and all that follows. 

(B) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents is amended by striking the item relating to 
section 218. 

(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this subsection shall take effect on the date 
that is 1 year after the effective date of the reg-
ulations issued pursuant to section 2241(b). 
SEC. 2234. REPORTS TO CONGRESS ON NON-

IMMIGRANT AGRICULTURAL WORK-
ERS. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT BY SECRETARY OF AGRI-
CULTURE.—Not later than September 30 of each 
year, the Secretary of Agriculture shall submit a 
report to Congress that identifies, for the pre-
vious year, the number, disaggregated by State 
and by occupation, of— 

(1) job opportunities approved for employment 
of aliens admitted pursuant to clause (iii) or 
clause (iv) of section 101(a)(15)(W) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act, as added by sec-
tion 2231; and 

(2) aliens actually admitted pursuant to each 
such clause. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT BY SECRETARY OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY.—Not later than September 30 of 
each year, the Secretary shall submit a report to 
Congress that identifies, for the previous year, 
the number of aliens described in subsection 
(a)(2) who— 

(1) violated the terms of the nonimmigrant ag-
ricultural worker program established under 
section 218A(b) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by section 2232; and 

(2) have not departed from the United States. 

CHAPTER 3—OTHER PROVISIONS 
SEC. 2241. RULEMAKING. 

(a) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—In the 
course of promulgating any regulation nec-
essary to implement this subtitle, or the amend-
ments made by this subtitle, the Secretary, the 
Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Labor, 
and the Secretary of State shall regularly con-
sult with each other. 

(b) DEADLINE FOR ISSUANCE OF REGULA-
TIONS.—Except as provided in section 2232(b), 
all regulations to implement this subtitle and 
the amendments made by this subtitle shall be 
issued not later than 6 months after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 2242. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary and the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall jointly submit a 
report to Congress that describes the measures 
being taken and the progress made in imple-
menting this subtitle and the amendments made 
by this subtitle. 
SEC. 2243. BENEFITS INTEGRITY PROGRAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Without regard to whether 
personal interviews are conducted in the adju-
dication of benefits provided for by section 210A, 
218A, 245B, 245C, 245D, 245E, or 245F of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, or in seeking a 
benefit under section 101(a)(15)(U) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act, section 1242 of the 
Refugee Crisis in Iraq Act of 2007 (8 U.S.C. 1157 
note), section 602(b) of the Afghan Allies Protec-
tion Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note), or section 
2211 of this Act, the Secretary shall uphold and 
maintain the integrity of those benefits by car-
rying out for each of them, within the Fraud 
Detection and National Security Directorate of 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, pro-
grams as follows: 

(1) A benefit fraud assessment program to 
quantify fraud rates, detect ongoing fraud 
trends, and develop appropriate counter-
measures, including through a random sample 
of both pending and completed cases. 

(2) A compliance review program, including 
site visits, to identify frauds and deter fraudu-
lent and illegal activities. 

(b) REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services shall annu-
ally submit to Congress a report on the programs 
carried out pursuant to subsection (a). 

(2) ELEMENTS IN FIRST REPORT.—The initial 
report submitted under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude the methodologies to be used by the Fraud 
Detection and National Security Directorate for 
each of the programs specified in paragraphs (1) 
and (2) of subsection (a). 

(3) ELEMENTS IN SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—Each 
subsequent report under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude, for the calendar year covered by such re-
port, a descriptions of examples of fraud de-
tected, fraud rates for programs and types of ap-
plicants, and a description of the disposition of 
the cases in which fraud was detected or sus-
pected. 

(c) USE OF FINDINGS OF FRAUD.—Any instance 
of fraud or abuse detected pursuant to a pro-
gram carried out pursuant to subsection (a) may 
be used to deny or revoke benefits, and may also 
be referred to U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement for investigation of criminal viola-
tions of section 266 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1306). 

(d) FUNDING.—There are authorized to be ap-
propriated, from the Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform Trust Fund established under section 
6(a)(1), such sums as may be necessary to carry 
out this section. 
SEC. 2244. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This subtitle and the amendments made by 
this subtitle, except for sections 2231, 2232, and 
2233, shall take effect on the date on which the 
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regulations required under section 2241 are 
issued, regardless of whether such regulations 
are issued on an interim basis or on any other 
basis. 

Subtitle C—Future Immigration 
SEC. 2301. MERIT-BASED POINTS TRACK ONE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) WORLDWIDE LEVEL OF MERIT-BASED IMMI-

GRANTS.—Section 201(e) (8 U.S.C. 1151(e)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(e) WORLDWIDE LEVEL OF MERIT-BASED IM-
MIGRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) NUMERICAL LIMITATION.—Subject to 

paragraphs (2), (3), and (4), the worldwide level 
of merit-based immigrants is equal to 120,000 for 
each fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) STATUS.—An alien admitted on the basis 
of a merit-based immigrant visa under this sec-
tion shall have the status of an alien lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence. 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL INCREASE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B) and paragraph (3), if in any fiscal year the 
worldwide level of visas available for merit- 
based immigrants under this section— 

‘‘(i) is less than 75 percent of the number of 
applicants for such fiscal year, the worldwide 
level shall increase by 5 percent for the next fis-
cal year; and 

‘‘(ii) is equal to or more than 75 percent of 
such number, the worldwide level for the next 
fiscal year shall be the same as the worldwide 
level for such fiscal year, minus any amount 
added to the worldwide level for such fiscal year 
under paragraph (4). 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION ON INCREASE.—The world-
wide level of visas available for merit-based im-
migrants shall not exceed 250,000. 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYMENT CONSIDERATION.—The 
worldwide level of visas available for merit- 
based immigrants may not be increased for a fis-
cal year under paragraph (2) if the annual av-
erage unemployment rate for the civilian labor 
force 18 years or over in the United States, as 
determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
for such previous fiscal year is more than 81⁄2 
percent. 

‘‘(4) RECAPTURE OF UNUSED VISAS.—The 
worldwide level of merit-based immigrants de-
scribed in paragraph (1) for a fiscal year shall 
be increased by the difference (if any) between 
the worldwide level established under para-
graph (1) for the previous fiscal year and the 
number of visas actually issued under this sub-
section during that fiscal year. Such visas shall 
be allocated for the following year pursuant to 
section 203(c)(3).’’. 

(2) MERIT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.—Section 203 (8 
U.S.C. 1153) is amended by inserting after sub-
section (b) the following: 

‘‘(c) MERIT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) FISCAL YEARS 1 THROUGH 4.—For the first 

4 fiscal years beginning after the date of enact-
ment of the Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization Act, the 
worldwide level of merit-based immigrant visas 
made available under section 201(e)(1) shall be 
available for aliens described in section 203(b)(3) 
and in addition to any visas available for such 
aliens under such section. 

‘‘(2) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEARS.—Beginning 
with the fifth fiscal year beginning after the 
date of the enactment of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act, aliens subject to the worldwide 
level specified in section 201(e) for merit-based 
immigrants shall be allocated as follows: 

‘‘(A) 50 percent shall be available to appli-
cants with the highest number of points allo-
cated under tier 1 in paragraph (4). 

‘‘(B) 50 percent shall be available to appli-
cants with the highest number of points allo-
cated under tier 2 in paragraph (5). 

‘‘(3) UNUSED VISAS.—If the total number of 
visas allocated to tier 1 or tier 2 for a fiscal year 
are not granted during that fiscal year, such 

number may be added to the number of visas 
available under section 201(e)(1) for the fol-
lowing fiscal year and allocated as follows: 

‘‘(A) If the unused visas were allocated for 
tier 1 in a fiscal year, 2⁄3 of such visas shall be 
available for aliens allocated visas under tier 1 
in the following fiscal year and 1⁄3 of such visas 
shall be available for aliens allocated visas 
under either tier 1 or tier 2 in the following fis-
cal year. 

‘‘(B) If the unused visas were allocated for 
tier 2 in a fiscal year, 2⁄3 of such visas shall be 
available for aliens allocated visas under tier 2 
in the following fiscal year and 1⁄3 of such visas 
shall be available for aliens allocated visas 
under either tier 1 or tier 2 in the following fis-
cal year. 

‘‘(4) TIER 1.—The Secretary shall allocate 
points to each alien seeking to be a tier 1 merit- 
based immigrant as follows: 

‘‘(A) EDUCATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An alien may receive points 

under only 1 of the following categories: 
‘‘(I) An alien who has received a doctorate de-

gree from an institution of higher education in 
the United States or the foreign equivalent shall 
be allocated 15 points. 

‘‘(II) An alien who has received a master’s de-
gree from an institution of higher education in 
the United States or the foreign equivalent shall 
be allocated 10 points. 

‘‘(ii) An alien who has received a bachelor’s 
degree from an institution of higher education 
(as defined in section 101(a) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)) shall be al-
located 5 points. 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE.—An alien 
shall be allocated not more than 20 points as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(i) 3 points for each year the alien has been 
lawfully employed in a zone 5 occupation in the 
United States. 

‘‘(ii) 2 points for each year the alien has been 
lawfully employed in a zone 4 occupation in the 
United States. 

‘‘(C) EMPLOYMENT RELATED TO EDUCATION.— 
An alien who is in the United States and is em-
ployed full-time or has an offer of full-time em-
ployment in a field related to the alien’s edu-
cation— 

‘‘(i) in a zone 5 occupation shall be allocated 
10 points; or 

‘‘(ii) in a zone 4 occupation shall be allocated 
8 points. 

‘‘(D) ENTREPRENEURSHIP.—An alien who is an 
entrepreneur in business that employs at least 2 
employees in a zone 4 occupation or a zone 5 oc-
cupation shall be allocated 10 points. 

‘‘(E) HIGH DEMAND OCCUPATION.—An alien 
who is employed full-time in the United States 
or has an offer of full-time employment in a 
high demand tier 1 occupation shall be allocated 
10 points. 

‘‘(F) CIVIC INVOLVEMENT.—An alien who has 
attested that he or she has engaged in a signifi-
cant amount of community service, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, shall be allocated 2 
points. 

‘‘(G) ENGLISH LANGUAGE.—An alien who re-
ceived a score of 80 or more on the Test of 
English as a Foreign Language, or an equiva-
lent score on a similar test, as determined by the 
Secretary, shall be allocated 10 points. 

‘‘(H) SIBLINGS AND MARRIED SONS AND DAUGH-
TERS OF CITIZENS.—An alien who is the sibling 
of a citizen of the United States or who is over 
31 years of age and is the married son or mar-
ried daughter of a citizen of the United States 
shall be allocated 10 points. 

‘‘(I) AGE.—An alien who is— 
‘‘(i) between 18 and 24 years of age shall be al-

located 8 points; 
‘‘(ii) between 25 and 32 years of age shall be 

allocated 6 points; or 
‘‘(iii) between 33 and 37 years of age shall be 

allocated 4 points. 
‘‘(J) COUNTRY OF ORIGIN.—An alien who is a 

national of a country of which fewer than 

50,000 nationals were lawfully admitted to per-
manent residence in the United States in the 
previous 5 years shall be allocated 5 points. 

‘‘(5) TIER 2.—The Secretary shall allocate 
points to each alien seeking to be a tier 2 merit- 
based immigrant as follows: 

‘‘(A) EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE.—An alien 
shall be allocated 2 points for each year the 
alien has been lawfully employed in the United 
States, for a total of not more than 20 points. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL EMPLOYMENT CRITERIA.—An 
alien who is employed full-time in the United 
States, or has an offer of full-time employment— 

‘‘(i) in a high demand tier 2 occupation shall 
be allocated 10 points; or 

‘‘(ii) in a zone 1, zone 2, or zone 3 occupation 
shall be allocated 10 points. 

‘‘(C) CAREGIVER.—An alien who is or has been 
a primary caregiver shall be allocated 10 points. 

‘‘(D) EXCEPTIONAL EMPLOYMENT RECORD.—An 
alien who has a record of exceptional employ-
ment, as determined by the Secretary, shall be 
allocated 10 points. In determining a record of 
exceptional employment, the Secretary shall 
consider factors including promotions, lon-
gevity, changes in occupations from a lower job 
zone to a higher job zone, participated in safety 
training, and increases in pay. 

‘‘(E) CIVIC INVOLVEMENT.—An alien who has 
demonstrated significant civic involvement shall 
be allocated 2 points. 

‘‘(F) ENGLISH LANGUAGE.— 
‘‘(i) ENGLISH PROFICIENCY.—An alien who has 

demonstrated English proficiency, as determined 
by a standardized test designated by the Sec-
retary of Education, shall be allocated 10 points. 

‘‘(ii) ENGLISH KNOWLEDGE.—An alien who has 
demonstrated English knowledge, as determined 
by a standardized test designated by the Sec-
retary of Education, shall be allocated 5 points. 

‘‘(G) SIBLINGS AND MARRIED SONS AND DAUGH-
TERS OF CITIZENS.—An alien who is the sibling 
of a citizen of the United States or is over the 
age of 31 and is the married son or married 
daughter of a citizen of the United States shall 
be allocated 10 points. 

‘‘(H) AGE.—An alien who is— 
‘‘(i) between 18 and 24 years of age shall be al-

located 8 points; 
‘‘(ii) between 25 and 32 years of age shall be 

allocated 6 points; or 
‘‘(iii) between 33 and 37 years of age shall be 

allocated 4 points. 
‘‘(I) COUNTRY OF ORIGIN.—An alien who is a 

national of a country of which fewer than 
50,000 nationals were lawfully admitted to per-
manent residence in the United States in the 
previous 5 years shall be allocated 5 points. 

‘‘(6) FEE.—An alien who is allocated a visa 
under this subsection shall pay a fee of $1,500 in 
addition to any fee assessed to cover the costs to 
process an application under this subsection. 
Fees collected under this paragraph shall be de-
posited by the Secretary into the Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a)(1) of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act. 

‘‘(7) ELIGIBILITY OF ALIENS IN REGISTERED 
PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT STATUS.—An alien who 
was granted registered provisional immigrant 
status under section 245B is not eligible to re-
ceive a merit-based immigrant visa under section 
201(e). 

‘‘(8) INELIGIBILITY OF ALIENS WITH PENDING OR 
APPROVED PETITIONS.—An alien who has a peti-
tion pending or approved in another immigrant 
category under this section or section 201 may 
not apply for a merit-based immigrant visa. 

‘‘(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) HIGH DEMAND TIER 1 OCCUPATION.—The 

term ‘high demand tier 1 occupation’ means 1 of 
the 5 occupations for which the highest number 
of nonimmigrants described in section 
101(a)(15)(H)(i) were sought to be admitted by 
employers during the previous fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) HIGH DEMAND TIER 2 OCCUPATION.—The 
term ‘high demand tier 2 occupation’ means 1 of 
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the 5 occupations for which the highest number 
of positions were sought to become registered po-
sitions by employers under section 220(e) during 
the previous fiscal year. 

‘‘(C) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means 
the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

‘‘(D) ZONE 1 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘zone 1 
occupation’ means an occupation that requires 
little or no preparation and is classified as a 
zone 1 occupation on— 

‘‘(i) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act; or 

‘‘(ii) such Database or a similar successor 
database, as designated by the Secretary of 
Labor, after such date of enactment. 

‘‘(E) ZONE 2 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘zone 2 
occupation’ means an occupation that requires 
some preparation and is classified as a zone 2 
occupation on— 

‘‘(i) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act; or 

‘‘(ii) such Database or a similar successor 
database, as designated by the Secretary of 
Labor, after such date of enactment. 

‘‘(F) ZONE 3 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘zone 3 
occupation’ means an occupation that requires 
medium preparation and is classified as a zone 
3 occupation on— 

‘‘(i) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act; or 

‘‘(ii) such Database or a similar successor 
database, as designated by the Secretary of 
Labor, after such date of enactment. 

‘‘(G) ZONE 4 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘zone 4 
occupation’ means an occupation that requires 
considerable preparation and is classified as a 
zone 4 occupation on— 

‘‘(i) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of theBorder Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act; or 

‘‘(ii) such Database or a similar successor 
database, as designated by the Secretary of 
Labor, after such date of enactment. 

‘‘(H) ZONE 5 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘zone 5 
occupation’ means an occupation that requires 
extensive preparation and is classified as a zone 
5 occupation on— 

‘‘(i) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act; or 

‘‘(ii) such Database or a similar successor 
database, as designated by the Secretary of 
Labor, after such date of enactment.’’. 

(3) GAO STUDY AND REPORT.— 
(A) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the 

United States shall conduct a study of the 
merit-based immigration system established 
under section 203(c) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as amended by paragraph (2), to 
determine, during the first 7 years of such sys-
tem— 

(i) how the points described in paragraphs 
(4)(H), (4)(J), (5)(G), and (5)(I) of section 203(c) 
of such Act were utilized; 

(ii) how many of the points allocated to people 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence were 
allocated under such paragraphs; 

(iii) how many people who were allocated 
points under such paragraphs were not lawfully 
admitted to permanent residence; 

(iv) the countries of origin of the people who 
applied for a merit-based visa under section 
203(c) of such Act; 

(v) the number of such visas issued under tier 
1 and tier 2 to males and females, respectively; 

(vi) the age of individuals who were issued 
such visas; and 

(vii) the educational attainment and occupa-
tion of people who were issued such visas. 

(B) REPORT.—Not later than 7 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-

troller General shall submit a report to Congress 
that describes the results of the study conducted 
pursuant to subparagraph (A). 

(b) MODIFICATION OF POINTS.—The Secretary 
may submit to Congress a proposal to modify the 
number of points allocated under subsection (c) 
of section 203 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1153), as amended by sub-
section (a). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall take effect on the first day 
of the first fiscal year beginning after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 2302. MERIT-BASED TRACK TWO. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any immi-
grant visa made available under the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.), 
as amended by this Act, the Secretary of State 
shall allocate merit-based immigrant visas as de-
scribed in this section. 

(b) STATUS.—An alien admitted on the basis of 
a merit-based immigrant visa under this section 
shall have the status of an alien lawfully admit-
ted for permanent residence (as that term is de-
fined in section 101(a)(20) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(20)). 

(c) ELIGIBILITY.—Beginning on October 1, 
2014, the following aliens shall be eligible for 
merit-based immigrant visas under this section: 

(1) EMPLOYMENT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.—An 
alien who is the beneficiary of a petition filed 
before the date of the enactment of this Act to 
accord status under section 203(b) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act, if the visa has not 
been issued within 5 years after the date on 
which such petition was filed. 

(2) FAMILY-SPONSORED IMMIGRANTS.—Subject 
to subsection (d), an alien who is the bene-
ficiary of a petition filed to accord status under 
section 203(a) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act— 

(A) prior to the date of the enactment of this 
Act, if the visa was not issued within 5 years 
after the date on which such petition was filed; 
or 

(B) after such date of enactment, to accord 
status under paragraph (3) or (4) of section 
203(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1153(a)), as in effect the minute before 
the effective date specified in section 2307(a)(3) 
of this Act, and the visa was not issued within 
5 years after the date on which petition was 
filed. 

(3) LONG-TERM ALIEN WORKERS AND OTHER 
MERIT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.—An alien who— 

(A) is not admitted pursuant to subparagraph 
(W) of section 101(a)(15) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)); and 

(B) has been lawfully present in the United 
States in a status that allows for employment 
authorization for a continuous period, not 
counting brief, casual, and innocent absences, 
of not less than 10 years. 

(d) ALLOCATION OF EMPLOYMENT-SPONSORED 
MERIT-BASED IMMIGRANT VISAS.—In each of the 
fiscal years 2015 through and including 2021, the 
Secretary of State shall allocate to aliens de-
scribed in subsection (c)(1) a number of merit- 
based immigrant visas equal to 1⁄7 of the number 
of aliens described in subsection (c)(1) whose 
visas had not been issued as of the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(e) ALLOCATION OF FAMILY-SPONSORED MERIT- 
BASED IMMIGRANT VISAS.—The visas authorized 
by subsection (c)(2) shall be allocated as follows: 

(1) SPOUSES AND CHILDREN OF PERMANENT 
RESIDENTS.—Petitions to accord status under 
section 203(a)(2)(A) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(a)(2)(A)), as in ef-
fect the minute before the effective date speci-
fied in section 2307(a)(3) of this Act, are auto-
matically converted to petitions to accord status 
to the same beneficiaries as immediate relatives 
under section 201(b)(2)(A) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(2)(A)). 

(2) OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS.—In each of the 
fiscal years 2015 through and including 2021, the 

Secretary of State shall allocate to the aliens de-
scribed in subsection (c)(2)(A), other than those 
aliens described in paragraph (1), a number of 
transitional merit-based immigrant visas equal 
to 1⁄7 of the difference between— 

(A) the number of aliens described in sub-
section (c)(2)(A) whose visas had not been 
issued as of the date of the enactment of this 
Act; and 

(B) the number of aliens described in para-
graph (1). 

(3) ORDER OF ISSUANCE FOR PREVIOUSLY FILED 
APPLICATIONS.—Subject to paragraphs (1) and 
(2), the visas authorized by subsection (c)(2)(A) 
shall be issued without regard to a per country 
limitation in the order described in section 
203(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1153(a)), as amended by section 2305(b), 
in the order in which the petitions to accord sta-
tus under such section 203(a) were filed prior to 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(4) SUBSEQUENTLY FILED APPLICATIONS.—In 
fiscal year 2022, the Secretary of State shall al-
locate to the aliens described in subsection 
(c)(2)(B), the number of merit-based immigrant 
visas equal to 1⁄2 of the number of aliens de-
scribed in subsection (c)(2)(B) whose visas had 
not been issued by October 1, 2021. In fiscal year 
2023, the Secretary of State shall allocate to the 
aliens described in subsection (c)(2)(B), the 
number of merit-based immigrant visas equal to 
the number of aliens described in subsection 
(c)(2)(B) whose visas had not been issued by Oc-
tober 1, 2022. 

(5) ORDER OF ISSUANCE FOR SUBSEQUENTLY 
FILED APPLICATIONS.—Subject to paragraph (4), 
the visas authorized by subsection (c)(2)(B) 
shall be issued in the order in which the peti-
tions to accord status under section 203(a) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act were filed, as 
in effect the minute before the effective date 
specified in section 2307(a)(3) of this Act. 

(f) ELIGIBILITY IN YEARS AFTER 2028.—Begin-
ning in fiscal year 2029, aliens eligible for ad-
justment of status under subsection (c)(3) must 
be lawfully present in an employment author-
ized status for 20 years prior to filing an appli-
cation for adjustment of status. 
SEC. 2303. REPEAL OF THE DIVERSITY VISA PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title II (8 U.S.C. 1151 et 

seq.) is amended— 
(1) in section 201(a) (8 U.S.C. 1151(a))— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by adding ‘‘and’’ at the 

end; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘; and’’ at 

the end and inserting a period; and 
(C) by striking paragraph (3); 
(2) in section 203 (8 U.S.C. 1153)— 
(A) by striking subsection (c); 
(B) in subsection (e)— 
(i) by striking paragraph (2); and 
(ii) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (2); 
(C) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘(a), (b), or 

(c) of this section’’ and inserting ‘‘(a) or (b)’’; 
and 

(D) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘(a), (b), and 
(c)’’ and inserting ‘‘(a) and (b)’’; and 

(3) in section 204 (8 U.S.C. 1154)— 
(A) in subsection (a), as amended by section 

2305(d)(6)(A)(i), by striking paragraph (8); and 
(B) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘(a), (b), or 

(c)’’ and inserting ‘‘(a) or (b)’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICATION.— 
(1) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 

by this section shall take effect on October 1, 
2014. 

(2) APPLICATION.—An alien who receives a no-
tification from the Secretary that the alien was 
selected to receive a diversity immigrant visa 
under section 203(c) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(c)) for fiscal year 
2013 or fiscal year 2014 shall remain eligible to 
receive such visa under the rules of such sec-
tion, as in effect on September 30, 2014. No alien 
may be allocated such a diversity immigrant 
visa for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2015. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00056 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 6333 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4125 June 11, 2013 
SEC. 2304. WORLDWIDE LEVELS AND RECAPTURE 

OF UNUSED IMMIGRANT VISAS. 
(a) EMPLOYMENT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.—Section 

201(d) (8 U.S.C. 1151(d)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(d) WORLDWIDE LEVEL OF EMPLOYMENT- 
BASED IMMIGRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) WORLDWIDE LEVEL.—For a fiscal year 

after fiscal year 2015, the worldwide level of em-
ployment-based immigrants under this sub-
section is equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(i) 140,000; and 
‘‘(ii) the number computed under paragraph 

(2). 
‘‘(B) FISCAL YEAR 2015.—For fiscal year 2015, 

the worldwide level of employment-based immi-
grants under this subsection is equal to the sum 
of— 

‘‘(i) 140,000; 
‘‘(ii) the number computed under paragraph 

(2); and 
‘‘(iii) the number computed under paragraph 

(3). 
‘‘(2) PREVIOUS FISCAL YEAR.—The number 

computed under this paragraph for a fiscal year 
is the difference, if any, between the maximum 
number of visas which may be issued under sec-
tion 203(a) (relating to family-sponsored immi-
grants) during the previous fiscal year and the 
number of visas issued under that section dur-
ing that year. 

‘‘(3) UNUSED VISAS.—The number computed 
under this paragraph is the difference, if any, 
between— 

‘‘(A) the sum of the worldwide levels estab-
lished under paragraph (1), as in effect on the 
day before the date of the enactment of the Bor-
der Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immi-
gration Modernization Act, for fiscal years 1992 
through and including 2013; and 

‘‘(B) the number of visas actually issued 
under section 203(b) during such fiscal years.’’. 

(b) FAMILY-SPONSORED IMMIGRANTS.—Section 
201(c) (8 U.S.C. 1151(c)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(c) WORLDWIDE LEVEL OF FAMILY-SPON-
SORED IMMIGRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) WORLDWIDE LEVEL.—Subject to subpara-

graph (C), for each fiscal year after fiscal year 
2015, the worldwide level of family-sponsored 
immigrants under this subsection for a fiscal 
year is equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(i) 480,000 minus the number computed under 
paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(ii) the number computed under paragraph 
(3). 

‘‘(B) FISCAL YEAR 2015.—Subject to subpara-
graph (C), for fiscal year 2015, the worldwide 
level of family-sponsored immigrants under this 
subsection is equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(i) 480,000 minus the number computed under 
paragraph (2); 

‘‘(ii) the number computed under paragraph 
(3); and 

‘‘(iii) the number computed under paragraph 
(4). 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION.—The number computed 
under subparagraph (A)(i) or (B)(i) may not be 
less than 226,000, except that beginning on the 
date that is 18 months after the date of the en-
actment of the Border Security, Economic Op-
portunity, and Immigration Modernization Act, 
the number computed under subparagraph 
(A)(i) or (B)(i) may not be less than 161,000. 

‘‘(2) IMMEDIATE RELATIVES.—The number com-
puted under this paragraph for a fiscal year is 
the number of aliens described in subparagraph 
(A) or (B) of subsection (b)(2) who were issued 
immigrant visas, or who otherwise acquired the 
status of an alien lawfully admitted to the 
United States for permanent residence, in the 
previous fiscal year. 

‘‘(3) PREVIOUS FISCAL YEAR.—The number 
computed under this paragraph for a fiscal year 
is the difference, if any, between the maximum 
number of visas which may be issued under sec-

tion 203(b) (relating to employment-based immi-
grants) during the previous fiscal year and the 
number of visas issued under that section dur-
ing that year. 

‘‘(4) UNUSED VISAS.—The number computed 
under this paragraph is the difference, if any, 
between— 

‘‘(A) the sum of the worldwide levels estab-
lished under paragraph (1) for fiscal years 1992 
through and including 2013; and 

‘‘(B) the number of visas actually issued 
under section 203(a) during such fiscal years.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall take effect on the first day 
of the first fiscal year beginning after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 2305. RECLASSIFICATION OF SPOUSES AND 

MINOR CHILDREN OF LAWFUL PER-
MANENT RESIDENTS AS IMMEDIATE 
RELATIVES. 

(a) IMMEDIATE RELATIVES.—Section 201(b)(2) 
(8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(2)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(2)(A) Aliens who are immediate relatives. 
‘‘(B) In this paragraph, the term ‘immediate 

relative’ means— 
‘‘(i) a child, spouse, or parent of a citizen of 

the United States, except that in the case of 
such a parent such citizen shall be at least 21 
years of age; 

‘‘(ii) a child or spouse of an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence; 

‘‘(iii) a child or spouse of an alien described in 
clause (i), who is accompanying or following to 
join the alien; 

‘‘(iv) a child or spouse of an alien described in 
clause (ii), who is accompanying or following to 
join the alien; 

‘‘(v) an alien admitted under section 211(a) on 
the basis of a prior issuance of a visa to the 
alien’s accompanying parent who is an imme-
diate relative; and 

‘‘(vi) an alien born to an alien lawfully admit-
ted for permanent residence during a temporary 
visit abroad. 

‘‘(C) If an alien who was the spouse or child 
of a citizen of the United States or of an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence and 
was not legally separated from the citizen or 
lawful permanent resident at the time of the 
citizen’s or lawful permanent resident’s death 
files a petition under section 204(a)(1)(B), the 
alien spouse (and each child of the alien) shall 
remain, for purposes of this paragraph, an im-
mediate relative during the period beginning on 
the date of the citizen’s or permanent resident’s 
death and ending on the date on which the 
alien spouse remarries. 

‘‘(D) An alien who has filed a petition under 
clause (iii) or (iv) of section 204(a)(1)(A) shall 
remain, for purposes of this paragraph, an im-
mediate relative if the United States citizen or 
lawful permanent resident spouse or parent 
loses United States citizenship on account of the 
abuse.’’. 

(b) ALLOCATION OF IMMIGRANT VISAS.—Sec-
tion 203(a) (8 U.S.C. 1153(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘23,400,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘20 percent of the worldwide level of 
family-sponsored immigrants under section 
201(c)’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(2) UNMARRIED SONS AND UNMARRIED DAUGH-
TERS OF PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIENS.—Quali-
fied immigrants who are the unmarried sons or 
unmarried daughters (but are not the children) 
of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent res-
idence shall be allocated visas in a number not 
to exceed 20 percent of the worldwide level of 
family-sponsored immigrants under section 
201(c), plus any visas not required for the class 
specified in paragraph (1).’’; 

(3) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘23,400,’’ and inserting ‘‘20 

percent of the worldwide level of family-spon-
sored immigrants under section 201(c)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘classes specified in para-
graphs (1) and (2).’’ and inserting ‘‘class speci-
fied in paragraph (2).’’; and 

(4) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘65,000,’’ and inserting ‘‘40 

percent of the worldwide level of family-spon-
sored immigrants under section 201(c)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘classes specified in para-
graphs (1) through (3).’’ and inserting ‘‘class 
specified in paragraph (3).’’. 

(c) TERMINATION OF REGISTRATION.—Section 
203(g) (8 U.S.C. 1153(g)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(g) LISTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of carrying 

out the orderly administration of this title, the 
Secretary of State may make reasonable esti-
mates of the anticipated numbers of immigrant 
visas to be issued during any quarter of any fis-
cal year within each of the categories under 
subsections (a), (b), and (c) and may rely upon 
such estimates in authorizing the issuance of 
visas. 

‘‘(2) TERMINATION OF REGISTRATION.— 
‘‘(A) INFORMATION DISSEMINATION.—Not later 

than 180 days after the date of the enactment of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Secretary 
of State shall adopt a plan to broadly dissemi-
nate information to the public regarding termi-
nation of registration procedures described in 
subparagraphs (B) and (C), including proce-
dures for notifying the Department of Homeland 
Security and the Department of State of any 
change of address on the part of a petitioner or 
a beneficiary of an immigrant visa petition. 

‘‘(B) TERMINATION FOR FAILURE TO ADJUST.— 
The Secretary of Homeland Security shall termi-
nate the registration of any alien who has evi-
denced an intention to acquire lawful perma-
nent residence under section 245 and who fails 
to apply to adjust status within 1 year following 
notification to the alien of the availability of an 
immigrant visa. 

‘‘(C) TERMINATION FOR FAILURE TO APPLY.— 
The Secretary of State shall terminate the reg-
istration of any alien not described in subpara-
graph (B) who fails to apply for an immigrant 
visa within 1 year following notification to the 
alien of the availability of such visa. 

‘‘(3) REINSTATEMENT.—The registration of any 
alien that was terminated under paragraph (2) 
shall be reinstated if, within 2 years following 
the date of notification of the availability of 
such visa, the alien demonstrates that such fail-
ure to apply was due to good cause.’’. 

(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—Section 101(a)(15)(K)(ii) (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(K)(ii)) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 201(b)(2)(A)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
201(b)(2) (other than clause (v) or (vi) of sub-
paragraph (B))’’. 

(2) PER COUNTRY LEVEL.—Section 202(a)(1)(A) 
(8 U.S.C. 1152(a)(1)(A)) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 201(b)(2)(A)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
201(b)(2) (other than clause (v) or (vi) of sub-
paragraph (B))’’. 

(3) RULES FOR DETERMINING WHETHER CERTAIN 
ALIENS ARE IMMEDIATE RELATIVES.—Section 
201(f) (8 U.S.C. 1151(f)) is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘paragraphs 
(2) and (3),’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (2),’’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (2); 
(C) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4) as 

paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively; and 
(D) in paragraph (3), as redesignated by sub-

paragraph (C), by striking ‘‘through (3)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘and (2)’’. 

(4) NUMERICAL LIMITATION TO ANY SINGLE 
FOREIGN STATE.—Section 202(a)(4) (8 U.S.C. 
1152(a)(4)) is amended— 

(A) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B); 
(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) and 

(D) as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively; 
and 

(C) in subparagraph (A), as redesignated by 
clause (ii), by striking ‘‘section 203(a)(2)(B)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 203(a)(2)’’. 

(5) ALLOCATION OF IMMIGRANT VISAS.—Section 
203(h) (8 U.S.C. 1153(h)) is amended— 
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(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A), 

by striking ‘‘subsections (a)(2)(A) and (d)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘subsection (d)’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘becomes 
available for such alien (or, in the case of sub-
section (d), the date on which an immigrant visa 
number became available for the alien’s par-
ent),’’ and inserting ‘‘became available for the 
alien’s parent,’’; and 

(iii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘appli-
cable’’; 

(B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(2) PETITIONS DESCRIBED.—The petition de-
scribed in this paragraph is a petition filed 
under section 204 for classification of the alien’s 
parent under subsection (a), (b), or (c).’’; and 

(C) by amending paragraph (3) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(3) RETENTION OF PRIORITY DATE.— 
‘‘(A) PETITIONS FILED FOR CHILDREN.—For a 

petition originally filed to classify a child under 
subsection (d), if the age of the alien is deter-
mined under paragraph (1) to be 21 years of age 
or older on the date that a visa number becomes 
available to the alien’s parent who was the 
principal beneficiary of the petition, then, upon 
the parent’s admission to lawful permanent resi-
dence in the United States, the petition shall 
automatically be converted to a petition filed by 
the parent for classification of the alien under 
subsection (a)(2) and the petition shall retain 
the priority date established by the original peti-
tion. 

‘‘(B) FAMILY AND EMPLOYMENT-BASED PETI-
TIONS.—The priority date for any family- or em-
ployment-based petition shall be the date of fil-
ing of the petition with the Secretary of Home-
land Security (or the Secretary of State, if appli-
cable), unless the filing of the petition was pre-
ceded by the filing of a labor certification with 
the Secretary of Labor, in which case that date 
shall constitute the priority date. The bene-
ficiary of any petition shall retain his or her 
earliest priority date based on any petition filed 
on his or her behalf that was approvable when 
filed, regardless of the category of subsequent 
petitions.’’. 

(6) PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING IMMIGRANT STA-
TUS.— 

(A) PETITIONING PROCEDURE.—Section 204 (8 
U.S.C. 1154) is amended— 

(i) by striking subsection (a) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(a) PETITIONING PROCEDURE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—(A) Except as provided in 

subparagraph (H), any citizen of the United 
States or alien lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence claiming that an alien is entitled to 
classification by reason of a relationship de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) or (B) of section 
203(a)(1) or to an immediate relative status 
under section 201(b)(2)(A) may file a petition 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security for 
such classification. 

‘‘(B) An alien spouse or alien child described 
in section 201(b)(2)(C) may file a petition with 
the Secretary under this paragraph for classi-
fication of the alien (and the alien’s children) 
under such section. 

‘‘(C)(i) An alien who is described in clause (ii) 
may file a petition with the Secretary under this 
subparagraph for classification of the alien (and 
any child of the alien) if the alien demonstrates 
to the Secretary that— 

‘‘(I) the marriage or the intent to marry the 
citizen of the United States or lawful permanent 
resident was entered into in good faith by the 
alien; and 

‘‘(II) during the marriage or relationship in-
tended by the alien to be legally a marriage, the 
alien or a child of the alien has been battered or 
has been the subject of extreme cruelty per-
petrated by the alien’s spouse or intended 
spouse. 

‘‘(ii) For purposes of clause (i), an alien de-
scribed in this clause is an alien— 

‘‘(I)(aa) who is the spouse of a citizen of the 
United States or lawful permanent resident; 

‘‘(bb) who believed that he or she had married 
a citizen of the United States or lawful perma-
nent resident and with whom a marriage cere-
mony was actually performed and who other-
wise meets any applicable requirements under 
this Act to establish the existence of and bona 
fides of a marriage, but whose marriage is not 
legitimate solely because of the bigamy of such 
citizen of the United States or lawful permanent 
resident; or 

‘‘(cc) who was a bona fide spouse of a citizen 
of the United States or a lawful permanent resi-
dent within the past 2 years and— 

‘‘(AA) whose spouse died within the past 2 
years; 

‘‘(BB) whose spouse renounced citizenship 
status or renounced or lost status as a lawful 
permanent resident within the past 2 years re-
lated to an incident of domestic violence; or 

‘‘(CC) who demonstrates a connection between 
the legal termination of the marriage within the 
past 2 years and battering or extreme cruelty by 
a spouse who is a citizen of the United States or 
a lawful permanent resident spouse; 

‘‘(II) who is a person of good moral character; 
‘‘(III) who is eligible to be classified as an im-

mediate relative under section 201(b)(2)(A) or 
who would have been so classified but for the 
bigamy of the citizen of the United States that 
the alien intended to marry; and 

‘‘(IV) who has resided with the alien’s spouse 
or intended spouse. 

‘‘(D) An alien who is the child of a citizen or 
lawful permanent resident of the United States, 
or who was a child of a United States citizen or 
lawful permanent resident parent who within 
the past 2 years lost or renounced citizenship 
status related to an incident of domestic vio-
lence, and who is a person of good moral char-
acter, who is eligible to be classified as an imme-
diate relative under section 201(b)(2)(A), and 
who resides, or has resided in the past, with the 
citizen or lawful permanent resident parent may 
file a petition with the Secretary of Homeland 
Security under this paragraph for classification 
of the alien (and any child of the alien) under 
such section if the alien demonstrates to the 
Secretary that the alien has been battered by or 
has been the subject of extreme cruelty per-
petrated by the alien’s citizen or lawful perma-
nent resident parent. For purposes of this sub-
paragraph, residence includes any period of vis-
itation. 

‘‘(E) An alien who— 
‘‘(i) is the spouse, intended spouse, or child 

living abroad of a citizen or lawful permanent 
resident who— 

‘‘(I) is an employee of the United States Gov-
ernment; 

‘‘(II) is a member of the uniformed services (as 
defined in section 101(a) of title 10, United 
States Code); or 

‘‘(III) has subjected the alien or the alien’s 
child to battery or extreme cruelty in the United 
States; and 

‘‘(ii) is eligible to file a petition under sub-
paragraph (C) or (D), 
shall file such petition with the Secretary of 
Homeland Security under the procedures that 
apply to self-petitioners under subparagraph (C) 
or (D), as applicable. 

‘‘(F) For the purposes of any petition filed 
under subparagraph (C) or (D), the 
denaturalization, loss or renunciation of citizen-
ship or lawful permanent resident status, death 
of the abuser, divorce, or changes to the abus-
er’s citizenship or lawful permanent resident 
status after filing of the petition shall not ad-
versely affect the approval of the petition, and 
for approved petitions shall not preclude the 
classification of the eligible self-petitioning 
spouse or child as an immediate relative or af-
fect the alien’s ability to adjust status under 
subsections (a) and (c) of section 245 or obtain 
status as a lawful permanent resident based on 
the approved self-petition under such clauses. 

‘‘(G) An alien may file a petition with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security under this para-
graph for classification of the alien under sec-
tion 201(b)(2)(A) if the alien— 

‘‘(i) is the parent of a citizen of the United 
States or was a parent of a citizen of the United 
States who, within the past 2 years, lost or re-
nounced citizenship status related to an inci-
dent of domestic violence or died; 

‘‘(ii) is a person of good moral character; 
‘‘(iii) is eligible to be classified as an imme-

diate relative under section 201(b)(2)(A); 
‘‘(iv) resides, or has resided, with the citizen 

daughter or son; and 
‘‘(v) demonstrates that the alien has been bat-

tered or subject to extreme cruelty by the citizen 
daughter or son. 

‘‘(H)(i) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply to a 
citizen of the United States who has been con-
victed of a specified offense against a minor, un-
less the Secretary of Homeland Security, in the 
Secretary’s sole and unreviewable discretion, de-
termines that the citizen poses no risk to the 
alien with respect to whom a petition described 
in subparagraph (A) is filed. 

‘‘(ii) For purposes of clause (i), the term ‘spec-
ified offense against a minor’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 111 of the Adam 
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 
(42 U.S.C. 16911). 

‘‘(2) DETERMINATION OF GOOD MORAL CHAR-
ACTER.—Notwithstanding section 101(f), an act 
or conviction that is waivable with respect to 
the petitioner for purposes of a determination of 
the petitioner’s admissibility under section 
212(a) or deportability under section 237(a) shall 
not bar the Secretary of Homeland Security from 
finding the petitioner to be of good moral char-
acter under subparagraph (C) or (D) of para-
graph (1), if the Secretary finds that the act or 
conviction was connected to the alien’s having 
been battered or subjected to extreme cruelty. 

‘‘(3) PREFERENCE STATUS.—(A)(i) Any child 
who attains 21 years of age who has filed a peti-
tion under paragraph (1)(D) that was filed or 
approved before the date on which the child at-
tained 21 years of age shall be considered (if the 
child has not been admitted or approved for 
lawful permanent residence by the date the 
child attained 21 years of age) a petitioner for 
preference status under paragraph (1), (2), or (3) 
of section 203(a), whichever paragraph is appli-
cable, with the same priority date assigned to 
the self-petition filed under paragraph (1)(D). 
No new petition shall be required to be filed. 

‘‘(ii) Any individual described in clause (i) is 
eligible for deferred action and work authoriza-
tion. 

‘‘(iii) Any derivative child who attains 21 
years of age who is included in a petition de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) that was filed or 
approved before the date on which the child at-
tained 21 years of age shall be considered (if the 
child has not been admitted or approved for 
lawful permanent residence by the date the 
child attained 21 years of age) a VAWA self-pe-
titioner with the same priority date as that as-
signed to the petitioner in any petition described 
in subparagraph (B). No new petition shall be 
required to be filed. 

‘‘(iv) Any individual described in clause (iii) 
and any derivative child of a petitioner de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) is eligible for de-
ferred action and work authorization. 

‘‘(B) The petition referred to in subparagraph 
(A)(iii) is a petition filed by an alien under sub-
paragraph (C) or (D) of paragraph (1) in which 
the child is included as a derivative beneficiary. 

‘‘(C) Nothing in the amendments made by the 
Child Status Protection Act (Public Law 107– 
208; 116 Stat. 927) shall be construed to limit or 
deny any right or benefit provided under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(D) Any alien who benefits from this para-
graph may adjust status in accordance with 
subsections (a) and (c) of section 245 as an alien 
having an approved petition for classification 
under subparagraph (C) or (D) of paragraph 
(1). 
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‘‘(E) For purposes of this paragraph, an indi-

vidual who is not less than 21 years of age, who 
qualified to file a petition under paragraph 
(1)(D) as of the minute before the date on which 
the individual attained 21 years of age, and who 
did not file such a petition before such day, 
shall be treated as having filed a petition under 
such paragraph as of such day if a petition is 
filed for the status described in such paragraph 
before the individual attains 25 years of age and 
the individual shows that the abuse was at least 
1 central reason for the filing delay. Subpara-
graphs (A) through (D) shall apply to an indi-
vidual described in this subparagraph in the 
same manner as an individual filing a petition 
under paragraph (1)(D). 

‘‘(4) CLASSIFICATION AS ALIEN WITH EXTRAOR-
DINARY ABILITY.—Any alien desiring to be clas-
sified under subparagraph (I), (J), (K), (L), or 
(M) of section 201(b)(1) or section 203(b)(1)(A), 
or any person on behalf of such an alien, may 
file a petition with the Secretary of Homeland 
Security for such classification. 

‘‘(5) CLASSIFICATION AS EMPLOYMENT-BASED 
IMMIGRANT.—Any employer desiring and intend-
ing to employ within the United States an alien 
entitled to classification under paragraph 
(1)(B), (1)(C), (2), or (3) of section 203(b) may 
file a petition with the Secretary of Homeland 
Security for such classification. 

‘‘(6) CLASSIFICATION AS SPECIAL IMMIGRANT.— 
(A) Any alien (other than a special immigrant 
under section 101(a)(27)(D)) desiring to be classi-
fied under section 203(b)(4), or any person on 
behalf of such an alien, may file a petition with 
the Secretary of Homeland Security for such 
classification. 

‘‘(B) Aliens claiming status as a special immi-
grant under section 101(a)(27)(D) may file a pe-
tition only with the Secretary of State and only 
after notification by the Secretary that such sta-
tus has been recommended and approved pursu-
ant to such section. 

‘‘(7) CLASSIFICATION AS IMMIGRANT INVES-
TOR.—Any alien desiring to be classified under 
paragraph (5) or (6) of section 203(b) may file a 
petition with the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity for such classification. 

‘‘(8) DIVERSITY VISA.—(A) Any alien desiring 
to be provided an immigrant visa under section 
203(c) may file a petition at the place and time 
determined by the Secretary of State by regula-
tion. Only 1 such petition may be filed by an 
alien with respect to any petitioning period es-
tablished. If more than 1 petition is submitted 
all such petitions submitted for such period by 
the alien shall be voided. 

‘‘(B)(i) The Secretary of State shall designate 
a period for the filing of petitions with respect 
to visas which may be issued under section 
203(c) for the fiscal year beginning after the end 
of the period. 

‘‘(ii) Aliens who qualify, through random se-
lection, for a visa under section 203(c) shall re-
main eligible to receive such visa only through 
the end of the specific fiscal year for which they 
were selected. 

‘‘(iii) The Secretary of State shall prescribe 
such regulations as may be necessary to carry 
out this subparagraph. 

‘‘(C) A petition under this paragraph shall be 
in such form as the Secretary of State may by 
regulation prescribe and shall contain such in-
formation and be supported by such documen-
tary evidence as the Secretary of State may re-
quire. 

‘‘(D) Each petition to compete for consider-
ation for a visa under section 203(c) shall be ac-
companied by a fee equal to $30. All amounts 
collected under this subparagraph shall be de-
posited into the Treasury as miscellaneous re-
ceipts. 

‘‘(9) CONSIDERATION OF CREDIBLE EVIDENCE.— 
In acting on petitions filed under subparagraph 
(C) or (D) of paragraph (1), or in making deter-
minations under paragraphs (2) and (3), the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall consider 
any credible evidence relevant to the petition. 

The determination of what evidence is credible 
and the weight to be given that evidence shall 
be within the sole discretion of the Secretary. 

‘‘(10) WORK AUTHORIZATION.—(A) Upon the 
approval of a petition as a VAWA self-peti-
tioner, the alien— 

‘‘(i) is eligible for work authorization; and 
‘‘(ii) may be provided an ‘employment author-

ized’ endorsement or appropriate work permit 
incidental to such approval. 

‘‘(B) Notwithstanding any provision of this 
Act restricting eligibility for employment in the 
United States, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall grant employment authorization to an 
alien who has filed an application for status as 
a VAWA self-petitioner on the date that is the 
earlier of— 

‘‘(i) the date on which the alien’s application 
for such status is approved; or 

‘‘(ii) a date determined by the Secretary that 
is not later than 180 days after the date on 
which the alien filed the application. 

‘‘(11) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding para-
graphs (1) through (10), an individual who was 
a VAWA petitioner or who had the status of a 
nonimmigrant under subparagraph (T) or (U) of 
section 101(a)(15) may not file a petition for 
classification under this section or section 214 to 
classify any person who committed the battery 
or extreme cruelty or trafficking against the in-
dividual (or the individual’s child), which estab-
lished the individual’s (or individual’s child’s) 
eligibility as a VAWA petitioner or for such 
nonimmigrant status.’’; 

(ii) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘or pref-
erence status’’; and 

(iii) in subsection (h), by striking ‘‘or a peti-
tion filed under subsection (a)(1)(B)(ii)’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) is amended— 

(i) in section 101(a)— 
(I) in paragraph (15)(K), by striking 

‘‘204(a)(1)(A)(viii)(I)’’ each place such term ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘204(a)(1)(H)(i)’’; 

(II) in paragraph (50), by striking 
‘‘204(a)(1)(A)(iii)(II)(aa)(BB), 
204(a)(1)(B)(ii)(II)(aa)(BB),’’ and inserting 
‘‘204(a)(1)(C)(ii)(I)(bb) or’’; and 

(III) in paragraph (51)— 
(aa) in subparagraph (A), by striking 

‘‘204(a)(1)(A)’’ and inserting ‘‘204(a)(1)’’; 
(bb) by striking subparagraph (B); and 
(cc) by redesignating subparagraphs (C), (D), 

(E), (F), and (G) as subparagraphs (B), (C), (D), 
(E), and (F), respectively; 

(ii) in section 212(a)(4)(C)(i)— 
(I) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘clause (ii), 

(iii), or (iv) of section 204(a)(1)(A), or’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (B), (C), or (D) of section 
204(a)(1);’’; 

(II) by striking subclause (II); and 
(III) by redesignating subclause (III) as sub-

clause (II); 
(iii) in section 216(c)(4)(D), by striking 

‘‘204(a)(1)(A)(iii)(II)(aa)(BB)’’ and inserting 
‘‘204(a)(1)(C)(ii)(I)(bb)’’; and 

(iv) in section 240(c)(7)(C)(iv)(I), by striking 
‘‘clause (iii) or (iv) of section 204(a)(1)(A), 
clause (ii) or (iii) of section 204(a)(1)(B),’’ and 
inserting ‘‘subparagraph (C) or (D) of section 
204(a)(1),’’. 

(7) EXCLUDABLE ALIENS.—Section 
212(d)(12)(B) (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(12)(B)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘section 201(b)(2)(A)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 201(b)(2) (other than subparagraph 
(B)(vi))’’. 

(8) ADMISSION OF NONIMMIGRANTS.—Section 
214(r)(3)(A) (8 U.S.C. 1184(r)(3)(A)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘section 201(b)(2)(A)(i).’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 201(b)(2) (other than clause (v) or 
(vi) of subparagraph (B)).’’. 

(9) REFUGEE CRISIS IN IRAQ ACT OF 2007.—Sec-
tion 1243(a)(4) of the Refugee Crisis in Iraq Act 
of 2007 (8 U.S.C. 1157 note) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 201(b)(2)(A)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 201(b)(2) (other than clause (v) or (vi) of 
subparagraph (B))’’. 

(10) PROCESSING OF VISA APPLICATIONS.—Sec-
tion 233 of the Department of State Authoriza-

tion Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (8 U.S.C. 1201 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 201(b)(2)(A)(i)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 201(b)(2) (other than 
clause (v) or (vi) of subparagraph (B))’’. 

(11) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—Section 245(a) 
(8 U.S.C. 1255(a)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(a)(1) The status of an alien who was in-
spected and admitted or paroled into the United 
States or the status of any other alien having 
an approved petition for classification as a 
VAWA self-petitioner may be adjusted by the 
Attorney General or the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, in the Attorney General’s or the Sec-
retary’s discretion and under such regulations 
as the Attorney General or Secretary may pre-
scribe, to that of an alien lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence (regardless of whether the 
alien has already been admitted for permanent 
residence) if— 

‘‘(A) the alien makes an application for such 
adjustment; 

‘‘(B) the alien is eligible to receive an immi-
grant visa and is admissible to the United States 
for permanent residence; and 

‘‘(C) subject to paragraph (2), an immigrant 
visa is immediately available to the alien at the 
time the alien’s application is filed. 

‘‘(2)(A) An application that is based on a peti-
tion approved or approvable under subpara-
graph (A) or (B) of section 204(a)(1) may be filed 
without regard to the limitation set forth in 
paragraph (1)(C). 

‘‘(B) An application for adjustment filed for 
an alien under this paragraph may not be ap-
proved until such time as an immigrant visa be-
comes available for the alien.’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall take effect on the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 2306. NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS ON INDI-

VIDUAL FOREIGN STATES. 
(a) NUMERICAL LIMITATION TO ANY SINGLE 

FOREIGN STATE.—Section 202(a)(2) (8 U.S.C. 
1152(a)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in the paragraph heading, by striking 
‘‘AND EMPLOYMENT-BASED’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘(3), (4), and (5),’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘(3) and (4),’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘subsections (a) and (b) of sec-
tion 203’’ and inserting ‘‘section 203(a)’’; 

(4) by striking ‘‘7’’ and inserting ‘‘15’’; and 
(5) by striking ‘‘such subsections’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘such section’’. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 202 (8 

U.S.C. 1152) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘both sub-

sections (a) and (b) of section 203’’ and inserting 
‘‘section 203(a)’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (5); and 
(2) by amending subsection (e) to read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(e) SPECIAL RULES FOR COUNTRIES AT CEIL-

ING.—If it is determined that the total number of 
immigrant visas made available under section 
203(a) to natives of any single foreign state or 
dependent area will exceed the numerical limita-
tion specified in subsection (a)(2) in any fiscal 
year, in determining the allotment of immigrant 
visa numbers to natives under section 203(a), 
visa numbers with respect to natives of that 
state or area shall be allocated (to the extent 
practicable and otherwise consistent with this 
section and section 203) in a manner so that, ex-
cept as provided in subsection (a)(4), the propor-
tion of the visa numbers made available under 
each of paragraphs (1) through (4) of section 
203(a) is equal to the ratio of the total number 
of visas made available under the respective 
paragraph to the total number of visas made 
available under section 203(a).’’. 

(c) COUNTRY-SPECIFIC OFFSET.—Section 2 of 
the Chinese Student Protection Act of 1992 (8 
U.S.C. 1255 note) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘subsection 
(e))’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (d))’’; and 

(2) by striking subsection (d) and redesig-
nating subsection (e) as subsection (d). 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00059 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 6333 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4128 June 11, 2013 
(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 

by this section shall take effect 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 2307. ALLOCATION OF IMMIGRANT VISAS. 

(a) PREFERENCE ALLOCATION FOR FAMILY- 
SPONSORED IMMIGRANTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 203(a) (8 U.S.C. 
1153(a)), as amended by section 2305(b), is fur-
ther amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(a) PREFERENCE ALLOCATION FOR FAMILY- 
SPONSORED IMMIGRANTS.—Aliens subject to the 
worldwide level specified in section 201(c) for 
family-sponsored immigrants shall be allotted 
visas as follows: 

‘‘(1) SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF CITIZENS.— 
Qualified immigrants who are— 

‘‘(A) the unmarried sons or unmarried daugh-
ters but not the children of citizens of the 
United States shall be allocated visas in a num-
ber not to exceed 35 percent of the worldwide 
level authorized in section 201(c), plus the sum 
of— 

‘‘(i) the number of visas not required for the 
class specified in paragraph (2) for the current 
fiscal year; and 

‘‘(ii) the number of visas not required for the 
class specified in subparagraph (B); or 

‘‘(B) the married sons or married daughters of 
citizens of the United States who are 31 years of 
age or younger at the time of filing a petition 
under section 204 shall be allocated visas in a 
number not to exceed 25 percent of the world-
wide level authorized in section 201(c), plus the 
number of any visas not required for the class 
specified in subparagraph (A) current fiscal 
year. 

‘‘(2) SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF PERMANENT 
RESIDENTS.—Qualified immigrants who are the 
unmarried sons or unmarried daughters of 
aliens admitted for permanent residence shall be 
allocated visas in a number not to exceed 40 per-
cent of the worldwide level authorized in section 
201(c), plus any visas not required for the class 
specified in paragraph (1)(A).’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) PROCEDURE FOR GRANTING IMMIGRANT 

STATUS.—Section 204(f)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1154(f)(1)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 201(b), 203(a)(1), 
or 203(a)(3),’’ and inserting ‘‘section 201(b) or 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of section 203(a)(1)’’. 

(B) AUTOMATIC CONVERSION.—For the pur-
poses of any petition pending or approved based 
on a relationship described— 

(i) in subparagraph (A) of section 203(a)(1) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1153(a)(1)), as amended by paragraph (1), and 
notwithstanding the age of the alien, such a pe-
tition shall be deemed reclassified as a petition 
based on a relationship described in subpara-
graph (B) of such section 203(a)(1) upon the 
marriage of such alien; or 

(ii) in subparagraph (B) of such section 
203(a)(1), such a petition shall be deemed reclas-
sified as a petition based on a relationship de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) of such section 
203(a)(1) upon the legal termination of marriage 
or death of such alien’s spouse. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this subsection shall take effect on the first 
day of the first fiscal year that begins at least 
18 months following the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

(b) PREFERENCE ALLOCATION FOR EMPLOY-
MENT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 201(b)(1) (8 U.S.C. 
1151(b)(1)), as amended by sections 2103(c) and 
2212(d), is further amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(H) Derivative beneficiaries as described in 
section 203(d) of employment-based immigrants 
under section 203(b). 

‘‘(I) Aliens with extraordinary ability in the 
sciences, arts, education, business, or athletics 
which has been demonstrated by sustained na-
tional or international acclaim, if, with respect 
to any such alien— 

‘‘(i) the achievements of such alien have been 
recognized in the field through extensive docu-
mentation; 

‘‘(ii) such alien seeks to enter the United 
States to continue work in the area of extraor-
dinary ability; and 

‘‘(iii) the entry of such alien into the United 
States will substantially benefit prospectively 
the United States. 

‘‘(J) Aliens who are outstanding professors 
and researchers if, with respect to any such 
alien— 

‘‘(i) the alien is recognized internationally as 
outstanding in a specific academic area; 

‘‘(ii) the alien has at least 3 years of experi-
ence in teaching or research in the academic 
area; and 

‘‘(iii) the alien seeks to enter the United 
States— 

‘‘(I) to be employed in a tenured position (or 
tenure-track position) within a not for profit 
university or institution of higher education to 
teach in the academic area; 

‘‘(II) for employment in a comparable position 
with a not for profit university or institution of 
higher education, or a governmental research 
organization, to conduct research in the area; or 

‘‘(III) for employment in a comparable posi-
tion to conduct research in the area with a de-
partment, division, or institute of a private em-
ployer, if the department, division, or institute 
employs at least 3 persons full-time in research 
activities and has achieved documented accom-
plishments in an academic field. 

‘‘(K) Aliens who are multinational executives 
and managers if, with respect to any such 
alien— 

‘‘(i) in the 3 years preceding the time of the 
alien’s application for classification and admis-
sion into the United States under this subpara-
graph, the alien has been employed for at least 
1 year by a firm or corporation or other legal en-
tity or an affiliate or subsidiary thereof; and 

‘‘(ii) the alien seeks to enter the United States 
in order to continue to render services to the 
same employer or to a subsidiary or affiliate 
thereof in a capacity that is managerial or exec-
utive. 

‘‘(L) Aliens who have earned a doctorate de-
gree from an institution of higher education in 
the United States or the foreign equivalent. 

‘‘(M) Alien physicians who have completed 
the foreign residency requirements under section 
212(e) or obtained a waiver of these require-
ments or an exemption requested by an inter-
ested State agency or by an interested Federal 
agency under section 214(l), including those 
alien physicians who completed such service be-
fore the date of the enactment of the Border Se-
curity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act. 

‘‘(N) ADVANCED DEGREES IN A STEM FIELD.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An immigrant who— 
‘‘(I) has earned a master’s or higher degree in 

a field of science, technology, engineering, or 
mathematics included in the Department of 
Education’s Classification of Instructional Pro-
grams taxonomy within the summary groups of 
computer and information sciences and support 
services, engineering, mathematics and statis-
tics, biological and biomedical sciences, and 
physical sciences, from a United States institu-
tion of higher education; 

‘‘(II) has an offer of employment from a 
United States employer in a field related to such 
degree; and 

‘‘(III) earned the qualifying graduate degree 
during the 5-year period immediately before the 
initial filing date of the petition under which 
the nonimmigrant is a beneficiary. 

‘‘(ii) DEFINITION.—In this subparagraph, the 
term ‘United States institution of higher edu-
cation’ means an institution that— 

‘‘(I) is described in section 101(a) of the High-
er Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)) or is 
a proprietary institution of higher education (as 
defined in section 102(b) of such Act (20 U.S.C. 
1002(b))); 

‘‘(II) was classified by the Carnegie Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Teaching on Janu-
ary 1, 2012, as a doctorate-granting university 

with a very high or high level of research activ-
ity or classified by the National Science Foun-
dation after the date of enactment of this sub-
paragraph, pursuant to an application by the 
institution, as having equivalent research activ-
ity to those institutions that had been classified 
by the Carnegie Foundation as being doctorate- 
granting universities with a very high or high 
level of research activity; and 

‘‘(III) is accredited by an accrediting body 
that is itself accredited either by the Department 
of Education or by the Council for Higher Edu-
cation Accreditation.’’. 

(2) EXCEPTION FROM LABOR CERTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENT FOR STEM IMMIGRANTS.—Section 
212(a)(5)(D) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(5)(D)) is amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(D) APPLICATION OF GROUNDS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the grounds for inadmissibility of 
aliens under subparagraphs (A) and (B) shall 
apply to immigrants seeking admission or ad-
justment of status under paragraph (2) or (3) of 
section 203(b). 

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL RULE FOR STEM IMMIGRANTS.— 
The grounds for inadmissibility of aliens under 
subparagraph (A) shall not apply to an immi-
grant seeking admission or adjustment of status 
under section 203(b)(2)(B).’’. 

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.— 

(1) TREATMENT OF DERIVATIVE FAMILY MEM-
BERS.—Section 203(d) (8 U.S.C. 1153(d)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(d) TREATMENT OF FAMILY MEMBERS.—If ac-
companying or following to join a spouse or par-
ent issued a visa under subsection (a), (b), or 
(c), subparagraph (I), (J), (K), (L), or (M) of 
section 201(b)(1), or section 201(b)(2), a spouse or 
child (as defined in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), 
(D), or (E) of section 101(b)(1)) shall be entitled 
to the same immigrant status and the same order 
of consideration provided in the respective pro-
vision.’’. 

(2) ALIENS WHO ARE PRIORITY WORKERS OR 
MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSIONS HOLDING AD-
VANCED DEGREES.—Section 203(b) (8 U.S.C. 
1153(b)) is amended— 

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by 
striking ‘‘Aliens’’ and inserting ‘‘Other than 
aliens described in paragraph (1) or (2)(B), 
aliens’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking the matter 
preceding subparagraph (A) and inserting 
‘‘Aliens described in any of the following sub-
paragraphs may be admitted to the United 
States without respect to the worldwide level 
specified in section 201(d)’’; and 

(C) by amending paragraph (2) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(2) ALIENS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF PROFES-
SIONS HOLDING ADVANCED DEGREES OR PROSPEC-
TIVE EMPLOYEES OF NATIONAL SECURITY FACILI-
TIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Visas shall be made avail-
able, in a number not to exceed 40 percent of the 
worldwide level authorized in section 201(d), 
plus any visas not required for the classes speci-
fied in paragraph (5) to qualified immigrants 
who are either of the following: 

‘‘(i) Members of the professions holding ad-
vanced degrees or their equivalent whose serv-
ices in the sciences, arts, professions, or business 
are sought by an employer in the United States, 
including alien physicians holding foreign med-
ical degrees that have been deemed sufficient for 
acceptance by an accredited United States med-
ical residency or fellowship program. 

‘‘(ii) Prospective employees, in a research ca-
pacity, of Federal national security, science, 
and technology laboratories, centers, and agen-
cies, if such immigrants have been lawfully 
present in the United States for two years prior 
to employment (unless the Secretary of Home-
land Security determines, including upon re-
quest of the prospective laboratory, center, or 
agency, that exceptional circumstances exist 
justifying waiver of the presence requirement). 
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‘‘(B) WAIVER OF JOB OFFER.— 
‘‘(i) NATIONAL INTEREST WAIVER.—Subject to 

clause (ii), the Secretary of Homeland Security 
may, if the Secretary deems it to be in the na-
tional interest, waive the requirements of sub-
paragraph (A) that an alien’s services in the 
sciences, arts, professions, or business be sought 
by an employer in the United States. 

‘‘(ii) PHYSICIANS WORKING IN SHORTAGE AREAS 
OR VETERANS FACILITIES.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall grant a 
national interest waiver pursuant to clause (i) 
on behalf of any alien physician with respect to 
whom a petition for preference classification has 
been filed under subparagraph (A) if— 

‘‘(aa) the alien physician agrees to work on a 
full- time basis practicing primary care, spe-
cialty medicine, or a combination thereof, in an 
area or areas designated by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services as having a short-
age of health care professionals or at a health 
care facility under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs; or 

‘‘(bb) the alien physician is pursuing such 
waiver based upon service at a facility or facili-
ties that serve patients who reside in a geo-
graphic area or areas designated by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services as having 
a shortage of health care professionals (without 
regard to whether such facility or facilities are 
located within such an area) and a Federal 
agency or a local, county, regional, or State de-
partment of public health determines that the 
alien physician’s work at such facility was or 
will be in the public interest. 

‘‘(II) PROHIBITION.— 
‘‘(aa) No permanent resident visa may be 

issued to an alien physician described in sub-
clause (I) by the Secretary of State under sec-
tion 204(b), and the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity may not adjust the status of such an 
alien physician from that of a nonimmigrant 
alien to that of a permanent resident alien 
under section 245, until such time as the alien 
has worked full time as a physician for an ag-
gregate of 5 years (not including the time served 
in the status of an alien described in section 
101(a)(15)(J)), in an area or areas designated by 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services as 
having a shortage of health care professionals 
or at a health care facility under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, or at 
a facility or facilities meeting the requirements 
of subclause (I)(bb). 

‘‘(bb) The 5-year service requirement of item 
(aa) shall be counted from the date the alien 
physician begins work in the shortage area in 
any legal status and not the date an immigrant 
visa petition is filed or approved. Such service 
shall be aggregated without regard to when 
such service began and without regard to 
whether such service began during or in con-
junction with a course of graduate medical edu-
cation. 

‘‘(cc) An alien physician shall not be required 
to submit an employment contract with a term 
exceeding the balance of the 5-year commitment 
yet to be served, nor an employment contract 
dated within a minimum time period prior to fil-
ing of a visa petition pursuant to this sub-
section. 

‘‘(dd) An alien physician shall not be required 
to file additional immigrant visa petitions upon 
a change of work location from the location ap-
proved in the original national interest immi-
grant petition. 

‘‘(III) STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subparagraph may be construed to prevent 
the filing of a petition with the Secretary of 
Homeland Security for classification under sec-
tion 204(a), by an alien physician described in 
subclause (I) prior to the date by which such 
alien physician has completed the service de-
scribed in subclause (II) or in section 214(l). 

‘‘(C) GUIDANCE AND RULES.—The Secretary 
may prescribe such policy guidance and rules as 
the Secretary considers appropriate for purposes 
of subparagraph (A) to ensure national security 

and promote the interests and competitiveness of 
the United States. Such rules shall include a 
definition of the term ‘Federal national security, 
science, and technology laboratories, centers, 
and agencies’ for purposes of clause (ii) of sub-
paragraph (A), which shall include the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) The national security, science, and tech-
nology laboratories, centers, and agencies of the 
Department of Defense, the Department of En-
ergy, the Department of Homeland Security, the 
elements of the intelligence community (as that 
term is defined in section 4(3) of the National 
Security Act of 1947), and any other department 
or agency of the Federal Government that con-
ducts or funds research and development in the 
essential national interest. 

‘‘(ii) Federally funded research and develop-
ment centers (FFRDCs) that are primarily sup-
ported by a department or agency of the Federal 
Government specified in clause (i).’’. 

(3) SKILLED WORKERS, PROFESSIONALS, AND 
OTHER WORKERS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 203(b)(3)(A) (8 
U.S.C. 1153(b)(3)(A)) is amended by striking ‘‘in 
a number not to exceed 28.6 percent of such 
worldwide level, plus any visas not required for 
the classes specified in paragraphs (1) and (2),’’ 
and inserting ‘‘in a number not to exceed 40 per-
cent of the worldwide level authorized in section 
201(d), plus any visas not required for the class 
specified in paragraph (2),’’. 

(B) MEDICAL LICENSE REQUIREMENTS.—Section 
214(i)(2)(A) (8 U.S.C. 1184(i)(2)(A)) is amended 
by adding at the end ‘‘including in the case of 
a medical doctor, the licensure required to prac-
tice medicine in the United States,’’. 

(C) REPEAL OF LIMITATION ON OTHER WORK-
ERS.—Section 203(b)(3) (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)(3)) is 
amended— 

(i) by striking subparagraph (B); and 
(ii) redesignated subparagraph (C) as sub-

paragraph (B). 
(4) CERTAIN SPECIAL IMMIGRANTS.—Section 

203(b)(4) (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)(4)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘in a number not to exceed 7.1 percent 
of such worldwide level,’’ and inserting ‘‘in a 
number not to exceed 10 percent of the world-
wide level authorized in section 201(d), plus any 
visas not required for the class specified in para-
graph (3),’’. 

(5) EMPLOYMENT CREATION.—Section 
203(b)(5)(A) (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)(5)(A)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘in a number not to exceed 7.1 per-
cent of such worldwide level,’’ and inserting ‘‘in 
a number not to exceed 10 percent of the world-
wide level authorized in section 201(d), plus any 
visas not required for the class specified in para-
graph (4),’’. 

(d) NATURALIZATION OF EMPLOYEES OF CER-
TAIN NATIONAL SECURITY FACILITIES WITHOUT 
REGARD TO RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS.—Section 
316 (8 U.S.C. 1427) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(g)(1) Any person who, while an alien or a 
noncitizen national of the United States, has 
been employed in a research capacity at a Fed-
eral national security, science, and technology 
laboratory, center, or agency (as defined pursu-
ant to section 203(b)(2)(C)) for a period or peri-
ods aggregating one year or more may, in the 
discretion of the Secretary, be naturalized with-
out regard to the residence requirements of this 
section if the person— 

‘‘(A) has complied with all requirements as de-
termined by the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of En-
ergy, or the head of a petitioning department or 
agency of the Federal Government, including 
contractual requirements to maintain employ-
ment in a research capacity with a Federal na-
tional security, science, and technology labora-
tory, center, or agency for a period not to exceed 
five years; and 

‘‘(B) has favorably completed and adjudicated 
a background investigation at the appropriate 
level, from the employing department or agency 
of the Federal Government within the last five 
years. 

‘‘(2) The number of aliens or noncitizen na-
tionals naturalized in any fiscal year under this 
subsection shall not exceed a number as defined 
by the Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the head of the petitioning de-
partment or agency of the Federal Govern-
ment.’’. 
SEC. 2308. INCLUSION OF COMMUNITIES AD-

VERSELY AFFECTED BY A REC-
OMMENDATION OF THE DEFENSE 
BASE CLOSURE AND REALIGNMENT 
COMMISSION AS TARGETED EMPLOY-
MENT AREAS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 203(b)(5)(B)(ii) (8 
U.S.C. 1153(b)(5)(B)(ii)) is amended by inserting 
‘‘, any community adversely affected by a rec-
ommendation by the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission,’’ after ‘‘rural area’’. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall 
implement the amendment made by subsection 
(a) through appropriate regulations. 
SEC. 2309. V NONIMMIGRANT VISAS. 

(a) NONIMMIGRANT ELIGIBILITY.—Subpara-
graph (V) of section 101(a)(15) (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(V)(i) subject to section 214(q)(1) and section 
212(a)(4), an alien who is the beneficiary of an 
approved petition under section 203(a) as— 

‘‘(I) the unmarried son or unmarried daughter 
of a citizen of the United States; 

‘‘(II) the unmarried son or unmarried daugh-
ter of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence; or 

‘‘(III) the married son or married daughter of 
a citizen of the United States and who is 31 
years of age or younger; or 

‘‘(ii) subject to section 214(q)(2), an alien who 
is— 

‘‘(I) the sibling of a citizen of the United 
States; or 

‘‘(II) the married son or married daughter of 
a citizen of the United States and who is older 
than 31 years of age;’’. 

(b) EMPLOYMENT AND PERIOD OF ADMISSION 
OF NONIMMIGRANTS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 
101(A)(15)(V).—Section 214(q) (8 U.S.C. 1184(q)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(q) NONIMMIGRANTS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 
101(A)(15)(V).— 

‘‘(1) CERTAIN SONS AND DAUGHTERS.— 
‘‘(A) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION.—The Sec-

retary shall— 
‘‘(i) authorize a nonimmigrant admitted pur-

suant to section 101(a)(15)(V)(i) to engage in em-
ployment in the United States during the period 
of such nonimmigrant’s authorized admission; 
and 

‘‘(ii) provide such a nonimmigrant with an 
‘employment authorized’ endorsement or other 
appropriate document signifying authorization 
of employment. 

‘‘(B) TERMINATION OF ADMISSION.—The period 
of authorized admission for such a non-
immigrant shall terminate 30 days after the date 
on which— 

‘‘(i) such nonimmigrant’s application for an 
immigrant visa pursuant to the approval of a 
petition under subsection (a) or (c) of section 203 
is denied; or 

‘‘(ii) such nonimmigrant’s application for ad-
justment of status under section 245 pursuant to 
the approval of such a petition is denied. 

‘‘(2) SIBLINGS AND SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF 
CITIZENS.— 

‘‘(A) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION.—The Sec-
retary may not authorize a nonimmigrant ad-
mitted pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(V)(ii) to 
engage in employment in the United States. 

‘‘(B) PERIOD OF ADMISSION.—The period of 
authorized admission as such a nonimmigrant 
may not exceed 60 days per fiscal year. 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF PERIOD OF ADMISSION.— 
An alien admitted under section 101(a)(15)(V) 
may not receive an allocation of points pursu-
ant to section 203(c) for residence in the United 
States while admitted as such a non-
immigrant.’’. 
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(c) PUBLIC BENEFITS.—A noncitizen who is 

lawfully present in the United States pursuant 
to section 101(a)(15)(V) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(V)) is not 
eligible for any means-tested public benefits (as 
such term is defined and implemented in section 
403 of the Personal Responsibility and Work Op-
portunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 
1613)). A noncitizen admitted under this sec-
tion— 

(1) is not entitled to the premium assistance 
tax credit authorized under section 36B of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 for his or her 
coverage; 

(2) shall be subject to the rules applicable to 
individuals not lawfully present that are set 
forth in subsection (e) of such section; 

(3) shall be subject to the rules applicable to 
individuals not lawfully present that are set 
forth in section 1402(e) of the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18071(e)); 
and 

(4) shall be subject to the rules applicable to 
individuals not lawfully present set forth in sec-
tion 5000A(d)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall take effect on the first day 
of the first fiscal year beginning after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 2310. FIANCÉE AND FIANCÉ CHILD STATUS 

PROTECTION. 
(a) DEFINITION.—Section 101(a)(15)(K) (8 

U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(K), as amended by section 
2305(d)(6)(B)(i)(I), is further amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘or of an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence’’ 
after ‘‘204(a)(1)(H)(i))’’; 

(2) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or of an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence’’ 
after ‘‘204(a)(1)(H)(i))’’; and 

(3) in clause (iii), by striking the semicolon 
and inserting ‘‘, provided that a determination 
of the age of such child is made using the age 
of the alien on the date on which the fiancé, 
fiancée, or immigrant visa petition is filed with 
the Secretary of Homeland Security to classify 
the alien’s parent as the fiancée or fiancé of a 
United States citizen or of an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence (in the case of 
an alien parent described in clause (i)) or as the 
spouse of a citizen of the United States or of an 
alien lawfully admitted to permanent residence 
under section 201(b)(2)(A) (in the case of an 
alien parent described in clause (ii));’’. 

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS AUTHORIZED.— 
Section 214(d) (8 U.S.C. 1184(d)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) as 
paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively; and 

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘In the 
event’’ and all that follows through the end; 
and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2)(A) If an alien does not marry the peti-
tioner under paragraph (1) within 3 months 
after the alien and the alien’s children are ad-
mitted into the United States, the visa pre-
viously issued under the provisions of section 
1101(a)(15)(K)(i) shall automatically expire and 
such alien and children shall be required to de-
part from the United States. If such aliens fail 
to depart from the United States, they shall be 
placed in proceedings in accordance with sec-
tions 240 and 241. 

‘‘(B) Subject to subparagraphs (C) and (D), if 
an alien marries the petitioner described in sec-
tion 101(a)(15)(K)(i) within 90 days after the 
alien is admitted into the United States, the Sec-
retary or the Attorney General, subject to the 
provisions of section 245(d), may adjust the sta-
tus of the alien, and any children accom-
panying or following to join the alien, to that of 
an alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence on a conditional basis under section 216 if 
the alien and any such children apply for such 
adjustment and are not determined to be inad-
missible to the United States. If the alien does 

not apply for such adjustment within 6 months 
after the marriage, the visa issued under the 
provisions of section 1101(a)(15)(K) shall auto-
matically expire. 

‘‘(C) Paragraphs (5) and (7)(A) of section 
212(a) shall not apply to an alien who is eligible 
to apply for adjustment of the alien’s status to 
an alien lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence under this section. 

‘‘(D) An alien eligible for a waiver of inadmis-
sibility as otherwise authorized under this Act 
or the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act shall be 
permitted to apply for adjustment of the alien’s 
status to that of an alien lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence under this section.’’. 

(c) AGE DETERMINATION.—Section 245(d) (8 
U.S.C. 1255(d)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘The Attorney General’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(1) The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity’’; 

(2) in paragraph (1), as redesignated, by strik-
ing ‘‘Attorney General’’ and inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) A determination of the age of an alien 

admitted to the United States under section 
101(a)(15)(K)(iii) shall be made, for purposes of 
adjustment to the status of an alien lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence on a condi-
tional basis under section 216, using the age of 
the alien on the date on which the fiancé, 
fiancée, or immigrant visa petition was filed 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security to clas-
sify the alien’s parent as the fiancée or fiancé of 
a United States citizen or of an alien lawfully 
admitted to permanent residence (in the case of 
an alien parent admitted to the United States 
under section 101(a)(15)(K)(i)) or as the spouse 
of a United States citizen or of an alien lawfully 
admitted to permanent residence under section 
201(b)(2)(A) (in the case of an alien parent ad-
mitted to the United States under section 
101(a)(15)(K)(ii)).’’. 

(d) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by 
this section shall apply to all petitions or appli-
cations described in such amendments that are 
pending as of the date of the enactment of the 
Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernization Act. 

(e) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—Section 101(a)(15)(K) (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(K)), as amended by sub-
section (a), is further amended— 

(A) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘section 
201(b)(2)(A)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
201(b)(2)’’; and 

(B) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘section 
201(b)(2)(A)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
201(b)(2)’’. 

(2) AGE DETERMINATION.—Paragraph (2) of 
section 245(d) (8 U.S.C. 1255(d)), as added by 
subsection (c), is amended by striking section 
‘‘201(b)(2)(A)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘201(b)(2)’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this subsection shall take effect on the first 
day of the first fiscal year beginning no earlier 
than 1 year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 
SEC. 2311. EQUAL TREATMENT FOR ALL STEP-

CHILDREN. 
Section 101(b)(1)(B) (8 U.S.C. 1101(b)(1)(B)) is 

amended by striking ‘‘eighteen years’’ and in-
serting ‘‘21 years’’. 
SEC. 2312. MODIFICATION OF ADOPTION AGE RE-

QUIREMENTS. 
Section 101(b)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1101(b)(1)) is 

amended— 
(1) in subparagraph (E)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(E)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘(E)’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘under the age of sixteen 

years’’ and inserting ‘‘younger than 18 years of 
age, or a child adopted when 18 years of age or 
older if the adopting parent or parents initiated 
the legal adoption process before the child 
reached 18 years of age’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘; or’’ and inserting a semi-
colon; and 

(D) by striking clause (ii); 
(2) in subparagraph (F)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(F)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘(F)’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘sixteen’’ and inserting ‘‘18’’; 
(C) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ and in-

serting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; and 
(D) by striking clause (ii); and 
(3) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘‘16’’ and 

inserting ‘‘18’’. 
SEC. 2313. RELIEF FOR ORPHANS, WIDOWS, AND 

WIDOWERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) SPECIAL RULE FOR ORPHANS AND 

SPOUSES.—In applying clauses (iii) and (iv) of 
section 201(b)(2)(B) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as added by section 2305(a) of this 
Act, to an alien whose citizen or lawful perma-
nent resident relative died before the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the alien relative may file 
the classification petition under section 
204(a)(1)(A)(ii) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act not later than 2 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(2) ELIGIBILITY FOR PAROLE.—If an alien was 
excluded, deported, removed, or departed volun-
tarily before the date of the enactment of this 
Act based solely upon the alien’s lack of classi-
fication as an immediate relative (as defined in 
section 201(b)(2)(B)(iv) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as amended by section 2305(a) 
of this Act) due to the death of such citizen or 
resident— 

(A) such alien shall be eligible for parole into 
the United States pursuant to the Secretary’s 
discretionary authority under section 212(d)(5) 
of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5)); and 

(B) such alien’s application for adjustment of 
status shall be considered by the Secretary not-
withstanding section 212(a)(9) of such Act (8 
U.S.C. 1182(a)(9)). 

(3) ELIGIBILITY FOR PAROLE.—If an alien de-
scribed in section 204(l) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1154(l)) was excluded, 
deported, removed, or departed voluntarily be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act— 

(A) such alien shall be eligible for parole into 
the United States pursuant to the Secretary’s 
discretionary authority under section 212(d)(5) 
of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5)); and 

(B) such alien’s application for adjustment of 
status shall be considered by the Secretary not-
withstanding section 212(a)(9) of such Act (8 
U.S.C. 1182(a)(9)). 

(b) PROCESSING OF IMMIGRANT VISAS AND DE-
RIVATIVE PETITIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 204(b) (8 U.S.C. 
1154(b)) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘After an investigation’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(1) After an investigation’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2)(A) Any alien described in subparagraph 

(B) whose qualifying relative died before the 
completion of immigrant visa processing may 
have an immigrant visa application adjudicated 
as if such death had not occurred. An immi-
grant visa issued before the death of the quali-
fying relative shall remain valid after such 
death. 

‘‘(B) An alien described in this subparagraph 
is an alien who— 

‘‘(i) is an immediate relative (as described in 
section 201(b)(2)(B)); 

‘‘(ii) is a family-sponsored immigrant (as de-
scribed in subsection (a) or (d) of section 203); 

‘‘(iii) is a derivative beneficiary of an employ-
ment-based immigrant under section 203(b) (as 
described in section 203(d)); or 

‘‘(iv) is the spouse or child of a refugee (as de-
scribed in section 207(c)(2)) or an asylee (as de-
scribed in section 208(b)(3)).’’. 

(2) TRANSITION PERIOD.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding a denial or 

revocation of an application for an immigrant 
visa for an alien due to the death of the quali-
fying relative before the date of the enactment 
of this Act, such application may be renewed by 
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the alien through a motion to reopen, without 
fee. 

(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF BARS TO ENTRY.—Not-
withstanding section 212(a)(9) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(9)), 
an alien’s application for an immigrant visa 
shall be considered if the alien was excluded, 
deported, removed, or departed voluntarily be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(c) NATURALIZATION.—Section 319(a) (8 U.S.C. 
1430(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘States,’’ and 
inserting ‘‘States (or if the spouse is deceased, 
the spouse was a citizen of the United States),’’. 

(d) WAIVERS OF INADMISSIBILITY.—Section 212 
(8 U.S.C. 1182) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(v) CONTINUED WAIVER ELIGIBILITY FOR 
WIDOWS, WIDOWERS, AND ORPHANS.—In the case 
of an alien who would have been statutorily eli-
gible for any waiver of inadmissibility under 
this Act but for the death of a qualifying rel-
ative, the eligibility of such alien shall be pre-
served as if the death had not occurred and the 
death of the qualifying relative shall be the 
functional equivalent of hardship for purposes 
of any waiver of inadmissibility which requires 
a showing of hardship.’’. 

(e) SURVIVING RELATIVE CONSIDERATION FOR 
CERTAIN PETITIONS AND APPLICATIONS.—Section 
204(l)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1154(l)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘who resided in the United 
States at the time of the death of the qualifying 
relative and who continues to reside in the 
United States’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘related applications,’’ and in-
serting ‘‘related applications (including affida-
vits of support),’’. 

(f) FAMILY-SPONSORED IMMIGRANTS.—Section 
212(a)(4)(C)(i) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(4)(C)(i)), as 
amended by section 2305(d)(6)(B)(iii), is further 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(III) the status as a surviving relative under 
204(l); or’’. 
SEC. 2314. DISCRETIONARY AUTHORITY WITH RE-

SPECT TO REMOVAL, DEPORTATION, 
OR INADMISSIBILITY OF CITIZEN 
AND RESIDENT IMMEDIATE FAMILY 
MEMBERS. 

(a) APPLICATIONS FOR RELIEF FROM RE-
MOVAL.—Section 240(c)(4) (8 U.S.C. 1229a(c)(4)) 
is amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(D) JUDICIAL DISCRETION.—In the case of an 
alien subject to removal, deportation, or inad-
missibility, the immigration judge may exercise 
discretion to decline to order the alien remov-
able, deportable, or inadmissible from the United 
States and terminate proceedings if the judge 
determines that such removal, deportation, or 
inadmissibility is against the public interest or 
would result in hardship to the alien’s United 
States citizen or lawful permanent resident par-
ent, spouse, or child, or the judge determines the 
alien is prima facie eligible for naturalization 
except that this subparagraph shall not apply to 
an alien whom the judge determines— 

‘‘(i) is inadmissible or deportable under— 
‘‘(I) subparagraph (B), (C), (D)(ii), (E), (H), 

(I), or (J) of section 212(a)(2); 
‘‘(II) section 212(a)(3); 
‘‘(III) subparagraph (A), (C), or (D) of section 

212(a)(10); or 
‘‘(IV) paragraph (2)(A)(ii), (2)(A)(v), (2)(F), 

(4), or (6) of section 237(a); or 
‘‘(ii) has— 
‘‘(I) engaged in conduct described in para-

graph (8) or (9) of section 103 of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102); 
or 

‘‘(II) a felony conviction described in section 
101(a)(43) that would have been classified as an 
aggravated felony at the time of conviction.’’. 

(b) SECRETARY’S DISCRETION.—Section 212 (8 
U.S.C. 1182), as amended by section 2313(d), is 
further amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(w) SECRETARY’S DISCRETION.—In the case of 
an alien who is inadmissible under this section 
or deportable under section 237, the Secretary of 

Homeland Security may exercise discretion to 
waive a ground of inadmissibility or deport-
ability if the Secretary determines that such re-
moval or refusal of admission is against the pub-
lic interest or would result in hardship to the 
alien’s United States citizen or permanent resi-
dent parent, spouse, or child. This subsection 
shall not apply to an alien whom the Secretary 
determines— 

‘‘(1) is inadmissible or deportable under— 
‘‘(A) subparagraph (B), (C), (D)(ii), (E), (H), 

(I), or (J) of subsection (a)(2); 
‘‘(B) subsection (a)(3); 
‘‘(C) subparagraph (A), (C), or (D) of sub-

section (a)(10); 
‘‘(D) paragraphs (2)(A)(ii), (2)(A)(v), (2)(F), or 

(6) of section 237(a); or 
‘‘(E) section 240(c)(4)(D)(ii)(II); or 
‘‘(2) has— 
‘‘(A) engaged in conduct described in para-

graph (8) or (9) of section 103 of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102); 
or 

‘‘(B) a felony conviction described in section 
101(a)(43) that would have been classified as an 
aggravated felony at the time of conviction.’’. 

(c) REINSTATEMENT OF REMOVAL ORDERS.— 
Section 241(a)(5) (8 U.S.C. 1231(a)(5)) is amend-
ed by striking the period at the end and insert-
ing ‘‘, unless the alien reentered prior to attain-
ing the age of 18 years, or reinstatement of the 
prior order of removal would not be in the pub-
lic interest or would result in hardship to the 
alien’s United States citizen or permanent resi-
dent parent, spouse, or child.’’. 
SEC. 2315. WAIVERS OF INADMISSIBILITY. 

(a) ALIENS WHO ENTERED AS CHILDREN.—Sec-
tion 212(a)(9)(B)(iii) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(9)(B)(iii)) 
is amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(VI) ALIENS WHO ENTERED AS CHILDREN.— 
Clause (i) shall not apply to an alien who is the 
beneficiary of an approved petition under 
101(a)(15)(H) and who has earned a bacca-
laureate or higher degree from a United States 
institution of higher education (as defined in 
section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a)), and had not yet 
reached the age of 16 years at the time of initial 
entry to the United States.’’. 

(b) ALIENS UNLAWFULLY PRESENT.—Section 
212(a)(9)(B)(v) (8 U.S.C. 1181(a)(9)(B)(v) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘spouse or son or daughter’’ 
and inserting ‘‘spouse, son, daughter, or par-
ent’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘extreme’’; and 
(3) by inserting ‘‘, child,’’ after ‘‘lawfully resi-

dent spouse’’. 
(c) PREVIOUS IMMIGRATION VIOLATIONS.—Sec-

tion 212(a)(9)(C)(i) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(9)(C)(i)) is 
amended by adding ‘‘, other than an alien de-
scribed in clause (iii) or (iv) of subparagraph 
(B),’’ after ‘‘Any alien’’. 

(d) FALSE CLAIMS.— 
(1) INADMISSIBILITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 212(a)(6)(C) (8 

U.S.C. 1182(a)(6)(C)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(C) MISREPRESENTATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Any alien who, by fraud or 

willfully misrepresenting a material fact, seeks 
to procure (or within the last 3 years has sought 
to procure or has procured) a visa, other docu-
mentation, or admission into the United States 
or other benefit provided under this Act is inad-
missible. 

‘‘(ii) FALSELY CLAIMING CITIZENSHIP.— 
‘‘(I) INADMISSIBILITY.—Subject to subclause 

(II), any alien who knowingly misrepresents 
himself or herself to be a citizen of the United 
States for any purpose or benefit under this 
chapter (including section 274A) or any other 
Federal or State law is inadmissible. 

‘‘(II) SPECIAL RULE FOR CHILDREN.—An alien 
shall not be inadmissible under this clause if the 
misrepresentation described in subclause (I) was 
made by the alien when the alien— 

‘‘(aa) was under 18 years of age; or 
‘‘(bb) otherwise lacked the mental competence 

to knowingly misrepresent a claim of United 
States citizenship. 

‘‘(iii) WAIVER.—The Attorney General or the 
Secretary of Homeland Security may, in the dis-
cretion of the Attorney General or the Secretary, 
waive the application of clause (i) or (ii)(I) for 
an alien, regardless whether the alien is within 
or outside the United States, if the Attorney 
General or the Secretary finds that a determina-
tion of inadmissibility to the United States for 
such alien would— 

‘‘(I) result in extreme hardship to the alien or 
to the alien’s parent, spouse, son, or daughter 
who is a citizen of the United States or an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence; or 

‘‘(II) in the case of a VAWA self-petitioner, 
result in significant hardship to the alien or a 
parent or child of the alien who is a citizen of 
the United States, an alien lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence, or a qualified alien (as 
defined in section 431 of the Personal Responsi-
bility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act 
of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1641(b))). 

‘‘(iv) LIMITATION ON REVIEW.—No court shall 
have jurisdiction to review a decision or action 
of the Attorney General or the Secretary regard-
ing a waiver under clause (iii).’’. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 212 (8 
U.S.C. 1182) is amended by striking subsection 
(i). 

(2) DEPORTABILITY.—Section 237(a)(3)(D) (8 
U.S.C. 1227(a)(3)(D)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(D) FALSELY CLAIMING CITIZENSHIP.—Any 
alien described in section 212(a)(6)(C)(ii) is de-
portable.’’. 
SEC. 2316. CONTINUOUS PRESENCE. 

Section 240A(d)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1229b(d)(1)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) TERMINATION OF CONTINUOUS PERIOD.— 
For purposes of this section, any period of con-
tinuous residence or continuous physical pres-
ence in the United States shall be deemed to 
end, except in the case of an alien who applies 
for cancellation of removal under subsection 
(b)(2), on the date that a notice to appear is 
filed with the Executive Office for Immigration 
Review pursuant to section 240.’’. 
SEC. 2317. GLOBAL HEALTH CARE COOPERATION. 

(a) TEMPORARY ABSENCE OF ALIENS PRO-
VIDING HEALTH CARE IN DEVELOPING COUN-
TRIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Title III (8 U.S.C. 1401 et 
seq.) is amended by inserting after section 317 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 317A. TEMPORARY ABSENCE OF ALIENS 

PROVIDING HEALTH CARE IN DEVEL-
OPING COUNTRIES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall allow an eligible alien and the 
spouse or child of such alien to reside in a can-
didate country during the period that the eligi-
ble alien is working as a physician or other 
health care worker in a candidate country. Dur-
ing such period the eligible alien and such 
spouse or child shall be considered— 

‘‘(1) to be physically present and residing in 
the United States for purposes of naturalization 
under section 316(a); and 

‘‘(2) to meet the continuous residency require-
ments under section 316(b). 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) CANDIDATE COUNTRY.—The term ‘can-

didate country’ means a country that the Sec-
retary of State determines to be— 

‘‘(A) eligible for assistance from the Inter-
national Development Association, in which the 
per capita income of the country is equal to or 
less than the historical ceiling of the Inter-
national Development Association for the appli-
cable fiscal year, as defined by the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment; 

‘‘(B) classified as a lower middle income coun-
try in the then most recent edition of the World 
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Development Report for Reconstruction and De-
velopment published by the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development and having 
an income greater than the historical ceiling for 
International Development Association eligi-
bility for the applicable fiscal year; or 

‘‘(C) qualified to be a candidate country due 
to special circumstances, including natural dis-
asters or public health emergencies. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE ALIEN.—The term ‘eligible alien’ 
means an alien who— 

‘‘(A) has been lawfully admitted to the United 
States for permanent residence; and 

‘‘(B) is a physician or other healthcare work-
er. 

‘‘(c) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall consult with the Secretary of 
State in carrying out this section. 

‘‘(d) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary of State 
shall publish— 

‘‘(1) not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of the Border Security, Economic 
Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization 
Act, a list of candidate countries; 

‘‘(2) an updated version of the list required by 
paragraph (1) not less often than once each 
year; and 

‘‘(3) an amendment to the list required by 
paragraph (1) at the time any country qualifies 
as a candidate country due to special cir-
cumstances under subsection (b)(1)(C).’’. 

(2) RULEMAKING.— 
(A) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall promulgate regulations to carry 
out the amendments made by this subsection. 

(B) CONTENT.—The regulations promulgated 
pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall— 

(i) permit an eligible alien (as defined in sec-
tion 317A of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as added by subsection (a)) and the spouse 
or child of the eligible alien to reside in a for-
eign country to work as a physician or other 
healthcare worker as described in subsection (a) 
of such section 317A for not less than a 12- 
month period and not more than a 24-month pe-
riod, and shall permit the Secretary to extend 
such period for an additional period not to ex-
ceed 12 months, if the Secretary determines that 
such country has a continuing need for such a 
physician or other healthcare worker; 

(ii) provide for the issuance of documents by 
the Secretary to such eligible alien, and such 
spouse or child, if appropriate, to demonstrate 
that such eligible alien, and such spouse or 
child, if appropriate, is authorized to reside in 
such country under such section 317A; and 

(iii) provide for an expedited process through 
which the Secretary shall review applications 
for such an eligible alien to reside in a foreign 
country pursuant to subsection (a) of such sec-
tion 317A if the Secretary of State determines a 
country is a candidate country pursuant to sub-
section (b)(1)(C) of such section 317A. 

(3) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.— 

(A) DEFINITION.—Section 101(a)(13)(C)(ii) (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(13)(C)(ii)) is amended by adding 
‘‘except in the case of an eligible alien, or the 
spouse or child of such alien, who is authorized 
to be absent from the United States under sec-
tion 317A,’’ at the end. 

(B) DOCUMENTARY REQUIREMENTS.—Section 
211(b) (8 U.S.C. 1181(b)) is amended by inserting 
‘‘, including an eligible alien authorized to re-
side in a foreign country under section 317A and 
the spouse or child of such eligible alien, if ap-
propriate,’’ after ‘‘101(a)(27)(A),’’. 

(C) INELIGIBLE ALIENS.—Section 
212(a)(7)(A)(i)(I) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(7)(A)(i)(I)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘other than an eligible 
alien authorized to reside in a foreign country 
under section 317A and the spouse or child of 
such eligible alien, if appropriate,’’ after 
‘‘Act,’’. 

(4) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents of such Act is amended by inserting after 
the item relating to section 317 the following: 

‘‘Sec. 317A. Temporary absence of aliens pro-
viding health care in developing 
countries.’’. 

(b) ATTESTATION BY HEALTH CARE WORK-
ERS.— 

(1) ATTESTATION REQUIREMENT.—Section 
212(a)(5) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(5)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(E) HEALTH CARE WORKERS WITH OTHER OB-
LIGATIONS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An alien who seeks to enter 
the United States for the purpose of performing 
labor as a physician or other health care worker 
is inadmissible unless the alien submits to the 
Secretary of Homeland Security or the Secretary 
of State, as appropriate, an attestation that the 
alien is not seeking to enter the United States 
for such purpose during any period in which the 
alien has an outstanding obligation to the gov-
ernment of the alien’s country of origin or the 
alien’s country of residence. 

‘‘(ii) OBLIGATION DEFINED.—In this subpara-
graph, the term ‘obligation’ means an obligation 
incurred as part of a valid, voluntary individual 
agreement in which the alien received financial 
assistance to defray the costs of education or 
training to qualify as a physician or other 
health care worker in consideration for a com-
mitment to work as a physician or other health 
care worker in the alien’s country of origin or 
the alien’s country of residence. 

‘‘(iii) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security may waive a finding of inadmissibility 
under clause (i) if the Secretary determines 
that— 

‘‘(I) the obligation was incurred by coercion 
or other improper means; 

‘‘(II) the alien and the government of the 
country to which the alien has an outstanding 
obligation have reached a valid, voluntary 
agreement, pursuant to which the alien’s obliga-
tion has been deemed satisfied, or the alien has 
shown to the satisfaction of the Secretary that 
the alien has been unable to reach such an 
agreement because of coercion or other improper 
means; or 

‘‘(III) the obligation should not be enforced 
due to other extraordinary circumstances, in-
cluding undue hardship that would be suffered 
by the alien in the absence of a waiver.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by paragraph (1) shall take effect on the date 
that is 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

(3) APPLICATION.—Not later than the effective 
date described in paragraph (2), the Secretary 
shall begin to carry out subparagraph (E) of 
section 212(a)(5) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by paragraph (1), including 
the requirement for the attestation and the 
granting of a waiver described in clause (iii) of 
such subparagraph (E), regardless of whether 
regulations to implement such subparagraph 
have been promulgated. 
SEC. 2318. EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT OF 

THE IRAQI SPECIAL IMMIGRANT 
VISA PROGRAM. 

The Refugee Crisis in Iraq Act of 2007 (8 
U.S.C. 1157 note) is amended— 

(1) in section 1242, by amending subsection (c) 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) IMPROVED APPLICATION PROCESS.—Not 
later than 120 days after the date of the enact-
ment of the Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization Act, the 
Secretary of State and the Secretary of Home-
land Security, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall improve the efficiency 
by which applications for special immigrant 
visas under section 1244(a) are processed so that 
all steps incidental to the issuance of such visas, 
including required screenings and background 
checks, are completed not later than 9 months 
after the date on which an eligible alien applies 
for such visa.’’; 

(2) in section 1244— 
(A) in subsection (b)— 

(i) in paragraph (1)— 
(I) by amending subparagraph (B) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(B) was or is employed in Iraq on or after 

March 20, 2003, for not less than 1 year, by, or 
on behalf of— 

‘‘(i) the United States Government; 
‘‘(ii) a media or nongovernmental organiza-

tion headquartered in the United States; or 
‘‘(iii) an organization or entity closely associ-

ated with the United States mission in Iraq that 
has received United States Government funding 
through an official and documented contract, 
award, grant, or cooperative agreement;’’; 

(II) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘the 
United States Government’’ and inserting ‘‘an 
entity or organization described in subpara-
graph (B)’’; and 

(III) in subparagraph (D), by striking by 
striking ‘‘the United States Government.’’ and 
inserting ‘‘such entity or organization.’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (4)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘A recommendation’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 

subparagraph (B), a recommendation’’; 
(II) by striking ‘‘the United States Govern-

ment prior’’ and inserting ‘‘an entity or organi-
zation described in paragraph (1)(B) prior’’; and 

(III) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) REVIEW PROCESS FOR DENIAL BY CHIEF OF 

MISSION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An applicant who has been 

denied Chief of Mission approval required by 
subparagraph (A) shall— 

‘‘(I) receive a written decision; and 
‘‘(II) be provided 120 days from the date of the 

decision to request reopening of the decision to 
provide additional information, clarify existing 
information, or explain any unfavorable infor-
mation. 

‘‘(ii) SENIOR COORDINATOR.—The Secretary of 
State shall designate, in the Embassy of the 
United States in Baghdad, Iraq, a senior coordi-
nator responsible for overseeing the efficiency 
and integrity of the processing of special immi-
grant visas under this section, who shall be 
given— 

‘‘(I) sufficiently high security clearance to re-
view Chief of Mission denials in cases that ap-
pear to have relied upon insufficient or incor-
rect information; and 

‘‘(II) responsibility for ensuring that an appli-
cant described in clause (i) receives the informa-
tion described in clause (i)(I).’’; and 

(B) in subsection (c)(3), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(C) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEARS.—Notwith-
standing subparagraphs (A) and (B), and con-
sistent with subsection (b), any unused balance 
of the total number of principal aliens who may 
be provided special immigrant status under this 
section in fiscal years 2008 through 2012 may be 
carried forward and provided through the end 
of fiscal year 2018.’’; and 

(3) in section 1248, by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(f) REPORT ON IMPROVEMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of the enactment of the Border Se-
curity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act, the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall 
submit a report, with a classified annex, if nec-
essary, to— 

‘‘(A) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

‘‘(C) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives; and 

‘‘(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under 
paragraph (1) shall describe the implementation 
of improvements to the processing of applica-
tions for special immigrant visas under section 
1244(a), including information relating to— 
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‘‘(A) enhancing existing systems for con-

ducting background and security checks of per-
sons applying for special immigrant status, 
which shall— 

‘‘(i) support immigration security; and 
‘‘(ii) provide for the orderly processing of such 

applications without delay; 
‘‘(B) the financial, security, and personnel 

considerations and resources necessary to carry 
out this subtitle; 

‘‘(C) the number of aliens who have applied 
for special immigrant visas under section 1244 
during each month of the preceding fiscal year; 

‘‘(D) the reasons for the failure to expedi-
tiously process any applications that have been 
pending for longer than 9 months; 

‘‘(E) the total number of applications that are 
pending due to the failure— 

‘‘(i) to receive approval from the Chief of Mis-
sion; 

‘‘(ii) for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services to complete the adjudication of the 
Form I–360; 

‘‘(iii) to conduct a visa interview; or 
‘‘(iv) to issue the visa to an eligible alien; 
‘‘(F) the average wait times for an applicant 

at each of the stages described in subparagraph 
(E); 

‘‘(G) the number of denials or rejections at 
each of the stages described in subparagraph 
(E); and 

‘‘(H) a breakdown of reasons for denials at by 
the Chief of Mission based on the categories al-
ready made available to denied special immi-
grant visa applicants in the denial letter sent to 
them by the Chief of Mission. 

‘‘(g) PUBLIC QUARTERLY REPORTS.—Not later 
than 120 days after the date of the enactment of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act, and every 
3 months thereafter, the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall 
publish a report on the website of the Depart-
ment of State that describes the efficiency im-
provements made in the process by which appli-
cations for special immigrant visas under section 
1244(a) are processed, including information de-
scribed in subparagraphs (C) through (H) of 
subsection (f)(2).’’. 
SEC. 2319. EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT OF 

THE AFGHAN SPECIAL IMMIGRANT 
VISA PROGRAM. 

Section 602(b) of the Afghan Allies Protection 
Act of 2009 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) by amending clause (ii) to read as follows: 
‘‘(ii) was or is employed in Afghanistan on or 

after October 7, 2001, for not less than 1 year, 
by, or on behalf of— 

‘‘(I) the United States Government; 
‘‘(II) a media or nongovernmental organiza-

tion headquartered in the United States; or 
‘‘(III) an organization or entity closely associ-

ated with the United States mission in Afghani-
stan that has received United States Govern-
ment funding through an official and docu-
mented contract, award, grant, or cooperative 
agreement;’’; 

(ii) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘the United 
States Government’’ and inserting ‘‘an entity or 
organization described in clause (ii)’’; and 

(iii) in clause (iv), by striking by striking ‘‘the 
United States Government.’’ and inserting 
‘‘such entity or organization.’’; 

(B) by amending subparagraph (B) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(B) FAMILY MEMBERS.—An alien is described 
in this subparagraph if the alien is— 

‘‘(i) the spouse or minor child of a principal 
alien described in subparagraph (A) who is ac-
companying or following to join the principal 
alien in the United States; or 

‘‘(ii)(I) the spouse, child, parent, or sibling of 
a principal alien described in subparagraph (A), 
whether or not accompanying or following to 
join; and 

‘‘(II) has experienced or is experiencing an on-
going serious threat as a consequence of the 
qualifying employment of a principal alien de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (D)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘A recommendation’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 

clause (ii), a recommendation’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘the United States Government 

prior’’ and inserting ‘‘an entity or organization 
described in paragraph (2)(A)(ii) prior’’; and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) REVIEW PROCESS FOR DENIAL BY CHIEF OF 

MISSION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—An applicant who has been 

denied Chief of Mission approval shall— 
‘‘(aa) receive a written decision; and 
‘‘(bb) be provided 120 days from the date of re-

ceipt of such opinion to request reconsideration 
of the decision to provide additional informa-
tion, clarify existing information, or explain any 
unfavorable information. 

‘‘(II) SENIOR COORDINATOR.—The Secretary of 
State shall designate, in the Embassy of the 
United States in Kabul, Afghanistan, a senior 
coordinator responsible for overseeing the effi-
ciency and integrity of the processing of special 
immigrant visas under this section, who shall be 
given— 

‘‘(aa) sufficiently high security clearance to 
review Chief of Mission denials in cases that ap-
pear to have relied upon insufficient or incor-
rect information; and 

‘‘(bb) responsibility for ensuring that an ap-
plicant described in subclause (I) receives the 
information described in subclause (I)(aa).’’; 

(2) in paragraph (3)(C), by amending clause 
(iii) to read as follows: 

‘‘(iii) FISCAL YEARS 2014 THROUGH 2018.—For 
each of the fiscal years 2014 through 2018, the 
total number of principal aliens who may be 
provided special immigrant status under this 
section may not exceed the sum of— 

‘‘(I) 5,000; 
‘‘(II) the difference between the number of 

special immigrant visas allocated under this sec-
tion for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 and the 
number of such allocated visas that were issued; 
and 

‘‘(III) any unused balance of the total number 
of principal aliens who may be provided special 
immigrant status in fiscal years 2014 through 
2018 that have been carried forward.’’; 

(3) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘PROHIBITION 

ON FEES.—’’ and inserting ‘‘APPLICATION PROC-
ESS.—’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘The Secretary’’ and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of enactment of the Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act, the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall 
improve the efficiency by which applications for 
special immigrant visas under paragraph (1) are 
processed so that all steps incidental to the 
issuance of such visas, including required 
screenings and background checks, are com-
pleted not later than 6 months after the date on 
which an eligible alien applies for such visa. 

‘‘(B) PROHIBITION ON FEES.—The Secretary’’; 
and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(12) REPORT ON IMPROVEMENTS.—Not later 

than 120 days after the date of the enactment of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act, the Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Defense, shall submit to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress a report, with a classified 
annex, if necessary, that describes the imple-
mentation of improvements to the processing of 
applications for special immigrant visas under 
this subsection, including information relating 
to— 

‘‘(A) enhancing existing systems for con-
ducting background and security checks of per-
sons applying for special immigrant status, 
which shall— 

‘‘(i) support immigration security; and 
‘‘(ii) provide for the orderly processing of such 

applications without delay; 
‘‘(B) the financial, security, and personnel 

considerations and resources necessary to carry 
out this section; 

‘‘(C) the number of aliens who have applied 
for special immigrant visas under this subsection 
during each month of the preceding fiscal year; 

‘‘(D) the reasons for the failure to expedi-
tiously process any applications that have been 
pending for longer than 9 months; 

‘‘(E) the total number of applications that are 
pending due to the failure— 

‘‘(i) to receive approval from the Chief of Mis-
sion; 

‘‘(ii) for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services to complete the adjudication of the 
Form I–360; 

‘‘(iii) to conduct a visa interview; or 
‘‘(iv) to issue the visa to an eligible alien; 
‘‘(F) the average wait times for an applicant 

at each of the stages described in subparagraph 
(E); 

‘‘(G) the number of denials or rejections at 
each of the stages described in subparagraph 
(E); and 

‘‘(H) a breakdown of reasons for denials by 
the Chief of Mission based on the categories al-
ready made available to denied special immi-
grant visa applicants in the denial letter sent to 
them by the Chief of Mission. 

‘‘(13) PUBLIC QUARTERLY REPORTS.—Not later 
than 120 days after the date of the enactment of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act, and every 
3 months thereafter, the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, shall 
publish a report on the website of the Depart-
ment of State that describes the efficiency im-
provements made in the process by which appli-
cations for special immigrant visas under this 
subsection are processed, including information 
described in subparagraph (C) through (H) of 
paragraph (12).’’. 
SEC. 2320. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT NONMINISTER 

RELIGIOUS WORKER PROGRAM. 
Section 101(a)(27)(C)(ii) (8 U.S.C. 1101 

(a)(27)(C)(ii)) is amended in subclauses (II) and 
(III) by striking ‘‘before September 30, 2015,’’ 
both places such term appears. 
SEC. 2321. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT STATUS FOR CER-

TAIN SURVIVING SPOUSES AND 
CHILDREN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(27) (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(27)) is amended in subparagraph (D)— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(i)’’ before ‘‘an immigrant 
who is an employee’’; 

(2) by inserting ‘‘or’’ after ‘‘grant such sta-
tus;’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (i), as designated 
by paragraph (1), the following: 

‘‘(ii) an immigrant who is the surviving spouse 
or child of an employee of the United States 
Government abroad killed in the line of duty, 
provided that the employee had performed faith-
ful service for a total of 15 years, or more, and 
that the principal officer of a Foreign Service 
establishment (or, in the case of the American 
Institute of Taiwan, the Director thereof) in his 
or her discretion, recommends the granting of 
special immigrant status to the spouse or child 
and the Secretary of State approves such rec-
ommendation and finds that it is in the national 
interest to grant such status;’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by subsection (a) take effect beginning on Janu-
ary 31, 2013, and shall have retroactive effect. 
SEC. 2322. REUNIFICATION OF CERTAIN FAMILIES 

OF FILIPINO VETERANS OF WORLD 
WAR II. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited 
as the ‘‘Filipino Veterans Family Reunification 
Act’’. 
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(b) EXEMPTION FROM IMMIGRANT VISA 

LIMIT.—Section 201(b)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(1)), 
as amended by sections 2103(c), 2212(d), and 
2307(b), is further amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(O) Aliens who— 
‘‘(i) are the sons or daughters of a citizen of 

the United States; and 
‘‘(ii) have a parent (regardless of whether the 

parent is living or dead) who was naturalized 
pursuant to— 

‘‘(I) section 405 of the Immigration Act of 1990 
(Public Law 101–649; 8 U.S.C. 1440 note); or 

‘‘(II) title III of the Act of October 14, 1940 (54 
Stat. 1137, chapter 876), as added by section 1001 
of the Second War Powers Act, 1942 (56 Stat. 
182, chapter 199).’’. 

Subtitle D—Conrad State 30 and Physician 
Access 

SEC. 2401. CONRAD STATE 30 PROGRAM. 
Section 220(c) of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Technical Corrections Act of 1994 (Public 
Law 103–416; 8 U.S.C. 1182 note) is amended by 
striking ‘‘and before September 30, 2015’’. 
SEC. 2402. RETAINING PHYSICIANS WHO HAVE 

PRACTICED IN MEDICALLY UNDER-
SERVED COMMUNITIES. 

Section 201(b)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1151(b)(1)), as 
amended by sections 2103(c), 2212(d)(2), 2307(b), 
and 2323(b) is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(P)(i) Alien physicians who have completed 
service requirements of a waiver requested under 
section 203(b)(2)(B)(ii), including alien physi-
cians who completed such service before the 
date of the enactment of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act and any spouses or children of 
such alien physicians. 

‘‘(ii) Nothing in this subparagraph may be 
construed— 

‘‘(I) to prevent the filing of a petition with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security for classifica-
tion under section 204(a) or the filing of an ap-
plication for adjustment of status under section 
245 by an alien physician described in this sub-
paragraph prior to the date by which such alien 
physician has completed the service described in 
section 214(l) or worked full-time as a physician 
for an aggregate of 5 years at the location iden-
tified in the section 214(l) waiver or in an area 
or areas designated by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services as having a shortage of 
health care professionals; or 

‘‘(II) to permit the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity to grant such a petition or application 
until the alien has satisfied all the requirements 
of the waiver received under section 214(l).’’. 
SEC. 2403. EMPLOYMENT PROTECTIONS FOR PHY-

SICIANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 214(l)(1)(C) (8 U.S.C. 

1184(l)(1)(C)) is amended by striking clauses (i) 
and (ii) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(i) the alien demonstrates a bona fide offer of 
full-time employment, at a health care organiza-
tion, which employment has been determined by 
the Secretary of Homeland Security to be in the 
public interest; and 

‘‘(ii) the alien agrees to begin employment 
with the health facility or health care organiza-
tion in a geographic area or areas which are 
designated by the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services as having a shortage of health 
care professionals by the later of the date that 
is 90 days after receiving such waiver, 90 days 
after completing graduate medical education or 
training under a program approved pursuant to 
section 212(j)(1), or 90 days after receiving non-
immigrant status or employment authorization, 
provided that the alien or the alien’s employer 
petitions for such nonimmigrant status or em-
ployment authorization within 90 days of com-
pleting graduate medical education or training 
and agrees to continue to work for a total of not 
less than 3 years in any status authorized for 
such employment under this subsection, unless— 

‘‘(I) the Secretary determines that extenuating 
circumstances exist that justify a lesser period of 

employment at such facility or organization, in 
which case the alien shall demonstrate another 
bona fide offer of employment at a health facil-
ity or health care organization, for the remain-
der of such 3-year period; 

‘‘(II) the interested agency that requested the 
waiver attests that extenuating circumstances 
exist that justify a lesser period of employment 
at such facility or organization in which case 
the alien shall demonstrate another bona fide 
offer of employment at a health facility or 
health care organization so designated by the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, for the 
remainder of such 3-year period; or 

‘‘(III) if the alien elects not to pursue a deter-
mination of extenuating circumstances pursuant 
to subclause (I) or (II), the alien terminates the 
alien’s employment relationship with such facil-
ity or organization, in which case the alien 
shall be employed for the remainder of such 3- 
year period, and 1 additional year for each ter-
mination, at another health facility or health 
care organization in a geographic area or areas 
which are designated by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services as having a shortage of 
health care professionals; and’’. 

(b) PHYSICIAN EMPLOYMENT IN UNDERSERVED 
AREAS.—Section 214(l)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1184(l)(1)), as 
amended by subsection (a), is further amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(E) If a physician pursuing graduate medical 
education or training pursuant to section 
101(a)(15)(J) applies for a Conrad J–1 waiver 
with an interested State department of health 
and the application is denied because the State 
has requested the maximum number of waivers 
permitted for that fiscal year, the physician’s 
nonimmigrant status shall be automatically ex-
tended for 6 months if the physician agrees to 
seek a waiver under this subsection (except for 
subparagraph (D)(ii)) to work for an employer 
in a State that has not yet requested the max-
imum number of waivers. The physician shall be 
authorized to work only for such employer from 
the date on which a new waiver application is 
filed with the State until the date on which the 
Secretary of Homeland Security denies such 
waiver or issues work authorization for such 
employment pursuant to the approval of such 
waiver.’’. 

(c) GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION OR TRAIN-
ING.—Section 214(h)(1), as amended by section 
4401(b) of this Act, is further amended by insert-
ing ‘‘(J) (if entering the United States for grad-
uate medical education or training),’’ after 
‘‘(H)(i)(c),’’. 

(d) CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.—Section 214(l) 
(8 U.S.C. 1184(l)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(4) An alien granted a waiver under para-
graph (1)(C) shall enter into an employment 
agreement with the contracting health facility 
or health care organization that— 

‘‘(A) specifies the maximum number of on-call 
hours per week (which may be a monthly aver-
age) that the alien will be expected to be avail-
able and the compensation the alien will receive 
for on-call time; 

‘‘(B) specifies whether the contracting facility 
or organization will pay for the alien’s mal-
practice insurance premiums, including whether 
the employer will provide malpractice insurance 
and, if so, the amount of such insurance that 
will be provided; 

‘‘(C) describes all of the work locations that 
the alien will work and a statement that the 
contracting facility or organization will not add 
additional work locations without the approval 
of the Federal agency or State agency that re-
quested the waiver; and 

‘‘(D) does not include a non-compete provi-
sion. 

‘‘(5) An alien granted a waiver under para-
graph (1)(C) whose employment relationship 
with a health facility or health care organiza-
tion terminates during the 3-year service period 
required by such paragraph— 

‘‘(A) shall have a period of 120 days beginning 
on the date of such termination of employment 

to submit to the Secretary of Homeland Security 
applications or petitions to commence employ-
ment with another contracting health facility or 
health care organization in a geographic area or 
areas which are designated by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services as having a short-
age of health care professionals; 

‘‘(B) shall be considered to be maintaining 
lawful status in an authorized stay during the 
120-day period referred to in subsection (A); and 

‘‘(C) shall not be considered to be fulfilling 
the 3-year term of service during the 120-day pe-
riod referred to in subparagraph (A).’’. 
SEC. 2404. ALLOTMENT OF CONRAD 30 WAIVERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 214(l) (8 U.S.C. 
1184(l)), as amended by section 2403, is further 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(6)(A)(i) All States shall be allotted a total of 
35 waivers under paragraph (1)(B) for a fiscal 
year if 90 percent of the waivers available to the 
States receiving at least 5 waivers were used in 
the previous fiscal year. 

‘‘(ii) When an allocation has occurred under 
clause (i), all States shall be allotted an addi-
tional 5 waivers under paragraph (1)(B) for 
each subsequent fiscal year if 90 percent of the 
waivers available to the States receiving at least 
5 waivers were used in the previous fiscal year. 
If the States are allotted 45 or more waivers for 
a fiscal year, the States will only receive an ad-
ditional increase of 5 waivers the following fis-
cal year if 95 percent of the waivers available to 
the States receiving at least 1 waiver were used 
in the previous fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) Any increase in allotments under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be maintained indefinitely, 
unless in a fiscal year, the total number of such 
waivers granted is 5 percent lower than in the 
last year in which there was an increase in the 
number of waivers allotted pursuant to this 
paragraph, in which case— 

‘‘(i) the number of waivers allotted shall be 
decreased by 5 for all States beginning in the 
next fiscal year; and 

‘‘(ii) each additional 5 percent decrease in 
such waivers granted from the last year in 
which there was an increase in the allotment, 
shall result in an additional decrease of 5 waiv-
ers allotted for all States, provided that the 
number of waivers allotted for all States shall 
not drop below 30.’’. 

(b) ACADEMIC MEDICAL CENTERS.—Section 
214(l)(1)(D) (8 U.S.C. 1184(l)(1)(D)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(2) in clause (iii), by striking the period at the 

end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) in the case of a request by an interested 

State agency— 
‘‘(I) the head of such agency determines that 

the alien is to practice medicine in, or be on the 
faculty of a residency program at, an academic 
medical center (as that term is defined in section 
411.355(e)(2) of title 42, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or similar successor regulation), without 
regard to whether such facility is located within 
an area designated by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services as having a shortage of 
health care professionals; and 

‘‘(II) the head of such agency determines 
that— 

‘‘(aa) the alien physician’s work is in the pub-
lic interest; and 

‘‘(bb) the grant of such waiver would not 
cause the number of the waivers granted on be-
half of aliens for such State for a fiscal year 
(within the limitation in subparagraph (B) and 
subject to paragraph (6)) in accordance with the 
conditions of this clause to exceed 3.’’. 
SEC. 2405. AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURES, 

DEFINITIONS, AND OTHER PROVI-
SIONS RELATED TO PHYSICIAN IMMI-
GRATION. 

(a) ALLOWABLE VISA STATUS FOR PHYSICIANS 
FULFILLING WAIVER REQUIREMENTS IN MEDI-
CALLY UNDERSERVED AREAS.—Section 
214(l)(2)(A) (8 U.S.C. 1184(l)(2)(A)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘an alien described in section 
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101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b).’’ and inserting ‘‘any status 
authorized for employment under this Act.’’. 

(b) SHORT TERM WORK AUTHORIZATION FOR 
PHYSICIANS COMPLETING THEIR RESIDENCIES.—A 
physician completing graduate medical edu-
cation or training as described in section 212(j) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1182(j)) as a nonimmigrant described in 
section 101(a)(15)(H)(i) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(H)(i)) shall have such nonimmigrant 
status automatically extended until October 1 of 
the fiscal year for which a petition for a con-
tinuation of such nonimmigrant status has been 
submitted in a timely manner and where the em-
ployment start date for the beneficiary of such 
petition is October 1 of that fiscal year. Such 
physician shall be authorized to be employed in-
cident to status during the period between the 
filing of such petition and October 1 of such fis-
cal year. However, the physician’s status and 
employment authorization shall terminate 30 
days from the date such petition is rejected, de-
nied, or revoked. A physician’s status and em-
ployment authorization will automatically ex-
tend to October 1 of the next fiscal year if all 
visas as described in such section 
101(a)(15)(H)(i) authorized to be issued for the 
fiscal year have been issued. 

(c) APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 212(e) TO 
SPOUSES AND CHILDREN OF J–1 EXCHANGE VISI-
TORS.—A spouse or child of an exchange visitor 
described in section 101(a)(15)(J) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(J)) shall not be subject to the re-
quirements of section 212(e) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(e)). 

Subtitle E—Integration 

SEC. 2501. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 

(1) CHIEF.—The term ‘‘Chief’’ means the Chief 
of the Office. 

(2) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’’ 
means the United States Citizenship Foundation 
established pursuant to section 2531. 

(3) IEACA GRANTS.—The term ‘‘IEACA 
grants’’ means Initial Entry, Adjustment, and 
Citizenship Assistance grants authorized under 
section 2537. 

(4) IMMIGRANT INTEGRATION.—The term ‘‘im-
migrant integration’’ means the process by 
which immigrants— 

(A) join the mainstream of civic life by engag-
ing and sharing ownership in their local com-
munity, the United States, and the principles of 
the Constitution; 

(B) attain financial self-sufficiency and up-
ward economic mobility for themselves and their 
family members; and 

(C) acquire English language skills and re-
lated cultural knowledge necessary to effectively 
participate in their community. 

(5) LINGUISTIC INTEGRATION.—The term ‘‘lin-
guistic integration’’ means the acquisition, by 
limited English proficient individuals, of 
English language skills and related cultural 
knowledge necessary to meaningfully and effec-
tively fulfill their roles as community members, 
family members, and workers. 

(6) OFFICE.—The term ‘‘Office’’ means the Of-
fice of Citizenship and New Americans estab-
lished in U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices under section 2511. 

(7) RECEIVING COMMUNITIES.—The term ‘‘re-
ceiving communities’’ means the long-term resi-
dents of the communities in which immigrants 
settle. 

(8) TASK FORCE.—The term ‘‘Task Force’’ 
means the Task Force on New Americans estab-
lished pursuant to section 2521. 

(9) USCF COUNCIL.—The term ‘‘USCF Coun-
cil’’ means the Council of Directors of the Foun-
dation. 

CHAPTER 1—CITIZENSHIP AND NEW 
AMERICANS 

Subchapter A—Office of Citizenship and New 
Americans 

SEC. 2511. OFFICE OF CITIZENSHIP AND NEW 
AMERICANS. 

(a) RENAMING OFFICE OF CITIZENSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Office of Citizenship 
in U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
shall be referred to as the ‘‘Office of Citizenship 
and New Americans’’. 

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, reg-
ulation, document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the Office of Citizenship in 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services shall 
be deemed to be a reference to the Office of Citi-
zenship and New Americans. 

(3) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 451 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 271) is amended— 

(A) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘BU-
REAU OF’’ and inserting ‘‘U.S.’’; 

(B) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘the ‘Bu-
reau of’’ and inserting ‘‘ ‘U.S.’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘the Bureau of’’ each place 
such terms appears and inserting ‘‘U.S.’’; and 

(D) in subsection (f)— 
(i) by amending the subsection heading to 

read as follows: ‘‘OFFICE OF CITIZENSHIP AND 
NEW AMERICANS’’; and 

(ii) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) CHIEF.—The Office of Citizenship and 
New Americans shall be within U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services and shall be headed 
by the Chief of the Office of Citizenship and 
New Americans.’’. 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—Section 451(f) of such Act (6 
U.S.C. 271(f)), as amended by subsection 
(a)(3)(D), is further amended by striking para-
graph (2) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) FUNCTIONS.—The Chief of the Office of 
Citizenship and New Americans shall— 

‘‘(A) promote institutions and provide training 
on citizenship responsibilities for aliens inter-
ested in becoming naturalized citizens of the 
United States, including the development of 
educational materials for such aliens; 

‘‘(B) provide general leadership, consultation, 
and coordination of the immigrant integration 
programs across the Federal Government and 
with State and local entities; 

‘‘(C) in coordination with the Task Force on 
New Americans established under section 2521 of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act— 

‘‘(i) advise the Director of U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, and the Domestic Policy 
Council, on— 

‘‘(I) the challenges and opportunities relating 
to the linguistic, economic, and civic integration 
of immigrants and their young children and 
progress in meeting integration goals and indi-
cators; and 

‘‘(II) immigrant integration considerations re-
lating to Federal budgets; 

‘‘(ii) establish national goals for introducing 
new immigrants into the United States and 
measure the degree to which such goals are met; 

‘‘(iii) evaluate the scale, quality, and effec-
tiveness of Federal Government efforts in immi-
grant integration and provide advice on appro-
priate actions; and 

‘‘(iv) identify the integration implications of 
new or proposed immigration policies and pro-
vide recommendations for addressing such impli-
cations; 

‘‘(D) serve as a liaison and intermediary with 
State and local governments and other entities 
to assist in establishing local goals, task forces, 
and councils to assist in— 

‘‘(i) introducing immigrants into the United 
States; and 

‘‘(ii) promoting citizenship education and 
awareness among aliens interested in becoming 
naturalized citizens of the United States; 

‘‘(E) coordinate with other Federal agencies to 
provide information to State and local govern-
ments on the demand for existing Federal and 
State English education programs and best prac-
tices for immigrants who recently arrived in the 
United States; 

‘‘(F) assist States in coordinating the activi-
ties of the grant programs authorized under sec-
tions 2537 and 2538 of the Border Security, Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act; 

‘‘(G) submit a biennial report to the appro-
priate congressional committees that describes 
the activities of the Office of Citizenship and 
New Americans; and 

‘‘(H) carry out such other functions and ac-
tivities as Secretary may assign.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by subsections (a) and (b) shall take effect on 
the date that is 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

Subchapter B—Task Force on New Americans 
SEC. 2521. ESTABLISHMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a Task Force on New Americans. 

(b) FULLY FUNCTIONAL.—The Task Force shall 
be fully functional not later than 18 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 2522. PURPOSE. 

The purposes of the Task Force are— 
(1) to establish a coordinated Federal program 

and policy response to immigrant integration 
issues; and 

(2) to advise and assist the Federal Govern-
ment in identifying and fostering policies to 
carry out the policies and goals established 
under this chapter. 
SEC. 2523. MEMBERSHIP. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Task Force shall be 
comprised of— 

(1) the Secretary, who shall serve as Chair of 
the Task Force; 

(2) the Secretary of the Treasury; 
(3) the Attorney General; 
(4) the Secretary of Commerce; 
(5) the Secretary of Labor; 
(6) the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-

ices; 
(7) the Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-

opment; 
(8) the Secretary of Transportation; 
(9) the Secretary of Education; 
(10) the Director of the Office of Management 

and Budget; 
(11) the Administrator of the Small Business 

Administration; 
(12) the Director of the Domestic Policy Coun-

cil; 
(13) the Director of the National Economic 

Council; and 
(14) the National Security Advisor. 
(b) DELEGATION.—A member of the Task Force 

may delegate a senior official, at the Assistant 
Secretary, Deputy Administrator, Deputy Direc-
tor, or Assistant Attorney General level, to per-
form the functions of a Task Force member de-
scribed in section 2524. 
SEC. 2524. FUNCTIONS. 

(a) MEETINGS; FUNCTIONS.—The Task Force 
shall— 

(1) meet at the call of the Chair; and 
(2) perform such functions as the Secretary 

may prescribe. 
(b) COORDINATED RESPONSE.—The Task Force 

shall work with executive branch agencies— 
(1) to provide a coordinated Federal response 

to issues that impact the lives of new immigrants 
and receiving communities, including— 

(A) access to youth and adult education pro-
gramming; 

(B) workforce training; 
(C) health care policy; 
(D) access to naturalization; and 
(E) community development challenges; and 
(2) to ensure that Federal programs and poli-

cies adequately address such impacts. 
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(c) LIAISONS.—Members of the Task Force 

shall serve as liaisons to their respective agen-
cies to ensure the quality and timeliness of their 
agency’s participation in activities of the Task 
Force, including— 

(1) creating integration goals and indicators; 
(2) implementing the biannual consultation 

process with the agency’s State and local coun-
terparts; and 

(3) reporting on agency data collection, pol-
icy, and program efforts relating to achieving 
the goals and indicators referred to in para-
graph (1). 

(d) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later than 18 
months after the end of the period specified in 
section 2521(b), the Task Force shall— 

(1) provide recommendations to the Domestic 
Policy Council and the Secretary on the effects 
of pending legislation and executive branch pol-
icy proposals; 

(2) suggest changes to Federal programs or 
policies to address issues of special importance 
to new immigrants and receiving communities; 

(3) review and recommend changes to policies 
that have a distinct impact on new immigrants 
and receiving communities; and 

(4) assist in the development of legislative and 
policy proposals of special importance to new 
immigrants and receiving communities. 

CHAPTER 2—PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIP 

SEC. 2531. ESTABLISHMENT OF UNITED STATES 
CITIZENSHIP FOUNDATION. 

The Secretary, acting through the Director of 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, is 
authorized to establish a nonprofit corporation 
or a not-for-profit, public benefit, or similar en-
tity, which shall be known as the ‘‘United 
States Citizenship Foundation’’. 
SEC. 2532. FUNDING. 

(a) GIFTS TO FOUNDATION.—In order to carry 
out the purposes set forth in section 2533, the 
Foundation may— 

(1) solicit, accept, and make gifts of money 
and other property in accordance with section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; 

(2) engage in coordinated work with the De-
partment, including the Office and U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services; and 

(3) accept, hold, administer, invest, and spend 
any gift, devise, or bequest of real or personal 
property made to the Foundation. 

(b) GIFTS TO OFFICE OF CITIZENSHIP AND NEW 
AMERICANS.—The Office may accept gifts from 
the Foundation to support the functions of the 
Office. 
SEC. 2533. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of the Foundation are— 
(1) to expand citizenship preparation pro-

grams for lawful permanent residents; 
(2) to provide direct assistance for aliens seek-

ing provisional immigrant status, legal perma-
nent resident status, or naturalization as a 
United States citizen; and 

(3) to coordinate immigrant integration with 
State and local entities. 
SEC. 2534. AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES. 

The Foundation shall carry out its purpose 
by— 

(1) making United States citizenship instruc-
tion and naturalization application services ac-
cessible to low-income and other underserved 
lawful permanent resident populations; 

(2) developing, identifying, and sharing best 
practices in United States citizenship prepara-
tion; 

(3) supporting innovative and creative solu-
tions to barriers faced by those seeking natu-
ralization; 

(4) increasing the use of, and access to, tech-
nology in United States citizenship preparation 
programs; 

(5) engaging receiving communities in the 
United States citizenship and civic integration 
process; 

(6) administering the New Citizens Award 
Program to recognize, in each calendar year, 
not more than 10 United States citizens who— 

(A) have made outstanding contributions to 
the United States; and 

(B) have been naturalized during the 10-year 
period ending on the date of such recognition; 

(7) fostering public education and awareness; 
(8) coordinating its immigrant integration ef-

forts with the Office; 
(9) awarding grants to eligible public or pri-

vate nonprofit organizations under section 2537; 
and 

(10) awarding grants to State and local gov-
ernments under section 2538. 
SEC. 2535. COUNCIL OF DIRECTORS. 

(a) MEMBERS.—To the extent consistent with 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, the Foundation shall have a Council of Di-
rectors, which shall be comprised of— 

(1) the Director of U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services; 

(2) the Chief of the Office of Citizenship and 
New Americans; and 

(3) 10 directors, appointed by the ex-officio di-
rectors designated in paragraphs (1) and (2), 
from national community-based organizations 
that promote and assist permanent residents 
with naturalization. 

(b) APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.— 
The USCF Council shall appoint an Executive 
Director, who shall oversee the day-to-day oper-
ations of the Foundation. 
SEC. 2536. POWERS. 

The Executive Director is authorized to carry 
out the purposes set forth in section 2533 on be-
half of the Foundation by— 

(1) accepting, holding, administering, invest-
ing, and spending any gift, devise, or bequest of 
real or personal property made to the Founda-
tion; 

(2) entering into contracts and other financial 
assistance agreements with individuals, public 
or private organizations, professional societies, 
and government agencies to carry out the func-
tions of the Foundation; 

(3) entering into such other contracts, leases, 
cooperative agreements, and other transactions 
as the Executive Director considers appropriate 
to carry out the activities of the Foundation; 
and 

(4) charging such fees for professional services 
furnished by the Foundation as the Executive 
Director determines reasonable and appropriate. 
SEC. 2537. INITIAL ENTRY, ADJUSTMENT, AND 

CITIZENSHIP ASSISTANCE GRANT 
PROGRAM. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, acting 
through the Director of U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, may award Initial Entry, 
Adjustment, and Citizenship Assistance grants 
to eligible public or private, nonprofit organiza-
tions. 

(b) USE OF GRANT FUNDS.—IEACA grants 
shall be used for the design and implementation 
of programs that provide direct assistance, with-
in the scope of the authorized practice of immi-
gration law— 

(1) to aliens who are preparing an initial ap-
plication for registered provisional immigrant 
status under section 245B of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act and to aliens who are pre-
paring an initial application for blue card sta-
tus under section 2211, including assisting appli-
cants in— 

(A) screening to assess prospective applicants’ 
potential eligibility or lack of eligibility; 

(B) completing applications; 
(C) gathering proof of identification, employ-

ment, residence, and tax payment; 
(D) gathering proof of relationships of eligible 

family members; 
(E) applying for any waivers for which appli-

cants and qualifying family members may be eli-
gible; and 

(F) any other assistance that the Secretary or 
grantee considers useful to aliens who are inter-
ested in applying for registered provisional im-
migrant status; 

(2) to aliens seeking to adjust their status 
under section 245, 245B, 245C, or 245F of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act; 

(3) to legal permanent residents seeking to be-
come naturalized United States citizens; and 

(4) to applicants on— 
(A) the rights and responsibilities of United 

States citizenship; 
(B) civics-based English as a second language; 
(C) civics, with a special emphasis on common 

values and traditions of Americans, including 
an understanding of the history of the United 
States and the principles of the Constitution; 
and 

(D) applying for United States citizenship. 
SEC. 2538. PILOT PROGRAM TO PROMOTE IMMI-

GRANT INTEGRATION AT STATE AND 
LOCAL LEVELS. 

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Chief shall es-
tablish a pilot program through which the Chief 
may award grants, on a competitive basis, to 
States and local governments or other qualifying 
entities, in collaboration with State and local 
governments— 

(1) to establish New Immigrant Councils to 
carry out programs to integrate new immigrants; 
or 

(2) to carry out programs to integrate new im-
migrants. 

(b) APPLICATION.—A State or local govern-
ment desiring a grant under this section shall 
submit an application to the Chief at such time, 
in such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Chief may reasonably require, in-
cluding— 

(1) a proposal to meet an objective or combina-
tion of objectives set forth in subsection (d)(3); 

(2) the number of new immigrants in the ap-
plicant’s jurisdiction; and 

(3) a description of the challenges in intro-
ducing and integrating new immigrants into the 
State or local community. 

(c) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under this 
section, the Chief shall give priority to States 
and local governments or other qualifying enti-
ties that— 

(1) use matching funds from non-Federal 
sources, which may include in-kind contribu-
tions; 

(2) demonstrate collaboration with public and 
private entities to achieve the goals of the com-
prehensive plan developed pursuant to sub-
section (d)(3); 

(3) are 1 of the 10 States with the highest rate 
of foreign-born residents; or 

(4) have experienced a large increase in the 
population of immigrants during the most recent 
10-year period relative to past migration pat-
terns, based on data compiled by the Office of 
Immigration Statistics or the United States Cen-
sus Bureau. 

(d) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—A grant award-
ed under this subsection may be used— 

(1) to form a New Immigrant Council, which 
shall— 

(A) consist of between 15 and 19 individuals, 
inclusive, from the State, local government, or 
qualifying organization; 

(B) include, to the extent practicable, rep-
resentatives from— 

(i) business; 
(ii) faith-based organizations; 
(iii) civic organizations; 
(iv) philanthropic organizations; 
(v) nonprofit organizations, including those 

with legal and advocacy experience working 
with immigrant communities; 

(vi) key education stakeholders, such as State 
educational agencies, local educational agen-
cies, community colleges, and teachers; 

(vii) State adult education offices; 
(viii) State or local public libraries; and 
(ix) State or local governments; and 
(C) meet not less frequently than once each 

quarter; 
(2) to provide subgrants to local communities, 

city governments, municipalities, nonprofit or-
ganizations (including veterans’ and patriotic 
organizations), or other qualifying entities; 

(3) to develop, implement, expand, or enhance 
a comprehensive plan to introduce and integrate 
new immigrants into the State by— 
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(A) improving English language skills; 
(B) engaging caretakers with limited English 

proficiency in their child’s education through 
interactive parent and child literacy activities; 

(C) improving and expanding access to work-
force training programs; 

(D) teaching United States history, civics edu-
cation, citizenship rights, and responsibilities; 

(E) promoting an understanding of the form of 
government and history of the United States 
and the principles of the Constitution; 

(F) improving financial literacy; and 
(G) focusing on other key areas of importance 

to integration in our society; and 
(4) to engage receiving communities in the citi-

zenship and civic integration process by— 
(A) increasing local service capacity; 
(B) building meaningful connections between 

newer immigrants and long-time residents; 
(C) communicating the contributions of receiv-

ing communities and new immigrants; and 
(D) engaging leaders from all sectors of the 

community. 
(e) REPORTING AND EVALUATION.— 
(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Each grant recipient 

shall submit an annual report to the Office that 
describes— 

(A) the activities undertaken by the grant re-
cipient, including how such activities meet the 
goals of the Office, the Foundation, and the 
comprehensive plan described in subsection 
(d)(3); 

(B) the geographic areas being served; 
(C) the number of immigrants in such areas; 

and 
(D) the primary languages spoken in such 

areas. 
(2) ANNUAL EVALUATION.—The Chief shall 

conduct an annual evaluation of the grant pro-
gram established under this section— 

(A) to assess and improve the effectiveness of 
such grant program; 

(B) to assess the future needs of immigrants 
and of State and local governments related to 
immigrants; and 

(C) to ensure that grantees recipients and sub-
grantees are acting within the scope and pur-
pose of this subchapter. 
SEC. 2539. NATURALIZATION CEREMONIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Chief, in consultation 
with the Director of the National Park Service, 
the Archivist of the United States, and other ap-
propriate Federal officials, shall develop and 
implement a strategy to enhance the public 
awareness of naturalization ceremonies. 

(b) VENUES.—In developing the strategy under 
subsection (a), the Secretary shall consider the 
use of outstanding and historic locations as 
venues for select naturalization ceremonies. 

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary 
shall annually submit a report to Congress that 
contains— 

(1) the content of the strategy developed 
under subsection (a); and 

(2) the progress made towards the implementa-
tion of such strategy. 

CHAPTER 3—FUNDING 
SEC. 2541. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) OFFICE OF CITIZENSHIP AND NEW AMERI-
CANS.—In addition to any amounts otherwise 
made available to the Office, there are author-
ized to be appropriated to carry out the func-
tions described in section 451(f)(2) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 271(f)(2)), as 
amended by section 2511(b)— 

(1) $10,000,000 for the 5-year period ending on 
September 30, 2018; and 

(2) such sums as may be necessary for fiscal 
year 2019 and subsequent fiscal years. 

(b) GRANT PROGRAMS.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated to implement the grant pro-
grams authorized under sections 2537 and 2538, 
and to implement the strategy under section 
2539— 

(1) $100,000,000 for the 5-year period ending on 
September 30, 2018; and 

(2) such sums as may be necessary for fiscal 
year 2019 and subsequent fiscal years. 

CHAPTER 4—REDUCE BARRIERS TO 
NATURALIZATION 

SEC. 2551. WAIVER OF ENGLISH REQUIREMENT 
FOR SENIOR NEW AMERICANS. 

Section 312 (8 U.S.C. 1423) is amended by 
striking subsection (b) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) The requirements under subsection (a) 
shall not apply to any person who— 

‘‘(1) is unable to comply with such require-
ments because of physical or mental disability, 
including developmental or intellectual dis-
ability; or 

‘‘(2) on the date on which the person’s appli-
cation for naturalization is filed under section 
334— 

‘‘(A) is older than 65 years of age; and 
‘‘(B) has been living in the United States for 

periods totaling at least 5 years after being law-
fully admitted for permanent residence. 

‘‘(c) The requirement under subsection (a)(1) 
shall not apply to any person who, on the date 
on which the person’s application for natu-
ralization is filed under section 334— 

‘‘(1) is older than 50 years of age and has been 
living in the United States for periods totaling 
at least 20 years after being lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence; 

‘‘(2) is older than 55 years of age and has been 
living in the United States for periods totaling 
at least 15 years after being lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence; or 

‘‘(3) is older than 60 years of age and has been 
living in the United States for periods totaling 
at least 10 years after being lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence. 

‘‘(d) The Secretary of Homeland Security may 
waive, on a case-by-case basis, the requirement 
under subsection (a)(2) on behalf of any person 
who, on the date on which the person’s applica-
tion for naturalization is filed under section 
334— 

‘‘(1) is older than 60 years of age; and 
‘‘(2) has been living in the United States for 

periods totaling at least 10 years after being 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence.’’. 
SEC. 2552. FILING OF APPLICATIONS NOT RE-

QUIRING REGULAR INTERNET AC-
CESS. 

(a) ELECTRONIC FILING NOT REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not re-

quire that an applicant or petitioner for perma-
nent residence or citizenship of the United 
States use an electronic method to file any ap-
plication, or access to a customer account. 

(2) SUNSET DATE.—This subsection shall cease 
to be effective on October 1, 2020. 

(b) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—Beginning 
on October 1, 2020, the Secretary may not re-
quire that an applicant or petitioner for perma-
nent residence or citizenship of the United 
States use an electronic method to file any ap-
plication or access to a customer account unless 
the Secretary notifies the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the Senate and the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the House of Representatives of 
such requirement not later than 30 days before 
the effective date of such requirement. 
SEC. 2553. PERMISSIBLE USE OF ASSISTED HOUS-

ING BY BATTERED IMMIGRANTS. 
Section 214 of the Housing and Community 

Development Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 1436a) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and 

inserting a semicolon; 
(B) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-

graph (8); and 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 
‘‘(7) a qualified alien described in section 

431(c) of the Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 
1641(c)); or’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘para-

graphs (1) through (6)’’ and inserting ‘‘para-
graphs (1) through (7)’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by inserting ‘‘(other 
than a qualified alien described in section 431(c) 
of the Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 
1641(c)))’’ after ‘‘any alien’’. 

TITLE III—INTERIOR ENFORCEMENT 
Subtitle A—Employment Verification System 

SEC. 3101. UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT OF UNAU-
THORIZED ALIENS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 274A (8 U.S.C. 
1324a) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 274A. UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT OF ALIENS. 

‘‘(a) MAKING EMPLOYMENT OF UNAUTHORIZED 
ALIENS UNLAWFUL.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—It is unlawful for an em-
ployer— 

‘‘(A) to hire, recruit, or refer for a fee an alien 
for employment in the United States knowing 
that the alien is an unauthorized alien with re-
spect to such employment; or 

‘‘(B) to hire, recruit, or refer for a fee for em-
ployment in the United States an individual 
without complying with the requirements under 
subsections (c) and (d). 

‘‘(2) CONTINUING EMPLOYMENT.— 
‘‘(A) PROHIBITION ON CONTINUED EMPLOYMENT 

OF UNAUTHORIZED ALIENS.—It is unlawful for an 
employer, after hiring an alien for employment, 
to continue to employ the alien in the United 
States knowing that the alien is (or has become) 
an unauthorized alien with respect to such em-
ployment. 

‘‘(B) PROHIBITION ON CONSIDERATION OF PRE-
VIOUS UNAUTHORIZED STATUS.—Nothing in this 
section may be construed to prohibit the employ-
ment of an individual who is authorized for em-
ployment in the United States if such individual 
was previously an unauthorized alien. 

‘‘(3) USE OF LABOR THROUGH CONTRACT.—For 
purposes of this section, any employer that uses 
a contract, subcontract, or exchange to obtain 
the labor of an alien in the United States while 
knowing that the alien is an unauthorized alien 
with respect to performing such labor shall be 
considered to have hired the alien for employ-
ment in the United States in violation of para-
graph (1)(A). 

‘‘(4) USE OF STATE EMPLOYMENT AGENCY DOC-
UMENTATION.—For purposes of paragraphs 
(1)(B), (5), and (6), an employer shall be deemed 
to have complied with the requirements under 
subsection (c) with respect to the hiring of an 
individual who was referred for such employ-
ment by a State employment agency (as defined 
by the Secretary) if the employer has and re-
tains (for the period and in the manner de-
scribed in subsection (c)(3)) appropriate docu-
mentation of such referral by such agency, cer-
tifying that such agency has complied with the 
procedures described in subsection (c) with re-
spect to the individual’s referral. An employer 
that relies on a State agency’s certification of 
compliance with subsection (c) under this para-
graph may utilize and retain the State agency’s 
certification of compliance with the procedures 
described in subsection (d), if any, in the man-
ner provided under this paragraph. 

‘‘(5) GOOD FAITH DEFENSE.— 
‘‘(A) DEFENSE.—An employer, person, or enti-

ty that hires, employs, recruits, or refers indi-
viduals for employment in the United States, or 
is otherwise obligated to comply with the re-
quirements under this section and establishes 
good faith compliance with the requirements 
under paragraphs (1) through (4) of subsection 
(c) and subsection (d)— 

‘‘(i) has established an affirmative defense 
that the employer, person, or entity has not vio-
lated paragraph (1)(A) with respect to hiring 
and employing; and 

‘‘(ii) has established compliance with its obli-
gations under subparagraph (A) and (B) of 
paragraph (1) and subsection (c) unless the Sec-
retary demonstrates that the employer had 
knowledge that an individuals hired, employed, 
recruited, or referred by the employer, person, or 
entity is an unauthorized alien. 
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‘‘(B) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYERS.— 

An employer who is not required to participate 
in the System or who is participating in the Sys-
tem on a voluntary basis pursuant to subsection 
(d)(2)(J) has established an affirmative defense 
under subparagraph (A) and need not dem-
onstrate compliance with the requirements 
under subsection (d). 

‘‘(6) GOOD FAITH COMPLIANCE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection, an employer, person, or 
entity is considered to have complied with a re-
quirement under this subsection notwith-
standing a technical or procedural failure to 
meet such requirement if there was a good faith 
attempt to comply with the requirement. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION IF FAILURE TO CORRECT 
AFTER NOTICE.—Subparagraph (A) shall not 
apply if— 

‘‘(i) the failure is not de minimis; 
‘‘(ii) the Secretary of Homeland Security has 

explained to the employer, person, or entity the 
basis for the failure and why it is not de mini-
mis; 

‘‘(iii) the employer, person, or entity has been 
provided a period of not less than 30 days (be-
ginning after the date of the explanation) to 
correct the failure; and 

‘‘(iv) the employer, person, or entity has not 
corrected the failure voluntarily within such pe-
riod. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTION FOR PATTERN OR PRACTICE 
VIOLATORS.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply 
to an employer, person, or entity that has en-
gaged or is engaging in a pattern or practice of 
violations of paragraph (1)(A) or (2). 

‘‘(7) PRESUMPTION.—After the date on which 
an employer is required to participate in the 
System under subsection (d), the employer is 
presumed to have acted with knowledge for pur-
poses of paragraph (1)(A) if the employer hires, 
employs, recruits, or refers an employee for a fee 
and fails to make an inquiry to verify the em-
ployment authorization status of the employee 
through the System. 

‘‘(8) CONTINUED APPLICATION OF WORKFORCE 
AND LABOR PROTECTION REMEDIES DESPITE UN-
AUTHORIZED EMPLOYMENT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject only to subpara-
graph (B), all rights and remedies provided 
under any Federal, State, or local law relating 
to workplace rights, including but not limited to 
back pay, are available to an employee despite— 

‘‘(i) the employee’s status as an unauthorized 
alien during or after the period of employment; 
or 

‘‘(ii) the employer’s or employee’s failure to 
comply with the requirements of this section. 

‘‘(B) REINSTATEMENT.—Reinstatement shall be 
available to individuals who— 

‘‘(i) are authorized to work in the United 
States at the time such relief is ordered or effec-
tuated; or 

‘‘(ii) lost employment-authorized status due to 
the unlawful acts of the employer under this 
section. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘Commissioner’ 

means the Commissioner of Social Security. 
‘‘(2) DEPARTMENT.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided, the term ‘Department’ means the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYER.—The term ‘employer’ means 
any person or entity, including an agency or de-
partment of a Federal, State, or local govern-
ment, an agent, or a System service provider 
acting on behalf of an employer, that hires, em-
ploys, recruits, or refers for a fee an individual 
for employment in the United States that is not 
casual, sporadic, irregular, or intermittent (as 
defined by the Secretary). 

‘‘(4) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZED STATUS.—The 
term ‘employment authorized status’ means, 
with respect to an individual, that the indi-
vidual is authorized to be employed in the 
United States under the immigration laws of the 
United States. 

‘‘(5) SECRETARY.—Except as otherwise specifi-
cally provided, the term ‘Secretary’ means the 
Secretary of Homeland Security. 

‘‘(6) SYSTEM.—The term ‘System’ means the 
Employment Verification System established 
under subsection (d). 

‘‘(7) UNAUTHORIZED ALIEN.—The term ‘unau-
thorized alien’ means an alien who, with respect 
to employment in the United States at a par-
ticular time— 

‘‘(A) is not lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence; or 

‘‘(B) is not authorized to be employed under 
this Act or by the Secretary. 

‘‘(8) WORKPLACE RIGHTS.—The term ‘work-
place rights’ means rights guaranteed under 
Federal, State, or local labor or employment 
laws, including laws concerning wages and 
hours, benefits and employment standards, 
labor relations, workplace health and safety, 
work-related injuries, nondiscrimination, and 
retaliation for exercising rights under such 
laws. 

‘‘(c) DOCUMENT VERIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Any employer hiring an individual for 
employment in the United States shall comply 
with the following requirements and the require-
ments under subsection (d) to verify that the in-
dividual has employment authorized status. 

‘‘(1) ATTESTATION AFTER EXAMINATION OF 
DOCUMENTATION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(i) EXAMINATION BY EMPLOYER.—An em-

ployer shall attest, under penalty of perjury on 
a form prescribed by the Secretary, that the em-
ployer has verified the identity and employment 
authorization status of the individual— 

‘‘(I) by examining— 
‘‘(aa) a document specified in subparagraph 

(C); or 
‘‘(bb) a document specified in subparagraph 

(D) and a document specified in subparagraph 
(E); and 

‘‘(II) by utilizing an identity authentication 
mechanism described in clause (iii) or (iv) of 
subparagraph (F). 

‘‘(ii) PUBLICATION OF DOCUMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall publish a picture of each document 
specified in subparagraphs (C) and (E) on the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
website. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) FORM.—The form referred to in subpara-

graph (A)(i)— 
‘‘(I) shall be prescribed by the Secretary not 

later than 6 months after the date of the enact-
ment of the Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization Act; 

‘‘(II) shall be available as— 
‘‘(aa) a paper form; 
‘‘(bb) a form that may be completed by an em-

ployer via telephone or video conference; 
‘‘(cc) an electronic form; or 
‘‘(dd) a form that is integrated electronically 

with the requirements under subsection (d). 
‘‘(ii) ATTESTATION.—Each such form shall re-

quire the employer to sign an attestation with a 
handwritten, electronic, or digital pin code sig-
nature, according to standards prescribed by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(iii) COMPLIANCE.—An employer has com-
plied with the requirements under this para-
graph with respect to examination of the docu-
ments included in subclauses (I) and (II) of sub-
paragraph (A)(i) if— 

‘‘(I) the employer has, in good faith, followed 
applicable regulations and any written proce-
dures or instructions provided by the Secretary; 
and 

‘‘(II) a reasonable person would conclude that 
the documentation is genuine and relates to the 
individual presenting such documentation. 

‘‘(C) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING IDENTITY AND 
EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZED STATUS.—A document 
is specified in this subparagraph if the docu-
ment is unexpired (unless the validity of the 
document is extended by law) and is 1 of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) A United States passport or passport card 
issued to an individual pursuant to the Sec-
retary of State’s authority under the Act enti-

tled ‘An Act to regulate the issue and validity of 
passports, and for other purposes’, approved 
July 3, 1926 (22 U.S.C. 211a). 

‘‘(ii) A document issued to an alien evidencing 
that the alien is lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence or another document issued to an 
individual evidencing the individual’s employ-
ment authorized status, as designated by the 
Secretary, if the document— 

‘‘(I) contains a photograph of the individual, 
or such other personal identifying information 
relating to the individual as the Secretary deter-
mines, by regulation, to be sufficient for the 
purposes of this subparagraph; 

‘‘(II) is evidence of employment authorized 
status; and 

‘‘(III) contains security features to make the 
document resistant to tampering, counterfeiting, 
and fraudulent use. 

‘‘(iii) An enhanced driver’s license or identi-
fication card issued to a national of the United 
States by a State, an outlying possession of the 
United States, or a federally recognized Indian 
tribe that— 

‘‘(I) meets the requirements under section 202 
of the REAL ID Act of 2005 (division B of Public 
Law 109–13; 49 U.S.C. 30301 note); and 

‘‘(II) the Secretary has certified by notice pub-
lished in the Federal Register and through ap-
propriate notice directly to employers registered 
in the System 3 months prior to publication that 
such enhanced license or card is suitable for use 
under this subparagraph based upon the accu-
racy and security of the issuance process, secu-
rity features on the document, and such other 
factors as the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(iv) A passport issued by the appropriate au-
thority of a foreign country accompanied by a 
Form I–94 or Form I–94A (or similar successor 
record), or other documentation as designated 
by the Secretary that specifies the individual’s 
status in the United States and the duration of 
such status if the proposed employment is not in 
conflict with any restriction or limitation speci-
fied on such form or documentation. 

‘‘(v) A passport issued by the Federated States 
of Micronesia or the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands with evidence of nonimmigrant admis-
sion to the United States under the Compact of 
Free Association between the United States and 
the Federated States of Micronesia or the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands. 

‘‘(D) DOCUMENTS ESTABLISHING IDENTITY OF 
INDIVIDUAL.—A document is specified in this 
subparagraph if the document is unexpired (un-
less the validity of the document is extended by 
law) and is 1 of the following: 

‘‘(i) A driver’s license or identity card that is 
not described in subparagraph (C)(iii) and is 
issued to an individual by a State or an out-
lying possession of the United States, a federally 
recognized Indian tribe, or an agency (including 
military) of the Federal Government if the driv-
er’s license or identity card includes, at a min-
imum— 

‘‘(I) the individual’s photograph, name, date 
of birth, gender, and driver’s license or identi-
fication card number; and 

‘‘(II) security features to make the license or 
card resistant to tampering, counterfeiting, and 
fraudulent use. 

‘‘(ii) A voter registration card. 
‘‘(iii) A document that complies with the re-

quirements under section 7209(b)(1) of the Intel-
ligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 
2004 (Public Law 108–458; 8 U.S.C. 1185 note). 

‘‘(iv) For individuals under 18 years of age 
who are unable to present a document listed in 
clause (i) or (ii), documentation of personal 
identity of such other type as the Secretary de-
termines will provide a reliable means of identi-
fication, which may include an attestation as to 
the individual’s identity by a parent or legal 
guardian under penalty of perjury. 

‘‘(E) DOCUMENTS EVIDENCING EMPLOYMENT 
AUTHORIZATION.—A document is specified in this 
subparagraph if the document is unexpired (un-
less the validity of the document is extended by 
law) and is 1 of the following: 
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‘‘(i) A social security account number card 

issued by the Commissioner, other than a card 
which specifies on its face that the card is not 
valid to evidence employment authorized status 
or has other similar words of limitation. 

‘‘(ii) Any other documentation evidencing em-
ployment authorized status that the Secretary 
determines and publishes in the Federal Register 
and through appropriate notice directly to em-
ployers registered within the System to be ac-
ceptable for purposes of this subparagraph if 
such documentation, including any electronic 
security measures linked to such documentation, 
contains security features to make such docu-
mentation resistant to tampering, counter-
feiting, and fraudulent use. 

‘‘(F) IDENTITY AUTHENTICATION MECHANISM.— 
‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this subparagraph: 
‘‘(I) COVERED IDENTITY DOCUMENT.—The term 

‘covered identity document’ means a valid— 
‘‘(aa) United States passport, passport card, 

or a document evidencing lawful permanent res-
idence status or employment authorized status 
issued to an alien; 

‘‘(bb) enhanced driver’s license or identity 
card issued by a participating State or an out-
lying possession of the United States; or 

‘‘(cc) photograph and appropriate identifying 
information provided by the Secretary of State 
pursuant to the granting of a visa. 

‘‘(II) PARTICIPATING STATE.—The term ‘par-
ticipating State’ means a State that has an 
agreement with the Secretary to provide the Sec-
retary, for purposes of identity verification in 
the System, with photographs and appropriate 
identifying information maintained by the 
State. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENT FOR IDENTITY AUTHENTICA-
TION.—In addition to verifying the documents 
specified in subparagraph (C), (D), or (E) and 
utilizing the System under subsection (d), each 
employer shall use an identity authentication 
mechanism described in clause (iii) or provided 
in clause (iv) after it becomes available to verify 
the identity of each individual the employer 
seeks to hire. 

‘‘(iii) PHOTO TOOL.— 
‘‘(I) USE REQUIREMENT.—An employer hiring 

an individual who has a covered identity docu-
ment shall verify the identity of such individual 
using the photo tool described in subclause (II). 

‘‘(II) DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall develop and maintain a photo tool 
that enables employers to match the photo on a 
covered identity document provided to the em-
ployer to a photo maintained by a U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services database. 

‘‘(iv) ADDITIONAL SECURITY MEASURES.— 
‘‘(I) USE REQUIREMENT.—An employer seeking 

to hire an individual whose identity may not be 
verified using the photo tool described in clause 
(iii) shall verify the identity of such individual 
using the additional security measures described 
in subclause (II). 

‘‘(II) DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall develop, after publication in the 
Federal Register and an opportunity for public 
comment, specific and effective additional secu-
rity measures to adequately verify the identity 
of an individual whose identity may not be 
verified using the photo tool described in clause 
(iii). Such additional security measures— 

‘‘(aa) shall be kept up-to-date with techno-
logical advances; and 

‘‘(bb) shall provide a means of identity au-
thentication in a manner that provides a high 
level of certainty as to the identity of such indi-
vidual, using immigration and identifying infor-
mation that may include review of identity doc-
uments or background screening verification 
techniques using publicly available information. 

‘‘(G) AUTHORITY TO PROHIBIT USE OF CERTAIN 
DOCUMENTS.—If the Secretary determines, after 
publication in the Federal Register and an op-
portunity for public comment, that any docu-
ment or class of documents specified in subpara-
graph (B), (C), or (D) does not reliably establish 
identity or that employment authorized status is 

being used fraudulently to an unacceptable de-
gree, the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) may prohibit or restrict the use of such 
document or class of documents for purposes of 
this subsection; and 

‘‘(ii) shall directly notify all employers reg-
istered within the System of the prohibition 
through appropriate means. 

‘‘(H) AUTHORITY TO ALLOW USE OF CERTAIN 
DOCUMENTS.—If the Secretary has determined 
that another document or class of documents, 
such as a document issued by a federally recog-
nized Indian tribe, may be used to reliably es-
tablish identity or employment authorized sta-
tus, the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) may allow the use of that document or 
class of documents for purposes of this sub-
section after publication in the Federal Register 
and an opportunity for public comment; 

‘‘(ii) shall publish a description of any such 
document or class of documents on the U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services website; and 

‘‘(iii) shall directly notify all employers reg-
istered within the System of the addition 
through appropriate means. 

‘‘(2) INDIVIDUAL ATTESTATION OF EMPLOYMENT 
AUTHORIZATION.—An individual, upon com-
mencing employment with an employer, shall— 

‘‘(A) attest, under penalty of perjury, on the 
form prescribed by the Secretary, that the indi-
vidual is— 

‘‘(i) a citizen of the United States; 
‘‘(ii) an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 

residence; 
‘‘(iii) an alien who has employment author-

ized status; or 
‘‘(iv) otherwise authorized by the Secretary to 

be hired for such employment; 
‘‘(B) provide such attestation by a hand-

written, electronic, or digital pin code signature; 
and 

‘‘(C) provide the individual’s social security 
account number to the Secretary, unless the in-
dividual has not yet been issued such a number, 
on such form as the Secretary may require. 

‘‘(3) RETENTION OF VERIFICATION RECORD.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—After completing a form for 

an individual in accordance with paragraphs 
(1) and (2), the employer shall retain a version 
of such completed form and make such form 
available for inspection by the Secretary or the 
Office of Special Counsel for Immigration-Re-
lated Unfair Employment Practices of the De-
partment of Justice during the period beginning 
on the hiring date of the individual and ending 
on the later of— 

‘‘(i) the date that is 3 years after such hiring 
date; or 

‘‘(ii) the date that is 1 year after the date on 
which the individual’s employment with the em-
ployer is terminated. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENT FOR ELECTRONIC RETEN-
TION.—The Secretary— 

‘‘(i) shall permit an employer to retain the 
form described in subparagraph (A) in electronic 
form; and 

‘‘(ii) shall permit an employer to retain such 
form in paper, microfiche, microfilm, portable 
document format, or other media. 

‘‘(4) COPYING OF DOCUMENTATION AND REC-
ORDKEEPING.—The Secretary may promulgate 
regulations regarding— 

‘‘(A) copying documents and related informa-
tion pertaining to employment verification pre-
sented by an individual under this subsection; 
and 

‘‘(B) retaining such information during a pe-
riod not to exceed the required retention period 
set forth in paragraph (3). 

‘‘(5) PENALTIES.—An employer that fails to 
comply with any requirement under this sub-
section may be penalized under subsection 
(e)(4)(B). 

‘‘(6) PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section 

may be construed to diminish any rights other-
wise protected by Federal law. 

‘‘(B) PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION.—An 
employer shall use the procedures for document 

verification set forth in this paragraph for all 
employees without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, sex, national origin, or, unless specifically 
permitted in this section, to citizenship status. 

‘‘(7) RECEIPTS.—The Secretary may authorize 
the use of receipts for replacement documents, 
and temporary evidence of employment author-
ization by an individual to meet a documenta-
tion requirement under this subsection on a tem-
porary basis not to exceed 1 year, after which 
time the individual shall provide documentation 
sufficient to satisfy the documentation require-
ments under this subsection. 

‘‘(8) NO AUTHORIZATION OF NATIONAL IDENTI-
FICATION CARDS.—Nothing in this section may 
be construed to directly or indirectly authorize 
the issuance, use, or establishment of a national 
identification card. 

‘‘(d) EMPLOYMENT VERIFICATION SYSTEM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary, in con-

sultation with the Commissioner, shall establish 
the Employment Verification System. 

‘‘(B) MONITORING.—The Secretary shall create 
the necessary processes to monitor— 

‘‘(i) the functioning of the System, including 
the volume of the workflow, the speed of proc-
essing of queries, the speed and accuracy of re-
sponses; 

‘‘(ii) the misuse of the System, including the 
prevention of fraud or identity theft; 

‘‘(iii) whether the use of the System results in 
wrongful adverse actions or discrimination 
based upon a prohibited factor against citizens 
or nationals of the United States or individuals 
who have employment authorized status; and 

‘‘(iv) the security, integrity, and privacy of 
the System. 

‘‘(C) PROCEDURES.—The Secretary— 
‘‘(i) shall create processes to provide an indi-

vidual with direct access to the individual’s case 
history in the System, including— 

‘‘(I) the identities of all persons or entities 
that have queried the individual through the 
System; 

‘‘(II) the date of each such query; and 
‘‘(III) the System response for each such 

query; and 
‘‘(ii) in consultation with the Commissioner, 

shall develop— 
‘‘(I) protocols to notify an individual, in a 

timely manner through the use of electronic cor-
respondence or mail, that a query for the indi-
vidual has been processed through the System; 
or 

‘‘(II) a process for the individual to submit ad-
ditional queries to the System or notify the Sec-
retary of potential identity fraud. 

‘‘(2) PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.—Except as pro-

vided in subparagraph (B), all agencies and de-
partments in the executive, legislative, or judi-
cial branches of the Federal Government shall 
participate in the System beginning on the ear-
lier of— 

‘‘(i) the date of the enactment of the Border 
Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigra-
tion Modernization Act, to the extent required 
under section 402(e)(1) of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act 
of 1996 (division C of Public Law 104–208; 8 
U.S.C. 1324a) and as already implemented by 
each agency or department; or 

‘‘(ii) the date that is 90 days after the date of 
the enactment of the Border Security, Economic 
Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization 
Act. 

‘‘(B) FEDERAL CONTRACTORS.—Federal con-
tractors shall participate in the System as pro-
vided in the final rule relating to employment 
eligibility verification published in the Federal 
Register on November 14, 2008 (73 Fed. Reg. 
67,651), or any similar subsequent regulation, 
for which purpose references to E-Verify in the 
final rule shall be construed to apply to the Sys-
tem. 

‘‘(C) CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date that 

is 1 year after the date on which regulations are 
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published implementing this subsection, the Sec-
retary may authorize or direct any employer, 
person, or entity responsible for granting access 
to, protecting, securing, operating, admin-
istering, or regulating part of the critical infra-
structure (as defined in section 1016(e) of the 
Critical Infrastructure Protection Act of 2001 (42 
U.S.C. 5195c(e))) to participate in the System to 
the extent the Secretary determines that such 
participation will assist in the protection of the 
critical infrastructure. 

‘‘(ii) NOTIFICATION TO EMPLOYERS.—The Sec-
retary shall notify an employer required to par-
ticipate in the System under this subparagraph 
not later than 90 days before the date on which 
the employer is required to participate. 

‘‘(D) EMPLOYERS WITH MORE THAN 5,000 EM-
PLOYEES.—Not later than 2 years after regula-
tions are published implementing this sub-
section, all employers with more than 5,000 em-
ployees shall participate in the System with re-
spect to all newly hired employees and employ-
ees with expiring temporary employment author-
ization documents. 

‘‘(E) EMPLOYERS WITH MORE THAN 500 EMPLOY-
EES.—Not later than 3 years after regulations 
are published implementing this subsection, all 
employers with more than 500 employees shall 
participate in the System with respect to all 
newly hired employees and employees with ex-
piring temporary employment authorization doc-
uments. 

‘‘(F) AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT.—Not later 
than 4 years after regulations are published im-
plementing this subsection, employers of employ-
ees performing agricultural employment (as de-
fined in section 218A of this Act and section 2202 
of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act) shall par-
ticipate in the System with respect to all newly 
hired employees and employees with expiring 
temporary employment authorization docu-
ments. An agricultural employee shall not be 
counted for purposes of subparagraph (D) or 
(E). 

‘‘(G) ALL EMPLOYERS.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (H), not later than 4 years after 
regulations are published implementing this sub-
section, all employers shall participate in the 
System with respect to all newly hired employees 
and employees with expiring temporary employ-
ment authorization documents. 

‘‘(H) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYERS.— 
‘‘(i) RULEMAKING.—In developing regulations 

to implement this subsection, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(I) consider the effects of this section on fed-
erally recognized Indian tribes and tribal mem-
bers; and 

‘‘(II) consult with the governments of feder-
ally recognized Indian tribes. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIRED PARTICIPATION.—Not later 
than 5 years after regulations are published im-
plementing this subsection, all employers owned 
by, or entities of, the government of a federally 
recognized Indian tribe shall participate in the 
System with respect to all newly hired employees 
and employees with expiring temporary employ-
ment authorization documents. 

‘‘(I) IMMIGRATION LAW VIOLATORS.— 
‘‘(i) ORDERS FINDING VIOLATIONS.—An order 

finding any employer to have violated this sec-
tion or section 274C may, in the Secretary’s dis-
cretion, require the employer to participate in 
the System with respect to newly hired employ-
ees and employees with expiring temporary em-
ployment authorization documents, if such em-
ployer is not otherwise required to participate in 
the System under this section. The Secretary 
shall monitor such employer’s compliance with 
System procedures. 

‘‘(ii) PATTERN OR PRACTICE OF VIOLATIONS.— 
The Secretary may require an employer that is 
required to participate in the System with re-
spect to newly hired employees to participate in 
the System with respect to the employer’s cur-
rent employees if the employer is determined by 
the Secretary or other appropriate authority to 

have engaged in a pattern or practice of viola-
tions of the immigration laws of the United 
States. 

‘‘(J) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—The Sec-
retary may permit any employer that is not re-
quired to participate in the System under this 
section to do so on a voluntary basis. 

‘‘(3) CONSEQUENCE OF FAILURE TO PARTICI-
PATE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (B), the failure, other than a de 
minimis or inadvertent failure, of an employer 
that is required to participate in the System to 
comply with the requirements of the System 
with respect to an individual— 

‘‘(i) shall be treated as a violation of sub-
section (a)(1)(B) with respect to that individual; 
and 

‘‘(ii) creates a rebuttable presumption that the 
employer has violated paragraph (1)(A) or (2) of 
subsection (a). 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) shall not 

apply in a criminal prosecution. 
‘‘(ii) USE AS EVIDENCE.—Nothing in this para-

graph may be construed to limit the use in the 
prosecution of a Federal crime, in a manner oth-
erwise consistent with Federal criminal law and 
procedure, of evidence relating to the employer’s 
failure to comply with requirements of the Sys-
tem. 

‘‘(4) PROCEDURES FOR PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
SYSTEM.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An employer participating 
in the System shall register such participation 
with the Secretary and, when hiring any indi-
vidual for employment in the United States, 
shall comply with the following: 

‘‘(i) REGISTRATION OF EMPLOYERS.—The Sec-
retary, through notice in the Federal Register, 
shall prescribe procedures that employers shall 
be required to follow to register with the System. 

‘‘(ii) UPDATING INFORMATION.—The employer 
is responsible for providing notice of any change 
to the information required under subclauses 
(I), (II), and (III) of clause (v) before con-
ducting any further inquiries within the System, 
or on such other schedule as the Secretary may 
prescribe. 

‘‘(iii) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall require 
employers to undergo such training as the Sec-
retary determines to be necessary to ensure 
proper use, protection of civil rights and civil 
liberties, privacy, integrity, and security of the 
System. To the extent practicable, such training 
shall be made available electronically on the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
website. 

‘‘(iv) NOTIFICATION TO EMPLOYEES.—The em-
ployer shall inform individuals hired for em-
ployment that the System— 

‘‘(I) will be used by the employer; 
‘‘(II) may be used for immigration enforcement 

purposes; and 
‘‘(III) may not be used to discriminate or to 

take adverse action against a national of the 
United States or an alien who has employment 
authorized status. 

‘‘(v) PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL INFORMA-
TION.—The employer shall obtain from the indi-
vidual (and the individual shall provide) and 
shall record in such manner as the Secretary 
may specify— 

‘‘(I) the individual’s social security account 
number; 

‘‘(II) if the individual does not attest to 
United States citizenship or status as a national 
of the United States under subsection (c)(2), 
such identification or authorization number es-
tablished by the Department as the Secretary 
shall specify; and 

‘‘(III) such other information as the Secretary 
may require to determine the identity and em-
ployment authorization of an individual. 

‘‘(vi) PRESENTATION OF DOCUMENTATION.—The 
employer, and the individual whose identity and 
employment authorized status are being con-
firmed, shall fulfill the requirements under sub-
section (c). 

‘‘(B) SEEKING CONFIRMATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An employer shall use the 

System to confirm the identity and employment 
authorized status of any individual during— 

‘‘(I) the period beginning on the date on 
which the individual accepts an offer of employ-
ment and ending 3 business days after the date 
on which employment begins; or 

‘‘(II) such other reasonable period as the Sec-
retary may prescribe. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—An employer may not make 
the starting date of an individual’s employment 
or training or any other term and condition of 
employment dependent on the receipt of a con-
firmation of identity and employment author-
ized status by the System. 

‘‘(iii) REVERIFICATION.—If an individual has a 
limited period of employment authorized status, 
the individual’s employer shall reverify such 
status through the System not later than 3 busi-
ness days after the last day of such period. 

‘‘(iv) OTHER EMPLOYMENT.—For employers di-
rected by the Secretary to participate in the Sys-
tem under paragraph (2)(C)(i) to protect critical 
infrastructure or otherwise specified cir-
cumstances in this section to verify their entire 
workforce, the System may be used for initial 
verification of an individual who was hired be-
fore the employer became subject to the System, 
and the employer shall initiate all required pro-
cedures on or before such date as the Secretary 
shall specify. 

‘‘(v) NOTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide, and the employer shall utilize, as part of 
the System, a method of notifying employers of 
a confirmation or nonconfirmation of an indi-
vidual’s identity and employment authorized 
status, or a notice that further action is re-
quired to verify such identity or employment eli-
gibility (referred to in this subsection as a ‘fur-
ther action notice’). 

‘‘(II) PROCEDURES.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(aa) directly notify the individual and the 

employer, by means of electronic correspond-
ence, mail, text message, telephone, or other di-
rect communication, of a nonconfirmation or 
further action notice; 

‘‘(bb) provide information about filing an ad-
ministrative appeal under paragraph (6) and a 
filing for review before an administrative law 
judge under paragraph (7); and 

‘‘(cc) establish procedures to directly notify 
the individual and the employer of a confirma-
tion. 

‘‘(III) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary may 
provide for a phased-in implementation of the 
notification requirements under this clause, as 
appropriate. The notification system shall cover 
all inquiries not later than 1 year from the date 
of the enactment of the Border Security, Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act. 

‘‘(C) CONFIRMATION OR NONCONFIRMATION.— 
‘‘(i) INITIAL RESPONSE.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

clause (II), the System shall provide— 
‘‘(aa) a confirmation of an individual’s iden-

tity and employment authorized status or a fur-
ther action notice at the time of the inquiry; and 

‘‘(bb) an appropriate code indicating such 
confirmation or such further action notice. 

‘‘(II) ALTERNATIVE DEADLINE.—If the System 
is unable to provide immediate confirmation or 
further action notice for technological reasons 
or due to unforeseen circumstances, the System 
shall provide a confirmation or further action 
notice not later than 3 business days after the 
initial inquiry. 

‘‘(ii) CONFIRMATION UPON INITIAL INQUIRY.—If 
the employer receives an appropriate confirma-
tion of an individual’s identity and employment 
authorized status under the System, the em-
ployer shall record the confirmation in such 
manner as the Secretary may specify. 

‘‘(iii) FURTHER ACTION NOTICE AND LATER CON-
FIRMATION OR NONCONFIRMATION.— 

‘‘(I) NOTIFICATION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
THAT FURTHER ACTION IS REQUIRED.—Not later 
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than 3 business days after an employer receives 
a further action notice of an individual’s iden-
tity or employment eligibility under the System, 
or during such other reasonable time as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, the employer shall notify 
the individual for whom the confirmation is 
sought of the further action notice and any pro-
cedures specified by the Secretary for addressing 
such notice. The further action notice shall be 
given to the individual in writing and the em-
ployer shall acknowledge in the System under 
penalty of perjury that it provided the employee 
with the further action notice. The individual 
shall affirmatively acknowledge in writing, or in 
such other manner as the Secretary may specify, 
the receipt of the further action notice from the 
employer. If the individual refuses to acknowl-
edge the receipt of the further action notice, or 
acknowledges in writing that the individual will 
not contest the further action notice under sub-
clause (II), the employer shall notify the Sec-
retary in such manner as the Secretary may 
specify. 

‘‘(II) CONTEST.—Not later than 10 business 
days after receiving notification of a further ac-
tion notice under subclause (I), the individual 
shall contact the appropriate Federal agency 
and, if the Secretary so requires, appear in per-
son for purposes of verifying the individual’s 
identity and employment eligibility. The Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Commissioner 
and other appropriate Federal agencies, shall 
specify an available secondary verification pro-
cedure to confirm the validity of information 
provided and to provide a confirmation or non-
confirmation. Any procedures for reexamination 
shall not limit in any way an employee’s right 
to appeal a nonconfirmation. 

‘‘(III) NO CONTEST.—If the individual refuses 
to acknowledge receipt of the further action no-
tice, acknowledges that the individual will not 
contest the further action notice as provided in 
subclause (I), or does not contact the appro-
priate Federal agency within the period speci-
fied in subclause (II), following expiration of 
the period specified in subclause (II), a noncon-
firmation shall be issued. The employer shall 
record the nonconfirmation in such manner as 
the Secretary may specify and terminate the in-
dividual’s employment. An individual’s failure 
to contest a further action notice shall not be 
considered an admission of guilt with respect to 
any violation of this section or any provision of 
law. 

‘‘(IV) CONFIRMATION OR NONCONFIRMATION.— 
Unless the period is extended in accordance 
with this subclause, the System shall provide a 
confirmation or nonconfirmation not later than 
10 business days after the date on which the in-
dividual contests the further action notice under 
subclause (II). If the Secretary determines that 
good cause exists, after taking into account ad-
verse impacts to the employer, and including 
time to permit the individual to obtain and pro-
vide needed evidence of identity or employment 
eligibility, the Secretary shall extend the period 
for providing confirmation or nonconfirmation 
for stated periods beyond 10 business days. 
When confirmation or nonconfirmation is pro-
vided, the confirmation system shall provide an 
appropriate code indicating such confirmation 
or nonconfirmation. 

‘‘(V) REEXAMINATION.—Nothing in this section 
shall prevent the Secretary from establishing 
procedures to reexamine a case where a con-
firmation or nonconfirmation has been provided 
if subsequently received information indicates 
that the confirmation or nonconfirmation may 
not have been correct. Any procedures for reex-
amination shall not limit in any way an employ-
ee’s right to appeal a nonconfirmation. 

‘‘(VI) EMPLOYEE PROTECTIONS.—An employer 
may not terminate employment or take any 
other adverse action against an individual sole-
ly because of a failure of the individual to have 
identity and employment eligibility confirmed 
under this subsection until— 

‘‘(aa) a nonconfirmation has been issued; 

‘‘(bb) if the further action notice was con-
tested, the period to timely file an administra-
tive appeal has expired without an appeal or 
the contestation to the further action notice is 
withdrawn; or 

‘‘(cc) if an appeal before an administrative 
law judge under paragraph (7) has been filed, 
the nonconfirmation has been upheld or the ap-
peal has been withdrawn or dismissed. 

‘‘(iv) NOTICE OF NONCONFIRMATION.—Not later 
than 3 business days after an employer receives 
a nonconfirmation, or during such other reason-
able time as the Secretary may provide, the em-
ployer shall notify the individual who is the 
subject of the nonconfirmation, and provide in-
formation about filing an administrative appeal 
pursuant to paragraph (6) and a request for a 
hearing before an administrative law judge pur-
suant to paragraph (7). The nonconfirmation 
notice shall be given to the individual in writing 
and the employer shall acknowledge in the Sys-
tem under penalty of perjury that it provided 
the notice (or adequately attempted to provide 
notice, but was unable to do so despite reason-
able efforts). The individual shall affirmatively 
acknowledge in writing, or in such other man-
ner as the Secretary may prescribe, the receipt 
of the nonconfirmation notice from the em-
ployer. If the individual refuses or fails to ac-
knowledge the receipt of the nonconfirmation 
notice, the employer shall notify the Secretary 
in such manner as the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(D) CONSEQUENCES OF NONCONFIRMATION.— 
‘‘(i) TERMINATION OF CONTINUED EMPLOY-

MENT.—Except as provided in clause (iii), an 
employer that has received a nonconfirmation 
regarding an individual and has made reason-
able efforts to notify the individual in accord-
ance with subparagraph (C)(iv) shall terminate 
the employment of the individual upon the expi-
ration of the time period specified in paragraph 
(7). 

‘‘(ii) CONTINUED EMPLOYMENT AFTER NONCON-
FIRMATION.—If the employer continues to em-
ploy an individual after receiving nonconfirma-
tion and exhaustion of all appeals or expiration 
of all rights to appeal if not appealed, in viola-
tion of clause (i), a rebuttable presumption is 
created that the employer has violated para-
graphs (1)(A) and (2) of subsection (a). Such 
presumption shall not apply in any prosecution 
under subsection (k)(1). 

‘‘(iii) EFFECT OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL OR 
REVIEW BY ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE.—If an 
individual files an administrative appeal of the 
nonconfirmation within the time period speci-
fied in paragraph (6)(A), or files for review with 
an administrative law judge specified in para-
graph (7)(A), the employer shall not terminate 
the individual’s employment under this sub-
paragraph prior to the resolution of the admin-
istrative appeal unless the Secretary or Commis-
sioner terminates the stay under paragraph 
(6)(B) or (7)(B). 

‘‘(iv) WEEKLY REPORT.—The Director of U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services shall sub-
mit a weekly report to the Assistant Secretary 
for Immigration and Customs Enforcement that 
includes, for each individual who receives final 
nonconfirmation through the System— 

‘‘(I) the name of such individual; 
‘‘(II) his or her social security number or alien 

file number; 
‘‘(III) the name and contact information for 

his or her current employer; and 
‘‘(IV) any other critical information that the 

Assistant Secretary determines to be appro-
priate. 

‘‘(E) OBLIGATION TO RESPOND TO QUERIES AND 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Employers shall comply 
with requests for information from the Secretary 
and the Special Counsel for Immigration-Re-
lated Unfair Employment Practices of the De-
partment of Justice, including queries con-
cerning current and former employees, within 
the time frame during which records are re-
quired to be maintained under this section re-

garding such former employees, if such informa-
tion relates to the functioning of the System, the 
accuracy of the responses provided by the Sys-
tem, or any suspected misuse, discrimination, 
fraud, or identity theft in the use of the System. 
Failure to comply with a request under this 
clause constitutes a violation of subsection 
(a)(1)(B). 

‘‘(ii) ACTION BY INDIVIDUALS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Individuals being verified 

through the System may be required to take fur-
ther action to address questions identified by 
the Secretary or the Commissioner regarding the 
documents relied upon for purposes of sub-
section (c). 

‘‘(II) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 3 busi-
ness days after the receipt of such questions re-
garding an individual, or during such other rea-
sonable time as the Secretary may prescribe, the 
employer shall— 

‘‘(aa) notify the individual of any such re-
quirement for further actions; and 

‘‘(bb) record the date and manner of such no-
tification. 

‘‘(III) ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—The individual 
shall acknowledge the notification received from 
the employer under subclause (II) in writing, or 
in such other manner as the Secretary may pre-
scribe. 

‘‘(iii) RULEMAKING.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consulta-

tion with the Commissioner and the Attorney 
General, is authorized to issue regulations im-
plementing, clarifying, and supplementing the 
requirements under this subparagraph— 

‘‘(aa) to facilitate the functioning, accuracy, 
and fairness of the System; 

‘‘(bb) to prevent misuse, discrimination, fraud, 
or identity theft in the use of the System; or 

‘‘(cc) to protect and maintain the confiden-
tiality of information that could be used to lo-
cate or otherwise place at risk of harm victims of 
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, stalking, and human trafficking, and of 
the applicant or beneficiary of any petition de-
scribed in section 384(a)(2) of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1367(a)(2)). 

‘‘(II) NOTICE.—The regulations issued under 
subclause (I) shall be— 

‘‘(aa) published in the Federal Register; and 
‘‘(bb) provided directly to all employers reg-

istered in the System. 
‘‘(F) DESIGNATED AGENTS.—The Secretary 

shall establish a process— 
‘‘(i) for certifying, on an annual basis or at 

such times as the Secretary may prescribe, des-
ignated agents and other System service pro-
viders seeking access to the System to perform 
verification queries on behalf of employers, 
based upon training, usage, privacy, and secu-
rity standards prescribed by the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) for ensuring that designated agents and 
other System service providers are subject to 
monitoring to the same extent as direct access 
users; and 

‘‘(iii) for establishing standards for certifi-
cation of electronic I–9 programs. 

‘‘(G) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE INFORMA-
TION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—No later than 3 months 
after the date of the enactment of the Border Se-
curity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act, the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary 
of Agriculture, the Commissioner, the Attorney 
General, the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, and the Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration, shall commence a cam-
paign to disseminate information respecting the 
procedures, rights, and remedies prescribed 
under this section. 

‘‘(ii) CAMPAIGN REQUIREMENTS.—The cam-
paign authorized under clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) shall be aimed at increasing the knowl-
edge of employers, employees, and the general 
public concerning employer and employee rights, 
responsibilities, and remedies under this section; 
and 
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‘‘(II) shall be coordinated with the public edu-

cation campaign conducted by U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. 

‘‘(iii) ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary shall assess 
the success of the campaign in achieving the 
goals of the campaign. 

‘‘(iv) AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT.—In order to 
carry out and assess the campaign under this 
subparagraph, the Secretary may, to the extent 
deemed appropriate and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, contract with public 
and private organizations for outreach and as-
sessment activities under the campaign. 

‘‘(v) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to carry 
out this paragraph $40,000,000 for each of the 
fiscal years 2014 through 2016. 

‘‘(H) AUTHORITY TO MODIFY INFORMATION RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Based on a regular review of the 
System and the document verification proce-
dures to identify misuse or fraudulent use and 
to assess the security of the documents and 
processes used to establish identity or employ-
ment authorized status, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Commissioner, after publica-
tion of notice in the Federal Register and an op-
portunity for public comment, may modify, if 
the Secretary determines that the modification is 
necessary to ensure that the System accurately 
and reliably determines the identity and em-
ployment authorized status of employees and 
maintain existing protections against misuse, 
discrimination, fraud, and identity theft— 

‘‘(i) the information that shall be presented to 
the employer by an individual; 

‘‘(ii) the information that shall be provided to 
the System by the employer; and 

‘‘(iii) the procedures that shall be followed by 
employers with respect to the process of 
verifying an individual through the System. 

‘‘(I) SELF-VERIFICATION.—Subject to appro-
priate safeguards to prevent misuse of the sys-
tem, the Secretary, in consultation with the 
Commissioner, shall establish a secure self- 
verification procedure to permit an individual 
who seeks to verify the individual’s own em-
ployment eligibility to contact the appropriate 
agency and, in a timely manner, correct or up-
date the information contained in the System. 

‘‘(5) PROTECTION FROM LIABILITY FOR ACTIONS 
TAKEN ON THE BASIS OF INFORMATION PROVIDED 
BY THE SYSTEM.—An employer shall not be liable 
to a job applicant, an employee, the Federal 
Government, or a State or local government, 
under Federal, State, or local criminal or civil 
law for any employment-related action taken 
with respect to a job applicant or employee in 
good faith reliance on information provided by 
the System. 

‘‘(6) ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An individual who is noti-

fied of a nonconfirmation may, not later than 10 
business days after the date that such notice is 
received, file an administrative appeal of such 
nonconfirmation with the Commissioner if the 
notice is based on records maintained by the 
Commissioner, or in any other case, with the 
Secretary. An individual who did not timely 
contest a further action notice timely received 
by that individual for which the individual ac-
knowledged receipt may not be granted a review 
under this paragraph. 

‘‘(B) ADMINISTRATIVE STAY OF NONCONFIRMA-
TION.—The nonconfirmation shall be automati-
cally stayed upon the timely filing of an admin-
istrative appeal, unless the nonconfirmation re-
sulted after the individual acknowledged receipt 
of the further action notice but failed to contact 
the appropriate agency within the time pro-
vided. The stay shall remain in effect until the 
resolution of the appeal, unless the Secretary or 
the Commissioner terminates the stay based on a 
determination that the administrative appeal is 
frivolous or filed for purposes of delay. 

‘‘(C) REVIEW FOR ERROR.—The Secretary and 
the Commissioner shall develop procedures for 
resolving administrative appeals regarding non-
confirmations based upon the information that 

the individual has provided, including any ad-
ditional evidence or argument that was not pre-
viously considered. Any such additional evi-
dence or argument shall be filed within 10 busi-
ness days of the date the appeal was originally 
filed. Appeals shall be resolved within 20 busi-
ness days after the individual has submitted all 
evidence and arguments the individual wishes to 
submit, or has stated in writing that there is no 
additional evidence that the individual wishes 
to submit. The Secretary and the Commissioner 
may, on a case by case basis for good cause, ex-
tend the filing and submission period in order to 
ensure accurate resolution of an appeal before 
the Secretary or the Commissioner. 

‘‘(D) PREPONDERANCE OF EVIDENCE.—Adminis-
trative appeal under this paragraph shall be 
limited to whether a nonconfirmation notice is 
supported by a preponderance of the evidence. 

‘‘(E) DAMAGES, FEES, AND COSTS.—No money 
damages, fees or costs may be awarded in the 
administrative appeal process under this para-
graph. 

‘‘(7) REVIEW BY ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date an individual receives a final de-
termination on an administrative appeal under 
paragraph (6), the individual may obtain review 
of such determination by filing a complaint with 
a Department of Justice administrative law 
judge in accordance with this paragraph. 

‘‘(B) STAY OF NONCONFIRMATION.—The non-
confirmation related to such final determination 
shall be automatically stayed upon the timely 
filing of a complaint under this paragraph, and 
the stay shall remain in effect until the resolu-
tion of the complaint, unless the administrative 
law judge determines that the action is frivolous 
or filed for purposes of delay. 

‘‘(C) SERVICE.—The respondent to complaint 
filed under this paragraph is either the Sec-
retary or the Commissioner, but not both, de-
pending upon who issued the administrative 
order under paragraph (6). In addition to serv-
ing the respondent, the plaintiff shall serve the 
Attorney General. 

‘‘(D) AUTHORITY OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
JUDGE.— 

‘‘(i) RULES OF PRACTICE.—The Secretary shall 
promulgate regulations regarding the rules of 
practice in appeals brought pursuant to this 
subsection. 

‘‘(ii) AUTHORITY OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW 
JUDGE.—The administrative law judge shall 
have power to— 

‘‘(I) terminate a stay of a nonconfirmation 
under subparagraph (B) if the administrative 
law judge determines that the action is frivolous 
or filed for purposes of delay; 

‘‘(II) adduce evidence at a hearing; 
‘‘(III) compel by subpoena the attendance of 

witnesses and the production of evidence at any 
designated place or hearing; 

‘‘(IV) resolve claims of identity theft; and 
‘‘(V) enter, upon the pleadings and any evi-

dence adduced at a hearing, a decision affirm-
ing or reversing the result of the agency, with or 
without remanding the cause for a rehearing. 

‘‘(iii) SUBPOENA.—In case of contumacy or re-
fusal to obey a subpoena lawfully issued under 
this section and upon application of the admin-
istrative law judge, an appropriate district court 
of the United States may issue an order requir-
ing compliance with such subpoena and any 
failure to obey such order may be punished by 
such court as a contempt of such court. 

‘‘(iv) TRAINING.—An administrative law judge 
hearing cases shall have special training re-
specting employment authorized status 
verification. 

‘‘(E) ORDER BY ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The administrative law 

judge shall issue and cause to be served to the 
parties in the proceeding an order which may be 
appealed as provided in subparagraph (G). 

‘‘(ii) CONTENTS OF ORDER.—Such an order 
shall uphold or reverse the final determination 
on the request for reconsideration and order lost 

wages and other appropriate remedies as pro-
vided in subparagraph (F). 

‘‘(F) COMPENSATION FOR ERROR.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In cases in which the ad-

ministrative law judge reverses the final deter-
mination of the Secretary or the Commissioner 
made under paragraph (6), and the administra-
tive law judge finds that— 

‘‘(I) the nonconfirmation was due to gross 
negligence or intentional misconduct of the em-
ployer, the administrative law judge may order 
the employer to pay the individual lost wages, 
and reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees in-
curred during administrative and judicial re-
view; or 

‘‘(II) such final determination was erroneous 
by reason of the negligence of the Secretary or 
the Commissioner, the administrative law judge 
may order the Secretary or the Commissioner to 
pay the individual lost wages, and reasonable 
costs and attorneys’ fees incurred during the 
administrative appeal and the administrative 
law judge review. 

‘‘(ii) CALCULATION OF LOST WAGES.—Lost 
wages shall be calculated based on the wage 
rate and work schedule that prevailed prior to 
termination. The individual shall be com-
pensated for wages lost beginning on the first 
scheduled work day after employment was ter-
minated and ending 120 days after completion of 
the administrative law judge’s review described 
in this paragraph or the day after the indi-
vidual is reinstated or obtains employment else-
where, whichever occurs first. If the individual 
obtains employment elsewhere at a lower wage 
rate, the individual shall be compensated for the 
difference in wages for the period ending 120 
days after completion of the administrative law 
judge review process. No lost wages shall be 
awarded for any period of time during which 
the individual was not in employment author-
ized status. 

‘‘(iii) PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION.—Notwith-
standing any other law, payment of compensa-
tion for lost wages, costs, and attorneys’ fees 
under this paragraph, or compromise settlements 
of the same, shall be made as provided by sec-
tion 1304 of title 31, United States Code. Appro-
priations made available to the Secretary or the 
Commissioner, accounts provided for under sec-
tion 286, and funds from the Federal Old-Age 
and Survivors Insurance Trust Fund or the Fed-
eral Disability Insurance Trust Fund shall not 
be available to pay such compensation. 

‘‘(G) APPEAL.—No later than 45 days after the 
entry of such final order, any person adversely 
affected by such final order may seek review of 
such order in the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the circuit in which the violation is al-
leged to have occurred or in which the employer 
resides or transacts business. 

‘‘(8) MANAGEMENT OF THE SYSTEM.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-

ized to establish, manage, and modify the Sys-
tem, which shall— 

‘‘(i) respond to inquiries made by partici-
pating employers at any time through the inter-
net, or such other means as the Secretary may 
designate, concerning an individual’s identity 
and whether the individual is in employment 
authorized status; 

‘‘(ii) maintain records of the inquiries that 
were made, of confirmations provided (or not 
provided), and of the codes provided to employ-
ers as evidence of their compliance with their 
obligations under the System; and 

‘‘(iii) provide information to, and require ac-
tion by, employers and individuals using the 
System. 

‘‘(B) DESIGN AND OPERATION OF SYSTEM.—The 
System shall be designed and operated— 

‘‘(i) to maximize its reliability and ease of use 
by employers consistent with protecting the pri-
vacy and security of the underlying informa-
tion, and ensuring full notice of such use to em-
ployees; 

‘‘(ii) to maximize its ease of use by employees, 
including direct notification of its use, of re-
sults, and ability to challenge results; 
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‘‘(iii) to respond accurately to all inquiries 

made by employers on whether individuals are 
authorized to be employed and to register any 
times when the system is unable to receive in-
quiries; 

‘‘(iv) to maintain appropriate administrative, 
technical, and physical safeguards to prevent 
unauthorized disclosure of personal informa-
tion, misuse by employers and employees, and 
discrimination; 

‘‘(v) to require regularly scheduled refresher 
training of all users of the System to ensure 
compliance with all procedures; 

‘‘(vi) to allow for auditing of the use of the 
System to detect misuse, discrimination, fraud, 
and identity theft, to protect privacy and assess 
System accuracy, and to preserve the integrity 
and security of the information in all of the Sys-
tem, including— 

‘‘(I) to develop and use tools and processes to 
detect or prevent fraud and identity theft, such 
as multiple uses of the same identifying infor-
mation or documents to fraudulently gain em-
ployment; 

‘‘(II) to develop and use tools and processes to 
detect and prevent misuse of the system by em-
ployers and employees; 

‘‘(III) to develop tools and processes to detect 
anomalies in the use of the system that may in-
dicate potential fraud or misuse of the system; 

‘‘(IV) to audit documents and information 
submitted by employees to employers, including 
authority to conduct interviews with employers 
and employees, and obtain information con-
cerning employment from the employer; 

‘‘(vii) to confirm identity and employment au-
thorization through verification and comparison 
of records as determined necessary by the Sec-
retary; 

‘‘(viii) to confirm electronically the issuance 
of the employment authorization or identity 
document and— 

‘‘(I) if such photograph is available, to dis-
play the digital photograph that the issuer 
placed on the document so that the employer 
can compare the photograph displayed to the 
photograph on the document presented by the 
employee; or 

‘‘(II) if a photograph is not available from the 
issuer, to confirm the authenticity of the docu-
ment using such alternative procedures as the 
Secretary may specify; and 

‘‘(ix) to provide appropriate notification di-
rectly to employers registered with the System of 
all changes made by the Secretary or the Com-
missioner related to allowed and prohibited doc-
uments, and use of the System. 

‘‘(C) SAFEGUARDS TO THE SYSTEM.— 
‘‘(i) REQUIREMENT TO DEVELOP.—The Sec-

retary, in consultation with the Commissioner 
and other appropriate Federal and State agen-
cies, shall develop policies and procedures to en-
sure protection of the privacy and security of 
personally identifiable information and identi-
fiers contained in the records accessed or main-
tained by the System. The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Commissioner and other ap-
propriate Federal and State agencies, shall de-
velop and deploy appropriate privacy and secu-
rity training for the Federal and State employ-
ees accessing the records under the System. 

‘‘(ii) PRIVACY AUDITS.—The Secretary, acting 
through the Chief Privacy Officer of the Depart-
ment, shall conduct regular privacy audits of 
the policies and procedures established under 
clause (i), including any collection, use, dissemi-
nation, and maintenance of personally identifi-
able information and any associated informa-
tion technology systems, as well as scope of re-
quests for this information. The Chief Privacy 
Officer shall review the results of the audits and 
recommend to the Secretary any changes nec-
essary to improve the privacy protections of the 
program. 

‘‘(iii) ACCURACY AUDITS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later than November 30 

of each year, the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Homeland Security shall submit a 

report to the Secretary, with a copy to the Presi-
dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, that sets forth the error rate 
of the System for the previous fiscal year and 
the assessments required to be submitted by the 
Secretary under subparagraphs (A) and (B) of 
paragraph (10). The report shall describe in de-
tail the methodology employed for purposes of 
the report, and shall make recommendations for 
how error rates may be reduced. 

‘‘(II) ERROR RATE DEFINED.—In this clause, 
the term ‘error rate’ means the percentage deter-
mined by dividing— 

‘‘(aa) the number of employment authorized 
individuals who received further action notices, 
contested such notices, and were subsequently 
found to be employment authorized; by 

‘‘(bb) the number of System inquiries sub-
mitted for employment authorized individuals. 

‘‘(III) REDUCTION OF PENALTIES FOR RECORD-
KEEPING OR VERIFICATION PRACTICES FOLLOWING 
PERSISTENT SYSTEM INACCURACIES.—Notwith-
standing subsection (e)(4)(C)(i), in any calendar 
year following a report by the Inspector General 
under subclause (I) that the System had an 
error rate higher than 0.3 percent for the pre-
vious fiscal year, the civil penalty assessable by 
the Secretary or an administrative law judge 
under that subsection for each first-time viola-
tion by an employer who has not previously 
been penalized under this section may not ex-
ceed $1,000. 

‘‘(iv) RECORDS SECURITY PROGRAM.—Any per-
son, including a private third party vendor, who 
retains document verification or System data 
pursuant to this section shall implement an ef-
fective records security program that— 

‘‘(I) ensures that only authorized personnel 
have access to document verification or System 
data; and 

‘‘(II) ensures that whenever such data is cre-
ated, completed, updated, modified, altered, or 
corrected in electronic format, a secure and per-
manent record is created that establishes the 
date of access, the identity of the individual 
who accessed the electronic record, and the par-
ticular action taken. 

‘‘(v) RECORDS SECURITY PROGRAM.—In addi-
tion to the security measures described in clause 
(iv), a private third party vendor who retains 
document verification or System data pursuant 
to this section shall implement an effective 
records security program that— 

‘‘(I) provides for backup and recovery of any 
records maintained in electronic format to pro-
tect against information loss, such as power 
interruptions; and 

‘‘(II) ensures that employees are trained to 
minimize the risk of unauthorized or accidental 
alteration or erasure of such data in electronic 
format. 

‘‘(vi) AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL DEFINED.—In 
this subparagraph, the term ‘authorized per-
sonnel’ means anyone registered as a System 
user, or anyone with partial or full responsi-
bility for completion of employment authoriza-
tion verification or retention of data in connec-
tion with employment authorization verification 
on behalf of an employer. 

‘‘(D) AVAILABLE FACILITIES AND ALTERNATIVE 
ACCOMMODATIONS.—The Secretary shall make 
appropriate arrangements and develop stand-
ards to allow employers or employees, including 
remote hires, who are otherwise unable to access 
the System to use electronic and telephonic for-
mats (including video conferencing, scanning 
technology, and other available technologies), 
Federal Government facilities, public facilities, 
or other available locations in order to utilize 
the System. 

‘‘(E) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SECRETARY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—As part of the System, the 

Secretary shall maintain a reliable, secure meth-
od, which, operating through the System and 
within the time periods specified, compares the 
name, alien identification or authorization 
number, or other information as determined rel-
evant by the Secretary, provided in an inquiry 

against such information maintained or 
accessed by the Secretary in order to confirm (or 
not confirm) the validity of the information pro-
vided, the correspondence of the name and num-
ber, whether the alien has employment author-
ized status (or, to the extent that the Secretary 
determines to be feasible and appropriate, 
whether the records available to the Secretary 
verify the identity or status of a national of the 
United States), and such other information as 
the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(ii) PHOTOGRAPH DISPLAY.—As part of the 
System, the Secretary shall establish a reliable, 
secure method, which, operating through the 
System, displays the digital photograph de-
scribed in subparagraph (B)(viii)(I). 

‘‘(iii) TIMING OF NOTICES.—The Secretary shall 
have authority to prescribe when a confirma-
tion, nonconfirmation, or further action notice 
shall be issued. 

‘‘(iv) USE OF INFORMATION.—The Secretary 
shall perform regular audits under the System, 
as described in subparagraph (B)(vi) and shall 
utilize the information obtained from such au-
dits, as well as any information obtained from 
the Commissioner pursuant to part E of title XI 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1301 et 
seq.), for the purposes of this section and to ad-
minister and enforce the immigration laws. 

‘‘(v) IDENTITY FRAUD PROTECTION.—To pre-
vent identity fraud, not later than 18 months 
after the date of the enactment of the Border Se-
curity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act, the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(I) in consultation with the Commissioner, 
establish a program to provide a reliable, secure 
method for an individual to temporarily suspend 
or limit the use of the individual’s social secu-
rity account number or other identifying infor-
mation for verification by the System; and 

‘‘(II) for each individual being verified 
through the System— 

‘‘(aa) notify the individual that the individual 
has the option to limit the use of the individ-
ual’s social security account number or other 
identifying information for verification by the 
System; and 

‘‘(bb) provide instructions to the individuals 
for exercising the option referred to in item (aa). 

‘‘(vi) ALLOWING PARENTS TO PREVENT THEFT 
OF THEIR CHILD’S IDENTITY.—The Secretary, in 
consultation with the Commissioner, shall estab-
lish a program that provides a reliable, secure 
method by which parents or legal guardians 
may suspend or limit the use of the social secu-
rity account number or other identifying infor-
mation of a minor under their care for the pur-
poses of the System. The Secretary may imple-
ment the program on a limited pilot program 
basis before making it fully available to all indi-
viduals. 

‘‘(vii) PROTECTION FROM MULTIPLE USE.—The 
Secretary and the Commissioner shall establish 
a procedure for identifying and handling a situ-
ation in which a social security account number 
has been identified to be subject to unusual mul-
tiple use in the System or is otherwise suspected 
or determined to have been compromised by 
identity fraud. 

‘‘(viii) MONITORING AND COMPLIANCE UNIT.— 
The Secretary shall establish or designate a 
monitoring and compliance unit to detect and 
reduce identity fraud and other misuse of the 
System. 

‘‘(ix) CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES AS-
SESSMENTS.— 

‘‘(I) REQUIREMENT TO CONDUCT.—The Sec-
retary shall conduct regular civil rights and 
civil liberties assessments of the System, includ-
ing participation by employers, other private en-
tities, and Federal, State, and local government 
entities. 

‘‘(II) REQUIREMENT TO RESPOND.—Employers, 
other private entities, and Federal, State, and 
local entities shall timely respond to any request 
in connection with such an assessment. 

‘‘(III) ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS.— 
The Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 
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of the Department shall review the results of 
each such assessment and recommend to the 
Secretary any changes necessary to improve the 
civil rights and civil liberties protections of the 
System. 

‘‘(F) GRANTS TO STATES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall create 

and administer a grant program to help provide 
funding for States that grant— 

‘‘(I) the Secretary access to driver’s license in-
formation as needed to confirm that a driver’s 
license presented under subsection (c)(1)(D)(i) 
confirms the identity of the subject of the Sys-
tem check, and that a driver’s license matches 
the State’s records; and 

‘‘(II) such assistance as the Secretary may re-
quest in order to resolve further action notices 
or nonconfirmations relating to such informa-
tion. 

‘‘(ii) CONSTRUCTION WITH THE DRIVER’S PRI-
VACY PROTECTION ACT OF 1994.—The provision of 
a photograph to the Secretary as described in 
clause (i) may not be construed as a violation of 
section 2721 of title 18, United States Code, and 
is a permissible use under subsection (b)(1) of 
that section. 

‘‘(iii) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary $250,000,000 to carry out this subpara-
graph. 

‘‘(G) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE.—As part of the System, the Secretary of 
State shall provide to the Secretary access to 
passport and visa information as needed to con-
firm that a passport, passport card, or visa pre-
sented under subsection (c)(1)(C) confirms the 
identity of the subject of the System check, and 
that a passport, passport card, or visa photo-
graph matches the Secretary of State’s records, 
and shall provide such assistance as the Sec-
retary may request in order to resolve further 
action notices or nonconfirmations relating to 
such information. 

‘‘(H) UPDATING INFORMATION.—The Commis-
sioner, the Secretary, and the Secretary of State 
shall update their information in a manner that 
promotes maximum accuracy and shall provide 
a process for the prompt correction of erroneous 
information. 

‘‘(9) LIMITATION ON USE OF THE SYSTEM.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, noth-
ing in this subsection may be construed to per-
mit or allow any department, bureau, or other 
agency of the United States Government or any 
other entity to utilize any information, data-
base, or other records assembled under this sub-
section for any purpose other than for employ-
ment verification or to ensure secure, appro-
priate and nondiscriminatory use of the System. 

‘‘(10) ANNUAL REPORT AND CERTIFICATION.— 
Not later than 18 months after the promulgation 
of regulations to implement this subsection, and 
annually thereafter, the Secretary shall submit 
to Congress a report that includes the following: 

‘‘(A) An assessment, as submitted to the Sec-
retary by the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security pursuant to para-
graph (8)(C)(iii)(I), of the accuracy rates of fur-
ther action notices and other System notices 
provided by employers to individuals who are 
authorized to be employed in the United States. 

‘‘(B) An assessment, as submitted to the Sec-
retary by the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security pursuant to para-
graph (8)(C)(iii)(I), of the accuracy rates of fur-
ther action notices and other System notices 
provided directly (by the System) in a timely 
fashion to individuals who are not authorized to 
be employed in the United States. 

‘‘(C) An assessment of any challenges faced 
by small employers in utilizing the System. 

‘‘(D) An assessment of the rate of employer 
noncompliance (in addition to failure to provide 
required notices in a timely fashion) in each of 
the following categories: 

‘‘(i) Taking adverse action based on a further 
action notice. 

‘‘(ii) Use of the System for nonemployees or 
other individuals before they are offered em-
ployment. 

‘‘(iii) Use of the System to reverify employ-
ment authorized status of current employees ex-
cept if authorized to do so. 

‘‘(iv) Use of the System selectively, except in 
cases in which such use is authorized. 

‘‘(v) Use of the System to deny employment or 
post-employment benefits or otherwise interfere 
with labor rights. 

‘‘(vi) Requiring employees or applicants to use 
any self-verification feature or to provide self- 
verification results. 

‘‘(vii) Discouraging individuals who receive a 
further action notice from challenging the fur-
ther action notice or appealing a determination 
made by the System. 

‘‘(E) An assessment of the rate of employee 
noncompliance in each of the following cat-
egories: 

‘‘(i) Obtaining employment when unauthor-
ized with an employer complying with the Sys-
tem in good faith. 

‘‘(ii) Failure to provide required documents in 
a timely manner. 

‘‘(iii) Attempting to use fraudulent documents 
or documents not related to the individual. 

‘‘(iv) Misuse of the administrative appeal and 
judicial review process. 

‘‘(F) An assessment of the amount of time 
taken for— 

‘‘(i) the System to provide the confirmation or 
further action notice; 

‘‘(ii) individuals to contest further action no-
tices; 

‘‘(iii) the System to provide a confirmation or 
nonconfirmation of a contested further action 
notice; 

‘‘(iv) individuals to file an administrative ap-
peal of a nonconfirmation; and 

‘‘(v) resolving administrative appeals regard-
ing nonconfirmations. 

‘‘(11) ANNUAL GAO STUDY AND REPORT.— 
‘‘(A) REQUIREMENT.—The Comptroller General 

shall, for each year, undertake a study to evalu-
ate the accuracy, efficiency, integrity, and im-
pact of the System. 

‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after 
the promulgation of regulations to implement 
this subsection, and yearly thereafter, the 
Comptroller General shall submit to Congress a 
report containing the findings of the study car-
ried out under this paragraph. Each such report 
shall include, at a minimum, the following: 

‘‘(i) An assessment of System performance 
with respect to the rate at which individuals 
who are eligible for employment in the United 
States are correctly approved within the re-
quired periods, including a separate assessment 
of such rate for naturalized United States citi-
zens, nationals of the United States, and aliens. 

‘‘(ii) An assessment of the privacy and con-
fidentiality of the System and of the overall se-
curity of the System with respect to cybertheft 
and theft or misuse of private data. 

‘‘(iii) An assessment of whether the System is 
being implemented in a manner that is not dis-
criminatory or used for retaliation against em-
ployees. 

‘‘(iv) An assessment of the most common 
causes for the erroneous issuance of noncon-
firmations by the System and recommendations 
to correct such causes. 

‘‘(v) The recommendations of the Comptroller 
General regarding System improvements. 

‘‘(vi) An assessment of the frequency and 
magnitude of changes made to the System and 
the impact on the ability for employers to com-
ply in good faith. 

‘‘(vii) An assessment of the direct and indirect 
costs incurred by employers in complying with 
the System, including costs associated with re-
taining potential employees through the admin-
istrative appeals process and receiving a non-
confirmation. 

‘‘(viii) An assessment of any backlogs or 
delays in the System providing the confirmation 

or further action notice and impacts to hiring by 
employers. 

‘‘(e) COMPLIANCE.— 
‘‘(1) COMPLAINTS AND INVESTIGATIONS.—The 

Secretary shall establish procedures— 
‘‘(A) for individuals and entities to file com-

plaints respecting potential violations of sub-
sections (a) or (f)(1); 

‘‘(B) for the investigation of those complaints 
which the Secretary deems appropriate to inves-
tigate; and 

‘‘(C) for providing notification to the Special 
Counsel for Immigration-Related Unfair Em-
ployment Practices of the Department of Justice 
of potential violations of section 274B. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITY IN INVESTIGATIONS.—In con-
ducting investigations and proceedings under 
this subsection— 

‘‘(A) immigration officers shall have reason-
able access to examine evidence of the employer 
being investigated; 

‘‘(B) immigration officers designated by the 
Secretary, and administrative law judges and 
other persons authorized to conduct proceedings 
under this section, may compel by subpoena the 
attendance of relevant witnesses and the pro-
duction of relevant evidence at any designated 
place in an investigation or case under this sub-
section. In case of refusal to fully comply with 
a subpoena lawfully issued under this para-
graph, the Secretary may request that the Attor-
ney General apply in an appropriate district 
court of the United States for an order requiring 
compliance with the subpoena, and any failure 
to obey such order may be punished by the court 
as contempt. Failure to cooperate with the sub-
poena shall be subject to further penalties, in-
cluding further fines and the voiding of any 
mitigation of penalties or termination of pro-
ceedings under paragraph (4)(E); and 

‘‘(C) the Secretary, in cooperation with the 
Commissioner and Attorney General, and in 
consultation with other relevant agencies, shall 
establish a Joint Employment Fraud Task Force 
consisting of, at a minimum— 

‘‘(i) the System’s compliance personnel; 
‘‘(ii) immigration law enforcement officers; 
‘‘(iii) personnel of the Office of Special Coun-

sel for Immigration-Related Unfair Employment 
Practices of the Department of Justice; 

‘‘(iv) personnel of the Office for Civil Rights 
and Civil Liberties of the Department; and 

‘‘(v) personnel of Office of Inspector General 
of the Social Security Administration. 

‘‘(3) COMPLIANCE PROCEDURES.— 
‘‘(A) PRE-PENALTY NOTICE.—If the Secretary 

has reasonable cause to believe that there has 
been a civil violation of this section in the pre-
vious 3 years, the Secretary shall issue to the 
employer concerned a written notice of the De-
partment’s intention to issue a claim for a mone-
tary or other penalty. Such pre-penalty notice 
shall— 

‘‘(i) describe the violation; 
‘‘(ii) specify the laws and regulations alleg-

edly violated; 
‘‘(iii) disclose the material facts which estab-

lish the alleged violation; 
‘‘(iv) describe the penalty sought to be im-

posed; and 
‘‘(v) inform such employer that such employer 

shall have a reasonable opportunity to make 
representations as to why a monetary or other 
penalty should not be imposed. 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYER’S RESPONSE.—Whenever any 
employer receives written pre-penalty notice of a 
fine or other penalty in accordance with sub-
paragraph (A), the employer may, within 60 
days from receipt of such notice, file with the 
Secretary its written response to the notice. The 
response may include any relevant evidence or 
proffer of evidence that the employer wishes to 
present with respect to whether the employer 
violated this section and whether, if so, the pen-
alty should be mitigated, and shall be filed and 
considered in accordance with procedures to be 
established by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) RIGHT TO A HEARING.—Before issuance of 
an order imposing a penalty on any employer, 
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person, or entity, the employer, person, or entity 
shall be entitled to a hearing before an adminis-
trative law judge, if requested within 60 days of 
the notice of penalty. The hearing shall be held 
at the nearest location practicable to the place 
where the employer, person, or entity resides or 
of the place where the alleged violation oc-
curred. 

‘‘(D) ISSUANCE OF ORDERS.—If no hearing is so 
requested, the Secretary’s imposition of the 
order shall constitute a final and unappealable 
order. If a hearing is requested and the adminis-
trative law judge determines, upon clear and 
convincing evidence received, that there was a 
violation, the administrative law judge shall 
issue the final determination with a written 
penalty claim. The penalty claim shall specify 
all charges in the information provided under 
clauses (i) through (iii) of subparagraph (A) and 
any mitigation of the penalty that the adminis-
trative law judge deems appropriate under para-
graph (4)(E). 

‘‘(4) CIVIL PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(A) HIRING OR CONTINUING TO EMPLOY UNAU-

THORIZED ALIENS.—Any employer that violates 
any provision of subsection (a)(1)(A) or (a)(2) 
shall— 

‘‘(i) pay a civil penalty of not less than $3,500 
and not more than $7,500 for each unauthorized 
alien with respect to which each violation of ei-
ther subsection (a)(1)(A) or (a)(2) occurred; 

‘‘(ii) if the employer has previously been fined 
as a result of a previous enforcement action or 
previous violation under this paragraph, pay a 
civil penalty of not less than $5,000 and not 
more than $15,000 for each unauthorized alien 
with respect to which a violation of either sub-
section (a)(1)(A) or (a)(2) occurred; and 

‘‘(iii) if the employer has previously been fined 
more than once under this paragraph, pay a 
civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not 
more than $25,000 for each unauthorized alien 
with respect to which a violation of either sub-
section (a)(1)(A) or (a)(2) occurred. 

‘‘(B) ENHANCED PENALTIES.—After the Sec-
retary certifies to Congress that the System has 
been established, implemented, and made man-
datory for use by all employers in the United 
States, the Secretary may establish an enhanced 
civil penalty for an employer who— 

‘‘(i) fails to query the System to verify the 
identify and work authorized status of an indi-
vidual; and 

‘‘(ii) violates a Federal, State, or local law re-
lated to— 

‘‘(I) the payment of wages; 
‘‘(II) hours worked by employees; or 
‘‘(III) workplace health and safety. 
‘‘(C) RECORDKEEPING OR VERIFICATION PRAC-

TICES.—Any employer that violates or fails to 
comply with any requirement under subsection 
(a)(1)(B), other than a minor or inadvertent 
failure, as determined by the Secretary, shall 
pay a civil penalty of— 

‘‘(i) not less than $500 and not more than 
$2,000 for each violation; 

‘‘(ii) if an employer has previously been fined 
under this paragraph, not less than $1,000 and 
not more than $4,000 for each violation; and 

‘‘(iii) if an employer has previously been fined 
more than once under this paragraph, not less 
than $2,000 and not more than $8,000 for each 
violation. 

‘‘(D) OTHER PENALTIES.—The Secretary may 
impose additional penalties for violations, in-
cluding cease and desist orders, specially de-
signed compliance plans to prevent further vio-
lations, suspended fines to take effect in the 
event of a further violation, and in appropriate 
cases, the remedy provided by paragraph (f)(2). 

‘‘(E) MITIGATION.—The Secretary or, if an em-
ployer requests a hearing, the administrative 
law judge, is authorized, upon such terms and 
conditions as the Secretary or administrative 
law judge deems reasonable and just and in ac-
cordance with such procedures as the Secretary 
may establish or any procedures established 
governing the administrative law judge’s assess-

ment of penalties, to reduce or mitigate penalties 
imposed upon employers, based upon factors in-
cluding, the employer’s hiring volume, compli-
ance history, good-faith implementation of a 
compliance program, the size and level of so-
phistication of the employer, and voluntary dis-
closure of violations of this subsection to the 
Secretary. The Secretary or administrative law 
judge shall not mitigate a penalty below the 
minimum penalty provided by this section, ex-
cept that the Secretary may, in the case of an 
employer subject to penalty for recordkeeping or 
verification violations only who has not pre-
viously been penalized under this section, in the 
Secretary’s or administrative law judge’s discre-
tion, mitigate the penalty below the statutory 
minimum or remit it entirely. In any case where 
a civil money penalty has been imposed on an 
employer under section 274B for an action or 
omission that is also a violation of this section, 
the Secretary or administrative law judge shall 
mitigate any civil money penalty under this sec-
tion by the amount of the penalty imposed 
under section 274B. 

‘‘(F) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The civil money pen-
alty amounts and the enhanced penalties pro-
vided by subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) of this 
paragraph and by subsection (f)(2) shall apply 
to violations of this section committed on or 
after the date that is 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of the Border Security, Economic Op-
portunity, and Immigration Modernization Act. 
For violations committed prior to such date of 
enactment, the civil money penalty amounts 
provided by regulations implementing this sec-
tion as in effect the minute before such date of 
enactment with respect to knowing hiring or 
continuing employment, verification, or indem-
nity bond violations, as appropriate, shall 
apply. 

‘‘(5) ORDER OF INTERNAL REVIEW AND CERTIFI-
CATION OF COMPLIANCE.— 

‘‘(A) EMPLOYER COMPLIANCE.—If the Sec-
retary has reasonable cause to believe that an 
employer has failed to comply with this section, 
the Secretary is authorized, at any time, to re-
quire that the employer certify that it is in com-
pliance with this section, or has instituted a 
program to come into compliance. 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYER CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(i) REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (C), not later than 60 days after 
receiving a notice from the Secretary requiring a 
certification under subparagraph (A), an offi-
cial with responsibility for, and authority to 
bind the company on, all hiring and immigra-
tion compliance notices shall certify under pen-
alty of perjury that the employer is in conform-
ance with the requirements of paragraphs (1) 
through (4) of subsection (c), pertaining to doc-
ument verification requirements, and with sub-
section (d), pertaining to the System (once the 
System is implemented with respect to that em-
ployer according to the requirements under sub-
section (d)(2)), and with any additional require-
ments that the Secretary may promulgate by 
regulation pursuant to subsection (c) or (d) or 
that the employer has instituted a program to 
come into compliance with these requirements. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICATION.—Clause (i) shall not apply 
until the date that the Secretary certifies to 
Congress that the System has been established, 
implemented, and made mandatory for use by 
all employers in the United States. 

‘‘(C) EXTENSION OF DEADLINE.—At the request 
of the employer, the Secretary may extend the 
60-day deadline for good cause. 

‘‘(D) STANDARDS OR METHODS.—The Secretary 
is authorized to publish in the Federal Register 
standards or methods for such certification, re-
quire specific recordkeeping practices with re-
spect to such certifications, and audit the 
records thereof at any time. This authority shall 
not be construed to diminish or qualify any 
other penalty provided by this section. 

‘‘(6) REQUIREMENTS FOR REVIEW OF A FINAL 
DETERMINATION.—With respect to judicial re-
view of a final determination or penalty order 

issued under paragraph (3)(D), the following re-
quirements apply: 

‘‘(A) DEADLINE.—The petition for review must 
be filed no later than 30 days after the date of 
the final determination or penalty order issued 
under paragraph (3)(D). 

‘‘(B) VENUE AND FORMS.—The petition for re-
view shall be filed with the court of appeals for 
the judicial circuit where the employer’s prin-
cipal place of business was located when the 
final determination or penalty order was made. 
The record and briefs do not have to be printed. 
The court shall review the proceeding on a type-
written or electronically filed record and briefs. 

‘‘(C) SERVICE.—The respondent is the Sec-
retary. In addition to serving the respondent, 
the petitioner shall serve the Attorney General. 

‘‘(D) PETITIONER’S BRIEF.—The petitioner 
shall serve and file a brief in connection with a 
petition for judicial review not later than 40 
days after the date on which the administrative 
record is available, and may serve and file a 
reply brief not later than 14 days after service of 
the brief of the respondent, and the court may 
not extend these deadlines, except for good 
cause shown. If a petitioner fails to file a brief 
within the time provided in this paragraph, the 
court shall dismiss the appeal unless a manifest 
injustice would result. 

‘‘(E) SCOPE AND STANDARD FOR REVIEW.—The 
court of appeals shall conduct a de novo review 
of the administrative record on which the final 
determination was based and any additional 
evidence that the Court finds was previously 
unavailable at the time of the administrative 
hearing. 

‘‘(F) EXHAUSTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE REM-
EDIES.—A court may review a final determina-
tion under paragraph (3)(C) only if— 

‘‘(i) the petitioner has exhausted all adminis-
trative remedies available to the petitioner as of 
right, including any administrative remedies es-
tablished by regulation, and 

‘‘(ii) another court has not decided the valid-
ity of the order, unless the reviewing court finds 
that the petition presents grounds that could 
not have been presented in the prior judicial 
proceeding or that the remedy provided by the 
prior proceeding was inadequate or ineffective 
to test the validity of the order. 

‘‘(G) ENFORCEMENT OF ORDERS.—If the final 
determination issued against the employer 
under this subsection is not subjected to review 
as provided in this paragraph, the Attorney 
General, upon request by the Secretary, may 
bring a civil action to enforce compliance with 
the final determination in any appropriate dis-
trict court of the United States. The court, on a 
proper showing, shall issue a temporary re-
straining order or a preliminary or permanent 
injunction requiring that the employer comply 
with the final determination issued against that 
employer under this subsection. In any such 
civil action, the validity and appropriateness of 
the final determination shall not be subject to 
review. 

‘‘(7) CREATION OF LIEN.—If any employer lia-
ble for a fee or penalty under this section ne-
glects or refuses to pay such liability after de-
mand and fails to file a petition for review (if 
applicable) as provided in paragraph (6), the 
amount of the fee or penalty shall be a lien in 
favor of the United States on all property and 
rights to property, whether real or personal, be-
longing to such employer. If a petition for re-
view is filed as provided in paragraph (6), the 
lien shall arise upon the entry of a final judg-
ment by the court. The lien continues for 20 
years or until the liability is satisfied, remitted, 
set aside, or terminated. 

‘‘(8) FILING NOTICE OF LIEN.— 
‘‘(A) PLACE FOR FILING.—The notice of a lien 

referred to in paragraph (7) shall be filed as de-
scribed in 1 of the following: 

‘‘(i) UNDER STATE LAWS.— 
‘‘(I) REAL PROPERTY.—In the case of real 

property, in 1 office within the State (or the 
county, or other governmental subdivision), as 
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designated by the laws of such State, in which 
the property subject to the lien is situated. 

‘‘(II) PERSONAL PROPERTY.—In the case of 
personal property, whether tangible or intan-
gible, in 1 office within the State (or the county, 
or other governmental subdivision), as des-
ignated by the laws of such State, in which the 
property subject to the lien is situated, except 
that State law merely conforming to or re-
enacting Federal law establishing a national fil-
ing system does not constitute a second office 
for filing as designated by the laws of such 
State. 

‘‘(ii) WITH CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT.—In the 
office of the clerk of the United States district 
court for the judicial district in which the prop-
erty subject to the lien is situated, whenever the 
State has not by law designated 1 office which 
meets the requirements of clause (i). 

‘‘(iii) WITH RECORDER OF DEEDS OF THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA.—In the office of the Re-
corder of Deeds of the District of Columbia, if 
the property subject to the lien is situated in the 
District of Columbia. 

‘‘(B) SITUS OF PROPERTY SUBJECT TO LIEN.— 
For purposes of subparagraph (A), property 
shall be deemed to be situated as follows: 

‘‘(i) REAL PROPERTY.—In the case of real 
property, at its physical location. 

‘‘(ii) PERSONAL PROPERTY.—In the case of per-
sonal property, whether tangible or intangible, 
at the residence of the taxpayer at the time the 
notice of lien is filed. 

‘‘(C) DETERMINATION OF RESIDENCE.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (B)(ii), the residence of a 
corporation or partnership shall be deemed to be 
the place at which the principal executive office 
of the business is located, and the residence of 
a taxpayer whose residence is outside the 
United States shall be deemed to be in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

‘‘(D) EFFECT OF FILING NOTICE OF LIEN.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Upon filing of a notice of 

lien in the manner described in this paragraph, 
the lien shall be valid against any purchaser, 
holder of a security interest, mechanic’s lien, or 
judgment lien creditor, except with respect to 
properties or transactions specified in subsection 
(b), (c), or (d) of section 6323 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 for which a notice of tax 
lien properly filed on the same date would not 
be valid. 

‘‘(ii) NOTICE OF LIEN.—The notice of lien shall 
be considered a notice of lien for taxes payable 
to the United States for the purpose of any State 
or local law providing for the filing of a notice 
of a tax lien. A notice of lien that is registered, 
recorded, docketed, or indexed in accordance 
with the rules and requirements relating to 
judgments of the courts of the State where the 
notice of lien is registered, recorded, docketed, 
or indexed shall be considered for all purposes 
as the filing prescribed by this section. 

‘‘(iii) OTHER PROVISIONS.—The provisions of 
section 3201(e) of title 28, United States Code, 
shall apply to liens filed as prescribed by this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(E) ENFORCEMENT OF A LIEN.—A lien ob-
tained through this paragraph shall be consid-
ered a debt as defined by section 3002 of title 28, 
United States Code and enforceable pursuant to 
chapter 176 of such title. 

‘‘(9) ATTORNEY GENERAL ADJUDICATION.—The 
Attorney General shall have jurisdiction to ad-
judicate administrative proceedings under this 
subsection. Such proceedings shall be conducted 
in accordance with requirements of section 554 
of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(f) CRIMINAL AND CIVIL PENALTIES AND IN-
JUNCTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) PROHIBITION OF INDEMNITY BONDS.—It is 
unlawful for an employer, in the hiring of any 
individual, to require the individual to post a 
bond or security, to pay or agree to pay an 
amount, or otherwise to provide a financial 
guarantee or indemnity, against any potential 
liability arising under this section relating to 
such hiring of the individual. 

‘‘(2) CIVIL PENALTY.—Any employer who is de-
termined, after notice and opportunity for miti-
gation of the monetary penalty under subsection 
(e), to have violated paragraph (1) shall be sub-
ject to a civil penalty of $10,000 for each viola-
tion and to an administrative order requiring 
the return of any amounts received in violation 
of such paragraph to the employee or, if the em-
ployee cannot be located, to the general fund of 
the Treasury. 

‘‘(g) GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS.— 
‘‘(1) CONTRACTORS AND RECIPIENTS.—When-

ever an employer who is a Federal contractor 
(meaning an employer who holds a Federal con-
tract, grant, or cooperative agreement, or rea-
sonably may be expected to submit an offer for 
or be awarded a government contract) is deter-
mined by the Secretary to have violated this sec-
tion on more than 3 occasions or is convicted of 
a crime under this section, the employer shall be 
considered for debarment from the receipt of 
Federal contracts, grants, or cooperative agree-
ments in accordance with the procedures and 
standards and for the periods prescribed by the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation. However, any 
administrative determination of liability for civil 
penalty by the Secretary or the Attorney Gen-
eral shall not be reviewable in any debarment 
proceeding. 

‘‘(2) INADVERTENT VIOLATIONS.—Inadvertent 
violations of recordkeeping or verification re-
quirements, in the absence of any other viola-
tions of this section, shall not be a basis for de-
termining that an employer is a repeat violator 
for purposes of this subsection. 

‘‘(3) OTHER REMEDIES AVAILABLE.—Nothing in 
this subsection shall be construed to modify or 
limit any remedy available to any agency or of-
ficial of the Federal Government for violation of 
any contractual requirement to participate in 
the System, as provided in the final rule relating 
to employment eligibility verification published 
in the Federal Register on November 14, 2008 (73 
Fed. Reg. 67,651), or any similar subsequent reg-
ulation. 

‘‘(h) PREEMPTION.—The provisions of this sec-
tion preempt any State or local law, ordinance, 
policy, or rule, including any criminal or civil 
fine or penalty structure, relating to the hiring, 
continued employment, or status verification for 
employment eligibility purposes, of unauthor-
ized aliens. A State, locality, municipality, or 
political subdivision may exercise its authority 
over business licensing and similar laws as a 
penalty for failure to use the System. 

‘‘(i) DEPOSIT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED.—Except 
as otherwise specified, civil penalties collected 
under this section shall be deposited by the Sec-
retary into the Comprehensive Immigration Re-
form Trust Fund established under section 
6(a)(1) of the Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization Act. 

‘‘(j) CHALLENGES TO VALIDITY OF THE SYS-
TEM.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any right, benefit, or claim 
not otherwise waived or limited pursuant to this 
section is available in an action instituted in the 
United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia, but shall be limited to determinations 
of— 

‘‘(A) whether this section, or any regulation 
issued to implement this section, violates the 
Constitution of the United States; or 

‘‘(B) whether such a regulation issued by or 
under the authority of the Secretary to imple-
ment this section, is contrary to applicable pro-
visions of this section or was issued in violation 
of chapter 5 of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) DEADLINES FOR BRINGING ACTIONS.—Any 
action instituted under this subsection must be 
filed no later than 180 days after the date the 
challenged section or regulation described in 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1) be-
comes effective. No court shall have jurisdiction 
to review any challenge described in subpara-
graph (B) after the time period specified in this 
subsection expires. 

‘‘(k) CRIMINAL PENALTIES AND INJUNCTIONS 
FOR PATTERN OR PRACTICE VIOLATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) PATTERN AND PRACTICE.—Any employer 
who engages in a pattern or practice of knowing 
violations of subsection (a)(1)(A) or (a)(2) shall 
be fined under title 18, United States Code, no 
more than $10,000 for each unauthorized alien 
with respect to whom such violation occurs, im-
prisoned for not more than 2 years for the entire 
pattern or practice, or both. 

‘‘(2) TERM OF IMPRISONMENT.—The maximum 
term of imprisonment of a person convicted of 
any criminal offense under the United States 
Code shall be increased by 5 years if the offense 
is committed as part of a pattern or practice of 
violations of subsection (a)(1)(A) or (a)(2). 

‘‘(3) ENJOINING OF PATTERN OR PRACTICE VIO-
LATIONS.—Whenever the Secretary or the Attor-
ney General has reasonable cause to believe that 
an employer is engaged in a pattern or practice 
of employment in violation of subsection 
(a)(1)(A) or (a)(2), the Attorney General may 
bring a civil action in the appropriate district 
court of the United States requesting such relief, 
including a permanent or temporary injunction, 
restraining order, or other order against the em-
ployer, as the Secretary or Attorney General 
deems necessary. 

‘‘(l) CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR UNLAWFUL AND 
ABUSIVE EMPLOYMENT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any person who, during 
any 12-month period, knowingly employs or 
hires, employs, recruits, or refers for a fee for 
employment 10 or more individuals within the 
United States who are under the control and su-
pervision of such person— 

‘‘(A) knowing that the individuals are unau-
thorized aliens; and 

‘‘(B) under conditions that violate section 5(a) 
of the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 
1970 (29 U.S.C. 654(a) (relating to occupational 
safety and health), section 6 or 7 of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 206 and 
207) (relating to minimum wages and maximum 
hours of employment), section 3142 of title 40, 
United States Code, (relating to required wages 
on construction contracts), or sections 6703 or 
6704 of title 41, United States Code, (relating to 
required wages on service contracts), 
shall be fined under title 18, United States Code, 
or imprisoned for not more than 10 years, or 
both. 

‘‘(2) ATTEMPT AND CONSPIRACY.—Any person 
who attempts or conspires to commit any offense 
under this section shall be punished in the same 
manner as a person who completes the of-
fense.’’. 

(b) REPORT ON USE OF THE SYSTEM IN THE AG-
RICULTURAL INDUSTRY.—Not later than 18 
months after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, shall submit a report to 
Congress that assesses implementation of the 
Employment Verification System established 
under section 274A(d) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as amended by subsection (a), 
in the agricultural industry, including the use 
of such System technology in agriculture indus-
try hiring processes, user, contractor, and third- 
party employer agent employment practices, tim-
ing and logistics regarding employment 
verification and reverification processes to meet 
agriculture industry practices, and identifica-
tion of potential challenges and modifications to 
meet the unique needs of the agriculture indus-
try. Such report shall review— 

(1) the modality of access, training and out-
reach, customer support, processes for further 
action notices and secondary verifications for 
short-term workers, monitoring, and compliance 
procedures for such System; 

(2) the interaction of such System with the 
process to admit nonimmigrant workers pursu-
ant to section 218 or 218A of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1188 et seq.) and 
with enforcement of the immigration laws; and 

(3) the collaborative use of processes of other 
Federal and State agencies that intersect with 
the agriculture industry. 

(c) REPORT ON IMPACT OF THE SYSTEM ON EM-
PLOYERS.—Not later than 18 months after the 
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date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall submit to Congress a report that assesses— 

(1) the implementation of the Employment 
Verification System established under section 
274A(d) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
as amended by subsection (a), by employers; 

(2) any adverse impact on the revenues, busi-
ness processes, or profitability of employers re-
quired to use such System; and 

(3) the economic impact of such System on 
small businesses. 

(d) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 
STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF DOCUMENT REQUIRE-
MENTS ON EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZED PERSONS 
AND EMPLOYERS.— 

(1) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the 
United States shall carry out a study of— 

(A) the effects of the documentary require-
ments of section 274A of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as amended by subsection (a), 
on employers, naturalized United States citi-
zens, nationals of the United States, and indi-
viduals with employment authorized status; and 

(B) the challenges such employers, citizens, 
nationals, or individuals may face in obtaining 
the documentation required under that section. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 4 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to Congress a report 
containing the findings of the study carried out 
under paragraph (1). Such report shall include, 
at a minimum, the following: 

(A) An assessment of available information re-
garding the number of working age nationals of 
the United States and individuals who have em-
ployment authorized status who lack documents 
required for employment by such section 274A. 

(B) A description of the additional steps re-
quired for individuals who have employment au-
thorized status and do not possess the docu-
ments required by such section 274A to obtain 
such documents. 

(C) A general assessment of the average finan-
cial costs for individuals who have employment 
authorized status who do not possess the docu-
ments required by such section 274A to obtain 
such documents. 

(D) A general assessment of the average fi-
nancial costs and challenges for employers who 
have been required to participate in the Employ-
ment Verification System established by sub-
section (d) of such section 274A. 

(E) A description of the barriers to individuals 
who have employment authorized status in ob-
taining the documents required by such section 
274A, including barriers imposed by the execu-
tive branch of the Government. 

(F) Any particular challenges facing individ-
uals who have employment authorized status 
who are members of a federally recognized In-
dian tribe in complying with the provisions of 
such section 274A. 

(e) REPEAL OF PILOT PROGRAMS AND E-VERIFY 
AND TRANSITION PROCEDURES.— 

(1) REPEAL.—Sections 401, 402, 403, 404, and 
405 of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immi-
grant Responsibility Act of 1996 (division C of 
Public Law 104–208; 8 U.S.C. 1324a note) are re-
pealed. 

(2) TRANSITION PROCEDURES.— 
(A) CONTINUATION OF E-VERIFY PROGRAM.— 

Notwithstanding the repeals made by paragraph 
(1), the Secretary shall continue to operate the 
E-Verify Program as described in section 403 of 
the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996 (division C of Public 
Law 104–208; 8 U.S.C. 1324a note), as in effect 
the minute before the date of the enactment of 
this Act, until the transition to the System de-
scribed in section 274A(d) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, as amended by subsection 
(a), is determined by the Secretary to be com-
plete. 

(B) TRANSITION TO THE SYSTEM.—Any em-
ployer who was participating in the E-Verify 
Program described in section 403 of the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (division C of Public Law 104– 

208; 8 U.S.C. 1324a note), as in effect the minute 
before the date of the enactment of this Act, 
shall participate in the System described in sec-
tion 274A(d) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as amended by subsection (a), to the same 
extent and in the same manner that the em-
ployer participated in such E-Verify Program. 

(3) CONSTRUCTION.—The repeal made by para-
graph (1) may not be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Secretary to allow or continue to 
allow the participation in such System of em-
ployers who have participated in such E-Verify 
Program, as in effect on the minute before the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

(f) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 274(a) 
(8 U.S.C. 1324(a)) is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (3); and 
(2) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-

graph (3). 
SEC. 3102. INCREASING SECURITY AND INTEG-

RITY OF SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS. 
(a) FRAUD-RESISTANT, TAMPER-RESISTANT, 

WEAR-RESISTANT, AND IDENTITY THEFT-RESIST-
ANT SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS.— 

(1) ISSUANCE.— 
(A) PRELIMINARY WORK.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner of Social Security shall begin 
work to administer and issue fraud-resistant, 
tamper-resistant, wear-resistant, and identity 
theft-resistant social security cards. 

(B) COMPLETION.—Not later than 5 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Com-
missioner of Social Security shall issue only so-
cial security cards determined to be fraud-resist-
ant, tamper-resistant, wear-resistant, and iden-
tity theft-resistant. 

(2) AMENDMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 205(c)(2)(G) of the 

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 405(c)(2)(G)) is 
amended by striking the second sentence and in-
serting the following: ‘‘The social security card 
shall be fraud-resistant, tamper-resistant, wear- 
resistant, and identity theft-resistant.’’. 

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by subparagraph (A) shall take effect on the 
date that is 5 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATION.—There 
are authorized to be appropriated, from the 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform Trust Fund 
established under section 6(a)(1), such sums as 
may be necessary to carry out this section and 
the amendments made by this section. 

(4) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION FOR CONGRES-
SIONAL ENFORCEMENT.—In the Senate, amounts 
made available under this subsection are des-
ignated as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to section 403(a) of S. Con. Res. 13 (111th Con-
gress), the concurrent resolution on the budget 
for fiscal year 2010. 

(5) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION FOR STATUTORY 
PAYGO.—Amounts made available under this 
subsection are designated as an emergency re-
quirement under section 4(g) of the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–139; 
2 U.S.C. 933(g)). 

(b) MULTIPLE CARDS.—Section 205(c)(2)(G) of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 405(c)(2)(G)), 
as amended by subsection (a)(2), is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(i)’’ after ‘‘(G)’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) The Commissioner of Social Security 

shall restrict the issuance of multiple replace-
ment social security cards to any individual to 
3 per year and 10 for the life of the individual, 
except that the Commissioner may allow for rea-
sonable exceptions from the limits under this 
clause on a case-by-case basis in compelling cir-
cumstances.’’. 

(c) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.— 
(1) SOCIAL SECURITY FRAUD.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 47 of title 18, 

United States Code, is amended by inserting at 
the end the following: 

‘‘§ 1041. Social security fraud 
‘‘Any person who— 

‘‘(1) knowingly possesses or uses a social secu-
rity account number or social security card 
knowing that the number or card was obtained 
from the Commissioner of Social Security by 
means of fraud or false statement; 

‘‘(2) knowingly and falsely represents a num-
ber to be the social security account number as-
signed by the Commissioner of Social Security to 
him or her or to another person, when such 
number is known not to be the social security 
account number assigned by the Commissioner 
of Social Security to him or her or to such other 
person; 

‘‘(3) knowingly, and without lawful author-
ity, buys, sells, or possesses with intent to buy 
or sell a social security account number or a so-
cial security card that is or purports to be a 
number or card issued by the Commissioner of 
Social Security; 

‘‘(4) knowingly alters, counterfeits, forges, or 
falsely makes a social security account number 
or a social security card; 

‘‘(5) knowingly uses, distributes, or transfers a 
social security account number or a social secu-
rity card knowing the number or card to be in-
tentionally altered, counterfeited, forged, falsely 
made, or stolen; or 

‘‘(6) without lawful authority, knowingly pro-
duces or acquires for any person a social secu-
rity account number, a social security card, or a 
number or card that purports to be a social se-
curity account number or social security card, 
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not 
more than 5 years, or both.’’. 

(B) TABLE OF SECTIONS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of sections for chapter 47 of title 18, United 
States Code, is amended by adding after the 
item relating to section 1040 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 1041. Social security fraud.’’. 

(2) INFORMATION DISCLOSURE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law and subject to subparagraph 
(B), the Commissioner of Social Security shall 
disclose for the purpose of investigating a viola-
tion of section 1041 of title 18, United States 
Code, or section 274A, 274B, or 274C of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a, 
1324b, and 1324c), after receiving a written re-
quest from an officer in a supervisory position 
or higher official of any Federal law enforce-
ment agency, the following records of the Social 
Security Administration: 

(i) Records concerning the identity, address, 
location, or financial institution accounts of the 
holder of a social security account number or 
social security card. 

(ii) Records concerning the application for 
and issuance of a social security account num-
ber or social security card. 

(iii) Records concerning the existence or non-
existence of a social security account number or 
social security card. 

(B) LIMITATION.—The Commissioner of Social 
Security shall not disclose any tax return or tax 
return information pursuant to subparagraph 
(A) except as authorized by section 6103 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 
SEC. 3103. INCREASING SECURITY AND INTEG-

RITY OF IMMIGRATION DOCUMENTS. 
Not later than 1 year after the date of the en-

actment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit 
a report to Congress on the feasibility, advan-
tages, and disadvantages of including, in addi-
tion to a photograph, other biometric informa-
tion on each employment authorization docu-
ment issued by the Department. 
SEC. 3104. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SOCIAL SE-

CURITY ADMINISTRATION. 
Title XI of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 

1301 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new part: 

‘‘PART E—EMPLOYMENT VERIFICATION 
‘‘RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMISSIONER OF 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
‘‘SEC. 1186. (a) CONFIRMATION OF EMPLOY-

MENT VERIFICATION DATA.—As part of the em-
ployment verification system established by the 
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Secretary of Homeland Security under the provi-
sions of section 274A of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a) (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘System’), the Commissioner of 
Social Security shall, subject to the provisions of 
section 274A(d) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a(d)), establish a reliable, 
secure method that, operating through the Sys-
tem and within the time periods specified in sec-
tion 274A(d) of such Act— 

‘‘(1) compares the name, date of birth, social 
security account number, and available citizen-
ship information provided in an inquiry against 
such information maintained by the Commis-
sioner in order to confirm (or not confirm) the 
validity of the information provided regarding 
an individual whose identity and employment 
eligibility must be confirmed; 

‘‘(2) determines the correspondence of the 
name, date of birth, and number; 

‘‘(3) determines whether the name and number 
belong to an individual who is deceased accord-
ing to the records maintained by the Commis-
sioner; 

‘‘(4) determines whether an individual is a na-
tional of the United States, as defined in section 
101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(22)); and 

‘‘(5) determines whether the individual has 
presented a social security account number that 
is not valid for employment. 

‘‘(b) PROHIBITION.—The System shall not dis-
close or release social security information to 
employers through the confirmation system 
(other than such confirmation or nonconfirma-
tion, information provided by the employer to 
the System, or the reason for the issuance of a 
further action notice).’’. 
SEC. 3105. IMPROVED PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMI-

NATION BASED ON NATIONAL ORI-
GIN OR CITIZENSHIP STATUS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 274B(a) (8 U.S.C. 
1324b(a)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION BASED 
ON NATIONAL ORIGIN OR CITIZENSHIP STATUS.— 

‘‘(1) PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION GEN-
ERALLY.—It is an unfair immigration-related 
employment practice for a person, other entity, 
or employment agency, to discriminate against 
any individual (other than an unauthorized 
alien defined in section 274A(b)) because of such 
individual’s national origin or citizenship sta-
tus, with respect to the following: 

‘‘(A) The hiring of the individual for employ-
ment. 

‘‘(B) The verification of the individual’s eligi-
bility to work in the United States. 

‘‘(C) The discharging of the individual from 
employment. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to the following: 

‘‘(A) A person, other entity, or employer that 
employs 3 or fewer employees, except for an em-
ployment agency. 

‘‘(B) A person’s or entity’s discrimination be-
cause of an individual’s national origin if the 
discrimination with respect to that employer, 
person, or entity and that individual is covered 
under section 703 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(42 U.S.C. 2000e–2), unless the discrimination is 
related to an individual’s verification of employ-
ment authorization. 

‘‘(C) Discrimination because of citizenship 
status which— 

‘‘(i) is otherwise required in order to comply 
with a provision of Federal, State, or local law 
related to law enforcement; 

‘‘(ii) is required by Federal Government con-
tract; or 

‘‘(iii) the Secretary or Attorney General deter-
mines to be essential for an employer to do busi-
ness with an agency or department of the Fed-
eral Government or a State, local, or tribal gov-
ernment. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL EXCEPTION PROVIDING RIGHT 
TO PREFER EQUALLY QUALIFIED CITIZENS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of this sec-
tion, it is not an unfair immigration-related em-

ployment practice for an employer (as defined in 
section 274A(b)) to prefer to hire, recruit, or 
refer for a fee an individual who is a citizen or 
national of the United States over another indi-
vidual who is an alien if the 2 individuals are 
equally qualified. 

‘‘(4) UNFAIR IMMIGRATION-RELATED EMPLOY-
MENT PRACTICES RELATING TO THE SYSTEM.—It is 
also an unfair immigration-related employment 
practice for a person, other entity, or employ-
ment agency— 

‘‘(A) to discharge or constructively discharge 
an individual solely due to a further action no-
tice issued by the Employment Verification Sys-
tem created by section 274A until the adminis-
trative appeal described in section 274A(d)(6) is 
completed; 

‘‘(B) to use the System with regard to any per-
son for any purpose except as authorized by sec-
tion 274A(d); 

‘‘(C) to use the System to reverify the employ-
ment authorization of a current employee, in-
cluding an employee continuing in employment, 
other than reverification upon expiration of em-
ployment authorization, or as otherwise author-
ized under section 274A(d) or by regulation; 

‘‘(D) to use the System selectively for employ-
ees, except where authorized by law; 

‘‘(E) to fail to provide to an individual any 
notice required in section 274A(d) within the rel-
evant time period; 

‘‘(F) to use the System to deny workers’ em-
ployment or post-employment benefits; 

‘‘(G) to misuse the System to discriminate 
based on national origin or citizenship status; 

‘‘(H) to require an employee or prospective em-
ployee to use any self-verification feature of the 
System or provide, as a condition of application 
or employment, any self-verification results; 

‘‘(I) to use an immigration status verification 
system, service, or method other than those de-
scribed in section 274A for purposes of verifying 
employment eligibility; or 

‘‘(J) to grant access to document verification 
or System data, to any individual or entity 
other than personnel authorized to have such 
access, or to fail to take reasonable safeguards 
to protect against unauthorized loss, use, alter-
ation, or destruction of System data. 

‘‘(5) PROHIBITION OF INTIMIDATION OR RETAL-
IATION.—It is also an unfair immigration-related 
employment practice for a person, other entity, 
or employment agency to intimidate, threaten, 
coerce, or retaliate against any individual— 

‘‘(A) for the purpose of interfering with any 
right or privilege secured under this section; or 

‘‘(B) because the individual intends to file or 
has filed a charge or a complaint, testified, as-
sisted, or participated in any manner in an in-
vestigation, proceeding, or hearing under this 
section. 

‘‘(6) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTARY 
PRACTICES AS EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES.—A per-
son’s, other entity’s, or employment agency’s re-
quest, for purposes of verifying employment eli-
gibility, for more or different documents than 
are required under section 274A, or for specific 
documents, or refusing to honor documents ten-
dered that reasonably appear to be genuine 
shall be treated as an unfair immigration-re-
lated employment practice. 

‘‘(7) PROHIBITION OF WITHHOLDING EMPLOY-
MENT RECORDS.—It is an unfair immigration-re-
lated employment practice for an employer that 
is required under Federal, State, or local law to 
maintain records documenting employment, in-
cluding dates or hours of work and wages re-
ceived, to fail to provide such records to any em-
ployee upon request. 

‘‘(8) PROFESSIONAL, COMMERCIAL, AND BUSI-
NESS LICENSES.—An individual who is author-
ized to be employed in the United States may 
not be denied a professional, commercial, or 
business license on the basis of his or her immi-
gration status. 

‘‘(9) EMPLOYMENT AGENCY DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘employment agency’ means 
any employer, person, or entity regularly under-

taking with or without compensation to procure 
employees for an employer or to procure for em-
ployees opportunities to work for an employer 
and includes an agent of such employer, person, 
or entity.’’. 

(b) REFERRAL BY EEOC.—Section 274B(b) (8 
U.S.C. 1324b(b)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(3) REFERRAL BY EEOC.—The Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission shall refer all 
matters alleging immigration-related unfair em-
ployment practices filed with the Commission, 
including those alleging violations of para-
graphs (1), (4), (5), and (6) of subsection (a) to 
the Special Counsel for Immigration-Related 
Unfair Employment Practices of the Department 
of Justice.’’. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Sec-
tion 274B(l)(3) (8 U.S.C. 1324b(l)(3)) is amended 
by striking the period at the end and inserting 
‘‘and an additional $40,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2016.’’. 

(d) FINES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 274B(g)(2)(B) (8 

U.S.C. 1324b(g)(2)(B)) is amended by striking 
clause (iv) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(iv) to pay any applicable civil penalties pre-
scribed below, the amounts of which may be ad-
justed periodically to account for inflation as 
provided by law— 

‘‘(I) except as provided in subclauses (II) 
through (IV), to pay a civil penalty of not less 
than $2,000 and not more than $5,000 for each 
individual subjected to an unfair immigration- 
related employment practice; 

‘‘(II) except as provided in subclauses (III) 
and (IV), in the case of an employer, person, or 
entity previously subject to a single order under 
this paragraph, to pay a civil penalty of not less 
than $4,000 and not more than $10,000 for each 
individual subjected to an unfair immigration- 
related employment practice; 

‘‘(III) except as provided in subclause (IV), in 
the case of an employer, person, or entity pre-
viously subject to more than 1 order under this 
paragraph, to pay a civil penalty of not less 
than $8,000 and not more than $25,000 for each 
individual subjected to an unfair immigration- 
related employment practice; and 

‘‘(IV) in the case of an unfair immigration-re-
lated employment practice described in para-
graphs (4) through (7) of subsection (a), to pay 
a civil penalty of not less than $500 and not 
more than $2,000 for each individual subjected 
to an unfair immigration-related employment 
practice.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by paragraph (1) shall take effect on the date 
that is 1 year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act and apply to violations occurring on or 
after such date of enactment. 
SEC. 3106. RULEMAKING. 

(a) INTERIM FINAL REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act— 
(A) the Secretary, shall issue regulations im-

plementing sections 3101 and 3104 and the 
amendments made by such sections (except for 
section 274A(d)(7) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act); and 

(B) the Attorney General shall issue regula-
tions implementing section 274A(d)(7) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, as added by sec-
tion 3101, section 3105, and the amendments 
made by such sections. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Regulations issued pur-
suant to paragraph (1) shall be effective imme-
diately on an interim basis, but are subject to 
change and revision after public notice and op-
portunity for a period for public comment. 

(b) FINAL REGULATIONS.—Within a reasonable 
time after publication of the interim regulations 
under subsection (a), the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Commissioner of Social Security 
and the Attorney General, shall publish final 
regulations implementing this subtitle. 
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SEC. 3107. OFFICE OF THE SMALL BUSINESS AND 

EMPLOYEE ADVOCATE. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF SMALL BUSINESS AND 

EMPLOYEE ADVOCATE.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish and maintain within U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services the Office of the Small 
Business and Employee Advocate (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Office’’). The purpose of 
the Office shall be to assist small businesses and 
individuals in complying with the requirements 
of section 274A of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a), as amended by this 
Act, including the resolution of conflicts arising 
in the course of attempted compliance with such 
requirements. 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The functions of the Office 
shall include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Informing small businesses and individuals 
about the verification practices required by sec-
tion 274A of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, including, but not limited to, the document 
verification requirements and the employment 
verification system requirements under sub-
sections (c) and (d) of that section. 

(2) Assisting small businesses and individuals 
in addressing allegedly erroneous further action 
notices and nonconfirmations issued under sub-
section (d) of section 274A of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act. 

(3) Informing small businesses and individuals 
of the financial liabilities and criminal penalties 
that apply to violations and failures to comply 
with the requirements of section 274A of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, including, but 
not limited to, by issuing best practices for com-
pliance with that section. 

(4) To the extent practicable, proposing 
changes to the Secretary in the administrative 
practices of the employment verification system 
required under subsection (d) of section 274A of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act to mitigate 
the problems identified under paragraph (2). 

(5) Making recommendations through the Sec-
retary to Congress for legislative action to miti-
gate such problems. 

(c) AUTHORITY TO ISSUE ASSISTANCE ORDER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon application filed by a 

small business or individual with the Office (in 
such form, manner, and at such time as the Sec-
retary shall by regulations prescribe), the Office 
may issue an assistance order if— 

(A) the Office determines the small business or 
individual is suffering or about to suffer a sig-
nificant hardship as a result of the manner in 
which the employment verification laws under 
subsections (c) and (d) of section 274A of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act are being admin-
istered by the Secretary; or 

(B) the small business or individual meets 
such other requirements as are set forth in regu-
lations prescribed by the Secretary. 

(2) DETERMINATION OF HARDSHIP.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), a significant hardship 
shall include— 

(A) an immediate threat of adverse action; 
(B) a delay of more than 60 days in resolving 

employment verification system problems; 
(C) the incurring by the small business or in-

dividual of significant costs if relief is not grant-
ed; or 

(D) irreparable injury to, or a long-term ad-
verse impact on, the small business or individual 
if relief is not granted. 

(3) STANDARDS WHEN ADMINISTRATIVE GUID-
ANCE NOT FOLLOWED.—In cases where a U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services employee 
is not following applicable published adminis-
trative guidance, the Office shall construe the 
factors taken into account in determining 
whether to issue an assistance order under this 
subsection in the manner most favorable to the 
small business or individual. 

(4) TERMS OF ASSISTANCE ORDER.—The terms 
of an assistance order under this subsection may 
require the Secretary within a specified time pe-
riod— 

(A) to determine whether any employee is or is 
not authorized to work in the United States; or 

(B) to abate any penalty under section 274A 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act that the 
Office determines is arbitrary, capricious, or dis-
proportionate to the underlying offense. 

(5) AUTHORITY TO MODIFY OR RESCIND.—Any 
assistance order issued by the Office under this 
subsection may be modified or rescinded— 

(A) only by the Office, the Director or Deputy 
Director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, or the Secretary or the Secretary’s des-
ignee; and 

(B) if rescinded by the Director or Deputy Di-
rector of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices, only if a written explanation of the reasons 
of such official for the modification or rescission 
is provided to the Office. 

(6) SUSPENSION OF RUNNING OF PERIOD OF LIM-
ITATION.—The running of any period of limita-
tion with respect to an action described in para-
graph (4)(A) shall be suspended for— 

(A) the period beginning on the date of the 
small business or individual’s application under 
paragraph (1) and ending on the date of the Of-
fice’s decision with respect to such application; 
and 

(B) any period specified by the Office in an 
assistance order issued under this subsection 
pursuant to such application. 

(7) INDEPENDENT ACTION OF OFFICE.—Nothing 
in this subsection shall prevent the Office from 
taking any action in the absence of an applica-
tion under paragraph (1). 

(d) ACCESSIBILITY TO THE PUBLIC.— 
(1) IN PERSON, ONLINE, AND TELEPHONE ASSIST-

ANCE.—The Office shall provide information and 
assistance specified in subsection (b) in person 
at locations designated by the Secretary, online 
through an Internet website of the Department 
available to the public, and by telephone. 

(2) AVAILABILITY TO ALL EMPLOYERS.—In 
making information and assistance available, 
the Office shall prioritize the needs of small 
businesses and individuals. However, the infor-
mation and assistance available through the Of-
fice shall be available to any employer. 

(e) AVOIDING DUPLICATION THROUGH COORDI-
NATION.—In the discharge of the functions of 
the Office, the Secretary shall consult with the 
Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of Agriculture, 
the Commissioner, the Attorney General, the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
and the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration in order to avoid duplication of ef-
forts across the Federal Government. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘employer’’ has the meaning 

given that term in section 274A(b) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act. 

(2) The term ‘‘small business’’ means an em-
ployer with 49 or fewer employees. 

(g) FUNDING.—There shall be appropriated, 
from the Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Trust Fund established by section 6(a)(1) of this 
Act, such sums as may be necessary to carry out 
the functions of the Office. 

Subtitle B—Protecting United States Workers 
SEC. 3201. PROTECTIONS FOR VICTIMS OF SERI-

OUS VIOLATIONS OF LABOR AND EM-
PLOYMENT LAW OR CRIME. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(15)(U) (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(U)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i)— 
(A) by amending subclause (I) to read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(I) the alien— 
‘‘(aa) has suffered substantial physical or 

mental abuse or substantial harm as a result of 
having been a victim of criminal activity de-
scribed in clause (iii) or of a covered violation 
described in clause (iv); or 

‘‘(bb) is a victim of criminal activity described 
in clause (iii) or of a covered violation described 
in clause (iv) and would suffer extreme hardship 
upon removal;’’; 

(B) in subclause (II), by inserting ‘‘, or a cov-
ered violation resulting in a claim described in 
clause (iv) that is not the subject of a frivolous 

lawsuit by the alien’’ before the semicolon at the 
end; and 

(C) by amending subclauses (III) and (IV) to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(III) the alien (or in the case of an alien 
child who is younger than 16 years of age, the 
parent, legal guardian, or next friend of the 
alien) has been helpful, is being helpful, or is 
likely to be helpful to— 

‘‘(aa) a Federal, State, or local law enforce-
ment official, a Federal, State, or local pros-
ecutor, a Federal, State, or local judge, the De-
partment of Homeland Security, the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission, the Depart-
ment of Labor, or other Federal, State, or local 
authorities investigating or prosecuting criminal 
activity described in clause (iii); or 

‘‘(bb) any Federal, State, or local govern-
mental agency or judge investigating, pros-
ecuting, or seeking civil remedies for any cause 
of action, whether criminal, civil, or administra-
tive, arising from a covered violation described 
in clause (iv) and presents a certification from 
such Federal, State, or local governmental agen-
cy or judge attesting that the alien has been 
helpful, is being helpful, or is likely to be help-
ful to such agency in the investigation, prosecu-
tion, or adjudication arising from a covered vio-
lation described in clause (iv); and 

‘‘(IV) the criminal activity described in clause 
(iii) or the covered violation described in clause 
(iv)— 

‘‘(aa) violated the laws of the United States; 
or 

‘‘(bb) occurred in the United States (including 
Indian country and military installations) or 
the territories and possessions of the United 
States;’’; 

(2) in clause (ii)(II), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(3) by moving clause (iii) 2 ems to the left; 
(4) in clause (iii), by inserting ‘‘child abuse; 

elder abuse;’’ after ‘‘stalking;’’; 
(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) a covered violation referred to in this 

clause is— 
‘‘(I) a serious violation involving 1 or more of 

the following or any similar activity in violation 
of any Federal, State, or local law: serious 
workplace abuse, exploitation, retaliation, or 
violation of whistleblower protections; 

‘‘(II) a violation giving rise to a civil cause of 
action under section 1595 of title 18, United 
States Code; or 

‘‘(III) a violation resulting in the deprivation 
of due process or constitutional rights.’’. 

(b) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in section 
101(a)(15)(U)(iv)(I) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as added by subsection (a), may 
be construed as altering the definition of retal-
iation or discrimination under any other provi-
sion of law. 

(c) TEMPORARY STAY OF REMOVAL.—Section 
274A (8 U.S.C. 1324a), as amended by section 
3101, is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (e) by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(10) CONDUCT IN ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS.—If 
the Secretary undertakes an enforcement action 
at a facility about which a bona fide workplace 
claim has been filed or is contemporaneously 
filed, or as a result of information provided to 
the Secretary in retaliation against employees 
for exercising their rights related to a bona fide 
workplace claim, the Secretary shall ensure 
that— 

‘‘(A) any aliens arrested or detained who are 
necessary for the investigation or prosecution of 
a bona fide workplace claim or criminal activity 
(as described in subparagraph (T) or (U) of sec-
tion 101(a)(15)) are not removed from the United 
States until after the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) notifies the appropriate law enforcement 
agency with jurisdiction over such violations or 
criminal activity; and 

‘‘(ii) provides such agency with the oppor-
tunity to interview such aliens; 

‘‘(B) no aliens entitled to a stay of removal or 
abeyance of removal proceedings under this sec-
tion are removed; and 
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‘‘(C) the Secretary shall stay the removal of 

an alien who— 
‘‘(i) has filed a claim regarding a covered vio-

lation described in clause (iv) of section 
101(a)(15)(U) and is the victim of the same viola-
tions under an existing investigation; 

‘‘(ii) is a material witness in any pending or 
anticipated proceeding involving a bona fide 
workplace claim or civil rights claim; or 

‘‘(iii) has filed for relief under such section if 
the alien is working with law enforcement as de-
scribed in clause (i)(III) of such section.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(m) VICTIMS OF CRIMINAL ACTIVITY OR 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT VIOLATIONS.—The 
Secretary of Homeland Security may permit an 
alien to remain temporarily in the United States 
and authorize the alien to engage in employ-
ment in the United States if the Secretary deter-
mines that the alien— 

‘‘(1) has filed for relief under section 
101(a)(15)(U); or 

‘‘(2)(A) has filed, or is a material witness to, 
a bona fide claim or proceedings resulting from 
a covered violation (as defined in section 
101(a)(15)(U)(iv)); and 

‘‘(B) has been helpful, is being helpful, or is 
likely to be helpful, in the investigation, pros-
ecution of, or pursuit of civil remedies related to 
the claim arising from a covered violation, to— 

‘‘(i) a Federal, State, or local law enforcement 
official; 

‘‘(ii) a Federal, State, or local prosecutor; 
‘‘(iii) a Federal, State, or local judge; 
‘‘(iv) the Department of Homeland Security; 
‘‘(v) the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-

mission; or 
‘‘(vi) the Department of Labor.’’. 
(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 

214(p) (8 U.S.C. 1184(p)) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘in section 

101(a)(15)(U)(iii).’’ both places it appears and 
inserting ‘‘in clause (iii) of section 101(a)(15)(U) 
or investigating, prosecuting, or seeking civil 
remedies for claims resulting from a covered vio-
lation described in clause (iv) of such section.’’; 
and 

(2) in the first sentence of paragraph (6)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘in section 101(a)(15)(U)(iii)’’ 

and inserting ‘‘in clause (iii) of section 
101(a)(15)(U) or claims resulting from a covered 
violation described in clause (iv) of such sec-
tion’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘or claim arising from a cov-
ered violation’’ after ‘‘prosecution of such crimi-
nal activity’’. 

(e) MODIFICATION OF LIMITATION ON AUTHOR-
ITY TO ADJUST STATUS FOR VICTIMS OF 
CRIMES.—Section 245(m)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1255(m)(1)) 
is amended, in the matter before subparagraph 
(A), by inserting ‘‘or an investigation or pros-
ecution regarding a workplace or civil rights 
claim’’ after ‘‘prosecution’’. 

(f) EXPANSION OF LIMITATION ON SOURCES OF 
INFORMATION THAT MAY BE USED TO MAKE AD-
VERSE DETERMINATIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 384(a)(1) of the Ille-
gal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Respon-
sibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1367(a)(1)) is 
amended— 

(A) in each of subparagraphs (A) through (D), 
by striking the comma at the end and inserting 
a semicolon; 

(B) subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘the crimi-
nal activity,’’ and inserting ‘‘abuse and the 
criminal activity or bona fide workplace claim 
(as defined in subsection (e));’’; 

(C) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘, the 
trafficker or perpetrator,’’ and inserting ‘‘), the 
trafficker or perpetrator; or’’; and 

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (F) the 
following: 

‘‘(G) the alien’s employer; or’’. 
(2) WORKPLACE CLAIM DEFINED.—Section 384 

of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1367) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(e) WORKPLACE CLAIMS.— 
‘‘(1) WORKPLACE CLAIMS DEFINED.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In subsection (a)(1), the 
term ‘workplace claim’ means any claim, peti-
tion, charge, complaint, or grievance filed with, 
or submitted to, a Federal, State, or local agen-
cy or court, relating to the violation of applica-
ble Federal, State, or local labor or employment 
laws. 

‘‘(B) CONSTRUCTION.—Subparagraph (A) may 
not be construed to alter what constitutes retal-
iation or discrimination under any other provi-
sion of law. 

‘‘(2) PENALTY FOR FALSE CLAIMS.—Any person 
who knowingly presents a false or fraudulent 
claim to a law enforcement official in relation to 
a covered violation described in section 
101(a)(15)(U)(iv) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act for the purpose of obtaining a benefit 
under this section shall be subject to a civil pen-
alty of not more than $1,000. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATION ON STAY OF ADVERSE DETER-
MINATIONS.—In the case of an alien applying for 
status under section 101(a)(15)(U) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act and seeking relief 
under that section, the prohibition on adverse 
determinations under subsection (a) shall expire 
on the date that the alien’s application for sta-
tus under such section is denied and all oppor-
tunities for appeal of the denial have been ex-
hausted.’’. 

(g) REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.—Section 239(e) (8 
U.S.C. 1229(e)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘In cases where’’ and inserting 

‘‘If’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2),’’ and inserting 

‘‘paragraph (2) or as a result of information 
provided to the Secretary of Homeland Security 
in retaliation against individuals for exercising 
or attempting to exercise their employment 
rights or other legal rights,’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(C) At a facility about which a bona fide 
workplace claim has been filed or is contempora-
neously filed.’’. 
SEC. 3202. EMPLOYMENT VERIFICATION SYSTEM 

EDUCATION FUNDING. 
(a) DISPOSITION OF CIVIL PENALTIES.—Pen-

alties collected under subsections (e)(4) and 
(f)(3) of section 274A of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, amended by section 3101, shall be 
deposited, as offsetting receipts, into the Com-
prehensive Immigration Reform Trust Fund es-
tablished under section 6(a)(1). 

(b) EXPENDITURES.—Amounts deposited into 
the Trust Fund under subsection (a) shall be 
made available to the Secretary and the Attor-
ney General to provide education to employers 
and employees regarding the requirements, obli-
gations, and rights under the Employment 
Verification System. 

(c) DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EFFECTS.— 
(1) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION FOR CONGRES-

SIONAL ENFORCEMENT.—In the Senate, amounts 
made available under this section are designated 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to sec-
tion 403(a) of S. Con. Res. 13 (111th Congress), 
the concurrent resolution on the budget for fis-
cal year 2010. 

(2) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION FOR STATUTORY 
PAYGO.—Amounts made available under this 
section are designated as an emergency require-
ment under section 4(g) of the Statutory Pay- 
As-You-Go Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–139; 2 
U.S.C. 933(g)). 
SEC. 3203. DIRECTIVE TO THE UNITED STATES 

SENTENCING COMMISSION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to its authority 

under section 994 of title 28, United States Code, 
and in accordance with subsection (b), the 
United States Sentencing Commission shall pro-
mulgate sentencing guidelines or amend existing 
sentencing guidelines to modify, if appropriate, 
the penalties imposed on persons convicted of 
offenses under— 

(1) section 274A of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324a), as amended by 
section 3101; 

(2) section 16 of the Fair Labor Standards Act 
of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 216); and 

(3) any other Federal law covering similar 
conduct. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Sentencing Commission shall 
provide sentencing enhancements for any per-
son convicted of an offense described in sub-
section (a) if such offense involves— 

(1) the intentional confiscation of identifica-
tion documents; 

(2) corruption, bribery, extortion, or robbery; 
(3) sexual abuse; 
(4) serious bodily injury; 
(5) an intent to defraud; or 
(6) a pattern of conduct involving multiple 

violations of law that— 
(A) creates, through knowing and intentional 

conduct, a risk to the health or safety of any 
victim; or 

(B) denies payments due to victims for work 
completed. 

Subtitle C—Other Provisions 
SEC. 3301. FUNDING. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INTERIOR EN-
FORCEMENT ACCOUNT.—There is hereby estab-
lished in the Treasury of the United States an 
account which shall be known as the Interior 
Enforcement Account. 

(b) APPROPRIATIONS.—There are authorized to 
be appropriated to the Interior Enforcement Ac-
count $1,000,000,000 to carry out this title and 
the amendments made by this title, including 
the following appropriations: 

(1) In each of the 5 years beginning on the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the appropria-
tions necessary to increase to a level not less 
than 5,000, by the end of such 5-year period, the 
total number of personnel of the Department as-
signed exclusively or principally to an office or 
offices in U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services and U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (and consistent with the missions of 
such agencies), dedicated to administering the 
System, and monitoring and enforcing compli-
ance with sections 274A, 274B, and 274C of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1324a, 1324b, and 1324c), including compliance 
with the requirements of the Electronic 
Verification System established under section 
274A(d) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1324a(d)), as amended by section 3101. 
Such personnel shall perform compliance and 
monitoring functions, including the following: 

(A) Verify compliance of employers partici-
pating in such System with the requirements for 
participation that are prescribed by the Sec-
retary. 

(B) Monitor such System for multiple uses of 
social security account numbers and immigra-
tion identification numbers that could indicate 
identity theft or fraud. 

(C) Monitor such System to identify discrimi-
natory or unfair practices. 

(D) Monitor such System to identify employers 
who are not using such System properly, includ-
ing employers who fail to make available appro-
priate records with respect to their queries and 
any notices of confirmation, nonconfirmation, 
or further action. 

(E) Identify instances in which an employee 
alleges that an employer violated the employee’s 
privacy or civil rights, or misused such System, 
and create procedures for an employee to report 
such an allegation. 

(F) Analyze and audit the use of such System 
and the data obtained through such System to 
identify fraud trends, including fraud trends 
across industries, geographical areas, or em-
ployer size. 

(G) Analyze and audit the use of such System 
and the data obtained through such System to 
develop compliance tools as necessary to re-
spond to changing patterns of fraud. 

(H) Provide employers with additional train-
ing and other information on the proper use of 
such System, including training related to pri-
vacy and employee rights. 
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(I) Perform threshold evaluation of cases for 

referral to the Special Counsel for Immigration- 
Related Unfair Employment Practices of the De-
partment of Justice or the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, and other officials or 
agencies with responsibility for enforcing anti- 
discrimination, civil rights, privacy, or worker 
protection laws, as may be appropriate. 

(J) Any other compliance and monitoring ac-
tivities that the Secretary determines are nec-
essary to ensure the functioning of such System. 

(K) Investigate identity theft and fraud de-
tected through such System and undertake the 
necessary enforcement or referral actions. 

(L) Investigate use of or access to fraudulent 
documents and undertake the necessary en-
forcement actions. 

(M) Perform any other investigations that the 
Secretary determines are necessary to ensure the 
lawful functioning of such System, and under-
take any enforcement actions necessary as a re-
sult of such investigations. 

(2) The appropriations necessary to acquire, 
install, and maintain technological equipment 
necessary to support the functioning of such 
System and the connectivity between U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services and U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, the De-
partment of Justice, and other agencies or offi-
cials with respect to the sharing of information 
to support such System and related immigration 
enforcement actions. 

(3) The appropriations necessary to establish 
a robust redress process for employees who wish 
to appeal contested nonconfirmations to ensure 
the accuracy and fairness of such System. 

(4) The appropriations necessary to provide a 
means by which individuals may access their 
own employment authorization data to ensure 
the accuracy of such data, independent of an 
individual’s employer. 

(5) The appropriations necessary to carry out 
the identity authentication mechanisms de-
scribed in section 274A(c)(1)(F) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, as amended by section 
3101(a). 

(6) The appropriations necessary for the Of-
fice for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties and the 
Office of Privacy of the Department to perform 
the responsibilities of such Offices related to 
such System. 

(7) The appropriations necessary to make 
grants to States to support the States in assist-
ing the Federal Government in carrying out the 
provisions of this title and the amendments 
made by this title. 

(c) ESTABLISHMENT OF REIMBURSABLE AGREE-
MENT BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY AND THE SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINIS-
TRATION.—Effective for fiscal years beginning 
on or after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary and the Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity shall enter into and maintain an agreement 
that— 

(1) provides funds to the Commissioner for the 
full costs of the responsibilities of the Commis-
sioner under this section, including— 

(A) acquiring, installing, and maintaining 
technological equipment and systems necessary 
for the fulfillment of the responsibilities of the 
Commissioner under this section; and 

(B) responding to individuals who contest a 
further action notice provided by the employ-
ment verification system established under sec-
tion 274A of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as amended by section 3101; 

(2) provides such funds quarterly in advance 
of the applicable quarter based on estimating 
methodology agreed to by the Commissioner and 
the Secretary; and 

(3) requires an annual accounting and rec-
onciliation of the actual costs incurred and the 
funds provided under the agreement which shall 
be reviewed by the Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Social Security Administration and 
the Department. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS TO 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.—There are authorized 

to be appropriated to the Attorney General such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this title and the amendments made by 
this title, including enforcing compliance with 
section 274B of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as amended by section 3105. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS TO 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE.—There are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Secretary of State 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this title and the amendments 
made by this title. 
SEC. 3302. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise specifically provided, this 
title and the amendments made by this title 
shall take effect on the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 
SEC. 3303. MANDATORY EXIT SYSTEM. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December 31, 

2015, the Secretary shall establish a mandatory 
exit data system that shall include a require-
ment for the collection of data from machine- 
readable visas, passports, and other travel and 
entry documents for all categories of aliens who 
are exiting from air and sea ports of entry. 

(2) BIOMETRIC EXIT DATA SYSTEM.—Not later 
than 2 years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall establish a manda-
tory biometric exit data system at the 10 United 
States airports that support the highest volume 
of international air travel, as determined by De-
partment of Transportation international flight 
departure data. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall submit a report to Congress that analyzes 
the effectiveness of biometric exit data collection 
at the 10 airports referred to in paragraph (2). 

(4) MANDATORY BIOMETRIC EXIT DATA SYS-
TEM.—Absent intervening action by Congress, 
the Secretary, not later than 6 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, shall establish 
a mandatory biometric exit data system at all 
the Core 30 international airports in the United 
States, as so designated by the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

(5) EXPANSION OF BIOMETRIC EXIT DATA SYS-
TEM TO MAJOR SEA AND LAND PORTS.—Not later 
than 6 years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall submit a plan to 
Congress for the expansion of the biometric exit 
system to major sea and land entry and exit 
points within the United States based upon— 

(A) the performance of the program estab-
lished pursuant to paragraph (2); 

(B) the findings of the study conducted pursu-
ant to paragraph (3); and 

(C) the projected costs to develop and deploy 
an effective biometric exit data system. 

(6) DATA COLLECTION.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated, from the Comprehensive Im-
migration Reform Trust Fund established under 
section 6(a)(1), such sums as may be necessary 
to carry out this section 

(b) INTEGRATION AND INTEROPERABILITY.— 
(1) INTEGRATION OF DATA SYSTEM.—The Sec-

retary shall fully integrate all data from data-
bases and data systems that process or contain 
information on aliens, which are maintained 
by— 

(A) the Department, at— 
(i) the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-

ment; 
(ii) the U.S. Customs and Border Protection; 

and 
(iii) the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 

Services; 
(B) the Department of Justice, at the Execu-

tive Office for Immigration Review; and 
(C) the Department of State, at the Bureau of 

Consular Affairs. 
(2) INTEROPERABLE COMPONENT.—The fully 

integrated data system under paragraph (1) 
shall be an interoperable component of the exit 
data system. 

(3) INTEROPERABLE DATA SYSTEM.—The Sec-
retary shall fully implement an interoperable 

electronic data system to provide current and 
immediate access to information in the data-
bases of Federal law enforcement agencies and 
the intelligence community that is relevant to 
determine— 

(A) whether to issue a visa; or 
(B) the admissibility or deportability of an 

alien. 
(4) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall establish 

ongoing training modules on immigration law to 
improve adjudications at United States ports of 
entry, consulates, and embassies. 

(c) INFORMATION SHARING.—The Secretary 
shall report to the appropriate Federal law en-
forcement agency, intelligence agency, national 
security agency, or component of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security any alien who was 
lawfully admitted into the United States and 
whose individual data in the integrated exit 
data system shows that he or she has not de-
parted the country when he or she was legally 
required to do so, and shall ensure that— 

(1) if the alien has departed the United States 
when he or she was legally required to do so, 
the information contained in the integrated exit 
data system is updated to reflect the alien’s de-
parture; or 

(2) if the alien has not departed the United 
States when he or she was legally required to do 
so, reasonably available enforcement resources 
are employed to locate the alien and to com-
mence removal proceedings against the alien. 
SEC. 3304. IDENTITY-THEFT RESISTANT MANI-

FEST INFORMATION FOR PAS-
SENGERS, CREW, AND NON-CREW ON-
BOARD DEPARTING AIRCRAFT AND 
VESSELS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Except as otherwise specifi-
cally provided, in this section: 

(1) IDENTITY-THEFT RESISTANT COLLECTION LO-
CATION.—The term ‘‘identity-theft resistant col-
lection location’’ means a location within an 
airport or seaport— 

(A) within the path of the departing alien, 
such that the alien would not need to signifi-
cantly deviate from that path to comply with 
exit requirements at which air or vessel carrier 
employees, as applicable, either presently or 
routinely are available if an alien needs proc-
essing assistance; and 

(B) which is equipped with technology that 
can securely collect and transmit identity-theft 
resistant departure information to the Depart-
ment. 

(2) US-VISIT.—The term ‘‘US-VISIT’’ means 
the United States-Visitor and Immigrant Status 
Indicator Technology system. 

(b) IDENTITY THEFT RESISTANT MANIFEST IN-
FORMATION.— 

(1) PASSPORT OR VISA COLLECTION REQUIRE-
MENT.—Except as provided in subsection (c), an 
appropriate official of each commercial aircraft 
or vessel departing from the United States to 
any port or place outside the United States shall 
ensure transmission to U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection of identity-theft resistant departure 
manifest information covering alien passengers, 
crew, and non-crew. Such identity-theft resist-
ant departure manifest information— 

(A) shall be transmitted to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection at the place and time speci-
fied in paragraph (3) by means approved by the 
Secretary; and 

(B) shall set forth the information specified in 
paragraph (4) or other information as required 
by the Secretary. 

(2) MANNER OF COLLECTION.—Carriers board-
ing alien passengers, crew, and noncrew subject 
to the requirement to provide information upon 
departure for US-VISIT processing shall collect 
identity-theft resistant departure manifest infor-
mation from each alien at an identity-theft re-
sistant collection location at the airport or sea-
port before boarding that alien on transpor-
tation for departure from the United States, at 
a time as close to the originally scheduled de-
parture of that passenger’s aircraft or sea vessel 
as practicable. 
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(3) TIME AND MANNER OF SUBMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The appropriate official 

specified in paragraph (1) shall ensure trans-
mission of the identity-theft resistant departure 
manifest information required and collected 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) to the Data Center 
or Headquarters of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, or such other data center as may be 
designated. 

(B) TRANSMISSION.—The biometric departure 
information may be transmitted to the Depart-
ment over any means of communication author-
ized by the Secretary for the transmission of 
other electronic manifest information containing 
personally identifiable information and under 
transmission standards currently applicable to 
other electronic manifest information. 

(C) SUBMISSION ALONG WITH OTHER INFORMA-
TION.—Files containing the identity-theft resist-
ant departure manifest information— 

(i) may be sent with other electronic manifest 
data prior to departure or may be sent sepa-
rately from any topically related electronic 
manifest data; and 

(ii) may be sent in batch mode. 
(4) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—The identity- 

theft resistant departure information required 
under paragraphs (1) through (3) for each cov-
ered passenger or crew member shall contain 
alien data from machine-readable visas, pass-
ports, and other travel and entry documents 
issued to the alien. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—The identity-theft resistant 
departure information specified in this section is 
not required for any alien active duty military 
personnel traveling as passengers on board a de-
parting Department of Defense commercial char-
tered aircraft. 

(d) CARRIER MAINTENANCE AND USE OF IDEN-
TITY-THEFT RESISTANT DEPARTURE MANIFEST 
INFORMATION.—Carrier use of identity-theft re-
sistant departure manifest information for pur-
poses other than as described in standards set 
by the Secretary is prohibited. Carriers shall im-
mediately notify the Chief Privacy Officer of the 
Department in writing in the event of unauthor-
ized use or access, or breach, of identity-theft 
resistant departure manifest information. 

(e) COLLECTION AT SPECIFIED LOCATION.—If 
the Secretary determines that an air or vessel 
carrier has not adequately complied with the 
provisions of this section, the Secretary may, in 
the Secretary’s discretion, require the air or ves-
sel carrier to collect identity-theft resistant de-
parture manifest information at a specific loca-
tion prior to the issuance of a boarding pass or 
other document on the international departure, 
or the boarding of crew, in any port through 
which the carrier boards aliens for international 
departure under the supervision of the Secretary 
for such period as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate to ensure the adequate collection and 
transmission of biometric departure manifest in-
formation. 

(f) FUNDING.—There shall be appropriated to 
the Interior Enforcement Account $500,000,000 to 
reimburse carriers for their reasonable actual 
expenses in carrying out their duties as de-
scribed in this section. 

(g) DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.— 

(1) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION FOR CONGRES-
SIONAL ENFORCEMENT.—In the Senate, amounts 
made available under this section are designated 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to sec-
tion 403(a) of S. Con. Res. 13 (111th Congress), 
the concurrent resolution on the budget for fis-
cal year 2010. 

(2) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION FOR STATUTORY 
PAYGO.—Amounts made available under this 
section are designated as an emergency require-
ment under section 4(g) of the Statutory Pay- 
As-You-Go Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–139; 2 
U.S.C. 933(g)). 
SEC. 3305. PROFILING. 

(a) PROHIBITION.—In making routine or spon-
taneous law enforcement decisions, such as or-

dinary traffic stops, Federal law enforcement of-
ficers may not use race or ethnicity to any de-
gree, except that officers may rely on race and 
ethnicity if a specific suspect description exists. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) SPECIFIC INVESTIGATION.—In conducting 

activities in connection with a specific inves-
tigation, Federal law enforcement officers may 
consider race and ethnicity only to the extent 
that there is trustworthy information, relevant 
to the locality or time frame, that links persons 
of a particular race or ethnicity to an identified 
criminal incident, scheme, or organization. This 
standard applies even where the use of race or 
ethnicity might otherwise be lawful. 

(2) NATIONAL SECURITY.—In investigating or 
preventing threats to national security or other 
catastrophic events (including the performance 
of duties related to air transportation security), 
or in enforcing laws protecting the integrity of 
the Nation’s borders, Federal law enforcement 
officers may not consider race or ethnicity ex-
cept to the extent permitted by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States. 

(3) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the term 
‘‘Federal law enforcement officer’’ means any 
officer, agent, or employee of the United States 
authorized by law or by a Government agency 
to engage in or supervise the prevention, detec-
tion, investigation, or prosecution of any viola-
tion of Federal law. 

(c) STUDY AND REGULATIONS.— 
(1) DATA COLLECTION.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall begin collecting data regard-
ing the individualized immigration enforcement 
activities of covered Department officers. 

(2) STUDY.—Not later than 180 days after data 
collection under paragraph (1) commences, the 
Secretary shall complete a study analyzing the 
data. 

(3) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date the study required by paragraph 
(2) is completed, the Secretary, in consultation 
with the Attorney General, shall issue regula-
tions regarding the use of race, ethnicity, and 
any other suspect classifications the Secretary 
deems appropriate by covered Department offi-
cers. 

(4) REPORTS.—Not later than 30 days after 
completion of the study required by paragraph 
(2), the Secretary shall submit the study to— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives; 

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; 

(E) the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate; and 

(F) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 

(5) DEFINED TERM.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘covered Department officer’’ means any 
officer, agent, or employee of United States Cus-
toms and Border Protection, United States Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, or the 
Transportation Security Administration. 
SEC. 3306. ENHANCED PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN 

DRUG OFFENSES ON FEDERAL 
LANDS. 

(a) CULTIVATING OR MANUFACTURING CON-
TROLLED SUBSTANCES ON FEDERAL PROPERTY.— 
Section 401(b)(5) of the Controlled Substances 
Act (21 U.S.C. 841(b)(5)) is amended by striking 
‘‘as provided in this subsection’’ and inserting 
‘‘for not more than 10 years, in addition to any 
other term of imprisonment imposed under this 
subsection,’’. 

(b) USE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES.—Pursu-
ant to its authority under section 994 of title 28, 
United States Code, the United States Sen-
tencing Commission shall amend the Federal 
Sentencing Guidelines and policy statements to 
ensure that the guidelines provide an additional 
penalty increase of 2 offense levels above the 

sentence otherwise applicable for a violation of 
section 401(a) of the Controlled Substances Act 
(21 U.S.C. 841(a)) if the offense— 

(1) includes the use of a poison, chemical, or 
other hazardous substance to cultivate or manu-
facture controlled substances on Federal prop-
erty; 

(2) creates a hazard to humans, wildlife, or 
domestic animals; 

(3) degrades or harms the environment or nat-
ural resources; or 

(4) pollutes an aquifer, spring, stream, river, 
or body of water. 

(c) STREAM DIVERSION OR CLEAR CUTTING ON 
FEDERAL PROPERTY.— 

(1) PROHIBITION ON STREAM DIVERSION OR 
CLEAR CUTTING ON FEDERAL PROPERTY.—Section 
401(b) of the Controlled Substances Act is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(8) DESTRUCTION OF BODIES OF WATER.—Any 
person who violates subsection (a) in a manner 
that diverts, redirects, obstructs, or drains an 
aquifer, spring, stream, river, or body of water 
or clear cuts timber while cultivating or manu-
facturing a controlled substance on Federal 
property shall be fined in accordance with title 
18, United States Code.’’. 

(2) FEDERAL SENTENCING GUIDELINES ENHANCE-
MENT.—Pursuant to its authority under section 
994 of title 28, United States Code, the United 
States Sentencing Commission shall amend the 
Federal Sentencing Guidelines and policy state-
ments to ensure that the guidelines provide an 
additional penalty increase of 2 offense levels 
for above the sentence otherwise applicable for 
a violation of section 401(a) of the Controlled 
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 841(a)) if the offense 
involves the diversion, redirection, obstruction, 
or draining of an aquifer, spring, stream, river, 
or body of water or the clear cut of timber while 
cultivating or manufacturing a controlled sub-
stance on Federal property. 

(d) BOOBY TRAPS ON FEDERAL LAND.—Section 
401(d)(1) of the Controlled Substances Act (21 
U.S.C. 841(d)(1)) is amended by inserting ‘‘cul-
tivated,’’ after ‘‘is being’’. 

(e) USE OR POSSESSION OF FIREARMS IN CON-
NECTION WITH DRUG OFFENSES ON FEDERAL 
LANDS.—Pursuant to its authority under section 
994 of title 28, United States Code, the United 
States Sentencing Commission shall amend the 
Federal Sentencing Guidelines and policy state-
ments to ensure that the guidelines provide an 
additional penalty increase of 2 offense levels 
above the sentence otherwise applicable for a 
violation of section 401(a) of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 841(a)) if the offense in-
volves the possession of a firearm while culti-
vating or manufacturing controlled substances 
on Federal lands. 

Subtitle D—Asylum and Refugee Provisions 
SEC. 3401. TIME LIMITS AND EFFICIENT ADJU-

DICATION OF GENUINE ASYLUM 
CLAIMS. 

Section 208(a)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1158(a)(2)) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘or the 
Secretary of Homeland Security’’ after ‘‘Attor-
ney General’’ both places such term appears; 

(2) by striking subparagraphs (B) and (D); 
(3) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as sub-

paragraph (B); 
(4) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated, by 

striking ‘‘subparagraph (D)’’ and inserting 
‘‘subparagraphs (C) and (D)’’; and 

(5) by inserting after subparagraph (B), as re-
designated, the following: 

‘‘(C) CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES.—Notwith-
standing subparagraph (B), an application for 
asylum of an alien may be considered if the 
alien demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the At-
torney General or the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, the existence of changed circumstances 
that materially affect the applicant’s eligibility 
for asylum. 

‘‘(D) MOTION TO REOPEN CERTAIN MERI-
TORIOUS CLAIMS.—Notwithstanding subpara-
graph (B) or section 240(c)(7), an alien may file 
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a motion to reopen an asylum claim during the 
2-year period beginning on the date of the en-
actment of the Border Security, Economic Op-
portunity, and Immigration Modernization Act 
if the alien— 

‘‘(i) was denied asylum based solely upon a 
failure to meet the 1-year application filing 
deadline in effect on the date on which the ap-
plication was filed; 

‘‘(ii) was granted withholding of removal pur-
suant to section 241(b)(3) and has not obtained 
lawful permanent residence in the United States 
pursuant to any other provision of law; 

‘‘(iii) is not subject to the safe third country 
exception under subparagraph (A) or a bar to 
asylum under subsection (b)(2) and should not 
be denied asylum as a matter of discretion; and 

‘‘(iv) is physically present in the United States 
when the motion is filed.’’. 
SEC. 3402. REFUGEE FAMILY PROTECTIONS. 

(a) CHILDREN OF REFUGEE OR ASYLEE SPOUSES 
AND CHILDREN.—A child of an alien who quali-
fies for admission as a spouse or child under sec-
tion 207(c)(2)(A) or 208(b)(3) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1157(c)(2)(A) and 
1158(b)(3)) shall be entitled to the same status as 
such alien if the child— 

(1) is accompanying or following to join such 
alien; and 

(2) is otherwise eligible under section 
207(c)(2)(A) or 208(b)(3) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. 
SEC. 3403. CLARIFICATION ON DESIGNATION OF 

CERTAIN REFUGEES. 
(a) TERMINATION OF CERTAIN PREFERENTIAL 

TREATMENT IN IMMIGRATION OF AMERASIANS.— 
Section 584 of the Foreign Operations, Export 
Financing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 1988 (8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) No visa may be issued under this section 
if the petition or application for such visa is 
submitted on or after the date of the enactment 
of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act.’’. 

(b) REFUGEE DESIGNATION.—Section 207(c)(1) 
(8 U.S.C. 1157(c)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(A)’’ before ‘‘Subject to the 
numerical limitations’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B)(i) The President, upon a recommenda-

tion of the Secretary of State made in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
and after appropriate consultation, may des-
ignate specifically defined groups of aliens— 

‘‘(I) whose resettlement in the United States is 
justified by humanitarian concerns or is other-
wise in the national interest; and 

‘‘(II) who— 
‘‘(aa) share common characteristics that iden-

tify them as targets of persecution on account of 
race, religion, nationality, membership in a par-
ticular social group, or political opinion; or 

‘‘(bb) having been identified as targets as de-
scribed in item (aa), share a common need for 
resettlement due to a specific vulnerability. 

‘‘(ii) An alien who establishes membership in 
a group designated under clause (i) to the satis-
faction of the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall be considered a refugee for purposes of ad-
mission as a refugee under this section unless 
the Secretary determines that such alien or-
dered, incited, assisted, or otherwise partici-
pated in the persecution of any person on ac-
count of race, religion, nationality, membership 
in a particular social group, or political opinion. 

‘‘(iii) A designation under clause (i) is for pur-
poses of adjudicatory efficiency and may be re-
voked by the President at any time after notifi-
cation to Congress. 

‘‘(iv) Categories of aliens established under 
section 599D of the Foreign Operations, Export 
Financing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 1990 (Public Law 101–167; 8 U.S.C. 
1157 note)— 

‘‘(I) shall be designated under clause (i) until 
the end of the first fiscal year commencing after 

the date of the enactment of the Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act; and 

‘‘(II) shall be eligible for designation there-
after at the discretion of the President, consid-
ering, among other factors, whether a country 
under consideration has been designated by the 
Secretary of State as a ‘Country of Particular 
Concern’ for engaging in or tolerating system-
atic, ongoing, and egregious violations of reli-
gious freedom. 

‘‘(v) A designation under clause (i) shall not 
influence decisions to grant, to any alien, asy-
lum under section 208, protection under section 
241(b)(3), or protection under the Convention 
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, done at 
New York December 10, 1984. 

‘‘(vi) A decision to deny admission under this 
section to an alien who establishes to the satis-
faction of the Secretary that the alien is a mem-
ber of a group designated under clause (i) 
shall— 

‘‘(I) be in writing; and 
‘‘(II) state, to the maximum extent feasible, 

the reason for the denial. 
‘‘(vii) Refugees admitted pursuant to a des-

ignation under clause (i) shall be subject to the 
number of admissions and be admissible under 
this section.’’. 
SEC. 3404. ASYLUM DETERMINATION EFFICIENCY. 

Section 235(b)(1)(B)(ii) (8 U.S.C. 
1225(b)(1)(B)(ii)) is amended by striking ‘‘asy-
lum.’’ and inserting ‘‘asylum by an asylum offi-
cer. The asylum officer, after conducting a non-
adversarial asylum interview and seeking super-
visory review, may grant asylum to the alien 
under section 208 or refer the case to a designee 
of the Attorney General, for a de novo asylum 
determination, for relief under the Convention 
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, done at 
New York December 10, 1984, or for protection 
under section 241(b)(3).’’. 
SEC. 3405. STATELESS PERSONS IN THE UNITED 

STATES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title II (8 

U.S.C. 1151 et seq.) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 210A. PROTECTION OF CERTAIN STATELESS 

PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
‘‘(a) STATELESS PERSONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term 

‘stateless person’ means an individual who is 
not considered a national under the operation 
of the laws of any country. 

‘‘(2) DESIGNATION OF SPECIFIC STATELESS 
GROUPS.—The Secretary of Homeland Security, 
in consultation with the Secretary of State, 
may, in the discretion of the Secretary, des-
ignate specific groups of individuals who are 
considered stateless persons, for purposes of this 
section. 

‘‘(b) STATUS OF STATELESS PERSONS.— 
‘‘(1) RELIEF FOR CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS DETER-

MINED TO BE STATELESS PERSONS.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the Attorney 
General may, in his or her discretion, provide 
conditional lawful status to an alien who is oth-
erwise inadmissible or deportable from the 
United States if the alien— 

‘‘(A) is a stateless person present in the 
United States; 

‘‘(B) applies for such relief; 
‘‘(C) has not lost his or her nationality as a 

result of his or her voluntary action or knowing 
inaction after arrival in the United States; 

‘‘(D) except as provided in paragraphs (2) and 
(3), is not inadmissible under section 212(a); and 

‘‘(E) is not described in section 241(b)(3)(B)(i). 
‘‘(2) INAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN PROVI-

SIONS.—The provisions under paragraphs (4), 
(5), (7), and (9)(B) of section 212(a) shall not 
apply to any alien seeking relief under para-
graph (1). 

‘‘(3) WAIVER.—The Secretary or the Attorney 
General may waive any other provisions of such 

section, other than subparagraphs (B), (C), 
(D)(ii), (E), (G), (H), or (I) of paragraph (2), 
paragraph (3), paragraph (6)(C)(i) (with respect 
to misrepresentations relating to the application 
for relief under paragraph (1)), or subpara-
graphs (A), (C), (D), or (E) of paragraph (10) of 
section 212(a), with respect to such an alien for 
humanitarian purposes, to assure family unity, 
or if it is otherwise in the public interest. 

‘‘(4) SUBMISSION OF PASSPORT OR TRAVEL DOC-
UMENT.—Any alien who seeks relief under this 
section shall submit to the Secretary of Home-
land Security or the Attorney General— 

‘‘(A) any available passport or travel docu-
ment issued at any time to the alien (whether or 
not the passport or document has expired or 
been cancelled, rescinded, or revoked); or 

‘‘(B) an affidavit, sworn under penalty of per-
jury— 

‘‘(i) stating that the alien has never been 
issued a passport or travel document; or 

‘‘(ii) identifying with particularity any such 
passport or travel document and explaining why 
the alien cannot submit it. 

‘‘(5) WORK AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security may authorize an alien who 
has applied for and is found prima facie eligible 
for or been granted relief under paragraph (1) to 
engage in employment in the United States. 

‘‘(6) TRAVEL DOCUMENTS.—The Secretary may 
issue appropriate travel documents to an alien 
who has been granted relief under paragraph 
(1) that would allow him or her to travel abroad 
and be admitted to the United States upon re-
turn, if otherwise admissible. 

‘‘(7) TREATMENT OF SPOUSE AND CHILDREN.— 
The spouse or child of an alien who has been 
granted conditional lawful status under para-
graph (1) shall, if not otherwise eligible for ad-
mission under paragraph (1), be granted condi-
tional lawful status under this section if accom-
panying, or following to join, such alien if— 

‘‘(A) the spouse or child is admissible (except 
as otherwise provided in paragraphs (2) and (3)) 
and is not described in section 241(b)(3)(B)(i); 
and 

‘‘(B) the qualifying relationship to the prin-
cipal beneficiary existed on the date on which 
such alien was granted conditional lawful sta-
tus. 

‘‘(c) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.— 
‘‘(1) INSPECTION AND EXAMINATION.—At the 

end of the 1-year period beginning on the date 
on which an alien has been granted conditional 
lawful status under subsection (b), the alien 
may apply for lawful permanent residence in 
the United States if— 

‘‘(A) the alien has been physically present in 
the United States for at least 1 year; 

‘‘(B) the alien’s conditional lawful status has 
not been terminated by the Secretary of Home-
land Security or the Attorney General, pursuant 
to such regulations as the Secretary or the At-
torney General may prescribe; and 

‘‘(C) the alien has not otherwise acquired per-
manent resident status. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR ADJUSTMENT OF STA-
TUS.—The Secretary of Homeland Security or 
the Attorney General, under such regulations as 
the Secretary or the Attorney General may pre-
scribe, may adjust the status of an alien granted 
conditional lawful status under subsection (b) to 
that of an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence if such alien— 

‘‘(A) is a stateless person; 
‘‘(B) properly applies for such adjustment of 

status; 
‘‘(C) has been physically present in the United 

States for at least 1 year after being granted 
conditional lawful status under subsection (b); 

‘‘(D) is not firmly resettled in any foreign 
country; and 

‘‘(E) is admissible (except as otherwise pro-
vided under paragraph (2) or (3) of subsection 
(b)) as an immigrant under this chapter at the 
time of examination of such alien for adjustment 
of status. 

‘‘(3) RECORD.—Upon approval of an applica-
tion under this subsection, the Secretary of 
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Homeland Security shall establish a record of 
the alien’s admission for lawful permanent resi-
dence as of the date that is 1 year before the 
date of such approval. 

‘‘(4) NUMERICAL LIMITATION.—The number of 
aliens who may receive an adjustment of status 
under this section for a fiscal year shall be sub-
ject to the numerical limitation of section 
203(b)(4). 

‘‘(d) PROVING THE CLAIM.—In determining an 
alien’s eligibility for lawful conditional status or 
adjustment of status under this subsection, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security or the Attorney 
General shall consider any credible evidence rel-
evant to the application. The determination of 
what evidence is credible and the weight to be 
given that evidence shall be within the sole dis-
cretion of the Secretary or the Attorney General. 

‘‘(e) REVIEW.— 
‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—No appeal 

shall lie from the denial of an application by the 
Secretary, but such denial will be without preju-
dice to the alien’s right to renew the application 
in proceedings under section 240. 

‘‘(2) MOTIONS TO REOPEN.—Notwithstanding 
any limitation imposed by law on motions to re-
open removal, deportation, or exclusion pro-
ceedings, any individual who is eligible for relief 
under this section may file a motion to reopen 
proceedings in order to apply for relief under 
this section. Any such motion shall be filed 
within 2 years of the date of the enactment of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act. 

‘‘(f) LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(1) APPLICABILITY.—The provisions of this 

section shall only apply to aliens present in the 
United States. 

‘‘(2) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this sec-
tion may be construed to authorize or require— 

‘‘(A) the admission of any alien to the United 
States; 

‘‘(B) the parole of any alien into the United 
States; or 

‘‘(C) the grant of any motion to reopen or re-
consider filed by an alien after departure or re-
moval from the United States.’’. 

(b) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Section 242(a)(2)(B)(ii) 
(8 U.S.C. 1252(a)(2)(B)(ii)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘208(a).’’ and inserting ‘‘208(a) or 210A.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
203(b)(4) (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)(4)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘to aliens granted an adjustment of sta-
tus under section 210A(c) or’’ after ‘‘level,’’. 

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents for the Immigration and Nationality Act is 
amended by inserting after the item relating to 
section 210 the following: 

‘‘Sec. 210A. Protection of stateless persons in 
the United States.’’. 

SEC. 3406. U VISA ACCESSIBILITY. 
Section 214(p)(2)(A) (8 U.S.C. 1184(p)(2)(A)) is 

amended by striking ‘‘10,000.’’ and inserting 
‘‘18,000, of which not more than 3,000 visas may 
be issued for aliens who are victims of a covered 
violation described in section 101(a)(15)(U).’’. 
SEC. 3407. WORK AUTHORIZATION WHILE APPLI-

CATIONS FOR U AND T VISAS ARE 
PENDING. 

(a) U VISAS.—Section 214(p) (8 U.S.C. 1184(p)), 
as amended by section 3406 of this Act, is fur-
ther amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking the last sen-
tence; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(7) WORK AUTHORIZATION.—Notwithstanding 

any provision of this Act granting eligibility for 
employment in the United States, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall grant employment 
authorization to an alien who has filed an ap-
plication for nonimmigrant status under section 
101(a)(15)(U) on the date that is the earlier of— 

‘‘(A) the date on which the alien’s application 
for such status is approved; or 

‘‘(B) a date determined by the Secretary that 
is not later than 180 days after the date on 
which the alien filed the application.’’. 

(b) T VISAS.—Section 214(o) (8 U.S.C. 1184(o)) 
is amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(8) Notwithstanding any provision of this 
Act granting eligibility for employment in the 
United States, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall grant employment authorization to an 
alien who has filed an application for non-
immigrant status under section 101(a)(15)(T) on 
the date that is the earlier of— 

‘‘(A) the date on which the alien’s application 
for such status is approved; or 

‘‘(B) a date determined by the Secretary that 
is not later than 180 days after the date on 
which the alien filed the application.’’. 
SEC. 3408. REPRESENTATION AT OVERSEAS REF-

UGEE INTERVIEWS. 
Section 207(c) (8 U.S.C. 1157(c)) is amended by 

adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) The adjudicator of an application for ref-

ugee status under this section shall consider all 
relevant evidence and maintain a record of the 
evidence considered. 

‘‘(6) An applicant for refugee status may be 
represented, including at a refugee interview, at 
no expense to the Government, by an attorney 
or accredited representative who— 

‘‘(A) was chosen by the applicant; and 
‘‘(B) is authorized by the Secretary of Home-

land Security to be recognized as the representa-
tive of such applicant in an adjudication under 
this section. 

‘‘(7)(A) A decision to deny an application for 
refugee status under this section— 

‘‘(i) shall be in writing; and 
‘‘(ii) shall provide, to the maximum extent fea-

sible, information on the reason for the denial, 
including— 

‘‘(I) the facts underlying the determination; 
and 

‘‘(II) whether there is a waiver of inadmis-
sibility available to the applicant. 

‘‘(B) The basis of any negative credibility 
finding shall be part of the written decision. 

‘‘(8)(A) An applicant who is denied refugee 
status under this section may file a request with 
the Secretary for a review of his or her applica-
tion not later than 120 days after such denial. 

‘‘(B) A request filed under subparagraph (A) 
shall be adjudicated by refugee officers who 
have received training on considering requests 
for review of refugee applications that have 
been denied. 

‘‘(C) The Secretary shall publish the standard 
applied to a request for review. 

‘‘(D) A request for review may result in the 
decision being granted, denied, or reopened for 
a further interview. 

‘‘(E) A decision on a request for review under 
this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) shall be in writing; and 
‘‘(ii) shall provide, to the maximum extent fea-

sible, information on the reason for the de-
nial.’’. 
SEC. 3409. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND NATIONAL 

SECURITY CHECKS. 
(a) REFUGEES.—Section 207(c)(1) (8 U.S.C. 

1157(c)(1)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: ‘‘No alien shall be admitted as a ref-
ugee until the identity of the applicant, includ-
ing biographic and biometric data, has been 
checked against all appropriate records or data-
bases maintained by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, the Attorney General, the Secretary of 
State, and other Federal records or databases 
that the Secretary of Homeland Security con-
siders necessary, to determine any national se-
curity, law enforcement, or other grounds on 
which the alien may be inadmissible to the 
United States or ineligible to apply for or be 
granted refugee status.’’. 

(b) ASYLEES.—Section 208(d)(5)(A)(i) (8 U.S.C. 
1158(d)(5)(A)(i)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(i) asylum shall not be granted until the 
identity of the applicant, using biographic and 
biometric data, has been checked against all ap-
propriate records or databases maintained by 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, the Attor-

ney General, the Secretary of State, and other 
Federal records or databases that the Secretary 
of Homeland Security considers necessary, to 
determine any national security, law enforce-
ment, or other grounds on which the alien may 
be inadmissible to the United States or ineligible 
to apply for or be granted asylum;’’. 
SEC. 3410. TIBETAN REFUGEE ASSISTANCE. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited 
as the ‘‘Tibetan Refugee Assistance Act of 
2013’’. 

(b) TRANSITION FOR DISPLACED TIBETANS.— 
Notwithstanding the numerical limitations spec-
ified in sections 201 and 202 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151 and 1152), 
5,000 immigrant visas shall be made available to 
qualified displaced Tibetans described in sub-
section (c) during the 3-year period beginning 
on October 1, 2013. 

(c) QUALIFIED DISPLACED TIBETAN DE-
SCRIBED.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—An individual is a qualified 
displaced Tibetan if such individual— 

(A) is a native of Tibet; and 
(B) has been continuously residing in India or 

Nepal since before the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(2) NATIVE OF TIBET DESCRIBED.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1)(A), an individual shall 
be considered a native of Tibet if such indi-
vidual— 

(A) was born in Tibet; or 
(B) is the son, daughter, grandson, or grand-

daughter of an individual who was born in 
Tibet. 

(d) DERIVATIVE STATUS FOR SPOUSES AND 
CHILDREN.—A spouse or child (as defined in 
subparagraphs (A), (B), (C), (D), or (E) of sec-
tion 101(b)(1) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(b)(1))) shall, if not oth-
erwise entitled to an immigrant status and the 
immediate issuance of a visa under this section, 
be entitled to the same status, and the same 
order of consideration, provided under this sec-
tion, if accompanying, or following to join, the 
spouse or parent of such spouse or child. 

(e) DISTRIBUTION OF VISA NUMBERS.—The 
Secretary of State shall ensure that immigrant 
visas provided under subsection (b) are made 
available to qualified displaced Tibetans de-
scribed in subsection (c) or (d) in an equitable 
manner, giving preference to those qualified dis-
placed Tibetans who— 

(1) are not resettled in India or Nepal; or 
(2) are most likely to be resettled successfully 

in the United States. 
SEC. 3411. TERMINATION OF ASYLUM OR REF-

UGEE STATUS. 

(a) TERMINATION OF STATUS.—Except as pro-
vided in subsections (b) and (c), any alien who 
is granted asylum or refugee status under this 
Act or the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.), who, without good cause as 
determined by the Secretary or the Attorney 
General, subsequently returns to the country of 
such alien’s nationality or, in the case of an 
alien having no nationality, returns to any 
country in which such alien last habitually re-
sided, and who applied for such status because 
of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecu-
tion in that country on account of race, reli-
gion, nationality, membership in a particular 
social group, or political opinion, shall have his 
or her refugee or asylum status terminated. 

(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary has discretion to 
waive subsection (a) if it is established to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary or the Attorney 
General that the alien had good cause for the 
return. The waiver may be sought prior to de-
parture from the United States or upon return. 

(c) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN ALIENS FROM 
CUBA.—Subsection (a) shall not apply to an 
alien who is eligible for adjustment to that of an 
alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence 
pursuant to the Cuban Adjustment Act of 1966 
(Public Law 89–732). 
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SEC. 3412. ASYLUM CLOCK. 

Section 208(d)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)(2)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘is not entitled to employ-
ment authorization’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘prior to 180 days after’’ and inserting 
‘‘shall be provided employment authorization 
180 days after’’. 

Subtitle E—Shortage of Immigration Court 
Resources for Removal Proceedings 

SEC. 3501. SHORTAGE OF IMMIGRATION COURT 
PERSONNEL FOR REMOVAL PRO-
CEEDINGS. 

(a) IMMIGRATION COURT JUDGES.—The Attor-
ney General shall increase the total number of 
immigration judges to adjudicate current pend-
ing cases and efficiently process future cases by 
at least— 

(1) 75 in fiscal year 2014; 
(2) 75 in fiscal year 2015; and 
(3) 75 in fiscal year 2016. 
(b) NECESSARY SUPPORT STAFF FOR IMMIGRA-

TION COURT JUDGES.—The Attorney General 
shall address the shortage of support staff for 
immigration judges by ensuring that each immi-
gration judge has the assistance of the nec-
essary support staff, including the equivalent of 
1 staff attorney or law clerk and 1 legal assist-
ant. 

(c) ANNUAL INCREASES IN BOARD OF IMMIGRA-
TION APPEALS PERSONNEL.—The Attorney Gen-
eral shall increase the number of Board of Immi-
gration Appeals staff attorneys (including the 
necessary additional support staff) to efficiently 
process cases by at least— 

(1) 30 in fiscal year 2014; 
(2) 30 in fiscal year 2015; and 
(3) 30 in fiscal year 2016. 
(d) FUNDING.—There shall be appropriated, 

from the Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Trust Fund established under section 6(a)(1), 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
section. 
SEC. 3502. IMPROVING IMMIGRATION COURT EF-

FICIENCY AND REDUCING COSTS BY 
INCREASING ACCESS TO LEGAL IN-
FORMATION. 

(a) CLARIFICATION REGARDING THE AUTHORITY 
OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO APPOINT COUN-
SEL TO ALIENS IN IMMIGRATION PROCEEDINGS.— 
Section 292 (8 U.S.C. 1362) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a)’’ before ‘‘In any’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘(at no expense to the Govern-

ment)’’; 
(3) by striking ‘‘he shall’’ and inserting ‘‘the 

person shall’’; and 
(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) The Government is not required to pro-

vide counsel to aliens under subsection (a). 
However, the Attorney General may, in the At-
torney General’s sole and unreviewable discre-
tion, appoint or provide counsel to aliens in im-
migration proceedings conducted under section 
240 of this Act.’’. 

(b) APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL IN CERTAIN 
CASES; RIGHT TO REVIEW CERTAIN DOCUMENTS 
IN REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.—Section 240(b) (8 
U.S.C. 1229a(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and 

(C) as subparagraphs (C) and (D), respectively; 
(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘, at no 

expense to the Government,’’; 
(C) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 

following new subparagraph: 
‘‘(B) the alien shall, at the beginning of the 

proceedings or at a reasonable time thereafter, 
automatically receive a complete copy of all rel-
evant documents in the possession of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, including all 
documents (other than documents protected 
from disclosure by privilege, including national 
security information referenced in subparagraph 
(C), law enforcement sensitive information, and 
information prohibited from disclosure pursuant 
to any other provision of law) contained in the 
file maintained by the Government that includes 
information with respect to all transactions in-

volving the alien during the immigration process 
(commonly referred to as an ‘A-file’), and all 
documents pertaining to the alien that the De-
partment of Homeland Security has obtained or 
received from other government agencies, unless 
the alien waives the right to receive such docu-
ments by executing a knowing and voluntary 
waiver in a language that he or she under-
stands fluently,’’; and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The Government is not required to provide 
counsel to aliens under this paragraph. How-
ever, the Attorney General may, in the Attorney 
General’s sole and unreviewable discretion, ap-
point or provide counsel at government expense 
to aliens in immigration proceedings.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(8) FAILURE TO PROVIDE ALIEN REQUIRED 
DOCUMENTS.—In the absence of a waiver under 
subparagraph (B) of paragraph (4), a removal 
proceeding may not proceed until the alien has 
received the documents as required under such 
subparagraph.’’. 

(c) APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL FOR UNACCOM-
PANIED ALIEN CHILDREN AND ALIENS WITH A SE-
RIOUS MENTAL DISABILITY.—Section 292 (8 
U.S.C. 1362), as amended by subsection (a), is 
further amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b), the At-
torney General shall appoint counsel, at the ex-
pense of the Government if necessary, to rep-
resent an alien in a removal proceeding who has 
been determined by the Secretary to be an unac-
companied alien child, is incompetent to rep-
resent himself or herself due to a serious mental 
disability that would be included in section 3(1) 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 
U.S.C. 12102(1)), or is considered particularly 
vulnerable when compared to other aliens in re-
moval proceedings, such that the appointment 
of counsel is necessary to help ensure fair reso-
lution and efficient adjudication of the pro-
ceedings.’’. 

(d) FUNDING.—There shall be appropriated, 
from the Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Trust Fund established under section 6(a)(1), 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
section and the amendments made by this sec-
tion. 
SEC. 3503. OFFICE OF LEGAL ACCESS PROGRAMS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE OF LEGAL AC-
CESS PROGRAMS.—The Attorney General shall 
maintain, within the Executive Office for Immi-
gration Review, an Office of Legal Access Pro-
grams to develop and administer a system of 
legal orientation programs to make immigration 
proceedings more efficient and cost effective by 
educating aliens regarding administrative proce-
dures and legal rights under United States immi-
gration law and to establish other programs to 
assist in providing aliens access to legal infor-
mation. 

(b) LEGAL ORIENTATION PROGRAMS.—The 
legal orientation programs— 

(1) shall provide programs to assist detained 
aliens in making informed and timely decisions 
regarding their removal and eligibility for relief 
from removal in order to increase efficiency and 
reduce costs in immigration proceedings and 
Federal custody processes and to improve access 
to counsel and other legal services; 

(2) may provide services to detained aliens in 
immigration proceedings under sections 235, 238, 
240, and 241(a)(5) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1225, 1228, 1229a, and 
1231(a)(5)) and to other aliens in immigration 
and asylum proceedings under sections 235, 238, 
and 240 of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1225, 1228, and 1229a); and 

(3) shall identify unaccompanied alien chil-
dren, aliens with a serious mental disability, 
and other particularly vulnerable aliens for con-
sideration by the Attorney General pursuant to 
section 292(c) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by section 3502(c). 

(c) PROCEDURES.—The Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Attorney General, shall establish 
procedures that ensure that legal orientation 
programs are available for all detained aliens 
within 5 days of arrival into custody and to in-
form such aliens of the basic procedures of im-
migration hearings, their rights relating to those 
hearings under the immigration laws, informa-
tion that may deter such aliens from filing frivo-
lous legal claims, and any other information 
deemed appropriate by the Attorney General, 
such as a contact list of potential legal resources 
and providers. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection shall be construed to create any sub-
stantive or procedural right or benefit that is le-
gally enforceable by any party against the 
United States or its agencies or officers or any 
other person. 

(e) FUNDING.—There shall be appropriated, 
from the Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Trust Fund established under section 6(a)(1), 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
section. 
SEC. 3504. CODIFYING BOARD OF IMMIGRATION 

APPEALS. 
(a) DEFINITION OF BOARD MEMBER.—Section 

101(a) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(53) The term ‘Board Member’ means an at-
torney whom the Attorney General appoints to 
serve on the Board of Immigration Appeals 
within the Executive Office of Immigration Re-
view, and is qualified to review decisions of im-
migration judges and other matters within the 
jurisdiction of the Board of Immigration Ap-
peals.’’. 

(b) BOARD OF IMMIGRATION APPEALS.—Section 
240(a)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1229a(a)(1)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: ‘‘The Board of 
Immigration Appeals and its Board Members 
shall review decisions of immigration judges 
under this section.’’. 

(c) APPEALS.—Section 240(b)(4) (8 U.S.C. 
1229a(b)(4)), as amended by section 3502(b), is 
further amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘, and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking the period 
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 
following: 

‘‘(D) the alien or the Department of Homeland 
Security may appeal the immigration judge’s de-
cision to a 3-judge panel of the Board of Immi-
gration Appeals.’’. 

(d) DECISION AND BURDEN OF PROOF.—Section 
240(c)(1)(A) (8 U.S.C. 1229a(c)(1)(A)) is amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—At the conclusion of the 
proceeding, the immigration judge shall decide 
whether an alien is removable from the United 
States. The determination of the immigration 
judge shall be based only on the evidence pro-
duced at the hearing. On appeal, the Board of 
Immigration Appeals shall issue a written opin-
ion. The opinion shall address all dispositive ar-
guments raised by the parties. The panel may 
incorporate by reference the opinion of the im-
migration judge whose decision is being re-
viewed, provided that the panel also addresses 
any arguments made by the nonprevailing party 
regarding purported errors of law, fact, or dis-
cretion.’’. 
SEC. 3505. IMPROVED TRAINING FOR IMMIGRA-

TION JUDGES AND BOARD MEM-
BERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 240 (8 U.S.C. 1229a) 
is amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) IMPROVED TRAINING.— 
‘‘(1) IMPROVED TRAINING FOR IMMIGRATION 

JUDGES AND BOARD MEMBERS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In consultation with the 

Attorney General and the Director of the Fed-
eral Judicial Center, the Director of the Execu-
tive Office for Immigration Review shall review 
and modify, as appropriate, training programs 
for immigration judges and Board Members. 
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‘‘(B) ELEMENTS OF REVIEW.—Each such review 

shall study— 
‘‘(i) the expansion of the training program for 

new immigration judges and Board Members; 
‘‘(ii) continuing education regarding current 

developments in the field of immigration law; 
and 

‘‘(iii) methods to ensure that immigration 
judges are trained on properly crafting and dic-
tating decisions. 

‘‘(2) IMPROVED TRAINING AND GUIDANCE FOR 
STAFF.—The Director of the Executive Office for 
Immigration Review shall— 

‘‘(A) modify guidance and training regarding 
screening standards and standards of review; 
and 

‘‘(B) ensure that Board Members provide staff 
attorneys with appropriate guidance in drafting 
decisions in individual cases, consistent with the 
policies and directives of the Director of the Ex-
ecutive Office for Immigration Review and the 
Chairman of the Board of Immigration Ap-
peals.’’. 

(b) FUNDING.—There shall be appropriated, 
from the Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Trust Fund established under section 6(a)(1), 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
section and the amendment made by this sec-
tion. 
SEC. 3506. IMPROVED RESOURCES AND TECH-

NOLOGY FOR IMMIGRATION COURTS 
AND BOARD OF IMMIGRATION AP-
PEALS. 

(a) IMPROVED ON-BENCH REFERENCE MATE-
RIALS AND DECISION TEMPLATES.—The Director 
of the Executive Office for Immigration Review 
shall ensure that immigration judges are pro-
vided with updated reference materials and 
standard decision templates that conform to the 
law of the circuits in which they sit. 

(b) PRACTICE MANUAL.—The Director of the 
Executive Office for Immigration Review shall 
produce a practice manual describing best prac-
tices for the immigration courts and shall make 
such manual available electronically to counsel 
and litigants who appear before the immigration 
courts. 

(c) RECORDING SYSTEM AND OTHER TECH-
NOLOGIES.— 

(1) PLAN REQUIRED.—The Director of the Ex-
ecutive Office for Immigration Review shall pro-
vide the Attorney General with a plan and a 
schedule to replace the immigration courts’ tape 
recording system with a digital recording system 
that is compatible with the information manage-
ment systems of the Executive Office for Immi-
gration Review. 

(2) AUDIO RECORDING SYSTEM.—Consistent 
with the plan described in paragraph (1), the 
Director shall pilot a digital audio recording 
system not later than 1 year after the enactment 
of this Act, and shall begin nationwide imple-
mentation of that system as soon as practicable. 

(d) IMPROVED TRANSCRIPTION SERVICES.—Not 
later than 1 year after the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of the Executive Office for Im-
migration Review shall report to the Attorney 
General on the current transcription services 
utilized by the Office and recommend improve-
ments to this system regarding quality and time-
liness of transcription. 

(e) IMPROVED INTERPRETER SELECTION.—Not 
later than 1 year after the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of the Executive Office for Im-
migration Review shall report to the Attorney 
General on the current interpreter selection 
process utilized by the Office and recommend 
improvements to this process regarding screen-
ing, hiring, certification, and evaluation of staff 
and contract interpreters. 

(f) FUNDING.—There shall be appropriated, 
from the Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Trust Fund established under section 6(a)(1), 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
section. 
SEC. 3507. TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR 

TRAFFICKING PROTECTIONS. 
(a) TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—All unexpended balances ap-
propriated or otherwise available to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services and its Of-
fice of Refugee Resettlement in connection with 
the functions provided for in paragraphs (5) and 
(6) of section 235(c) of the William Wilberforce 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization 
Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1232(c)), shall, subject to 
section 202 of the Budget and Accounting Proce-
dures Act of 1950, be transferred to the Depart-
ment of Justice. Funds transferred pursuant to 
this paragraph shall remain available until ex-
pended and shall be used only for the purposes 
for which the funds were originally authorized 
and appropriated. 

(2) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Attorney Gen-
eral may award grants to, and enter into con-
tracts to carry out the functions set forth in 
paragraphs (5) and (6) of Section 235(c) of the 
William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Reauthorization Act of 2008. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 235(c) 
of the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims 
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 
1232(c)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (5)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Secretary of Health and 

Human Services’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(B) by striking the last sentence; and 
(2) in paragraph (6)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Secretary of Health and 

Human Services’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘Attorney General’’; 

(B) in subparagraphs (B)(ii), (D), and (F), by 
striking ‘‘Secretary’’ each place it appears and 
inserting ‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and 
Human Services’’. 
Subtitle F—Prevention of Trafficking in Per-

sons and Abuses Involving Workers Re-
cruited Abroad 

SEC. 3601. DEFINITIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided by this subtitle, the terms used in this sub-
title shall have the same meanings, respectively, 
as are given those terms in section 3 of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 203). 

(b) OTHER DEFINITIONS.— 
(1) FOREIGN LABOR CONTRACTOR.—The term 

‘‘foreign labor contractor’’ means any person 
who performs foreign labor contracting activity, 
including any person who performs foreign 
labor contracting activity wholly outside of the 
United States, except that the term does not in-
clude any entity of the United States Govern-
ment. 

(2) FOREIGN LABOR CONTRACTING ACTIVITY.— 
The term ‘‘foreign labor contracting activity’’ 
means recruiting, soliciting, or related activities 
with respect to an individual who resides out-
side of the United States in furtherance of em-
ployment in the United States, including when 
such activity occurs wholly outside of the 
United States. 

(3) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means any 
natural person or any corporation, company, 
firm, partnership, joint stock company or asso-
ciation or other organization or entity (whether 
organized under law or not), including munic-
ipal corporations. 

(4) WORKER.—the term ‘‘worker’’ means an in-
dividual or exchange visitor who is the subject 
of foreign labor contracting activity. 
SEC. 3602. DISCLOSURE. 

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR DISCLOSURE.—Any per-
son who engages in foreign labor contracting 
activity shall ascertain and disclose in writing 
in English and in the primary language of the 
worker at the time of the worker’s recruitment, 
the following information: 

(1) The identity and address of the employer 
and the identity and address of the person con-
ducting the recruiting on behalf of the em-
ployer, including any subcontractor or agent in-
volved in such recruiting. 

(2) All assurances and terms and conditions of 
employment, from the prospective employer for 

whom the worker is being recruited, including 
the work hours, level of compensation to be 
paid, the place and period of employment, a de-
scription of the type and nature of employment 
activities, any withholdings or deductions from 
compensation and any penalties for terminating 
employment. 

(3) A signed copy of the work contract be-
tween the worker and the employer. 

(4) The type of visa under which the foreign 
worker is to be employed, the length of time for 
which the visa will be valid, the terms and con-
ditions under which the visa may be renewed, 
and a clear statement of any expenses associ-
ated with securing or renewing the visa. 

(5) An itemized list of any costs or expenses to 
be charged to the worker and any deductions to 
be taken from wages, including any costs for 
housing or accommodation, transportation to 
and from the worksite, meals, health insurance, 
workers’ compensation, costs of benefits pro-
vided, medical examinations, healthcare, tools, 
or safety equipment costs. 

(6) The existence of any labor organizing ef-
fort, strike, lockout, or other labor dispute at 
the place of employment. 

(7) Whether and the extent to which workers 
will be compensated through workers’ com-
pensation, private insurance, or otherwise for 
injuries or death, including work-related inju-
ries and death, during the period of employment 
and, if so, the name of the State workers’ com-
pensation insurance carrier or the name of the 
policyholder of the private insurance, the name 
and the telephone number of each person who 
must be notified of an injury or death, and the 
time period within which such notice must be 
given. 

(8) A statement, in a form specified by the Sec-
retary— 

(A) stating that— 
(i) no foreign labor contractor, agent, or em-

ployee of a foreign labor contractor, may law-
fully assess any fee (including visa fees, proc-
essing fees, transportation fees, legal expenses, 
placement fees, and other costs) to a worker for 
any foreign labor contracting activity; and 

(ii) the employer may bear such costs or fees 
for the foreign labor contractor, but that these 
fees cannot be passed along to the worker; 

(B) explaining that— 
(i) no additional significant requirements or 

changes may be made to the original contract 
signed by the worker without at least 24 hours 
to consider such changes and the specific con-
sent of the worker, obtained voluntarily and 
without threat of penalty; and 

(ii) any significant changes made to the origi-
nal contract that do not comply with clause (i) 
shall be a violation of this subtitle and be sub-
ject to the provisions of section 3610 of this Act; 
and 

(C) describing the protections afforded the 
worker by this section and by section 202 of the 
William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1375b) 
and any applicable visa program, including— 

(i) relevant information about the procedure 
for filing a complaint provided for in section 
3610; and 

(ii) the telephone number for the national 
human trafficking resource center hotline num-
ber. 

(9) Any education or training to be provided 
or required, including— 

(A) the nature, timing, and cost of such train-
ing; 

(B) the person who will pay such costs; 
(C) whether the training is a condition of em-

ployment, continued employment, or future em-
ployment; and 

(D) whether the worker will be paid or remu-
nerated during the training period, including 
the rate of pay. 

(b) RELATIONSHIP TO LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
LAWS.—Nothing in the disclosure required by 
subsection (a) shall constitute a legal conclusion 
as to the worker’s status or rights under the 
labor and employment laws. 
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(c) PROHIBITION ON FALSE AND MISLEADING 

INFORMATION.—No foreign labor contractor or 
employer who engages in any foreign labor con-
tracting activity shall knowingly provide mate-
rially false or misleading information to any 
worker concerning any matter required to be 
disclosed under subsection (a). The disclosure 
required by this section is a document con-
cerning the proper administration of a matter 
within the jurisdiction of a department or agen-
cy of the United States for the purposes of sec-
tion 1519 of title 18, United States Code. 
SEC. 3603. PROHIBITION ON DISCRIMINATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for an 
employer or a foreign labor contractor to fail or 
refuse to hire, discharge, intimidate, threaten, 
restrain, coerce, or blacklist any individual or 
otherwise discriminate against an individual 
with respect to compensation, terms, conditions, 
or privileges of employment, because of such in-
dividual’s race, color, creed, sex, national ori-
gin, religion, age, or disability. 

(b) DETERMINATIONS OF DISCRIMINATION.—For 
the purposes of determining the existence of un-
lawful discrimination under subsection (a)— 

(1) in the case of a claim of discrimination 
based on race, color, creed, sex, national origin, 
or religion, the same legal standards shall apply 
as are applicable under title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.); 

(2) in the case of a claim of discrimination 
based on unlawful discrimination based on age, 
the same legal standards shall apply as are ap-
plicable under the Age Discrimination in Em-
ployment Act of 1967 (29 U.S.C. 621 et seq.); and 

(3) in the case of a claim of discrimination 
based on disability, the same legal standards 
shall apply as are applicable under title I of the 
Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 
U.S.C. 12111 et seq.). 
SEC. 3604. RECRUITMENT FEES. 

No employer, foreign labor contractor, or 
agent or employee of a foreign labor contractor, 
shall assess any fee (including visa fees, proc-
essing fees, transportation fees, legal expenses, 
placement fees, and other costs) to a worker for 
any foreign labor contracting activity. 
SEC. 3605. REGISTRATION. 

(a) REQUIREMENT TO REGISTER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

prior to engaging in any foreign labor con-
tracting activity, any person who is a foreign 
labor contractor or who, for any money or other 
valuable consideration paid or promised to be 
paid, performs a foreign labor contracting activ-
ity on behalf of a foreign labor contractor, shall 
obtain a certificate of registration from the Sec-
retary of Labor pursuant to regulations promul-
gated by the Secretary under subsection (c). 

(2) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYERS.—An 
employer, or employee of an employer, who en-
gages in foreign labor contracting activity solely 
to find employees for that employer’s own use, 
and without the participation of any other for-
eign labor contractor, shall not be required to 
register under this section. 

(b) NOTIFICATION.— 
(1) ANNUAL EMPLOYER NOTIFICATION.—Each 

employer shall notify the Secretary, not less fre-
quently than once every year, of the identity of 
any foreign labor contractor involved in any 
foreign labor contracting activity for, or on be-
half of, the employer, including at a minimum, 
the name and address of the foreign labor con-
tractor, a description of the services for which 
the foreign labor contractor is being used, 
whether the foreign labor contractor is to re-
ceive any economic compensation for the serv-
ices, and, if so, the identity of the person or en-
tity who is paying for the services. 

(2) ANNUAL FOREIGN LABOR CONTRACTOR NOTI-
FICATION.—Each foreign labor contractor shall 
notify the Secretary, not less frequently than 
once every year, of the identity of any subcon-
tractee, agent, or foreign labor contractor em-
ployee involved in any foreign labor contracting 
activity for, or on behalf of, the foreign labor 
contractor. 

(3) NONCOMPLIANCE NOTIFICATION.—An em-
ployer shall notify the Secretary of the identity 
of a foreign labor contractor whose activities do 
not comply with this subtitle. 

(4) AGREEMENT.—Not later than 7 days after 
receiving a request from the Secretary, an em-
ployer shall provide the Secretary with the iden-
tity of any foreign labor contractor with which 
the employer has a contract or other agreement. 

(c) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall promulgate regulations to estab-
lish an efficient electronic process for the timely 
investigation and approval of an application for 
a certificate of registration of foreign labor con-
tractors, including— 

(1) a declaration, subscribed and sworn to by 
the applicant, stating the applicant’s permanent 
place of residence, the foreign labor contracting 
activities for which the certificate is requested, 
and such other relevant information as the Sec-
retary may require; 

(2) a set of fingerprints of the applicant; 
(3) an expeditious means to update registra-

tions and renew certificates; 
(4) providing for the consent of any foreign 

labor recruiter to the designation by a court of 
the Secretary as an agent available to accept 
service of summons in any action against the 
applicant, if the applicant has left the jurisdic-
tion in which the action is commenced, other-
wise has become unavailable to accept service, 
or is subject to personal jurisdiction in no State; 

(5) providing for the consent of any foreign 
labor recruiter to jurisdiction in the Department 
or any Federal or State court in the United 
States for any action brought by any aggrieved 
individual or worker; 

(6) providing for cooperation in any investiga-
tion by the Secretary or other appropriate au-
thorities; 

(7) providing for consent to the forfeiture of 
the bond for failure to cooperate with these pro-
visions; 

(8) providing for consent to be liable for viola-
tions of this subtitle by any agents or 
subcontractees of any level in relation to the 
foreign labor contracting activity of the agent or 
subcontractee to the same extent as if the for-
eign labor contractor had committed the viola-
tion; and 

(9) providing for consultation with other ap-
propriate Federal agencies to determine whether 
any reason exists to deny registration to a for-
eign labor contractor. 

(d) TERM OF REGISTRATION.—Unless sus-
pended or revoked, a certificate under this sec-
tion shall be valid for 2 years. 

(e) APPLICATION FEE.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT FOR FEE.—In addition to 

any other fees authorized by law, the Secretary 
shall impose a fee, to be deposited in the general 
fund of the Treasury, on a foreign labor con-
tractor that submits an application for a certifi-
cate of registration under this section. 

(2) AMOUNT OF FEE.—The amount of the fee 
required by paragraph (1) shall be set at a level 
that the Secretary determines sufficient to cover 
the full costs of carrying out foreign labor con-
tract registration activities under this subtitle, 
including worker education and any additional 
costs associated with the administration of the 
fees collected. 

(f) REFUSAL TO ISSUE; REVOCATION.—In ac-
cordance with regulations promulgated by the 
Secretary, the Secretary shall refuse to issue or 
renew, or shall revoke and debar from eligibility 
to obtain a certificate of registration for a pe-
riod of not greater than 5 years, after notice and 
an opportunity for a hearing, a certificate of 
registration under this section if— 

(1) the applicant for, or holder of, the certifi-
cation has knowingly made a material misrepre-
sentation in the application for such certificate; 

(2) the applicant for, or holder of, the certifi-
cation is not the real party in interest in the ap-
plication or certificate of registration and the 
real party in interest— 

(A) is a person who has been refused issuance 
or renewal of a certificate; 

(B) has had a certificate revoked; or 
(C) does not qualify for a certificate under 

this section; 
(3) the applicant for, or holder of, the certifi-

cation has been convicted within the preceding 
5 years of— 

(A) any felony under State or Federal law or 
crime involving robbery, bribery, extortion, em-
bezzlement, grand larceny, burglary, arson, vio-
lation of narcotics laws, murder, rape, assault 
with intent to kill, assault which inflicts griev-
ous bodily injury, prostitution, peonage, or 
smuggling or harboring individuals who have 
entered the United States illegally; or 

(B) any crime relating to gambling, or to the 
sale, distribution or possession of alcoholic bev-
erages, in connection with or incident to any 
labor contracting activities; or 

(4) the applicant for, or holder of, the certifi-
cation has materially failed to comply with this 
section. 

(g) RE-REGISTRATION OF VIOLATORS.—The 
Secretary shall establish a procedure by which a 
foreign labor contractor that has had its reg-
istration revoked under subsection (f) may seek 
to re-register under this subsection by dem-
onstrating to the Secretary’s satisfaction that 
the foreign labor contractor has not violated 
this subtitle in the previous 5 years and that the 
foreign labor contractor has taken sufficient 
steps to prevent future violations of this sub-
title. 
SEC. 3606. BONDING REQUIREMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall require 
a foreign labor contractor to post a bond in an 
amount sufficient to ensure the ability of the 
foreign labor contractor to discharge its respon-
sibilities and to ensure protection of workers, in-
cluding wages. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary, by regula-
tion, shall establish the conditions under which 
the bond amount is determined, paid, and for-
feited. 

(c) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER REMEDIES.—The 
bond requirements and forfeiture of the bond 
under this section shall be in addition to other 
remedies under 3610 or any other law. 
SEC. 3607. MAINTENANCE OF LISTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall main-
tain— 

(1) a list of all foreign labor contractors reg-
istered under this subsection, including— 

(A) the countries from which the contractors 
recruit; 

(B) the employers for whom the contractors 
recruit; 

(C) the visa categories and occupations for 
which the contractors recruit; and 

(D) the States where recruited workers are em-
ployed; and 

(2) a list of all foreign labor contractors whose 
certificate of registration the Secretary has re-
voked. 

(b) UPDATES; AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary 
shall— 

(1) update the lists required by subsection (a) 
on an ongoing basis, not less frequently than 
every 6 months; and 

(2) make such lists publicly available, includ-
ing through continuous publication on Internet 
websites and in written form at and on the 
websites of United States embassies in the offi-
cial language of that country. 

(c) INTER-AGENCY AVAILABILITY.—The Sec-
retary shall share the information described in 
subsection (a) with the Secretary of State. 
SEC. 3608. AMENDMENT TO THE IMMIGRATION 

AND NATIONALITY ACT. 
Section 214 (8 U.S.C. 1184) is amended by add-

ing at the end the following: 
‘‘(s) A visa shall not be issued under the sub-

paragraph (A)(iii), (B)(i) (but only for domestic 
servants described in clause (i) or (ii) of section 
274a.12(c)(17) of title 8, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (as in effect on December 4, 2007)), (G)(v), 
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(H), (J), (L), (Q), (R), or (W) of section 
101(a)(15) until the consular officer— 

‘‘(1) has provided to and reviewed with the 
applicant, in the applicant’s language (or a lan-
guage the applicant understands), a copy of the 
information and resources pamphlet required by 
section 202 of the William Wilberforce Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act 
of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1375b); and 

‘‘(2) has reviewed and made a part of the visa 
file the foreign labor recruiter disclosures re-
quired by section 3602 of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act, including whether the foreign 
labor recruiter is registered pursuant to that sec-
tion.’’. 
SEC. 3609. RESPONSIBILITIES OF SECRETARY OF 

STATE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State shall 

ensure that each United States diplomatic mis-
sion has a person who shall be responsible for 
receiving information from any worker who has 
been subject to violations of this subtitle. 

(b) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—The respon-
sible person referred to in subsection (a) shall 
ensure that the information received is provided 
to the Department of Justice, the Department of 
Labor, or any other relevant Federal agency. 

(c) MECHANISMS.—The Attorney General and 
the Secretary shall ensure that there is a mecha-
nism for any actions that need to be taken in re-
sponse to information received under subsection 
(a). 

(d) ASSISTANCE FROM FOREIGN GOVERN-
MENT.—The person designated for receiving in-
formation pursuant to subsection (a) is strongly 
encouraged to coordinate with governments and 
civil society organizations in the countries of or-
igin to ensure the worker receives additional 
support. 

(e) MAINTENANCE AND AVAILABILITY OF INFOR-
MATION.—The Secretary of State shall ensure 
that consulates maintain information regarding 
the identities of foreign labor contractors and 
the employers to whom the foreign labor con-
tractors supply workers. The Secretary of State 
shall make such information publicly available 
in written form and online, including on the 
websites of United States embassies in the offi-
cial language of that country. 

(f) ANNUAL PUBLIC DISCLOSE.—The Secretary 
of State shall make publicly available online, on 
an annual basis, data disclosing the gender, 
country of origin and state, if available, date of 
birth, wage, level of training, and occupation 
category, disaggregated by job and by visa cat-
egory and subcategory. 
SEC. 3610. ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS. 

(a) COMPLAINTS AND INVESTIGATIONS.—The 
Secretary— 

(1) shall establish a process for the receipt, in-
vestigation, and disposition of complaints filed 
by any person, including complaints respecting 
a foreign labor contractor’s compliance with this 
subtitle; and 

(2) either pursuant to the process required by 
paragraph (1) or otherwise, may investigate em-
ployers or foreign labor contractors, including 
actions occurring in a foreign country, as nec-
essary to determine compliance with this sub-
title. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A worker who believes that 

he or she has suffered a violation of this subtitle 
may seek relief from an employer by— 

(A) filing a complaint with the Secretary 
within 3 years after the date on which the viola-
tion occurred or date on which the employee be-
came aware of the violation; or 

(B) if the Secretary has not issued a final de-
cision within 120 days of the filing of the com-
plaint and there is no showing that such delay 
is due to the bad faith of the claimant, bringing 
an action at law or equity for de novo review in 
the appropriate district court of the United 
States, which shall have jurisdiction over such 
an action without regard to the amount in con-
troversy. 

(2) PROCEDURE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Unless otherwise provided 

herein, a complaint under paragraph (1)(A) 
shall be governed under the rules and proce-
dures set forth in paragraphs (1) and (2)(A) of 
section 42121(b) of title 49, United States Code. 

(B) EXCEPTION.—Notification of a complaint 
under paragraph (1)(A) shall be made to each 
person or entity named in the complaint as a de-
fendant and to the employer. 

(C) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—An action filed 
in a district court of the United States under 
paragraph (1)(B) shall be commenced not later 
than 180 days after the last day of the 120-day 
period referred to in that paragraph. 

(D) JURY TRIAL.—A party to an action 
brought under paragraph (1)(B) shall be entitled 
to trial by jury. 

(c) ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary finds, after 

notice and an opportunity for a hearing, any 
foreign labor contractor or employer failed to 
comply with any of the requirements of this sub-
title, the Secretary may impose the following 
against such contractor or employer— 

(A) a fine in an amount not more than $10,000 
per violation; and 

(B) upon the occasion of a third violation or 
a failure to comply with representations, a fine 
of not more than $25,000 per violation. 

(d) AUTHORITY TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE.—The 
Secretary is authorized to take other such ac-
tions, including issuing subpoenas and seeking 
appropriate injunctive relief and recovery of 
damages, as may be necessary to assure compli-
ance with the terms and conditions of this sub-
title. 

(e) BONDING.—Pursuant to the bonding re-
quirement in section 3606, bond liquidation and 
forfeitures shall be in addition to other remedies 
under this section or any other law. 

(f) CIVIL ACTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary or any person 

aggrieved by a violation of this subtitle may 
bring a civil action against any foreign labor 
contractor that does not meet the requirements 
under subsection (g)(2) in any court of com-
petent jurisdiction— 

(A) to seek remedial action, including injunc-
tive relief; 

(B) to recover damages on behalf of any work-
er harmed by a violation of this subsection; and 

(C) to ensure compliance with requirements of 
this section. 

(2) ACTIONS BY THE SECRETARY OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY.— 

(A) SUMS RECOVERED.—Any sums recovered by 
the Secretary on behalf of a worker under para-
graph (1) or through liquidation of the bond 
held pursuant to section 3606 shall be held in a 
special deposit account and shall be paid, on 
order of the Secretary, directly to each worker 
affected. Any such sums not paid to a worker 
because of inability to do so within a period of 
5 years shall be credited as an offsetting collec-
tion to the appropriations account of the Sec-
retary for expenses for the administration of this 
section and shall remain available to the Sec-
retary until expended or may be used for en-
forcement of the laws within the jurisdiction of 
the wage and hour division or may be trans-
ferred to the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services for the purpose of providing support to 
programs that provide assistance to victims of 
trafficking in persons or other exploited persons. 
The Secretary shall work with any attorney or 
organization representing workers to locate 
workers owed sums under this section. 

(B) REPRESENTATION.—Except as provided in 
section 518(a) of title 28, United States Code, the 
Attorney General may appear for and represent 
the Secretary in any civil litigation brought 
under this paragraph. All such litigation shall 
be subject to the direction and control of the At-
torney General. 

(3) ACTIONS BY INDIVIDUALS.— 
(A) AWARD.—If the court finds in a civil ac-

tion filed by an individual under this section 

that the defendant has violated any provision of 
this subtitle (or any regulation issued pursuant 
to this subtitle), the court may award— 

(i) damages, up to and including an amount 
equal to the amount of actual damages, and 
statutory damages of up to $1,000 per plaintiff 
per violation, or other equitable relief, except 
that with respect to statutory damages— 

(I) multiple infractions of a single provision of 
this subtitle (or of a regulation under this sub-
title) shall constitute only 1 violation for pur-
poses of section 3602(a) to determine the amount 
of statutory damages due a plaintiff; and 

(II) if such complaint is certified as a class ac-
tion the court may award— 

(aa) damages up to an amount equal to the 
amount of actual damages; and 

(bb) statutory damages of not more than the 
lesser of up to $1,000 per class member per viola-
tion, or up to $500,000; and other equitable re-
lief; 

(ii) reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs; and 
(iii) such other and further relief, including 

declaratory and injunctive relief, as necessary 
to effectuate the purposes of this subtitle. 

(B) CRITERIA.—In determining the amount of 
statutory damages to be awarded under sub-
paragraph (A), the court is authorized to con-
sider whether an attempt was made to resolve 
the issues in dispute before the resort to litiga-
tion. 

(C) BOND.—To satisfy the damages, fees, and 
costs found owing under this clause, the Sec-
retary shall release as much of the bond held 
pursuant to section 3606 as necessary. 

(D) APPEAL.—Any civil action brought under 
this section shall be subject to appeal as pro-
vided in chapter 83 of title 28, United States 
Code (28 U.S.C. 1291 et seq.). 

(E) ACCESS TO LEGAL SERVICES CORPORA-
TION.—Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Legal Services Corporation and recipi-
ents of its funding may provide legal assistance 
on behalf of any alien with respect to any provi-
sion of this subtitle. 

(g) AGENCY LIABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning 180 days after the 

Secretary has promulgated regulations pursuant 
to section 3605(c), an employer who retains the 
services of a foreign labor contractor shall only 
use those foreign labor contractors who are reg-
istered under section 3605. 

(2) SAFE HARBOR.—An employer shall not 
have any liability under this section if the em-
ployer hires workers referred by a foreign labor 
contractor that has a valid registration with the 
Department pursuant to section 3604. 

(3) LIABILITY FOR AGENTS.—Foreign labor con-
tractors shall be subject to the provisions of this 
section for violations committed by the foreign 
labor contractor’s agents or subcontractees of 
any level in relation to their foreign labor con-
tracting activity to the same extent as if the for-
eign labor contractor had committed the viola-
tion. 

(h) RETALIATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—No person shall intimidate, 

threaten, restrain, coerce, discharge, or in any 
other manner discriminate or retaliate against 
any worker or their family members (including a 
former employee or an applicant for employ-
ment) because such worker disclosed informa-
tion to any person that the worker reasonably 
believes evidences a violation of this section (or 
any rule or regulation pertaining to this sec-
tion), including seeking legal assistance of 
counsel or cooperating with an investigation or 
other proceeding concerning compliance with 
this section (or any rule or regulation per-
taining to this section). 

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—An individual who is sub-
ject to any conduct described in paragraph (1) 
may, in a civil action, recover appropriate relief, 
including reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs, 
with respect to that violation. Any civil action 
under this subparagraph shall be stayed during 
the pendency of any criminal action arising out 
of the violation. 
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(i) WAIVER OF RIGHTS.—Agreements by em-

ployees purporting to waive or to modify their 
rights under this subtitle shall be void as con-
trary to public policy. 

(j) PRESENCE DURING PENDENCY OF ACTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If other immigration relief is 

not available, the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary shall grant advance parole to permit a 
nonimmigrant to remain legally in the United 
States for time sufficient to fully and effectively 
participate in all legal proceedings related to 
any action taken pursuant to this section. 

(2) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall promulgate regulations to carry 
out paragraph (1). 
SEC. 3611. DETECTING AND PREVENTING CHILD 

TRAFFICKING. 
The Secretary shall mandate the live training 

of all U.S. Customs and Border Protection per-
sonnel who are likely to come into contact with 
unaccompanied alien children. Such training 
shall incorporate the services of child welfare 
professionals with expertise in culturally com-
petent, trauma-centered, and developmentally 
appropriate interviewing skills to assist U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection in the screening 
of children attempting to enter the United 
States. 
SEC. 3612. PROTECTING CHILD TRAFFICKING VIC-

TIMS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited 

as the ‘‘Child Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act’’. 

(b) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the term 
‘‘unaccompanied alien children’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 462 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279). 

(c) CARE AND TRANSPORTATION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that all unaccompanied 
alien children who will undergo any immigra-
tion proceedings before the Department or the 
Executive Office for Immigration Review are 
duly transported and placed in the care and 
legal and physical custody of the Office of Ref-
ugee Resettlement not later than 72 hours after 
their apprehension absent exceptional cir-
cumstances, including a natural disaster or 
comparable emergency beyond the control of the 
Secretary or the Office of Refugee Resettlement. 
The Secretary, to the extent practicable, shall 
ensure that female officers are continuously 
present during the transfer and transport of fe-
male detainees who are in the custody of the 
Department. 

(d) QUALIFIED RESOURCES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall provide 

adequately trained and qualified staff and re-
sources, including the accommodation of child 
welfare officials, in accordance with subsection 
(e), at U.S. Customs and Border Protection ports 
of entry and stations. 

(2) CHILD WELFARE PROFESSIONALS.—The Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, in con-
sultation with the Secretary, shall hire, on a 
full- or part-time basis, child welfare profes-
sionals who will provide assistance, either in 
person or by other appropriate methods of com-
munication, in not fewer than 7 of the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection offices or stations 
with the largest number of unaccompanied alien 
child apprehensions in the previous fiscal year. 

(e) CHILD WELFARE PROFESSIONALS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consulta-

tion with the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, shall ensure that qualified child wel-
fare professionals with expertise in culturally 
competent, trauma-centered, and develop-
mentally appropriate interviewing skills are 
available at each major port of entry described 
in subsection (d). 

(2) DUTIES.—Child welfare professionals de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) develop guidelines for treatment of unac-
companied alien children in the custody of the 
Department; 

(B) conduct screening of all unaccompanied 
alien children in accordance with section 
235(a)(4) of the William Wilberforce Trafficking 
Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 
(8 U.S.C. 1232(a)(4)); 

(C) notify the Department and the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement of children that poten-
tially meet the notification and transfer require-
ments set forth in subsections (a) and (b) of sec-
tion 235 of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1232); 

(D) interview adult relatives accompanying 
unaccompanied alien children; 

(E) provide an initial family relationship and 
trafficking assessment and recommendations re-
garding unaccompanied alien children’s initial 
placements to the Office of Refugee Resettle-
ment, which shall be conducted in accordance 
with the time frame set forth in subsections 
(a)(4) and (b)(3) of section 235 of such Act (8 
U.S.C. 1232); and 

(F) ensure that each unaccompanied alien 
child in the custody of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection— 

(i) receives emergency medical care when nec-
essary; 

(ii) receives emergency medical and mental 
health care that complies with the standards 
adopted pursuant to section 8(c) of the Prison 
Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (42 U.S.C. 15607(c)) 
whenever necessary, including in cases in which 
a child is at risk to harm himself, herself, or oth-
ers; 

(iii) is provided with climate appropriate 
clothing, shoes, basic personal hygiene and san-
itary products, a pillow, linens, and sufficient 
blankets to rest at a comfortable temperature; 

(iv) receives adequate nutrition; 
(v) enjoys a safe and sanitary living environ-

ment; 
(vi) has access to daily recreational programs 

and activities if held for a period longer than 24 
hours; 

(vii) has access to legal services and consular 
officials; and 

(viii) is permitted to make supervised phone 
calls to family members. 

(3) FINAL DETERMINATIONS.—The Office of 
Refugee Resettlement in accordance with appli-
cable policies and procedures for sponsors, shall 
submit final determinations on family relation-
ships to the Secretary, who shall consider such 
adult relatives for community-based support al-
ternatives to detention. 

(4) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary shall submit a re-
port to Congress that— 

(A) describes the screening procedures used by 
the child welfare professionals to screen unac-
companied alien children; 

(B) assesses the effectiveness of such 
screenings; and 

(C) includes data on all unaccompanied alien 
children who were screened by child welfare 
professionals; 

(f) IMMEDIATE NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary 
shall notify the Office of Refugee Resettlement 
of an unaccompanied alien child in the custody 
of the Department as soon as practicable, but 
generally not later than 48 hours after the De-
partment encounters the child, to effectively 
and efficiently coordinate the child’s transfer to 
and placement with the Office of Refugee Reset-
tlement. 

(g) NOTICE OF RIGHTS AND RIGHT TO ACCESS 
TO COUNSEL.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ensure 
that all unaccompanied alien children, upon ap-
prehension, are provided— 

(A) an interview and screening with a child 
welfare professional described in subsection 
(e)(1); and 

(B) an orientation and oral and written notice 
of their rights under the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, including— 

(i) their right to relief from removal; 
(ii) their right to confer with counsel (as guar-

anteed under section 292 of such Act (8 U.S.C. 

1362)), family, or friends while in the temporary 
custody of the Department; and 

(iii) relevant complaint mechanisms to report 
any abuse or misconduct they may have experi-
enced. 

(2) LANGUAGES.—The Secretary shall ensure 
that— 

(A) the video orientation and written notice of 
rights described in paragraph (1) is available in 
English and in the 5 most common native lan-
guages spoken by the unaccompanied children 
held in custody at that location during the pre-
ceding fiscal year; and 

(B) the oral notice of rights is available in 
English and in the most common native lan-
guage spoken by the unaccompanied children 
held in custody at that location during the pre-
ceding fiscal year. 

(h) CONFIDENTIALITY.—The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall maintain the 
privacy and confidentiality of all information 
gathered in the course of providing care, cus-
tody, placement, and follow-up services to unac-
companied alien children, consistent with the 
best interest of the unaccompanied alien child, 
by not disclosing such information to other gov-
ernment agencies or nonparental third parties 
unless such disclosure is— 

(1) recorded in writing and placed in the 
child’s file; 

(2) in the child’s best interest; and 
(3)(A) authorized by the child or by an ap-

proved sponsor in accordance with section 235 of 
the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 
1232) and the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (Public Law 104–191); or 

(B) provided to a duly recognized law enforce-
ment entity to prevent imminent and serious 
harm to another individual. 

(i) OTHER POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.—The 
Secretary shall adopt fundamental child protec-
tion policies and procedures— 

(1) for reliable age determinations of children, 
developed in consultation with medical and 
child welfare experts, which exclude the use of 
fallible forensic testing of children’s bone and 
teeth; 

(2) to utilize all legal authorities to defer the 
child’s removal if the child faces a risk of life- 
threatening harm upon return including due to 
the child’s mental health or medical condition; 
and 

(3) to ensure, in accordance with the Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 
(42 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.), that unaccompanied 
alien children, while in detention, are— 

(A) physically separated from any adult who 
is not an immediate family member; and 

(B) separated from— 
(i) immigration detainees and inmates with 

criminal convictions; 
(ii) pretrial inmates facing criminal prosecu-

tion; and 
(iii) inmates exhibiting violent behavior. 
(j) REPATRIATION AND REINTEGRATION PRO-

GRAM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 

United States Agency for International Develop-
ment, in conjunction with the Secretary, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the 
Attorney General, international organizations, 
and nongovernmental organizations in the 
United States with expertise in repatriation and 
reintegration, shall create a multi-year program 
to develop and implement best practices and sus-
tainable programs in the United States and 
within the country of return to ensure the safe 
and sustainable repatriation and reintegration 
of unaccompanied alien children into their 
country of nationality or of last habitual resi-
dence, including placement with their families, 
legal guardians, or other sponsoring agencies. 

(2) REPORT ON REPATRIATION AND REINTEGRA-
TION OF UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHILDREN.—Not 
later than 18 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and annually thereafter, the 
Administrator of the Agency for International 
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Development shall submit a substantive report 
to the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives on efforts to improve 
repatriation and reintegration programs for un-
accompanied alien children. 

(k) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.— 
(1) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in ac-

cordance with a written agreement between the 
Secretary and the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, shall transfer such amounts as 
may be necessary to carry out the duties de-
scribed in subsection (f)(2) from amounts appro-
priated for U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
to the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 15 days before 
any proposed transfer under paragraph (1), the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, in 
consultation with the Secretary, shall submit a 
detailed expenditure plan that describes the ac-
tions proposed to be taken with amounts trans-
ferred under such paragraph to— 

(A) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 
SEC. 3613. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this subtitle shall be construed to 
preempt or alter any other rights or remedies, 
including any causes of action, available under 
any other Federal or State law. 
SEC. 3614. REGULATIONS. 

The Secretary shall, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Labor, prescribe regulations to im-
plement this subtitle and to develop policies and 
procedures to enforce the provisions of this sub-
title. 

Subtitle G—Interior Enforcement 
SEC. 3701. CRIMINAL STREET GANGS. 

(a) INADMISSIBILITY.—Section 212(a)(2) (8 
U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)) is amended by inserting after 
subparagraph (I) the following: 

‘‘(J) ALIENS IN CRIMINAL STREET GANGS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Any alien is inadmissible— 
‘‘(I) who has been convicted of an offense for 

which an element was active participation in a 
criminal street gang (as defined in section 521(a) 
of title 18, United States Code) and the alien— 

‘‘(aa) had knowledge that the gang’s members 
engaged in or have engaged in a continuing se-
ries of offenses described in section 521(c) of title 
18, United States Code; and 

‘‘(bb) acted with the intention to promote or 
further the felonious activities of the criminal 
street gang or maintain or increase his or her 
position in the gang; or 

‘‘(II) subject to clause (ii), who is 18 years of 
age or older, who is physically present outside 
the United States, whom the Secretary deter-
mines by clear and convincing evidence, based 
upon law enforcement information deemed cred-
ible by the Secretary, has, since the age of 18, 
knowingly and willingly participated in a crimi-
nal street gang with knowledge that such par-
ticipation promoted or furthered the illegal ac-
tivity of the gang. 

‘‘(ii) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive 
clause (i)(II) if the alien has renounced all asso-
ciation with the criminal street gang, is other-
wise admissible, and is not a threat to the secu-
rity of the United States.’’. 

(b) GROUNDS FOR DEPORTATION.—Section 
237(a)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1227(a)(2)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(G) ALIENS ASSOCIATED WITH CRIMINAL 
STREET GANGS.—Any alien is removable who has 
been convicted of an offense for which an ele-
ment was active participation in a criminal 
street gang (as defined in section 521(a) of title 
18, United States Code), and the alien— 

‘‘(i) had knowledge that the gang’s members 
engaged in or have engaged in a continuing se-
ries of offenses described in section 521(c) of title 
18, United States Code; and 

‘‘(ii) acted with the intention to promote or 
further the felonious activities the criminal 

street gang or increase his or her position in 
such gang.’’. 

(c) GROUND OF INELIGIBILITY FOR REGISTERED 
PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT STATUS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien who is 18 years of 
age or older is ineligible for registered provi-
sional immigrant status if the Secretary deter-
mines that the alien— 

(A) has been convicted of an offense for which 
an element was active participation in a crimi-
nal street gang (as defined in section 521(a) of 
title 18, United States Code, and the alien— 

(i) had knowledge that the gang’s members 
engaged in or have engaged in a continuing se-
ries of offenses described in section 521(c) of title 
18, United States Code; and 

(ii) acted with the intention to promote or fur-
ther the felonious activities of the criminal 
street gang or maintain or increase his or her 
position in such gang; or 

(B) subject to paragraph (2), any alien who is 
18 years of age or older whom the Secretary de-
termines by clear and convincing evidence, 
based upon law enforcement information 
deemed credible by the Secretary, has, since the 
age of 18, knowingly and willingly participated 
in a such gang with knowledge that such par-
ticipation promoted or furthered the illegal ac-
tivity of such gang. 

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the 
application of paragraph (1)(B) if the alien has 
renounced all association with the criminal 
street gang, is otherwise admissible, and is not 
a threat to the security of the United States. 
SEC. 3702. BANNING HABITUAL DRUNK DRIVERS 

FROM THE UNITED STATES. 
(a) GROUNDS FOR INADMISSIBILITY.—Section 

212(a)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)), as amended by 
section 3701(a), is further amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as sub-
paragraph (L); and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the 
following: 

‘‘(F) HABITUAL DRUNK DRIVERS.—An alien 
convicted of 3 or more offenses for driving under 
the influence or driving while intoxicated on 
separate dates is inadmissible.’’. 

(b) GROUNDS FOR DEPORTATION.—Section 
237(a)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1227(a)(2)), as amended by 
section 3701(b), is further amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(H) HABITUAL DRUNK DRIVERS.—An alien 
convicted of 3 or more offenses for driving under 
the influence or driving while intoxicated, at 
least 1 of which occurred after the date of the 
enactment of the Border Security, Economic Op-
portunity, and Immigration Modernization Act, 
is deportable.’’. 

(c) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) AGGRAVATED FELONY.—Section 

101(a)(43)(F) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(43)(F)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘for which the term of imprison-
ment’’ and inserting ‘‘, including a third drunk 
driving conviction, for which the term of impris-
onment is’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICATION.— 
(A) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 

by paragraph (1) shall take effect on the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(B) APPLICATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

paragraph (ii), the amendment made by para-
graph (1) shall apply to a conviction for drunk 
driving that occurred before, on, or after such 
date of enactment. 

(ii) TWO OR MORE PRIOR CONVICTIONS.—An 
alien who received 2 or more convictions for 
drunk driving before the date of the enactment 
of this Act may not be subject to removal for the 
commission of an aggravated felony pursuant to 
section 237(a)(2)(A)(iii) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii)) on 
the basis of such convictions until the date on 
which the alien is convicted of a drunk driving 
offense after such date of enactment. 
SEC. 3703. SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR. 

Section 101(a)(43)(A) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(43)(A)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘murder, rape, or sexual 

abuse of a minor;’’ and inserting ‘‘murder, rape, 
or sexual abuse of a minor, whether or not the 
minority of the victim is established by evidence 
contained in the record of conviction or by cred-
ible evidence extrinsic to the record of convic-
tion;’’. 
SEC. 3704. ILLEGAL ENTRY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 275 (8 U.S.C. 1325) is 
amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 275. ILLEGAL ENTRY. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(1) CRIMINAL OFFENSES.—An alien shall be 

subject to the penalties set forth in paragraph 
(2) if the alien— 

‘‘(A) enters or crosses the border into the 
United States at any time or place other than as 
designated by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity; 

‘‘(B) eludes examination or inspection by an 
immigration officer, or a customs or agriculture 
inspection at a port of entry; or 

‘‘(C) enters or crosses the border to the United 
States by means of a knowingly false or mis-
leading representation or the concealment of a 
material fact. 

‘‘(2) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—Any alien who 
violates any provision under paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) shall, for the first violation, be fined 
under title 18, United States Code, imprisoned 
not more than 12 months, or both; 

‘‘(B) shall, for a second or subsequent viola-
tion, or following an order of voluntary depar-
ture, be fined under such title, imprisoned not 
more than 3 years, or both; 

‘‘(C) if the violation occurred after the alien 
had been convicted of 3 or more misdemeanors 
with the convictions occurring on different 
dates or of a felony for which the alien served 
a term of imprisonment of 15 days or more, shall 
be fined under such title, imprisoned not more 
than 10 years, or both; and 

‘‘(D) if the violation occurred after the alien 
had been convicted of a felony for which the 
alien was sentenced to a term of imprisonment 
of not less than 30 months, shall be fined under 
such title, imprisoned not more than 15 years, or 
both. 

‘‘(3) PRIOR CONVICTIONS.—The prior convic-
tions described in subparagraphs (C) and (D) of 
paragraph (2) are elements of the offenses de-
scribed in that paragraph and the penalties in 
such subparagraphs shall apply only in cases in 
which the conviction or convictions that form 
the basis for the additional penalty are— 

‘‘(A) alleged in the indictment or information; 
and 

‘‘(B) proven beyond a reasonable doubt at 
trial or admitted by the defendant under oath as 
part of a plea agreement. 

‘‘(b) IMPROPER TIME OR PLACE; CIVIL PEN-
ALTIES.—Any alien older than 18 years of age 
who is apprehended while knowingly entering, 
attempting to enter, or crossing or attempting to 
cross the border to the United States at a time 
or place other than as designated by immigra-
tion officers shall be subject to a civil penalty, 
in addition to any criminal or other civil pen-
alties that may be imposed under any other pro-
vision of law, in an amount equal to— 

‘‘(1) not less than $250 or more than $5,000 for 
each such entry, crossing, attempted entry, or 
attempted crossing; or 

‘‘(2) twice the amount specified in paragraph 
(1) if the alien had previously been subject to a 
civil penalty under this subsection. 

‘‘(c) FRAUDULENT MARRIAGE.—An individual 
who knowingly enters into a marriage for the 
purpose of evading any provision of the immi-
gration laws shall be imprisoned for not more 
than 5 years, fined not more than $250,000, or 
both. 

‘‘(d) COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES.—Any indi-
vidual who knowingly establishes a commercial 
enterprise for the purpose of evading any provi-
sion of the immigration laws shall be imprisoned 
for not more than 5 years, fined in accordance 
with title 18, United States Code, or both.’’. 
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(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-

tents is amended by striking the item relating to 
section 275 and inserting the following: 
‘‘Sec. 275. Illegal entry.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall take effect 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 3705. REENTRY OF REMOVED ALIEN. 

Section 276 (8 U.S.C. 1326) is amended to read 
as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 276. REENTRY OF REMOVED ALIEN. 

‘‘(a) REENTRY AFTER REMOVAL.—Any alien 
who has been denied admission, excluded, de-
ported, or removed, or who has departed the 
United States while an order of exclusion, de-
portation, or removal is outstanding, and subse-
quently enters, attempts to enter, crosses the 
border to, attempts to cross the border to, or is 
at any time found in the United States, shall be 
fined under title 18, United States Code, and im-
prisoned not more than 2 years. 

‘‘(b) REENTRY OF CRIMINAL OFFENDERS.—Not-
withstanding the penalty provided in subsection 
(a), if an alien described in that subsection— 

‘‘(1) was convicted for 3 or more mis-
demeanors, with the convictions occurring on 
different dates, before such removal or depar-
ture, the alien shall be fined under title 18, 
United States Code, and imprisoned not more 
than 10 years, or both; 

‘‘(2) was convicted for a felony before such re-
moval or departure for which the alien was sen-
tenced to a term of imprisonment of not less 
than 30 months, the alien shall be fined under 
such title, and imprisoned not more than 15 
years, or both; 

‘‘(3) was convicted for a felony before such re-
moval or departure for which the alien was sen-
tenced to a term of imprisonment of not less 
than 60 months, the alien shall be fined under 
such title, and imprisoned not more than 20 
years, or both; 

‘‘(4) was convicted for 3 felonies, with the 
convictions occurring on different dates before 
such removal or departure, the alien shall be 
fined under such title, and imprisoned not more 
than 20 years, or both; or 

‘‘(5) was convicted, before such removal or de-
parture, for murder, rape, kidnapping, or a fel-
ony offense described in chapter 77 (relating to 
peonage and slavery) or 113B (relating to ter-
rorism) of such title, the alien shall be fined 
under such title, and imprisoned not more than 
20 years, or both. 

‘‘(c) REENTRY AFTER REPEATED REMOVAL.— 
Any alien who has been denied admission, ex-
cluded, deported, or removed 3 or more times 
and thereafter enters, attempts to enter, crosses 
the border to, attempts to cross the border to, or 
is at any time found in the United States, shall 
be fined under title 18, United States Code, and 
imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both. 

‘‘(d) PROOF OF PRIOR CONVICTIONS.—The 
prior convictions described in subsection (b) are 
elements of the offenses described in that sub-
section, and the penalties in such subsection 
shall apply only in cases in which the convic-
tion or convictions that form the basis for the 
additional penalty are— 

‘‘(1) alleged in the indictment or information; 
and 

‘‘(2) proven beyond a reasonable doubt at trial 
or admitted by the defendant under oath as part 
of a plea agreement. 

‘‘(e) AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES.—It shall be an 
affirmative defense to a violation of this section 
that— 

‘‘(1) prior to the alleged violation, the alien 
had sought and received the express consent of 
the Secretary of Homeland Security to reapply 
for admission into the United States; or 

‘‘(2) at the time of the prior exclusion, depor-
tation, removal, or denial of admission alleged 
in the violation, the alien had not yet reached 
18 years of age and had not been convicted of a 
crime or adjudicated a delinquent minor by a 
court of the United States, or a court of a state 

or territory, for conduct that would constitute a 
felony if committed by an adult. 

‘‘(f) LIMITATION ON COLLATERAL ATTACK ON 
UNDERLYING DEPORTATION ORDER.—In a crimi-
nal proceeding under this section, an alien may 
not challenge the validity of the deportation 
order described in subsection (a) or subsection 
(c) unless the alien demonstrates that— 

‘‘(1) the alien exhausted any administrative 
remedies that may have been available to seek 
relief against the order; 

‘‘(2) the deportation proceedings at which the 
order was issued improperly deprived the alien 
of the opportunity for judicial review; and 

‘‘(3) the entry of the order was fundamentally 
unfair. 

‘‘(g) REENTRY OF ALIEN REMOVED PRIOR TO 
COMPLETION OF TERM OF IMPRISONMENT.—Any 
alien removed pursuant to section 241(a)(4) who 
enters, attempts to enter, crosses the border to, 
attempts to cross the border to, or is at any time 
found in, the United States shall be incarcer-
ated for the remainder of the sentence of impris-
onment which was pending at the time of depor-
tation without any reduction for parole or su-
pervised release unless the alien affirmatively 
demonstrates that the Secretary of Homeland 
Security has expressly consented to the alien’s 
reentry or the alien is prima facie eligible for 
protection from removal. Such alien shall be 
subject to such other penalties relating to the re-
entry of removed aliens as may be available 
under this section or any other provision of law. 

‘‘(h) LIMITATION.—It is not aiding and abet-
ting a violation of this section for an individual 
to provide an alien with emergency humani-
tarian assistance, including emergency medical 
care and food, or to transport the alien to a lo-
cation where such assistance can be rendered 
without compensation or the expectation of com-
pensation. 

‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) FELONY.—The term ‘felony’ means any 

criminal offense punishable by a term of impris-
onment of more than 1 year under the laws of 
the United States, any State, or a foreign gov-
ernment. 

‘‘(2) MISDEMEANOR.—The term ‘misdemeanor’ 
means any criminal offense punishable by a 
term of imprisonment of not more than 1 year 
under the applicable laws of the United States, 
any State, or a foreign government. 

‘‘(3) REMOVAL.—The term ‘removal’ includes 
any denial of admission, exclusion, deportation, 
or removal, or any agreement by which an alien 
stipulates or agrees to exclusion, deportation, or 
removal. 

‘‘(4) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means a State of 
the United States, the District of Columbia, and 
any commonwealth, territory, or possession of 
the United States.’’. 
SEC. 3706. PENALTIES RELATING TO VESSELS 

AND AIRCRAFT. 
Section 243(c) (8 U.S.C. 1253(c)) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ each place 

such term appears and inserting ‘‘Secretary of 
Homeland Security’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘Commissioner’’ each place 
such term appears and inserting ‘‘Secretary of 
Homeland Security’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘$2,000’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$5,000’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘$5,000’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$10,000’’; 
(C) by amending subparagraph (C) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(C) COMPROMISE.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security, in the Secretary’s unreviewable 
discretion and upon the receipt of a written re-
quest, may mitigate the monetary penalties re-
quired under this subsection for each alien 
stowaway to an amount equal to not less than 
$2,000, upon such terms that the Secretary de-
termines to be appropriate.’’; and 

(D) by inserting at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) EXCEPTION.—A person, acting without 

compensation or the expectation of compensa-

tion, is not subject to penalties under this para-
graph if the person is— 

‘‘(i) providing, or attempting to provide, an 
alien with humanitarian assistance, including 
emergency medical care or food or water; or 

‘‘(ii) transporting the alien to a location 
where such humanitarian assistance can be ren-
dered without compensation or the expectation 
of compensation.’’. 
SEC. 3707. REFORM OF PASSPORT, VISA, AND IM-

MIGRATION FRAUD OFFENSES. 
(a) TRAFFICKING IN PASSPORTS.—Section 1541 

of title 18, United States Code, is amended to 
read as follows: 
‘‘§ 1541. Trafficking in passports 

‘‘(a) MULTIPLE PASSPORTS.—Subject to sub-
section (b), any person who, during any period 
of 3 years or less, knowingly— 

‘‘(1) and without lawful authority produces, 
issues, or transfers 3 or more passports; 

‘‘(2) forges, counterfeits, alters, or falsely 
makes 3 or more passports; 

‘‘(3) secures, possesses, uses, receives, buys, 
sells, or distributes 3 or more passports, knowing 
the passports to be forged, counterfeited, al-
tered, falsely made, stolen, procured by fraud, 
or produced or issued without lawful authority; 
or 

‘‘(4) completes, mails, prepares, presents, 
signs, or submits 3 or more applications for a 
United States passport, knowing the applica-
tions to contain any materially false statement 
or representation, 
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not 
more than 20 years, or both. 

‘‘(b) USE IN A TERRORISM OFFENSE.—Any per-
son who commits an offense described in sub-
section (a) to facilitate an act of international 
terrorism (as defined in section 2331) shall be 
fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 
25 years, or both. 

‘‘(c) PASSPORT MATERIALS.—Any person who 
knowingly and without lawful authority pro-
duces, buys, sells, possesses, or uses any official 
material (or counterfeit of any official material) 
used to make 10 or more passports, including 
any distinctive paper, seal, hologram, image, 
text, symbol, stamp, engraving, or plate, shall be 
fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 
20 years, or both.’’. 

(b) FALSE STATEMENT IN AN APPLICATION FOR 
A PASSPORTS.—Section 1542 of title 18, United 
States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘§ 1542. False statement in an application for 

a passport 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person who know-

ingly makes any material false statement or rep-
resentation in an application for a United 
States passport, or mails, prepares, presents, or 
signs an application for a United States pass-
port knowing the application to contain any 
material false statement or representation, shall 
be fined under this title, imprisoned not more 
than 25 years (if the offense was committed to 
facilitate an act of international terrorism (as 
defined in section 2331 of this title)), 20 years (if 
the offense was committed to facilitate a drug 
trafficking crime (as defined in section 929(a) of 
this title)), 15 years (in the case of any other of-
fense), or both. 

‘‘(b) VENUE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An offense under sub-

section (a) may be prosecuted in any district— 
‘‘(A) in which the false statement or represen-

tation was made or the application for a United 
States passport was prepared or signed; or 

‘‘(B) in which or to which the application was 
mailed or presented. 

‘‘(2) OFFENSES OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES.— 
An offense under subsection (a) involving an 
application prepared and adjudicated outside 
the United States may be prosecuted in the dis-
trict in which the resultant passport was or 
would have been produced. 

‘‘(c) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this section 
may be construed to limit the venue otherwise 
available under sections 3237 and 3238 of this 
title.’’. 
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(c) MISUSE OF A PASSPORT.—Section 1544 of 

title 18, United States Code, is amended to read 
as follows: 
‘‘§ 1544. Misuse of a passport 

‘‘Any person who knowingly— 
‘‘(1) misuses or attempts to misuse for their 

own purposes any passport issued or designed 
for the use of another; 

‘‘(2) uses or attempts to use any passport in 
violation of the laws, regulations, or rules gov-
erning the issuance and use of the passport; 

‘‘(3) secures, possesses, uses, receives, buys, 
sells, or distributes or attempts to secure, pos-
sess, use, receive, buy, sell, or distribute any 
passport knowing the passport to be forged, 
counterfeited, altered, falsely made, procured by 
fraud, or produced or issued without lawful au-
thority; or 

‘‘(4) substantially violates the terms and con-
ditions of any safe conduct duly obtained and 
issued under the authority of the United States, 
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not 
more than 25 years (if the offense was committed 
to facilitate an act of international terrorism (as 
defined in section 2331 of this title)), 20 years (if 
the offense was committed to facilitate a drug 
trafficking crime (as defined in section 929(a) of 
this title)), 15 years (in the case of any other of-
fense), or both.’’. 

(d) SCHEMES TO PROVIDE FRAUDULENT IMMI-
GRATION SERVICES.—Section 1545 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended to read as fol-
lows: 
‘‘§ 1545. Schemes to provide fraudulent immi-

gration services 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person who know-

ingly executes a scheme or artifice, in connec-
tion with any matter that is authorized by or 
arises under any Federal immigration law or 
any matter the offender claims or represents is 
authorized by or arises under any Federal immi-
gration law, to— 

‘‘(1) defraud any person; or 
‘‘(2) obtain or receive money or anything else 

of value from any person by means of false or 
fraudulent pretenses, representations, or prom-
ises, 
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not 
more than 10 years, or both. 

‘‘(b) MISREPRESENTATION.—Any person who 
knowingly and falsely represents that such per-
son is an attorney or an accredited representa-
tive (as that term is defined in section 1292.1 of 
title 8, Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulation)) in any matter arising under 
any Federal immigration law shall be fined 
under this title, imprisoned not more than 15 
years, or both.’’. 

(e) IMMIGRATION AND VISA FRAUD.—Section 
1546 of title 18, United States Code, is amend-
ed— 

(1) by amending the section heading to read 
as follows: 
‘‘§ 1546. Immigration and visa fraud’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (d); and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsections: 

‘‘(b) TRAFFICKING.—Any person who, during 
any period of 3 years or less, knowingly— 

‘‘(1) and without lawful authority produces, 
issues, or transfers 3 or more immigration docu-
ments; 

‘‘(2) forges, counterfeits, alters, or falsely 
makes 3 or more immigration documents; 

‘‘(3) secures, possesses, uses, buys, sells, or 
distributes 3 or more immigration documents, 
knowing the immigration documents to be 
forged, counterfeited, altered, stolen, falsely 
made, procured by fraud, or produced or issued 
without lawful authority; or 

‘‘(4) completes, mails, prepares, presents, 
signs, or submits 3 or more immigration docu-
ments knowing the documents to contain any 
materially false statement or representation, 
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not 
more than 20 years, or both. 

‘‘(c) IMMIGRATION DOCUMENT MATERIALS.— 
Any person who knowingly and without lawful 
authority produces, buys, sells, possesses, or 
uses any official material (or counterfeit of any 
official material) used to make 10 or more immi-
gration documents, including any distinctive 
paper, seal, hologram, image, text, symbol, 
stamp, engraving, or plate, shall be fined under 
this title, imprisoned not more than 20 years, or 
both.’’. 

(f) ALTERNATIVE IMPRISONMENT MAXIMUM 
FOR CERTAIN OFFENSES.—Section 1547 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by 
striking ‘‘(other than an offense under section 
1545)’’; 

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘15’’ and in-
serting ‘‘20’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘20’’ and in-
serting ‘‘25’’. 

(g) AUTHORIZED LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVI-
TIES.—Chapter 75 of title 18, United States Code, 
is amended by adding after section 1547 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘§ 1548. Authorized law enforcement activities 

‘‘Nothing in this chapter may be construed to 
prohibit— 

‘‘(1) any lawfully authorized investigative, 
protective, or intelligence activity of a law en-
forcement agency of the United States, a State, 
or a political subdivision of a State, or an intel-
ligence agency of the United States; or 

‘‘(2) any activity authorized under title V of 
the Organized Crime Control Act of 1970 (Public 
Law 91–452; 84 Stat. 933).’’. 

(h) TABLE OF SECTIONS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of sections for chapter 75 of title 18, United 
States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘Sec. 
‘‘1541. Trafficking in passports. 
‘‘1542. False statement in an application for a 

passport. 
‘‘1543. Forgery or false use of a passport. 
‘‘1544. Misuse of a passport. 
‘‘1545. Schemes to provide fraudulent immigra-

tion services. 
‘‘1546. Immigration and visa fraud. 
‘‘1547. Alternative imprisonment maximum for 

certain offenses. 
‘‘1548. Authorized law enforcement activities.’’. 
SEC. 3708. COMBATING SCHEMES TO DEFRAUD 

ALIENS. 
(a) REGULATIONS, FORMS, AND PROCEDURES.— 

The Secretary and the Attorney General, for 
matters within their respective jurisdictions aris-
ing under the immigration laws, shall promul-
gate appropriate regulations, forms, and proce-
dures defining the circumstances in which— 

(1) persons submitting applications, petitions, 
motions, or other written materials relating to 
immigration benefits or relief from removal 
under the immigration laws will be required to 
identify who (other than immediate family mem-
bers) assisted them in preparing or translating 
the immigration submissions; and 

(2) any person or persons who received com-
pensation (other than a nominal fee for copy-
ing, mailing, or similar services) in connection 
with the preparation, completion, or submission 
of such materials will be required to sign the 
form as a preparer and provide identifying in-
formation. 

(b) CIVIL INJUNCTIONS AGAINST IMMIGRATION 
SERVICE PROVIDER.—The Attorney General may 
commence a civil action in the name of the 
United States to enjoin any immigration service 
provider from further engaging in any fraudu-
lent conduct that substantially interferes with 
the proper administration of the immigration 
laws or who willfully misrepresents such pro-
vider’s legal authority to provide representation 
before the Department of Justice or the Depart-
ment. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) IMMIGRATION LAWS.—The term ‘‘immigra-

tion laws’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 101(a)(17) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(17)). 

(2) IMMIGRATION SERVICE PROVIDER.—The 
term ‘‘immigration service provider’’ means any 
individual or entity (other than an attorney or 
individual otherwise authorized to provide rep-
resentation in immigration proceedings as pro-
vided in Federal regulation) who, for a fee or 
other compensation, provides any assistance or 
representation to aliens in relation to any filing 
or proceeding relating to the alien which arises, 
or which the provider claims to arise, under the 
immigration laws, executive order, or presi-
dential proclamation. 
SEC. 3709. INADMISSIBILITY AND REMOVAL FOR 

PASSPORT AND IMMIGRATION 
FRAUD OFFENSES. 

(a) INADMISSIBILITY.—Section 212(a)(2)(A)(i) 
(8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)(A)(i)) is amended— 

(1) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘, or’’ at the 
end and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in subclause (II), by striking the comma at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by inserting after subclause (II) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(III) a violation of section 1541, 1545, and 
subsection (b) of section 1546 of title 18, United 
States Code,’’. 

(b) REMOVAL.—Section 237(a)(3)(B)(iii) (8 
U.S.C. 1227(a)(3)(B)(iii)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(iii) of a violation of section 1541, 1545, and 
subsection (b) of section 1546 of title 18, United 
States Code,’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by subsections (a) and (b) shall apply to pro-
ceedings pending on or after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, with respect to conduct oc-
curring on or after that date. 
SEC. 3710. DIRECTIVES RELATED TO PASSPORT 

AND DOCUMENT FRAUD. 
(a) DIRECTIVE TO THE UNITED STATES SEN-

TENCING COMMISSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to the authority 

under section 994 of title 28, United States Code, 
the United States Sentencing Commission shall 
promulgate or amend the sentencing guidelines, 
policy statements, and official commentaries, if 
appropriate, related to passport fraud offenses, 
including the offenses described in chapter 75 of 
title 18, United States Code, as amended by sec-
tion 3707, to reflect the serious nature of such 
offenses. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the United 
States Sentencing Commission shall submit a re-
port on the implementation of this subsection 
to— 

(A) the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate; and 

(B) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives. 

(b) PROTECTION FOR LEGITIMATE REFUGEES 
AND ASYLUM SEEKERS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— 
(A) REQUIREMENT FOR GUIDELINES.—The At-

torney General, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, shall develop binding prosecution guide-
lines for Federal prosecutors to ensure that each 
prosecution of an alien seeking entry into the 
United States by fraud is consistent with the 
United States treaty obligations under Article 
31(1) of the Convention Relating to the Status of 
Refugees, done at Geneva July 28, 1951 (as made 
applicable by the Protocol Relating to the Status 
of Refugees, done at New York January 31, 1967 
(19 UST 6223)). 

(B) NO PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.—The guide-
lines developed pursuant to subparagraph (A), 
and any internal office procedures related to 
such guidelines— 

(i) are intended solely for the guidance of at-
torneys of the United States; and 

(ii) are not intended to, do not, and may not 
be relied upon to, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law by 
any party in any administrative, civil, or crimi-
nal matter. 

(2) PROTECTION OF VULNERABLE PERSONS.—A 
person described in paragraph (3) may not be 
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prosecuted under chapter 75 of title 18, United 
States Code, or under section 275 or 276 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1325 
and 1326), in connection with the person’s entry 
or attempted entry into the United States until 
after the date on which the person’s application 
for such protection, classification, or status has 
been adjudicated and denied in accordance with 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101 et seq.). 

(3) PERSONS SEEKING PROTECTION, CLASSIFICA-
TION, OR STATUS.—A person described in this 
paragraph is a person who— 

(A) is seeking protection, classification, or sta-
tus; and 

(B)(i) has filed an application for asylum 
under section 208 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158), withholding of re-
moval under section 241(b)(3) of such Act (8 
U.S.C. 1231(b)(3)), or relief under the Conven-
tion against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, done at 
New York, December 10, 1994, pursuant to title 
8, Code of Federal Regulations; 

(ii) indicates immediately after apprehension, 
that he or she intends to apply for such asylum, 
withholding of removal, or relief and promptly 
files the appropriate application; 

(iii) has been referred for a credible fear inter-
view, a reasonable fear interview, or an asylum- 
only hearing under section 235 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1225) or part 
208 of title 8, Code of Federal Regulations; or 

(iv) has filed an application for classification 
or status under— 

(I) subparagraph (T) or (U) of paragraph (15), 
paragraph (27)(J), or paragraph (51) of section 
101(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)); or 

(II) section 216(c)(4)(C) or 240A(b)(2) of such 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1186a(c)(4)(C) and 1229b(b)(2)). 
SEC. 3711. INADMISSIBLE ALIENS. 

(a) DETERRING ALIENS ORDERED REMOVED 
FROM REMAINING IN THE UNITED STATES UNLAW-
FULLY.—Section 212(a)(9)(A) (8 U.S.C. 
1182(a)(9)(A)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘seeks admission 
within 5 years of the date of such removal (or 
within 20 years’’ and inserting ‘‘seeks admission 
not later than 5 years after the date of the 
alien’s removal (or not later than 20 years after 
the alien’s removal’’; and 

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘seeks admission 
within 10 years of the date of such alien’s de-
parture or removal (or within 20 years of’’ and 
inserting ‘‘seeks admission not later than 10 
years after the date of the alien’s departure or 
removal (or not later than 20 years after’’. 

(b) BIOMETRIC SCREENING.—Section 212 (8 
U.S.C. 1182) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(7), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(C) WITHHOLDING INFORMATION.—Except as 
provided in subsection (d)(2), any alien who 
willfully, through his or her own fault, refuses 
to comply with a lawful request for biometric in-
formation is inadmissible.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d), by inserting after para-
graph (1) the following: 

‘‘(2) The Secretary may waive the application 
of subsection (a)(7)(C) for an individual alien or 
a class of aliens.’’. 

(c) PRECLUDING ADMISSIBILITY OF ALIENS 
CONVICTED OF SERIOUS CRIMINAL OFFENSES AND 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, STALKING, CHILD ABUSE, 
AND VIOLATION OF PROTECTION ORDERS.— 

(1) INADMISSIBILITY ON CRIMINAL AND RELATED 
GROUNDS; WAIVERS.—Section 212 (8 U.S.C. 1182), 
as amended by this Act, is further amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)(2), as amended by sec-
tions 3401 and 3402, is further amended by in-
serting after subparagraph (J) the following: 

‘‘(K) CRIMES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, STALK-
ING, OR VIOLATION OF PROTECTIVE ORDERS; 
CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN.— 

‘‘(i) DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, STALKING, AND CHILD 
ABUSE.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Any alien who has been 
convicted of a crime of domestic violence, a 
crime of stalking, or a crime of child abuse, 
child neglect, or child abandonment, provided 
the alien served at least 1 year imprisonment for 
the crime, or provided the alien was convicted of 
offenses constituting more than 1 such crime, 
not arising out of a single scheme of criminal 
misconduct, is inadmissible. 

‘‘(II) CRIME OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DE-
FINED.—In this clause, the term ‘crime of domes-
tic violence’ means any crime of violence (as de-
fined in section 16 of title 18, United States 
Code) against a person committed by a current 
or former spouse of the person, by an individual 
with whom the person shares a child in com-
mon, by an individual who is cohabiting with or 
has cohabited with the person as a spouse, by 
an individual similarly situated to a spouse of 
the person under the domestic or family violence 
laws of the jurisdiction where the offense oc-
curs, or by any other individual against a per-
son who is protected from that individual’s acts 
under the domestic or family violence laws of 
the United States or any State, Indian tribal 
government, or unit of local or foreign govern-
ment. 

‘‘(ii) VIOLATORS OF PROTECTION ORDERS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Any alien who at any time 

is enjoined under a protection order issued by a 
court and whom the court determines has en-
gaged in conduct that constitutes criminal con-
tempt of the portion of a protection order that 
involves protection against credible threats of 
violence, repeated harassment, or bodily injury 
to the person or persons for whom the protection 
order was issued, is inadmissible. 

‘‘(II) PROTECTION ORDER DEFINED.—In this 
clause, the term ‘protection order’ means any in-
junction issued for the purpose of preventing 
violent or threatening acts of domestic violence, 
including temporary or final orders issued by 
civil or criminal courts (other than support or 
child custody orders or provisions) whether ob-
tained by filing an independent action or as an 
independent order in another proceeding. 

‘‘(iii) APPLICABILITY.—This subparagraph 
shall not apply to an alien who has been bat-
tered or subjected to extreme cruelty and who is 
not and was not the primary perpetrator of vio-
lence in the relationship, upon a determination 
by the Attorney General or the Secretary of 
Homeland Security that— 

‘‘(I) the alien was acting in self-defense; 
‘‘(II) the alien was found to have violated a 

protection order intended to protect the alien; or 
‘‘(III) the alien committed, was arrested for, 

was convicted of, or pled guilty to committing a 
crime that did not result in serious bodily in-
jury.’’; and 

(B) in subsection (h)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘The Attorney General may, in 

his discretion, waive the application of subpara-
graphs (A)(i)(I), (B), (D), and (E) of subsection 
(a)(2)’’ and inserting ‘‘The Attorney General or 
the Secretary of Homeland Security may waive 
the application of subparagraphs (A)(i)(I), (B), 
(D), and (E) of subsection (a)(2)’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or the Secretary of Home-
land Security’’ after ‘‘the Attorney General’’ 
each place that term appears. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this subsection shall apply to any acts that 
occurred on or after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 
SEC. 3712. ORGANIZED AND ABUSIVE HUMAN 

SMUGGLING ACTIVITIES. 
(a) ENHANCED PENALTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Title II (8 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.) 

is amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 295. ORGANIZED HUMAN SMUGGLING. 

‘‘(a) PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES.—Whoever, while 
acting for profit or other financial gain, know-
ingly directs or participates in an effort or 
scheme to assist or cause 5 or more persons 
(other than a parent, spouse, or child of the of-
fender)— 

‘‘(1) to enter, attempt to enter, or prepare to 
enter the United States— 

‘‘(A) by fraud, falsehood, or other corrupt 
means; 

‘‘(B) at any place other than a port or place 
of entry designated by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(C) in a manner not prescribed by the immi-
gration laws and regulations of the United 
States; or 

‘‘(2) to travel by air, land, or sea toward the 
United States (whether directly or indirectly)— 

‘‘(A) knowing that the persons seek to enter or 
attempt to enter the United States without law-
ful authority; and 

‘‘(B) with the intent to aid or further such 
entry or attempted entry; or 

‘‘(3) to be transported or moved outside of the 
United States— 

‘‘(A) knowing that such persons are aliens in 
unlawful transit from 1 country to another or 
on the high seas; and 

‘‘(B) under circumstances in which the per-
sons are in fact seeking to enter the United 
States without official permission or legal au-
thority; 
shall be punished as provided in subsection (c) 
or (d). 

‘‘(b) CONSPIRACY AND ATTEMPT.—Any person 
who attempts or conspires to violate subsection 
(a) of this section shall be punished in the same 
manner as a person who completes a violation of 
such subsection. 

‘‘(c) BASE PENALTY.—Except as provided in 
subsection (d), any person who violates sub-
section (a) or (b) shall be fined under title 18, 
imprisoned for not more than 20 years, or both. 

‘‘(d) ENHANCED PENALTIES.—Any person who 
violates subsection (a) or (b) shall— 

‘‘(1) in the case of a violation during and in 
relation to which a serious bodily injury (as de-
fined in section 1365 of title 18) occurs to any 
person, be fined under title 18, imprisoned for 
not more than 30 years, or both; 

‘‘(2) in the case of a violation during and in 
relation to which the life of any person is placed 
in jeopardy, be fined under title 18, imprisoned 
for not more than 30 years, or both; 

‘‘(3) in the case of a violation involving 10 or 
more persons, be fined under title 18, imprisoned 
for not more than 30 years, or both; 

‘‘(4) in the case of a violation involving the 
bribery or corruption of a U.S. or foreign gov-
ernment official, be fined under title 18, impris-
oned for not more than 30 years, or both; 

‘‘(5) in the case of a violation involving rob-
bery or extortion (as those terms are defined in 
paragraph (1) or (2), respectively, of section 
1951(b)) be fined under title 18, imprisoned for 
not more than 30 years, or both; 

‘‘(6) in the case of a violation during and in 
relation to which any person is subjected to an 
involuntary sexual act (as defined in section 
2246(2) of title 18), be fined under title 18, im-
prisoned for not more than 30 years, or both; or 

‘‘(7) in the case of a violation resulting in the 
death of any person, be fined under title 18, im-
prisoned for any term of years or for life, or 
both. 

‘‘(e) LAWFUL AUTHORITY DEFINED.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term 

‘lawful authority’— 
‘‘(A) means permission, authorization, or li-

cense that is expressly provided for in the immi-
gration laws of the United States or accom-
panying regulations; and 

‘‘(B) does not include any such authority se-
cured by fraud or otherwise obtained in viola-
tion of law, nor does it include authority 
sought, but not approved. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION TO TRAVEL OR ENTRY.—No 
alien shall be deemed to have lawful authority 
to travel to or enter the United States if such 
travel or entry was, is, or would be in violation 
of law. 

‘‘(f) EFFORT OR SCHEME.—For purposes of this 
section, ‘effort or scheme to assist or cause 5 or 
more persons’ does not require that the 5 or 
more persons enter, attempt to enter, prepare to 
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enter, or travel at the same time so long as the 
acts are completed within 1 year. 
‘‘SEC. 296. UNLAWFULLY HINDERING IMMIGRA-

TION, BORDER, AND CUSTOMS CON-
TROLS. 

‘‘(a) ILLICIT SPOTTING.—Whoever knowingly 
transmits to another person the location, move-
ment, or activities of any Federal, State, or trib-
al law enforcement agency with the intent to 
further a Federal crime relating to United States 
immigration, customs, controlled substances, ag-
riculture, monetary instruments, or other border 
controls shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned 
not more than 10 years, or both. 

‘‘(b) DESTRUCTION OF UNITED STATES BORDER 
CONTROLS.—Whoever knowingly and without 
lawful authorization destroys, alters, or dam-
ages any fence, barrier, sensor, camera, or other 
physical or electronic device deployed by the 
Federal Government to control the border or a 
port of entry or otherwise seeks to construct, ex-
cavate, or make any structure intended to de-
feat, circumvent or evade any such fence, bar-
rier, sensor camera, or other physical or elec-
tronic device deployed by the Federal govern-
ment to control the border or a port of entry 
shall be fined under title 18, imprisoned not 
more than 10 years, or both, and if, at the time 
of the offense, the person uses or carries a fire-
arm or who, in furtherance of any such crime, 
possesses a firearm, that person shall be fined 
under title 18, imprisoned not more than 20 
years, or both. 

‘‘(c) CONSPIRACY AND ATTEMPT.—Any person 
who attempts or conspires to violate subsection 
(a) or (b) of this section shall be punished in the 
same manner as a person who completes a viola-
tion of such subsection.’’. 

(2) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of contents is amended by adding after the 
item relating to section 294 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 295. Organized human smuggling. 
‘‘Sec. 296. Unlawfully hindering immigration, 

border, and customs controls.’’. 
(b) PROHIBITING CARRYING OR USE OF A FIRE-

ARM DURING AND IN RELATION TO AN ALIEN 
SMUGGLING CRIME.—Section 924(c) of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘, alien 

smuggling crime,’’ after ‘‘crime of violence’’ 
each place that term appears; and 

(B) in subparagraph (D)(ii), by inserting ‘‘, 
alien smuggling crime,’’ after ‘‘crime of vio-
lence’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(6) For purposes of this subsection, the term 

‘alien smuggling crime’ means any felony pun-
ishable under section 274(a), 277, or 278 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1324(a), 1327, and 1328).’’. 

(c) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—Section 3298 of 
title 18, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting ‘‘, 295, 296, or 297’’ after ‘‘274(a)’’. 
SEC. 3713. PREVENTING CRIMINALS FROM RE-

NOUNCING CITIZENSHIP DURING 
WARTIME. 

Section 349(a) (8 U.S.C. 1481(a)) is amended— 
(1) by striking paragraph (6) ; and 
(2) redesignating paragraph (7) as paragraph 

(6). 
SEC. 3714. DIPLOMATIC SECURITY SERVICE. 

Paragraph (1) of section 37(a) of the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 
U.S.C. 2709(a)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) conduct investigations concerning— 
‘‘(A) illegal passport or visa issuance or use; 
‘‘(B) identity theft or document fraud affect-

ing or relating to the programs, functions, and 
authorities of the Secretary of State; 

‘‘(C) violations of chapter 77 of title 18, United 
States Code; and 

‘‘(D) Federal offenses committed within the 
special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of 
the United States (as defined in section 7(9) of 
title 18, United States Code);’’. 
SEC. 3715. SECURE ALTERNATIVES PROGRAMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish secure alternatives programs that incor-

porate case management services in each field 
office of the Department to ensure appearances 
at immigration proceedings and public safety. 

(b) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary 
shall contract with nongovernmental commu-
nity-based organizations to conduct screening of 
detainees, provide appearance assistance serv-
ices, and operate community-based supervision 
programs. Secure alternatives shall offer a con-
tinuum of supervision mechanisms and options, 
including community support, depending on an 
assessment of each individual’s circumstances. 
The Secretary may contract with nongovern-
mental organizations to implement secure alter-
natives that maintain custody over the alien. 

(c) INDIVIDUALIZED DETERMINATIONS.—In de-
termining whether to use secure alternatives, 
the Secretary shall make an individualized de-
termination, and for each individual placed on 
secure alternatives, shall review the level of su-
pervision on a monthly basis. Secure alter-
natives shall not be used when release on bond 
or recognizance is determined to be a sufficient 
measure to ensure appearances at immigration 
proceedings and public safety. 

(d) CUSTODY.—The Secretary may use secure 
alternatives programs to maintain custody over 
any alien detained under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, except for aliens detained 
under section 236A of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1226a). 
If an individual is not eligible for release from 
custody or detention, the Secretary shall con-
sider the alien for placement in secure alter-
natives that maintain custody over the alien, in-
cluding the use of electronic ankle devices. 
SEC. 3716. OVERSIGHT OF DETENTION FACILI-

TIES. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPLICABLE STANDARDS.—The term ‘‘appli-

cable standards’’ means the most recent version 
of detention standards and detention-related 
policies issued by the Secretary or the Director 
of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 

(2) DETENTION FACILITY.—The term ‘‘deten-
tion facility’’ means a Federal, State, or local 
government facility, or a privately owned and 
operated facility, that is used, in whole or in 
part, to hold individuals under the authority of 
the Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, including facilities that hold such 
individuals under a contract or agreement with 
the Director. 

(b) DETENTION REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary 
shall ensure that all persons detained pursuant 
to the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) are treated humanely and 
benefit from the protections set forth in this sec-
tion. 

(c) OVERSIGHT REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) ANNUAL INSPECTION.—All detention facili-

ties shall be inspected by the Secretary on a reg-
ular basis, but not less than annually, for com-
pliance with applicable detention standards 
issued by the Secretary and other applicable 
regulations. 

(2) ROUTINE OVERSIGHT.—In addition to an-
nual inspections, the Secretary shall conduct 
routine oversight of detention facilities, includ-
ing unannounced inspections. 

(3) AVAILABILITY OF RECORDS.—All detention 
facility contracts, memoranda of agreement, and 
evaluations and reviews shall be considered 
records for purposes of section 552(f)(2) of title 5, 
United States Code. 

(4) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall seek 
input from nongovernmental organizations re-
garding their independent opinion of specific fa-
cilities. 

(d) COMPLIANCE MECHANISMS.— 
(1) AGREEMENTS.— 
(A) NEW AGREEMENTS.—Compliance with ap-

plicable standards of the Secretary and all ap-
plicable regulations, and meaningful financial 
penalties for failure to comply, shall be a mate-
rial term in any new contract, memorandum of 
agreement, or any renegotiation, modification, 
or renewal of an existing contract or agreement, 
including fee negotiations, executed with deten-
tion facilities. 

(B) EXISTING AGREEMENTS.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall secure a modification incor-
porating these terms for any existing contracts 
or agreements that will not be renegotiated, re-
newed, or otherwise modified. 

(C) CANCELLATION OF AGREEMENTS.—Unless 
the Secretary provides a reasonable extension to 
a specific detention facility that is negotiating 
in good faith, contracts or agreements with de-
tention facilities that are not modified within 1 
year of the date of the enactment of this Act 
will be cancelled. 

(D) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—In making 
modifications under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall require that detention facilities pro-
vide to the Secretary all contracts, memoranda 
of agreement, evaluations, and reviews regard-
ing the facility on a regular basis. The Secretary 
shall make these materials publicly available. 

(2) FINANCIAL PENALTIES.— 
(A) REQUIREMENT TO IMPOSE.—Subject to sub-

paragraph (C), the Secretary shall impose mean-
ingful financial penalties upon facilities that 
fail to comply with applicable detention stand-
ards issued by the Secretary and other applica-
ble regulations. 

(B) TIMING OF IMPOSITION.—Financial pen-
alties imposed under subparagraph (A) shall be 
imposed immediately after a facility fails to 
achieve an adequate or the equivalent median 
score in any performance evaluation. 

(C) WAIVER.—The requirements of subpara-
graph (A) may be waived if the facility corrects 
the noted deficiencies and receives an adequate 
score in not more than 90 days. 

(D) MULTIPLE OFFENDERS.—In cases of per-
sistent and substantial noncompliance, includ-
ing scoring less than adequate or the equivalent 
median score in 2 consecutive inspections, the 
Secretary shall terminate contracts or agree-
ments with such facilities within 60 days, or in 
the case of facilities operated by the Secretary, 
such facilities shall be closed within 90 days. 

(e) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) OBJECTIVES.—Not later than June 30 of 

each year, the Secretary shall prepare and sub-
mit to the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives a report on inspec-
tion and oversight activities of detention facili-
ties. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted under 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) a description of each detention facility 
found to be in noncompliance with applicable 
detention standards issued by the Department 
and other applicable regulations; 

(B) a description of the actions taken by the 
Department to remedy any findings of non-
compliance or other identified problems, includ-
ing financial penalties, contract or agreement 
termination, or facility closure; and 

(C) information regarding whether the actions 
described in subparagraph (B) resulted in com-
pliance with applicable detention standards and 
regulations. 
SEC. 3717. PROCEDURES FOR BOND HEARINGS 

AND FILING OF NOTICES TO APPEAR. 
(a) ALIENS IN CUSTODY.—Section 236 (8 U.S.C. 

1226) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(f) PROCEDURES FOR CUSTODY HEARINGS.— 
For any alien taken into custody under any 
provision of this Act, with the exception of mi-
nors being transferred to or in the custody of 
the Office of Refugee Resettlement, the fol-
lowing shall apply: 

‘‘(1) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall, without unnecessary delay and not later 
than 72 hours after the alien is taken into cus-
tody, file the Notice to Appear or other relevant 
charging document with the immigration court 
having jurisdiction over the location where the 
alien was apprehended, and serve such notice 
on the alien. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall immediately deter-
mine whether the alien shall remain in custody 
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or be released and, without unnecessary delay 
and not later than 72 hours after the alien was 
taken into custody, serve upon the alien the 
custody decision specifying the reasons for con-
tinued custody and the amount of bond if any. 

‘‘(3) The Attorney General shall ensure the 
alien has the opportunity to appear before an 
immigration judge for a custody determination 
hearing promptly after service of the Secretary’s 
custody decision. The immigration judge may, 
on the Secretary’s motion and upon a showing 
of good cause, postpone a custody redetermina-
tion hearing for no more than 72 hours after 
service of the custody decision, except that in no 
case shall the hearing occur more than 6 days 
(including weekends and holidays) after the 
alien was taken into custody. 

‘‘(4) The immigration judge shall advise the 
alien of the right to postpone the custody deter-
mination hearing and shall, on the oral or writ-
ten request of the individual, postpone the cus-
tody determination hearing for a period of not 
more than 14 days. 

‘‘(5) Except for aliens that the immigration 
judge has determined are deportable under sec-
tion 236(c) or certified under section 236A, the 
immigration judge shall review the custody de-
termination de novo and may continue to detain 
the alien only if the Secretary demonstrates that 
no conditions, including the use of alternatives 
to detention that maintain custody over the 
alien, will reasonably assure the appearance of 
the alien as required and the safety of any other 
person and the community. For aliens whom the 
immigration judge has determined are deport-
able under section 236(c), the immigration judge 
may review the custody determination if the 
Secretary agrees the alien is not a danger to the 
community, and alternatives to detention exist 
that ensure the appearance of the alien, as re-
quired, and the safety of any other person and 
the community. 

‘‘(6) In the case of any alien remaining in cus-
tody after a custody determination, the Attor-
ney General shall provide de novo custody de-
termination hearings before an immigration 
judge every 90 days so long as the alien remains 
in custody. An alien may also obtain a de novo 
custody redetermination hearing at any time 
upon a showing of good cause. 

‘‘(7) The Secretary shall inform the alien of 
his or her rights under this paragraph at the 
time the alien is first taken into custody.’’. 

(b) LIMITATIONS ON SOLITARY CONFINEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 236(d) (8 U.S.C. 

1226(d)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(3) NATURE OF DETENTION.— 
‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph: 
‘‘(i) ADMINISTRATIVE SEGREGATION.—The term 

‘administrative segregation’ means a nonpuni-
tive form of solitary confinement for administra-
tive reasons. 

‘‘(ii) DISCIPLINARY SEGREGATION.—The term 
‘disciplinary segregation’ means a punitive form 
of solitary confinement for disciplinary reasons. 

‘‘(iii) SERIOUS MENTAL ILLNESS.—The term ‘se-
rious mental illness’ means a substantial dis-
order of thought or mood that significantly im-
pairs judgment, behavior, capacity to recognize 
reality, or ability to cope with the ordinary de-
mands of life. 

‘‘(iv) SOLITARY CONFINEMENT.—The term ‘soli-
tary confinement’ means cell confinement of 22 
hours or more per day. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATIONS ON SOLITARY CONFINE-
MENT.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The use of solitary confine-
ment of an alien in custody pursuant to this 
section, section 235, or section 241 shall be lim-
ited to situations in which such confinement— 

‘‘(I) is necessary— 
‘‘(aa) to control a threat to detainees, staff, or 

the security of the facility; 
‘‘(bb) to discipline the alien for a serious dis-

ciplinary infraction if alternative sanctions 
would not adequately regulate the alien’s be-
havior; or 

‘‘(cc) for good order during the last 24 hours 
before an alien is released, removed, or trans-
ferred from the facility; 

‘‘(II) is limited to the briefest term and under 
the least restrictive conditions practicable and 
consistent with the rationale for placement and 
with the progress achieved by the alien; and 

‘‘(III) complies with the requirements set forth 
in this subparagraph. 

‘‘(ii) CHILDREN.—Children who are younger 
than 18 years of age may not be placed in soli-
tary confinement. 

‘‘(iii) SERIOUS MENTAL ILLNESS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—An alien with a serious 

mental illness may not be placed in involuntary 
solitary confinement due to mental illness un-
less— 

‘‘(aa) such confinement is necessary for the 
alien’s own protection; or 

‘‘(bb) if the alien requires emergency stabiliza-
tion or poses a significant threat to staff or oth-
ers in general population. 

‘‘(II) MAXIMUM PERIOD.—An alien diagnosed 
with serious mental illness may not be placed in 
solitary confinement for more than 15 days un-
less the Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(aa) any less restrictive alternative is more 
likely than not to cause greater harm to the 
alien than the solitary confinement period im-
posed; or 

‘‘(bb) the likely harm to the alien is not sub-
stantial and the period of solitary confinement 
is the least restrictive alternative necessary to 
protect the alien, other detainees, or others. 

‘‘(iv) OWN PROTECTION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Involuntary solitary con-

finement for an alien’s own protection may be 
used only for the least amount of time prac-
ticable and if no readily available and less re-
strictive alternative will maintain the alien’s 
safety. 

‘‘(II) MAXIMUM PERIOD.—An alien may not be 
placed in involuntary solitary confinement for 
the alien’s own protection for longer than 15 
days unless the Secretary of Homeland Security 
determines that any less restrictive alternative is 
more likely than not to cause greater harm to 
the alien than the solitary confinement period 
imposed. 

‘‘(III) PROHIBITED FACTORS.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security may not rely solely on an 
alien’s age, physical disability, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, race, or religion. The Sec-
retary shall make an individualized assessment 
in each case. 

‘‘(v) MEDICAL CARE.—An alien placed in soli-
tary confinement— 

‘‘(I) shall be visited by a medical professional 
at least 3 times each week; 

‘‘(II) shall receive at least weekly mental 
health monitoring by a licensed mental health 
clinician; and 

‘‘(III) shall be removed from solitary confine-
ment if— 

‘‘(aa) a mental health clinician determines 
that such detention is having a significant neg-
ative impact on the alien’s mental health; and 

‘‘(bb) an appropriate alternative is available. 
‘‘(vi) NOTIFICATION; ACCESS TO COUNSEL.—If 

an alien is placed in solitary confinement, the 
alien— 

‘‘(I) shall be informed verbally, and in writ-
ing, of the reason for such confinement and the 
intended duration of such confinement, if speci-
fied at the time of initial placement; and 

‘‘(II) shall be offered access to counsel on the 
same basis as detainees in the general popu-
lation. 

‘‘(vii) LONGER SOLITARY CONFINEMENT PERI-
ODS.—If an alien has been subject to involun-
tary solitary confinement for more than 14 con-
secutive days, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall conduct a timely review to determine 
whether continued placement is justified by an 
extreme disciplinary infraction or is the least re-
strictive means of protecting the alien or others. 
Any alien held in solitary confinement for more 

than 7 days shall be given a reasonable oppor-
tunity to challenge such placement with the de-
tention facility administrator, which will 
promptly respond to such challenge in writing. 

‘‘(viii) OVERSIGHT.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall ensure that— 

‘‘(I) he or she is regularly informed about the 
use of solitary confinement in all facilities at 
which aliens are detained; and 

‘‘(II) the Department fully complies with the 
provisions under this paragraph. 

‘‘(C) DISCIPLINARY SEGREGATION.—Discipli-
nary segregation is authorized only pursuant to 
the order of a facility disciplinary panel fol-
lowing a hearing in which the detainee is deter-
mined to have violated a facility rule. 

‘‘(D) ADMINISTRATIVE SEGREGATION.—Admin-
istrative segregation is authorized only as nec-
essary to ensure the safety of the detainee or 
others, the protection of property, or the secu-
rity or good order of the facility. Detainees in 
administrative segregation shall be offered pro-
gramming opportunities and privileges con-
sistent with those available in the general popu-
lation, except where precluded by safety or se-
curity concerns.’’. 

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall— 
(A) collect and compile information regarding 

the prevalence, reasons for, and duration of sol-
itary confinement in all facilities described in 
paragraph (3); 

(B) submit an annual report containing the 
information described in subparagraph (A) to 
Congress not later than 30 days after the end of 
the reporting period; and 

(C) make the data contained in the report sub-
mitted under subparagraph (B) publicly avail-
able. 

(3) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary shall adopt 
regulations or policies to carry out section 
236(d)(3) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as amended by paragraph (1), at all facili-
ties at which aliens are detained pursuant to 
section 235, 236, or 241 of such Act. 

(c) STIPULATED REMOVAL.—Section 240(d) (8 
U.S.C. 1229a) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(d) STIPULATED REMOVAL.—The Attorney 
General shall provide by regulation for the 
entry by an immigration judge of an order of re-
moval stipulated to by the alien (or the alien’s 
representative) and the Service. An immigration 
judge may enter a stipulated removal order only 
upon a finding at an in-person hearing that the 
stipulation is voluntary, knowing, and intel-
ligent. A stipulated order shall constitute a con-
clusive determination of the alien’s removability 
from the United States.’’. 
SEC. 3718. SANCTIONS FOR COUNTRIES THAT 

DELAY OR PREVENT REPATRIATION 
OF THEIR NATIONALS. 

Section 243(d) (8 U.S.C. 1253(d)) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(d) DISCONTINUING GRANTING VISAS TO NA-
TIONALS OF COUNTRIES THAT DENY OR DELAY 
ACCEPTING ALIENS.—Notwithstanding section 
221(c), if the Secretary of Homeland Security de-
termines, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State, that the government of a foreign country 
denies or unreasonably delays accepting aliens 
who are citizens, subjects, nationals, or resi-
dents of that country after the Secretary asks 
whether the government will accept an alien 
under this section, or after a determination that 
the alien is inadmissible under paragraph (6) or 
(7) of section 212(a), the Secretary of State shall 
order consular officers in that foreign country 
to discontinue granting visas, or classes of visas, 
until the Secretary of Homeland Security noti-
fies the Secretary of State that the country has 
accepted the aliens.’’. 
SEC. 3719. GROSS VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN 

RIGHTS. 
(a) INADMISSIBILITY OF CERTAIN ALIENS.—Sec-

tion 212(a)(3)(E) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(E)) is 
amended by striking clause (iii) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(iii) COMMISSION OF ACTS OF TORTURE, 
EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS, WAR CRIMES, OR WIDE-
SPREAD OR SYSTEMATIC ATTACKS ON CIVILIANS.— 
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Any alien who planned, ordered, assisted, aided 
and abetted, committed, or otherwise partici-
pated, including through command responsi-
bility, in the commission of— 

‘‘(I) any act of torture (as defined in section 
2340 of title 18, United States Code); 

‘‘(II) any extrajudicial killing (as defined in 
section 3(a) of the Torture Victim Protection Act 
of 1991 (28 U.S.C. 1350 note)) under color of law 
of any foreign nation; 

‘‘(III) a war crime (as defined in section 2441 
of title 18, United States Code); or 

‘‘(IV) any of the following acts as a part of a 
widespread or systematic attack directed against 
a civilian population, with knowledge of the at-
tack: murder, extermination, enslavement, forc-
ible transfer of population, arbitrary detention, 
rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, 
forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any 
other form of sexual violence of comparable 
gravity; persecution on political racial, na-
tional, ethnic, cultural, religious, or gender 
grounds; enforced disappearance of persons; or 
other inhumane acts of a similar character in-
tentionally causing great suffering or serious 
bodily or mental injury, 

is inadmissible. 
‘‘(iv) LIMITATION.—Clause (iii) shall not apply 

to an alien if the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity or the Attorney General determine that the 
actions giving rise to the alien’s inadmissibility 
under such clause were committed under duress. 
In determining whether the alien was subject to 
duress, the Secretary may consider, among rel-
evant factors, the age of the alien at the time 
such actions were committed.’’. 

(b) DENYING SAFE HAVEN TO FOREIGN HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATORS.—Section 2(a)(2) of the Tor-
ture Victim Protection Act of 1991 (28 U.S.C. 
1350 note) is amended— 

(1) by inserting after ‘‘killing’’ the following: 
‘‘, a war crime (as defined in subsections (c) and 
(d) of section 2441 of title 18, United States 
Code), a widespread or systematic attack on ci-
vilians (as defined in section 212(a)(3)(E)(iii)(IV) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act), or 
genocide (as defined in section 1091(a) of such 
title 18)’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘to the individual’s legal rep-
resentative’’ and inserting ‘‘to that individual 
or to that individual’s legal representative’’. 

(c) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO VISA 
RECORDS.—The President may make public, 
without regard to the requirements under sec-
tion 222(f) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1202(f)), with respect to confiden-
tiality of records pertaining to the issuance or 
refusal of visas or permits to enter the United 
States, the names of aliens deemed inadmissible 
on the basis of section 212(a)(3)(E)(iii) of such 
Act, as amended by subsection (a). 
SEC. 3720. REPORTING AND RECORD KEEPING RE-

QUIREMENTS RELATING TO THE DE-
TENTION OF ALIENS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order for Congress and 
the public to assess the full costs of appre-
hending, detaining, processing, supervising, and 
removing aliens, and how the money Congress 
appropriates for detention is allocated by Fed-
eral agencies, the Assistant Secretary for Immi-
gration and Customs and Enforcement (referred 
to in this section as the ‘‘Assistant Secretary’’), 
the Director of the Executive Office of Immigra-
tion Review, and the Commissioner responsible 
for U.S. Customs and Border Protection (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Commissioner’’) 
shall— 

(1) maintain the information required under 
subsections (b), (c), and (d); and 

(2) submit reports on that information to Con-
gress and make that information available to 
the public in accordance with subsection (e). 

(b) MAINTENANCE OF INFORMATION BY U.S. 
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT.— 
The Assistant Secretary shall record and main-
tain, in the database of U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement relating to detained 
aliens, the following information with respect to 
each alien detained pursuant to the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.): 

(1) The provision of law that provides specific 
authority for the alien’s detention and the be-
ginning and end dates of the alien’s detention 
pursuant to that authority. If the alien’s deten-
tion is authorized by different provisions of law 
during different periods of time, the Assistant 
Secretary shall record and maintain the provi-
sion of law that provides authority for the 
alien’s detention during each such period. 

(2) The place where the alien was appre-
hended or where U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement assumed custody of the alien. 

(3) Each location where U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement detains the alien until the 
alien is released from custody or removed from 
the United States, including any period of re-
detention. 

(4) The gender and age of each detained alien 
in the custody of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. 

(5) The number of days the alien is detained, 
including the number of days spent in any given 
detention facility and the total amount of time 
spent in detention. 

(6) The immigration charges that are the basis 
for the alien’s removal proceedings. 

(7) The status of the alien’s removal pro-
ceedings and each date on which those pro-
ceedings progress from 1 stage of proceeding to 
another. 

(8) The length of time the alien was detained 
following a final administrative order of removal 
and the reasons for the continued detention. 

(9) The initial custody determination or re-
view made by U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, including whether the alien re-
ceived notice of a custody determination or re-
view and when the custody determination or re-
view took place. 

(10) The risk assessment results for the alien, 
including if the alien is subject to mandatory 
custody or detention. 

(11) The reason for the alien’s release from de-
tention and the conditions of release imposed on 
the alien, if applicable. 

(c) MAINTENANCE OF INFORMATION BY EXECU-
TIVE OFFICE OF IMMIGRATION REVIEW.—The Di-
rector of the Executive Office of Immigration 
Review shall record and maintain, in the data-
base of the Executive Office of Immigration Re-
view relating to detained aliens in removal pro-
ceedings, the following information with respect 
to each such alien: 

(1) The immigration charges that are the basis 
for the alien’s removal proceedings, including 
any revision of the immigration charges and the 
date of each such revision. 

(2) The gender and age of the alien. 
(3) The status of the alien’s removal pro-

ceedings and each date on which those pro-
ceedings progress from one stage of proceeding 
to another. 

(4) The statutory basis for any bond hearing 
conducted and the outcomes of the bond hear-
ing. 

(5) Whether each court hearing is conducted 
in person, by audio link, or by video confer-
encing. 

(6) The date of each attorney entry of appear-
ance before an immigration judge using Form 
EOIR–28 and the scope of the appearance to 
which the form related. 

(d) MAINTENANCE OF INFORMATION BY U.S. 
CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION.—The Com-
missioner shall record and maintain in the data-
base of U.S. Customs and Border Protection re-
lating to detained aliens the following informa-
tion with respect to each alien detained pursu-
ant to the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.): 

(1) The provision of law that provides specific 
authority for the alien’s detention and the be-
ginning and end dates of the alien’s detention. 

(2) The place where the alien was appre-
hended. 

(3) The gender and age of the alien. 
(4) Each location where U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection detains the alien until the 
alien is released from custody or removed from 
the United States, including any period of re-
detention. 

(5) The number of days that the alien is de-
tained in the custody of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection. 

(6) The immigration charges that are the basis 
for the alien’s removal proceedings while the 
alien is in the custody of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection. 

(7) The initial custody determination by U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, including 
whether the alien received notice of a custody 
determination or review, when the custody de-
termination or review took place, and whether 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection offered the 
option of stipulated removal to a detained alien. 

(8) The reason for the alien’s release from de-
tention and the conditions of release to deten-
tion imposed on the alien, if applicable. 

(e) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) PERIODIC REPORTS.—The Assistant Sec-

retary, the Director of the Executive Office of 
Immigration Review, and the Commissioner 
shall periodically, but not less frequently than 
annually, submit to Congress a report con-
taining a summary of the information required 
to be maintained by this section. Each such re-
port shall include summaries of national-level 
data as well as summaries of the information re-
quired by this section by State and county. 

(2) OTHER REPORTS.—The Assistant Secretary 
shall report to Congress not less frequently than 
annually on— 

(A) the number of aliens detained for more 
than 3 months, 6 months, 1 year, and 2 years; 
and 

(B) the average period of detention before re-
ceipt of a final administrative order of removal 
and after receipt of such an order. 

(3) AVAILABILITY TO PUBLIC.—The reports re-
quired under this subsection and the informa-
tion for each alien on which the reports are 
based shall be made available to the public 
without the need to submit a request under sec-
tion 552 of title 5, United States Code (commonly 
referred to as the ‘‘Freedom of Information 
Act’’). 

(4) PRIVACY PROTECTIONS.—No alien’s identity 
may be disclosed when information described in 
paragraph (3) is made publicly available. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CASE OUTCOME.—The term ‘‘case outcome’’ 

includes a grant of relief from deportation under 
section 240A of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1229b), voluntary departure pursu-
ant to section 240B of that Act (8 U.S.C. 1229c), 
removal pursuant to section 238 of that Act (8 
U.S.C. 1228), judicial termination of pro-
ceedings, termination of proceedings by U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, cancella-
tion of the notice to appear, or permission to 
withdraw application for admission without any 
removal order being issued. 

(2) PLACE WHERE THE ALIEN WAS APPRE-
HENDED.—The term ‘‘place where the alien was 
apprehended’’ refers to the city, county, and 
State where an alien is apprehended. 

(3) REASON FOR THE ALIEN’S RELEASE FROM 
DETENTION.—The term ‘‘reason for the alien’s 
release from detention’’ refers to release on 
bond, on an alien’s own recognizance, on hu-
manitarian grounds, after grant of relief, or due 
to termination of proceedings or removal. 

(4) REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.—The term ‘‘re-
moval proceedings’’ refers to a removal case of 
any kind, including expedited removal, adminis-
trative removal, stipulated removal, reinstate-
ment, and voluntary removal and removals in 
which an applicant is permitted to withdraw his 
or her application for admission. 

(5) STAGE.—The term ‘‘stage’’, with respect to 
a proceeding, refers to whether the alien is in 
proceedings before an immigration judge, the 
Board of Immigration Appeals, a United States 
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court of appeals, or on remand from a United 
States court of appeals. 
SEC. 3721. POWERS OF IMMIGRATION OFFICERS 

AND EMPLOYEES AT SENSITIVE LO-
CATIONS. 

Section 287 (8 U.S.C. 1357) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(i)(1) In order to ensure individuals’ access 
to sensitive locations, this subsection applies to 
enforcement actions by officers and agents of 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and 
officers and agents of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection. 

‘‘(2)(A) An enforcement action may not take 
place at, or be focused on, a sensitive location, 
except as follows: 

‘‘(i) Under exigent circumstances. 
‘‘(ii) If prior approval is obtained. 
‘‘(B) If an enforcement action is taking place 

pursuant to subparagraph (A) and the condition 
permitting the enforcement action ceases, the 
enforcement action shall cease. 

‘‘(3)(A) When proceeding with an enforcement 
action at or near a sensitive location, officers 
and agents referred to in paragraph (1) shall 
conduct themselves as discreetly as possible, 
consistent with officer and public safety, and 
make every effort to limit the time at or focused 
on the sensitive location. 

‘‘(B) If, in the course of an enforcement ac-
tion that is not initiated at or focused on a sen-
sitive location, officers or agents are led to or 
near a sensitive location, and no exigent cir-
cumstance exists, such officers or agents shall 
conduct themselves in a discreet manner, main-
tain surveillance, and immediately consult their 
supervisor before taking any further enforce-
ment action, in order to determine whether such 
action should be discontinued. 

‘‘(C) This section not apply to the transpor-
tation of an individual apprehended at or near 
a land or sea border to a hospital or healthcare 
provider for the purpose of providing such indi-
vidual medical care. 

‘‘(4)(A) Each official specified in subpara-
graph (B) shall ensure that the employees under 
the supervision of such official receive annual 
training on compliance with the requirements of 
this subsection in enforcement actions at or fo-
cused on sensitive locations and enforcement ac-
tions that lead officers or agents to or near a 
sensitive location. 

‘‘(B) The officials specified in ths subpara-
graph are the following: 

‘‘(i) The Chief Counsel of U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement. 

‘‘(ii) The Field Office Directors of U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement. 

‘‘(iii) Each Special Agent in Charge of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 

‘‘(iv) Each Chief Patrol Agent of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection. 

‘‘(v) The Director of Field Operations of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection. 

‘‘(vi) The Director of Air and Marine Oper-
ations of U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

‘‘(vii) The Internal Affairs Special Agent in 
Charge of U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

‘‘(5)(A) The Director of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement and the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall each 
submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress each year a report on the enforcement ac-
tions undertaken by U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement and U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, respectively, during the preceding 
year that were covered by this subsection. 

‘‘(B) Each report on an agency for a year 
under this paragraph shall set forth the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) The number of enforcement actions at or 
focused on a sensitive location. 

‘‘(ii) The number of enforcement actions 
where officers or agents were subsequently led 
to or near a sensitive location. 

‘‘(iii) The date, site, and State, city, and 
county in which each enforcement action cov-
ered by clause (i) or (ii) occurred. 

‘‘(iv) The component of the agency responsible 
for each such enforcement action. 

‘‘(v) A description of the intended target of 
each such enforcement action. 

‘‘(vi) The number of individuals, if any, ar-
rested or taken into custody through each such 
enforcement action. 

‘‘(vii) The number of collateral arrests, if any, 
from each such enforcement action and the rea-
sons for each such arrest. 

‘‘(viii) A certification of whether the location 
administrator was contacted prior to, during, or 
after each such enforcement action. 

‘‘(C) Each report under this paragraph shall 
be made available to the public without the need 
to submit a request under section 552 of title 5, 
United States Code (commonly referred to as the 
‘Freedom of Information Act’). 

‘‘(6) In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) The term ‘appropriate committees of Con-

gress’ means— 
‘‘(i) the Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 
‘‘(ii) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 

Senate; 
‘‘(iii) the Committee on Homeland Security of 

the House of Representatives; and 
‘‘(iv) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 

House of Representatives. 
‘‘(B) The term ‘enforcement action’ means an 

arrest, interview, search, or surveillance for the 
purposes of immigration enforcement, and in-
cludes an enforcement action at, or focused on, 
a sensitive location that is part of a joint case 
led by another law enforcement agency. 

‘‘(C) The term ‘exigent circumstances’ means a 
situation involving the following: 

‘‘(i) The imminent risk of death, violence, or 
physical harm to any person, including a situa-
tion implicating terrorism or the national secu-
rity of the United States in some other manner. 

‘‘(ii) The immediate arrest or pursuit of a dan-
gerous felon, terrorist suspect, or other indi-
vidual presenting an imminent danger or public 
safety risk. 

‘‘(iii) The imminent risk of destruction of evi-
dence that is material to an ongoing criminal 
case. 

‘‘(D) The term ‘prior approval’ means the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) In the case of officers and agents of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, prior 
written approval for a specific, targeted oper-
ation from one of the following officials: 

‘‘(I) The Assistant Director of Operations, 
Homeland Security Investigations. 

‘‘(II) The Executive Associate Director of 
Homeland Security Investigations. 

‘‘(III) The Assistant Director for Field Oper-
ations, Enforcement, and Removal Operations. 

‘‘(IV) The Executive Associate Director for 
Field Operations, Enforcement, and Removal 
Operations. 

‘‘(ii) In the case of officers and agents of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, prior written 
approval for a specific, targeted operation from 
one of the following officials: 

‘‘(I) A Chief Patrol Agent. 
‘‘(II) The Director of Field Operations. 
‘‘(III) The Director of Air and Marine Oper-

ations 
‘‘(IV) The Internal Affairs Special Agent in 

Charge. 
‘‘(E) The term ‘sensitive location’ includes the 

following: 
‘‘(i) Hospitals and health clinics. 
‘‘(ii) Public and private schools (including 

pre-schools, primary schools, secondary schools, 
postsecondary schools (including colleges and 
universities), and other institutions of learning 
such as vocational or trade schools). 

‘‘(iii) Organizations assisting children, preg-
nant women, victims of crime or abuse, or indi-
viduals with mental or physical disabilities. 

‘‘(iv) Churches, synagogues, mosques, and 
other places of worship, such as buildings 
rented for the purpose of religious services. 

‘‘(v) Such other locations as the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall specify for purposes of 
this subsection.’’. 

Subtitle H—Protection of Children Affected by 
Immigration Enforcement 

SEC. 3801. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Humane 

Enforcement and Legal Protections for Sepa-
rated Children Act’’ or the ‘‘HELP Separated 
Children Act’’. 
SEC. 3802. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPREHENSION.—The term ‘‘apprehension’’ 

means the detention or arrest by officials of the 
Department or cooperating entities. 

(2) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child’’ means an indi-
vidual who has not attained 18 years of age. 

(3) CHILD WELFARE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘child 
welfare agency’’ means a State or local agency 
responsible for child welfare services under sub-
titles B and E of title IV of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.). 

(4) COOPERATING ENTITY.—The term ‘‘cooper-
ating entity’’ means a State or local entity act-
ing under agreement with the Secretary. 

(5) DETENTION FACILITY.—The term ‘‘deten-
tion facility’’ means a Federal, State, or local 
government facility, or a privately owned and 
operated facility, that is used, in whole or in 
part, to hold individuals under the authority of 
the Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, including facilities that hold such 
individuals under a contract or agreement with 
the Director. 

(6) IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT ACTION.—The 
term ‘‘immigration enforcement action’’ means 
the apprehension of 1 or more individuals whom 
the Department has reason to believe are remov-
able from the United States by the Secretary or 
a cooperating entity. 

(7) PARENT.—The term ‘‘parent’’ means a bio-
logical or adoptive parent of a child, whose pa-
rental rights have not been relinquished or ter-
minated under State law or the law of a foreign 
country, or a legal guardian under State law or 
the law of a foreign country. 
SEC. 3803. APPREHENSION PROCEDURES FOR IM-

MIGRATION ENFORCEMENT-RE-
LATED ACTIVITIES. 

(a) APPREHENSION PROCEDURES.—In any im-
migration enforcement action, the Secretary and 
cooperating entities shall— 

(1) as soon as possible, but generally not later 
than 2 hours after an immigration enforcement 
action, inquire whether an individual is a par-
ent or primary caregiver of a child in the United 
States and provide any such individuals with— 

(A) the opportunity to make a minimum of 2 
telephone calls to arrange for the care of such 
child in the individual’s absence; and 

(B) contact information for— 
(i) child welfare agencies and family courts in 

the same jurisdiction as the child; and 
(ii) consulates, attorneys, and legal service 

providers capable of providing free legal advice 
or representation regarding child welfare, child 
custody determinations, and immigration mat-
ters; 

(2) notify the child welfare agency with juris-
diction over the child if the child’s parent or 
primary caregiver is unable to make care ar-
rangements for the child or if the child is in im-
minent risk of serious harm; 

(3) ensure that personnel of the Department 
and cooperating entities do not, absent medical 
necessity or extraordinary circumstances, com-
pel or request children to interpret or translate 
for interviews of their parents or of other indi-
viduals who are encountered as part of an immi-
gration enforcement action; and 

(4) ensure that any parent or primary care-
giver of a child in the United States— 

(A) absent medical necessity or extraordinary 
circumstances, is not transferred from his or her 
area of apprehension until the individual— 

(i) has made arrangements for the care of 
such child; or 

(ii) if such arrangements are unavailable or 
the individual is unable to make such arrange-
ments, is informed of the care arrangements 
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made for the child and of a means to maintain 
communication with the child; 

(B) absent medical necessity or extraordinary 
circumstances, and to the extent practicable, is 
placed in a detention facility either— 

(i) proximate to the location of apprehension; 
or 

(ii) proximate to the individual’s habitual 
place of residence; and 

(C) receives due consideration of the best in-
terests of such child in any decision or action 
relating to his or her detention, release, or 
transfer between detention facilities. 

(b) REQUESTS TO STATE AND LOCAL ENTI-
TIES.—If the Secretary requests a State or local 
entity to hold in custody an individual whom 
the Department has reason to believe is remov-
able pending transfer of that individual to the 
custody of the Secretary or to a detention facil-
ity, the Secretary shall also request that the 
State or local entity provide the individual the 
protections specified in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
of subsection (a), if that individual is found to 
be the parent or primary caregiver of a child in 
the United States. 

(c) PROTECTIONS AGAINST TRAFFICKING PRE-
SERVED.—The provisions of this section shall not 
be construed to impede, delay, or in any way 
limit the obligations of the Secretary, the Attor-
ney General, or the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services under section 235 of the William 
Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Re-
authorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1232) or sec-
tion 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 279). 
SEC. 3804. ACCESS TO CHILDREN, STATE AND 

LOCAL COURTS, CHILD WELFARE 
AGENCIES, AND CONSULAR OFFI-
CIALS. 

At all detention facilities, the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) prominently post in a manner accessible to 
detainees and visitors and include in detainee 
handbooks information on the protections of 
this subtitle as well as information on potential 
eligibility for parole or release; 

(2) absent extraordinary circumstances, en-
sure that individuals who are detained by the 
Department and are parents of children in the 
United States are— 

(A) permitted regular phone calls and contact 
visits with their children; 

(B) provided with contact information for 
child welfare agencies and family courts in the 
relevant jurisdictions; 

(C) able to participate fully and, to the extent 
possible, in person in all family court pro-
ceedings and any other proceedings that may 
impact their right to custody of their children; 

(D) granted free and confidential telephone 
calls to relevant child welfare agencies and fam-
ily courts as often as is necessary to ensure that 
the best interest of their children, including a 
preference for family unity whenever appro-
priate, can be considered in child welfare agen-
cy or family court proceedings; 

(E) able to fully comply with all family court 
or child welfare agency orders impacting cus-
tody of their children; 

(F) provided access to United States passport 
applications or other relevant travel document 
applications for the purpose of obtaining travel 
documents for their children; 

(G) afforded timely access to a notary public 
for the purpose of applying for a passport for 
their children or executing guardianship or 
other agreements to ensure the safety of their 
children; and 

(H) granted adequate time before removal to 
obtain passports, apostilled birth certificates, 
travel documents, and other necessary records 
on behalf of their children if such children will 
accompany them on their return to their coun-
try of origin or join them in their country of ori-
gin; and 

(3) where doing so would not impact public 
safety or national security, facilitate the ability 
of detained alien parents and primary care-

givers to share information regarding travel ar-
rangements with their consulate, children, child 
welfare agencies, or other caregivers in advance 
of the detained alien individual’s departure 
from the United States. 
SEC. 3805. MANDATORY TRAINING. 

The Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, the Sec-
retary of State, the Attorney General, and inde-
pendent child welfare and family law experts, 
shall develop and provide training on the pro-
tections required under sections 3803 and 3804 to 
all personnel of the Department, cooperating en-
tities, and detention facilities operated by or 
under agreement with the Department who reg-
ularly engage in immigration enforcement ac-
tions and in the course of such actions come 
into contact with individuals who are parents or 
primary caregivers of children in the United 
States. 
SEC. 3806. RULEMAKING. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall pro-
mulgate regulations to implement sections 3803 
and 3804 of this Act. 
SEC. 3807. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this subtitle or amendment 
made by this subtitle, or the application of a 
provision or amendment to any person or cir-
cumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, the 
remainder of this subtitle and amendments made 
by this subtitle, and the application of the pro-
visions and amendment to any person or cir-
cumstance, shall not be affected by the holding. 

TITLE IV—REFORMS TO NONIMMIGRANT 
VISA PROGRAMS 

Subtitle A—Employment-based Nonimmigrant 
Visas 

SEC. 4101. MARKET-BASED H–1B VISA LIMITS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 214(g) (8 U.S.C. 

1184(g)) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A), 

by striking ‘‘(beginning with fiscal year 1992)’’; 
and 

(B) by amending subparagraph (A) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(A) under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) may not 
exceed the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the base allocation calculated under 
paragraph (9)(A); and 

‘‘(ii) the allocation adjustment calculated 
under paragraph (9)(B); and’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (10) as sub-
paragraph (D) of paragraph (9); 

(3) by redesignating paragraph (9) as para-
graph (10); and 

(4) by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(9)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph 
(C), the base allocation of nonimmigrant visas 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) for each fiscal 
year shall be equal to— 

‘‘(i) the sum of— 
‘‘(I) the base allocation for the most recently 

completed fiscal year; and 
‘‘(II) the allocation adjustment under sub-

paragraph (B) for the most recently completed 
fiscal year; 

‘‘(ii) if the number calculated under clause (i) 
is less than 115,000, 115,000; or 

‘‘(iii) if the number calculated under clause (i) 
is more than 180,000, 180,000. 

‘‘(B)(i) If the number of cap-subject non-
immigrant visa petitions accepted for filing 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) during the first 
45 days petitions may be filed for a fiscal year 
is equal to the base allocation for such fiscal 
year, an additional 20,000 such visas shall be 
made available beginning on the 46th day on 
which petitions may be filed for such fiscal year. 

‘‘(ii) If the base allocation of cap-subject non-
immigrant visa petitions accepted for filing 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) for a fiscal year 
is reached during the 15-day period ending on 
the 60th day on which petitions may be filed for 

such fiscal year, an additional 15,000 such visas 
shall be made available beginning on the 61st 
day on which petitions may be filed for such fis-
cal year. 

‘‘(iii) If the base allocation of cap-subject non-
immigrant visa petitions accepted for filing 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) for a fiscal year 
is reached during the 30-day period ending on 
the 90th day on which petitions may be filed for 
such fiscal year, an additional 10,000 such visas 
shall be made available beginning on the 91st 
day on which petitions may be filed for such fis-
cal year. 

‘‘(iv) If the base allocation of cap-subject non-
immigrant visa petitions accepted for filing 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) for a fiscal year 
is reached during the 185-day period ending on 
the 275th day on which petitions may be filed 
for such fiscal year, an additional 5,000 such 
visas shall be made available beginning on the 
date on which such allocation is reached. 

‘‘(v) If the number of cap-subject non-
immigrant visa petitions accepted for filing 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) for a fiscal year 
is at least 5,000 fewer than the base allocation, 
but is not more than 9,999 fewer than the base 
allocation, the allocation adjustment for the fol-
lowing fiscal year shall be -5,000. 

‘‘(vi) If the number of cap-subject non-
immigrant visa petitions accepted for filing 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) for a fiscal year 
is at least 10,000 fewer than the base allocation, 
but not more than 14,999 fewer than the base al-
location, the allocation adjustment for the fol-
lowing fiscal year shall be -10,000. 

‘‘(vii) If the number of cap-subject non-
immigrant visa petitions accepted for filing 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) for a fiscal year 
is at least 15,000 fewer than the base allocation, 
but not more than 19,999 fewer than the base al-
location, the allocation adjustment for the fol-
lowing fiscal year shall be -15,000. 

‘‘(viii) If the number of cap-subject non-
immigrant visa petitions accepted for filing 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) for a fiscal year 
is at least 20,000 fewer than the base allocation, 
the allocation adjustment for the following fis-
cal year shall be -20,000. 

‘‘(C) No allocation adjustment may take place 
under any of clauses (i) through (iv) of subpara-
graph (B) to make additional visas available for 
any fiscal year in which the national occupa-
tional unemployment rate for ‘Management, 
Professional, and Related Occupations’, as pub-
lished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics each 
month, averages 4.5 percent or greater over the 
12-month period preceding the date of the Sec-
retary’s determination of whether the cap 
should be increased or decreased.’’. 

(b) INCREASE IN ALLOCATION FOR STEM NON-
IMMIGRANTS.—Section 214(g)(5)(C) (8 U.S.C. 
1184(g)(5)(C)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(C) has earned a master’s or higher degree, 
in a field of science, technology, engineering, or 
math included in the Department of Education’s 
Classification of Instructional Programs tax-
onomy within the summary groups of computer 
and information sciences and support services, 
engineering, mathematics and statistics, biologi-
cal and biomedical sciences, and physical 
sciences, from a United States institution of 
higher education (as defined in section 101(a) of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a)) until the number of aliens who are ex-
empted from such numerical limitation during 
such year exceed 25,000.’’. 

(c) PUBLICATION.— 
(1) DATA SUMMARIZING PETITIONS.—The Sec-

retary shall timely upload to a public website 
data that summarizes the adjudication of non-
immigrant petitions under section 
101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b)) dur-
ing each fiscal year. 

(2) ANNUAL NUMERICAL LIMITATION.—As soon 
as practicable and no later than March 2 of 
each fiscal year, the Secretary shall publish in 
the Federal Register the numerical limitation 
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determined under section 214(g)(1)(A) for such 
fiscal year. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICATION.—The 
amendments made by subsection (a) shall take 
effect on the first day of the first fiscal year be-
ginning after the date of the enactment of this 
Act and apply to applications for nonimmigrant 
visas under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b)) for such fiscal year. 
SEC. 4102. EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION FOR 

DEPENDENTS OF EMPLOYMENT- 
BASED NONIMMIGRANTS. 

Section 214(c) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ each place 

such term appears and inserting ‘‘Secretary of 
Homeland Security’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by amending subpara-
graph (E) to read as follows: 

‘‘(E)(i) In the case of an alien spouse admitted 
under section 101(a)(15)(L), who is accom-
panying or following to join a principal alien 
admitted under such section, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall— 

‘‘(I) authorize the alien spouse to engage in 
employment in the United States; and 

‘‘(II) provide the spouse with an ‘employment 
authorized’ endorsement or other appropriate 
work permit. 

‘‘(ii) In the case of an alien spouse admitted 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b), who is accom-
panying or following to join a principal alien 
admitted under such section, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall— 

‘‘(I) authorize the alien spouse to engage in 
employment in the United States; and 

‘‘(II) provide such a spouse with an ‘employ-
ment authorized’ endorsement or other appro-
priate work permit, if appropriate. 

‘‘(iii)(I) Upon the request of the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of Homeland Security may 
suspend employment authorizations under 
clause (ii) to nationals of a foreign country that 
does not permit reciprocal employment to na-
tionals of the United States who are accom-
panying or following to join the employment- 
based nonimmigrant husband or wife of such 
spouse to be employed in such foreign country 
based on that status. 

‘‘(II) In subclause (I), the term ‘employment- 
based nonimmigrant’ means an individual who 
is admitted to a foreign country to perform em-
ployment similar to the employment described in 
section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b).’’. 
SEC. 4103. ELIMINATING IMPEDIMENTS TO WORK-

ER MOBILITY. 
(a) DEFERENCE TO PRIOR APPROVALS.—Sec-

tion 214(c) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)), as amended by sec-
tion 4102, is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(15) Subject to paragraph (2)(D) and sub-
section (g) and section 104(c) and subsections (a) 
and (b) of section 106 of the American Competi-
tiveness in the Twenty-first Century Act of 2000 
(Public Law 106–313; 8 U.S.C. 1184 note), the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall give def-
erence to a prior approval of a petition in re-
viewing a petition to extend the status of a non-
immigrant admitted under subparagraph 
(H)(i)(b) or (L) of section 101(a)(15) if the peti-
tion involves the same alien and petitioner un-
less the Secretary determines that— 

‘‘(A) there was a material error with regard to 
the previous petition approval; 

‘‘(B) a substantial change in circumstances 
has taken place; 

‘‘(C) new material information has been dis-
covered that adversely impacts the eligibility of 
the employer or the nonimmigrant; or 

‘‘(D) in the Secretary’s discretion, such exten-
sion should not be approved.’’. 

(b) EFFECT OF EMPLOYMENT TERMINATION.— 
Section 214(n) (8 U.S.C. 1184(n)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) A nonimmigrant admitted under section 
101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) whose employment relation-
ship terminates before the expiration of the non-
immigrant’s period of authorized admission 

shall be deemed to have retained such legal sta-
tus throughout the entire 60-day period begin-
ning on the date such employment is terminated. 
A nonimmigrant who files a petition to extend, 
change, or adjust their status at any point dur-
ing such period shall be deemed to have lawful 
status under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) while 
that petition is pending.’’. 

(c) VISA REVALIDATION.—Section 222(c) (8 
U.S.C. 1202(c)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ before ‘‘Every alien’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) The Secretary of State may, at the Sec-

retary’s discretion, renew in the United States 
the visa of an alien admitted under subpara-
graph (A), (E), (G), (H), (I), (L), (N), (O), (P), 
(R), or (W) of section 101(a)(15) if the alien has 
remained eligible for such status and qualifies 
for a waiver of interview as provided for in sub-
section (h)(1)(D).’’. 

(d) INTERVIEW WAIVERS FOR LOW RISK VISA 
APPLICANTS.—Section 222(h)(1) (8 U.S.C. 
1202(h)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B)(iv), by striking ‘‘or’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (C)(ii), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end and inserting ‘‘or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) by the Secretary of State, in consultation 

with the Secretary of Homeland Security, for 
such aliens or classes of aliens— 

‘‘(i) that the Secretary determines generally 
represent a low security risk; 

‘‘(ii) for which an in-person interview would 
not add material benefit to the adjudication 
process; 

‘‘(iii) unless the Secretary of State, after a re-
view of all standard database and biometric 
checks, the visa application, and other sup-
porting documents, determines that an interview 
is unlikely to reveal derogatory information; 
and 

‘‘(iv) except that in every case, the Secretary 
of State retains the right to require an applicant 
to appear for an interview; and’’. 
SEC. 4104. STEM EDUCATION AND TRAINING. 

(a) FEE.—Section 212(a)(5)(A) (8 U.S.C. 
1182(a)(5)(A)) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(v) FEE.—An employer shall submit, along 
with an application for a certification under 
this subparagraph, a fee of $1,000, which shall 
be deposited in the STEM Education and Train-
ing Account established under section 286(w).’’. 

(b) H–1B NONIMMIGRANT PETITIONER AC-
COUNT.—Section 286(s) (8 U.S.C. 1356(s)) is 
amended by striking paragraphs (3) and (4) and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(3) LOW-INCOME STEM SCHOLARSHIP PRO-
GRAM.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Thirty percent of the 
amounts deposited into the H–1B Nonimmigrant 
Petitioner Account shall remain available to the 
Director of the National Science Foundation 
until expended for scholarships described in sec-
tion 414(d) of the American Competitiveness and 
Workforce Improvement Act of 1998 (42 U.S.C. 
1869c) for low-income students enrolled in a pro-
gram of study leading to a degree in science, 
technology, engineering, or mathematics. 

‘‘(B) STEM EDUCATION FOR UNDERREP-
RESENTED.—The Director shall work in con-
sultation with, or direct scholarship funds 
through, national nonprofit organizations that 
primarily focus on science, technology, engi-
neering, or mathematics education for underrep-
resented groups, such as women and minorities. 

‘‘(C) LOAN FORGIVENESS.—The Director may 
expend funds from the Account for purposes of 
loan forgiveness or repayment of student loans 
which led to a low-income student obtaining a 
degree in science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics, or other high demand fields. 

‘‘(4) NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION GRANT 
PROGRAM FOR K–12 SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGI-
NEERING, AND MATHEMATICS EDUCATION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Ten percent of the 
amounts deposited into the H–1B Nonimmigrant 
Petitioner Account shall remain available to the 
Director of the National Science Foundation 
until expended to carry out a direct or matching 
grant program to support improvement in K–12 
education, including through private-public 
partnerships. Grants awarded pursuant to this 
paragraph shall include formula based grants 
that target lower income populations with a 
focus on reaching women and minorities. 

‘‘(B) TYPES OF PROGRAMS COVERED.—The Di-
rector shall award grants to programs that— 

‘‘(i) support the development and implementa-
tion of standards-based instructional materials 
models and related student assessments that en-
able K–12 students to acquire an understanding 
of science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, and to develop critical thinking skills; 

‘‘(ii) provide systemic improvement in training 
K–12 teachers and education for students in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, including by supporting efforts to pro-
mote gender-equality among students receiving 
such instruction; 

‘‘(iii) support the professional development of 
K–12 science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics teachers in the use of technology 
in the classroom; 

‘‘(iv) stimulate systemwide K–12 reform of 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics in urban, rural, and economically dis-
advantaged regions of the United States; 

‘‘(v) provide externships and other opportuni-
ties for students to increase their appreciation 
and understanding of science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics (including summer in-
stitutes sponsored by an institution of higher 
education for students in grades 7 through 12 
that provide instruction in such fields); 

‘‘(vi) involve partnerships of industry, edu-
cational institutions, and national or regional 
community based organizations with dem-
onstrated experience addressing the educational 
needs of disadvantaged communities; 

‘‘(vii) provide college preparatory support to 
expose and prepare students for careers in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics; or 

‘‘(viii) provide for carrying out systemic re-
form activities under section 3(a)(1) of the Na-
tional Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 
1862(a)(1)).’’. 

(c) USE OF FEE.—Section 286 (8 U.S.C. 1356) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(w) STEM EDUCATION AND TRAINING AC-
COUNT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the 
general fund of the Treasury a separate ac-
count, which shall be known as the ‘STEM Edu-
cation and Training Account’. Notwithstanding 
any other section of this title, there shall be de-
posited as offsetting receipts into the Account 
all of the fees collected under section 
212(a)(5)(A)(v). 

‘‘(2) PURPOSES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The purposes of the STEM 

Education and Training Account are to en-
hance the economic competitiveness of the 
United States by— 

‘‘(i) strengthening STEM education, including 
in computer science, at all levels; 

‘‘(ii) ensuring that schools have access to 
well-trained and effective STEM teachers; 

‘‘(iii) supporting efforts to strengthen the ele-
mentary and secondary curriculum, including 
efforts to make courses in computer science more 
broadly available; and 

‘‘(iv) helping colleges and universities produce 
more graduates in fields needed by American 
employers. 

‘‘(B) DEFINED TERM.—In this paragraph, the 
term ‘STEM education’ means instruction in a 
field of science, technology, engineering or math 
included in the Department of Education’s Clas-
sification of Instructional Programs taxonomy 
within the summary groups of computer and in-
formation sciences and support services, engi-
neering, mathematics and statistics, biological 
and biomedical sciences, and physical sciences. 
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‘‘(3) ALLOCATIONS TO STATES AND TERRI-

TORIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Secretary of Education shall propor-
tionately allocate 70 percent of the amounts de-
posited into the STEM Education and Training 
Account each fiscal year to the 50 States, the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, Guam, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, American Samoa, and the Northern Mar-
iana Islands in an amount that bears the same 
relationship as the proportion the State, district, 
or territory received under subpart 2 of part A 
of title I of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6331 et seq.) for the 
preceding fiscal year bears to the amount all 
States and territories received under that sub-
part for the preceding fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) MINIMUM ALLOCATIONS.—No State or ter-
ritory shall receive less than an amount equal to 
0.5 percent of the total amount made available 
to all States from the STEM Education and 
Training Account. If a State or territory does 
not request an allocation from the Account for 
a fiscal year, the Secretary shall reallocate the 
State’s allocation to the remaining States and 
territories in accordance with this paragraph. 

‘‘(C) USE OF FUNDS.—Amounts allocated pur-
suant to this paragraph may be used for the ac-
tivities described in section 4104(c) of the Border 
Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigra-
tion Modernization Act. 

‘‘(4) STEM CAPACITY BUILDING AT MINORITY- 
SERVING INSTITUTIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Edu-
cation shall allocate 20 percent of the amounts 
deposited into the STEM Education and Train-
ing Account to establish or expand programs to 
award grants to institutions described in sub-
paragraph (C)— 

‘‘(i) to enhance the quality of undergraduate 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics education at such institutions; and 

‘‘(ii) to increase the retention and graduation 
rates of students pursuing degrees in such fields 
at such institutions. 

‘‘(B) TYPES OF PROGRAMS COVERED.—Grants 
awarded under this paragraph shall be awarded 
to— 

‘‘(i) minority-serving institutions of higher 
education for— 

‘‘(I) activities to improve courses and cur-
riculum in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics; 

‘‘(II) efforts to promote gender equality among 
students enrolled in such courses; 

‘‘(III) faculty development; 
‘‘(IV) stipends for undergraduate students 

participating in research; and 
‘‘(V) other activities consistent with subpara-

graph (A), as determined by the Secretary of 
Education; and 

‘‘(ii) to other institutions of higher education 
to partner with the institutions described in 
clause (i) for— 

‘‘(I) faculty and student development and ex-
change; 

‘‘(II) research infrastructure development; 
‘‘(III) joint research projects; and 
‘‘(IV) identification and development of mi-

nority and low-income candidates for graduate 
studies in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics degree programs. 

‘‘(C) INSTITUTIONS INCLUDED.—In this para-
graph, the term ‘institutions’ shall include— 

‘‘(i) colleges eligible to receive funds under the 
Act of August 30, 1890 (7 U.S.C. 321–326a and 
328), including Tuskegee University; 

‘‘(ii) 1994 Institutions, as defined in section 
532 of the Equity in Educational Land-Grant 
Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note); 

‘‘(iii) part B institutions (as defined in section 
322 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1061)); and 

‘‘(iv) Hispanic-serving institutions, as defined 
in section 502(a)(5) of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1101a(a)(5)). 

‘‘(D) GRANTING OF BONDING AUTHORITY.—A 
recipient of a grant awarded under this para-

graph is authorized to utilize such funds for the 
issuance of bonds to fund research infrastruc-
ture development. 

‘‘(E) LOAN FORGIVENESS.—The Director may 
expend funds from the allocation under this 
paragraph for purposes of loan forgiveness or 
repayment of student loans which led to a low- 
income student obtaining a degree in science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics, or other 
high demand fields. 

‘‘(5) WORKFORCE INVESTMENT.—The Secretary 
of Education shall allocate 5 percent of the 
amounts deposited into the STEM Education 
and Training Account to the Secretary of Labor 
until expended for statewide workforce invest-
ment activities that may also benefit veterans 
and their spouses, including youth activities 
and statewide employment and training and ac-
tivities for adults and dislocated workers de-
scribed in section 128(a) of the Workforce Invest-
ment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2853(a)), and the de-
velopment of licensing and credentialing pro-
grams. 

‘‘(6) AMERICAN DREAM ACCOUNTS.—The Sec-
retary of Education shall allocate 3 percent of 
the amounts deposited into the STEM Education 
and Training Account to award grants, on a 
competitive basis, to eligible entities to enable 
such eligible entities to establish and administer 
American Dream Accounts under section 4104(e) 
of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immi-
grant Responsibility Act of 1996. 

‘‘(7) ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES.—The Sec-
retary of Education may expend up to 2 percent 
of the amounts deposited into the STEM Edu-
cation and Training Account for administrative 
expenses, including conducting an annual eval-
uation of the implementation and impact of the 
activities funded by the STEM Education and 
Training Account as required under section 
4104(c)(3) of the Border Security, Economic Op-
portunity, and Immigration Modernization 
Act.’’. 

(d) STEM EDUCATION GRANTS.— 
(1) APPLICATION PROCESS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Each Governor and Chief 

State School Officer desiring an allocation from 
the STEM Education and Training Account 
under section 286(w)(3) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by subsection (b), 
shall jointly submit a plan, including a pro-
posed budget, signed by the Governor and Chief 
State School Officer, to the Secretary of Edu-
cation at such time, in such form, and including 
such information as the Secretary of Education 
may prescribe pursuant to subparagraph (B). 
The plan shall describe how the State plans to 
improve STEM education to meet the needs of 
students and employers in the State. 

(B) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of Edu-
cation shall issue a rule, through a rulemaking 
procedure that complies with section 553 of title 
5, United States Code, prescribing the informa-
tion that should be included in the State plans 
submitted under subparagraph (A). 

(2) ALLOWABLE ACTIVITIES.—A State, district, 
or territory that receives funding from the 
STEM Education and Training Account may 
use such funding to develop and implement 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics (STEM) activities to serve students, in-
cluding students of underrepresented groups 
such as minorities, economically disadvantaged, 
and females by— 

(A) strengthening the State’s STEM academic 
achievement standards; 

(B) implementing strategies for the recruit-
ment, training, placement, and retention of 
teachers in STEM fields, including computer 
science; 

(C) carrying out initiatives designed to assist 
students in succeeding and graduating from 
postsecondary STEM programs; 

(D) improving the availability and access to 
STEM-related worker training programs, includ-
ing community college courses and programs; 

(E) forming partnerships with higher edu-
cation, economic development, workforce, indus-
try, and local educational agencies; or 

(F) engaging in other activities, as determined 
by the State, in consultation with businesses 
and State agencies, to improve STEM education. 

(3) NATIONAL EVALUATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Using amounts allocated 

under section 286(w)(7) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by subsection (b), the 
Secretary of Education shall conduct, directly 
or through a grant or contract, an annual eval-
uation of the implementation and impact of the 
activities funded by the STEM Education and 
Training Account. 

(B) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall 
submit a report describing the results of each 
evaluation conducted under subparagraph (A) 
to— 

(i) the President; 
(ii) the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-

ate; 
(iii) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 

House of Representatives; 
(iv) the Committee on Health, Education, 

Labor, and Pensions of the Senate; and 
(v) the Committee on Education and the 

Workforce of the House of Representatives. 
(C) DISSEMINATION.—The Secretary shall 

make the findings of the evaluation widely 
available to educators, the business community, 
and the public. 

(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection may be construed to permit the Sec-
retary of Education or any other Federal offi-
cial to approve the content or academic achieve-
ment standards of a State. 

(e) AMERICAN DREAM ACCOUNTS.— 
(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) AMERICAN DREAM ACCOUNT.—The term 

‘‘American Dream Account’’ means a personal 
online account for low-income students that 
monitors higher education readiness and in-
cludes a college savings account. 

(B) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.— 
The term ‘‘appropriate committees of Congress’’ 
means— 

(i) the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate; 

(ii) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; 

(iii) the Committee on Finance of the Senate; 
(iv) the Committee on Education and the 

Workforce of the House of Representatives; 
(v) the Committee on Appropriations of the 

House of Representatives; 
(vi) the Committee on Ways and Means of the 

House of Representatives; and 
(vii) any other committee of the Senate or 

House of Representatives that the Secretary de-
termines appropriate. 

(C) COLLEGE SAVINGS ACCOUNT.—The term 
‘‘college savings account’’ means a savings ac-
count that— 

(i) provides some tax-preferred accumulation; 
(ii) is widely available (such as Qualified Tui-

tion Programs under section 529 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 or Coverdell Education 
Savings Accounts under section 530 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986); and 

(iii) contains funds that may be used only for 
the costs associated with attending an institu-
tion of higher education, including— 

(I) tuition and fees; 
(II) room and board; 
(III) textbooks; 
(IV) supplies and equipment; and 
(V) internet access. 
(D) DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM.—The term 

‘‘dual enrollment program’’ means an academic 
program through which a secondary school stu-
dent is able simultaneously to earn credit to-
ward a secondary school diploma and a postsec-
ondary degree or credential. 

(E) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible enti-
ty’’ means— 

(i) a State educational agency; 
(ii) a local educational agency; 
(iii) a charter school or charter management 

organization; 
(iv) an institution of higher education; 
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(v) a nonprofit organization; 
(vi) an entity with demonstrated experience in 

educational savings or in assisting low-income 
students to prepare for, and attend, an institu-
tion of higher education; or 

(vii) a consortium of 2 or more of the entities 
described in clause (i) through (vi). 

(F) ESEA DEFINITIONS.—The terms ‘‘local edu-
cational agency’’, ‘‘parent’’, and ‘‘State edu-
cational agency’’ have the meanings given the 
terms in section 9101 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801) 
and the term ‘‘charter school’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 5210 of such Act. 

(G) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 101(a) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a)). 

(H) LOW-INCOME STUDENT.—The term ‘‘low-in-
come student’’ means a student who is eligible to 
receive a free or reduced price lunch under the 
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.). 

(2) GRANT PROGRAM.— 
(A) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of 

Education is authorized to award grants, on a 
competitive basis, to eligible entities to enable 
such eligible entities to establish and administer 
American Dream Accounts for a group of low- 
income students. 

(B) RESERVATION.—From the amount made 
available each fiscal year to carry out this sec-
tion under section 286(w)(6) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, the Secretary of Education 
shall reserve not more than 5 percent of such 
amount to carry out the evaluation activities de-
scribed in paragraph (5)(A). 

(C) DURATION.—A grant awarded under this 
subsection shall be for a period of not more than 
3 years. The Secretary of Education may extend 
such grant for an additional 2-year period if the 
Secretary of Education determines that the eligi-
ble entity has demonstrated significant progress, 
based on the factors described in paragraph 
(3)(B)(xi). 

(3) APPLICATIONS; PRIORITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible entity desiring 

a grant under this subsection shall submit an 
application to the Secretary of Education at 
such time, in such manner, and containing such 
information as the Secretary of Education may 
require. 

(B) CONTENTS.—The application described in 
subparagraph (A) shall include— 

(i) a description of the characteristics of a 
group of not less than 30 low-income public 
school students who— 

(I) are, at the time of the application, attend-
ing a grade not higher than grade 9; and 

(II) will, under the grant, receive an American 
Dream Account; 

(ii) a description of how the eligible entity will 
engage, and provide support (such as tutoring 
and mentoring for students, and training for 
teachers and other stakeholders) either online or 
in person, to— 

(I) the students in the group described in 
clause (i); 

(II) the family members and teachers of such 
students; and 

(III) other stakeholders such as school admin-
istrators and school counselors; 

(iii) an identification of partners who will as-
sist the eligible entity in establishing and sus-
taining American Dream Accounts; 

(iv) a description of what experience the eligi-
ble entity or the eligible entity’s partners have 
in managing college savings accounts, preparing 
low-income students for postsecondary edu-
cation, managing online systems, and teaching 
financial literacy; 

(v) a description of how the eligible entity will 
help increase the value of the college savings ac-
count portion of each American Dream Account, 
such as by providing matching funds or incen-
tives for academic achievement; 

(vi) a description of how the eligible entity 
will notify each participating student in the 

group described in subparagraph (A), on a semi-
annual basis, of the current balance and status 
of the student’s college savings account portion 
of the student’s American Dream Account; 

(vii) a plan that describes how the eligible en-
tity will monitor participating students in the 
group described in clause (i) to ensure that each 
student’s American Dream Account will be 
maintained if a student in such group changes 
schools before graduating from secondary 
school; 

(viii) a plan that describes how the American 
Dream Accounts will be managed for not less 
than 1 year after a majority of the students in 
the group described in clause (i) graduate from 
secondary school; 

(ix) a description of how the eligible entity 
will encourage students in the group described 
in clause (i) who fail to graduate from sec-
ondary school to continue their education; 

(x) a description of how the eligible entity will 
evaluate the grant program, including by col-
lecting, as applicable, data about the students 
in the group described in clause (i) during the 
grant period, and, if sufficient grant funds are 
available, after the grant period, including 

(I) attendance rates; 
(II) progress reports; 
(III) grades and course selections; 
(IV) the student graduation rate (as defined 

in section 1111 (b)(2)(C)(vi) of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
6311(b)(2)(C)(vi))); 

(V) rates of student completion of the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid described in 
section 483 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 
(20 U.S.C. 1090); 

(VI) rates of enrollment in an institution of 
higher education; and 

(VII) rates of completion at an institution of 
higher education; 

(xi) a description of what will happen to the 
funds in the college savings account portion of 
the American Dream Accounts that are dedi-
cated to participating students described in 
clause (i) who have not matriculated at an insti-
tution of higher education at the time of the 
conclusion of the period of American Dream Ac-
count management described in clause (viii); 

(xii) a description of how the eligible entity 
will ensure that funds in the college savings ac-
count portion of the American Dream Accounts 
will not make families ineligible for public as-
sistance; and 

(xiii) a description of how the eligible entity 
will ensure that participating students described 
in clause (i) will have access to the Internet; 

(C) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under this 
subsection, the Secretary of Education shall give 
priority to applications from eligible entities 
that— 

(i) are described in paragraph (1)(E)(vii); 
(ii) serve the largest number of low-income 

students; 
(iii) emphasize preparing students to pursue 

careers in science, technology, engineering, or 
mathematics; or 

(iv) in the case of an eligible entity described 
in clause (i) or (ii) of paragraph (1)(E), provide 
opportunities for participating students de-
scribed in clause (i) to participate in a dual en-
rollment program at no cost to the student. 

(4) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity that re-

ceives a grant under this subsection shall use 
such grant funds to establish an American 
Dream Account for each participating student 
described in paragraph (3)(B)(i), which will be 
used to— 

(i) open a college savings account for such 
student; 

(ii) monitor the progress of such student on-
line, which— 

(I) shall include monitoring student data re-
lating to— 

(aa) grades and course selections; 
(bb) progress reports; and 
(cc) attendance and disciplinary records; and 

(II) may also include monitoring student data 
relating to a broad range of information, pro-
vided by teachers and family members, related 
to postsecondary education readiness, access, 
and completion; 

(iii) provide opportunities for such students, 
either online or in person, to learn about finan-
cial literacy, including by— 

(I) assisting such students in financial plan-
ning for enrollment in an institution of higher 
education; and 

(II) assisting such students in identifying and 
applying for financial aid (such as loans, 
grants, and scholarships) for an institution of 
higher education; 

(iv) provide opportunities for such students, 
either online or in person, to learn about pre-
paring for enrollment in an institution of higher 
education, including by providing instruction to 
students about— 

(I) choosing the appropriate courses to pre-
pare for postsecondary education; 

(II) applying to an institution of higher edu-
cation; 

(III) building a student portfolio, which may 
be used when applying to an institution of high-
er education; 

(IV) selecting an institution of higher edu-
cation; 

(V) choosing a major for the student’s postsec-
ondary program of education or a career path, 
including specific instruction on pursuing 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics majors; and 

(VI) adapting to life at an institution of high-
er education; and 

(v) provide opportunities for such students, ei-
ther online or in person, to identify skills or in-
terests, including career interests. 

(B) ACCESS TO AMERICAN DREAM ACCOUNT.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (iii) and 

(iv), and in accordance with applicable Federal 
laws and regulations relating to privacy of in-
formation and the privacy of children, an eligi-
ble entity that receives a grant under this sub-
section shall allow vested stakeholders described 
in clause (ii), to have secure access, through the 
Internet, to an American Dream Account. 

(ii) VESTED STAKEHOLDERS.—The vested stake-
holders that an eligible entity shall permit to ac-
cess an American Dream Account are individ-
uals (such as the student’s teachers, school 
counselors, counselors at an institution of high-
er education, school administrators, or other in-
dividuals) that are designated, in accordance 
with the Family Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act of 1974 (20 U.S.C. 1232g), by the parent 
of a participating student in whose name such 
American Dream Account is held, as having per-
mission to access the account. A student’s par-
ent may withdraw such designation from an in-
dividual at any time. 

(iii) EXCEPTION FOR COLLEGE SAVINGS AC-
COUNT.—An eligible entity that receives a grant 
under this subsection shall not be required to 
give vested stakeholders described in clause (ii), 
access to the college savings account portion of 
a student’s American Dream Account. 

(iv) ADULT STUDENTS.—Notwithstanding 
clause (i) through (iii), if a participating stu-
dent is age 18 or older, an eligible entity that re-
ceives a grant under this subsection shall not 
provide access to such participating student’s 
American Dream Account without the student’s 
consent, in accordance with the Family Edu-
cational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (20 
U.S.C. 1232g). 

(v) INPUT OF STUDENT INFORMATION.—Student 
data collected pursuant to subparagraph 
(A)(ii)(I) may only be entered into an American 
Dream Account by a school administrator or 
such administrator’s designee. 

(C) PROHIBITION ON USE OF STUDENT INFORMA-
TION.—An eligible entity that receives a grant 
under this subsection may not use any student- 
level information or data for the purpose of so-
liciting, advertising, or marketing any financial 
or nonfinancial consumer product or service 
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that is offered by such eligible entity, or on be-
half of any other person. 

(D) LIMITATION ON THE USE OF GRANT 
FUNDS.—An eligible entity shall not use more 
than 25 percent of the grant funds provided 
under this subsection to provide the initial de-
posit into a college savings account portion of a 
student’s American Dream Account. 

(5) REPORTS AND EVALUATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the Secretary of Education has disbursed grants 
under this subsection, and annually thereafter, 
the Secretary of Education shall prepare and 
submit a report to the appropriate committees of 
Congress that includes an evaluation of the ef-
fectiveness of the grant program established 
under this subsection. 

(B) CONTENTS.—The report described in sub-
paragraph (A) shall— 

(i) list the grants that have been awarded 
under paragraph (2)(A); 

(ii) include the number of students who have 
an American Dream Account established 
through a grant awarded under paragraph 
(2)(A); 

(iii) provide data (including the interest ac-
crued on college savings accounts that are part 
of an American Dream Account) in the aggre-
gate, regarding students who have an American 
Dream Account established through a grant 
awarded under paragraph (2)(A), as compared 
to similarly situated students who do not have 
an American Dream Account; 

(iv) identify best practices developed by the el-
igible entities receiving grants under this sub-
section; 

(v) identify any issues related to student pri-
vacy and stakeholder accessibility to American 
Dream Accounts; 

(vi) provide feedback from participating stu-
dents and the parents of such students about 
the grant program, including— 

(I) the impact of the program; 
(II) aspects of the program that are successful; 
(III) aspects of the program that are not suc-

cessful; and 
(IV) any other data required by the Secretary 

of Education; and 
(vii) provide recommendations for expanding 

the American Dream Accounts program. 
(6) ELIGIBILITY TO RECEIVE FEDERAL STUDENT 

FINANCIAL AID.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, any funds that are in the col-
lege savings account portion of a student’s 
American Dream Account shall not affect such 
student’s eligibility to receive Federal student fi-
nancial aid, including any Federal student fi-
nancial aid under the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001), and shall not be consid-
ered in determining the amount of any such 
Federal student aid. 

(f) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 480(j) 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1087vv(j)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(5) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), amounts 
made available under the college savings ac-
count portion of an American Dream Account 
under section 4105(e)(4) of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act 
of 1996 shall not be treated as estimated finan-
cial assistance for purposes of section 471(3).’’. 
SEC. 4105. H–1B AND L VISA FEES. 

Section 281 (8 U.S.C. 1351) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘The fees’’ and inserting the 

following: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The fees’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘: Provided, That non-

immigrant visas’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘. 
‘‘(b) UNITED NATIONS VISITORS.—Non-

immigrant visas’’; 
(3) by striking ‘‘Subject to’’ and inserting the 

following: 
‘‘(c) FEE WAIVERS OR REDUCTIONS.—Subject 

to’’; and 
(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) H–1B AND L VISA FEES.—In addition to 

the fees authorized under subsection (a), the 

Secretary of Homeland Security shall collect, 
from each employer (except for nonprofit re-
search institutions and nonprofit educational 
institutions) filing a petition to hire non-
immigrants described in subparagraph (H)(i)(B) 
or (L) of section 101(a)(15), a fee in an amount 
equal to— 

‘‘(1) $1,250 for each such petition filed by any 
employer with not more than 25 full-time equiv-
alent employees in the United States; and 

‘‘(2) $2,500 for each such petition filed by any 
employer with more than 25 such employees.’’. 

Subtitle B—H–1B Visa Fraud and Abuse 
Protections 

CHAPTER 1—H–1B EMPLOYER 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

SEC. 4211. MODIFICATION OF APPLICATION RE-
QUIREMENTS. 

(a) GENERAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) WAGE RATES.—Section 212(n)(1)(A) (8 

U.S.C. 1182(n)(1)(A)) is amended— 
(A) in clause (i)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subclause (I), by 

inserting ‘‘if the employer is not an H–1B-de-
pendent employer,’’ before ‘‘is offering’’; 

(ii) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘question, or’’ 
and inserting ‘‘question; or’’; 

(iii) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘employ-
ment,’’ and inserting ‘‘employment;’’ and 

(iv) in the undesignated material following 
subclause (II), by striking ‘‘application, and’’ 
and inserting ‘‘application;’’; and 

(B) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(ii) if the employer is an H–1B-dependent em-
ployer, is offering and will offer to H–1B non-
immigrants, during the period of authorized em-
ployment for each H–1B nonimmigrant, wages 
that are not less than the level 2 wages set out 
in subsection (p); and 

‘‘(iii) will provide working conditions for H– 
1B nonimmigrants that will not adversely affect 
the working conditions of other workers simi-
larly employed.’’. 

(2) STRENGTHENING THE PREVAILING WAGE SYS-
TEM.—Section 212(p) (8 U.S.C. 1182(p)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(p) COMPUTATION OF PREVAILING WAGE 
LEVEL.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) SURVEYS.—For employers of non-

immigrants admitted pursuant to section 
101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b), the Secretary of Labor shall 
make available to employers a governmental 
survey to determine the prevailing wage for 
each occupational classification by metropolitan 
statistical area in the United States. Such sur-
vey, or other survey approved by the Secretary 
of Labor, shall provide 3 levels of wages com-
mensurate with experience, education, and level 
of supervision. Such wage levels shall be deter-
mined as follows: 

‘‘(i) The first level shall be the mean of the 
lowest two-thirds of wages surveyed, but in no 
case less than 80 percent of the mean of the 
wages surveyed. 

‘‘(ii) The second level shall be the mean of 
wages surveyed. 

‘‘(iii) The third level shall be the mean of the 
highest two-thirds of wages surveyed. 

‘‘(B) EDUCATIONAL, NONPROFIT, RESEARCH, 
AND GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES.—In computing 
the prevailing wage level for an occupational 
classification in an area of employment for pur-
poses of section 203(b)(1)(D) and subsections 
(a)(5)(A), (n)(1)(A)(i)(II), and (t)(1)(A)(i)(II) of 
this section in the case of an employee of— 

‘‘(i) an institution of higher education, or a 
related or affiliated nonprofit entity; or 

‘‘(ii) a nonprofit research organization or a 
governmental research organization; 
the prevailing wage level shall only take into 
account employees at such institutions and or-
ganizations in the area of employment. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENT OF PREVAILING WAGE.—The pre-
vailing wage level required to be paid pursuant 
to section 203(b)(1)(D) and subsections (a)(5)(A), 

(n)(1)(A)(i)(II), and (t)(1)(A)(i)(II) of this sec-
tion shall be 100 percent of the wage level deter-
mined pursuant to those sections. 

‘‘(3) PROFESSIONAL ATHLETE.—With respect to 
a professional athlete (as defined in subsection 
(a)(5)(A)(iii)(II)) when the job opportunity is 
covered by professional sports league rules or 
regulations, the wage set forth in those rules or 
regulations shall be considered as not adversely 
affecting the wages of United States workers 
similarly employed and shall be considered the 
prevailing wage. 

‘‘(4) WAGES FOR H–2B EMPLOYEES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The wages paid to H–2B 

nonimmigrants employed by the employer will be 
the greater of— 

‘‘(i) the actual wage level paid by the em-
ployer to other employees with similar experi-
ence and qualifications for such position; or 

‘‘(ii) the prevailing wage level for the occupa-
tional classification of the position in the geo-
graphic area of the employment, based on the 
best information available as of the time of fil-
ing the application. 

‘‘(B) BEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE.—In sub-
paragraph (A), the term ‘best information avail-
able’, with respect to determining the prevailing 
wage for a position, means— 

‘‘(i) a controlling collective bargaining agree-
ment or Federal contract wage, if applicable; 

‘‘(ii) if there is no applicable wage under 
clause (i), the wage level commensurate with the 
experience, training, and supervision required 
for the job based on Bureau of Labor Statistics 
data; or 

‘‘(iii) if the data referred to in clause (ii) is 
not available, a legitimate and recent private 
survey of the wages paid for such positions in 
the metropolitan statistical area.’’. 

(3) WAGES FOR EDUCATIONAL, NONPROFIT, RE-
SEARCH, AND GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES.—Section 
212 (8 U.S.C. 1182), as amended by sections 2312 
and 2313, is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(x) DETERMINATION OF PREVAILING WAGE.— 
In the case of a nonprofit institution of higher 
education (as defined in section 101(a) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a))), a related or affiliated nonprofit entity, 
a nonprofit research organization, or a govern-
mental research organization, the Secretary of 
Labor shall determine such wage levels as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(1) If the Secretary of Labor uses, or makes 
available to employers, a governmental survey 
to determine the prevailing wage, such survey 
shall provide at least 4 levels of wages commen-
surate with experience, education, and the level 
of supervision. 

‘‘(2) If an existing government survey has 
only 2 levels, 2 intermediate levels may be cre-
ated by dividing by 3, the difference between the 
2 levels offered, adding the quotient thus ob-
tained to the first level and subtracting that 
quotient from the second level. 

‘‘(3) For institutions of higher education, only 
teaching positions and research positions may 
be paid using this special educational wage 
level. 

‘‘(4) In computing the prevailing wage level 
for an occupational classification in an area of 
employment for purposes of subsections 
(a)(5)(A), (n)(1)(A)(i)(II), and (t)(1)(A)(i)(II) 
and section 203(b)(1)(D) for an employee of an 
institution of higher education, or a related or 
affiliated nonprofit entity or a nonprofit re-
search organization or a governmental research 
organization, the prevailing wage level shall 
only take into account employees at such insti-
tutions and organizations in the area of employ-
ment.’’. 

(b) INTERNET POSTING REQUIREMENT.—Section 
212(n)(1)(C) (8 U.S.C. 1182(n)(1)(C)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by redesignating clause (ii) as subclause 
(II); 

(2) by striking ‘‘(i) has provided’’ and insert-
ing the following: 
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‘‘(ii)(I) has provided’’; 
(3) by striking ‘‘sought, or’’ and inserting 

‘‘sought; or’’; and 
(4) by inserting before clause (ii), as redesig-

nated by paragraph (2), the following: 
‘‘(i) has advertised on the Internet website 

maintained by the Secretary of Labor for the 
purpose of such advertising, for at least 30 cal-
endar days, a detailed description of each posi-
tion for which a nonimmigrant is sought that 
includes a description of— 

‘‘(I) the wage ranges and other terms and con-
ditions of employment; 

‘‘(II) the minimum education, training, experi-
ence, and other requirements for the position; 

‘‘(III) the process for applying for the posi-
tion; 

‘‘(IV) the title and description of the position, 
including the location where the work will be 
performed; and 

‘‘(V) the name, city, and zip code of the em-
ployer; and’’. 

(c) APPLICATION OF REQUIREMENTS TO ALL 
EMPLOYERS.— 

(1) NONDISPLACEMENT.—Section 212(n)(1)(E) (8 
U.S.C. 1182(n)(1)(E)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(E)(i)(I) In the case of an application filed 
by an employer that is an H–1B skilled worker 
dependent employer, and is not an H–1B de-
pendent employer, the employer did not displace 
and will not displace a United States worker em-
ployed by the employer during the period begin-
ning 90 days before the date on which a visa pe-
tition supported by the application is filed and 
ending 90 days after such filing. 

‘‘(II) An employer that is not an H–1B skilled 
worker dependent employer shall not be subject 
to subclause (I) unless— 

‘‘(aa) the employer is filing the H–1B petition 
with the intent or purpose of displacing a spe-
cific United States worker from the position to 
be occupied by the beneficiary of the petition; or 

‘‘(bb) workers are displaced who— 
‘‘(AA) provide services, in whole or in part, at 

1 or more worksites owned, operated, or con-
trolled by a Federal, State, or local government 
entity that directs and controls the work of the 
H–1B worker; or 

‘‘(BB) are employed as public school kinder-
garten, elementary, middle school, or secondary 
school teachers. 

‘‘(ii)(I) In the case of an application filed by 
an H–1B-dependent employer, the employer did 
not displace and will not displace a United 
States worker employed by the employer within 
the period beginning 180 days before the date on 
which a visa petition supported by the applica-
tion is filed and ending 180 days after such fil-
ing. 

‘‘(II) An application described in this clause is 
an application filed on or after the date final 
regulations are first promulgated to carry out 
this subparagraph, and before by an H–1B-de-
pendent employer (as defined in paragraph (3)) 
or by an employer that has been found, on or 
after the date of the enactment of the American 
Competitiveness and Workforce Improvement 
Act of 1998, under paragraph (2)(C) or (5) to 
have committed a willful failure or misrepresen-
tation during the 5-year period preceding the 
filing of the application. 

‘‘(iii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘job 
zone’ means a zone assigned to an occupation 
by— 

‘‘(I) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of this Act; or 

‘‘(II) such database or a similar successor 
database, as designated by the Secretary of 
Labor, after the date of the enactment of Border 
Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigra-
tion Modernization Act.’’. 

(2) RECRUITMENT.—Section 212(n)(1)(G) (8 
U.S.C. 1182(n)(1)(G)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(G) An employer, prior to filing the applica-
tion— 

‘‘(i) has taken good faith steps to recruit 
United States workers for the occupational clas-
sification for which the nonimmigrant or non-
immigrants is or are sought, using procedures 
that meet industry-wide standards and offering 
compensation that is at least as great as that re-
quired to be offered to H–1B nonimmigrants 
under subparagraph (A); 

‘‘(ii) has advertised the job on an Internet 
website maintained by the Secretary of Labor 
for the purpose of such advertising; and 

‘‘(iii) if the employer is an H–1B skilled work-
er dependent employer, has offered the job to 
any United States worker who applies and is 
equally or better qualified for the job for which 
the nonimmigrant or nonimmigrants is or are 
sought.’’. 

(d) OUTPLACEMENT.—Section 212(n)(1)(F) (8 
U.S.C. 1182(n)(1)(F)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(F)(i) An H–1B-dependent employer may not 
place, outsource, lease, or otherwise contract for 
the services or placement of an H–1B non-
immigrant employee. 

‘‘(ii) An employer that is not an H–1B-depend-
ent employer and not described in paragraph 
(3)(A)(i) may not place, outsource, lease, or oth-
erwise contract for the services or placement of 
an H–1B nonimmigrant employee unless the em-
ployer pays a fee of $500 per outplaced worker. 

‘‘(iii) A fee collected under clause (ii) shall be 
deposited in the Comprehensive Immigration Re-
form Trust Fund established under section 6 of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act. 

‘‘(iv) An H–1B dependent employer shall be 
exempt from the prohibition on outplacement 
under clause (i) if the employer is a nonprofit 
institution of higher education, a nonprofit re-
search organization, or primarily a health care 
business and is petitioning for a physician, a 
nurse, or a physical therapist or a substantially 
equivalent health care occupation. Such em-
ployer shall be subject to the fee set forth in 
clause (ii).’’. 

(e) H–1B-DEPENDENT EMPLOYER DEFINED.— 
Section 212(n)(3) (8 U.S.C. 1182(n)(3)) is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(3)(A) The term ‘H–1B-dependent employer’ 
means an employer that— 

‘‘(i) in the case of an employer that has 25 or 
fewer full-time equivalent employees who are 
employed in the United States, employs more 
than 7 H–1B nonimmigrants; 

‘‘(ii) in the case of an employer that has at 
least 26 but not more than 50 full-time equiva-
lent employees who are employed in the United 
States, employs more than 12 H–1B non-
immigrants; or 

‘‘(iii) in the case of an employer that has at 
least 51 full-time equivalent employees who are 
employed in the United States, employs H–1B 
nonimmigrants in a number that is equal to at 
least 15 percent of the number of such full-time 
equivalent employees. 

‘‘(B) In determining the number of employees 
who are H–1B nonimmigrants under subpara-
graph (A)(ii), an intending immigrant employee 
shall not count toward such number.’’. 

(f) H–1B SKILLED WORKER DEPENDENT DE-
FINED.—Section 212(n)(3) (8 U.S.C. 1182(n)(3)) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as sub-
paragraph (D); and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 
following: 

‘‘(B)(i) For purposes of this subsection, an ‘H– 
1B skilled worker dependent employer’ means an 
employer who employs H–1B nonimmigrants in 
the United States in a number that in total is 
equal to at least 15 percent of the number of its 
full-time equivalent employees in the United 
States employed in occupations contained with-
in Occupational Information Network Database 
(O*NET) Job Zone 4 and Job Zone 5. 

‘‘(ii) An H–1B nonimmigrant who is an in-
tending immigrant shall be counted as a United 
States worker in making a determination under 
clause (i).’’. 

(g) INTENDING IMMIGRANTS DEFINED.—Section 
101(a) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)), as amended by section 
3504(a), is further amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(54)(A) The term ‘intending immigrant’ 
means, with respect to the number of aliens em-
ployed by an employer, an alien who intends to 
work and reside permanently in the United 
States, as evidenced by— 

‘‘(i) a pending or approved application for a 
labor certification filed for such alien by a cov-
ered employer; or 

‘‘(ii) a pending or approved immigrant status 
petition filed for such alien by a covered em-
ployer. 

‘‘(B) In this paragraph: 
‘‘(i) The term ‘covered employer’ means an em-

ployer that has filed immigrant status petitions 
for not less than 90 percent of current employees 
who were the beneficiaries of applications for 
labor certification that were approved during 
the 1-year period ending 6 months before the fil-
ing of an application or petition for which the 
number of intending immigrants is relevant. 

‘‘(ii) The term ‘immigrant status petition’ 
means a petition filed under paragraph (1), (2), 
or (3) of section 203(b). 

‘‘(iii) The term ‘labor certification’ means an 
employment certification under section 
212(a)(5)(A). 

‘‘(C) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law— 

‘‘(i) for all calculations under this Act, of the 
number of aliens admitted pursuant to subpara-
graph (H)(i)(b) or (L) of paragraph (15), an in-
tending immigrant shall be counted as an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence and 
shall not be counted as an employee admitted 
pursuant to such a subparagraph; and 

‘‘(ii) for all determinations of the number of 
employees or United States workers employed by 
an employer, all of the employees in any group 
treated as a single employer under subsection 
(b), (c), (m), or (o) of section 414 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 shall be counted.’’. 
SEC. 4212. REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION OF 

NONIMMIGRANT NURSES IN HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAL SHORTAGE AREAS. 

(a) EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF AUTHORIZED AD-
MISSION.—Section 212(m)(3) (8 U.S.C. 1182(m)(3)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) The initial period of authorized admis-
sion as a nonimmigrant under section 
101(a)(15)(H)(i)(c) shall be 3 years, and may be 
extended once for an additional 3-year period.’’. 

(b) NUMBER OF VISAS.—Section 212(m)(4) (8 
U.S.C. 1182(m)(4)) is amended by striking ‘‘500.’’ 
and inserting ‘‘300.’’. 

(c) PORTABILITY.—Section 214(n) (8 U.S.C. 
1184(n)), as amended by section 4103(b), is fur-
ther amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4)(A) A nonimmigrant alien described in 
subparagraph (B) who was previously issued a 
visa or otherwise provided nonimmigrant status 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(c) is authorized to 
accept new employment performing services as a 
registered nurse for a facility described in sec-
tion 212(m)(6) upon the filing by the prospective 
employer of a new petition on behalf of such 
nonimmigrant as provided under subsection (c). 
Employment authorization shall continue for 
such alien until the new petition is adjudicated. 
If the new petition is denied, such authorization 
shall cease. 

‘‘(B) A nonimmigrant alien described in this 
paragraph is a nonimmigrant alien— 

‘‘(i) who has been lawfully admitted into the 
United States; 

‘‘(ii) on whose behalf an employer has filed a 
nonfrivolous petition for new employment before 
the date of expiration of the period of stay au-
thorized by the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
except that, if a nonimmigrant described in sec-
tion 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(c) is terminated or laid off 
by the nonimmigrant’s employer, or otherwise 
ceases employment with the employer, such peti-
tion for new employment shall be filed during 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00105 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 6333 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4174 June 11, 2013 
the 60-day period beginning on the date of such 
termination, lay off, or cessation; and 

‘‘(iii) who, subsequent to such lawful admis-
sion, has not been employed without authoriza-
tion in the United States before the filing of 
such petition.’’. 

(d) APPLICABILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the commence-

ment date described in paragraph (2), the 
amendments made by section 2 of the Nursing 
Relief for Disadvantaged Areas Act of 1999 
(Public Law 106–95; 113 Stat. 1313), and the 
amendments made by this section, shall apply to 
classification petitions filed for nonimmigrant 
status. This period shall be in addition to the 
period described in section 2(e) of the Nursing 
Relief for Disadvantaged Areas Act of 1999 (8 
U.S.C. 1182 note). 

(2) COMMENCEMENT DATE.—Not later than 60 
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall determine whether regula-
tions are necessary to implement the amend-
ments made by this section. If the Secretary de-
termines that no such regulations are necessary, 
the commencement date described in this para-
graph shall be the date of such determination. If 
the Secretary determines that regulations are 
necessary to implement any amendment made by 
this section, the commencement date described 
in this paragraph shall be the date on which 
such regulations (in final form) take effect. 
SEC. 4213. NEW APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS. 

Section 212(n)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1182(n)(1)) is 
amended by inserting after clause (iii) of sub-
paragraph (G), as amended by section 4211(c)(2), 
the following: 

‘‘(H)(i) The employer has not advertised any 
available position specified in the application in 
an advertisement that states or indicates that— 

‘‘(I) such position is only available to an indi-
vidual who is or will be an H–1B nonimmigrant 
or an alien participating in optional practical 
training pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(F)(i); or 

‘‘(II) an individual who is or will be an H–1B 
nonimmigrant or participant in such optional 
practical training shall receive priority or a 
preference in the hiring process for such posi-
tion. 

‘‘(ii) The employer has not solely recruited in-
dividuals who are or who will be H–1B non-
immigrants or participants in optional practical 
training pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(F)(i) to 
fill such position. 

‘‘(I)(i) If the employer (other than an edu-
cational or research employer) employs 50 or 
more employees in the United States, the sum of 
the number of such employees who are H–1B 
nonimmigrants plus the number of such employ-
ees who are nonimmigrants described in section 
101(a)(15)(L) may not exceed— 

‘‘(I) 75 percent of the total number of employ-
ees, for fiscal year 2015; 

‘‘(II) 65 percent of the total number of employ-
ees, for fiscal year 2016; and 

‘‘(III) 50 percent of the total number of em-
ployees, for each fiscal year after fiscal year 
2016. 

‘‘(ii) In this subparagraph: 
‘‘(I) The term ‘educational or research em-

ployer’ means an employer that is a nonprofit 
institution of higher education or a nonprofit 
research organization described in section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
and exempt from taxation under 501(a) of that 
Code. 

‘‘(II) The term ‘H–1B nonimmigrant’ means an 
alien admitted as a nonimmigrant pursuant to 
section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b). 

‘‘(III) The term ‘L nonimmigrant’ means an 
alien admitted as a nonimmigrant pursuant to 
section 101(a)(15)(L) to provide services to his or 
her employer involving specialized knowledge. 

‘‘(iii) In determining the percentage of em-
ployees of an employer that are H–1B non-
immigrants or L nonimmigrants under clause (i), 
an intending immigrant employee shall not 
count toward such percentage. 

‘‘(J) The employer shall submit to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security an annual report 
that includes the Internal Revenue Service Form 
W–2 Wage and Tax Statement filed by the em-
ployer for each H–1B nonimmigrant employed 
by the employer during the previous year.’’. 
SEC. 4214. APPLICATION REVIEW REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 212(n)(1) 
(8 U.S.C. 1182(n)(1)), as amended by section 
4213, is further amended in the undesignated 
paragraph at the end, by striking ‘‘The em-
ployer’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(K) The employer’’. 
(b) APPLICATION REVIEW REQUIREMENTS.— 

Subparagraph (K) of such section 212(n)(1), as 
designated by subsection (a), is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘and through the Department 
of Labor’s website, without charge.’’ after 
‘‘D.C.’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘only for completeness’’ and 
inserting ‘‘for completeness and evidence of 
fraud or misrepresentation of material fact,’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘or obviously inaccurate’’ and 
inserting ‘‘, presents evidence of fraud or mis-
representation of material fact, or is obviously 
inaccurate’’; 

(4) by striking ‘‘within 7 days of the’’ and in-
serting ‘‘not later than 14 days after’’; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘If the 
Secretary’s review of an application identifies 
evidence of fraud or misrepresentation of mate-
rial fact, the Secretary may conduct an inves-
tigation and hearing in accordance with para-
graph (2).’’. 

(c) FILING OF PETITION FOR NONIMMIGRANT 
WORKER.—Section 212(n)(1) (8 U.S.C. 
1182(n)(1)), as amended by section 4213, is fur-
ther amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(L) An I–129 Petition for Nonimmigrant 
Worker (or similar successor form)— 

‘‘(i) may be filed by an employer with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security prior to the date 
the employer receives an approved certification 
described in section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) from the 
Secretary of Labor; and 

‘‘(ii) may not be approved by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security until the date such certifi-
cation is approved.’’. 

CHAPTER 2— INVESTIGATION AND DIS-
POSITION OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST H– 
1B EMPLOYERS 

SEC. 4221. GENERAL MODIFICATION OF PROCE-
DURES FOR INVESTIGATION AND 
DISPOSITION. 

Section 212(n) (8 U.S.C. 1182(n)) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (2)(A)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(A) Subject’’ and inserting 

‘‘(A)(i) Subject’’; 
(B) by inserting after the first sentence the 

following: ‘‘Such process shall include publi-
cizing a dedicated toll-free number and publicly 
available Internet website for the submission of 
such complaints.’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘12 months’’ and inserting ‘‘24 
months’’; 

(D) by striking the last sentence and inserting 
the following: ‘‘The Secretary shall issue regula-
tions requiring that employers that employ H–1B 
nonimmigrants, other than nonprofit institu-
tions of higher education and nonprofit re-
search organizations, through posting of notices 
or other appropriate means, inform their em-
ployees of such toll-free number and Internet 
website and of their right to file complaints pur-
suant to this paragraph.’’; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii)(I) Upon the receipt of such a complaint, 

the Secretary may initiate an investigation to 
determine if such a failure or misrepresentation 
has occurred. 

‘‘(II) The Secretary may conduct voluntary 
surveys of the degree to which employers comply 
with the requirements of this subsection. 

‘‘(III) The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(aa) conduct annual compliance audits of 

each employer with more than 100 employees 

who work in the United States if more than 15 
percent of such employees are H–1B non-
immigrants; and 

‘‘(bb) make available to the public an execu-
tive summary or report describing the general 
findings of the audits carried out pursuant to 
this subclause.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(6) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of the Border Se-
curity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act, and every 5 years there-
after, the Inspector General of the Department 
of Labor shall submit a report regarding the 
Secretary’s enforcement of the requirements of 
this section to the Committee on the Judiciary 
and the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary and the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce of the House of 
Representatives.’’. 
SEC. 4222. INVESTIGATION, WORKING CONDI-

TIONS, AND PENALTIES. 
Subparagraph (C) of section 212(n)(2) (8 

U.S.C. 1182(n)(2)) is amended— 
(1) in clause (i)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subclause (I)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘a condition of paragraph 

(1)(B), (1)(E), or (1)(F)’’ and inserting ‘‘a condi-
tion under subparagraph (A), (B), (C)(i), (E), 
(F), (G), (H), (I), or (J) of paragraph (1)’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘(1)(C)’’ and inserting 
‘‘(1)(C)(ii)’’; 

(B) in subclause (I)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘$1,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$2,000’’; 

and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(C) in subclause (II), by striking the period at 

the end and inserting a semicolon and ‘‘and’’; 
and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(III) an employer that violates such subpara-

graph (A) shall be liable to any employee 
harmed by such violations for lost wages and 
benefits.’’; and 

(2) in clause (ii)— 
(A) in subclause (I)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘may’’ and inserting ‘‘shall’’; 

and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘$5,000’’ and inserting 

‘‘$10,000’’; 
(B) in subclause (II), by striking the period at 

the end and inserting a semicolon and ‘‘and’’; 
and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(III) an employer that violates such subpara-

graph (A) shall be liable to any employee 
harmed by such violations for lost wages and 
benefits.’’; 

(3) in clause (iii)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subclause (I), by 

striking ‘‘90 days’’ both places it appears and 
inserting ‘‘180 days’’; 

(B) in subclause (I)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘may’’ and inserting ‘‘shall’’; 

and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(C) in subclause (II), by striking the period at 

the end and inserting a semicolon and ‘‘and’’; 
and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(III) an employer that violates subparagraph 

(A) of such paragraph shall be liable to any em-
ployee harmed by such violations for lost wages 
and benefits.’’; 

(4) in clause (iv)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘to take, or threaten to take, 

a personnel action, or’’ before ‘‘to intimidate’’; 
(B) by inserting ‘‘(I)’’ after ‘‘(iv)’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(II) An employer that violates this clause 

shall be liable to any employee harmed by such 
violation for lost wages and benefits.’’; and 

(5) in clause (vi)— 
(A) by amending subclause (I) to read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(I) It is a violation of this clause for an em-

ployer who has filed an application under this 
subsection— 
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‘‘(aa) to require an H–1B nonimmigrant to 

pay a penalty for ceasing employment with the 
employer prior to a date agreed to by the non-
immigrant and the employer (the Secretary shall 
determine whether a required payment is a pen-
alty, and not liquidated damages, pursuant to 
relevant State law); and 

‘‘(bb) to fail to offer to an H–1B non-
immigrant, during the nonimmigrant’s period of 
authorized employment, on the same basis, and 
in accordance with the same criteria, as the em-
ployer offers to similarly situated United States 
workers, benefits and eligibility for benefits, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(AA) the opportunity to participate in 
health, life, disability, and other insurance 
plans; 

‘‘(BB) the opportunity to participate in retire-
ment and savings plans; and 

‘‘(CC) cash bonuses and noncash compensa-
tion, such as stock options (whether or not 
based on performance).’’; and 

(B) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘$1,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$2,000’’. 
SEC. 4223. INITIATION OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

Subparagraph (G) of section 212(n)(2) (8 
U.S.C. 1182(n)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘if the Secretary’’ 
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘with regard 
to the employer’s compliance with the require-
ments of this subsection.’’; 

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘and whose iden-
tity’’ and all that follows through ‘‘failure or 
failures.’’ and inserting ‘‘the Secretary of Labor 
may conduct an investigation into the employ-
er’s compliance with the requirements of this 
subsection.’’; 

(3) in clause (iii), by striking the last sentence; 
(4) by striking clauses (iv) and (v); 
(5) by redesignating clauses (vi), (vii), and 

(viii) as clauses (iv), (v), and (vi), respectively; 
(6) in clause (iv), as so redesignated, by strik-

ing ‘‘meet a condition described in clause (ii), 
unless the Secretary of Labor receives the infor-
mation not later than 12 months’’ and inserting 
‘‘comply with the requirements under this sub-
section, unless the Secretary of Labor receives 
the information not later than 24 months’’; 

(7) by amending clause (v), as so redesignated, 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(v) The Secretary of Labor shall provide no-
tice to an employer of the intent to conduct an 
investigation. The notice shall be provided in 
such a manner, and shall contain sufficient de-
tail, to permit the employer to respond to the al-
legations before an investigation is commenced. 
The Secretary is not required to comply with 
this clause if the Secretary determines that such 
compliance would interfere with an effort by the 
Secretary to investigate or secure compliance by 
the employer with the requirements of this sub-
section. A determination by the Secretary under 
this clause shall not be subject to judicial re-
view.’’; 

(8) in clause (vi), as so redesignated, by strik-
ing ‘‘An investigation’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘the determination.’’ and inserting ‘‘If 
the Secretary of Labor, after an investigation 
under clause (i) or (ii), determines that a rea-
sonable basis exists to make a finding that the 
employer has failed to comply with the require-
ments under this subsection, the Secretary shall 
provide interested parties with notice of such 
determination and an opportunity for a hearing 
in accordance with section 556 of title 5, United 
States Code, not later than 120 days after the 
date of such determination.’’; and 

(9) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(vii) If the Secretary of Labor, after a hear-

ing, finds a reasonable basis to believe that the 
employer has violated the requirements under 
this subsection, the Secretary shall impose a 
penalty under subparagraph (C).’’. 
SEC. 4224. INFORMATION SHARING. 

Section 212(n)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1182(n)(2)), as 
amended by sections 4222 and 4223, is further 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(J) The Director of U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services shall provide the Secretary of 
Labor with any information contained in the 
materials submitted by employers of H–1B non-
immigrants as part of the adjudication process 
that indicates that the employer is not com-
plying with visa program requirements for H–1B 
nonimmigrants. The Secretary of Labor may ini-
tiate and conduct an investigation related to H– 
1B nonimmigrants and a hearing under this 
paragraph after receiving information of non-
compliance under this subparagraph. This sub-
paragraph may not be construed to prevent the 
Secretary of Labor from taking action related to 
wage and hour and workplace safety laws. 

‘‘(K) The Secretary of Labor shall facilitate 
the posting of the descriptions described in 
paragraph (1)(C)(i) on the Internet website of 
the State labor or workforce agency for the 
State in which the position will be primarily lo-
cated during the same period as the posting 
under paragraph (1)(C)(i).’’. 
SEC. 4225. TRANSPARENCY OF HIGH-SKILLED IM-

MIGRATION PROGRAMS. 
Section 416(c) of the American Competitive-

ness and Workforce Improvement Act of 1998 (8 
U.S.C. 1184 note) is amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (2) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL H–1B NONIMMIGRANT CHARACTER-
ISTICS REPORT.—The Bureau of Immigration and 
Labor Market Research shall submit an annual 
report to the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives that contains— 

‘‘(A) information on the countries of origin of, 
occupations of, educational levels attained by, 
and compensation paid to, aliens who were 
issued visas or otherwise provided nonimmigrant 
status under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b)) during the previous fiscal 
year; 

‘‘(B) a list of all employers who petition for 
H–1B visas, the number of such petitions filed 
and approved for each such employer, the occu-
pational classifications for the approved posi-
tions, and the number of H–1B nonimmigrants 
for whom each such employer files for adjust-
ment to permanent resident status; 

‘‘(C) the number of immigrant status petitions 
filed during the prior year on behalf of H–1B 
nonimmigrants; 

‘‘(D) a list of all employers who are H–1B-de-
pendent employers; 

‘‘(E) a list of all employers who are H–1B 
skilled worker dependent employers; 

‘‘(F) a list of all employers for whom more 
than 30 percent of their United States workforce 
is H–1B or L–1 nonimmigrants; 

‘‘(G) a list of all employers for whom more 
than 50 percent of their United States workforce 
is H–1B or L–1 nonimmigrants; 

‘‘(H) a gender breakdown by occupation and 
by country of H–1B nonimmigrants; 

‘‘(I) a list of all employers who have been ap-
proved to conduct outplacement of H–1B non-
immigrants; and 

‘‘(J) the number of H–1B nonimmigrants cat-
egorized by their highest level of education and 
whether such education was obtained in the 
United States or in a foreign country.’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (5); 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) ANNUAL L–1 NONIMMIGRANT CHARACTERIS-
TICS REPORT.—The Bureau of Immigration and 
Labor Market Research shall submit an annual 
report to the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives that contains— 

‘‘(A) information on the countries of origin of, 
occupations of, educational levels attained by, 
and compensation paid to, aliens who were 
issued visas or otherwise provided –non-
immigrant status under section 101(a)(15)(L) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(L)) during the previous fiscal year; 

‘‘(B) a list of all employers who petition for L– 
1 visas, the number of such petitions filed and 
approved for each such employer, the occupa-
tional classifications for the approved positions, 
and the number of L–1 nonimmigrants for whom 
each such employer files for adjustment to per-
manent resident status; 

‘‘(C) the number of immigrant status petitions 
filed during the prior year on behalf of L–1 non-
immigrants; 

‘‘(D) a list of all employers who are L–1 de-
pendent employers; 

‘‘(E) a gender breakdown by occupation and 
by country of L–1 nonimmigrants; 

‘‘(F) a list of all employers who have been ap-
proved to conduct outplacement of L–1 non-
immigrants; and 

‘‘(G) the number of L–1 nonimmigrants cat-
egorized by their highest level of education and 
whether such education was obtained in the 
United States or in a foreign country. 

‘‘(4) ANNUAL EMPLOYER SURVEY.—The Bureau 
of Immigration and Labor Market Research 
shall— 

‘‘(A) conduct an annual survey of employers 
hiring foreign nationals under the L–1 visa pro-
gram; and 

‘‘(B) shall issue an annual report that— 
‘‘(i) describes the methods employers are using 

to meet the requirement of taking good faith 
steps to recruit United States workers for the oc-
cupational classification for which the non-
immigrants are sought, using procedures that 
meet industry-wide standards; 

‘‘(ii) describes the best practices for recruiting 
among employers; and 

‘‘(iii) contains recommendations on which re-
cruiting steps employers can take to maximize 
the likelihood of hiring American workers.’’; 
and 

(4) in paragraph (5), as redesignated, by strik-
ing ‘‘paragraph (2)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraphs 
(2) and (3)’’. 

CHAPTER 3—OTHER PROTECTIONS 
SEC. 4231. POSTING AVAILABLE POSITIONS 

THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOR. 

(a) DEPARTMENT OF LABOR WEBSITE.—Section 
212(n) (8 U.S.C. 1182(n)), as amended by section 
4221(2), is further amended by adding at the end 
following: 

‘‘(7)(A) Not later than 90 days after the date 
of the enactment of the Border Security, Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act, the Secretary of Labor shall es-
tablish a searchable Internet website for posting 
positions as required by paragraph (1)(C). Such 
website shall be available to the public without 
charge. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary may work with private 
companies or nonprofit organizations to develop 
and operate the Internet website described in 
subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) The Secretary may promulgate rules, 
after notice and a period for comment, to carry 
out the requirements of this paragraph.’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR PUBLICATION.—The 
Secretary of Labor shall submit to Congress and 
publish in the Federal Register and other appro-
priate media a notice of the date that the Inter-
net website required by paragraph (6) of section 
212(n) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
as amended by subsection (a), will be oper-
ational. 

(c) APPLICATION.—The amendments made by 
subsection (a) shall apply to an application filed 
on or after the date that is 30 days after the 
date described in subsection (b). 
SEC. 4232. REQUIREMENTS FOR INFORMATION 

FOR H–1B AND L NONIMMIGRANTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 214 (8 U.S.C. 1184), 

as amended by section 3608, is further amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(t) REQUIREMENTS FOR INFORMATION FOR H– 
1B AND L NONIMMIGRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon issuing a visa to an 
applicant for nonimmigrant status pursuant to 
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subparagraph (H)(i)(b) or (L) of section 
101(a)(15) who is outside the United States, the 
issuing office shall provide the applicant with— 

‘‘(A) a brochure outlining the obligations of 
the applicant’s employer and the rights of the 
applicant with regard to employment under 
Federal law, including labor and wage protec-
tions; and 

‘‘(B) the contact information for appropriate 
Federal agencies or departments that offer addi-
tional information or assistance in clarifying 
such obligations and rights. 

‘‘(2) PROVISION OF MATERIAL.—Upon the ap-
proval of an application of an applicant re-
ferred to in paragraph (1), the applicant shall 
be provided with the material described in sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) by the issuing officer of the Department 
of Homeland Security, if the applicant is inside 
the United States; or 

‘‘(B) by the appropriate official of the Depart-
ment of State, if the applicant is outside the 
United States. 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYER TO PROVIDE IMMIGRATION PA-
PERWORK EXCHANGED WITH FEDERAL AGENCIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after a labor condition application is filed under 
section 212(n)(1), an employer shall provide an 
employee or beneficiary of such application who 
is or seeking nonimmigrant status under sub-
paragraph (H)(i)(b) or (L) of section 101(a)(15) 
with a copy the original of all applications and 
petitions filed by the employer with the Depart-
ment of Labor or the Department of Homeland 
Security for such employee or beneficiary. 

‘‘(B) WITHHOLDING OF FINANCIAL OR PROPRI-
ETARY INFORMATION.—If a document required to 
be provided to an employee or beneficiary under 
subparagraph (A) includes any financial or pro-
priety information of the employer, the employer 
may redact such information from the copies 
provided to such employee or beneficiary.’’. 

(b) REPORT ON JOB CLASSIFICATION AND WAGE 
DETERMINATIONS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall pre-
pare a report analyzing the accuracy and effec-
tiveness of the Secretary of Labor’s current job 
classification and wage determination system. 
The report shall— 

(1) specifically address whether the systems in 
place accurately reflect the complexity of cur-
rent job types as well as geographic wage dif-
ferences; and 

(2) make recommendations concerning nec-
essary updates and modifications. 
SEC. 4233. FILING FEE FOR H–1B-DEPENDENT EM-

PLOYERS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, there shall be a fee required to 
be submitted by an employer with an applica-
tion for admission of an H–1B nonimmigrant as 
follows: 

(1) For each fiscal year beginning in fiscal 
year 2015, $5,000 for applicants that employ 50 
or more employees in the United States if more 
than 30 percent and less than 50 percent of the 
applicant’s employees are H–1B nonimmigrants 
or L nonimmigrants. 

(2) For each of the fiscal years 2015 through 
2017, $10,000 for applicants that employ 50 or 
more employees in the United States if more 
than 50 percent and less than 75 percent of the 
applicant’s employees are H–1B nonimmigrants 
or L nonimmigrants. Fees collected under this 
paragraph shall be deposited in the Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a)(1). 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) EMPLOYER.—The term ‘‘employer’’— 
(A) means any entity or entities treated as a 

single employer under subsection (b), (c), (m), or 
(o) of section 414 of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986; and 

(B) does not include a nonprofit institution of 
higher education or a nonprofit research organi-
zation described in section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from tax-
ation under 501(a) of that Code that is— 

(i) an institution of higher education (as de-
fined in section 101(a) of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))); or 

(ii) a research organization. 
(2) H–1B NONIMMIGRANT.—The term ‘‘H–1B 

nonimmigrant’’ means an alien admitted as a 
nonimmigrant pursuant to section 
101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b)). 

(3) INTENDING IMMIGRANT.—The term ‘‘intend-
ing immigrant’’ has the meaning given that term 
in paragraph (54)(A) of section 101(a)(54)(A) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)). 

(4) L NONIMMIGRANT.—The term ‘‘L non-
immigrant’’ means an alien admitted as a non-
immigrant pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(L) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(L)) to provide services to the alien’s 
employer involving specialized knowledge. 

(c) EXCEPTION FOR INTENDING IMMIGRANTS.— 
In determining the percentage of employees of 
an employer that are H–1B nonimmigrants or L 
nonimmigrants under subsection (a), an intend-
ing immigrant employee shall not count toward 
such percentage. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 402 of 
the Act entitled ‘‘An Act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for border security for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and 
for other purposes’’, approved August 13, 2010 
(Public Law 111–230; 8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is 
amended by striking subsection (b). 
SEC. 4234. PROVIDING PREMIUM PROCESSING OF 

EMPLOYMENT-BASED VISA PETI-
TIONS. 

Pursuant to section 286(u) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1356(u)), the Sec-
retary shall establish and collect— 

(1) a fee for premium processing of employ-
ment-based immigrant petitions; and 

(2) a fee for premium processing of an admin-
istrative appeal of any decision on a permanent 
employment-based immigrant petition. 
SEC. 4235. TECHNICAL CORRECTION. 

Section 212 (8 U.S.C. 1182) is amended by re-
designating the second subsection (t), as added 
by section 1(b)(2)(B) of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act 
to amend and extend the Irish Peace Process 
Cultural and Training Program Act of 1998’’ 
(Public Law 108–449 (118 Stat. 3470)), as sub-
section (u). 
SEC. 4236. APPLICATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise specifi-
cally provided, the amendments made by this 
subtitle shall apply to applications filed on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the amendments 
made by section 4211(c) shall not apply to any 
application or petition filed by an employer on 
behalf of an existing employee. 
SEC. 4237. PORTABILITY FOR BENEFICIARIES OF 

IMMIGRANT PETITIONS. 
(a) INCREASED PORTABILITY.—Section 204(j) (8 

U.S.C. 1154(j)) is amended— 
(1) by amending the subsection heading to 

read as follows: 
‘‘(j) INCREASED PORTABILITY.—’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘A petition’’ and inserting the 

following: 
‘‘(1) LONG DELAYED APPLICANTS FOR ADJUST-

MENT OF STATUS.—A petition’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) PORTABILITY FOR BENEFICIARIES OF IMMI-

GRANT PETITIONS.—Regardless of whether an 
employer withdraws a petition approved under 
paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of section 203(b)— 

‘‘(A) the petition shall remain valid with re-
spect to a new job if— 

‘‘(i) the beneficiary changes jobs or employers 
after the petition is approved; and 

‘‘(ii) the new job is in the same or a similar oc-
cupational classification as the job for which 
the petition was approved; and 

‘‘(B) the employer’s legal obligations with re-
spect to the petition shall terminate at the time 
the beneficiary changes jobs or employers. 

‘‘(3) DOCUMENTATION.—The Secretary of 
Labor shall develop a mechanism to provide the 
beneficiary or prospective employer with suffi-
cient information to determine whether a new 
position or job is in the same or similar occupa-
tion as the job for which the petition was ap-
proved. The Secretary of Labor shall provide 
confirmation of application approval if required 
for eligibility under this subsection. The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall provide con-
firmation of petition approval if required for eli-
gibility under this subsection.’’. 

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR EMPLOYMENT- 
BASED IMMIGRANTS.—Section 245 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1255) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(n) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR EMPLOY-
MENT-BASED IMMIGRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) PETITION.—An alien, and any eligible de-
pendents of such alien, who has filed a petition 
for immigrant status, may concurrently, or at 
any time thereafter, file an application with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security for adjustment 
of status if such petition is pending or has been 
approved, regardless of whether an immigrant 
visa is immediately available at the time the ap-
plication is filed. 

‘‘(2) SUPPLEMENTAL FEE.—If a visa is not im-
mediately available at the time an application is 
filed under paragraph (1), the beneficiary of 
such application shall pay a supplemental fee of 
$500, which shall be deposited in the STEM 
Education and Training Account established 
under section 286(w). This fee shall not be col-
lected from any dependent accompanying or fol-
lowing to join such beneficiary. 

‘‘(3) AVAILABILITY.—An application filed pur-
suant to paragraph (2) may not be approved 
until the date on which an immigrant visa be-
comes available.’’. 

Subtitle C—L Visa Fraud and Abuse 
Protections 

SEC. 4301. PROHIBITION ON OUTPLACEMENT OF 
L NONIMMIGRANTS. 

Section 214(c)(2)(F) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(2)(F)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(F)(i) An employer who employs L-1 non-
immigrants in a number that is equal to at least 
15 percent of the total number of full-time equiv-
alent employees employed by the employer shall 
not place, outsource, lease, or otherwise con-
tract for the services or placement of such alien 
with another employer. In determining the num-
ber of employees who are L-1 nonimmigrants, an 
intending immigrant shall count as a United 
States worker. 

‘‘(ii) The employer of an alien described in 
section 101(a)(15)(L) shall not place, outsource, 
lease, or otherwise contract for the services or 
placement of such alien with another employer 
unless— 

‘‘(I) such alien will not be controlled or super-
vised principally by the employer with whom 
such alien would be placed; 

‘‘(II) the placement of such alien at the work-
site of the other employer is not essentially an 
arrangement to provide labor for hire for the 
other employer; and 

‘‘(III) the employer of such alien pays a fee of 
$500, which shall be deposited in the STEM 
Education and Training Account established 
under section 286(w).’’. 
SEC. 4302. L EMPLOYER PETITION REQUIRE-

MENTS FOR EMPLOYMENT AT NEW 
OFFICES. 

Section 214(c)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(2)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(G)(i) If the beneficiary of a petition under 
this paragraph is coming to the United States to 
open, or be employed in, a new office, the peti-
tion may be approved for up to 12 months only 
if— 

‘‘(I) the alien has not been the beneficiary of 
2 or more petitions under this subparagraph 
during the immediately preceding 2 years; and 

‘‘(II) the employer operating the new office 
has— 
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‘‘(aa) an adequate business plan; 
‘‘(bb) sufficient physical premises to carry out 

the proposed business activities; and 
‘‘(cc) the financial ability to commence doing 

business immediately upon the approval of the 
petition. 

‘‘(ii) An extension of the approval period 
under clause (i) may not be granted until the 
importing employer submits an application to 
the Secretary of Homeland Security that con-
tains— 

‘‘(I) evidence that the importing employer 
meets the requirements of this subsection; 

‘‘(II) evidence that the beneficiary of the peti-
tion is eligible for nonimmigrant status under 
section 101(a)(15)(L); 

‘‘(III) a statement summarizing the original 
petition; 

‘‘(IV) evidence that the importing employer 
has complied with the business plan submitted 
under clause (i)(I); 

‘‘(V) evidence of the truthfulness of any rep-
resentations made in connection with the filing 
of the original petition; 

‘‘(VI) evidence that the importing employer 
has been doing business at the new office 
through regular, systematic, and continuous 
provision of goods and services; 

‘‘(VII) a statement of the duties the bene-
ficiary has performed at the new office during 
the approval period under clause (i) and the du-
ties the beneficiary will perform at the new of-
fice during the extension period granted under 
this clause; 

‘‘(VIII) a statement describing the staffing at 
the new office, including the number of employ-
ees and the types of positions held by such em-
ployees; 

‘‘(IX) evidence of wages paid to employees; 
‘‘(X) evidence of the financial status of the 

new office; and 
‘‘(XI) any other evidence or data prescribed 

by the Secretary. 
‘‘(iii) A new office employing the beneficiary 

of an L–1 petition approved under this para-
graph shall do business only through regular, 
systematic, and continuous provision of goods 
and services. 

‘‘(iv) Notwithstanding clause (ii), and subject 
to the maximum period of authorized admission 
set forth in subparagraph (D), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in the Secretary’s discre-
tion, may approve a subsequently filed petition 
on behalf of the beneficiary to continue employ-
ment at the office described in this subpara-
graph for a period beyond the initially granted 
12-month period if the importing employer has 
been doing business at the new office through 
regular, systematic, and continuous provision of 
goods and services for the 6 months immediately 
preceding the date of extension of petition filing 
and demonstrates that the failure to satisfy any 
of the requirements described in those sub-
clauses was directly caused by extraordinary 
circumstances, as determined by the Secretary in 
the Secretary’s discretion.’’. 
SEC. 4303. COOPERATION WITH SECRETARY OF 

STATE. 
Section 214(c)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(2)), as 

amended by section 4302, is further amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(H) For purposes of approving petitions 
under this paragraph, the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall work cooperatively with the 
Secretary of State to verify the existence or con-
tinued existence of a company or office in the 
United States or in a foreign country.’’. 
SEC. 4304. LIMITATION ON EMPLOYMENT OF L 

NONIMMIGRANTS. 
Section 214(c)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(2)), as 

amended by sections 4302 and 4303, is further 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(I)(i) If the employer employs 50 or more em-
ployees in the United States, the sum of the 
number of such employees who are H–1B non-
immigrants plus the number of such employees 
who are L nonimmigrants may not exceed— 

‘‘(I) 75 percent of the total number of employ-
ees, for fiscal year 2015; 

‘‘(II) 65 percent of the total number of employ-
ees, for fiscal year 2016; and 

‘‘(III) 50 percent of the total number of em-
ployees, for each fiscal year after fiscal year 
2016. 

‘‘(ii) In this subparagraph: 
‘‘(I) The term ‘employer’ does not include a 

nonprofit institution of higher education or a 
nonprofit research organization described in 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 and exempt from taxation under 501(a) of 
that Code that is— 

‘‘(aa) an institution of higher education (as 
defined in section 101(a) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))); or 

‘‘(bb) a research organization. 
‘‘(II) The term ‘H–1B nonimmigrant’ means an 

alien admitted as a nonimmigrant pursuant to 
section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b). 

‘‘(III) The term ‘L nonimmigrant’ means an 
alien admitted as a nonimmigrant pursuant to 
section 101(a)(15)(L) to provide services to the 
alien’s employer involving specialized knowl-
edge. 

‘‘(iii) In determining the percentage of em-
ployees of an employer that are H–1B non-
immigrants or L nonimmigrants under clause (i), 
an intending immigrant employee shall not 
count toward such percentage.’’. 
SEC. 4305. FILING FEE FOR L NONIMMIGRANTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the filing fee for an applica-
tion for admission of an L nonimmigrant shall 
be as follows: 

(1) For each of the fiscal years beginning in 
fiscal year 2014, $5,000 for applicants that em-
ploy 50 or more employees in the United States 
if more than 30 percent and less than 50 percent 
of the applicant’s employees are H–1B non-
immigrants or L nonimmigrants. 

(2) For each of the fiscal years 2014 through 
2017, $10,000 for applicants that employ 50 or 
more employees in the United States if more 
than 50 percent and less than 75 percent of the 
applicant’s employees are H–1B nonimmigrants 
or L nonimmigrants. Fees collected under this 
paragraph shall be deposited in the Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a)(1). 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) EMPLOYER.—The term ‘‘employer’’ does 

not include a nonprofit institution of higher 
education or a nonprofit research organization 
described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from taxation 
under 501(a) of that Code that is— 

(A) an institution of higher education (as de-
fined in section 101(a) of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))); or 

(B) a research organization. 
(2) H–1B NONIMMIGRANT.—The term ‘‘H–1B 

nonimmigrant’’ means an alien admitted as a 
nonimmigrant pursuant to section 
101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b)). 

(3) L NONIMMIGRANT.—The term ‘‘L non-
immigrant’’ means an alien admitted as a non-
immigrant pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(L) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(L)) to provide services to the alien’s 
employer involving specialized knowledge. 

(c) EXCEPTION FOR INTENDING IMMIGRANTS.— 
In determining the percentage of employees of 
an employer that are H–1B nonimmigrants or L 
nonimmigrants under subsection (a), an intend-
ing immigrant employee (as defined in section 
101(a)(54)(A) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act shall not count toward such percent-
age. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 402 of 
the Act entitled ‘‘An Act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for border security for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and 
for other purposes’’, approved August 13, 2010 
(Public Law 111–230; 8 U.S.C. 1101 note), as 

amended by section 4233(d), is further amended 
by striking subsections (a) and (c). 
SEC. 4306. INVESTIGATION AND DISPOSITION OF 

COMPLAINTS AGAINST L NON-
IMMIGRANT EMPLOYERS. 

Section 214(c)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(2)), as 
amended by sections 4302, 4303, and 4304 is fur-
ther amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(J)(i) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may initiate an investigation of any employer 
that employs nonimmigrants described in section 
101(a)(15)(L) with regard to the employer’s com-
pliance with the requirements of this subsection. 

‘‘(ii)(I) If the Secretary receives specific cred-
ible information from a source who is likely to 
have knowledge of an employer’s practices, em-
ployment conditions, or compliance with the re-
quirements under this subsection, the Secretary 
may conduct an investigation into the employ-
er’s compliance with the requirements of this 
subsection. 

‘‘(II) The Secretary may withhold the identity 
of a source referred to in subclause (I) from an 
employer and the identity of such source shall 
not be subject to disclosure under section 552 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(iii) The Secretary shall establish a proce-
dure for any person desiring to provide to the 
Secretary information described in clause (ii)(I) 
that may be used, in whole or in part, as the 
basis for the commencement of an investigation 
described in such clause, to provide the informa-
tion in writing on a form developed and pro-
vided by the Secretary and completed by or on 
behalf of the person. 

‘‘(iv) No investigation described in clause 
(ii)(I) (or hearing described in clause (vi) based 
on such investigation) may be conducted with 
respect to information about a failure to comply 
with the requirements under this subsection, un-
less the Secretary receives the information not 
later than 24 months after the date of the al-
leged failure. 

‘‘(v)(I) Subject to subclause (III), before com-
mencing an investigation of an employer under 
clause (i) or (ii), the Secretary shall provide no-
tice to the employer of the intent to conduct 
such investigation. 

‘‘(II) The notice required by subclause (I) 
shall be provided in such a manner, and shall 
contain sufficient detail, to permit the employer 
to respond to the allegations before an inves-
tigation is commenced. 

‘‘(III) The Secretary is not required to comply 
with this clause if the Secretary determines that 
to do so would interfere with an effort by the 
Secretary to investigate or secure compliance by 
the employer with the requirements of this sub-
section. 

‘‘(IV) There shall be no judicial review of a 
determination by the Secretary under this 
clause. 

‘‘(vi) If the Secretary, after an investigation 
under clause (i) or (ii), determines that a rea-
sonable basis exists to make a finding that the 
employer has failed to comply with the require-
ments under this subsection, the Secretary shall 
provide the interested parties with notice of 
such determination and an opportunity for a 
hearing in accordance with section 556 of title 5, 
United States Code, not later than 120 days 
after the date of such determination. If such a 
hearing is requested, the Secretary shall make a 
finding concerning the matter by not later than 
120 days after the date of the hearing. 

‘‘(vii) If the Secretary, after a hearing, finds 
a reasonable basis to believe that the employer 
has violated the requirements under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall impose a penalty 
under subparagraph (K). 

‘‘(viii)(I) The Secretary may conduct vol-
untary surveys of the degree to which employers 
comply with the requirements under this section. 

‘‘(II) The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(aa) conduct annual compliance audits of 

each employer with more than 100 employees 
who work in the United States if more than 15 
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percent of such employees are nonimmigrants 
described in 101(a)(15)(L); and 

‘‘(bb) make available to the public an execu-
tive summary or report describing the general 
findings of the audits carried out pursuant to 
this subclause.’’. 
SEC. 4307. PENALTIES. 

Section 214(c)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(2)), as 
amended by sections 4302, 4303, 4304, and 4306, 
is further amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(K)(i) If the Secretary of Homeland Security 
finds, after notice and an opportunity for a 
hearing, a failure by an employer to meet a con-
dition under subparagraph (F), (G), or (L) or a 
misrepresentation of material fact in a petition 
to employ 1 or more aliens as nonimmigrants de-
scribed in section 101(a)(15)(L)— 

‘‘(I) the Secretary shall impose such adminis-
trative remedies (including civil monetary pen-
alties in an amount not to exceed $2,000 per vio-
lation) as the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate; 

‘‘(II) the Secretary may not, during a period 
of at least 1 year, approve a petition for that 
employer to employ 1 or more aliens as such 
nonimmigrants; and 

‘‘(III) in the case of a violation of subpara-
graph (J), the employer shall be liable to the em-
ployees harmed by such violation for lost wages 
and benefits. 

‘‘(ii) If the Secretary finds, after notice and 
an opportunity for a hearing, a willful failure 
by an employer to meet a condition under sub-
paragraph (F), (G), or (L) or a willful misrepre-
sentation of material fact in a petition to employ 
1 or more aliens as nonimmigrants described in 
section 101(a)(15)(L)— 

‘‘(I) the Secretary shall impose such adminis-
trative remedies (including civil monetary pen-
alties in an amount not to exceed $10,000 per 
violation) as the Secretary determines to be ap-
propriate; 

‘‘(II) the Secretary may not, during a period 
of at least 2 years, approve a petition filed for 
that employer to employ 1 or more aliens as such 
nonimmigrants; and 

‘‘(III) in the case of a violation of subpara-
graph (J), the employer shall be liable to the em-
ployees harmed by such violation for lost wages 
and benefits.’’. 
SEC. 4308. PROHIBITION ON RETALIATION 

AGAINST L NONIMMIGRANTS. 
Section 214(c)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(2)), as 

amended by sections 4302, 4303, 4303, 4306, and 
4307, is further amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(L)(i) It is a violation of this subparagraph 
for an employer who has filed a petition to im-
port 1 or more aliens as nonimmigrants de-
scribed in section 101(a)(15)(L) to take, fail to 
take, or threaten to take or fail to take, a per-
sonnel action, or to intimidate, threaten, re-
strain, coerce, blacklist, discharge, or discrimi-
nate in any other manner against an employee 
because the employee— 

‘‘(I) has disclosed information that the em-
ployee reasonably believes evidences a violation 
of this subsection, or any rule or regulation per-
taining to this subsection; or 

‘‘(II) cooperates or seeks to cooperate with the 
requirements of this subsection, or any rule or 
regulation pertaining to this subsection. 

‘‘(ii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘em-
ployee’ includes— 

‘‘(I) a current employee; 
‘‘(II) a former employee; and 
‘‘(III) an applicant for employment.’’. 

SEC. 4309. REPORTS ON L NONIMMIGRANTS. 
Section 214(c)(8) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(8)) is 

amended by inserting ‘‘(L),’’ after ‘‘(H),’’. 
SEC. 4310. APPLICATION. 

The amendments made by this subtitle shall 
apply to applications filed on or after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 4311. REPORT ON L BLANKET PETITION 

PROCESS. 
Not later than 6 months after the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Inspector General of 

the Department shall submit to the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report regarding the use of blan-
ket petitions under section 214(c)(2)(A) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1184(c)(2)(A)). Such report shall assess the effi-
ciency and reliability of the process for review-
ing such blanket petitions, including whether 
the process includes adequate safeguards 
against fraud and abuse. 

Subtitle D—Other Nonimmigrant Visas 
SEC. 4401. NONIMMIGRANT VISAS FOR STUDENTS. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF DUAL INTENT FOR F 
NONIMMIGRANTS SEEKING BACHELOR’S OR GRAD-
UATE DEGREES.—Section 101(a)(15)(F) (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(F)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(F)(i) an alien having a residence in a for-
eign country who is a bona fide student quali-
fied to pursue a full course of study and who 
seeks to enter the United States temporarily and 
solely for the purpose of pursuing such a course 
of study consistent with section 214(m) at an ac-
credited college, university, or language train-
ing program, or at an established seminary, con-
servatory, academic high school, elementary 
school, or other academic institution in the 
United States, particularly designated by the 
alien and approved by the Secretary of Home-
land Security after consultation with the Sec-
retary of Education, which institution or place 
of study shall have agreed to report to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security the termination of 
attendance of each nonimmigrant student, and 
if any such institution of learning or place of 
study fails to make reports promptly the ap-
proval shall be withdrawn, except that such an 
alien who is not seeking to pursue a degree that 
is a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree shall 
have a residence in a foreign country that the 
alien has no intention of abandoning; 

‘‘(ii) the alien spouse and minor children of 
any alien described in clause (i) if accom-
panying or following to join such an alien; and 

‘‘(iii) an alien who is a national of Canada or 
Mexico, who maintains actual residence and 
place of abode in the country of nationality, 
who is described in clause (i) except that the 
alien’s qualifications for and actual course of 
study may be full or part-time, and who com-
mutes to the United States institution or place 
of study from Canada or Mexico.’’. 

(b) DUAL INTENT.—Section 214(h) (8 U.S.C. 
1184(h)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(h) DUAL INTENT.—The fact that an alien is, 
or intends to be, the beneficiary of an applica-
tion for a preference status filed under section 
204, seeks a change or adjustment of status after 
completing a legitimate period of nonimmigrant 
stay, or has otherwise sought permanent resi-
dence in the United States shall not constitute 
evidence of intent to abandon a foreign resi-
dence that would preclude the alien from ob-
taining or maintaining— 

‘‘(1) a visa or admission as a nonimmigrant 
described in subparagraph (E), (F)(i), (F)(ii), 
(H)(i)(b), (H)(i)(c), (L), (O), (P), (V), or (W) of 
section 101(a)(15); or 

‘‘(2) the status of a nonimmigrant described in 
any such subparagraph.’’. 

(c) REQUIREMENT OF STUDENT VISA DATA 
TRANSFER AND CERTIFICATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall imple-
ment real-time transmission of data from the 
Student and Exchange Visitor Information Sys-
tem to databases used by U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection. 

(2) CERTIFICATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall certify to Congress that the 
transmission of data referred to in paragraph (1) 
has been implemented. 

(B) TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF VISA 
ISSUANCE.—If the Secretary has not made the 
certification referred to in subparagraph (A) 
during the 120-day period, the Secretary shall 

suspend issuance of visas under subparagraphs 
(F) and (M) of section 101(a)(15) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)) 
until the certification is made. 
SEC. 4402. CLASSIFICATION FOR SPECIALTY OC-

CUPATION WORKERS FROM FREE 
TRADE COUNTRIES. 

(a) NONIMMIGRANT STATUS.—Section 
101(a)(15)(E)(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(E)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-
serting ‘‘, bilateral investment treaty, or free 
trade agreement’’ after ‘‘treaty of commerce and 
navigation’’; 

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) solely to perform services in a specialty 

occupation in the United States if the alien is a 
national of a country, other than Chile, Singa-
pore, or Australia, with which the United States 
has entered into a free trade agreement (regard-
less of whether such an agreement is a treaty of 
commerce and navigation) and with respect to 
whom the Secretary of Labor determines and 
certifies to the Secretary of Homeland Security 
and the Secretary of State that the intending 
employer has filed with the Secretary of Labor 
an attestation under section 212(t); 

‘‘(v) solely to perform services in a specialty 
occupation in the United States if the alien is a 
national of the Republic of Korea and with re-
spect to whom the Secretary of Labor determines 
and certifies to the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Secretary of State that the intend-
ing employer has filed with the Secretary of 
Labor an attestation under section 212(t); or 

‘‘(vi) solely to perform services as an employee 
and who has at least a high school education or 
its equivalent, or has, during the most recent 5- 
year period, at least 2 years of work experience 
in an occupation which requires at least 2 years 
of training or experience if the alien is a na-
tional of a country— 

‘‘(I) designated as an eligible sub-Saharan Af-
rican country under section 104 of the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act (19 U.S.C. 3703); 
or 

‘‘(II) designated as a beneficiary country for 
purposes of the Caribbean Basin Economic Re-
covery Act (19 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.);’’. 

(b) NUMERICAL LIMITATION.—Section 
214(g)(11) (8 U.S.C. 1184(g)(11)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘section 
101(a)(15)(E)(iii)’’ and inserting ‘‘clauses (iii) 
and (vi) of section 101(a)(15)(E)’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘for each of the na-
tionalities identified under clause (iii) of section 
101(a)(15)(E) and for all visas issued pursuant to 
clause (vi) of such section.’’. 

(c) FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS.—Section 214(g) 
(8 U.S.C. 1184(g)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(12)(A) The free trade agreements referred to 
in section 101(a)(15)(E)(iv) are defined as any 
free trade agreement designated by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security with the concur-
rence of the United States Trade Representative 
and the Secretary of State. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary of State may not approve 
a number of initial applications submitted for 
aliens described in clause (iv) or (v) of section 
101(a)(15)(E) that is more than 5,000 per fiscal 
year for each country with which the United 
States has entered into a Free Trade Agreement. 

‘‘(C) The applicable numerical limitation re-
ferred to in subparagraph (A) shall apply only 
to principal aliens and not to the spouses or 
children of such aliens.’’. 

(d) NONIMMIGRANT PROFESSIONALS.—Section 
212(t) (8 U.S.C. 1182(t)) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 101(a)(15)(E)(iii)’’ each place that term 
appears and inserting ‘‘clause (iv) or (v) of sec-
tion 101(a)(15)(E)’’. 
SEC. 4403. E–VISA REFORM. 

(a) NONIMMIGRANT CATEGORY.—Section 
101(a)(15)(E)(iii) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(E)(iii)) is 
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amended by inserting ‘‘, or solely to perform 
services as an employee and who has at least a 
high school education or its equivalent, or has, 
within 5 years, at least 2 years of work experi-
ence in an occupation which requires at least 2 
years of training or experience if the alien is a 
national of the Republic of Ireland,’’ after 
‘‘Australia’’. 

(b) TEMPORARY ADMISSION.—Section 
212(d)(3)(A) (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(3)(A)) is amended 
to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section— 

‘‘(i) an alien who is applying for a non-
immigrant visa and who the consular officer 
knows or believes to be ineligible for such visa 
under subsection (a) (other than subparagraphs 
(A)(i)(I), (A)(ii), (A)(iii), (C), (E)(i), and (E)(ii) 
of paragraph (3) of such subsection)— 

‘‘(I) after approval by the Secretary of Home-
land Security of a recommendation by the Sec-
retary of State or by the consular officer that 
the alien be admitted temporarily despite the 
alien’s inadmissibility, may be granted such a 
visa and may be admitted into the United States 
temporarily as a nonimmigrant, in the discretion 
of the Secretary of Homeland Security; or 

‘‘(II) absent such recommendation and ap-
proval, be granted a nonimmigrant visa pursu-
ant to section 101(a)(15)(E) if such ineligibility is 
based solely on conduct in violation of para-
graph (6), (7), or (9) of section 212(a) that oc-
curred before the date of the enactment of the 
Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernization Act; and 

‘‘(ii) an alien who is inadmissible under sub-
section (a) (other than subparagraphs (A)(i)(I), 
(A)(ii), (A)(iii), (C), (E)(i), and (E)(ii) of para-
graph (3) of such subsection), is in possession of 
appropriate documents or was granted a waiver 
from such document requirement, and is seeking 
admission, may be admitted into the United 
States temporarily as a nonimmigrant, in the 
discretion of the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, who shall prescribe conditions, including 
exaction of such bonds as may be necessary, to 
control and regulate the admission and return 
of inadmissible aliens applying for temporary 
admission under this paragraph.’’. 

(c) NUMERICAL LIMITATION.—Section 
214(g)(11)(B) (8 U.S.C. 1184(g)(11)(B)) is amend-
ed by striking the period at the end and insert-
ing ‘‘for each of the nationalities identified 
under section 101(a)(15)(E)(iii).’’. 
SEC. 4404. OTHER CHANGES TO NONIMMIGRANT 

VISAS. 
(a) PORTABILITY.—Paragraphs (1) and (2) of 

section 214(n) (8 U.S.C. 1184(n)) are amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(1) A nonimmigrant alien described in para-
graph (2) who was previously issued a visa or 
otherwise provided nonimmigrant status under 
section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) or 101(a)(15)(O)(i) is 
authorized to accept new employment pursuant 
to such section upon the filing by the prospec-
tive employer of a new petition on behalf of 
such nonimmigrant as provided under sub-
section (a). Employment authorization shall 
continue for such alien until the new petition is 
adjudicated. If the new petition is denied, such 
authorization shall cease. 

‘‘(2) A nonimmigrant alien described in this 
paragraph is a nonimmigrant alien— 

‘‘(A) who has been lawfully admitted into the 
United States; 

‘‘(B) on whose behalf an employer has filed a 
nonfrivolous petition for new employment before 
the date of expiration of the period of stay au-
thorized by the Secretary of Homeland Security; 
and 

‘‘(C) who, subsequent to such lawful admis-
sion, has not been employed without authoriza-
tion in the United States before the filing of 
such petition.’’. 

(b) WAIVER.—The undesignated material at 
the end of section 214(c)(3) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(3)) 
is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘The Secretary of Homeland Security shall pro-
vide by regulation for the waiver of the con-

sultation requirement under subparagraph (A) 
in the case of aliens who have been admitted as 
nonimmigrants under section 101(a)(15)(O)(i) be-
cause of extraordinary ability in the arts or ex-
traordinary achievement in motion picture or 
television production and who seek readmission 
to perform similar services within 3 years after 
the date of a consultation under such subpara-
graph provided that, in the case of aliens admit-
ted because of extraordinary achievement in mo-
tion picture or television production, such waiv-
er shall apply only if the prior consultations by 
the appropriate union and management organi-
zation were favorable or raised no objection to 
the approval of the petition. Not later than 5 
days after such a waiver is provided, the Sec-
retary shall forward a copy of the petition and 
all supporting documentation to the national of-
fice of an appropriate labor organization. In the 
case of an alien seeking entry for a motion pic-
ture or television production (i) any opinion 
under the previous sentence shall only be advi-
sory; (ii) any such opinion that recommends de-
nial must be in writing; (iii) in making the deci-
sion the Attorney General shall consider the ex-
igencies and scheduling of the production; (iv) 
the Attorney General shall append to the deci-
sion any such opinion; and (v) upon making the 
decision, the Attorney General shall imme-
diately provide a copy of the decision to the 
consulting labor and management organiza-
tions.’’. 
SEC. 4405. TREATMENT OF NONIMMIGRANTS DUR-

ING ADJUDICATION OF APPLICA-
TION. 

Section 214 (8 U.S.C. 1184), as amended by sec-
tions 3609 and 4233, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(u) TREATMENT OF NONIMMIGRANTS DURING 
ADJUDICATION OF APPLICATION.—A non-
immigrant alien granted employment authoriza-
tion pursuant to sections 101(a)(15)(A), 
101(a)(15)(E), 101(a)(15)(G), 101(a)(15)(H), 
101(a)(15)(I), 101(a)(15)(J), 101(a)(15)(L), 
101(a)(15)(O), 101(a)(15)(P), 101(a)(15)(Q), 
101(a)(15)(R), 214(e), and such other sections as 
the Secretary of Homeland Security may by reg-
ulations prescribe whose status has expired but 
who has, or whose sponsoring employer or au-
thorized agent has, filed a timely application or 
petition for an extension of such employment 
authorization and nonimmigrant status as pro-
vided under subsection (a) is authorized to con-
tinue employment with the same employer until 
the application or petition is adjudicated. Such 
authorization shall be subject to the same condi-
tions and limitations as the initial grant of em-
ployment authorization.’’. 
SEC. 4406. NONIMMIGRANT ELEMENTARY AND 

SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS. 
Section 214(m)(1)(B) (8 U.S.C. 1184(m)(1)(B)) is 

amended striking ‘‘unless—’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘(ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘unless’’. 
SEC. 4407. J–1 SUMMER WORK TRAVEL VISA EX-

CHANGE VISITOR PROGRAM FEE. 
Section 281 (8 U.S.C. 1351), as amended by sec-

tion 4105, is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(e) J–1 VISA EXCHANGE VISITOR PROGRAM 
FEE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the fees au-
thorized under subsection (a), the Secretary of 
State shall collect from designated program 
sponsors, a $500 fee for each nonimmigrant en-
tering under the Summer Work Travel program 
conducted by the Secretary of State pursuant to 
the Foreign Affairs Reform and Restructuring 
Act of 1998 (division G of Public Law 105–277; 
112 Stat. 2681–761). Fees collected under this 
subsection shall be deposited into the Com-
prehensive Immigration Reform Trust Fund es-
tablished under section 6(a)(1) of the Border Se-
curity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act. 

‘‘(2) REGULATIONS AND LIMITATIONS.—The 
Secretary of Homeland Security, in conjunction 
with the Secretary of State, shall promulgate 

regulations ensuring that a fee required by 
paragraph (1) is paid on behalf of all summer 
work travel nonimmigrants under section 
101(a)(15)(J) seeking entry into the United 
States. A fee related to the hiring of such a sum-
mer work travel nonimmigrant shall be paid by 
the designated program sponsor and may not be 
charged to such summer work travel non-
immigrant. There shall not be more than 1 fee 
collected per such summer work travel non-
immigrant.’’. 
SEC. 4408. J VISA ELIGIBILITY FOR SPEAKERS OF 

CERTAIN FOREIGN LANGUAGES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(15)(J) (8 

U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(J)) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(J) an alien having a residence in a foreign 
country which he has no intention of aban-
doning who— 

‘‘(i) is a bona fide student, scholar, trainee, 
teacher, professor, research assistant, specialist, 
or leader in a field of specialized knowledge or 
skill, or other person of similar description, who 
is coming temporarily to the United States as a 
participant in a program designated by the Di-
rector of the United States Information Agency, 
for the purpose of teaching, instructing or lec-
turing, studying, observing, conducting re-
search, consulting, demonstrating special skills, 
or receiving training and who, if such alien is 
coming to the United States to participate in a 
program under which such alien will receive 
graduate medical education or training, also 
meets the requirements of section 212(j), and the 
alien spouse and minor children of any such 
alien if accompanying such alien or following to 
join such alien; or 

‘‘(ii) is coming to the United States to perform 
work involving specialized knowledge or skill, 
including teaching on a full-time or part-time 
basis, that requires proficiency of languages 
spoken as a native language in countries of 
which fewer than 5,000 nationals were lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence in the United 
States in the previous year;’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR ANNUAL LIST OF COUN-
TRIES.—The Secretary of State shall publish an 
annual list of the countries described in clause 
(ii) of section 101(a)(15)(J) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(J)), as 
added by subsection (a). 
SEC. 4409. F–1 VISA FEE. 

Section 281 (8 U.S.C. 1351), as amended by sec-
tions 4105 and 4407, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) F–1 VISA FEE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the fees au-

thorized under subsection (a), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall collect a $100 fee from 
each nonimmigrant admitted under section 
101(a)(15)(F)(i). Fees collected under this sub-
section shall be deposited into the Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a)(1) of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act. 

‘‘(2) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in conjunction with the Secretary 
of State, shall promulgate regulations to ensure 
that— 

‘‘(A) the fee authorized under paragraph (1) is 
paid on behalf of all J–1 nonimmigrants seeking 
entry into the United States; 

‘‘(B) a fee related to the hiring of a J–1 non-
immigrant is not deducted from the wages or 
other compensation paid to the J–1 non-
immigrant; and 

‘‘(C) not more than 1 fee is collected per J–1 
nonimmigrant.’’. 
SEC. 4410. PILOT PROGRAM FOR REMOTE B NON-

IMMIGRANT VISA INTERVIEWS. 
Section 222 (8 U.S.C. 1202) is amended by add-

ing at the end the following: 
‘‘(i)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (3), 

the Secretary of State— 
‘‘(A) shall develop and conduct a pilot pro-

gram for processing visas under section 
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101(a)(15)(B) using secure remote 
videoconferencing technology as a method for 
conducting any required in person interview of 
applicants; and 

‘‘(B) in consultation with the heads of other 
Federal agencies that use such secure commu-
nications, shall help ensure the security of the 
videoconferencing transmission and encryption 
conducted under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(2) Not later than 90 days after the termi-
nation of the pilot program authorized under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary of State shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Congress a 
report that contains— 

‘‘(A) a detailed description of the results of 
such program, including an assessment of the 
efficacy, efficiency, and security of the remote 
videoconferencing technology as a method for 
conducting visa interviews of applicants; and 

‘‘(B) recommendations for whether such pro-
gram should be continued, broadened, or modi-
fied. 

‘‘(3) The pilot program authorized under 
paragraph (1) may not be conducted if the Sec-
retary of State determines that such program— 

‘‘(A) poses an undue security risk; and 
‘‘(B) cannot be conducted in a manner con-

sistent with maintaining security controls. 
‘‘(4) If the Secretary of State makes a deter-

mination under paragraph (3), the Secretary 
shall submit a report to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress that describes the reasons for 
such determination. 

‘‘(5) In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) The term ‘appropriate committees of Con-

gress’ means— 
‘‘(i) the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-

mittee on Foreign Relations, and the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate; and 

‘‘(ii) the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(B) The term ‘in person interview’ includes 
interviews conducted using remote video tech-
nology.’’. 
SEC. 4411. PROVIDING CONSULAR OFFICERS 

WITH ACCESS TO ALL TERRORIST 
DATABASES AND REQUIRING 
HEIGHTENED SCRUTINY OF APPLI-
CATIONS FOR ADMISSION FROM 
PERSONS LISTED ON TERRORIST 
DATABASES. 

Section 222 (8 U.S.C. 1202), as amended by sec-
tion 4410, is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(j) PROVIDING CONSULAR OFFICERS WITH AC-
CESS TO ALL TERRORIST DATABASES AND RE-
QUIRING HEIGHTENED SCRUTINY OF APPLICA-
TIONS FOR ADMISSION FROM PERSONS LISTED ON 
TERRORIST DATABASES.— 

‘‘(1) ACCESS TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

paragraph (B), the Secretary of State shall have 
access to all terrorism records and databases 
maintained by any agency or department of the 
United States for the purposes of determining 
whether an applicant for admission poses a se-
curity threat to the United States. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—The head of such an agen-
cy or department may only withhold access to 
terrorism records and databases from the Sec-
retary of State if such head is able to articulate 
that withholding is necessary to prevent the un-
authorized disclosure of information that clearly 
identifies, or would reasonably permit ready 
identification of, intelligence or sensitive law 
enforcement sources, methods, or activities. 

‘‘(2) BIOGRAPHIC AND BIOMETRIC SCREENING.— 
‘‘(A) REQUIREMENT FOR BIOGRAPHIC AND BIO-

METRIC SCREENING.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Act, the Secretary of State 
shall require every alien applying for admission 
to the United States to submit to biographic and 
biometric screening to determine whether the 
alien’s name or biometric information is listed in 
any terrorist watch list or database maintained 
by any agency or department of the United 
States. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—No alien applying for a 
visa to the United States shall be granted such 
visa by a consular officer if the alien’s name or 
biometric information is listed in any terrorist 
watch list or database referred to in subpara-
graph (A) unless— 

‘‘(i) screening of the alien’s visa application 
against interagency counterterrorism screening 
systems which compare the applicant’s informa-
tion against data in all counterterrorism watch 
lists and databases reveals no potentially perti-
nent links to terrorism; 

‘‘(ii) the consular officer submits the applica-
tion for further review to the Secretary of State 
and the heads of other relevant agencies, in-
cluding the Secretary of Homeland Security and 
the Director of National Intelligence; and 

‘‘(iii) the Secretary of State, after consultation 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security, the 
Director of National Intelligence, and the heads 
of other relevant agencies, certifies that the 
alien is admissible to the United States.’’. 
SEC. 4412. VISA REVOCATION INFORMATION. 

Section 428 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 236) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(j) VISA REVOCATION INFORMATION.—If the 
Secretary of State or the Secretary of Homeland 
Security revoke a visa— 

‘‘(1) the fact of the revocation shall be imme-
diately provided to the relevant consular offi-
cers, law enforcement, and terrorist screening 
databases; and 

‘‘(2) a notice of such revocation shall be post-
ed to all Department of Homeland Security port 
inspectors and to all consular officers.’’. 
SEC. 4413. STATUS FOR CERTAIN BATTERED 

SPOUSES AND CHILDREN. 
(a) NONIMMIGRANT STATUS FOR CERTAIN BAT-

TERED SPOUSES AND CHILDREN.—Section 
101(a)(51) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(51)), as amended by 
section 2305(d)(6)(B)(i)(III), is further amend-
ed— 

(1) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (F), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(G) section 106 as an abused derivative 

alien.’’. 
(b) RELIEF FOR ABUSED DERIVATIVE ALIENS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 106 (8 U.S.C. 1105a) 

is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 106. RELIEF FOR ABUSED DERIVATIVE 

ALIENS. 
‘‘(a) ABUSED DERIVATIVE ALIEN DEFINED.—In 

this section, the term ‘abused derivative alien’ 
means an alien who— 

‘‘(1) is the spouse or child admitted under sec-
tion 101(a)(15) or pursuant to a blue card status 
granted under section 2211 of the Border Secu-
rity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act; 

‘‘(2) is accompanying or following to join a 
principal alien admitted under such a section; 
and 

‘‘(3) has been subjected to battery or extreme 
cruelty by such principal alien. 

‘‘(b) RELIEF FOR ABUSED DERIVATIVE 
ALIENS.—The Secretary of Homeland Security— 

‘‘(1) shall grant or extend the status of admis-
sion of an abused derivative alien under section 
101(a)(15) or section 2211 of the Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act under which the principal alien 
was admitted for the longer of— 

‘‘(A) the same period for which the principal 
was initially admitted; or 

‘‘(B) a period of 3 years; 
‘‘(2) may renew a grant or extension of status 

made under paragraph (1); 
‘‘(3) shall grant employment authorization to 

an abused derivative alien; and 
‘‘(4) may adjust the status of the abused de-

rivative alien to that of an alien lawfully admit-
ted for permanent residence if— 

‘‘(A) the alien is admissible under section 
212(a) or the Secretary of Homeland Security 

finds the alien’s continued presence in the 
United States is justified on humanitarian 
grounds, to ensure family unity, or is otherwise 
in the public interest; and 

‘‘(B) the status under which the principal 
alien was admitted to the United States would 
have potentially allowed for eventual adjust-
ment of status. 

‘‘(c) EFFECT OF TERMINATION OF RELATION-
SHIP.—Termination of the relationship with 
principal alien shall not affect the status of an 
abused derivative alien under this section if bat-
tery or extreme cruelty by the principal alien 
was 1 central reason for termination of the rela-
tionship. 

‘‘(d) PROCEDURES.—Requests for relief under 
this section shall be handled under the proce-
dures that apply to aliens seeking relief under 
section 204(a)(1)(C).’’. 

(2) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of contents in the first section is amended 
by striking the item relating to section 106 and 
inserting the following: 
‘‘Sec. 106. Relief for abused derivative aliens.’’. 
SEC. 4414. NONIMMIGRANT CREWMEN LANDING 

TEMPORARILY IN HAWAII. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(15)(D)(ii) (8 

U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(D)(ii)) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘Guam’’ both places that term 

appears and inserting ‘‘Hawaii, Guam,’’; and 
(2) by striking the semicolon at the end and 

inserting ‘‘or some other vessel or aircraft;’’. 
(b) TREATMENT OF DEPARTURES.—In the ad-

ministration of section 101(a)(15)(D)(ii) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(D)(ii)), an alien crewman shall be 
considered to have departed from Hawaii, 
Guam, or the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands after leaving the territorial 
waters of Hawaii, Guam, or the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, respectively, 
without regard to whether the alien arrives in a 
foreign state before returning to Hawaii, Guam, 
or the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The Act enti-
tled ‘‘An Act to amend the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to permit nonimmigrant alien 
crewmen on fishing vessels to stop temporarily 
at ports in Guam’’, approved October 21, 1986 
(Public Law 99–505; 8 U.S.C. 1101 note) is 
amended by striking section 2. 
SEC. 4415. TREATMENT OF COMPACT OF FREE AS-

SOCIATION MIGRANTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title II (8 U.S.C. 1151 et 

seq.) is amended by inserting after section 214 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 214A. TREATMENT OF COMPACT OF FREE 

ASSOCIATION MIGRANTS. 
‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

with respect to eligibility for benefits for the 
Federal program defined in 402(b)(3)(C) of the 
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 
1612(b)(3)(C)) (relating to the Medicaid pro-
gram), sections 401(a), 402(b)(1), and 403(a) of 
the Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 
1611(a), 1612(b)(1), 1613(a)) shall not apply to 
any individual who lawfully resides in the 
United States in accordance with the Compacts 
of Free Association between the Government of 
the United States and the Governments of the 
Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of 
Palau. Any individual to which the preceding 
sentence applies shall be considered to be a 
qualified alien for purposes of title IV of the 
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), 
but only with respect to the designated Federal 
program defined in section 402(b)(3)(C) of such 
Act (relating to the Medicaid program) (8 U.S.C. 
1612(b)(3)(C)).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 1108 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1308) is 
amended— 
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(1) in subsection (f), in the matter preceding 

paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘subsection (g)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘subsections (g) and (h)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(h) The limitations of subsections (f) and (g) 

shall not apply with respect to medical assist-
ance provided to an individual described in sec-
tion 214A of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply to benefits for items 
and services furnished on or after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

Subtitle E—JOLT Act 
SEC. 4501. SHORT TITLES. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Jobs Origi-
nated through Launching Travel Act of 2013’’ or 
the ‘‘JOLT Act of 2013’’. 
SEC. 4502. PREMIUM PROCESSING. 

Section 221 (8 U.S.C. 1201) is amended by in-
serting at the end the following: 

‘‘(j) PREMIUM PROCESSING.— 
‘‘(1) PILOT PROCESSING SERVICE.—Recognizing 

that the best solution for expedited processing is 
low interview wait times for all applicants, the 
Secretary of State shall nevertheless establish, 
on a limited, pilot basis only, a fee-based pre-
mium processing service to expedite interview 
appointments. In establishing a pilot processing 
service, the Secretary may— 

‘‘(A) determine the consular posts at which 
the pilot service will be available; 

‘‘(B) establish the duration of the pilot serv-
ice; 

‘‘(C) define the terms and conditions of the 
pilot service, with the goal of expediting visa ap-
pointments and the interview process for those 
electing to pay said fee for the service; and 

‘‘(D) resources permitting, during the pilot 
service, consider the addition of consulates in 
locations advantageous to foreign policy objec-
tives or in highly populated locales. 

‘‘(2) FEES.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORITY TO COLLECT.—The Secretary 

of State is authorized to collect, and set the 
amount of, a fee imposed for the premium proc-
essing service. The Secretary of State shall set 
the fee based on all relevant considerations in-
cluding, the cost of expedited service. 

‘‘(B) USE OF FEES.—Fees collected under the 
authority of subparagraph (A) shall be depos-
ited as an offsetting collection to any Depart-
ment of State appropriation, to recover the costs 
of providing consular services. Such fees shall 
remain available for obligation until expended. 

‘‘(C) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FEES.—Such fee 
is in addition to any existing fee currently being 
collected by the Department of State. 

‘‘(D) NONREFUNDABLE.—Such fee will be non-
refundable to the applicant. 

‘‘(3) DESCRIPTION OF PREMIUM PROCESSING.— 
Premium processing pertains solely to the expe-
dited scheduling of a visa interview. Utilizing 
the premium processing service for an expedited 
interview appointment does not establish the ap-
plicant’s eligibility for a visa. The Secretary of 
State shall, if possible, inform applicants uti-
lizing the premium processing of potential 
delays in visa issuance due to additional screen-
ing requirements, including necessary security- 
related checks and clearances. 

‘‘(4) REPORT TO CONGRESS.— 
‘‘(A) REQUIREMENT FOR REPORT.—Not later 

than 18 months after the date of the enactment 
of the JOLT Act of 2013, the Secretary of State 
shall submit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a report on the results of the pilot 
service carried out under this section. 

‘‘(B) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the term ‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’ means— 

‘‘(i) the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, and the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate; and 

‘‘(ii) the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives.’’. 

SEC. 4503. ENCOURAGING CANADIAN TOURISM TO 
THE UNITED STATES. 

Section 214 (8 U.S.C. 1184), as amended by sec-
tions 3609, 4233, and 4405, is further amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(v) CANADIAN RETIREES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland 

Security may admit as a visitor for pleasure as 
described in section 101(a)(15)(B) any alien for a 
period not to exceed 240 days, if the alien dem-
onstrates, to the satisfaction of the Secretary, 
that the alien— 

‘‘(A) is a citizen of Canada; 
‘‘(B) is at least 55 years of age; 
‘‘(C) maintains a residence in Canada; 
‘‘(D) owns a residence in the United States or 

has signed a rental agreement for accommoda-
tions in the United States for the duration of 
the alien’s stay in the United States; 

‘‘(E) is not inadmissible under section 212; 
‘‘(F) is not described in any ground of deport-

ability under section 237; 
‘‘(G) will not engage in employment or labor 

for hire in the United States; and 
‘‘(H) will not seek any form of assistance or 

benefit described in section 403(a) of the Per-
sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1613(a)). 

‘‘(2) SPOUSE.—The spouse of an alien de-
scribed in paragraph (1) may be admitted under 
the same terms as the principal alien if the 
spouse satisfies the requirements of paragraph 
(1), other than subparagraphs (B) and (D). 

‘‘(3) IMMIGRANT INTENT.—In determining eligi-
bility for admission under this subsection, main-
tenance of a residence in the United States shall 
not be considered evidence of intent by the alien 
to abandon the alien’s residence in Canada. 

‘‘(4) PERIOD OF ADMISSION.—During any sin-
gle 365-day period, an alien may be admitted as 
described in section 101(a)(15)(B) pursuant to 
this subsection for a period not to exceed 240 
days, beginning on the date of admission. Un-
less an extension is approved by the Secretary, 
periods of time spent outside the United States 
during such 240-day period shall not toll the ex-
piration of such 240-day period.’’. 
SEC. 4504. RETIREE VISA. 

(a) NONIMMIGRANT STATUS.—Section 
101(a)(15), as amended, is further amended by 
inserting after subparagraph (X) the following: 

‘‘(Y) subject to section 214(w), an alien who, 
after the date of the enactment of the JOLT Act 
of 2013— 

‘‘(i)(I) uses at least $500,000 in cash to pur-
chase 1 or more residences in the United States, 
which each sold for more than 100 percent of the 
most recent appraised value of such residence, 
as determined by the property assessor in the 
city or county in which the residence is located; 

‘‘(II) maintains ownership of residential prop-
erty in the United States worth at least $500,000 
during the entire period the alien remains in the 
United States as a nonimmigrant described in 
this subparagraph; and 

‘‘(III) resides for more than 180 days per year 
in a residence in the United States that is worth 
at least $250,000; and 

‘‘(ii) the alien spouse and children of the alien 
described in clause (i) if accompanying or fol-
lowing to join the alien.’’. 

(b) VISA APPLICATION PROCEDURES.—Section 
214 (8 U.S.C. 1184), as amended by sections 3609, 
4233, 4405, and 4503, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(w) VISAS OF NONIMMIGRANTS DESCRIBED IN 
SECTION 101(a)(15)(Y).— 

‘‘(1) The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
authorize the issuance of a nonimmigrant visa 
to any alien described in section 101(a)(15)(Y) 
who submits a petition to the Secretary that— 

‘‘(A) demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary, that the alien— 

‘‘(i) has purchased a residence in the United 
States that meets the criteria set forth in section 
101(a)(15)(Y)(i); 

‘‘(ii) is at least 55 years of age; 
‘‘(iii) possesses health insurance coverage; 

‘‘(iv) is not inadmissible under section 212; 
and 

‘‘(v) will comply with the terms set forth in 
paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(B) includes payment of a fee in an amount 
equal to $1,000. 

‘‘(2) An alien who is issued a visa under this 
subsection— 

‘‘(A) shall reside in the United States at a res-
idence that meets the criteria set forth in section 
101(a)(15)(Y)(i) for more than 180 days per year; 

‘‘(B) is not authorized to engage in employ-
ment in the United States, except for employ-
ment that is directly related to the management 
of the residential property described in section 
101(Y)(i)(II); 

‘‘(C) is not eligible for any form of assistance 
or benefit described in section 403(a) of the Per-
sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1613(a)); 
and 

‘‘(D) may renew such visa every 3 years under 
the same terms and conditions.’’. 

(c) USE OF FEE.—Fees collected under section 
214(w)(1)(B) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as added by subsection (b), shall be depos-
ited in the Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Trust Fund established under section 6(a)(1). 
SEC. 4505. INCENTIVES FOR FOREIGN VISITORS 

VISITING THE UNITED STATES DUR-
ING LOW PEAK SEASONS. 

The Secretary of State shall make publically 
available, on a monthly basis, historical data, 
for the previous 2 years, regarding the avail-
ability of visa appointments for each visa proc-
essing post, to allow applicants to identify peri-
ods of low demand, when wait times tend to be 
lower. 
SEC. 4506. VISA WAIVER PROGRAM ENHANCED SE-

CURITY AND REFORM. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 217(c)(1) (8 U.S.C. 

1187(c)(1)) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY TO DESIGNATE; DEFINITIONS.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORITY TO DESIGNATE.—The Sec-

retary of Homeland Security, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, may designate any 
country as a program country if that country 
meets the requirements under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(i) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’ means— 

‘‘(I) the Committee on Foreign Relations, the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, and the Committee on the Judi-
ciary of the Senate; and 

‘‘(II) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Homeland Security, and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

‘‘(ii) OVERSTAY RATE.— 
‘‘(I) INITIAL DESIGNATION.—The term ‘overstay 

rate’ means, with respect to a country being 
considered for designation in the program, the 
ratio of— 

‘‘(aa) the number of nationals of that country 
who were admitted to the United States on the 
basis of a nonimmigrant visa under section 
101(a)(15)(B) whose periods of authorized stay 
ended during a fiscal year but who remained 
unlawfully in the United States beyond such pe-
riods; to 

‘‘(bb) the number of nationals of that country 
who were admitted to the United States on the 
basis of a nonimmigrant visa under section 
101(a)(15)(B) whose periods of authorized stay 
ended during that fiscal year. 

‘‘(II) CONTINUING DESIGNATION.—The term 
‘overstay rate’ means, for each fiscal year after 
initial designation under this section with re-
spect to a country, the ratio of— 

‘‘(aa) the number of nationals of that country 
who were admitted to the United States under 
this section or on the basis of a nonimmigrant 
visa under section 101(a)(15)(B) whose periods of 
authorized stay ended during a fiscal year but 
who remained unlawfully in the United States 
beyond such periods; to 
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‘‘(bb) the number of nationals of that country 

who were admitted to the United States under 
this section or on the basis of a nonimmigrant 
visa under section 101(a)(15)(B) whose periods of 
authorized stay ended during that fiscal year. 

‘‘(III) COMPUTATION OF OVERSTAY RATE.—In 
determining the overstay rate for a country, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security may utilize in-
formation from any available databases to en-
sure the accuracy of such rate. 

‘‘(iii) PROGRAM COUNTRY.—The term ‘program 
country’ means a country designated as a pro-
gram country under subparagraph (A).’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 217 (8 U.S.C. 1187) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ each place 
the term appears (except in subsection 
(c)(11)(B)) and inserting ‘‘Secretary of Home-
land Security’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)(C)(iii), by striking ‘‘Com-

mittee on the Judiciary and the Committee on 
International Relations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on the Judiciary 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate’’ and inserting ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’’; 

(B) in paragraph (5)(A)(i)(III), by striking 
‘‘Committee on the Judiciary, the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on Home-
land Security, of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate’’ and inserting ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (7), by striking subpara-
graph (E). 

(c) DESIGNATION OF PROGRAM COUNTRIES 
BASED ON OVERSTAY RATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 217(c)(2)(A) (8 U.S.C. 
1187(c)(2)(A)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) GENERAL NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) LOW NONIMMIGRANT VISA REFUSAL RATE.— 

The percentage of nationals of that country re-
fused nonimmigrant visas under section 
101(a)(15)(B) during the previous full fiscal year 
was not more than 3 percent of the total number 
of nationals of that country who were granted 
or refused nonimmigrant visas under such sec-
tion during such year. 

‘‘(ii) LOW NONIMMIGRANT OVERSTAY RATE.— 
The overstay rate for that country was not more 
than 3 percent during the previous fiscal year.’’. 

(2) QUALIFICATION CRITERIA.—Section 
217(c)(3) (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)(3)) is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(3) QUALIFICATION CRITERIA.—After designa-
tion as a program country under section 
217(c)(2), a country may not continue to be des-
ignated as a program country unless the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, determines, pursu-
ant to the requirements under paragraph (5), 
that the designation will be continued.’’. 

(3) INITIAL PERIOD.—Section 217(c) (8 U.S.C. 
1187(c)) is amended by striking paragraph (4). 

(4) CONTINUING DESIGNATION.—Section 
217(c)(5)(A)(i)(II) (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)(5)(A)(i)(II)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(II) shall determine, based upon the evalua-
tion in subclause (I), whether any such designa-
tion under subsection (d) or (f), or probation 
under subsection (f), ought to be continued or 
terminated;’’. 

(5) COMPUTATION OF VISA REFUSAL RATES; JU-
DICIAL REVIEW.—Section 217(c)(6) (8 U.S.C. 
1187(c)(6)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(6) COMPUTATION OF VISA REFUSAL RATES 
AND JUDICIAL REVIEW.— 

‘‘(A) COMPUTATION OF VISA REFUSAL RATES.— 
For purposes of determining the eligibility of a 
country to be designated as a program country, 
the calculation of visa refusal rates shall not in-
clude any visa refusals which incorporate any 
procedures based on, or are otherwise based on, 
race, sex, or disability, unless otherwise specifi-
cally authorized by law or regulation. 

‘‘(B) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—No court shall have 
jurisdiction under this section to review any 
visa refusal, the Secretary of State’s computa-
tion of a visa refusal rate, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security’s computation of an overstay 
rate, or the designation or nondesignation of a 
country as a program country.’’. 

(6) VISA WAIVER INFORMATION.—Section 
217(c)(7) (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)(7)), as amended by 
subsection (b)(2)(C), is further amended— 

(A) by striking subparagraphs (B) through 
(D); and 

(B) by striking ‘‘WAIVER INFORMATION.—’’ and 
all that follows through ‘‘In refusing’’ and in-
serting ‘‘WAIVER INFORMATION.—In refusing’’. 

(7) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—Section 217(c)(8) (8 
U.S.C. 1187(c)(8)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(8) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State, may waive the application of 
paragraph (2)(A)(i) for a country if— 

‘‘(A) the country meets all other requirements 
of paragraph (2); 

‘‘(B) the Secretary of Homeland Security de-
termines that the totality of the country’s secu-
rity risk mitigation measures provide assurance 
that the country’s participation in the program 
would not compromise the law enforcement, se-
curity interests, or enforcement of the immigra-
tion laws of the United States; 

‘‘(C) there has been a general downward 
trend in the percentage of nationals of the 
country refused nonimmigrant visas under sec-
tion 101(a)(15)(B); 

‘‘(D) the country consistently cooperated with 
the Government of the United States on counter-
terrorism initiatives, information sharing, pre-
venting terrorist travel, and extradition to the 
United States of individuals (including the 
country’s own nationals) who commit crimes 
that violate United States law before the date of 
its designation as a program country, and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State assess that such cooperation is 
likely to continue; and 

‘‘(E) the percentage of nationals of the coun-
try refused a nonimmigrant visa under section 
101(a)(15)(B) during the previous full fiscal year 
was not more than 10 percent of the total num-
ber of nationals of that country who were 
granted or refused such nonimmigrant visas.’’. 

(d) TERMINATION OF DESIGNATION; PROBA-
TION.—Section 217(f) (8 U.S.C. 1187(f)) is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(f) TERMINATION OF DESIGNATION; PROBA-
TION.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) PROBATIONARY PERIOD.—The term ‘pro-

bationary period’ means the fiscal year in which 
a probationary country is placed in proba-
tionary status under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) PROGRAM COUNTRY.—The term ‘program 
country’ has the meaning given that term in 
subsection (c)(1)(B). 

‘‘(2) DETERMINATION, NOTICE, AND INITIAL 
PROBATIONARY PERIOD.— 

‘‘(A) DETERMINATION OF PROBATIONARY STA-
TUS AND NOTICE OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—As part of 
each program country’s periodic evaluation re-
quired by subsection (c)(5)(A), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall determine whether a 
program country is in compliance with the pro-
gram requirements under subparagraphs (A)(ii) 
through (F) of subsection (c)(2). 

‘‘(B) INITIAL PROBATIONARY PERIOD.—If the 
Secretary of Homeland Security determines that 
a program country is not in compliance with the 
program requirements under subparagraphs 
(A)(ii) through (F) of subsection (c)(2), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall place the pro-
gram country in probationary status for the fis-
cal year following the fiscal year in which the 
periodic evaluation is completed. 

‘‘(3) ACTIONS AT THE END OF THE INITIAL PRO-
BATIONARY PERIOD.—At the end of the initial 
probationary period of a country under para-
graph (2)(B), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall take 1 of the following actions: 

‘‘(A) COMPLIANCE DURING INITIAL PROBA-
TIONARY PERIOD.—If the Secretary determines 
that all instances of noncompliance with the 
program requirements under subparagraphs 
(A)(ii) through (F) of subsection (c)(2) that were 
identified in the latest periodic evaluation have 
been remedied by the end of the initial proba-
tionary period, the Secretary shall end the 
country’s probationary period. 

‘‘(B) NONCOMPLIANCE DURING INITIAL PROBA-
TIONARY PERIOD.—If the Secretary determines 
that any instance of noncompliance with the 
program requirements under subparagraphs 
(A)(ii) through (F) of subsection (c)(2) that were 
identified in the latest periodic evaluation has 
not been remedied by the end of the initial pro-
bationary period— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary may terminate the country’s 
participation in the program; or 

‘‘(ii) on an annual basis, the Secretary may 
continue the country’s probationary status if 
the Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, determines that the country’s 
continued participation in the program is in the 
national interest of the United States. 

‘‘(4) ACTIONS AT THE END OF ADDITIONAL PRO-
BATIONARY PERIODS.—At the end of all proba-
tionary periods granted to a country pursuant 
to paragraph (3)(B)(ii), the Secretary shall take 
1 of the following actions: 

‘‘(A) COMPLIANCE DURING ADDITIONAL PE-
RIOD.—The Secretary shall end the country’s 
probationary status if the Secretary determines 
during the latest periodic evaluation required by 
subsection (c)(5)(A) that the country is in com-
pliance with the program requirements under 
subparagraphs (A)(ii) through (F) of subsection 
(c)(2). 

‘‘(B) NONCOMPLIANCE DURING ADDITIONAL PE-
RIODS.—The Secretary shall terminate the coun-
try’s participation in the program if the Sec-
retary determines during the latest periodic 
evaluation required by subsection (c)(5)(A) that 
the program country continues to be in non-
compliance with the program requirements 
under subparagraphs (A)(ii) through (F) of sub-
section (c)(2). 

‘‘(5) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The termination of a 
country’s participation in the program under 
paragraph (3)(B) or (4)(B) shall take effect on 
the first day of the first fiscal year following the 
fiscal year in which the Secretary determines 
that such participation shall be terminated. 
Until such date, nationals of the country shall 
remain eligible for a waiver under subsection 
(a). 

‘‘(6) TREATMENT OF NATIONALS AFTER TERMI-
NATION.—For purposes of this subsection and 
subsection (d)— 

‘‘(A) nationals of a country whose designation 
is terminated under paragraph (3) or (4) shall 
remain eligible for a waiver under subsection (a) 
until the effective date of such termination; and 

‘‘(B) a waiver under this section that is pro-
vided to such a national for a period described 
in subsection (a)(1) shall not, by such termi-
nation, be deemed to have been rescinded or 
otherwise rendered invalid, if the waiver is 
granted prior to such termination. 

‘‘(7) CONSULTATIVE ROLE OF THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE.—In this subsection, references to sub-
paragraphs (A)(ii) through (F) of subsection 
(c)(2) and subsection (c)(5)(A) carry with them 
the consultative role of the Secretary of State as 
provided in those provisions.’’. 

(e) REVIEW OF OVERSTAY TRACKING METHOD-
OLOGY.—Not later than 180 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall conduct a re-
view of the methods used by the Secretary— 

(1) to track aliens entering and exiting the 
United States; and 

(2) to detect any such alien who stays longer 
than such alien’s period of authorized admis-
sion. 

(f) EVALUATION OF ELECTRONIC SYSTEM FOR 
TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit to Congress— 
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(1) an evaluation of the security risks of 

aliens who enter the United States without an 
approved Electronic System for Travel Author-
ization verification; and 

(2) a description of any improvements needed 
to minimize the number of aliens who enter the 
United States without the verification described 
in paragraph (1). 

(g) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PRIORITY FOR RE-
VIEW OF PROGRAM COUNTRIES.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Secretary, in the process of 
conducting evaluations of countries partici-
pating in the visa waiver program under section 
217 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1187), should prioritize the reviews of 
countries in which circumstances indicate that 
such a review is necessary or desirable. 

(h) ELIGIBILITY OF HONG KONG SPECIAL AD-
MINISTRATIVE REGION FOR DESIGNATION FOR 
PARTICIPATION IN VISA WAIVER PROGRAM FOR 
CERTAIN VISITORS TO THE UNITED STATES.—Sec-
tion 217(c) (8 U.S.C. 1187(c)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(12) ELIGIBILITY OF CERTAIN REGION FOR DES-
IGNATION AS PROGRAM COUNTRY.—The Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China— 

‘‘(A) shall be eligible for designation as a pro-
gram country for purposes of this subsection; 
and 

‘‘(B) may be designated as a program country 
for purposes of this subsection if such region 
meets requirements applicable for such designa-
tion in this subsection.’’. 
SEC. 4507. EXPEDITING ENTRY FOR PRIORITY 

VISITORS. 
Section 7208(k)(4) of the Intelligence Reform 

and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (8 U.S.C. 
1365b(k)(4)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) EXPEDITING ENTRY FOR PRIORITY VISI-
TORS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security may expand the enrollment across reg-
istered traveler programs to include eligible indi-
viduals employed by international organiza-
tions, selected by the Secretary, which maintain 
strong working relationships with the United 
States. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—An individual may not 
be enrolled in a registered traveler program un-
less— 

‘‘(i) the individual is sponsored by an inter-
national organization selected by the Secretary 
under subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(ii) the government that issued the passport 
that the individual is using has entered into a 
Trusted Traveler Arrangement with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to participate in a 
registered traveler program. 

‘‘(C) SECURITY REQUIREMENTS.—An individual 
may not be enrolled in a registered traveler pro-
gram unless the individual has successfully com-
pleted all applicable security requirements es-
tablished by the Secretary, including coopera-
tion from the applicable foreign government, to 
ensure that the individual does not pose a risk 
to the United States. 

‘‘(D) DISCRETION.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (E), the Secretary shall retain 
unreviewable discretion to offer or revoke enroll-
ment in a registered traveler program to any in-
dividual. 

‘‘(E) INELIGIBLE TRAVELERS.—An individual 
who is a citizen of a state sponsor of terrorism 
(as defined in section 301(13) of the Comprehen-
sive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8541(13)) may not be 
enrolled in a registered traveler program.’’. 
SEC. 4508. VISA PROCESSING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law and not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State shall— 

(1) require United States diplomatic and con-
sular missions— 

(A) to conduct visa interviews for non-
immigrant visa applications determined to re-

quire a consular interview in an expeditious 
manner, consistent with national security re-
quirements, and in recognition of resource allo-
cation considerations, such as the need to en-
sure provision of consular services to citizens of 
the United States; 

(B) to set a goal of interviewing 80 percent of 
all nonimmigrant visa applicants, worldwide, 
within 3 weeks of receipt of application, subject 
to the conditions outlined in subparagraph (A); 
and 

(C) to explore expanding visa processing ca-
pacity in China and Brazil, with the goal of 
maintaining interview wait times under 15 work 
days on a consistent, year-round basis, recog-
nizing that demand can spike suddenly and un-
predictably and that the first priority of United 
States missions abroad is the protection of citi-
zens of the United States; and 

(2) submit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a detailed strategic plan that describes 
the resources needed to carry out paragraph 
(1)(A). 

(b) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.— 
In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate commit-
tees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, and the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives. 

(c) SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 30 
days after the end of the first 6 months after the 
implementation of subsection (a), and not later 
than 30 days after the end of each subsequent 
quarter, the Secretary of State shall submit to 
the appropriate committees of Congress a report 
that provides— 

(1) data substantiating the efforts of the Sec-
retary of State to meet the requirements and 
goals described in subsection (a); 

(2) any factors that have negatively impacted 
the efforts of the Secretary to meet such require-
ments and goals; and 

(3) any measures that the Secretary plans to 
implement to meet such requirements and goals. 

(d) SAVINGS PROVISION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in subsection (a) 

may be construed to affect a consular officer’s 
authority— 

(A) to deny a visa application under section 
221(g) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1201(g)); or 

(B) to initiate any necessary or appropriate 
security-related check or clearance. 

(2) SECURITY CHECKS.—The completion of a se-
curity-related check or clearance shall not be 
subject to the time limits set out in subsection 
(a). 
SEC. 4509. B VISA FEE. 

Section 281 (8 U.S.C. 1351), as amended by sec-
tions 4105, 4407, and 4408, is further amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(g) B VISA FEE.—In addition to the fees au-
thorized under subsection (a), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall collect a $5 fee from 
each nonimmigrant admitted under section 
101(a)(15)(B). Fees collected under this sub-
section shall be deposited into the Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a)(1) of the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996.’’. 

Subtitle F—Reforms to the H–2B Visa 
Program 

SEC. 4601. EXTENSION OF RETURNING WORKER 
EXEMPTION TO H–2B NUMERICAL 
LIMITATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of para-

graph (10) of section 214(g) (8 U.S.C. 1184(g)), as 
redesignated by section 4101(a)(3), is amended 
by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2004, 2005, or 2006 shall 
not again be counted toward such limitation 
during fiscal year 2007.’’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal 
year 2013 shall not again be counted toward 

such limitation during fiscal years 2014 through 
2018.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—The amendment made 
by paragraph (1) shall be effective during the 
period beginning on the effective date described 
in subsection (c) and ending on September 30, 
2018. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CLARIFYING AMEND-
MENTS.— 

(1) NONIMMIGRANT STATUS.—Section 
101(a)(15)(P) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(P)) is amend-
ed— 

(A) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end; 
(B) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘clause (i), (ii), 

or (iii),’’ and inserting ‘‘clause (i), (ii), (iii), or 
(iv)’’; 

(C) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause (v); 
and 

(D) by inserting after clause (iii) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(iv) is a ski instructor, who has been cer-
tified as a level I, II, or III ski and snowboard 
instructor by the Professional Ski Instructors of 
America or the American Association of 
Snowboard Instructors, or received an equiva-
lent certification in the alien’s country of ori-
gin, and is seeking to enter the United States 
temporarily to perform instructing services; or’’. 

(2) AUTHORIZED PERIOD OF STAY; NUMERICAL 
LIMITATION.—Section 214(a)(2)(B) (8 U.S.C. 
1184(a)(2)(B)) is amended in the second sen-
tence— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘or ski instructors’’ after 
‘‘athletes’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘or ski instructor’’ after 
‘‘athlete’’. 

(3) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the amend-
ments made by this subsection may be construed 
as preventing an alien who is a ski instructor 
from obtaining nonimmigrant status under sec-
tion 101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(b) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(b)) if 
such alien is otherwise qualified for such status. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by subsection (a) shall take effect as if enacted 
on January 1, 2013. 
SEC. 4602. OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR H–2B EM-

PLOYERS. 
Section 214 (8 U.S.C. 1184), as amended by sec-

tions 3609, 4233, 4405, 4503, and 4504, is further 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(x) REQUIREMENTS FOR H–2B EMPLOYERS.— 
‘‘(1) H–2B NONIMMIGRANT DEFINED.—In this 

subsection the term ‘H–2B nonimmigrant’ means 
an alien admitted to the United States pursuant 
to section 101(a)(15)(H)(ii)(B). 

‘‘(2) NON-DISPLACEMENT OF UNITED STATES 
WORKERS.—An employer who seeks to employ an 
H–2B nonimmigrant admitted in an occupa-
tional classification shall certify and attest that 
the employer did not displace and will not dis-
place a United States worker employed by the 
employer in the same metropolitan statistical 
area where such nonimmigrant will be hired 
within the period beginning 90 days before the 
start date and ending on the end date for which 
the employer is seeking the services of such non-
immigrant as specified on an application for 
labor certification under this Act. 

‘‘(3) TRANSPORTATION COSTS.—The employer 
shall pay the transportation costs, including 
reasonable subsistence costs during the period of 
travel, for an H–2B nonimmigrant hired by the 
employer— 

‘‘(A) from the place of recruitment to the place 
of such nonimmigrant’s employment; and 

‘‘(B) from the place of employment to such 
nonimmigrant’s place of permanent residence or 
a subsequent worksite. 

‘‘(4) PAYMENT OF FEES.—A fee related to the 
hiring of an H–2B nonimmigrant required to be 
paid by an employer under this Act shall be 
paid by the employer and may not be deducted 
from the wages or other compensation paid to 
an H–2B nonimmigrant. 

‘‘(5) H–2B NONIMMIGRANT LABOR CERTIFI-
CATION APPLICATION FEE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To recover costs of car-
rying out labor certification activities under the 
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H–2B program, the Secretary of Labor shall im-
pose a $500 fee on an employer that submits an 
application for an employment certification for 
aliens granted H–2B nonimmigrant status to the 
Secretary of Labor under this subparagraph on 
or after the date that is 30 days after the date 
of the enactment of the Illegal Immigration Re-
form and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996.’’. 

‘‘(B) USE OF FEES.—The fees collected under 
subparagraph (A) shall be deposited in the Com-
prehensive Immigration Reform Trust Fund es-
tablished under section 6 of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act 
of 1996.’’. 

SEC. 4603. EXECUTIVES AND MANAGERS. 

Section 214(a)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1184(a)(1)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘Aliens admitted under section 101(a)(15) should 
include— 

‘‘(A) executives and managers employed by a 
firm or corporation or other legal entity or an 
affiliate or subsidiary thereof who are prin-
cipally stationed abroad and who seek to enter 
the United States for periods of 90 days or less 
to oversee and observe the United States oper-
ations of their related companies, and establish 
strategic objectives when needed; or 

‘‘(B) employees of multinational corporations 
who enter the United States to observe the oper-
ations of a related United States company and 
participate in select leadership and development 
training activities, whether or not the activity is 
part of a formal or classroom training program 
for a period not to exceed 180 days. 

Nonimmigrant aliens admitted pursuant to sec-
tion 101(a)(15) and engaged in the activities de-
scribed in the subparagraph (A) or (B) may not 
receive a salary from a United States source, ex-
cept for incidental expenses for meals, travel, 
lodging and other basic services.’’. 

SEC. 4604. HONORARIA. 

Section 212(q) (8 U.S.C. 1182(q)) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(q)(1) Any alien admitted under section 
101(a)(15)(B) may accept an honorarium pay-
ment and associated incidental expenses, for a 
usual academic activity or activities (lasting not 
longer than 9 days at any single institution), as 
defined by the Attorney General in consultation 
with the Secretary of Education, or for a per-
formance, appearance and participation in 
United States based programming, including 
scripted or unscripted programming (with serv-
ices not rendered for more than 60 days in a 6 
month period) if the alien has received a letter 
of invitation from the institution, organization, 
or media outlet, such payment is offered by an 
institution, organization, or media outlet de-
scribed in paragraph (2) and is made for services 
conducted for the benefit of that institution, en-
tity or media outlet and if the alien has not ac-
cepted such payment or expenses from more 
than 5 institutions, organizations, or media out-
lets in the previous 6-month period. Any alien 
who is admitted under section 101(a)(15)(B) or 
any other valid visa may perform services under 
this section without reentering the United States 
and without a letter of invitation, if the alien 
does not receive any remuneration including an 
honorarium payment or incidental expenses, but 
may receive prize money. 

‘‘(2) An institution, organization, or media 
outlet described in this paragraph— 

‘‘(A) an institution of higher education (as de-
fined in section 101(a) of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))) or a related or 
affiliated nonprofit entity; 

‘‘(B) a nonprofit research organization or a 
governmental research organization; and 

‘‘(C) a broadcast network, cable entity, pro-
duction company, new media, internet and mo-
bile based companies, who create or distribute 
programming content.’’. 

SEC. 4605. NONIMMIGRANTS PARTICIPATING IN 
RELIEF OPERATIONS. 

Section 214 (8 U.S.C. 1184), as amended by sec-
tions 3609, 4233, 4405, 4503, 4504, and 4602, is fur-
ther amended by adding at the end following: 

‘‘(y) NONIMMIGRANTS PARTICIPATING IN RE-
LIEF OPERATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien coming individ-
ually, or aliens coming as a group, to partici-
pate in relief operations, including critical in-
frastructure repairs or improvements, needed in 
response to a Federal or State declared emer-
gency or disaster, may be admitted to the United 
States pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(B) for a pe-
riod of not more than 90 days if each such alien 
has been employed in a foreign country by 1 em-
ployer for not less than 1 year prior to the date 
the alien is so admitted. 

‘‘(2) PROHIBITION ON INCOME FROM A UNITED 
STATES SOURCE.—During a period of admission 
pursuant to paragraph (1), an alien may not re-
ceive income from a United States source, except 
for incidental expenses for meals, travel, lodg-
ing, and other basic services.’’. 
SEC. 4606. NONIMMIGRANTS PERFORMING MAIN-

TENANCE ON COMMON CARRIERS. 
Section 214 (8 U.S.C. 1184), as amended by sec-

tions 3609, 4233, 4405, 4503, 4504, 4602, and 4603, 
is further amended by adding at the end fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(z) NONIMMIGRANTS PERFORMING MAINTE-
NANCE ON COMMON CARRIER.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien coming individ-
ually, or aliens coming as a group, who possess 
specialized knowledge to perform maintenance 
or repairs for common carriers, including to air-
lines, cruise lines, and railways, if such mainte-
nance or repairs are occurring to equipment or 
machinery manufactured outside of the United 
States and are needed for purposes relating to 
life, health, and safety, may be admitted to the 
United States pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(B) 
for a period of not more than 90 days if each 
such alien has been employed in a foreign coun-
try by 1 employer for not less than 1 year prior 
to the date the alien is so admitted. 

‘‘(2) PROHIBITION ON INCOME FROM A UNITED 
STATES SOURCE.—During a period of admission 
pursuant to paragraph (1), an alien may not re-
ceive income from a United States source, except 
for incidental expenses for meals, travel, lodg-
ing, and other basic services. 

‘‘(3) FEE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien admitted pursu-

ant to paragraph (1) shall pay a fee of $500 in 
addition to any fee assessed to cover the costs to 
process an application under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) USE OF FEE.—The fees collected under 
subparagraph (A) shall be deposited in the Com-
prehensive Immigration Reform Trust Fund es-
tablished under section 6(a)(1) of the Illegal Im-
migration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act of 1996.’’. 

Subtitle G—W Nonimmigrant Visas 
SEC. 4701. BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION AND LABOR 

MARKET RESEARCH. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) BUREAU.—Except as otherwise specifically 

provided, the term ‘‘Bureau’’ means the Bureau 
of Immigration and Labor Market Research es-
tablished under subsection (b). 

(2) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘‘Commissioner’’ 
means the Commissioner of the Bureau. 

(3) CONSTRUCTION OCCUPATION.—The term 
‘‘construction occupation’’ means an occupation 
classified by the Bureau of Labor Statistics as 
being within the construction industry for the 
purposes of publishing the Bureau’s workforce 
statistics. 

(4) METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA.—The 
term ‘‘metropolitan statistical area’’ means a ge-
ographic area designated as a metropolitan sta-
tistical area by the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. 

(5) SHORTAGE OCCUPATION.—The term ‘‘short-
age occupation’’ means an occupation that the 
Commissioner determines is experiencing a 
shortage of labor— 

(A) throughout the United States; or 
(B) in a specific metropolitan statistical area. 
(6) W VISA PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘W Visa Pro-

gram’’ means the program for the admission of 
nonimmigrant aliens described in subparagraph 
(W)(i) of section 101(a)(15) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)), as 
added by section 4702. 

(7) ZONE 1 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘‘zone 1 oc-
cupation’’ means an occupation that requires 
little or no preparation and is classified as a 
zone 1 occupation on— 

(A) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of this Act; or 

(B) such Database or a similar successor data-
base, as designated by the Secretary of Labor, 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(8) ZONE 2 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘‘zone 2 oc-
cupation’’ means an occupation that requires 
some preparation and is classified as a zone 2 
occupation on— 

(A) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of this Act; or 

(B) such Database or a similar successor data-
base, as designated by the Secretary of Labor, 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(9) ZONE 3 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘‘zone 3 oc-
cupation’’ means an occupation that requires 
medium preparation and is classified as a zone 
3 occupation on— 

(A) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of this Act; or 

(B) such Database or a similar successor data-
base, as designated by the Secretary of Labor, 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
Bureau of Immigration and Labor Market Re-
search as an independent statistical agency 
within U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices. 

(c) COMMISSIONER.—The head of the Bureau 
of Immigration and Labor Market Research is 
the Commissioner, who shall be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. 

(d) DUTIES.—The duties of the Commissioner 
are limited to the following: 

(1) To devise a methodology subject to publi-
cation in the Federal Register and an oppor-
tunity for public comment regarding the cal-
culation for the index referred to in section 
220(g)(2)(C) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as added by section 4703. 

(2) To determine and to publish in the Federal 
Register the annual change to the numerical 
limitation for nonimmigrant aliens described in 
subparagraph (W)(i) of section 101(a)(15) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)), as added by section 4702. 

(3) With respect to the W Visa Program, to 
supplement the recruitment methods employers 
may use to attract United States workers and 
current nonimmigrant aliens described in para-
graph (2). 

(4) With respect to the W Visa Program, to de-
vise a methodology subject to publication in the 
Federal Register and an opportunity for public 
comment to designate shortage occupations in 
zone 1 occupations, zone 2 occupations, and 
zone 3 occupations. 

(5) With respect to the W Visa Program, to 
designate shortage occupations in any zone 1 
occupation, zone 2 occupation, or zone 3 occu-
pation and publish such occupations in the Fed-
eral Register. 

(6) With respect to the W Visa Program, to 
conduct a survey once every 3 months of the un-
employment rate of zone 1 occupations, zone 2 
occupations, or zone 3 occupations that are con-
struction occupations in each metropolitan sta-
tistical area. 

(7) To study and report to Congress on em-
ployment-based immigrant and nonimmigrant 
visa programs in the United States and to make 
annual recommendations to improve such pro-
grams. 
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(8) To carry out any functions required to per-

form the duties described in paragraphs (1) 
through (7). 

(e) DETERMINATION OF CHANGES TO NUMER-
ICAL LIMITATIONS.—The methodology required 
under subsection (d)(1) shall be published in the 
Federal Register not later than 18 months after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(f) DESIGNATION OF SHORTAGE OCCUPA-
TIONS.— 

(1) METHODS TO DETERMINE.—The Commis-
sioner shall— 

(A) establish the methodology to designate 
shortage occupations under subsection (d)(4); 
and 

(B) publish such methodology in the Federal 
Register not later than 18 months after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) PETITION BY EMPLOYER.—The methodology 
established under paragraph (1) shall permit an 
employer to petition the Commissioner for a de-
termination that a particular occupation in a 
particular metropolitan statistical area is a 
shortage occupation. 

(3) REQUIREMENT FOR NOTICE AND COMMENT.— 
The methodology established under paragraph 
(1) shall be effective only after publication in 
the Federal Register and an opportunity for 
public comment. 

(g) EMPLOYEE EXPERTISE.—The employees of 
the Bureau shall have the expertise necessary to 
identify labor shortages in the United States 
and make recommendations to the Commissioner 
on the impact of immigrant and nonimmigrant 
aliens on labor markets in the United States, in-
cluding expertise in economics, labor markets, 
demographics and methods of recruitment of 
United States workers. 

(h) INTERAGENCY COOPERATION.—At the re-
quest of the Commissioner, the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Director of the Bureau of the 
Census, the Secretary of Labor, and the Com-
missioner of the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
shall— 

(1) provide data to the Commissioner; 
(2) conduct appropriate surveys; and 
(3) assist the Commissioner in preparing the 

recommendations referred to subsection (d)(5). 
(i) BUDGET.— 
(1) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 

date of the enactment of this Act, the Director 
of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
shall submit to Congress a report of the esti-
mated budget that the Bureau will need to carry 
out the duties described in subsection (d). 

(2) AUDIT.—The Comptroller General of the 
United States shall submit to Congress a report 
that is an audit of the budget prepared by the 
Director under paragraph (1). 

(j) FUNDING.— 
(1) APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS.—There is here-

by appropriated, out of any money in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, $20,000,000 to 
establish the Bureau. 

(2) USE OF W NONIMMIGRANT FEES.—The 
amounts collected for fees under section 
220(e)(6)(B) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as added by section 4703, shall be used to 
establish and fund the Bureau. 

(3) OTHER FEES.—The Secretary may establish 
other fees for the sole purpose of funding the W 
Visa Program, including the Bureau, that are 
related to the hiring of alien workers. 
SEC. 4702. NONIMMIGRANT CLASSIFICATION FOR 

W NONIMMIGRANTS. 

Section 101(a)(15)(W), as added by section 
2211, is amended by inserting before clause (iii) 
the following: 

‘‘(i) to perform services or labor for a reg-
istered nonagricultural employer in a registered 
position (as those terms are defined in section 
220(a)) in accordance with the requirements 
under section 220; 

‘‘(ii) to accompany or follow to join such an 
alien described in clause (i) as the spouse or 
child of such alien;’’. 

SEC. 4703. ADMISSION OF W NONIMMIGRANT 
WORKERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 2 of title II (8 
U.S.C. 1181 et seq.) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 220. ADMISSION OF W NONIMMIGRANT 

WORKERS. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) BUREAU.—The term ‘Bureau’ means the 

Bureau of Immigration and Labor Market Re-
search established by section 4701 of the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996. 

‘‘(2) CERTIFIED ALIEN.—The term ‘certified 
alien’ means an alien that the Secretary of State 
has certified is eligible to be a W nonimmigrant 
if the alien is hired by a registered employer for 
a registered position. 

‘‘(3) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘Commissioner’ 
means the Commissioner of the Bureau. 

‘‘(4) CONSTRUCTION OCCUPATION.—The term 
‘construction occupation’ means an occupation 
defined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics as 
being within the construction industry for the 
purposes of publishing the Bureau’s workforce 
statistics. 

‘‘(5) DEPARTMENT.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided, the term ‘Department’ means the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

‘‘(6) ELIGIBLE OCCUPATION.—The term ‘eligible 
occupation’ means an eligible occupation de-
scribed in subsection (e)(3). 

‘‘(7) EMPLOYER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘employer’ means 

any person or entity hiring an individual for 
employment in the United States. 

‘‘(B) TREATMENT OF SINGLE EMPLOYER.—For 
purposes of determining the number of employ-
ees or United States workers employed by an 
employer, a single entity shall be treated as 1 
employer. 

‘‘(8) EXCLUDED GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION.—The 
term ‘excluded geographic location’ means an 
excluded geographic location described in sub-
section (f). 

‘‘(9) INITIAL W NONIMMIGRANT.—The term ‘ini-
tial W nonimmigrant’ means a certified alien 
issued a W nonimmigrant visa by the Secretary 
of State pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(W)(i) in 
order to seek initial admission to the United 
States to commence employment for a registered 
employer in a registered position subject to the 
numerical limit at section 220(g). 

‘‘(10) METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA.—The 
term ‘metropolitan statistical area’ means a geo-
graphic area designated as a metropolitan sta-
tistical area by the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. 

‘‘(11) REGISTERED EMPLOYER.—The term ‘reg-
istered employer’ means a nonagricultural em-
ployer that the Secretary has designated as a 
registered employer under subsection (d). 

‘‘(12) SECRETARY.—Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, the term ‘Secretary’ means 
the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

‘‘(13) SINGLE ENTITY.—The term ‘single entity’ 
means any group treated as a single employer 
under subsection (b), (c), (m), or (o) of section 
414 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(14) SHORTAGE OCCUPATION.—The term 
‘shortage occupation’ means a shortage occupa-
tion designated by the Commissioner pursuant 
to section 4701(d)(4) of the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996. 

‘‘(15) SMALL BUSINESS.—The term ‘small busi-
ness’ means an employer that employs 25 or 
fewer full-time equivalent employees. 

‘‘(16) UNITED STATES WORKER.—The term 
‘United States worker’ means an individual who 
is— 

‘‘(A) employed or seeking employment in the 
United States; and 

‘‘(B)(i) a national of the United States; 
‘‘(ii) an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 

residence; 
‘‘(iii) an alien in Registered Provisional Immi-

grant Status; or 

‘‘(iv) any other alien authorized to work in 
the United States with no limitation as to the 
alien’s employer. 

‘‘(17) W NONIMMIGRANT.—The term ‘W non-
immigrant’ means an alien admitted as a non-
immigrant pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(W)(i). 

‘‘(18) W NONIMMIGRANT VISA.—The term ‘W 
nonimmigrant visa’ means a visa issued to a cer-
tified alien by the Secretary of State pursuant to 
section 101(a)(15)(W)(i). 

‘‘(19) W VISA PROGRAM.—The term ‘W Visa 
Program’ means the program for the admission 
of nonimmigrant aliens described in section 
101(a)(15)(W)(i). 

‘‘(20) ZONE 1 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘zone 1 
occupation’ means an occupation that requires 
little or no preparation and is classified as a 
zone 1 occupation on— 

‘‘(A) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immi-
grant Responsibility Act of 1996; or 

‘‘(B) such Database or a similar successor 
database, as designated by the Secretary of 
Labor, after the date of the enactment of the Il-
legal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996. 

‘‘(21) ZONE 2 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘zone 2 
occupation’ means an occupation that requires 
some preparation and is classified as a zone 2 
occupation on— 

‘‘(A) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immi-
grant Responsibility Act of 1996; or 

‘‘(B) such Database or a similar successor 
database, as designated by the Secretary of 
Labor, after the date of the enactment of the Il-
legal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996. 

‘‘(22) ZONE 3 OCCUPATION.—The term ‘zone 3 
occupation’ means an occupation that requires 
medium preparation and is classified as a zone 
3 occupation on— 

‘‘(A) the Occupational Information Network 
Database (O*NET) on the date of the enactment 
of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immi-
grant Responsibility Act of 1996; or 

‘‘(B) such Database or a similar successor 
database, as designated by the Secretary of 
Labor, after the date of the enactment of the Il-
legal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996. 

‘‘(b) ADMISSION INTO THE UNITED STATES.— 
‘‘(1) W NONIMMIGRANTS.—Subject to this sec-

tion, a certified alien is eligible to be admitted to 
the United States as a W nonimmigrant if the 
alien is hired by a registered employer for em-
ployment in a registered position in a location 
that is not an excluded geographic location. 

‘‘(2) SPOUSE AND MINOR CHILDREN.—The— 
‘‘(A) alien spouse and minor children of a W 

nonimmigrant may be admitted to the United 
States pursuant to clause (ii) of section 
101(a)(15)(W) during the period of the principal 
W nonimmigrant’s admission; and 

‘‘(B) such alien spouse shall be— 
‘‘(i) authorized to engage in employment in 

the United States during such period of admis-
sion; and 

‘‘(ii) provided with an employment authoriza-
tion document, stamp, or other appropriate 
work permit. 

‘‘(c) W NONIMMIGRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) CERTIFIED ALIEN.— 
‘‘(A) APPLICATION.—An alien seeking to be a 

W nonimmigrant shall apply to the Secretary of 
State at a United States embassy or consulate in 
a foreign country to be a certified alien. 

‘‘(B) CRITERIA.—An alien is eligible to be a 
certified alien if the alien— 

‘‘(i) is not inadmissible under this Act; 
‘‘(ii) passes a criminal background check; 
‘‘(iii) agrees to accept only registered positions 

in the United States; and 
‘‘(iv) meets other criteria as established by the 

Secretary. 
‘‘(2) W NONIMMIGRANT STATUS.—Only an alien 

that is a certified alien may be admitted to the 
United States as a W nonimmigrant. 
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‘‘(3) INITIAL EMPLOYMENT.—A W non-

immigrant shall report to such nonimmigrant’s 
initial employment in a registered position not 
later than 14 days after such nonimmigrant is 
admitted to the United States. 

‘‘(4) TERM OF ADMISSION.— 
‘‘(A) INITIAL TERM.—A certified alien may be 

granted W nonimmigrant status for an initial 
period of 3 years. 

‘‘(B) RENEWAL.—A W nonimmigrant may 
renew his or her status as a W nonimmigrant for 
additional 3-year periods. Such a renewal may 
be made while the W nonimmigrant is in the 
United States and shall not require the alien to 
depart the United States. 

‘‘(5) PERIODS OF UNEMPLOYMENT.—A W non-
immigrant— 

‘‘(A) may be unemployed for a period of not 
more than 60 consecutive days; and 

‘‘(B) shall depart the United States if such W 
nonimmigrant is unable to obtain employment 
during such period. 

‘‘(6) TRAVEL.—A W nonimmigrant may travel 
outside the United States and be readmitted to 
the United States. Such travel may not extend 
the period of authorized admission of such W 
nonimmigrant. 

‘‘(d) REGISTERED EMPLOYER.— 
‘‘(1) APPLICATION.—An employer seeking to be 

a registered employer shall submit an applica-
tion to the Secretary. Each such application 
shall include the following: 

‘‘(A) Documentation to establish that the em-
ployer is a bona-fide employer. 

‘‘(B) The employer’s Federal tax identification 
number or employer identification number 
issued by the Internal Revenue Service. 

‘‘(C) The number of W nonimmigrants the em-
ployer estimates it will seek to employ annually. 

‘‘(2) REFERRAL FOR FRAUD INVESTIGATION.— 
The Secretary may refer an application sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) or subsection 
(e)(1)(A) to the Fraud Detection and National 
Security Directorate of U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services if there is evidence of fraud 
for potential investigation. 

‘‘(3) INELIGIBLE EMPLOYERS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

applicable penalties under law, the Secretary 
may deny an employer’s application to be a reg-
istered employer if the Secretary determines, 
after notice and an opportunity for a hearing, 
that the employer submitting such application— 

‘‘(i) has, with respect to the application re-
quired under paragraph (1), including any at-
testations required by law— 

‘‘(I) knowingly misrepresented a material fact; 
‘‘(II) knowingly made a fraudulent statement; 

or 
‘‘(III) knowingly failed to comply with the 

terms of such attestations; or 
‘‘(ii) failed to cooperate in the audit process in 

accordance with regulations promulgated by the 
Secretary; 

‘‘(iii) has been convicted of an offense set out 
in chapter 77 of title 18, United States Code, or 
any conspiracy to commit such offenses, or any 
human trafficking offense under State or terri-
torial law; 

‘‘(iv) has, within 2 years prior to the date of 
application— 

‘‘(I) received a final adjudication of having 
committed any hazardous occupation orders vio-
lation resulting in injury or death under the 
child labor provisions contained in section 12 of 
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 
211) and any pertinent regulation; 

‘‘(II) received a final adjudication assessing a 
civil money penalty for any repeated or willful 
violation of the minimum wage provisions of sec-
tion 6 of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 
(29 U.S.C. 206); or 

‘‘(III) received a final adjudication assessing 
a civil money penalty for any willful violation 
of the overtime provisions of section 7 of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 or any regula-
tions thereunder; or 

‘‘(v) has, within 2 years prior to the date of 
application, received a final adjudication for a 

willful violation or repeated serious violations 
involving injury or death— 

‘‘(I) of section 5 of the Occupational Safety 
and Health Act of 1970 (29 U.S.C. 654); 

‘‘(II) of any standard, rule, or order promul-
gated pursuant to section 6 of the Occupational 
Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 U.S.C. 655); or 

‘‘(III) of a plan approved under section 18 of 
the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 
(29 U.S.C. 667). 

‘‘(B) LENGTH OF INELIGIBILITY.— 
‘‘(i) TEMPORARY INELIGIBILITY.—An employer 

described in subparagraph (A) may be ineligible 
to be a registered employer for a period that is 
not less than the time period determined by the 
Secretary and not more than 3 years. 

‘‘(ii) PERMANENT INELIGIBILITY.—An employer 
who has been convicted of any offense set out in 
chapter 77 of title 18, United States Code, or any 
conspiracy to commit such offenses, or any 
human trafficking offense under State or terri-
torial law shall be permanently ineligible to be 
a registered employer. 

‘‘(4) TERM OF REGISTRATION.—The Secretary 
shall approve applications meeting the criteria 
of this subsection for a term of 3 years. 

‘‘(5) RENEWAL.—An employer may submit an 
application to renew the employer’s status as a 
registered employer for additional 3-year peri-
ods. 

‘‘(6) FEE.—At the time an employer’s applica-
tion to be a registered employer or to renew such 
status is approved, such employer shall pay a 
fee in an amount determined by the Secretary to 
be sufficient to cover the costs of the registry of 
such employers. 

‘‘(7) CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY.—Each registered 
employer shall submit to the Secretary an an-
nual report that demonstrates that the reg-
istered employer has provided the wages and 
working conditions the registered employer 
agreed to provide to its employees. 

‘‘(e) REGISTERED POSITIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) APPLICATION.—Each registered employer 

shall submit to the Secretary an application to 
designate a position for which the employer is 
seeking a W nonimmigrant as a registered posi-
tion. The Secretary is authorized to determine if 
the wage to be paid by the employer complies 
with subparagraph (B)(iv). Each such applica-
tion shall include a description of each such po-
sition. 

‘‘(B) ATTESTATION.—An application submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall include an attes-
tation of the following: 

‘‘(i) The number of full-time equivalent em-
ployees of the employer. 

‘‘(ii) The occupational category, as classified 
by the Secretary of Labor, for which the reg-
istered position is sought. 

‘‘(iii) Whether the occupation for which the 
registered position is sought is a shortage occu-
pation. 

‘‘(iv) Except as provided in subsection 
(g)(4)(C)(i), the wages to be paid to W non-
immigrants employed by the employer in the reg-
istered position, including a position in a short-
age occupation, will be the greater of— 

‘‘(I) the actual wage level paid by the em-
ployer to other employees with similar experi-
ence and qualifications for such position; or 

‘‘(II) the prevailing wage level for the occupa-
tional classification of the position in the metro-
politan statistical area of the employment, as 
determined by the Secretary, based on the best 
information available as of the time of filing the 
application. 

‘‘(v) The working conditions for W non-
immigrants will not adversely affect the working 
conditions of other workers employed in similar 
positions. 

‘‘(vi) The employer has carried out the re-
cruiting activities required by paragraph (2)(B). 

‘‘(vii) There is no qualified United States 
worker who has applied for the position and 
who is ready, willing, and able to fill such posi-
tion pursuant to the requirements in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C) of paragraph (2). 

‘‘(viii) There is not a strike, lockout, or work 
stoppage in the course of a labor dispute in the 
occupation at the place of employment at which 
the W nonimmigrant will be employed. If such 
strike, lockout, or work stoppage occurs fol-
lowing submission of the application, the em-
ployer will provide notification in accordance 
with all applicable regulations. 

‘‘(ix)(I) The employer has not laid off and will 
not layoff a United States worker during the pe-
riod beginning 90 days prior to and ending 90 
days after the date the employer files an appli-
cation for designation of a position for which 
the W nonimmigrant is sought or hires such W 
nonimmigrant, unless the employer has notified 
such United States worker of the position and 
documented the legitimate reasons that such 
United States worker is not qualified or avail-
able for the position. 

‘‘(II) A United States worker is not laid off for 
purposes of this subparagraph if, at the time 
such worker’s employment is terminated, such 
worker is not employed in the same occupation 
and in the same metropolitan statistical area 
where the registered position referred to in sub-
clause (I) is located. 

‘‘(C) BEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE.—In sub-
paragraph (B)(iv)(II), the term ‘best information 
available’, with respect to determining the pre-
vailing wage for a position, means— 

‘‘(i) a controlling collective bargaining agree-
ment or Federal contract wage, if applicable; 

‘‘(ii) if there is no applicable wage under 
clause (i), the wage level commensurate with the 
experience, training, and supervision required 
for the job based on Bureau of Labor Statistics 
data; or 

‘‘(iii) if the data referred to in clause (ii) is 
not available, a legitimate and recent private 
survey of the wages paid for such positions in 
the metropolitan statistical area. 

‘‘(D) PERMIT.—The Secretary shall provide 
each registered employer whose application sub-
mitted under subparagraph (A) is approved with 
a permit that includes the number and descrip-
tion of such employer’s approved registered posi-
tions. 

‘‘(E) TERM OF REGISTRATION.—The approval 
of a registered position under subparagraph (A) 
is for a term that begins on the date of such ap-
proval and ends on the earlier of— 

‘‘(i) the date the employer’s status as a reg-
istered employer is terminated; 

‘‘(ii) 3 years after the date of such approval; 
or 

‘‘(iii) upon proper termination of the reg-
istered position by the employer. 

‘‘(F) REGISTRY OF REGISTERED POSITIONS.— 
‘‘(i) MAINTENANCE OF REGISTRY.—The Sec-

retary shall develop and maintain a registry of 
approved registered positions for which the Sec-
retary has issued a permit under subparagraph 
(D). 

‘‘(ii) AVAILABILITY ON WEBSITE.—The registry 
required by clause (i) shall be accessible on a 
website maintained by the Secretary. 

‘‘(iii) AVAILABILITY ON STATE WORKFORCE 
AGENCY WEBSITES.—Each State workforce agen-
cy shall be linked to such registry and provide 
access to such registry through the website 
maintained by such agency. 

‘‘(iv) CONDITIONS OF AVAILABILITY ON 
WEBSITE.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Each approved registered 
position for which the Secretary has issued a 
permit shall be included in the registry of reg-
istered positions maintained by the Secretary 
and shall remain available for viewing on such 
registry throughout the term of registration re-
ferred to in subparagraph (E) or paragraph (5). 

‘‘(II) INDICATION OF VACANCY.—The Secretary 
shall ensure that such registry indicates wheth-
er each approved registered position in the reg-
istry is filled or unfilled. 

‘‘(III) REQUIREMENT FOR 10-DAY POSTING.—If 
a W nonimmigrant’s employment in a registered 
position ends, either voluntarily or involun-
tarily, the Secretary shall ensure that such reg-
istry indicates that the registered position is un-
filled for a period of 10 calendar days, unless 
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such registered position is filled by a United 
States worker. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) ELIGIBLE OCCUPATION.—Each registered 

position shall be for a position in an eligible oc-
cupation as described in paragraph (3). 

‘‘(B) RECRUITMENT OF UNITED STATES WORK-
ERS.— 

‘‘(i) REQUIREMENTS.—A position may not be a 
registered position unless the registered em-
ployer— 

‘‘(I) advertises the position for a period of 30 
days, including the wage range, location, and 
proposed start date— 

‘‘(aa) on the Internet website maintained by 
the Secretary of Labor for the purpose of such 
advertising; and 

‘‘(bb) with the workforce agency of the State 
where the position will be located; and 

‘‘(II) except as provided for in subsection 
(g)(4)(B)(i), carries out not less than 3 of the re-
cruiting activities described in subparagraph 
(C). 

‘‘(ii) DURATION OF ADVERTISING.—The 30 day 
periods required by item (aa) of (bb) of clause 
(i)(I) may occur at the same time. 

‘‘(C) RECRUITING ACTIVITIES.—The recruiting 
activities described in this subparagraph, with 
respect to a position for which the employer is 
seeking a W nonimmigrant, shall consist of any 
combination of the following as defined by the 
Secretary of Homeland Security: 

‘‘(i) Advertising such position at job fairs. 
‘‘(ii) Advertising such position on the employ-

er’s external website. 
‘‘(iii) Advertising such position on job search 

Internet websites. 
‘‘(iv) Advertising such position using presen-

tations or postings at vocational, career tech-
nical schools, community colleges, high schools, 
or other educational or training sites. 

‘‘(v) Posting such position with trade associa-
tions. 

‘‘(vi) Utilizing a search firm to seek applicants 
for such position. 

‘‘(vii) Advertising such position through re-
cruitment programs with placement offices at 
vocational schools, career technical schools, 
community colleges, high schools, or other edu-
cational or training sites. 

‘‘(viii) Advertising such position through ad-
vertising or postings with local libraries, jour-
nals, or newspapers. 

‘‘(ix) Seeking a candidate for such position 
through an employee referral program with in-
centives. 

‘‘(x) Advertising such position on radio or tel-
evision. 

‘‘(xi) Advertising such position through adver-
tising, postings, or presentations with news-
papers, Internet websites, job fairs, or commu-
nity events targeted to constituencies designed 
to increase employee diversity. 

‘‘(xii) Advertising such position through ca-
reer day presentations at local high schools or 
community organizations. 

‘‘(xiii) Providing in-house training. 
‘‘(xiv) Providing third-party training. 
‘‘(xv) Advertising such position through re-

cruitment, educational, or other cooperative 
programs offered by the employer and a local 
economic development authority. 

‘‘(xvi) Advertising such position twice in the 
Sunday ads in the primary daily circulation 
newspaper in the area. 

‘‘(xvii) Any other recruitment activities deter-
mined to be appropriate to be added by the Com-
missioner. 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBLE OCCUPATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An occupation is an eligi-

ble occupation if the occupation— 
‘‘(i) is a zone 1 occupation, a zone 2 occupa-

tion, or zone 3 occupation; and 
‘‘(ii) is not an excluded occupation under sub-

paragraph (B). 
‘‘(B) EXCLUDED OCCUPATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) OCCUPATIONS REQUIRING COLLEGE DE-

GREES.—An occupation that is listed in the Oc-

cupational Outlook Handbook published by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics (or similar successor 
publication) that is classified as requiring an in-
dividual with a bachelor’s degree or higher level 
of education may not be an eligible occupation. 

‘‘(ii) COMPUTER OCCUPATIONS.—An occupation 
in the field of computer operation, computer 
programming, or computer repair may not be an 
eligible occupation. 

‘‘(C) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary of Labor 
shall publish the eligible occupations, des-
ignated as zone 1 occupations, zone 2 occupa-
tions, or zone 3 occupations, on an on-going 
basis on a publicly available website. 

‘‘(4) FILLING OF VACANCIES.—If a W non-
immigrant’s employment in a registered position 
ends, such employer may fill that vacancy— 

‘‘(A) by hiring a United States worker; or 
‘‘(B) after the 10 calendar day posting period 

in subsection (e)(1)(F)(iv)(III) by hiring— 
‘‘(i) a W nonimmigrant; or 
‘‘(ii) if available under subsection (g)(4), a 

certified alien. 
‘‘(5) PERIOD OF APPROVAL.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

paragraph (B), a registered position shall be ap-
proved by the Secretary for a period of 3 years. 

‘‘(B) RETURNING W NONIMMIGRANTS.— 
‘‘(i) EXTENSION OF PERIOD.—A registered posi-

tion shall continue to be a registered position at 
the end of the 3-year period referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) if the W nonimmigrant hired for 
such position is the beneficiary of a petition for 
immigrant status filed by the registered em-
ployer pursuant to this Act or is returning to 
the same registered employer. 

‘‘(ii) TERMINATION OF PERIOD.—The term of a 
registration position extended under clause (i) 
shall terminate on the date that is the earlier 
of— 

‘‘(I) the date an application or petition by or 
for a W nonimmigrant to obtain immigrant sta-
tus is approved or denied by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(II) the date of the termination of such W 
nonimmigrant’s employment with the registered 
employer. 

‘‘(6) FEES.— 
‘‘(A) REGISTRATION FEE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—At the time a W non-

immigrant commences employment in the reg-
istered position for a registered employer, such 
employer shall pay a registration fee in an 
amount determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) USE OF FEE.—A fee collected under 
clause (i) shall be used to fund any aspect of the 
operation of the W Visa Program. 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL FEE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the fee re-

quired by subparagraph (A), a registered em-
ployer, at the time a W nonimmigrant com-
mences employment in the registered position for 
the registered employer, shall pay an additional 
fee for each such approved registered position as 
follows: 

‘‘(I) A fee of $1,750 for the registered position 
if the registered employer, at the time of filing 
the application for the registered position, is a 
small business and more than 50 percent and 
less than 75 percent of the employees of the reg-
istered employer are not United States workers. 

‘‘(II) A fee of $3,500 for the registered position 
if the registered employer, at the time of filing 
the application for the registered position, is a 
small business and more than 75 percent of the 
employees of the registered employer are not 
United States workers. 

‘‘(III) A fee of $3,500 for the registered posi-
tion if the registered employer, at the time of fil-
ing the application for the registered position, is 
not a small business and more than 15 percent 
and less than 30 percent of the employees of the 
registered employer are not United States work-
ers. 

‘‘(ii) USE OF FEE.—A fee collected under 
clause (i) shall be used to fund the operations of 
the Bureau. 

‘‘(C) PROHIBITION ON OTHER FEES.—A reg-
istered employer may not be required to pay an 

additional fee other than any fees specified in 
this Act if the registered employer is a small 
business. 

‘‘(7) PROHIBITION ON REGISTERED POSITIONS 
FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYERS.—The Secretary may 
not approve an application for a registered posi-
tion for an employer if the employer is not a 
small business and 30 percent or more of the em-
ployees of the employer are not United States 
workers. 

‘‘(f) EXCLUDED GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION.—No 
application for a registered position filed by a 
registered employer for an eligible occupation 
may be approved if the registered position is lo-
cated in a metropolitan statistical area that has 
an unemployment rate that is more than 81⁄2 per-
cent as reported in the most recent month pre-
ceding the date that the application is submitted 
to the Secretary unless— 

‘‘(1) the Commissioner has identified the eligi-
ble occupation as a shortage occupation; or 

‘‘(2) the Secretary approves the registered po-
sition under subsection (g)(4). 

‘‘(g) NUMERICAL LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(1) REGISTERED POSITIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (3) 

and (4), the maximum number of registered posi-
tions that may be approved by the Secretary for 
a year is as follows: 

‘‘(i) For the first year aliens are admitted as 
W nonimmigrants, 20,000. 

‘‘(ii) For the second such year, 35,000. 
‘‘(iii) For the third such year, 55,000. 
‘‘(iv) For the fourth such year, 75,000. 
‘‘(v) For each year after the fourth such year, 

the level calculated for that year under para-
graph (2). 

‘‘(B) DATES.—The first year referred to in sub-
paragraph (A)(i) shall begin on April 1, 2015, 
and end on March 31, 2016, unless the Secretary 
determines that such first year shall begin on 
October 1, 2015, and end on September 30, 2016. 

‘‘(2) YEARS AFTER YEAR 4.— 
‘‘(A) CURRENT YEAR AND PRECEDING YEAR.—In 

this paragraph— 
‘‘(i) the term ‘current year’ shall refer to the 

12-month period for which the calculation of the 
numerical limits under this paragraph is being 
performed; and 

‘‘(ii) the term ‘preceding year’ shall refer to 
the 12-month period immediately preceding the 
current year. 

‘‘(B) NUMERICAL LIMITATION.—Subject to sub-
paragraph (D), the number of registered posi-
tions that may be approved by the Secretary for 
a year after the fourth year referred to in para-
graph (1)(A)(iv) shall be equal to the sum of— 

‘‘(i) the number of such registered positions 
available under this paragraph for the pre-
ceding year; and 

‘‘(ii) the product of— 
‘‘(I) the number of such registered positions 

available under this paragraph for the pre-
ceding year; multiplied by 

‘‘(II) the index for the current year calculated 
under subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(C) INDEX.—The index calculated under this 
subparagraph for a current year equals the sum 
of— 

‘‘(i) one-fifth of a fraction— 
‘‘(I) the numerator of which is the number of 

registered positions that registered employers 
applied to have approved under subsection (e)(1) 
for the preceding year minus the number of reg-
istered positions approved under subsection (e) 
for the preceding year; and 

‘‘(II) the denominator of which is the number 
of registered positions approved under sub-
section (e) for the preceding year; 

‘‘(ii) one-fifth of a fraction— 
‘‘(I) the numerator of which is the number of 

registered positions the Commissioner rec-
ommends be available under this subparagraph 
for the current year minus the number of reg-
istered positions available under this subsection 
for the preceding year; and 

‘‘(II) the denominator of which is the number 
of registered positions available under this sub-
section for the preceding year; 
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‘‘(iii) three-tenths of a fraction— 
‘‘(I) the numerator of which is the number of 

unemployed United States workers for the pre-
ceding year minus the number of unemployed 
United States workers for the current year; and 

‘‘(II) the denominator of which is the number 
of unemployed United States workers for the 
preceding year; and 

‘‘(iv) three-tenths of a fraction— 
‘‘(I) the numerator of which is the number of 

job openings as set out in the Job Openings and 
Labor Turnover Survey of the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics for the current year minus such num-
ber of job openings for the preceding year; and 

‘‘(II) the denominator of which is the number 
of such job openings for the preceding year; 

‘‘(D) MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM LEVELS.—The 
number of registered positions calculated under 
subparagraph (B) for a 12-month period may 
not be less than 20,000 nor more than 200,000. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL REGISTERED POSITIONS FOR 
SHORTAGE OCCUPATIONS.—In addition to the 
number of registered positions made available 
for a year under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall make available for a year an additional 
number of registered positions for shortage occu-
pations in a particular metropolitan statistical 
area. 

‘‘(4) SPECIAL ALLOCATIONS OF REGISTERED PO-
SITIONS.— 

‘‘(A) AUTHORITY TO MAKE AVAILABLE.—In ad-
dition to the number of registered positions 
made available for a year under paragraph (1) 
or (3), the Secretary shall make additional reg-
istered positions available for the year for a spe-
cific registered employer as described in this 
paragraph, if— 

‘‘(i) the maximum number of registered posi-
tions available under paragraph (1) have been 
approved for the year and none remain avail-
able for allocation; or 

‘‘(ii) such registered employer is located in a 
metropolitan statistical area that has an unem-
ployment rate that is more than 81⁄2 percent as 
reported in the most recent month preceding the 
date that the application is submitted to the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(B) RECRUITMENT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), an initial W nonimmigrant may only 
enter the United States for initial employment 
pursuant to a special allocation under this 
paragraph if the registered employer has carried 
out at least 7 of the recruiting activities de-
scribed in subsection (e)(2)(C). 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENT TO RECRUIT W NON-
IMMIGRANTS IN THE UNITED STATES.—A reg-
istered employer may register a position pursu-
ant to a special allocation under this paragraph 
by conducting at least 3 of the recruiting activi-
ties described in subsection (e)(2)(C), however a 
position registered pursuant to this clause may 
not be filled by an initial W nonimmigrant en-
tering the United States for initial employment. 

‘‘(iii) 30 DAY POSTING.— 
‘‘(I) REQUIREMENT.—Any registered employer 

registering any position under the special allo-
cation authority shall post the position, includ-
ing the wage range, location, and initial date of 
employment, for not less than 30 days— 

‘‘(aa) on the Internet website maintained by 
the Secretary of Labor for the purpose of such 
advertising; and 

‘‘(bb) with the workforce agency of the State 
where the position will be located. 

‘‘(II) CONTEMPORANEOUS POSTING.—The 30 
day periods required by items (aa) and (bb) of 
subclause (I) may occur at the same time. 

‘‘(C) WAGES.— 
‘‘(i) INITIAL W NONIMMIGRANTS.—An initial W 

nonimmigrant entering the United States for ini-
tial employment pursuant to a registered posi-
tion made available under this paragraph may 
not be paid less than the greater of— 

‘‘(I) the level 4 wage set out in the Foreign 
Labor Certification Data Center Online Wage 
Library (or similar successor website) main-
tained by the Secretary of Labor for such occu-
pation in that metropolitan statistical area; or 

‘‘(II) the mean of the highest two-thirds of 
wages surveyed for such occupation in that met-
ropolitan statistical area. 

‘‘(ii) OTHER W NONIMMIGRANTS.—A W non-
immigrant employed in a registered position re-
ferred to in subsection (g)(4)(B)(ii) may not be 
paid less than the wages required under sub-
section (e)(1)(B)(iv). 

‘‘(D) REDUCTION OF FUTURE REGISTERED POSI-
TIONS.—Each registered position made available 
for a year subject to the wage conditions of sub-
paragraph (C)(i) shall reduce by 1 the number of 
registered positions made available under para-
graph (g)(1) for the following year or the ear-
liest possible year for which a registered position 
is available. The limitation contained in sub-
section (h)(4) shall not be reduced by any reg-
istered position made available under this para-
graph. 

‘‘(h) ALLOCATION OF REGISTERED POSITIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) FIRST 6-MONTH PERIOD.—The number of 

registered positions available for the 6-month 
period beginning on the first day of a year is 50 
percent of the maximum number of registered 
positions available for such year under para-
graph (1) or (2) of subsection (g). Such reg-
istered positions shall be allocated as described 
in this subsection. 

‘‘(B) SECOND 6-MONTH PERIOD.—The number 
of registered positions available for the 6-month 
period ending on the last day of a year is the 
maximum number of registered positions avail-
able for such year under paragraph (1) or (2) of 
subsection (g) minus the number of registered 
positions approved during the 6-month period 
referred to in subsection (A). Such registered po-
sitions shall be allocated as described in this 
subsection. 

‘‘(2) SHORTAGE OCCUPATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For the first month of each 

6-month period referred to in subparagraph (A) 
or (B) of paragraph (1) a registered position may 
not be created in an occupation that is not a 
shortage occupation. 

‘‘(B) INITIAL DESIGNATIONS.—Subparagraph 
(A) shall not apply in any period for which the 
Commissioner has not designated any shortage 
occupations. 

‘‘(3) SMALL BUSINESSES.—During the second, 
third, and fourth months of each 6-month pe-
riod referred to in subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
paragraph (1), one-third of the number of reg-
istered positions allocated for such period shall 
be approved only for a registered employer that 
is a small business. Any such registered posi-
tions not approved for such small businesses 
during such months shall be available for any 
registered employer during the last 2 months of 
each such 6-month period. 

‘‘(4) ANIMAL PRODUCTION SUBSECTORS.—In ad-
dition to the number of registered positions 
made available for a year under paragraph (1) 
or (3) of such section (g), the Secretary shall 
make additional registered positions available 
for the year for occupations designated by the 
Secretary of Labor as Animal Production Sub-
sectors. The numerical limitation for such addi-
tional registered positions shall be no more than 
10 percent of the annual numerical limitation 
provided for in such paragraph (1). 

‘‘(5) LIMITATION FOR CONSTRUCTION OCCUPA-
TIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 
(B), not more than 33 percent of the registered 
positions made available under paragraph (1) or 
(2) of subsection (g) for a year may be granted 
to perform work in a construction occupation. 

‘‘(B) MAXIMUM LEVEL.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (A), the number of registered posi-
tions granted to perform work in a construction 
occupation under subsection (g)(1) may not ex-
ceed 15,000 for a year and 7,500 for any 6-month 
period. 

‘‘(C) PROHIBITION FOR OCCUPATIONS WITH 
HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A registered employer may 
not hire a certified alien for a registered position 

to perform work in a construction occupation if 
the unemployment rate for construction occupa-
tions in the corresponding occupational job zone 
in that metropolitan statistical area was more 
than 81⁄2 percent. 

‘‘(ii) DETERMINATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATE.—The unemployment rate used in clause 
(i) shall be determined— 

‘‘(I) using the most recent survey taken by the 
Bureau; or 

‘‘(II) if a survey referred to in subclause (I) is 
not available, using a recent and legitimate pri-
vate survey. 

‘‘(i) PORTABILITY.—A W nonimmigrant who is 
admitted to the United States for employment by 
a registered employer may— 

‘‘(1) terminate such employment for any rea-
son; and 

‘‘(2) seek and accept employment with another 
registered employer in any other registered posi-
tion within the terms and conditions of the W 
nonimmigrant’s visa. 

‘‘(j) PROMOTION.—A registered employer may 
promote a W nonimmigrant if the W non-
immigrant has been employed with that em-
ployer for a period of not less than 12 months. 
Such a promotion shall not increase the total 
number of registered positions available to that 
employer. 

‘‘(k) PROHIBITION ON OUTPLACEMENT.—A reg-
istered employer may not place, outsource, 
lease, or otherwise contract for the services or 
placement of a W nonimmigrant employee with 
another employer if more than 15 percent of the 
employees of the registered employer are W non-
immigrants. 

‘‘(l) W NONIMMIGRANT PROTECTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) APPLICABILITY OF LAWS.—A W non-

immigrant shall not be denied any right or any 
remedy under Federal, State, or local labor or 
employment law that would be applicable to a 
United States worker employed in a similar posi-
tion with the employer because of the alien’s 
status as a nonimmigrant worker. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER OF RIGHTS PROHIBITED.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A W nonimmigrant may 

not be required to waive any substantive rights 
or protections under this Act. 

‘‘(B) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing under this 
paragraph may be construed to affect the inter-
pretation of any other law. 

‘‘(3) PROHIBITION ON TREATMENT AS INDE-
PENDENT CONTRACTORS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law— 

‘‘(i) a W nonimmigrant is prohibited from 
being treated as an independent contractor 
under any Federal or State law; and 

‘‘(ii) no person, including an employer or 
labor contractor and any persons who are affili-
ated with or contract with an employer or labor 
contractor, may treat a W nonimmigrant as an 
independent contractor. 

‘‘(B) CONSTRUCTION.—Subparagraph (A) may 
not be construed to prevent registered employers 
who operate as independent contractors from 
employing W nonimmigrants. 

‘‘(4) PAYMENT OF FEES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A fee related to the hiring 

of a W nonimmigrant required to be paid by an 
employer under this Act shall be paid by the em-
ployer and may not be deducted from the wages 
or other compensation paid to a W non-
immigrant. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUDED COSTS.—The cost of round 
trip transportation from a certified alien’s home 
to the location of a registered position and the 
cost of obtaining a foreign passport are not fees 
required to be paid by the employer. 

‘‘(5) TAX RESPONSIBILITIES.—An employer 
shall comply with all applicable Federal, State, 
and local tax laws with respect to each W non-
immigrant employed by the employer. 

‘‘(6) PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES.—It shall be un-
lawful for an employer of a W nonimmigrant to 
intimidate, threaten, restrain, coerce, retaliate, 
discharge, or in any other manner, discriminate 
against an employee or former employee because 
the employee or former employee— 
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‘‘(A) discloses information to the employer or 

any other person that the employee or former 
employee reasonably believes demonstrates a 
violation of this section; or 

‘‘(B) cooperates or seeks to cooperate in an in-
vestigation or other proceeding concerning com-
pliance with the requirements of this section. 

‘‘(m) COMPLAINT PROCESS.—The Secretary 
shall establish a process for the receipt, inves-
tigation, and disposition of complaints by an ag-
grieved applicant, employee, or nonimmigrant 
(or a person acting on behalf of such applicant, 
employee, or nonimmigrant) with respect to— 

‘‘(1) the failure of a registered employer to 
meet a condition of this section; or 

‘‘(2) the lay off or nonhiring of a United 
States worker as prohibited under this section. 

‘‘(n) ENFORCEMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

mulgate regulations for the receipt, investiga-
tion, and disposition of complaints by an ag-
grieved W nonimmigrant respecting a violation 
of this section. 

‘‘(2) FILING DEADLINE.—No investigation or 
hearing shall be conducted on a complaint con-
cerning a violation under this section unless the 
complaint was filed not later than 6 months 
after the date of such violation. 

‘‘(3) REASONABLE BASIS.—The Secretary shall 
conduct an investigation under this subsection 
if there is reasonable basis to believe that a vio-
lation of this section has occurred. The process 
established under this subsection shall provide 
that, not later than 30 days after a complaint is 
filed, the Secretary shall determine if there is 
reasonable cause to find such a violation. 

‘‘(4) NOTICE AND HEARING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the Secretary makes a determination of 
reasonable basis under paragraph (3), the Sec-
retary shall issue a notice to the interested par-
ties and offer an opportunity for a hearing on 
the complaint, in accordance with section 556 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(B) HEARING DEADLINE.—Not later than 60 
days after the date of a hearing under this 
paragraph, the Secretary shall make a finding 
on the matter. 

‘‘(5) ATTORNEY’S FEES.— 
‘‘(A) AWARD.—A complainant who prevails in 

an action under this subsection with respect to 
a claim related to wages or compensation for 
employment, or a claim for a violation of sub-
section (l) or (m), shall be entitled to an award 
of reasonable attorney’s fees and costs. 

‘‘(B) FRIVOLOUS COMPLAINTS.—A complainant 
who files a frivolous complaint for an improper 
purpose under this subsection shall be liable for 
the reasonable attorney’s fees and costs of the 
person named in the complaint. 

‘‘(6) POWER OF THE SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary may bring an action in any court of com-
petent jurisdiction— 

‘‘(A) to seek remedial action, including in-
junctive relief; 

‘‘(B) to recover the damages described in this 
subsection and subsection (o); or 

‘‘(C) to ensure compliance with terms and con-
ditions described in subsection (l)(6). 

‘‘(7) OTHER RIGHTS OF EMPLOYEES.—The 
rights and remedies provided to W non-
immigrants under this section are in addition to 
any other contractual or statutory rights and 
remedies of the workers, and are not intended to 
alter or affect such rights and remedies. 

‘‘(o) PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If, after notice and an op-

portunity for a hearing, the Secretary finds a 
violation of this section, the Secretary may im-
pose administrative remedies and penalties, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(A) back wages; 
‘‘(B) benefits; and 
‘‘(C) civil monetary penalties. 
‘‘(2) CIVIL PENALTIES.—The Secretary may im-

pose, as a civil penalty— 
‘‘(A) for a violation of this subsection— 
‘‘(i) a fine in an amount not more than $2,000 

per violation per affected worker and $4,000 per 

violation per affected worker for each subse-
quent violation; 

‘‘(ii) if the violation was willful, a fine in an 
amount not more than $5,000 per violation per 
affected worker; and 

‘‘(iii) if the violation was willful and if in the 
course of such violation a United States worker 
was harmed, a fine in an amount not more than 
$25,000 per violation per affected worker; or 

‘‘(B) for knowingly failing to materially com-
ply with the terms of representations made in 
petitions, applications, certifications, or attesta-
tions under this section— 

‘‘(i) a fine in an amount not more than $4,000 
per aggrieved worker; and 

‘‘(ii) upon the occasion of a third offense of 
failure to comply with representations, a fine in 
an amount not to exceed $5,000 per affected 
worker and designation as an ineligible em-
ployer, recruiter, or broker for purposes of any 
immigrant or nonimmigrant program. 

‘‘(3) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Any person who 
knowingly misrepresents the number of full-time 
equivalent employees of an employer or the 
number of employees of a person who are United 
States workers for the purpose of reducing a fee 
under subsection (e)(6) or avoiding the limita-
tion in subsection (e)(7), shall be fined in ac-
cordance with title 18, United States Code, in an 
amount up to $25,000 or imprisoned not more 
than 1 year, or both. 

‘‘(p) MONITORING.— 
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT TO MONITOR.—The Sec-

retary shall monitor the movement of W non-
immigrants in registered positions through— 

‘‘(A) the Employment Verification System de-
scribed in section 274A(d); and 

‘‘(B) the electronic monitoring system de-
scribed in paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) ELECTRONIC MONITORING SYSTEM.— 
‘‘(A) REQUIREMENT FOR SYSTEM.—The Sec-

retary, through U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services, shall implement an electronic 
monitoring system to monitor presence and em-
ployment of W nonimmigrants, including a re-
quirement that registered employers update the 
system when W nonimmigrants start and end 
employment in registered positions. 

‘‘(B) SYSTEM DESCRIPTION.—Such system shall 
be modeled on the Student and Exchange Visitor 
Information System (SEVIS) and SEVIS II 
tracking system of U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement. 

‘‘(C) INTERACTION WITH REGISTRY.—Such sys-
tem shall interact with the registry referred to in 
subsection (e)(1)(F) to ensure that the Secretary 
designates and updates approved registered po-
sitions as being filled or unfilled.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of contents in the first section (8 U.S.C. 
1101 et seq.) is amended by adding after the item 
relating to section 219 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 220. Admission of W nonimmigrant work-

ers.’’. 
Subtitle H—Investing in New Venture, 

Entrepreneurial Startups, and Technologies 
SEC. 4801. NONIMMIGRANT INVEST VISAS. 

(a) INVEST NONIMMIGRANT CATEGORY.—Sec-
tion 101(a)(15) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)), as amend-
ed by sections 2231, 2308, 2309, 3201, 4402, 4504, 
4601, and 4702, is further amended by inserting 
after subparagraph (W) the following: 

‘‘(X) in accordance with the definitions in sec-
tion 203(b)(6)(A), a qualified entrepreneur who 
has demonstrated that, during the 3-year period 
ending on the date on which the alien filed an 
initial petition for nonimmigrant status de-
scribed in this clause— 

‘‘(i) a qualified venture capitalist, a qualified 
super angel investor, a qualified government en-
tity, a qualified community development finan-
cial institution, qualified startup accelerator, or 
such other type of entity or investors, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, or any combination of 
such entities or investors, has made a qualified 
investment or combination of qualified invest-
ments of not less than $100,000 in total in the 
alien’s United States business entity; or 

‘‘(ii) the alien’s United States business entity 
has created no fewer than 3 qualified jobs and 
during the 2-year period ending on such date 
has generated not less than $250,000 in annual 
revenue arising from business conducted in the 
United States; or’’. 

(b) ADMISSION OF INVEST NONIMMIGRANTS.— 
Section 214 (8 U.S.C. 1184), as amended by sec-
tions 3608, 4232, 4405, 4503, 4504, 4602, 4605, and 
4606, is further amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(aa) INVEST NONIMMIGRANT VISAS.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—The definitions in section 

203(b)(6)(A) apply to this subsection. 
‘‘(2) INITIAL PERIOD OF AUTHORIZED ADMIS-

SION.—The initial period of authorized status as 
a nonimmigrant described in section 
101(a)(15)(X) shall be for an initial 3-year pe-
riod. 

‘‘(3) RENEWAL OF ADMISSION.—Subject to 
paragraph (4), the initial period of authorized 
nonimmigrant status described in paragraph (2) 
may be renewed for additional 3-year periods if 
during the most recent 3-year period that the 
alien was granted such status— 

‘‘(A) the alien’s United States business entity 
has created no fewer than 3 qualified jobs and 
a qualified venture capitalist, a qualified super 
angel investor, a qualified government entity, a 
qualified community development financial in-
stitution, qualified startup accelerator, or such 
other type of entity or investors, as determined 
by the Secretary, or any combination of such 
entities or investors, has made a qualified in-
vestment or combination of qualified invest-
ments of not less than $250,000 in total to the 
alien’s United States business entity; or 

‘‘(B) the alien’s United States business entity 
has created no fewer than 3 qualified jobs and, 
during the 2-year period ending on the date that 
the alien petitioned for an extension, has gen-
erated not less than $250,000 in annual revenue 
arising from business conducted within the 
United States. 

‘‘(4) WAIVER OF RENEWAL REQUIREMENTS.— 
The Secretary may renew an alien’s status as a 
nonimmigrant described in section 101(a)(15)(X) 
for not more than 1 year at a time, up to an ag-
gregate of 2 years if the alien— 

‘‘(A) does not meet the criteria under para-
graph (3); and 

‘‘(B) meets the criteria established by the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Commerce, for approving renewals under this 
subsection, which shall include a finding that— 

‘‘(i) the alien has made substantial progress in 
meeting such criteria; and 

‘‘(ii) such renewal is economically beneficial 
to the United States. 

‘‘(5) ATTESTATION.—The Secretary may re-
quire an alien seeking status as a nonimmigrant 
described in section 101(a)(15)(X) to attest, 
under penalty of perjury, that the alien meets 
the application criteria. 

‘‘(6) X–1 VISA FEE.—In addition to processing 
fees, the Secretary shall collect a $1,000 fee from 
each nonimmigrant admitted under section 
101(a)(15)(X). Fees collected under this para-
graph shall be deposited into the Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a)(1) of the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996.’’. 
SEC. 4802. INVEST IMMIGRANT VISA. 

Section 203(b) (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)) is amended— 
(1) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-

graph (7); and 
(2) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(6) INVEST IMMIGRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph, section 

101(a)(15)(X), and section 214(s): 
‘‘(i) QUALIFIED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FI-

NANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The term ‘qualified com-
munity development financial institution’ is de-
fined as provided under section 1805.201 45D(c) 
of title 12, Code of Federal Regulations, or any 
similar successor regulations. 
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‘‘(ii) QUALIFIED ENTREPRENEUR.—The term 

‘qualified entrepreneur’ means an individual 
who— 

‘‘(I) has a significant ownership interest, 
which need not constitute a majority interest, in 
a United States business entity; 

‘‘(II) is employed in a senior executive posi-
tion of such United States business entity; 

‘‘(III) submits a business plan to U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services; and 

‘‘(IV) had a substantial role in the founding 
or early-stage growth and development of such 
United States business entity. 

‘‘(iii) QUALIFIED GOVERNMENT ENTITY.—The 
term ‘qualified government entity’ means an 
agency or instrumentality of the United States 
or of a State, local, or tribal government. 

‘‘(iv) QUALIFIED INVESTMENT.—The term 
‘qualified investment’— 

‘‘(I) means an investment in a qualified entre-
preneur’s United States business entity that is— 

‘‘(aa) a purchase from the United States busi-
ness entity or equity or convertible debt issued 
by such entity; 

‘‘(bb) a secured loan; 
‘‘(cc) a convertible debt note; 
‘‘(dd) a public securities offering; 
‘‘(ee) a research and development award from 

a qualified government entity to the United 
States entity; 

‘‘(ff) other investment determined appropriate 
by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(gg) a combination of the investments de-
scribed in items (aa) through (ff); and 

‘‘(II) may not include an investment from 
such qualified entrepreneur, the parents, 
spouse, son, or daughter of such qualified entre-
preneur, or from any corporation, company, as-
sociation, firm, partnership, society, or joint 
stock company over which such qualified entre-
preneur has a substantial ownership interest. 

‘‘(v) QUALIFIED JOB.—The term ‘qualified job’ 
means a full-time position of a United States 
business entity owned by a qualified entre-
preneur that— 

‘‘(I) is located in the United States; 
‘‘(II) has been filled for at least 2 years by an 

individual who is not the qualified entrepreneur 
or the spouse, son, or daughter of the qualified 
entrepreneur; and 

‘‘(III) pays a wage that is not less than 250 
percent of the Federal minimum wage. 

‘‘(vi) QUALIFIED STARTUP ACCELERATOR.—The 
term ‘qualified startup accelerator’ means a cor-
poration, company, association, firm, partner-
ship, society, or joint stock company that— 

‘‘(I) is organized under the laws of the United 
States or any State and conducts business in the 
United States; 

‘‘(II) in the ordinary course of business, pro-
vides a program of training, mentorship, and 
logistical support to assist entrepreneurs in 
growing their businesses; 

‘‘(III) is managed by individuals, the majority 
of whom are citizens of the United States or 
aliens lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence; 

‘‘(IV)(aa) regularly acquires an equity interest 
in companies that participate in its programs, 
where the majority of the capital so invested is 
committed from individuals who are United 
States citizens or aliens lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence, or from entities organized 
under the laws of the United States or any 
State; or 

‘‘(bb) is an entity that has received not less 
than $250,000 in funding from a qualified gov-
ernment entity or entities during the previous 5 
years and regularly makes grants to companies 
that participate in its programs (in which case, 
such grant shall be treated as a qualified invest-
ment for purposes of clause (iv)); 

‘‘(V) during the previous 5 years, has acquired 
an equity interest in, or, in the case of an entity 
described in subclause (IV)(bb), regularly made 
grants to, not fewer than 10 United States busi-
ness entities that have participated in its pro-
grams and that have— 

‘‘(aa) each secured at least $100,000 in initial 
investments; or 

‘‘(bb) during any 2-year period following the 
date of such acquisition, generated not less than 
$500,000 in aggregate annual revenue within the 
United States; 

‘‘(VI) has its primary location in the United 
States; and 

‘‘(VII) satisfies such other criteria as may be 
established by the Secretary. 

‘‘(vii) QUALIFIED SUPER ANGEL INVESTOR.— 
The term ‘qualified super angel investor’ means 
an individual or organized group of individuals 
investing directly or through a legal entity— 

‘‘(I) each of whom is an accredited investor, 
as defined in section 230.501(a) of title 17, Code 
of Federal Regulations, or any similar successor 
regulation, investing the funds owned by such 
individual or organized group in a qualified en-
trepreneur’s United States business entity; 

‘‘(II)(aa) if an individual, is a citizen of the 
United States or an alien lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence; or 

‘‘(bb) if an organized group or legal entity, a 
majority of the individuals investing through 
such group or entity are citizens of the United 
States or aliens lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence; and 

‘‘(III) each of whom in the previous 3 years 
has made qualified investments in a total 
amount determined to be appropriate by the Sec-
retary, that is not less than $50,000, in United 
States business entities which are less than 5 
years old. 

‘‘(viii) QUALIFIED VENTURE CAPITALIST.—The 
term ‘qualified venture capitalist’ means an en-
tity— 

‘‘(I) that— 
‘‘(aa) is a venture capital operating company 

(as defined in section 2510.3–101(d) of title 29, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or any successor 
to such regulation)); or 

‘‘(bb) has management rights, as defined in, 
and to the extent required by, such section 
2510.3–101(d) (or successor regulation), in its 
portfolio companies; 

‘‘(II) that has capital commitments of not less 
than $10,000,000; and 

‘‘(III) the investment adviser, that is reg-
istered under the Investment Advisers Act of 
1940 (15 U.S.C. 80b–2), for which— 

‘‘(aa) has its primary office location in the 
United States; 

‘‘(bb) is owned, directly or indirectly, by indi-
viduals, the majority of whom are citizens of the 
United States or aliens lawfully admitted for 
permanent residence in the United States; 

‘‘(cc) has been advising such entity or other 
similar funds or entities for at least 2 years; and 

‘‘(dd) has advised such entity or a similar 
fund or entity with respect to at least 2 invest-
ments of not less than $500,000 made by such en-
tity or similar fund or entity during each of the 
most recent 2 years. 

‘‘(ix) SECRETARY.—Except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, the term ‘Secretary’ means 
the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

‘‘(x) SENIOR EXECUTIVE POSITION.—The term 
‘senior executive position’ includes the position 
of chief executive officer, chief technology offi-
cer, and chief operating officer. 

‘‘(xi) UNITED STATES BUSINESS ENTITY.—The 
term ‘United States business entity’ means any 
corporation, company, association, firm, part-
nership, society, or joint stock company that is 
organized under the laws of the United States or 
any State and that conducts business in the 
United States that is not— 

‘‘(I) a private fund, as defined in 202(a) of the 
Investment Advisers Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80b– 
2); 

‘‘(II) a commodity pool, as defined in section 
1a of the Commodity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 
1a); 

‘‘(III) an investment company, as defined in 
section 3 of the Investment Company Act of 1940 
(15 U.S.C. 80a–3); or 

‘‘(IV) an issuer that would be an investment 
company but for an exemption provided in— 

‘‘(aa) section 3(c) of the Investment Company 
Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80a–3(c); or 

‘‘(bb) section 270.3a–7 of title 17 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations or any similar successor 
regulation. 

‘‘(B) IN GENERAL.—Visas shall be available, in 
a number not to exceed 10,000 for each fiscal 
year, to qualified immigrants seeking to enter 
the United States for the purpose of creating 
new businesses, as described in this paragraph. 

‘‘(C) ELIGIBILITY.—An alien is eligible for a 
visa under this paragraph if— 

‘‘(i)(I) the alien is a qualified entrepreneur; 
‘‘(II) the alien maintained valid nonimmigrant 

status in the United States for at least 2 years; 
‘‘(III) during the 3-year period ending on the 

date the alien files an initial petition for such 
status under this section— 

‘‘(aa)(AA) the alien has a significant owner-
ship in a United States business entity that has 
created no fewer than 5 qualified jobs; and 

‘‘(BB) a qualified venture capitalist, a quali-
fied super angel investor, a qualified govern-
ment entity, a qualified community development 
financial institution, qualified startup accel-
erator, or such other entity or type of investors, 
as determined by the Secretary, or any combina-
tion of such entities or investors, has devoted a 
qualified investment or combination of qualified 
investments of not less than $500,000 in total to 
the alien’s United States business entity; or 

‘‘(bb)(AA) the alien has a significant owner-
ship interest in a United States business entity 
that has created no fewer than 5 qualified jobs; 
and 

‘‘(BB) during the 2-year period ending on 
such date has generated not less than $750,000 
in annual revenue within the United States; 
and 

‘‘(IV) no more than 2 other aliens have re-
ceived nonimmigrant status under this section 
on the basis of an alien’s ownership of such 
United States business entity; 

‘‘(ii)(I) the alien is a qualified entrepreneur; 
‘‘(II) the alien maintained valid nonimmigrant 

status in the United States for at least 3 years 
prior to the date of filing an application for 
such status; 

‘‘(III) the alien holds an advanced degree in a 
field of science, technology, engineering, or 
mathematics, approved by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(IV) during the 3-year period ending on the 
date the alien files an initial petition for such 
status under this section— 

‘‘(aa)(AA) the alien has a significant owner-
ship interest in a United States business entity 
that has created no fewer than 4 qualified jobs; 
and 

‘‘(BB) a qualified venture capitalist, a quali-
fied super angel investor, a qualified govern-
ment entity, a qualified community development 
financial institution, qualified startup accel-
erator, or such other entity or type of investors, 
as determined by the Secretary, or any combina-
tion of such entities or investors, has devoted a 
qualified investment or combination of qualified 
investments of not less than $500,000 in total to 
the alien’s United States business entity; or 

‘‘(bb)(AA) the alien has a significant owner-
ship interest in a United States business entity 
that has created no fewer than 3 qualified jobs; 
and 

‘‘(BB) during the 2-year period ending on 
such date has generated not less than $500,000 
in annual revenue within the United States; 
and 

‘‘(V) no more than 3 other aliens have re-
ceived nonimmigrant status under this section 
on the basis of an alien’s ownership of such 
United States business entity. 

‘‘(D) ATTESTATION.—The Secretary may re-
quire an alien seeking a visa under this para-
graph to attest, under penalties of perjury, to 
the alien’s qualifications.’’. 
SEC. 4803. ADMINISTRATION AND OVERSIGHT. 

(a) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 16 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
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Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration, and other heads of other 
relevant Federal agencies and departments, 
shall promulgate regulations to carry out the 
amendments made by this subtitle. Such regula-
tions shall ensure that such amendments are im-
plemented in a manner that is consistent with 
the protection of national security and pro-
motion of United States economic growth, job 
creation, and competitiveness. 

(b) MODIFICATION OF DOLLAR AMOUNTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may from time 

to time prescribe regulations increasing or de-
creasing any dollar amount specified in section 
203(b)(6) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as added by section 4802, section 
101(a)(15)(X) of such Act, as added by section 
4801, or section 214(s), as added by section 4801. 

(2) AUTOMATIC ADJUSTMENT.—Unless a dollar 
amount referred to in paragraph (1) is adjusted 
by the Secretary under paragraph (1), such dol-
lar amount shall automatically adjust on Janu-
ary 1, 2016, by the percentage change in the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI–U) during fiscal 
year 2015, and on every fifth subsequent Janu-
ary 1 by the percentage change in the CPI–U 
during the previous 5 fiscal years, for any peti-
tion filed to classify an alien under this para-
graph on or after the date of each automatic ad-
justment. 

(c) OTHER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary, in the 
Secretary’s unreviewable discretion, may deny 
or revoke the approval of a petition seeking 
classification of an alien under paragraph (6) of 
section 203(b) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by section 4802, or any other 
petition, application, or benefit based upon the 
previous or concurrent filing or approval of a 
petition for classification of an alien under such 
paragraph (6), if the Secretary determines, in 
the Secretary’s sole and unreviewable discre-
tion, that the approval or continuation of such 
petition, application, or benefit is contrary to 
the national interest of the United States or for 
other good cause. 

(d) REPORTS.—Once every 3 years, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report on this 
subtitle and the amendments made by this sub-
title. Each such report shall include— 

(1) the number and percentage of entre-
preneurs able to meet thresholds for non-
immigrant renewal and adjustment to green 
card status under the amendments made by this 
subtitle; 

(2) an analysis of the program’s economic im-
pact including job and revenue creation, in-
creased investments and growth within business 
sectors and regions; 

(3) a description and breakdown of types of 
businesses that entrepreneurs granted non-
immigrant or immigrant status are creating; 

(4) for each report following the Secretary’s 
initial report submitted under this subsection, a 
description of the percentage of the businesses 
initially created by the entrepreneurs granted 
immigrant and nonimmigrant status under this 
subtitle and the amendments made by this sub-
title, that are still in operation; and 

(5) any recommendations for improving the 
program established by this subtitle and the 
amendments made by this subtitle. 
SEC. 4804. PERMANENT AUTHORIZATION OF EB–5 

REGIONAL CENTER PROGRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 610 of the Departments 

of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1993 
(8 U.S.C. 1153 note) is repealed. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—Section 203(b)(5) (8 
U.S.C. 1153(b)(5)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(E) REGIONAL CENTER PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Visas under this paragraph 

shall be made available to qualified immigrants 
participating in a program implementing this 
paragraph that involves a regional center in the 
United States, which has been designated by the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation 

with the Secretary of Commerce, on the basis of 
a general proposal for the promotion of eco-
nomic growth, including— 

‘‘(I) increased export sales; 
‘‘(II) improved regional productivity; 
‘‘(III) job creation; or 
‘‘(IV) increased domestic capital investment. 
‘‘(ii) ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL CENTER.— 

A regional center shall have jurisdiction over a 
defined geographic area, which shall be de-
scribed in the proposal and consistent with the 
purpose of concentrating pooled investment in 
defined economic zones. The establishment of a 
regional center may be based on general pre-
dictions, contained in the proposal, con-
cerning— 

‘‘(I) the kinds of commercial enterprises that 
will receive investments from aliens; 

‘‘(II) the jobs that will be created directly or 
indirectly as a result of such investments; and 

‘‘(III) other positive economic effects such in-
vestments will have. 

‘‘(iii) COMPLIANCE.—In determining compli-
ance with subparagraph (A)(ii), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall permit aliens admitted 
under the program described in this subpara-
graph to establish reasonable methodologies for 
determining the number of jobs created by the 
program, including jobs estimated to have been 
created indirectly through— 

‘‘(I) revenues generated from increased ex-
ports, improved regional productivity, job cre-
ation; or 

‘‘(II) increased domestic capital investment re-
sulting from the program, including jobs created 
outside of the geographic boundary of the re-
gional center as a result of the immigrant’s in-
vestment in regional center-affiliated commer-
cial enterprises. 

‘‘(iv) INDIRECT JOB CREATION.—The Secretary 
shall permit immigrants admitted under this 
paragraph to satisfy the requirements under 
subparagraph (A)(ii) with jobs that are esti-
mated to be created indirectly through invest-
ment under this paragraph in accordance with 
this subparagraph. 

‘‘(F) PREAPPROVAL OF BUSINESS PLANS FOR RE-
GIONAL CENTER INVESTMENTS.— 

‘‘(i) PETITION.—Before the filing of a petition 
under this subparagraph by an alien investor, a 
commercial enterprise affiliated with a regional 
center may file a petition with the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to preapprove a particular 
investment in the commercial enterprise, as pro-
vided in— 

‘‘(I) a business plan for a specific capital in-
vestment project; 

‘‘(II) investment documents, such as subscrip-
tion, investment, partnership, and operating 
agreements; and 

‘‘(III) a credible economic analysis regarding 
estimated job creation that is based upon rea-
sonable methodologies. 

‘‘(ii) PREAPPROVAL PROCEDURE.—The Sec-
retary shall establish a process to facilitate the 
preapproval of business plans under this sub-
paragraph related to investment in a regional 
center commercial enterprise, which shall in-
clude an opportunity for the applicant to ad-
dress and cure any deficiencies identified by the 
Secretary in the applicant’s business plan, in-
vestment documents, or statement regarding job 
creation prior to a final determination. The Sec-
retary shall impose a fee for the use of the proc-
ess described in this clause sufficient to recover 
the costs of its administration. 

‘‘(iii) EFFECT OF PREAPPROVAL OF BUSINESS 
PLAN FOR INVESTMENT IN REGIONAL CENTER COM-
MERCIAL ENTERPRISE.—The preapproval of a pe-
tition under this subparagraph shall be binding 
for purposes of the adjudication of petitions 
filed under this subparagraph by immigrants in-
vesting in the commercial enterprise unless the 
Secretary determines that there is evidence of 
fraud, misrepresentation, criminal misuse, a 
threat to national security, or other evidence af-
fecting program eligibility that was not disclosed 
by the petitioner during the preapproval proc-
ess. 

‘‘(iv) EXPEDITED PROCESSING OPTION FOR 
ALIEN INVESTOR PETITIONS AFFILIATED WITH 
PREAPPROVED BUSINESS PLANS.—The Secretary 
may establish a premium processing option for 
alien investors who are investing in a commer-
cial enterprise that has received preapproval 
under this subparagraph and may impose a fee 
for the use of that option sufficient to recover 
all costs of the option. 

‘‘(v) CONSIDERATION OF CRIMINAL ACTIVITY IN 
ESTABLISHING ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—The Sec-
retary shall consider the potential for fraud, 
misrepresentation, criminal misuse, and threats 
to national security in establishing eligibility 
criteria for any program the Secretary may es-
tablish under this subparagraph. 

‘‘(G) REGIONAL CENTER FINANCIAL STATE-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Each regional center des-
ignated under subparagraph (E) shall annually 
submit, to the Director of U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (referred to in this sub-
paragraph as the ‘Director’), in a manner pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
financial statements, including— 

‘‘(I) an accounting of all foreign investor 
money invested through the regional center; and 

‘‘(II) for each capital investment project— 
‘‘(aa) an accounting of the aggregate capital 

invested through the regional center or affili-
ated commercial enterprises by immigrants 
under this paragraph; 

‘‘(bb) a description of how such funds are 
being used to execute the approved business 
plan; 

‘‘(cc) evidence that 100 percent of such inves-
tor funds have been dedicated to the project; 

‘‘(dd) detailed evidence of the progress made 
toward the completion of the project; 

‘‘(ee) an accounting of the aggregate direct 
and indirect jobs created or preserved; and 

‘‘(ff) a certification by the regional center that 
such statements are accurate. 

‘‘(ii) AMENDMENT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS.— 
If the Director determines that a financial state-
ment required under clause (i) is deficient, the 
Director may require the regional center to 
amend or supplement such financial statement. 

‘‘(iii) SANCTIONS.— 
‘‘(I) EFFECT OF VIOLATION.—If the Director 

determines, after reviewing the financial state-
ments submitted under clause (i), that a re-
gional center, director, or other individual in-
volved with a regional center (other than an 
alien investor) has violated any requirement 
under clause (i) or that the regional center is 
conducting itself in a manner inconsistent with 
its designation, the Director may sanction the 
violating entity or individual under subclause 
(II). 

‘‘(II) AUTHORIZED SANCTIONS.—The Director 
shall establish a graduated set of sanctions for 
violations referred to in subclause (I), includ-
ing— 

‘‘(aa) fines equal to not more than 5 percent 
of the total capital invested by immigrant inves-
tors in the commercial enterprise’s approved 
business plan; 

‘‘(bb) temporary suspension from participation 
in the program described in subparagraph (E), 
which may be lifted by the Director if the indi-
vidual or entity cures the alleged violation after 
being provided such an opportunity by the Di-
rector; 

‘‘(cc) permanent bar from program participa-
tion for 1 or more individuals affiliated with the 
regional center; and 

‘‘(dd) termination of regional center status. 
‘‘(H) BONA FIDES OF PERSONS INVOLVED IN RE-

GIONAL CENTERS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—No person shall be per-

mitted by any regional center to be involved 
with the regional center as its principal, rep-
resentative, administrator, owner, officer, board 
member, manager, executive, general partner, fi-
duciary, marketer, promoter, or other similar po-
sition of substantive authority for the oper-
ations, management or promotion of the re-
gional center if the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity— 
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‘‘(I) determines such person has been found 

liable within the previous 5 years for any crimi-
nal or civil violation of any law relating to 
fraud or deceit, or at any time if such violation 
involved a criminal conviction with a term of 
imprisonment of at least 1 year or a criminal or 
civil violation of any law or agency regulation 
in connection with the purchase or sale of a se-
curity; or 

‘‘(II) knows or has reasonable cause to believe 
that the person is engaged in, has ever been en-
gaged in, or seeks to engage in any— 

‘‘(aa) illicit trafficking in any controlled sub-
stance; 

‘‘(bb) activity relating to espionage or sabo-
tage; 

‘‘(cc) activity related to money laundering (as 
described in section 1956 or 1957 of title 18, 
United States Code); 

‘‘(dd) terrorist activity (as defined in clauses 
(iii) and (iv) of section 212(a)(3)(B)); 

‘‘(ee) human trafficking or human rights of-
fense; or 

‘‘(ff) violation of any statute, regulation, or 
Executive Order regarding foreign financial 
transactions or foreign asset control. 

‘‘(ii) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—The Secretary 
shall require such attestations and information, 
including, the submission of fingerprints to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and shall per-
form such criminal record checks and other 
background checks with respect to a regional 
center, and persons involved in a regional cen-
ter as described in clause (i), as the Secretary 
considers appropriate to determine whether the 
regional center is in compliance with clause (i). 
The Secretary may require the information and 
attestations described in this clause from such 
regional center, and any person involved in the 
regional center, at any time on or after the date 
of the enactment of the Border Security, Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and Immigration Mod-
ernization Act. 

‘‘(iii) TERMINATION.—The Secretary is author-
ized, in his or her unreviewable discretion, to 
terminate any regional center from the program 
under this paragraph if he or she determines 
that— 

‘‘(I) the regional center is in violation of 
clause (i); 

‘‘(II) the regional center or any person in-
volved with the regional center has provided 
any false attestation or information under 
clause (ii); 

‘‘(III) the regional center or any person in-
volved with the regional center fails to provide 
an attestation or information requested by the 
Secretary under clause (ii); or 

‘‘(IV) the regional center or any person in-
volved with the regional center is engaged in 
fraud, misrepresentation, criminal misuse, or 
threats to national security. 

‘‘(I) REGIONAL CENTER COMPLIANCE WITH SE-
CURITIES LAWS.— 

‘‘(i) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—The Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall not approve an ap-
plication for regional center designation or re-
gional center amendment that does not certify 
that the regional center and, to the best knowl-
edge of the applicant, all parties to the regional 
center are in, and will maintain, compliance 
with the securities laws of the United States. 

‘‘(ii) TERMINATION OR SUSPENSION.—The Sec-
retary shall terminate the designation of any re-
gional center that does not provide the certifi-
cation described in subclause (i) on an annual 
basis. In addition to any other authority pro-
vided to the Secretary regarding the regional 
center program described in subparagraph (E), 
the Secretary may, in his or her unreviewable 
discretion, suspend or terminate the designation 
of any regional center if he or she determines 
that the regional center or any party to the re-
gional center— 

‘‘(I) is permanently or temporarily enjoined by 
order, judgment, or decree of any court of com-
petent jurisdiction in connection with the pur-
chase or sale of a security; 

‘‘(II) is subject to any final order of the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission that— 

‘‘(aa) bars such person from association with 
an entity regulated by the Securities and Ex-
change Commission; or 

‘‘(bb) constitutes a final order based on viola-
tions in connection with the purchase or sale of 
a security; or 

‘‘(III) knowingly submitted or caused to be 
submitted a certification described in clause (i) 
that contained an untrue statement of a mate-
rial fact or omitted to state a material fact nec-
essary in order to make the statements made, in 
the light of the circumstances under which they 
were made, not misleading. 

‘‘(iii) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
subparagraph may be construed to impair or 
limit the authority of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission under the Federal securities 
laws. 

‘‘(iv) DEFINED TERM.—For the purpose of this 
subparagraph, the term ‘party to the regional 
center’ shall include the regional center, its 
agents, employees, and attorneys, and any per-
sons in active concert or participation with the 
regional center. 

‘‘(J) DENIAL OR REVOCATION.—If the Secretary 
of Homeland Security determines, in his or her 
unreviewable discretion, that the approval of a 
petition, application, or benefit described in this 
subparagraph is contrary to the national inter-
est of the United States for reasons relating to 
fraud, misrepresentation, criminal misuse, or 
threats to national security, the Secretary may 
deny or revoke the approval of— 

‘‘(i) a petition seeking classification of an 
alien as an alien investor under this paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) a petition to remove conditions under 
section 216A before granting lawful permanent 
resident status or any other petition, applica-
tion, or benefit based upon the previous or con-
current filing or approval of a petition for clas-
sification of an alien under this paragraph; or 

‘‘(iii) an application for designation as a re-
gional center.’’. 

(c) ASSISTANCE BY THE SECRETARY OF COM-
MERCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce, 
upon the request of the Secretary, shall provide 
consultation assistance for determining wheth-
er— 

(A) a proposed regional center should be des-
ignated, terminated, or subject to other adju-
dicative action; or 

(B) a petitioner or applicant for a benefit 
under section 203(b)(5) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as amended by subsection (b), 
has met the requirements under such paragraph 
with respect to job creation. 

(2) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary and the Sec-
retary of Commerce may each adopt such rules 
and regulations as are necessary to carry out 
the consultation process provided for in para-
graph (1). 

(3) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to require consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Commerce to continue 
the designation of a regional center approved 
before the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by this section— 

(1) shall be effective upon the enactment of 
this Act; and 

(2) shall apply to— 
(A) any application to designate a regional 

center, and any person involved with the re-
gional center, that is pending or approved on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act; and 

(B) any regional center approved before the 
date of the enactment of this Act, on or after a 
delayed effective date that is 1 year after such 
date of enactment with respect to any person in-
volved in the regional center on or after such 
delayed effective date. 
SEC. 4805. CONDITIONAL PERMANENT RESIDENT 

STATUS FOR CERTAIN EMPLOY-
MENT-BASED IMMIGRANTS, 
SPOUSES, AND CHILDREN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 216A (8 U.S.C. 
1186b) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘SEC. 216A. CONDITIONAL PERMANENT RESI-
DENT STATUS FOR CERTAIN EM-
PLOYMENT-BASED IMMIGRANTS, 
SPOUSES, AND CHILDREN. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(1) CONDITIONAL BASIS FOR STATUS.—Not-

withstanding any other provision of this Act, 
employment-based immigrants (as defined in 
subsection (f) (1) or (2)), alien spouses, and 
alien children (as defined in subsection (f)(3)) 
shall be considered, at the time of obtaining the 
status of an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence, to have obtained such status on 
a conditional basis subject to the provisions of 
this section. 

‘‘(2) NOTICE OF REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) AT TIME OF OBTAINING PERMANENT RESI-

DENCE.—At the time an employment-based immi-
grant, alien spouse, or alien child obtains per-
manent resident status on a conditional basis 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall provide for notice to the alien, 
spouse, or child respecting the provisions of this 
section and the requirements of subsection (c)(1) 
to have the conditional basis of such status re-
moved. 

‘‘(B) AT TIME OF REQUIRED PETITION.—In ad-
dition, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
attempt to provide notice to an employment- 
based immigrant, alien spouse, or alien child, at 
or about the beginning of the 90-day period de-
scribed in subsection (d)(3), of the requirements 
of subsection (c)(1). 

‘‘(C) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO PROVIDE NO-
TICE.—The failure of the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to provide a notice under this para-
graph shall not affect the enforcement of the 
provisions of this section with respect to an em-
ployment-based immigrant, alien spouse, or 
alien child. 

‘‘(b) TERMINATION OF STATUS IF FINDING THAT 
QUALIFYING EMPLOYMENT IMPROPER.— 

‘‘(1) ALIEN INVESTOR.—In the case of an alien 
investor with permanent resident status on a 
conditional basis under subsection (a), if the 
Secretary of Homeland Security determines, be-
fore the second anniversary of the alien’s ob-
taining the status of lawful admission for per-
manent residence, that— 

‘‘(A) the investment in the commercial enter-
prise was intended as a means of evading the 
immigration laws of the United States; 

‘‘(B)(i) the alien did not invest, or was not ac-
tively in the process of investing, the requisite 
capital; or 

‘‘(ii) the alien was not sustaining the actions 
described in clause (i) throughout the period of 
the alien’s residence in the United States; or 

‘‘(C) subject to the exception in subsection 
(d)(4), the alien was otherwise not conforming 
to the requirements under section 203(b)(5), 
the Secretary shall so notify the alien investor 
and, subject to paragraph (3), shall terminate 
the permanent resident status of the alien (and 
the alien spouse and alien child) involved as of 
the date of the determination. 

‘‘(2) EMPLOYEE OF A FEDERAL NATIONAL SECU-
RITY, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY LABORATORY, 
CENTER OR AGENCY.—In the case of an employee 
of a Federal national security, science, and 
technology laboratory, center, or agency (as de-
fined pursuant to section 203(b)(2)(C)) with per-
manent resident status on a conditional basis 
under subsection (a), if the Secretary of Home-
land Security, in consultation with the relevant 
employing department or agency, determines, 
before the first anniversary of the alien’s ob-
taining the status of lawful admission for per-
manent residence, that— 

‘‘(A) the qualifying employment was intended 
as a means of evading the immigration laws of 
the United States; 

‘‘(B) the alien has not completed or is not 
likely to complete 12 months of qualifying con-
tinuous employment; or 

‘‘(C) the alien did not otherwise conform with 
the requirements of section 203(b)(2), 
the Secretary shall so notify the alien involved 
and, subject to paragraph (3), shall terminate 
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the permanent resident status of the alien (and 
the alien spouse and alien child) involved as of 
the date of the determination. 

‘‘(3) HEARING IN REMOVAL PROCEEDING.—Any 
alien whose permanent resident status is termi-
nated under paragraph (1) or (2) may request a 
review of such determination in a proceeding to 
remove the alien. In such proceeding, the bur-
den of proof shall be on the Secretary of Home-
land Security to establish, by a preponderance 
of the evidence, that a condition described in 
paragraph (1) or (2), as appropriate, is met. 

‘‘(c) REQUIREMENTS OF TIMELY PETITION AND 
INTERVIEW FOR REMOVAL OF CONDITION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) PETITION AND INTERVIEW.—In order for 

the conditional basis established under sub-
section (a) for an employment-based immigrant, 
alien spouse, or alien child to be removed— 

‘‘(i) the employment-based immigrant shall 
submit to the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
during the period described in subsection (d)(3), 
a petition which requests the removal of such 
conditional basis and which states, under pen-
alty of perjury, the facts and information de-
scribed in paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (d), 
as appropriate; and 

‘‘(ii) in accordance with subsection (d)(3), the 
employment-based immigrant must appear for a 
personal interview before an officer or employee 
of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services re-
specting such facts and information. 

‘‘(B) SEPARATE PETITION NOT REQUIRED.—An 
alien spouse or alien child shall not be required 
to file separate petitions under subparagraph 
(A)(i) if the employment-based immigrant’s peti-
tion includes such alien spouse or alien child. 

‘‘(C) EFFECT ON SPOUSE OR CHILD.—If the 
alien spouse or alien child obtains permanent 
residence on a conditional basis after the em-
ployment-based immigrant files a petition under 
subparagraph (A)(i)— 

‘‘(i) the conditional basis of the permanent 
residence of the alien spouse or alien child shall 
be removed upon approval of the employment- 
based immigrant’s petition under this sub-
section; 

‘‘(ii) the permanent residence of the alien 
spouse or alien child shall be unconditional if— 

‘‘(I) the employment-based immigrant’s peti-
tion is approved before the date on which the 
spouse or child obtains permanent residence; or 

‘‘(II) the employment-based immigrant dies 
after the approval of a petition under section 
203(b)(5); and 

‘‘(iii) the alien child shall not be deemed ineli-
gible for approval under section 203(b)(5) or re-
moval of conditions under this section if the 
alien child reaches 21 years of age during— 

‘‘(I) the pendency of the employment-based 
immigrant’s petition under section 203(b)(5); or 

‘‘(II) conditional residency under such sec-
tion. 

‘‘(D) ADDITIONAL FEE.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision under this section, the Secretary 
may require the employment-based immigrant to 
pay an additional fee for a petition filed under 
subparagraph (A)(i) that includes the alien’s 
spouse and child or children. 

‘‘(2) TERMINATION OF PERMANENT RESIDENT 
STATUS FOR FAILURE TO FILE PETITION OR HAVE 
PERSONAL INTERVIEW.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an alien 
with permanent resident status on a conditional 
basis under subsection (a), if— 

‘‘(i) no petition is filed with respect to the 
alien in accordance with the provisions of para-
graph (1)(A); or 

‘‘(ii) unless there is good cause shown, the em-
ployment-based immigrant fails to appear at the 
interview described in paragraph (1)(B) (if re-
quired under subsection (d)(4)), 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall termi-
nate the permanent resident status of the alien 
(and the alien’s spouse and children if it was 
obtained on a conditional basis under this sec-
tion or section 216) as of the second anniversary 
of the alien’s lawful admission for permanent 
residence. 

‘‘(B) HEARING IN REMOVAL PROCEEDING.—In 
any removal proceeding with respect to an alien 
whose permanent resident status is terminated 
under subparagraph (A), the burden of proof 
shall be on the alien to establish compliance 
with the conditions of paragraphs (1)(A) and 
(1)(B). 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION AFTER PETITION AND 
INTERVIEW.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If— 
‘‘(i) a petition is filed in accordance with the 

provisions of paragraph (1)(A); and 
‘‘(ii) the employment-based immigrant appears 

at any interview described in paragraph (1)(B), 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall make 
a determination, not later than 90 days after the 
date of such filing or interview (whichever is 
later), as to whether the facts and information 
described in paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection 
(d), as appropriate, and alleged in the petition 
are true. 

‘‘(B) REMOVAL OF CONDITIONAL BASIS IF FA-
VORABLE DETERMINATION.— 

‘‘(i) HEADER.—If the Secretary of Homeland 
Security determines with respect to a petition 
filed by an alien investor that such facts and in-
formation are true, the Secretary shall so notify 
the alien investor and shall remove the condi-
tional basis of the alien’s status effective as of 
the second anniversary of the alien’s lawful ad-
mission for permanent residence. 

‘‘(ii) REMOVAL OF CONDITIONAL BASIS FOR EM-
PLOYEE OF A FEDERAL NATIONAL SECURITY, 
SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY LABORATORY, CENTER 
OR AGENCY.—If the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity determines with respect to a petition filed 
by an employee of a Federal national security, 
science, and technology laboratory, center, or 
agency that such facts and information are 
true, the Secretary shall so notify the alien and 
shall remove the conditional basis of the alien’s 
status effective as of the first anniversary of the 
alien’s lawful admission for permanent resi-
dence. 

‘‘(C) TERMINATION IF ADVERSE DETERMINA-
TION.—If the Secretary of Homeland Security 
determines that such facts and information are 
not true, the Secretary shall so notify the alien 
involved and, subject to subparagraph (D), shall 
terminate the permanent resident status of an 
employment-based immigrant, alien spouse, or 
alien child as of the date of the determination. 

‘‘(D) HEARING IN REMOVAL PROCEEDING.—Any 
alien whose permanent resident status is termi-
nated under subparagraph (C) may request a re-
view of such determination in a proceeding to 
remove the alien. In such proceeding, the bur-
den of proof shall be on the Secretary of Home-
land Security to establish, by a preponderance 
of the evidence, that the facts and information 
described in subsection (d)(1) and alleged in the 
petition are not true. 

‘‘(d) DETAILS OF PETITION AND INTERVIEW.— 
‘‘(1) CONTENTS OF PETITION BY ALIEN INVES-

TOR.—Each petition filed by an alien investor 
under section (c)(1)(A) shall contain facts and 
information demonstrating that the alien— 

‘‘(A)(i) invested, or is actively in the process 
of investing, the requisite capital; and 

‘‘(ii) sustained the actions described in clause 
(i) throughout the period of the alien’s residence 
in the United States; and 

‘‘(B) except as provided in paragraph (4), is 
otherwise conforming to the requirements under 
section 203(b)(5). 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS OF PETITION BY EMPLOYEE OF A 
FEDERAL NATIONAL SECURITY, SCIENCE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY LABORATORY, CENTER, OR AGEN-
CY.—Each petition under subsection (c)(1)(A) 
filed by an employee of a Federal national secu-
rity, science, and technology laboratory, center, 
or agency shall contain facts and information 
demonstrating that the alien is conforming to 
the requirements of section 203(b)(2). 

‘‘(3) PERIOD FOR FILING PETITION.— 
‘‘(A) 90-DAY PERIOD BEFORE ANNIVERSARY.— 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the pe-
tition under subsection (c)(1)(A) must be filed as 
follows: 

‘‘(i) In the case of an alien investor, during 
the 90-day period before the second anniversary 
of the alien’s lawful admission for permanent 
residence. 

‘‘(ii) In the case of an employee of a Federal 
national security, science, and technology lab-
oratory, center, or agency, during the 90-day 
period before the first anniversary of the alien’s 
lawful admission for permanent residence. 

‘‘(B) LATE PETITIONS.—Such a petition may be 
considered if filed after such date, but only if 
the alien establishes to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary of Homeland Security good cause and 
extenuating circumstances for failure to file the 
petition during the period described in subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(C) FILING OF PETITIONS DURING REMOVAL.— 
In the case of an alien who is the subject of re-
moval hearings as a result of failure to file a pe-
tition on a timely basis in accordance with sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity may stay such removal proceedings against 
an alien pending the filing of the petition under 
subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(4) PERSONAL INTERVIEW.—The interview 
under subsection (c)(1)(B) shall be conducted 
within 90 days after the date of submitting a pe-
tition under subsection (c)(1)(A) and at a local 
office of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices, designated by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, which is convenient to the parties in-
volved. The Secretary, in the discretion of the 
Secretary, may waive the deadline for such an 
interview or the requirement for such an inter-
view in such cases as may be appropriate. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULE FOR ALIEN INVESTORS IN A 
REGIONAL CENTER.—Each petition under sub-
section (c)(1)(A) filed by an alien investor who 
invests in accordance with section 203(b)(5)(E) 
shall contain facts and information dem-
onstrating that the alien is complying with the 
requirements under section 203(b)(5), except— 

‘‘(A) the alien shall not be subject to the re-
quirements under section 203(b)(5)(A)(ii); and 

‘‘(B) the petition shall contain the most recent 
financial statement filed by the regional center 
in which the alien has invested in accordance 
with section 203(b)(5)(G). 

‘‘(e) TREATMENT OF PERIOD FOR PURPOSES OF 
NATURALIZATION.—For purposes of title III, in 
the case of an alien who is in the United States 
as a lawful permanent resident on a conditional 
basis under this section, the alien shall be con-
sidered to have been admitted as an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence and to 
be in the United States as an alien lawfully ad-
mitted to the United States for permanent resi-
dence, if the alien has had the conditional basis 
removed pursuant to this section. 

‘‘(f) FRAUD, MISREPRESENTATION, CRIMINAL 
MISUSE, OR THREATS TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY OR 
NATIONAL SECURITY.—If the Secretary of Home-
land Security determines, in his or her sole and 
unreviewable discretion, that the conditional 
permanent resident status granted to an employ-
ment-based immigrant under subsection (a), or 
to an alien researcher described in section 
203(b)(2)(A)(ii) is contrary to the national inter-
est of the United States for reasons relating to 
fraud, misrepresentation, criminal misuse, or 
threats to national security, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(1) notify the immigrant involved of such de-
termination; and 

‘‘(2) terminate the permanent resident status 
of the immigrant involved (and the alien spouse 
and alien children of such immigrant) as of the 
date of such determination. 

‘‘(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘alien investor’ means an alien 

who obtains the status of an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence (whether on a 
conditional basis or otherwise) under section 
203(b)(5). 

‘‘(2) The term ‘alien spouse’ and the term 
‘alien child’ mean an alien who obtains the sta-
tus of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence (whether on a conditional basis or 
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otherwise) by virtue of being the spouse or child, 
respectively, of an alien investor or an employee 
of a Federal national security, science, and 
technology laboratory, center, or agency. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘commercial enterprise’ includes 
a limited partnership. 

‘‘(4) The term ‘employment-based immigrant’ 
means an alien described in paragraph (1) or 
(5). 

‘‘(5) The term ‘employee of a Federal national 
security, science, and technology laboratory, 
center, or agency’ means an alien who obtains 
the status of an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence (whether on a conditional 
basis or otherwise) under section 
203(b)(2)(A)(ii).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 216(e) 
(8 U.S.C. 1186a(e)) is amended by inserting be-
fore the period at the end the following: ‘‘, if the 
alien has had the conditional basis removed 
pursuant to this section’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents is amended by striking the item relating to 
section 216A and inserting the following: 

‘‘Sec. 216A. Conditional permanent resident 
status for certain employment- 
based immigrants, spouses, and 
children.’’. 

SEC. 4806. EB–5 VISA REFORMS. 
(a) ALIENS NOT SUBJECT TO DIRECT NUMER-

ICAL LIMITATION.—Section 201(b)(1) (8 U.S.C. 
1151(b)(1)), as amended by sections 2103(c)(2), 
2212(d)(2), 2307(b), and 2402, is further amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(P) Aliens who are the spouse or a child of 
an alien admitted as an employment-based im-
migrant under section 203(b)(5).’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 
203(b)(5), as amended by this Act, is further 
amended by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘Secretary of 
Homeland Security’’. 

(c) TARGETED EMPLOYMENT AREAS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 203(b)(5)(B) (8 U.S.C. 

1153(b)(5)(B)) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(B) SET-ASIDE FOR TARGETED EMPLOYMENT 

AREAS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not fewer than 5,000 of the 

visas made available under this paragraph in 
each fiscal year shall be reserved for qualified 
immigrants who invest in a new commercial en-
terprise described in subparagraph (A), which— 

‘‘(I) is investing such capital in a targeted em-
ployment area; and 

‘‘(II) will create employment in such targeted 
employment area. 

‘‘(ii) DURATION OF HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
POVERTY AREA DESIGNATION.—A designation of a 
high unemployment or poverty area as a tar-
geted employment area shall be valid for 5 years 
and may be renewed for additional 5-year peri-
ods if the area continues to meet the definition 
of a high unemployment or poverty area. An in-
vestor who has made the required amount of in-
vestment in such a targeted employment area 
during its period of designation shall not be re-
quired to increase the amount of investment 
based upon expiration of the designation.’’. 

(d) ADJUSTMENT OF MINIMUM EB–5 INVEST-
MENT AMOUNT.—Section 203(b)(5)(C)(i) (8 U.S.C. 
1153(b)(5)(C)(i)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘The Attorney General’’ and 
inserting ‘‘The Secretary of Commerce’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘Secretary of State’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘Un-
less adjusted by the Secretary of Commerce, the 
amount specified in this clause shall automati-
cally adjust, on January 1, 2016, by the percent-
age change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI– 
U) during fiscal year 2015, and on every fifth 
subsequent January 1 by the cumulative per-
centage change in the CPI–U during the pre-
vious 5 fiscal years, for any petition filed to 
classify an alien under this paragraph on or 
after the date of each automatic adjustment.’’. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 203(b)(5) (8 U.S.C. 
1153(b)(5)), as amended by subsections (b) and 
(c) and section 4804, is further amended— 

(A) by striking subparagraph (D) and insert-
ing following: 

‘‘(D) CALCULATION OF FULL-TIME EMPLOY-
MENT.—Job creation under this paragraph may 
consist of employment measured in full-time 
equivalents, such as intermittent or seasonal 
employment opportunities and construction jobs. 
A full-time employment position is not a require-
ment for indirect job creation.’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(K) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph: 
‘‘(i) The term ‘capital’ means all real, per-

sonal, or mixed assets, whether tangible or in-
tangible, owned or controlled by the investor, or 
held in trust for the benefit of the investor, to 
which the investor has unrestricted access, 
which shall be valued at fair market value in 
United States dollars, in accordance with Gen-
erally Accepted Accounting Principles, at the 
time it is invested under this paragraph. 

‘‘(ii) The term ‘full-time employment’ means 
employment in a position that requires at least 
35 hours of service per week, regardless of how 
many employees fill the position. 

‘‘(iii) The term ‘high unemployment and pov-
erty area’ means— 

‘‘(I) an area consisting of a census tract or 
contiguous census tracts that has an unemploy-
ment rate that is at least 150 percent of the na-
tional average unemployment rate and includes 
at least 1 census tract with 20 percent of its resi-
dents living below the poverty level as deter-
mined by the Bureau of the Census; or 

‘‘(II) an area that is within the boundaries es-
tablished for purposes of a Federal or State eco-
nomic development incentive program, including 
areas defined as Enterprise Zones, Renewal 
Communities, Promise Zones, and Empowerment 
Zones. 

‘‘(iv) The term ‘rural area’ means— 
‘‘(I) any area other than an area within a 

metropolitan statistical area or within the outer 
boundary of any city or town having a popu-
lation of 20,000 or more (based on the most re-
cent decennial census of the United States); or 

‘‘(II) any city or town having a population of 
fewer than 20,000 (based on the most recent de-
cennial census of the United States) that is lo-
cated within a State having a population of 
fewer than 1,500,000 (based on the most recent 
decennial census of the United States). 

‘‘(v) The term ‘targeted employment area’ 
means a rural area or a high unemployment and 
poverty area.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by paragraph (1) shall apply to any application 
for a visa under section 203(b)(5) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act that is filed on or 
after the date that is 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(f) AGE DETERMINATION FOR CHILDREN OF 
ALIEN INVESTORS.—Section 203(h) (8 U.S.C. 
1153(h)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(5) AGE DETERMINATION FOR CHILDREN OF 
ALIEN INVESTORS.—An alien admitted under sub-
section (d) as a lawful permanent resident on a 
conditional basis as the child of an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence under 
subsection (b)(5), whose lawful permanent resi-
dent status on a conditional basis is terminated 
under section 216A, shall continue to be consid-
ered a child of the principal alien for the pur-
pose of a subsequent immigrant petition by such 
alien under subsection (b)(5) if the alien remains 
unmarried and the subsequent petition is filed 
by the principal alien not later than 1 year after 
the termination of conditional lawful permanent 
resident status. No alien shall be considered a 
child under this paragraph with respect to more 
than 1 petition filed after the alien’s 21st birth-
day.’’. 

(g) ENHANCED PAY SCALE FOR CERTAIN FED-
ERAL EMPLOYEES ADMINISTERING THE EB–5 PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary may establish, fix the 

compensation of, and appoint individuals to, 
designated critical administrative, technical, 
and professional positions needed to administer 
sections 203(b)(5) and 216A of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(b)(5) and 
1186b). 

(h) DELEGATION OF CERTAIN EB–5 AUTHOR-
ITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security may delegate to the Secretary of Com-
merce authority and responsibility for deter-
minations under sections 203(b)(5) and 216A 
(with respect to alien entrepreneurs) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1153(b)(5) and 1186a), including determining 
whether an alien has met employment creation 
requirements. 

(2) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security and the Secretary of Commerce may 
each adopt such rules and regulations as are 
necessary to carry out the delegation authorized 
under paragraph (1), including regulations gov-
erning the eligibility criteria for obtaining bene-
fits pursuant to the amendments made by this 
section. 

(3) USE OF FEES.—Adjudication fees described 
in section 286(m) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1356(m)) shall remain 
available until expended to reimburse the Sec-
retary of Commerce for the costs of any deter-
minations made by the Secretary of Commerce 
under paragraph (1). 

(i) CONCURRENT FILING OF EB–5 PETITIONS 
AND APPLICATIONS FOR ADJUSTMENT OF STA-
TUS.—Section 245 (8 U.S.C. 1255), as amended by 
section 4237(b), is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (k), in the matter preceding 
paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or (3)’’ and inserting 
‘‘(3), (5), or (7)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(o) At the time a petition is filed for classi-

fication under section 203(b)(5), if the approval 
of such petition would make a visa immediately 
available to the alien beneficiary, the alien 
beneficiary’s application for adjustment of sta-
tus under this section shall be considered to be 
properly filed whether the application is sub-
mitted concurrently with, or subsequent to, the 
visa petition.’’. 
SEC. 4807. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) FUNDING.—There are authorized to be ap-
propriated from the Trust Fund established 
under section 6(a) such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out sections 1110, 2101, 2104, 
2212, 2213, 2221, 2232, 3301, 3501, 3502, 3503, 3504, 
3505, 3506, 3605, 3610, 4221, and 4401 of this Act. 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Amounts appro-
priated pursuant to this section shall remain 
available until expended unless otherwise speci-
fied in this Act. 

Subtitle I—Student and Exchange Visitor 
Programs 

SEC. 4901. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Student 
Visa Integrity Act’’. 
SEC. 4902. SEVIS AND SEVP DEFINED. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) SEVIS.—The term ‘‘SEVIS’’ means the 

Student and Exchange Visitor Information Sys-
tem of the Department of Homeland Security. 

(2) SEVP.—The term ‘‘SEVP’’ means the Stu-
dent and Exchange Visitor Program of the De-
partment of Homeland Security. 
SEC. 4903. INCREASED CRIMINAL PENALTIES. 

Section 1546(a) of title 18, United States Code, 
is amended by striking ‘‘10 years’’ and inserting 
‘‘15 years (if the offense was committed by an 
owner, official, employee, or agent of an edu-
cational institution with respect to such institu-
tion’s participation in the Student and Ex-
change Visitor Program), 10 years’’. 
SEC. 4904. ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENT. 

Section 101(a)(52) (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(52)) is 
amended to read as follows: 
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‘‘(52) Except as provided in section 214(m)(4), 

the term ‘accredited college, university, or lan-
guage training program’ means a college, uni-
versity, or language training program that is ac-
credited by an accrediting agency recognized by 
the Secretary of Education.’’. 
SEC. 4905. OTHER ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS. 

Section 214(m) (8 U.S.C. 1184(m)) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
require accreditation of an academic institution 
(except for seminaries or other religious institu-
tions) for purposes of section 101(a)(15)(F) if— 

‘‘(A) that institution is not already required to 
be accredited under section 101(a)(15)(F)(i); and 

‘‘(B) an appropriate accrediting agency recog-
nized by the Secretary of Education is able to 
provide such accreditation. 

‘‘(4) The Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
the Secretary’s discretion, may waive the ac-
creditation requirement in section 
101(a)(15)(F)(i) with respect to an accredited col-
lege, university, or language training program if 
the academic institution— 

‘‘(A) is otherwise in compliance with the re-
quirements of such section; and 

‘‘(B) is, on the date of the enactment of the Il-
legal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996, a candidate for accredi-
tation or, after such date, has been a candidate 
for accreditation for at least 1 year and con-
tinues to progress toward accreditation by an 
accreditation agency recognized by the Sec-
retary of Education.’’. 
SEC. 4906. PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY 

WITH SEVIS REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENTS. 

Section 641 of the Illegal Immigration Reform 
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (8 
U.S.C. 1372) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘institution,,’’ each place it 

appears and inserting ‘‘institution,’’; and 
(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(2) in subsection (d)(2), by striking ‘‘fails to 

provide the specified information’’ and all that 
follows and inserting ‘‘does not comply with the 
reporting requirements set forth in this section, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security may— 

‘‘(A) impose a monetary fine on such institu-
tion in an amount to be determined by the Sec-
retary; and 

‘‘(B) suspend the authority of such institution 
to issue a Form I–20 to any alien.’’. 
SEC. 4907. VISA FRAUD. 

(a) IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF SEVP CER-
TIFICATION.—Section 641(d) of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1372(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘institu-
tion,,’’ and inserting ‘‘institution,’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) EFFECT OF REASONABLE SUSPICION OF 

FRAUD.—If the Secretary of Homeland Security 
has reasonable suspicion that an owner of, or a 
designated school official at, an approved insti-
tution of higher education, an other approved 
educational institution, or a designated ex-
change visitor program has committed fraud or 
attempted to commit fraud relating to any as-
pect of the Student and Exchange Visitor Pro-
gram, or if such owner or designated school offi-
cial is indicted for such fraud, the Secretary 
may immediately— 

‘‘(A) suspend such certification without prior 
notification; and 

‘‘(B) suspend such official’s or such school’s 
access to the Student and Exchange Visitor In-
formation System (SEVIS).’’. 

(b) EFFECT OF CONVICTION FOR VISA FRAUD.— 
Section 641(d) of the Illegal Immigration Reform 
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996, as 
amended by subsection (a), is further amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(5) PERMANENT DISQUALIFICATION FOR 
FRAUD.—A designated school official at, or an 

owner of, an approved institution of higher edu-
cation, an other approved educational institu-
tion, or a designated exchange visitor program 
who is convicted for fraud relating to any as-
pect of the Student and Exchange Visitor Pro-
gram shall be permanently disqualified from fil-
ing future petitions and from having an owner-
ship interest or a management role (including 
serving as a principal, owner, officer, board 
member, general partner, designated school offi-
cial, or any other position of substantive au-
thority for the operations or management of the 
institution) in any United States educational in-
stitution that enrolls nonimmigrant alien stu-
dents described in subparagraph (F) or (M) of 
section 101(a)(15) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)).’’. 
SEC. 4908. BACKGROUND CHECKS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 641(d) of the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1372(d)), as amended 
by section 4907 of this Act, is further amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(6) BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An individual may not 

serve as a designated school official or be grant-
ed access to SEVIS unless the individual is a na-
tional of the United States or an alien lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence and during 
the most recent 3-year period— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary of Homeland Security has— 
‘‘(I) conducted a thorough background check 

on the individual, including a review of the in-
dividual’s criminal and sex offender history and 
the verification of the individual’s immigration 
status; and 

‘‘(II) determined that the individual— 
‘‘(aa) has not been convicted of any violation 

of United States immigration law; and 
‘‘(bb) is not a risk to the national security of 

the United States; and 
‘‘(ii) the individual has successfully completed 

an on-line training course on SEVP and SEVIS, 
which has been developed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) INTERIM DESIGNATED SCHOOL OFFICIAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An individual may serve as 

an interim designated school official during the 
period that the Secretary is conducting the 
background check required by subparagraph 
(A)(i)(I). 

‘‘(ii) REVIEWS BY THE SECRETARY.—If an indi-
vidual serving as an interim designated school 
official under clause (i) does not successfully 
complete the background check required by sub-
paragraph (A)(i)(I), the Secretary shall review 
each Form I–20 issued by such interim des-
ignated school official. 

‘‘(7) FEE.—The Secretary is authorized to col-
lect a fee from an approved school for each 
background check conducted under paragraph 
(6)(A)(i). The amount of such fee shall be equal 
to the average amount expended by the Sec-
retary to conduct such background checks.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the date 
that is 1 year after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 
SEC. 4909. REVOCATION OF AUTHORITY TO ISSUE 

FORM I–20 OF FLIGHT SCHOOLS NOT 
CERTIFIED BY THE FEDERAL AVIA-
TION ADMINISTRATION. 

Immediately upon the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall prohibit any flight school in 
the United States from accessing SEVIS or 
issuing a Form I–20 to an alien seeking a stu-
dent visa pursuant to subparagraph (F)(i) or 
(M)(i) of section 101(a)(15) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)) if the 
flight school has not been certified to the satis-
faction of the Secretary and by the Federal 
Aviation Administration pursuant to part 141 or 
part 142 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations 
(or similar successor regulations). 
SEC. 4910. REVOCATION OF ACCREDITATION. 

At the time an accrediting agency or associa-
tion is required to notify the Secretary of Edu-
cation and the appropriate State licensing or 

authorizing agency of the final denial, with-
drawal, suspension, or termination of accredita-
tion of an institution pursuant to section 496 of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1099b), such accrediting agency or association 
shall notify the Secretary of Homeland Security 
of such determination and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall immediately withdraw 
the school from the SEVP and prohibit the 
school from accessing SEVIS. 
SEC. 4911. REPORT ON RISK ASSESSMENT. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives a report that con-
tains the risk assessment strategy that will be 
employed by the Secretary to identify, inves-
tigate, and take appropriate action against 
schools and school officials that are facilitating 
the issuance of Form I–20 and the maintenance 
of student visa status in violation of the immi-
gration laws of the United States. 
SEC. 4912. IMPLEMENTATION OF GAO REC-

OMMENDATIONS. 
Not later than 180 days after the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives a report that de-
scribes— 

(1) the process in place to identify and assess 
risks in the SEVP; 

(2) a risk assessment process to allocate 
SEVP’s resources based on risk; 

(3) the procedures in place for consistently en-
suring a school’s eligibility, including consist-
ently verifying in lieu of letters; 

(4) how SEVP identified and addressed miss-
ing school case files; 

(5) a plan to develop and implement a process 
to monitor State licensing and accreditation sta-
tus of all SEVP-certified schools; 

(6) whether all flight schools that have not 
been certified to the satisfaction of the Secretary 
and by the Federal Aviation Administration 
have been removed from the program and have 
been restricted from accessing SEVIS; 

(7) the standard operating procedures that 
govern coordination among SEVP, Counterter-
rorism and Criminal Exploitation Unit, and U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement field of-
fices; and 

(8) the established criteria for referring cases 
of a potentially criminal nature from SEVP to 
the counterterrorism and intelligence commu-
nity. 
SEC. 4913. IMPLEMENTATION OF SEVIS II. 

Not later than 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall complete 
the deployment of both phases of the second 
generation Student and Exchange Visitor Infor-
mation System (commonly known as ‘‘SEVIS 
II’’). 

AMENDMENT NO. 1183 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I call up 

my amendment No. 1183, which is at 
the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the amendment. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Vermont [Mr. LEAHY] 

proposes an amendment numbered 1183. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that further read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed 
with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To encourage and facilitate inter-

national participation in the performing 
arts) 
At the end of subtitle D of title IV, add the 

following: 
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SEC. 4416. INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPATION IN 

THE PERFORMING ARTS. 
Section 214(c)(6)(D) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(6)(D)) 

is amended— 
(1) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘(i)’’ 

before ‘‘Any person’’; 
(2) in the second sentence— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Once’’ and inserting ‘‘Ex-

cept as provided in clause (ii), once’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘Attorney General shall’’ 

and inserting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall’’; 

(3) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘The 
Attorney General’’ and inserting ‘‘The Sec-
retary’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) The Secretary of Homeland Security 

shall adjudicate each petition for an alien 
with extraordinary ability in the arts (as de-
scribed in section 101(a)(15)(O)(i)), an alien 
accompanying such an alien (as described in 
clauses (ii) and (iii) of section 101(a)(15)(O)), 
or an alien described in section 101(a)(15)(P) 
(other than an alien described in paragraph 
(4)(A) (relating to athletes)) not later than 14 
days after— 

‘‘(I) the date on which the petitioner sub-
mits the petition with a written advisory 
opinion, letter of no objection, or request for 
a waiver; or 

‘‘(II) the date on which the 15-day period 
described in clause (i) has expired, if the pe-
titioner has had an appropriate opportunity 
to supply rebuttal evidence. 

‘‘(iii) If a petition described in clause (ii) is 
not adjudicated before the end of the 14-day 
period described in clause (ii) and the peti-
tioner is an arts organization described in 
paragraph (3), (5), or (6) of section 501(c) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and ex-
empt from tax under section 501(a) of such 
Code for the taxable year preceding the cal-
endar year in which the petition is sub-
mitted, or an individual or entity petitioning 
primarily on behalf of such an organization, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
provide the petitioner with the premium 
processing services referred to in section 
286(u), without a fee.’’. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I note 
that amendment is on behalf of Sen-
ator HATCH and myself. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask 
through the Chair if the Senator from 
Vermont would yield for the purpose of 
a unanimous consent request. 

Mr. LEAHY. I will yield for that pur-
pose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 953 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, July 1 is 
less than 3 weeks away, and unless 
Congress acts, the interest rate on 
need-based student loans will double 
from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent, making 
college more expensive for more than 7 
million students across the Nation. 
Therefore, I ask unanimous consent 
that at a time to be determined by the 
majority leader, following consultation 
with the Republican leader, the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 74, S. 953, the 
Student Loan Affordability Act; that 
the bill be read a third time, the Sen-
ate proceed to vote on passage of the 
bill, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, reserv-

ing the right to object, I appreciate the 
intent of my colleague and that he 
wants to try to solve this problem. As 
he knows, several of us have another 
proposal. What I suggest is that we 
compromise on the President’s pro-
posal. It is a combination, it is a hy-
brid, and the President is trying to ad-
dress this matter. 

Rather than us having dueling unani-
mous consent requests and playing the 
political game, I propose that we need 
to solve the problem. I would be happy 
to work with the Senator to try to 
bring the President’s proposal to the 
Senate, which does fix this perma-
nently. It fixes it for all of the loans, 
not just 40 percent of the loans, and it 
gives people certainty. 

If my colleague hasn’t yet seen the 
CBO’s accounting today, it shows that 
there are no savings in this; rather, 
there is a cost. No matter whose pro-
gram it is, there is a cost, and this is 
on accurate accounting. This should 
give us all pause to try to fix this for 
the long term. 

I object to the Senator’s unanimous 
consent but would offer a unanimous 
consent for the President’s proposal or 
work with my colleague to try to get 
us to a point where we can solve this 
problem for those who are in the stu-
dent loan program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I certainly 
respect my colleague’s words about 
working together. I think we have to 
work together. I also respect the fact 
that he has made a proposal and the 
President has made a proposal. In my 
mind, both proposals fall very short on 
several issues. First, they use a base-
line rate of the 10-year T-bill, which we 
have not generally used before for set-
ting student loan interest rates. There 
is no cap on either proposal. One of the 
advantages the President’s proposal 
has, I will admit, is income-based re-
payment. So I have serious reserva-
tions about both proposals. 

I think the issue that faces us now is 
when we talk about trying to create a 
long-term solution, it is not just about 
structuring interest rates, it is also 
about refinancing loans that exist 
today and those that may come due in 
the future. Student loan debt is one of 
the greatest hindrances to young peo-
ple today and ultimately to our econ-
omy in terms of buying homes and 
doing the things we expect college 
graduates could do before they turn 
30—things that are going to be put on 
hold because they are paying off huge 
debts. 

The other thing we have to do is look 
at the structure of costs for colleges 
and the extraordinary growth in col-
lege costs. 

So rather than simply saying we fix 
the problem by going to a higher mar-
ket rate, which, by the way, will cost 
all borrowers, particularly low- and 
middle-income borrowers, significantly 

more money—that is not fixing the 
problem. In many cases, it is creating a 
new set of problems. It will saddle 
present students with higher interest 
payments and higher loans. In the long 
run, it will not deal with this crushing 
debt that already exists for those peo-
ple who have been borrowing. 

I recognize that we have to work to-
gether. My concern is one of calendar. 
We have less than 3 weeks. There is no 
doubt that we are going to be on the 
floor with this very important historic 
immigration bill for all of those 3 
weeks. I don’t think we will have the 
time to fashion a balanced approach for 
all of these different issues, bring it to 
the floor, and have the kind of vigorous 
debate that is very important. 

So I clearly recognize that we need 
long-term solutions, but what we don’t 
need to do is double interest rates on 
students. It is going to immediately 
impact families across this Nation. 

Again, the Senator has been very 
forthright but also thoughtful in terms 
of making a proposal. We disagree, but 
he has come to the floor with a long- 
term solution. I believe we have to 
work toward a long-term solution. My 
sense is that it will not be done in 3 
weeks. It cannot possibly even get to 
the floor. Even if we came to a meeting 
of the minds, there is always a possi-
bility that one or two of our colleagues 
will say: I have a different approach, 
and therefore we won’t have the proce-
dural means to reach the floor. 

So I am actually asking simply to let 
us have the time to work thoughtfully 
on a bipartisan basis to craft not a so-
lution to a rate issue but a comprehen-
sive approach to the issues that burden 
every family in this country, which in-
clude, how do I afford college? What do 
the colleges do to make it more afford-
able? What do we do to make loans be 
more consistent with market rates but 
with protections for borrowers? 

On a final point, I was in law school 
and had the benefit of Federal assist-
ance. In 1981 market-based rates under 
the Republican proposal would have 
reached about 17 percent. With the cost 
of college now, I cannot imagine bor-
rowing that kind of money at a 17-per-
cent fixed-interest rate. Students 
would be financially flattened before 
they got their degree. 

Again, I appreciate the objection. 
The objection has been made, and I 
thank the Presiding Officer. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I believe 
I still have the floor. 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I ask if 
the Senator would mind yielding to me 
before I go to my next meeting. I will 
only take 3 or 4 minutes. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I will 
yield to the Senator for that purpose 
without losing my right to the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. COBURN. We are going to borrow 

$1.6 trillion over the next 10 years to 
fund student loans. The differential be-
tween what that costs the Treasury 
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and what somebody pays—we are going 
to have subsidies in this no matter 
what. The question is, How much are 
the subsidies? We are talking about 
subsidized student loans, but all of 
these end up with a cap of 8.25 percent 
when the student loans are consoli-
dated, which all of them are. We can 
have an income-based repayment plan, 
but there is still a cap when a student 
ultimately gets through school. 

The whole purpose behind this is to 
get some long-term plan so we can con-
trol the cost. If, in fact, we have 3.4 
percent and the rates go to that, that 
means the average American taxpayer 
is subsidizing at 14 percent of that cost. 

I agree with the Senator that we, in 
fact, need to fix the cost drivers in a 
collegiate education, but one of the 
cost drivers is us. Senator ALEXANDER 
and Senator HARKIN have major bills 
on both of those. I agree that we are 
not going to get that debate done. I do 
think we can come to a compromise be-
tween what we have proposed and what 
the President proposed and what the 
Senator from Rhode Island is proposing 
that will solve the long-term problem. 
A 2-year extension doesn’t do us any 
good, and it only does 40 percent. The 
cost the Senator outlined is a subscrip-
tion to Netflix at $14 a month. That is 
the cost differential between my col-
league’s bill and what we are pro-
posing. Somewhere in between there 
has to be a compromise. 

My colleague from Rhode Island has 
my commitment that I will work with 
him to do that. If we—myself, Senator 
ALEXANDER, Senator BURR, the Senator 
from Rhode Island, and those on the 
Democratic side—can forge something 
out in the next 3 weeks, we are more 
than happy to do it. 

I yield the floor, and I thank the Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate the comments from the Senator 
from Oklahoma. As far as the legisla-
tion that has been passed by the House 
Republicans, we know that for the 4 
years of borrowing at the maximum 
loan amounts, for students entering 
college in 2018 and 2019, it would be 
$5,650 more. Whatever subsidy we are 
giving, those families are going to see 
$5,650 more in costs to their student 
loans. I am told the Senate Republican 
version would increase costs, versus 
current rates, by $6,700. 

So talking about the subsidies we are 
giving and not giving disguises the fact 
that if we don’t act by July 1, we are 
going to see students over the next sev-
eral years increasing their debt, not de-
creasing it and not even holding it con-
stant. 

The other remarkable thing is that 
we score things based on budget CBO 
scoring. I am also informed that based 
upon the cost of borrowing, the Federal 
Government and their lending—they 
are making billions of dollars a year 
now on student loans. It is a profit cen-
ter for the Federal Government. And, 

indeed, in looking at the 10-year pro-
jections for the bill that I believe was 
submitted by my Republican col-
leagues, there is a projected $15.6 bil-
lion in additional savings or income to 
the Federal Government. 

We are in this irony where students 
are now going to be contributing bil-
lions of dollars to deficit reduction, 
weapons platforms, and other pro-
grams, but the reality they are going 
to see is that this mountain of debt 
they have today is much higher. Too 
many of them will not be able to climb 
it, and too many others won’t even 
begin the trip. It will result in an econ-
omy that is underperforming and po-
tential students who don’t go to col-
lege, and therefore their income will be 
a fraction of what it would be, and in 
the long run our economy will suffer 
grievously. Again, these are extraor-
dinarily complicated, challenging, 
interrelated, and difficult issues. 

I would like to believe we could get 
this done in 3 weeks. With the 100 Sen-
ators who are with us, the possibility 
of getting anything done in 3 weeks is 
virtually nil. 

I thank the chairman from Vermont, 
and I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on 
amendment No. 1183, I ask unanimous 
consent that the distinguished senior 
Senator from Utah, Mr. HATCH, be a co-
sponsor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I will 
speak on this amendment at greater 
length just before the vote. It makes a 
small but important improvement in 
the processing of visas that are re-
quired by foreign performing artists be-
fore performing in American orchestras 
and other arts organizations. It has to 
be processed in a timely way. 

We have had instances where orches-
tras, for example, in this country have 
had the privilege of having a visiting 
artist, maybe the best in their field— 
violinist, pianist, or whatever else—but 
the process of getting a visa is slowed 
up. Yet they plan performances on a 
certain date. This measure was in-
cluded in the comprehensive immigra-
tion bills of 2006 and 2007 but not en-
acted. This would not give an auto-
matic visa to these artists but simply 
says their application, instead of being 
in the bottom of the pile, would be con-
sidered in a timely fashion. 

On another matter, as we get into 
this debate, I have defended the First 
Amendment, American’s right to 
speak. I have done it even when people 
have said things about me that I wish 
they didn’t. But I also have a right as 
a Senator to comment on such speech. 
I saw a couple of paid political adver-
tisements today in Politico, one that 
personally attacks Senator RUBIO and 
the other directly attacks the Senators 
who drafted the legislative proposal be-
fore us, four Republicans and four 
Democrats. The attacks are so far off 

the mark. They have a right to make 
the attacks, and certainly the publica-
tion has the right to print them. I 
would suggest that something this far 
out of line, this completely unfair type 
of attack, doesn’t do anything to help 
the public debate we are having. 

We had a debate with the 18 members 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee and 
had before us some 300 amendments, 
passed 141, including second-degree 
amendments, and we did it in a re-
spectful way. Both Republican and 
Democratic amendments came up. In 
some areas we had major disagree-
ments among the members, but we did 
it respectfully and did not impugn the 
motives of people on either side. I 
would say this kind of personal insult, 
this level of discourse, is not conducive 
to real debate. It helps neither side. It 
helps neither side. 

I don’t think this is a time for name- 
calling. Let’s work together. We know 
the immigration system we now have 
in this country is not adequate for the 
needs of the country or the people in 
this country. So let’s stop the name 
calling. Let’s stop the false accusa-
tions. I say this in defense of Senator 
RUBIO, as well as all members of the 
Gang of 8, the four Republicans and 
four Democrats named in these ads. 
Let’s work together to have a better 
debate. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1195 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the pending 
amendment be set aside to call up 
amendment No. 1195. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Iowa [Mr. GRASSLEY], for 

himself, and Mr. BLUNT, proposes an amend-
ment numbered 1195. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous 
consent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To prohibit the granting of reg-

istered provisional immigrant status until 
the Secretary has maintained effective 
control of the borders for 6 months) 
On page 855, strike line 24 and all that fol-

lows through page 856, line 9, and insert the 
following: 

(1) PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS FOR REG-
ISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT STATUS.— 
Not earlier than the date upon which the 
Secretary has submitted to Congress a cer-
tification that the Secretary has maintained 
effective control of the Southern border for a 
period of not less 6 months, the Secretary 
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may commence processing applications for 
registered provisional immigrant status pur-
suant to section 245B of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by section 2101 of 
this Act. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, this 
amendment is the first of many that 
will improve the bill and do what the 
American people expect us to do. 

The American people are being asked 
to accept a legalization program and, 
in exchange for that—and that is a 
very compassionate approach—we 
would be assured and the American 
people would be assured that the laws 
were going to be enforced. But as we 
read the details of the bill, it is clear 
the approach taken is to legalize first 
and enforce later. 

My amendment would fundamentally 
change that. The amendment now 
pending would require the Secretary to 
certify to Congress that the Secretary 
has maintained effective control over 
the entire southern border for 6 months 
before proceeding and processing appli-
cations for registered provisional im-
migration status. It is a commonsense 
approach: Border security first. Legal-
ize second. 

To summarize, the bill requires the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, with-
in 6 months that a bill is signed into 
law, to submit a ‘‘comprehensive 
southern border security strategy’’ as 
well as another plan called the ‘‘south-
ern border fencing strategy.’’ 

After those so-called plans are sub-
mitted to Congress, the Secretary can 
start processing applications to legal-
ize the 12 million people who are in the 
United States. The result is that those 
who are undocumented would become 
legal after a mere plan is submitted— 
not even considering if the plan will 
work. 

There are two major flaws. The first 
is, Why do we need legislation to have 
the Secretary submit a border security 
strategy? Isn’t that already the Sec-
retary’s responsibility? Do we really 
need to pass a law to tell her to do her 
job? We shouldn’t have to. 

This is a reminder of what comes up 
in my town meetings in the State of 
Iowa. I have had 73 of those in the 99 
counties already. When I start, some-
body will ask me about immigration. 
So I try to give them an update on 
where we are on the immigration legis-
lation and what I believe about it. But 
invariably, without a doubt, somebody, 
before I start to explain, says, We don’t 
need any more legislation. All we have 
to do is enforce what is already on the 
books and we wouldn’t have a problem. 
So that gets kind of back to the point: 
Why do we need more plans? Isn’t it 
the Secretary’s responsibility already 
to enforce the law? 

Second, the bill would start legaliza-
tion even if the Secretary’s strategies 
are flawed and inadequate. What if this 
Secretary isn’t committed to fencing? 
What if this Secretary believes the bor-
der is more secure than ever? Well, in 
fact, Secretary Napolitano told the 
committee she thought our borders 

were secure. That ought to concern all 
of us, and for sure we couldn’t sell that 
proposition to some of the people who 
come to my town meetings in Iowa. 

RPI status is more than probation. 
RPI status is legalization. Once a per-
son gets RPI, they get the freedom to 
live in the United States. They can 
travel, work, and benefit from every-
thing our country offers. RPI status is 
de facto permanent legalization. We all 
know it will never be taken away. 
Given the history of these types of pro-
grams, we know it will never end. 

My amendment improves the trigger 
and fulfills the wishes of the American 
people: Secure the borders. My amend-
ment ensures the border is secured be-
fore one person gets legal status under 
this act. 

If we pass the bill as is, there will be 
no pressure on this administration or 
any future administration to secure 
the borders. There will be no push by 
the legalization advocates to get that 
job done. We need to work together to 
secure the border first, including Mem-
bers of Congress, members of the ad-
ministration, business leaders, union 
leaders, and advocates for all kinds of 
immigration people. We need to be in 
the same boat to push for secure bor-
ders. But if we have legalization before 
we know the border is secure, then we 
break up and balkanize the advocates 
for immigration reform and the prom-
ise that goes with it of border security. 
So we need to secure the border for sev-
eral reasons so we are not back in the 
same position 20 years from now. We 
need to protect U.S. sovereignty. We 
need to protect homeland security and 
improve national security. 

There are a variety of threats to our 
border. There are potential terrorists 
and transnational criminals. Foreign 
nationals use the porous border to im-
port threatening goods such as weap-
ons of mass destruction, illegal drugs, 
contraband, counterfeit products, and 
other products meant to harm Ameri-
cans or hurt our economy. 

Under my amendment the Secretary 
would have to prove that we have ‘‘ef-
fective control’’—and I have not 
changed that definition of ‘‘effective 
control;’’ it is as defined in the bill— 
and to do it for at least 6 months be-
fore applications for RPI status are 
processed. 

I agree with at least one of the au-
thors of this bill. If this border security 
title is not improved, this bill does not 
stand a chance of making it all the way 
to the President of the United States. 

My amendment is this very necessary 
first step of fixing this issue. 

People do not trust the government 
will get this right or that this adminis-
tration is dedicated to securing the 
border. We do not need a new bill to do 
that. All we need to do is prove to the 
American people that we are sincere 
and we will secure the border. That is 
what is promised by the authors. I do 
not doubt their good intentions. But 
when you have a plan submitted, and 
that is the basis for legalization, it 

seems to me we ought to have proof 
that the border is secure. So let’s wait 
until the border is secure and then le-
galize. 

I thank the chairman for the cour-
tesy of offering this first amendment. 
Also, the chairman was not here when 
I spoke yesterday, but I said that he 
promised an open and transparent 
process in committee, and we had that 
transparent, open process, and I thank 
the chairman for doing that and seeing 
that it was done. I hope that process 
can continue on the floor. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-

REN). The Senator from Vermont. 
Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I ap-

preciate the words of my friend of dec-
ades, the Senator from Iowa. He and I 
worked very closely to have an open 
and transparent process. Whether we 
agreed or disagreed on an issue, we 
tried to move it on. After all, it worked 
better that way because of the 18 mem-
bers of the committee, we were the two 
who had to spend the most time during 
it. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. All the time. 
Mr. LEAHY. All the time. I appre-

ciate working with him. We were able 
to pretty well decide when matters 
would come up and make sure that 
both Republicans and Democrats had a 
chance to bring up all their amend-
ments, and we adopted 136 or so amend-
ments, including second-degree amend-
ments, and all but one or two of them 
were bipartisan votes. I appreciate 
what he said and I enjoyed working 
with him on that. 

I will have more to say at another 
time about his amendment. But I just 
note for the past several days Senators 
have been discussing the immigration 
bill, and I am glad the Senate has now 
turned to actually consider it. We have 
had a lot of talk about getting to it, in-
cluding, of course, the time spent in 
the Judiciary Committee. 

I intend to file a handful of amend-
ments to the bill today, and I would en-
courage others to do the same so we 
can get to work without further delay. 

The bipartisan immigration bill is a 
measure the Senate should come to-
gether on to pass. We should send to 
the House the best bill we can, and I 
think the large majority of Senators 
want to do that. 

We should do what is right, what is 
fair, and what is just. The House has to 
consider comprehensive immigration 
reform legislation without any further 
delay. 

This year one of the most important 
bills we enacted into law was the Vio-
lence Against Women Reauthorization 
Act. From the outset I worked with my 
Republican colleague Senator CRAPO to 
develop that legislation in a bipartisan 
way. We called in Senators from both 
sides of the aisle. We had cosponsors 
from both parties. We took suggestions 
and amendments from both Democrats 
and Republicans. Then we built a ma-
jority of Senators in support. 

I worked very hard to keep that as a 
bipartisan issue when, frankly, we had 
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some on both sides of the aisle who 
wanted to make it a partisan issue. 

Last year we were able to have our 
bill considered. It passed the Senate 
with 68 votes—obviously, a bipartisan 
majority. Parenthetically, I would note 
that yesterday we passed the farm bill 
with fewer votes than that, but the 
New York Times described that farm 
bill, and rightly so, as having ‘‘over-
whelming bipartisan support.’’ 

In fact, last fall, when the House of 
Representatives would not take up our 
VAWA legislation—the violence 
against women legislation—we redou-
bled our efforts during the lameduck 
session. We had many meetings in my 
office between Republicans and Demo-
crats to find where we could go. We 
then reintroduced our bill with some 
modifications at the beginning of this 
year. 

I sought to make it our first legisla-
tive priority of the new Congress. With 
the strong support and leadership of 
the majority leader Senator REID, the 
Senate turned to it, we considered it, 
and we passed it as one of our very first 
legislative matters in February. We ac-
tually passed it with an even stronger 
bipartisan majority this year than last, 
although many of those who now op-
pose immigration reform continued 
voting against reauthorizing the Vio-
lence Against Women Act. But we 
passed a strong, principled, bipartisan 
bill. 

I had people urge me to abandon my 
efforts in the Violence Against Women 
Act to protect all victims. I was glad to 
see they were proven wrong. I was told 
repeatedly that the House of Rep-
resentatives would never consider, let 
alone pass, our bill that provided fair-
ness for gay and lesbian victims and 
that we would never be able to provide 
meaningful protections for Native 
American women being brutalized by 
non-Indians on reservations. 

But I said from my own experience 
early as a prosecutor and since as 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee: 
A victim is a victim is a victim. When 
I would go to crime scenes, I never 
heard a police officer, who would see a 
victim of violence against women, say: 
Wait a minute. Before we can get in-
volved, is this victim gay or straight? 
Is this victim Native American? They 
said a victim is a victim is a victim, 
and let us see what we can do to pro-
tect not only this person but others. 

In spite of all the dire predictions 
and political naysayers, our bipartisan 
group of Senators stuck to our prin-
ciples. The Senate stood firm. We did 
the right thing. 

What happened then? How were we 
able to enact this bill into law? 

The American people spoke up. They 
supported our bill. They demanded ac-
tion. There were some Republican 
Members of the House, such as TOM 
COLE of Oklahoma, who knew the right 
thing to do and were willing to say 
they wanted to do it. Then more and 
more House Republicans came around 
to our view. 

The House, to its credit, changed its 
stance and considered our bill. They 
passed it with no changes whatsoever— 
exactly as it came out of the Senate— 
and it is now law. 

I was proud to stand with President 
Obama on March 7 in an emotional 
ceremony in which he thanked legisla-
tors from both sides of the aisle for 
protecting all victims of domestic vio-
lence and human trafficking. 

Relevant to the pending immigration 
bill, there was one piece of the original 
Leahy-Crapo VAWA bill that was re-
quested by law enforcement to help im-
migrant victims of violence. We sought 
to increase U visas for abused immi-
grant women so they could be pro-
tected and help law enforcement go 
after their abusers. 

So often immigrant women are afraid 
to go and report their abusers because 
they think they themselves may be de-
ported. In fact, we have had evidence 
and testimony that people are being 
abused. If they are immigrants, they 
are told: If you report what I am doing 
to you, I will get you deported. 

That provision had a technical budg-
et affect that last year the House used 
as an excuse not to consider our bill. 

I promised at the beginning of this 
year that I would continue fighting to 
enact that measure. We would take it 
out of the VAWA bill to avoid the tech-
nicality of having it blocked by the 
House, but I never forgot that. I never 
forgot my promise to those immigrant 
women. I am happy to report that 
these important U visas are now part 
of comprehensive immigration reform 
legislation before us. 

I tell this history because some have 
argued the Senate immigration reform 
bill has to be undermined from what we 
brought out of committee. We have to 
do that to conform to demands in-
tended to appease some in the House 
Republican majority. I disagree. I dis-
agree. Just as we did not back off on 
VAWA, I say: Do not do it now. Let’s 
consider not a partisan reason, but 
let’s consider America. The Senate 
should pass the best bill for the econ-
omy, for our families, and for our Na-
tion. We should do what we think is 
right. 

The House of Representatives is 
clearly in a different place than those 
who support the Senate bill. Just last 
Thursday House Republicans voted to 
end President Obama’s administrative 
program to help DREAMers, the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
Program, until such time as we can 
pass the DREAM Act. 

The DREAM Act is in our Senate im-
migration reform bill. It recognizes 
that young people here without fault of 
their own, who are in school or in the 
military, and in good standing should 
not be deported because they are un-
documented. They are Americans. 
They should be part of this Nation’s fu-
ture. 

Senator DURBIN—I am so proud of 
him for this—has been right to fight 
for them, as he has for years. He is a 

national voice for those who want the 
DREAM Act to pass. Senator DURBIN 
has insisted on the DREAM Act being 
included in our legislation, and Presi-
dent Obama was right today to high-
light the achievements and contribu-
tions these young people make to our 
country and will continue to make if 
the bill becomes law. 

Should we now abandon them? 
Should we say let’s just strike those 
measures from the Senate bill because 
Representative KING of Iowa and other 
House Republicans do not like them? 
Of course not. The Senate is a separate 
body—100 people to represent over 300 
million Americans—and we should be 
the conscience of our Nation. That 
means the Senate should do what is 
right if we are to reflect the conscience 
of the Nation. 

I am inspired by the young DREAM-
ers I have met over the last several 
years and by the courageous testimony 
of Juan Antonio Vargas and Gaby 
Pacheco during our hearings this year. 

Our bill should include the DREAM 
Act, just as we should protect and in-
clude the fair but tough pathway to 
citizenship included in the bill reported 
by the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

These provisions are the core of our 
bill. Let’s not start negotiating against 
ourselves. Let’s not start backing off 
what we came together to pass. The 
vote by the Republicans in the House 
of Representatives to prevent DREAM-
ers from being able to stay in the 
United States is not the example that 
the Senate should follow, especially if 
we really want to be the conscience of 
the Nation. 

A few days ago the New York Times 
had a lead editorial that accurately de-
scribes where we are. It cautions 
against making bad modifications to 
the bill. It urges bipartisanship and 
courage and that we stand up to bad 
politics and bad policy. I hope the Sen-
ate will heed this call. 

I ask unanimous consent that a copy 
of this past Sunday’s editorial be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the New York Times, June 8, 2013] 
IMMIGRATION HEADWINDS 
(By the Editorial Board) 

The bipartisan immigration bill that 
passed the Senate Judiciary Committee last 
month is now being sent to meet its fate on 
the Senate floor. While its chances of pas-
sage there look promising, there remains 
much uncertainty about how much—and how 
badly—the bill will be changed in the coming 
three weeks of debate. 

The bill is imperfect as it is, adding too 
many layers of border enforcement and too 
many obstacles on its overlong path to citi-
zenship. But at least it has a path, one that 
gives 11 million people a reasonable chance 
to get on the right side of the law. Demo-
cratic leaders and the bipartisan coalition 
that brought the bill this far need to stand 
firm to protect its carefully drawn com-
promises and to ensure that its irreplaceable 
core—the citizenship path—survives. 

We know how opponents view the bill—as 
an irredeemable ‘‘amnesty’’ measure—and 
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some of the ways they will try to kill it. 
Senator Jeff Sessions, a Republican of Ala-
bama, began the barrage early, with a long 
floor speech on Friday full of dire warnings 
and outright falsehoods. For instance, he ac-
cused the Obama administration of failing to 
enforce existing immigration laws, saying 
that ‘‘virtually no one is being deported,’’ 
which would no doubt surprise a million-and- 
a-half deportees. He complained that the bill 
didn’t do enough at the border, even though 
it lavishes billions of dollars on border 
drones and troops on top of decades’ worth of 
existing militarization. As The Times re-
ported on Friday, defense contractors are 
slavering over immigration reform as the 
best thing for their bottom lines since Iraq. 

Mr. Sessions may be outnumbered, but he 
does have allies. Senator John Cornyn of 
Texas last week proposed a toxic amendment 
that would have required drastic and 
unachievable new border-security bench-
marks to be met before a single person could 
be legalized. That would essentially kill re-
form, which, to be successful, depends on 
bringing millions of people into the legal im-
migration system, not on shutting them out 
from it indefinitely. Mr. Cornyn’s strategy is 
one way to make the bill fail; there are 
many others. 

One issue in dispute is the earned-income 
tax credit, one of the most effective means 
to lift people out of poverty and a perennial 
target for Republicans. Some Republicans 
are insisting that people legalized under the 
bill should not qualify for the credit. That 
would severely strain the fragile finances of 
many immigrants who are going to have to 
pay $2,000 each in penalties to get green 
cards and citizenship. Preserving the credit 
for all legal immigrants is crucial for fair-
ness and keeping families out of destitution. 

As the Senate debates these and other 
points in this crucial-but-vulnerable bill, we 
can only hope that bipartisanship and cour-
age will prevail and that opponents and 
skeptics finally recognize the cost of failure. 

Many Republicans still don’t see the polit-
ical recklessness of killing reform that most 
Americans support. If the Republican Party 
doesn’t care about destroying its viability 
with a generation of Hispanic voters, why 
should anyone else? 

But there is also the danger that the bill’s 
supporters, desperate to pass something, will 
be too willing to yield to the die-hard ob-
structionists and accept compromises that 
warp the bill beyond recognition or useful-
ness. 

The perils in the House are already evi-
dent, even if a solid bill is approved in the 
Senate. The House has its own bipartisan 
group working on a bill, but it has immigra-
tion dead-enders, too. One of them, Rep-
resentative Steve King of Iowa, recently of-
fered a spiteful amendment to a homeland 
security financing bill that would effectively 
kill the Obama administration’s program 
that halts deportations of blameless young 
immigrants known as Dreamers. The amend-
ment passed, sending an unsettling message 
about the depth of House Republican resist-
ance to reform. 

The House battle will be fought later this 
summer. This month, the reform leaders in 
the Senate will have to stand up against bad 
politics and bad policy for a bill that could 
change this country. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, over 
the past weekend, I was happy to hear 
from my neighboring State of New 
Hampshire that Senator AYOTTE 
pledged her support to this bipartisan 
legislation. I know how much I appre-
ciated working with her and Senator 
SHAHEEN earlier this year to get the 

Leahy-Crapo Violence Against Women 
Act reauthorized. Senator AYOTTE, of 
course, was an important leader in her 
caucus on that bipartisan bill. I hope 
and expect she will be on the bipartisan 
immigration bill as well, especially 
since it also contains several protec-
tions for victims of domestic violence 
and human trafficking. 

Just this morning the President of 
the United States spoke to all of us in 
this country, to all of America, about 
the need for Congress to pass com-
prehensive immigration reform. He 
called our commonsense bipartisan bill 
the best chance we have had in years to 
fix the broken immigration system. He 
urged us to do the right thing and do it 
now. He was joined by a cross-section 
of distinguished Americans, Democrats 
and Republicans alike, from DREAM-
ers to former President Bush adminis-
tration officials to business leaders and 
law enforcement representatives and 
clergy and laymen. It was interesting 
to see the coalition that oftentimes 
will not stand together on an issue or 
be opposed to each other standing to-
gether in unity on this issue. 

I know I am meeting later this week 
with the President along with a bipar-
tisan group of Senators so we can work 
together to pass comprehensive immi-
gration reform. I would encourage him 
to keep on speaking about this because 
there are Senators in both parties who 
want real immigration reform. 

Because it is an important economic 
issue, it is also a civil rights issue. It is 
an issue of fundamental fairness. It 
speaks to where we are as a nation. 
The other day when I was speaking 
about this bill, and they referenced the 
fact that—something I never expected 
when I came to the Senate—I have be-
come the President pro tempore of the 
Senate. It means I have been here a 
long time. 

The distinguished Presiding Officer 
that day, the Acting President pro 
tempore, a colleague of ours, she her-
self is an immigrant. She came to this 
country with her mother. She has ex-
plained that they had all of their pos-
sessions in one suitcase. Her mother 
was fleeing an abusive spouse and came 
to this country. Now that mother’s 
daughter is a Senator. 

I think of my wife. She was born in 
this country, but her parents came 
here from Canada speaking a different 
language and became very successful in 
their careers, helped employ a lot of 
people in our State of Vermont. My 
maternal grandparents came from 
Italy not speaking the language, had a 
business, employed a lot of people, be-
came a very important part of our 
country. Their children, one became 
the highest decorated pilot in World 
War II, other distinguished careers, 
one, of course, I am closest to is my 
mother. 

I remember her pride and my father’s 
pride when they saw their son, one gen-
eration removed, become a Senator. 
Well, there is going to be success sto-
ries all over this country if we stand 

for true immigration reform, if we 
make it possible for people of different 
backgrounds and different races, dif-
ferent cultures to come here and make 
this country a better country. They 
speak of us as being the melting pot 
but the melting pot that brings about a 
wonderful combination. We see that in 
a nation—not a nation of such unity of 
thought and religion and politics and 
appearance that becomes bland and not 
vibrant. Instead, we are a country of 
different cultures and languages and 
backgrounds, and we all become Amer-
icans. The sum of the whole is greater 
than the parts. We are a better country 
for it. 

So if we stand together, if we stay 
true to our values and agreements, I 
believe we can pass legislation that 
will be a continuing renewal of our 
spirit, our creativity, our vitality as a 
nation, which upholds our great tradi-
tions and compassion in humanity as a 
welcoming nation. That is what I be-
lieve the Senate should do, what I be-
lieve our ancestors should have done, I 
believe generations before us that 
made this a great country should have 
done, and I believe we will be a better 
country if we will because of the people 
who have become citizens in this coun-
try. 

I look forward to the day when we 
come together, we 100 Senators come 
together and pass a bill that reflects 
the conscience of our Nation, the con-
science of the Senate, a bill that will 
make us all proud and America proud. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey. 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, 

let me first recognize the incredible 
work of the distinguished chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee who worked 
through a very open, transparent, fair 
process that led to 130-some-odd 
amendments being considered and 
voted upon, in many cases adopted, and 
almost all of them adopted, from what 
I understand, many of them bipartisan. 

I think even those who oppose immi-
gration reform acknowledge the chair-
man’s evenhandedness and his willing-
ness to have an open and free debate. 
That got us to where we are today. So 
he has my appreciation and my admi-
ration for the way in which he con-
ducted that process that brings us to 
today. 

As a member of the Senate bipartisan 
Gang of 8, I believe we come to this 
floor if not in complete harmony, at 
least on the same sheet of music with 
a very solid legislative process. Let me 
take this opportunity to thank our 
staffs who have worked extraordinarily 
hard to put all of the pieces of this bill 
together and make this day possible. 

You know, Senator SCHUMER calls 
Leon Fresco his genius. I like to think 
of my counsel, Kerri Talbot, as the 
conscience of the Gang of 8. I want to 
thank Kerri for her dedication, for al-
ways believing that if we put our heads 
in the yoke and pull hard enough we 
could pull our plow all of the way to a 
workable compromise, and we have. 
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I want to thank all of those other 

staffers who put in so many hours and 
who will no doubt put in many more 
until this bill is passed and put on the 
President’s desk. 

This bill before us is the essence of 
compromise. During this long process, 
no one in the Gang of 8 got everything 
they wanted. But everyone got a work-
able bill worthy of support. That is the 
very definition in my mind of com-
promise. We did what we were elected 
to do. That is democracy in action. We 
may not all agree all the time, but all 
of us were elected to govern, and the 
hard work of compromise is the only 
way to get things done in a democracy. 

We all bring certain core principles 
to our job. Those are the things we 
should not compromise. But there is a 
difference between compromising your 
principles and compromising on issues. 
It is not about holding out for political 
or ideological gain but letting your 
core principles guide you to a com-
promise that benefits the Nation. We 
were all elected. It is up to all of us to 
govern together. 

So I urge my colleagues to stand 
with us on this comprehensive reform 
package that is so critical to the na-
tional security of the United States, to 
the national economy of the United 
States, and to preserve our values as a 
nation of immigrants. Let’s come to-
gether as we have in the Gang of 8 and 
give every American what they have 
been asking for, which is a way to fix 
our broken immigration system. 

Now, we need to know who is here to 
pursue the American dream versus who 
is here to do it harm. That is what im-
migration reform will do. It will bring 
people out of the shadows, into the 
light, and they will have to register 
with the government, go through a 
criminal background check, pay taxes, 
learn English, and go to the back of the 
line after all of those who are waiting 
under the existing system so that they 
would be processed first. So they are 
not going to break into the line and get 
to the top of the line. 

It is not only in the national security 
interests of the United States, it is in 
the economic interests of the United 
States to harness the economic power 
of millions of new Americans. Let’s be 
honest with ourselves about who these 
new Americans are. If you had fruit for 
breakfast this morning, it was prob-
ably picked in the hot Sun by an immi-
grant worker with a bent back and sun-
burned skin. 

If you had chicken for dinner last 
night, it was probably plucked by the 
calloused, cut-up hands of an immi-
grant worker. If you have someone in 
your family who is infirm and needs 
constant care, chances are, it is an im-
migrant worker who works the third 
shift to attend to their needs with a 
warm heart and steady hand. 

If you are wondering who is spurring 
American innovation, chances are it is 
an immigrant high-tech, startup entre-
preneur who, according to the National 
Venture Capital Association, has start-

ed 25 percent of public U.S. companies 
backed by venture capital investors. In 
fact, as of 2010 nearly one-fifth, 18 per-
cent, of all Fortune 500 companies had 
at least one founder who was an immi-
grant. That is who the new Americans 
are. You know it, I know it. Immigrant 
workers have been there every day 
working hard, providing services, an 
integral part of our economy in tour-
ism and farming and the restaurant in-
dustry, in small businesses and high- 
tech startups. The simple fact is immi-
gration reform is good for our econ-
omy. 

We want to be sure every American 
who wants to work hard at any job has 
the opportunity in America to do it 
first. We also do not want to exploit an 
underclass in America that would sup-
press all wages of workers in the econ-
omy. And if, in fact, you have an 
underclass of undocumented individ-
uals who can be exploited, and very 
often are very much exploited, you cre-
ate a system in which you suppress the 
wages of all workers. Eliminating that 
is an opportunity to ensure that wages 
rise. 

The fact is that immigration reform 
will increase tax revenue. As we can 
see from this chart, as a direct result 
of this legislation, we will increase tax 
revenues over 10 years by $109 billion. 
That is $69 billion in Federal revenue 
and $40 billion in badly needed in-
creases in revenue to the States. 

Our second chart shows cumulative 
economic gains over 10 years after pas-
sage of this legislation. Look at these 
numbers. Just look at them. Fixing the 
broken immigration system would in-
crease America’s GDP, its gross domes-
tic product, by $832 billion over the 
next 10 years. 

It will increase wages of all Ameri-
cans by $470 billion over 10 years, and 
it will increase the number of jobs cre-
ated in America by 121,000 per year. Im-
migrants will start small businesses, 
and they will create jobs for all Amer-
ican workers. In fact, small businesses 
owned by immigrants employed an es-
timated 4.7 million people in 2007 and 
created more than $776 billion in rev-
enue annually. 

I ask my colleagues, knowing we 
have a broken immigration system, 
knowing millions of families are in the 
shadows, knowing we have to address 
this problem now, can we, in good con-
science, afford not to pass a bill that 
would increase GDP over 10 years by 
$832 billion? Really, can we? Can we af-
ford not to pass a bill that will increase 
wages of all Americans by $470 billion? 
Can we afford not to pass a bill that 
will create 121,000 jobs every year for 
the next 10 years, 1.2 million more jobs 
in the next decade, because we had the 
wisdom and the will to act? 

Immigrants have been a silent force 
on this economy, working in the shad-
ows. It is time to bring them into the 
light. It is time to harness that eco-
nomic power. They are working hard 
providing services, working in every in-
dustry at every level, even sacrificing 
their lives to serve in our military. 

In wave after wave, season after sea-
son, immigrants have been the back-
bone of the agricultural industry, will-
ing to work the fields and pull the 
crops that feed our families. That work 
is being done by immigrant workers, 
and God bless them for their willing-
ness to do it. 

God bless men such as LCpl Jose 
Gutierrez, who was not even a citizen 
of the United States when he became 
the first American soldier to die in 
Iraq. He wore the uniform of this Na-
tion. He was willing to do battle for 
this Nation. He died on behalf of the 
country. He was not, although he as-
pired to be, even a citizen of the United 
States. 

Let’s send a message to every Amer-
ican to stand with us on immigration 
reform in memory of LCpl Jose Gutier-
rez and every soldier like him. Let’s 
send a message that no longer will im-
migrant families be separated from 
loved ones. No longer will U.S. citizens 
and lawful permanent residents be 
caught up in immigration raids and de-
tained unlawfully in violation of their 
constitutional rights simply because of 
the way they look, the way they speak, 
or the color of their skin. 

We have many cases of U.S. citizens 
and legal permanent residents who 
have been unlawfully detained in im-
migration raids until their citizenship 
was established or their permanent 
residency was established. Who among 
us in this Chamber would be willing to 
be a second-class citizen in this coun-
try? I don’t know about others, but 
right now I have nothing in my posses-
sion that says I am a U.S. citizen. I am 
not carrying my passport. I was born in 
the United States, but I don’t carry my 
birth certificate. I certainly don’t ex-
pect to be stopped because, as some 
said in this Chamber in 2007, I am one 
of those people—one of those people— 
that I am different, that I am somehow 
not American. 

We know the history of this Nation. 
History has taught us when there is a 
story of one group of people becoming 
a suspect class, when one group of peo-
ple is blamed for all the ills of the Na-
tion, that story always has a sad end-
ing. We cannot let that happen again in 
the greatest country on the face of the 
Earth. 

As the son of Cuban-American immi-
grants growing up in Union City, I un-
derstand too many families have wait-
ed too long for commonsense immigra-
tion reform, too long to have the 
chance to raise their hands, take the 
oath, and say they ‘‘will support and 
defend the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic,’’ and 
‘‘bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same.’’ 

Too many have waited too long to 
say those words that will change their 
lives. They changed my mother’s life 
and, in turn, changed mine, giving me 
the chance to stand here today, one of 
100 U.S. Senators, one of eight who has 
spent months negotiating a very tough 
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but fair proposal to fix our broken im-
migration system. 

I know what is at stake. We know 
what is at stake. We have lived it, and 
we see it every day. I believe we can fi-
nally say today there is some light at 
the end of the long dark tunnel that 
has been before us. 

This bill represents a lot of hard 
work. It is the essence of compromise. 
We have come a long way in the Gang 
of 8, but there is still a long way to go. 

Are there legitimate amendments 
that can improve this bill? Of course. 
Are there still those who would amend 
this bill solely to undermine immigra-
tion reform? Absolutely. They may 
cloak their words in suggesting they 
want to see reform, but the reality is 
they are dead set against it. Are there 
those who still decry this as amnesty? 
We hear it every day. We have already 
heard it in this debate. Some of these 
roles are being reprised from 2007. 
Every day they are still wrong and 
could not be more wrong. 

Amnesty means you did something 
wrong and are forgiven without having 
to make yourself right. This bill is cer-
tainly not amnesty. This bill says you 
must make yourself right by reg-
istering with the government, going 
through criminal background checks, 
and if you are a criminal, or you are 
found to be a criminal under that back-
ground check, you will get deported, as 
you should. It says you have to pay 
taxes, you have to learn English, and 
you have to wait your turn and go to 
the back of the line. 

Are there those who think we have 
not done enough to control the border? 
Yes, there are those voices, even 
though we have included $6.5 billion to 
increase technology and finish the job. 
We have already started to secure our 
borders, even though the border provi-
sions of this bill were largely written 
by Senators representing border 
States. They live it with every day. 
They had some of the biggest input in 
the Gang of 8 to say this is what we 
feel we need to deal with border secu-
rity—so much so, on these provisions 
and with these dollars, that the New 
York Times reported on Friday that 
defense contractors favor immigration 
reform because of what we have in-
cluded for border security. The facts 
are clear. The truth is here for all to 
see. 

Let me show you our next chart. 
Since 1986, spending on border secu-

rity has increased. As you can see from 
this chart, immigration enforcement 
spending, adjusted to 2012 dollars, has 
dramatically increased over the last 26 
years, over two decades. Border spend-
ing has gone from $1.2 billion in 1986 to 
$6.2 billion in the year 2002, peaking in 
2009 at $20 billion annually. We are in-
creasing it again in this legislation by 
over $6.5 billion. That is more than 
four times as much as 2002 and more 
than 20 times as much border spending 
as in 1986. No one can say we have ne-
glected border security in this bill. 

Here is another chart to put it in a 
different context. Let’s put this in this 

context. When we look at spending, as 
you can see from this chart, we now 
spend more on immigration enforce-
ment than all other criminal enforce-
ment agencies combined—all of them 
combined. 

In 2012 we spent almost $18 billion on 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, Customs and Border Patrol, and 
US–VISIT, $18 billion, compared to 
about $14 billion, $4 billion less on all 
other principal law enforcement agen-
cies such as the FBI. 

As I said, we are adding over $6.5 bil-
lion to the immigration and enforce-
ment side of the ledger in this bill. 
That will put us in the position of 
spending twice as much on border secu-
rity as we do on all other law enforce-
ment agencies in this country. 

It is not only the money we spend but 
how we spend it. 

The fact is border enforcement is at 
an all-time high. We are enacting a 
strategy to have 100 percent surveil-
lance and prevent at least 90 percent of 
all illegal border crossings across the 
highest risk areas of our southern bor-
der, but there are still those who say it 
is not enough. 

We are investing in new technologies 
to secure the borders. The number of 
Border Patrol agents has doubled over 
the past 8 years, but there are still 
those who say not enough. 

Let’s be clear, we are making signifi-
cant additional investments in border 
security and technology to make sure 
at least 90 percent of all illegal border 
crossings are prevented. There are 
some who say: Oh, we have to have 100 
percent. I don’t know anything the 
Federal Government does 100 percent. 
Do we catch 100 percent of all the 
criminals? Do we collect 100 percent of 
all taxes? Do we do 100 percent of any-
thing? No. Those who try to invoke 
that type of standard are simply trying 
to undermine the pathway toward citi-
zenship. 

Let’s be clear. We are making very 
significant strides and this is very 
tough in all of the border provisions. I 
have only mentioned a few. There are a 
lot more. 

On the flip side, there are those who 
believe we have done all we can on bor-
der security in this legislation but 
have not gone far enough in other 
areas, that there are too many obsta-
cles to citizenship and a 13-year path is 
too long. A 13-year path—certainly not 
an easy road or anything anyone could 
call amnesty—is a compromise I am 
willing to accept so we can finally 
bring 11 million people out of the shad-
ows and give them a chance for better 
lives for themselves, their families, to 
earn their way here in America to ful-
fill their hopes, dreams, and aspira-
tions, as well as our hopes, dreams, and 
aspirations as a country. 

The fact is, at the end of the day, 
when all of the political posturing has 
subsided, we have an obligation to gov-
ern. We have met, in this proposal, 
that obligation. We have come up with 
a good, solid, bipartisan product. The 

time has come and the moment is here. 
The opportunity is before us to make 
history, and I hope we don’t miss that 
opportunity. 

Let me urge my colleagues, let’s not 
begin this debate with toxic amend-
ments that would test the basic values 
and principles of those on one side or 
the other, force us all to our respective 
corners, no lines in the sand. Let’s get 
the job done. We don’t need amend-
ments that would establish manipu-
lable border security benchmarks be-
fore we could even bring one person out 
of the shadows. This is not finding a 
way to govern, that is about killing the 
bill. 

We do not need to retreat to lines 
drawn in the sand on every issue cov-
ered by this legislation. We can either 
come together, both sides, both parties, 
and govern, as the American people 
want to see us do, or once again blow it 
up and do nothing. 

I believe we have come too far and 
the demands of the American people in 
poll after poll are rather clear: It is 
time to fix our broken immigration 
system. Join us and make history. 

Eleven million people live in the 
shadows of fear and hope they will one 
day—if they do all the right things— 
have a chance, however difficult it will 
be, to become American citizens. This 
bill would give them that chance. Citi-
zenship will not be easy, but the rules 
are clear: It will take up to 13 years to 
complete after background checks, 
fines, penalties, paying taxes, working, 
and learning English. 

They want to reunite their families, 
and this bill will finally—finally—do 
what we should have done long ago to 
keep families together under a provi-
sion to allow immediate reunification 
of green card holders with their 
spouses and minor children. How can 
we in good conscience not support the 
reunification of families who have been 
separated for far too long? For those 
who come to this floor and proclaim 
their commitment to family values, 
this is the time to show it. 

This bill will clear the current back-
log for those already waiting in line— 
those who have been patient and wait-
ing in line—and put the additional 11 
million at the back of that line. It is a 
long line indeed. Let no one come to 
this floor and misrepresent this com-
promise language as amnesty. It clear-
ly isn’t amnesty. This is not a free ride 
but a pathway for undocumented indi-
viduals to earn; for those who have 
been here contributing to America’s 
economy while living in constant fear 
of deportation, constant fear of exploi-
tation, constant fear of waking up in 
the morning and wondering if they will 
see their family at night. 

The bill provides a simple, fair oppor-
tunity for DREAMers. These are young 
people who, through no fault of their 
own, came to America because their 
parents brought them here. The only 
country they know is that of the 
United States. The only flag they have 
ever pledged allegiance to is the Amer-
ican flag. The only national anthem 
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they know is the ‘‘Star-Spangled Ban-
ner.’’ How can we not give them a 
chance, when they were brought here 
by their families and they want to be-
long to the only country they have 
ever known? 

Madam President, this has been a 
hard road to compromise, with months 
of hard work and hard negotiations. 
But the hard work of trying to achieve 
comprehensive immigration reform has 
paid off with the support of the broad-
est spectrum of groups and organiza-
tions I have seen in my nearly 20 years 
between the House and the Senate. 
From the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
representing business in this country, 
to the AFL–CIO representing labor; 
from agro-growers to farm workers, 
from high-tech entrepreneurs to res-
taurant owners and every religious sec-
tor—the evangelical community is 
strongly supportive of this, as are 
Christians and Jews and everything in 
between. People on all sides of every 
issue are finding common ground to 
say this is the right legislation for 
America. 

We have a chance to make history, 
but we cannot make history without 
uniting behind a deep and abiding be-
lief in the need to govern, the need to 
fulfill our responsibilities to the people 
we represent. The time has come. If we 
cannot come together on comprehen-
sive immigration reform at a time 
when the American people have clearly 
spoken, if we cannot push back against 
the extremes that will always prevent 
us from ever finding the center, if we 
choose only to obstruct and not solve, 
destroy and not build, then we will 
have lost a perfect chance not only to 
make history but to do what is right by 
our country. 

This is a good bill. It is a fair com-
promise, a chance for us to come to-
gether and govern and do what a ma-
jority of the American people are de-
manding we do. Last year’s national 
election evidenced a new American de-
mographic, and the new America spoke 
resoundingly about who they will sup-
port and not support based on how they 
vote on comprehensive immigration re-
form. Let’s listen to what that new 
America had to say and do the right 
thing. 

I am confident we can get this bill 
passed, and I hope—I sincerely hope— 
our colleagues in the House will take 
our lead and pass comprehensive immi-
gration reform this year. I hope they 
will join us in realizing the time has 
come. 

Si, se puede—yes, we can. 
With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
USA PATRIOT ACT 

Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 
just wanted to say a few words on an 
issue that is of deep concern to many 
Americans. In 2001, 2006, and in 2011, I 
voted against the USA PATRIOT Act. I 
voted against that legislation because I 
believed in a democratic and constitu-
tional form of government we can ef-

fectively combat terrorism without 
sacrificing the civil liberties and the 
constitutional protections which make 
us a free country. 

The President has said he welcomes a 
debate on this issue, and I agree with 
him. There should be a debate. And the 
debate should center on whether the 
Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution is still relevant. If it is, let’s 
abide by it. If it isn’t, let’s not be hypo-
crites and let’s acknowledge we live in 
a society, in a nation, where our free-
doms and liberties have been severely 
compromised. But let’s not pretend the 
protections the Fourth Amendment 
guarantees exist when in fact they do 
not exist. 

Here is what the Fourth Amendment 
to the Constitution states: 

The right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers and effects 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, 
shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by 
Oath or Affirmation, and particularly de-
scribing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized. 

That is the Fourth Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Now, let’s talk about what we 
learned in the last week about the Na-
tional Security Agency’s activities. We 
learned it is likely that virtually every 
phone call made by every American is 
being collected and stored by the 
United States Government. The time 
you made that phone call, where you 
made that phone call, how long you 
were on the phone, and to whom you 
made that phone call is now part of the 
record of the United States Govern-
ment. Every husband calling a wife, 
every businessman making a deal, 
every elected official talking to a con-
stituent, every candidate talking to a 
campaign manager, every doctor talk-
ing to a patient, every lawyer talking 
to a client, every journalist tracking a 
story—all of that information and 
more—is now on file with the United 
States Government. 

What is even more alarming is that it 
is not just the government officials 
who have access to that information. It 
turns out it is also available to private 
contractors such as Booze-Allen, and I 
assume many other contractors. 

A few weeks ago, Madam President, 
you will recall there was a huge uproar 
in the media, including front-page sto-
ries about the Obama administration 
tracking the phone calls made by re-
porters from the Associated Press. It 
was a big deal. Everybody was really 
concerned about that. While not listen-
ing to the calls, they learned who the 
reporters were speaking to, how long 
they were speaking, and where the re-
porters were located. Well, guess what. 
It turns out what the Obama adminis-
tration was doing to the AP is nothing 
unusual. This appears to be exactly 
what the government has the capa-
bility to do to every single American. 

Furthermore, we have also recently 
learned the government has the capa-
bility to monitor every Web site we 

visit, every video we see, and every 
item we search for online. 

Madam President, everybody under-
stands terrorism is a serious issue and 
the United States Government—and 
governments throughout the world— 
must do everything it can to protect 
its people. We do not want another 9/11. 
We do not want another bombing such 
as the one at the Boston Marathon. We 
do, however, want our government, our 
intelligence agencies and law enforce-
ment authorities to be strong and ef-
fective in combating terrorism. But it 
is my very strong opinion we can do 
that without living in an Orwellian 
world where the government and pri-
vate corporations know every tele-
phone call we make, every Web site we 
visit, every place we go. 

Is that really the country we want to 
be? Let’s be clear: The technology for 
monitoring every aspect of our daily 
lives will only increase in years to 
come as that technology becomes ever 
more sophisticated. 

Opposition to the current NSA policy 
is coming from across the political 
spectrum. Representative JIM SENSEN-
BRENNER, a conservative Republican 
from Wisconsin, and one of the authors 
of the original PATRIOT Act, said in a 
Thursday letter to Attorney General 
Eric Holder that he is ‘‘extremely trou-
bled’’ by the National Security Agen-
cy’s seizure of the phone records of mil-
lions of Verizon customers through a 
secret court ruling. Representative 
SENSENBRENNER also said: 

I do not believe the released FISA order is 
consistent with the requirements of the PA-
TRIOT Act. How could the phone records of 
so many innocent Americans be relevant to 
an authorized investigation as required by 
the act? Seizing phone records of millions of 
innocent people is excessive and un-Amer-
ican. 

That is what Republican Congress-
man JIM SENSENBRENNER said in a 
press release that accompanied his let-
ter to the Attorney General. 

It is clear to me the United States 
Congress has to take a very hard look 
at the USA PATRIOT Act, and specifi-
cally section 215. The bottom line is we 
must be strong and effective in com-
bating terrorism, but it is absolutely 
my view we can do that without under-
mining the constitutional rights that 
make us a free country. 

With that, Madam President, I yield 
the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado. 

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I 
want to first thank the Senator from 
South Dakota for his indulgence for 5 
minutes or so to do this, and the Sen-
ator from Indiana for yielding his time 
to me. We got a little out of order on 
the floor, but I wanted to speak before 
the night was out about this incredible 
chance we have with respect to fixing 
our broken immigration system. 

Over the next few weeks, the Senate 
has a golden opportunity to do some-
thing great, to do something that is 
important, to do something that shows 
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that Washington can actually work; 
that we are aligned with the priorities 
of the American people; and that we 
can take on hard challenges and solve 
them. That is the opportunity before 
us. 

I have to say thank you to all of my 
colleagues who served on this so-called 
Gang of 8 and worked not even in a bi-
partisan way but in a nonpartisan way 
to fix problems that afflict our econ-
omy and our democracy throughout 
the country in different ways. 

I particularly want to thank Senator 
JOHN MCCAIN and Senator SCHUMER for 
their leadership during good times, but 
particularly during the tough times 
during this negotiation. A lot of people 
I represent sometimes wonder whether 
Washington is just irretrievably bro-
ken, whether we can actually do some-
thing in the regular order instead of 
just in the middle of the night. To 
them I can come to the floor tonight 
and say: Finally, we have a process of 
which we can be proud. We have a bi-
partisan bill. We had a dozen hearings 
on this issue, with almost a month be-
tween the introduction of the bill and 
the committee markup. We had 37 
hours of consideration in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, with 300 amend-
ments filed and 212 considered. I think 
141 of these amendments from our col-
leagues were actually approved. 

Even some of the harshest critics of 
the bill have commended the open and 
transparent process, and I am grateful 
to Chairman LEAHY for his work as 
well as the members of the Judiciary 
Committee. 

In the coming weeks, many more 
amendments will come before this 
body. Voices on every side of the issue 
will continue to have the chance to be 
heard, which is the way democracy 
ought to work. At the end of the day, 
I hope we will not squander the great-
est chance we have had in a generation, 
in 25 years, to fix our broken immigra-
tion system. 

No one understands this better than 
the people of Colorado—the people I 
represent, who even though they do not 
think of themselves this way particu-
larly, are one-third Democrat, one- 
third Republican, and one-third Inde-
pendent. From end to end and corner to 
corner of our great western State, peo-
ple have said to me: Michael, when are 
these guys going to fix this broken im-
migration system? With agriculture on 
the west slope in northern Colorado 
and on the eastern plains, this has a $40 
billion impact to our State. 

We have great high-tech in Colorado, 
with people inventing the future as we 
stand here today in bioscience, aero-
space, engineering, and a growing 
startup community. Colorado’s high- 
tech sector includes more than 10,000 
companies. My hope is that 5 years 
from now there will be 10,000 more, and 
5 years after that 10,000 more than 
that. We have 150,000 workers today 
who produce almost $3 billion in ex-
ports each year, as well as a new pat-
ent office opening soon. 

We have a huge tourism industry. 
Hotels, restaurants, and the ski indus-
try struggle to find the workers they 
need. The ski industry alone brings in 
57 million visitors to the country each 
year, many of these people traveling to 
Colorado year after year. 

We have a growing Latino popu-
lation. It is almost 21 percent of our 
State’s population. In places such as 
the Denver Public Schools—a place I 
had the privilege to work before I came 
to the Senate—over half our students 
are Latino. That is why we set out sev-
eral years ago to have a conversation 
in Colorado, in the rural parts of the 
State, in the urban parts of the State, 
with our high-tech community, with 
our agriculture community, saying: 
What needs to be done? We brought to-
gether business leaders, farmers, faith 
leaders, law enforcement, advocates, 
and community leaders and we said: 
Washington is broken. We can’t wait 
for them to act. What can we do in Col-
orado? 

We came up with seven principles for 
immigration reform which are now re-
flected in the legislation before us. It 
turns out that actually for once we un-
derestimated this place. This place was 
willing to approach this work with the 
seriousness of purpose that Colorado 
citizens were. 

I wish to tell one Colorado story to 
reflect this. Wayne Mininger, an onion 
farmer from Greeley, CO, also rep-
resents onion farmers across the Na-
tion as head of the National Onion As-
sociation. Growing up on his father’s 
farm in California’s San Joaquin Val-
ley and now owning his own farm in 
Greeley, CO, he has witnessed the 
farmer’s struggle to find reliable labor 
his entire working life. The farmers he 
represents have long voiced their frus-
tration with a visa system that results 
in serious delays hiring workers or not 
having enough labor altogether to har-
vest crops. 

They are not interested in the poli-
tics in the Nation’s Capitol. They are 
interested in running their farms and 
ranches. They are interested in know-
ing they have a steady supply of labor. 
Wayne took the trouble to write a let-
ter to the Greeley Tribune about why 
he is supporting this bill. Since he said 
it better than I could say it myself, I 
ask unanimous consent it be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Greeley Tribune] 

COLORADO’S DELEGATION MUST SUPPORT 
IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(By Wayne Mininger, Executive Vice 
President of the National Onion Association) 

Growing up in California’s San Joaquin 
Valley, from very early on I saw the critical 
role seasonal workers played on my father’s 
fruit, nut and vegetable farm. Due to dimin-
ishing domestic worker availability, it be-
came a constant struggle to obtain sufficient 
immigrant seasonal help because the visa 
process was cumbersome, complex and con-
voluted. 

Later in life, I experienced seasonal labor 
struggles as a business partner with my fa-
ther in Greeley on our onion farm. 

Now as a leader of the National Onion As-
sociation, I represent onion farmers from 
coast to coast and border to border. Through 
the years, I’ve heard countless stories about 
how difficult it is to work within our immi-
gration system. 

That’s why I support the immigration 
overhaul bill making its way through Con-
gress. It is an excellent opportunity to ad-
dress rural America’s ability to attain a reli-
able, stable and legal workforce. 

This bill isn’t perfect, and I don’t agree 
with everything in it. Thanks to the Group 
of Eight, which includes Sen. MICHAEL BEN-
NET, D-Colo., for finally coming together in a 
bipartisan way to craft a common-sense bill 
that attempts to fix a broken immigration 
system. I encourage Colorado’s other rep-
resentatives, including Sen. MARK UDALL, D- 
Colo., and Rep. CORY GARDNER, R-Colo., to 
support it as well. Agriculture is the back-
bone of our state and national economies; we 
need policies that help farmers, not hinder 
them. 

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, 
some critics will not be surprised peo-
ple around here are using the same old, 
tired talking points in an effort to 
delay and kill this bill altogether. But 
the people of Colorado know better and 
the people across this country know 
better. They know that passing this 
bill is critical to strengthening our 
country’s borders. It will make us 
safer, add to our security, aligning our 
immigration system with the needs not 
of a 20th century economy or a 19th 
century economy but of the 21st cen-
tury economy our children are expect-
ing us to build and honoring our herit-
age of a nation of laws and a nation of 
immigrants. That is why a growing 
number of Americans support fixing 
our broken immigration system and 70 
percent support a tough but fair path-
way to citizenship. That is what is con-
tained in this bill. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues in the days and weeks ahead 
to find ways we can even improve this 
bill and, at the end of the day, pass leg-
islation that will make us stronger as 
a nation and better serve the next gen-
eration of Americans and the genera-
tion after that. Since our founding, 
there are a number of aspects that 
have made us spectacular as a country, 
but there are two that are hard to find 
anywhere else. We are a nation that 
subscribes to the rule of law and we are 
a nation of immigrants. With this bill, 
we will assert both of those principles, 
and I think we have a golden oppor-
tunity to come together again and say 
that Washington is not just about play-
ing our own politics, it is about doing 
the people’s business so we can show 
this place can actually work together 
again to accomplish something very 
important for all of America. 

I yield the floor, probably consider-
ably later than I should have. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I also 
would like to thank the Senator from 
Colorado for his generosity with his 
time and for giving me the opportunity 
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to make some remarks. I have an 
amendment I filed which I do not think 
we are going to get an opportunity to 
have pending tonight. I hope we can 
get it pending at some point. I hope we 
can have a number of amendments 
pending and voted on. That is, after all, 
what the Senate should be about. 
Clearly, on an issue of this consequence 
to the American people and for those of 
us who represent States from all across 
the country, this is an issue that needs 
to be debated. That is why many of us 
voted to get on the bill today. I think 
we can all acknowledge that we have 
an immigration system that is broken 
and it needs to be fixed. 

As I come to the floor to discuss this 
particular amendment, I am reminded 
that each time Congress has tried to 
fix our immigration system, there have 
been promises and more promises of a 
more secure border. Unfortunately, 
those promises are never upheld. The 
bill before us is well intended, but it is 
following the same path as past immi-
gration bills. Under this bill, it is cer-
tain that 12 million undocumented 
workers will receive legal status soon 
after the bill is enacted. However, the 
border security provisions are nothing 
more than promises which, again, may 
never be upheld. 

When I talk to my constituents back 
in South Dakota, they ask a couple of 
questions. The first one is: When will 
our Federal Government keep its prom-
ises on border security? I think that is 
first and foremost the issue most peo-
ple see when they look at the immigra-
tion debate. They want to know why it 
is that we continue to talk about en-
forcing the law and securing the bor-
der, but we do not follow through on 
the steps that are necessary to do that. 

They also ask the second question: 
Why do we need more laws? Why do we 
need more laws when we are not en-
forcing the laws that are currently on 
the books? It is time we follow through 
on the promises that have been made 
in the past of a more secure border. 
The Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 
required 700 miles of reinforced double- 
layered fencing along the southern bor-
der. This goal was reaffirmed when 
Congress passed the Secure Fence Act 
in 2006. To date, less than 40 miles out 
of the 700 miles of fencing required by 
law has been completed. My amend-
ment, amendment No. 1197, simply re-
quires that we implement current law 
prior to legalization as an indication 
that we are serious about border secu-
rity. As specified by this amendment, 
350 miles of the fencing would be re-
quired prior to RPI status being grant-
ed. The completion of this section of 
the fence would be a tangible dem-
onstration that this administration is 
serious about border security. 

After RPI status is granted, the re-
maining 350 miles required by current 
law would have to be constructed dur-
ing the 10-year period before registered 
provisional immigrants can apply for 
green cards. 

There are a lot of issues associated 
with this bill. It has a lot of moving 
parts. There are lots of things, as this 
debate continues, that need to be ad-
dressed and hopefully amendments 
that will be offered on the floor can 
make this bill stronger and improve it 
as it goes through the process. I say to 
my colleagues in the Senate that if we 
are serious about wanting to show that 
we get this whole issue of border secu-
rity and we are not just talking about 
it but actually making real changes to 
make our border more secure, then this 
amendment is one way to show it. 
After all, many of us acknowledge that 
of the many components and elements 
of this debate, first and foremost is 
that we have to address the issue of 
border security. 

It gets talked about. There is a lot of 
rhetoric surrounding it. There is a lot 
of rhetoric in the Senate, as I men-
tioned earlier about this very subject 
where promises and commitments have 
been made, promises and commitments 
that have never been fulfilled with re-
spect to border security. 

This amendment, No. 1197, as I said, 
is very simple, very straightforward, 
and only follows through on commit-
ments that have been made by Con-
gress in the past and which I think the 
American people expect and, frankly, 
have a right to expect, that we would 
follow through on: 350 miles of fence 
before RPI status is granted and an-
other 350 miles of fence prior to a green 
card being issued. 

It is not complicated. I think in a lot 
of respects this issue is not com-
plicated. It is certainly not com-
plicated in the minds of the American 
people who think first and foremost 
this is about border security, about 
border enforcement, about a nation 
that is able to control its very borders 
for so many reasons, many of which 
have been discussed and talked about 
and I hope will be talked about even 
more in the days ahead. 

I understand I do not have the oppor-
tunity to get this amendment up and 
pending to where it could be voted on 
this evening, but I certainly hope, at 
least as we get underway in this debate 
tomorrow, that those of us who have 
amendments we think would strength-
en and improve this bill will have the 
opportunity to put them forward and 
to get them voted on. 

Amendment No. 1197 is one of those. 
I certainly hope tomorrow the man-
agers of the bill will be able to allow us 
a pathway where we can get amend-
ments voted on. I think this will im-
prove the bill. I think it strengthens 
the bill and it certainly follows 
through on a commitment that has 
been made to the American people 
many times over and has not yet been 
followed through on. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. FLAKE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. FLAKE. Madam President, the 
Senate has taken an important and 
historic step today by adopting a mo-
tion to proceed to legislation reform-
ing our broken immigration system. I 
look forward to moving through this 
debate over the next couple of days and 
weeks in regular order. 

This bill received a thorough vetting 
in the Judiciary Committee over a cou-
ple of weeks. There were more than 100 
amendments adopted. I think more 
than 300 amendments were submitted. 

I commend Chairman LEAHY and 
Ranking Member GRASSLEY for offer-
ing a process which makes this Senate 
proud. For those who believe the Sen-
ate cannot work through regular order 
and that all sides can agree to amend-
ments being offered and a debate being 
had, I think they would be heartened 
to see this process so far. This bill will 
be brought to the floor with agree-
ments as well as many amendments 
that will be offered and considered. We 
will have thorough debates that leave 
us in good stead for this legislation. 

This is important legislation. I hope, 
as we move through it, we can remem-
ber we need to assign motives to people 
who are debating either side of this 
issue. This is an issue where passions 
run high. We see that among our con-
stituents and across the country. Here 
in the Senate, I hope we remember we 
are all coming to this debate with dif-
ferent perspectives. We represent dif-
ferent States, but all of us want a bet-
ter immigration system. If we can get 
through this and not question each 
other’s motives throughout this proc-
ess, I think we will all be better off. 

Arizona, as everyone knows, is a 
State which has a large population of 
undocumented aliens. We rest on a 
large border with Mexico, and with all 
of the issues and problems that pre-
sents, and has over the years. The siz-
able undocumented population helps no 
one. It doesn’t help those families liv-
ing day to day with one family member 
or another out of status. It doesn’t help 
State or local governments that bear 
the brunt of the cost, whether it is edu-
cation, health care, criminal justice, or 
incarceration. These are expenses 
which are borne more by the States 
than the Federal Government and it 
leads to a lot of frustration in Arizona 
and elsewhere. 

It doesn’t help when businesses 
struggle to maintain a legal workforce, 
and that is the case in Arizona. Up 
until recently, the Tucson sector of the 
Border Patrol was the busiest sector in 
the Nation when it comes to illegal 
crossings. While there are claims that 
the border is now safer than ever, land-
owners in the border region continue to 
face a reality that would suggest other-
wise. 

Let me give an example. Earlier this 
year, the Ladd Ranch, which is a 14,000- 
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acre ranch that shares 10 miles of the 
U.S.-Mexico border, which is between 
Naco, AR, and the San Pedro River, 
reached 14 breaches with a total of 29 
trucks just over the past 12 months. 
This was taking place in the daylight. 

Between the border and the undocu-
mented, our current immigration sys-
tem does little to ensure that our econ-
omy has the talent we need to ensure 
the United States competes globally. 
While there are issues on the border 
with the landholders and all of the 
problems that presents, and then there 
are businesses which simply cannot get 
access to the talent they need, we have 
a problem that needs to be solved. In 
addition, the program is oriented to-
ward providing adequate temporary or 
short-term workers typified by caps 
that do not work and redtape that 
makes them all but unusable. The cur-
rent immigration system is irreparably 
broken. 

This legislation before us takes great 
strides with border security. I look for-
ward to these provisions being debated 
and thoroughly vetted throughout this 
process. I am sure many amendments 
will be offered. I plan to offer some of 
them myself to improve this process 
and to improve the border security ele-
ments of the bill. 

This legislation has a tough but fair 
process to bring the undocumented out 
of the shadows. People who come for-
ward will be required to pay fees and 
fines. 

For those who raise the term am-
nesty again and again, let me assure 
them there is no amnesty in this legis-
lation. By definition, amnesty is an un-
conditional pardon for a breach of law. 
This is no unconditional pardon. Those 
who come forward, come out of the 
shadows, and those who are undocu-
mented will be required, as I said, will 
be required to pay fines and fees. They 
will be required to work. They will be 
required to stay well above the poverty 
level. When it comes time to renew 
their status, they will be required to 
pay any back taxes that have accrued, 
and again show they have stayed here 
and maintained the status in a way 
that would allow them to be renewed. 

Before they are able to get a green 
card, 10 years into this process, there 
will be many other things required as 
well. Again, they will need to prove 
they have paid taxes, and that they 
have not been a public charge. They 
will need to learn English. Right now 
the requirement is the need to learn 
English to become a citizen. Under this 
legislation, this requirement has 
moved up to green card status. Just to 
get a green card, they will have to be 
proficient in English. 

This legislation also dramatically 
modernizes our legal immigration sys-
tem. It ensures U.S. businesses will 
have access to the best and brightest 
around the world. 

I have been concerned about this 
issue for years. Years ago I introduced 
what we called the Staple Act. I heard 
many times from businesses that we 

ought to staple a green card to the di-
ploma of anyone who receives a grad-
uate degree, particularly a Ph.D., in 
the so-called STEM fields. This legisla-
tion accomplishes much of that by sim-
ply saying that those who are here and 
educated in our U.S. universities will 
be allowed to stay here. Those with a 
master’s degree or Ph.D. in STEM 
fields will be allowed to stay here and 
help create jobs. 

A big percentage of the jobs created 
and Fortune 500 companies that are 
listed are started or created by for-
eigners—those who were here and re-
ceived an education here and were al-
lowed to stay or were born by first or 
second-generation immigrants. We 
need to make sure those who are going 
to help us build our economy are al-
lowed to stay, and this legislation does 
that. 

We all know the status quo is un-
workable. If someone runs a business in 
this country, they are not currently 
given adequate tools to determine 
whether those who are presenting 
themselves for work are here legally. 
This legislation will make sure those 
tools are there. 

I look forward to this process as well 
as the debate. I think this debate can 
represent the Senate at its best where 
we can consider this legislation, con-
sider amendments to make sure the 
bill is improved, and then send the bill 
on to the House so it can be considered 
there as well. 

I commend those who have been in-
volved in this process, the so-called 
Gang of 8, who have worked long and 
hard. Our staff worked well into the 
night for weeks on end to make sure we 
have the legislation before us today, 
which has been a long, thorough, and 
good process. As I mentioned before, 
those who have seen the Congress—the 
House and Senate—in recent years 
maybe not reach its full potential, to 
put it mildly, ought to be heartened by 
the process on this legislation. I hope 
we can continue it. I look forward to 
debating this legislation with my col-
leagues. 

I yield the floor and note the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

THE FARM BILL 
Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 

rise today to speak about the 2013 farm 
bill that the Senate just passed. I want 
to congratulate Chairwoman STABENOW 
and ranking member COCHRAN for their 
work and success on this bill. I am 
proud to support this bill. 

Last year, the Senate passed a strong 
bi-partisan farm bill that I was also 
happy to support. I greatly appreciate 
the work that Chairwoman STABENOW 
and former ranking member ROBERTS 
put into last year’s bill and their will-
ingness to work with me, and my col-
leagues from Chesapeake Bay region 
States to keep the conservation pro-
grams in the bill strong and effective 
for Maryland and other Chesapeake 
Bay States’ farmers. 

I was pleased to see the strength of 
the farm bill’s conservation programs, 
namely the Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program retained, and in 
some respects improved, in the bill 
that the Agriculture Committee re-
ported in May. I greatly appreciate 
that through floor consideration of the 
bill the conservation programs re-
mained largely unchanged. During last 
year’s consideration of this bill my 
Chesapeake Bay State colleagues and I, 
in working with Senators STABENOW 
and ROBERTS, put a great deal of work 
into improving the Regional Conserva-
tion Partnership Program and I appre-
ciate that all of our work from last 
year remains intact in this year’s Sen-
ate farm bill. 

I have spoken with my State’s soil 
conservation district managers about 
the new Regional Conservation Part-
nership Program that is coming and 
they are excited and ready to make 
sure that it works well in Maryland. I 
look forward to talking with more 
farmers and other stakeholders about 
the importance of this new program 
and will encourage their participation. 

Farming in Maryland is extremely 
challenging. Pressure from developers 
is compounded by the water quality 
concerns that persist in the bay and its 
tributaries. The facts of the matter are 
that the bay is polluted and it is every-
one in the watershed’s responsibility to 
help clean it up. 

The Chesapeake Bay is the world’s 
largest most productive estuary. It is a 
national treasure that has an economic 
value over $1 trillion. I firmly believe 
that it is in the Nation’s interest to 
protect this resource. It is in the inter-
est and purview of the Federal govern-
ment to coordinate the efforts of the 
six States and the District of Colum-
bia. Because protecting this national 
treasure is an initiative in the Federal 
Government’s interest I have made 
providing farmers financial resources 
to reduce pollution from their farms 
from polluting the bay a priority issue 
of mine in each farm bill I have worked 
on in the Senate. 

Because water quality concerns in 
the bay watershed are so high, Mary-
land farms must meet extremely stand-
ards of operation to prevent sediment 
and nutrient loss. 
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I am proud to have worked with the 

chairman and ranking member to de-
velop the programs in this bill that 
maintain the traditions of providing 
farmers with financial resources to 
mitigate nutrient and sediment loss 
from their farms. 

Perhaps, what is even more impor-
tant than the specific financial re-
sources this bill provides farmers to 
implement conservation activities on 
their farms is reestablishing the re-
quirement that farms must protect 
highly erodible lands and wetlands in 
order to qualify for crop insurance pre-
mium assistance. This was an issue 
that I was proud to help champion last 
year and that ultimately my Repub-
lican friend, the Senior Senator from 
Georgia, was able to win a floor vote to 
require any producer seeking crop in-
surance premium assistance to also 
meet a basic set of conservation com-
pliance criteria established under the 
Sodbuster and Swampbuster programs. 

The concept behind the conservation 
compliance programs is simple: The ex-
penditure of Federal taxpayer dollars 
in support of farming operations can-
not support farming practices that re-
sult in drainage of wetlands or farming 
of highly erodible lands. These con-
servation compliance requirements 
have long been accepted and applied to 
broadly to a variety of other long-
standing farmer financial safety net 
programs. In fact, up until the 1996 
farm bill these conservation compli-
ance programs also applied to Federal 
crop insurance premium assistance 
programs. 

These minimum qualifications have 
been a success in ensuring that Federal 
taxpayer dollars are not supporting 
farming practices that lead to costly 
natural resource degradation. In Mary-
land, however, these practices are com-
mon place not just because our farmers 
want to be good stewards of the bay 
but because the State requires farmers 
to manage for wetland and soil loss on 
their farms. 

While I am proud of my Maryland 
farmers for their conservation work, 
they are punished in the marketplace 
for their good stewardship where they 
compete with producers whose produc-
tion costs are lower because their oper-
ations are located in States that do not 
require mitigating the impacts of their 
operations on the natural environment. 

Because the 2013 farm bill aims to 
move farmers out of direct payment 
programs and into expanded Crop In-
surance Premium Assistance programs, 
reestablishing conservation compliance 
eligibility requirements for the Crop 
Insurance Program helps level the 
competitive playing field for Maryland 
farmers and other State’s agricultural 
sectors that are doing what is right to 
protect the environment. 

While mine and Senator CHAMBLISS’s 
efforts last year were met with signifi-
cant challenges last year, a series of 
discussions between our Nation’s lead-
ing agricultural interests groups, like 
the American Farm Bureau, and our 

Nation’s top wildlife and conservation 
organizations resulted in a mutually 
agreed proposal to re-link conservation 
compliance requirements to the crop 
insurance premium assistance pro-
gram. 

The Federal safety the farm bill pro-
vides for both farmers growing our Na-
tion’s food and low income families 
who have difficulty putting food on the 
table continues on in this bill but with 
needed reforms. I am proud to support 
this bill and congratulate the chair and 
ranking member. 

Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, yes-
terday, I voted against passage of S. 
954, the Agriculture Reform, Food, and 
Jobs Act of 2013, which is commonly 
known as the farm bill. With an overall 
cost of nearly $1 trillion, this legisla-
tion is more than we can afford at a 
time when our debt of nearly $17 tril-
lion is growing rapidly each day. While 
I support some of the programs in this 
bill that are important to Florida and 
our State’s important role in Amer-
ica’s food supply, we cannot allow 
Washington to continue spending reck-
lessly and condemning our children and 
grandchildren to a diminished future. 

Not only was I concerned about the 
cost of this legislation, but I am dis-
appointed that ample opportunity was 
not provided to Senators to improve it 
through a more open amendment proc-
ess. When the farm bill was considered 
last year, the Senate voted on over 70 
amendments to the bill, including my 
RAISE Act amendment, which would 
have allowed workers to earn more 
money for a job well done without hav-
ing to first clear it by union bosses. 
This open process was not the case this 
time around and prevented my col-
leagues and I from introducing meas-
ures to improve the bill, as well as 
timely measures such as my proposal 
to punish Internal Revenue Service em-
ployees who violate the First Amend-
ment rights of our citizens. 

I remain committed to championing 
sound policy important to the farmers 
and working families that contribute 
to the agriculture industry’s success 
and whose products ultimately end up 
at our dinner tables. It is why I am 
pursuing reforms in other areas that 
would benefit our farmers and our Na-
tion. For example, I continue working 
towards national immigration reform, 
which would help create a guest worker 
visa program to ensure an adequate ag-
riculture workforce. This reform would 
achieve an agricultural workers pro-
gram that allows us to bring in both 
temporary and long-term laborers to 
provide our farms, dairies and other ag-
ricultural industries with the workers 
they need and in a way that also pro-
tects the dignity and safety of those 
workers. 

Ms. WARREN. Madam President, 
yesterday, I voted for the Agriculture 
Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013— 
the farm bill—which makes important 
reforms, such as ending the practice of 
direct payment agricultural subsidies, 
and provides strong support to our 

local farmers which will help stabilize 
our food policies and increase access to 
fresh produce for the next decade. 

I especially want to acknowledge and 
thank Senator COWAN, with whom I 
worked closely, for his successful effort 
to include in this bill a provision that 
was also advocated by former Senator 
Kerry to help our struggling fishermen 
in Massachusetts. This provision ex-
tends eligibility in the emergency dis-
aster loan program to fishermen. 

When our farmers are struck by dis-
asters, they have access to low-interest 
emergency disaster—EM—loans avail-
able through USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency. These loans have been used in 
the past by farmers, ranchers, and aqua 
farmers to help recover from crop pro-
duction losses. Now, our Nation’s fish-
ermen will also have access to this im-
portant loan program. 

I am also proud to have worked with 
Senator COWAN on his amendment to 
authorize the Department of Agri-
culture to conduct a study to propose a 
method for a voluntary crop insurance 
program for seafood harvesters. Fisher-
man and farmers face the same eco-
nomic hardships when there are signifi-
cant drops in production. This study is 
an important step toward providing the 
seafood industry with an insurance 
product to reduce their risk. I thank 
Senator COWAN and former Senator 
Kerry for their leadership on these ef-
forts to help out fisherman who experi-
encing very difficult economic hard-
ships. 

Although I am proud to support the 
broad policies in this legislation, there 
are certain measures in this bill that I 
strongly oppose and that I will push to 
modify when the bill is considered in 
conference. 

In particular, I am deeply concerned 
with the changes that the farm bill 
makes to the SNAP program. I will 
continue working to ensure that assist-
ance is available to all families who 
need help putting food on the table. 

f 

SAFE COMMUNITIES, SAFE 
SCHOOLS ACT OF 2013 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, in May, 
thousands of law enforcement officers 
from around the Nation came together 
at the National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial in Washington, DC to 
commemorate Peace Officers Memorial 
Day. The Congressional resolution that 
created this day of reflection dedicated 
it to the extraordinary law enforce-
ment officers ‘‘who, night and day, 
stand guard in our midst to protect us 
through enforcement of our laws,’’ as 
well as the ‘‘Federal, State, and munic-
ipal officers who have been killed or 
disabled in the line of duty.’’ 

As we commemorate Peace Officers 
Memorial Day, it is vital for us to not 
only to honor the extraordinary work 
of our Nation’s law enforcement profes-
sionals, but also to listen to their sug-
gestions for how we can make our Na-
tion a safer place to live. And on one 
subject, the overwhelming majority of 
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our Nation’s law enforcement commu-
nities have been resolute and clear: 
Congress needs to support common 
sense measures, such as background 
checks for gun sales, to help stem the 
gun violence that plagues our Nation. 

This is far from a revolutionary idea. 
Polls consistently show that approxi-
mately 90 percent of Americans sup-
port universal background checks. So 
do major law enforcement groups such 
as the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities 
Chiefs Association, the International 
Association of Campus Law Enforce-
ment Administrators, the National As-
sociation of Women Law Enforcement 
Executives, the National Organization 
of Black Law Enforcement Executives, 
the Police Executive Research Forum 
and the Police Foundation. These 
groups, each of them dedicated to the 
safety of our people, tell us that the 
time is now to act to prevent more 
senseless gun violence. 

The extension of background checks 
to all gun sales would go a long way to-
ward making our neighborhoods safer. 
Today, anyone, including convicted fel-
ons and the mentally ill, can walk into 
a gun show and walk out with a deadly 
weapon. As Police Chief Ronald Haddad 
of Dearborn, MI put it in a letter he 
wrote to me this past April, ‘‘Police see 
firsthand the toll that gun violence 
takes in our schools, on our streets, 
and among our fellow officers—and we 
know from experience that our broken 
gun laws are a significant part of the 
problem.’’ 

This status quo has dangerous con-
sequences. A 2004 Department of Jus-
tice survey found that 80 percent of 
prisoners who committed crimes with 
handguns got them through private 
transfers, where no background check 
is required. In many of these cases, a 
simple background check could have 
stopped a tragedy and saved lives by 
keeping a weapon out of the hands of 
someone who sought to use it for harm. 
As Baltimore County Police Chief 
James Johnson put it at a hearing of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee hear-
ing earlier this year, ‘‘The best way to 
stop a bad guy from getting a gun in 
the first place is a good background 
check.’’ 

We should listen to the voices of 
those entrusted with the safety of our 
communities. We should listen to the 
officers who every day confront well- 
armed criminals who legally purchase 
weapons to turn on innocents. We 
should live up to the spirit of Peace Of-
ficers Memorial Day by passing the 
Safe Communities, Safe Schools Act of 
2013, a common sense piece of legisla-
tion to protect our society from more 
senseless gun violence. We owe the 
brave law enforcement professionals 
who keep our communities safe noth-
ing less. 

f 

WORLD WAR II VETERANS VISIT 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President. On June 
16th, a group of World War II veterans 

from Montana will be visiting our Na-
tion’s Capital. 

With a great deal of honor and re-
spect, I extend a hearty Montana wel-
come to each and every one of them. 

Together, they will visit the World 
War II Memorial and share stories 
about their service. This journey will 
no doubt bring about a lot of memo-
ries. I hope it will give them a deep 
sense of pride as well. 

What they achieved together almost 
70 years ago was remarkable. That me-
morial is a testament to the fact that 
a grateful nation will never forget 
what they did or what they sacrificed. 
To us, they were our greatest genera-
tion. They left the comforts of their 
family and their communities to con-
front evil from Iwo Jima to Bastogne. 
Together, they won the war in the Pa-
cific by defeating an empire and liber-
ated a continent by destroying Hitler 
and the Nazis. 

To them, they were simply doing 
their jobs. They enlisted in unprece-
dented numbers to defend our freedoms 
and our values. They represented the 
very best of us and made us proud. 

From a young age, I remember play-
ing the bugle at the memorial services 
of veterans of the first two World Wars. 
It instilled in me a profound sense of 
respect that I will never forget. 

Honoring the service of every genera-
tion of American veterans is a Mon-
tana value. I deeply appreciate the 
work of the Big Sky Honor Flight, the 
nonprofit organization that made this 
trip possible. 

To the World War II veterans making 
the trip, I salute you. We will always 
be grateful, and we will never forget 
your service or your sacrifice. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SUSAN SULLAM 
Mr. CARDIN. Madam President; I 

rise today for a moment of bittersweet 
reflection and the celebration of a dedi-
cated public servant who has contrib-
uted greatly to the State of Maryland 
and our entire Nation. June 21st marks 
the final day that Susan Sullam will be 
working in my office as my commu-
nications director. We’ve traversed a 
27-year journey together that started 
when I was first running for the House 
of Representatives. Over the years, 
with a combination of her quick writ-
ing and single-minded determination, 
she has helped me find my voice and 
articulate my positions during the very 
best and the very worst of times for me 
and our country. She has been a friend, 
trusted counselor, and a part of my ex-
tended family. 

As a former editor at Knight-Ridder 
with an interest in politics, Susan be-
came one of my first and few campaign 
workers. She was instrumental in help-
ing me win my first election to the 
U.S. House of Representatives. And 
when I took office, she became my first 
press secretary. Somehow, Susan man-
aged to give 110 percent of herself to 
her family and to her job. 

Throughout our time working to-
gether, I have had the privilege of 

watching Susan’s daughters, Jennifer 
and Karen, grow into remarkable, pro-
fessionally accomplished young 
women. She instilled in her girls the 
understanding that you really could 
raise a family and have a career with-
out shortchanging either one. I am for-
ever grateful to them and Susan’s hus-
band Brian for sharing her time with 
me and the people of Maryland. I know 
Susan’s family is looking forward to 
their first dinner without her Black-
berry 

I have always thought that Susan 
was born to be a journalist. Her moth-
er, Mary Jane Fisher, was an admired 
and respected journalist and publicist 
who worked for 25 years as the Wash-
ington correspondent for the National 
Underwriter, a publisher of insurance 
and financial services trade publica-
tions. She was a well-known figure on 
Capitol Hill, and she frequented hear-
ings of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, where I served. 

During one particularly memorable 
Medicare hearing, I watched from the 
dais as three generations of this won-
derful family all worked the room. 
Mary Jane was reporting for her publi-
cation; Susan was covering the hearing 
as my press secretary; and Susan’s 
daughter Jennifer was serving as an in-
tern in the Ways and Means press office 
that summer, reporting to her boss, 
now-Representative DAN MAFFEI of 
New York. 

Susan has been witness to the good 
and bad of politics over the course of 
nearly three decades. We started to-
gether at a time of great optimism 
that Congress could make decisions 
and enact meaningful legislation. 
Susan worked tirelessly during the 
many iterations of health care reform; 
she was constantly and meticulous 
pulling together materials that would 
help explain how real families would 
benefit from the passage of the legisla-
tion. This was as true in the 1990s with 
Hillary Clinton, as it was just a few 
years ago when we finally passed the 
Affordable Care Act. Her congressional 
career also encompassed my time as a 
member of the House Ethics Com-
mittee. During this period, Susan was 
witness to the various undertakings of 
the committee as it carried out it is 
authorization to investigate violations 
of the House of Code of Official Con-
duct by Members and staff, investiga-
tions that included the ‘‘House Bank’’ 
and the Speaker of the House. 

But Susan’s career was so much 
more. As I pushed to reshape our re-
tirement system, Susan was there 
every step of the way with an article, 
interview, or a cable show designed 
specifically to get out the word to peo-
ple who could benefit from the pro-
posed legislative changes. 

Some moments we have shared to-
gether tested our Nation, as well as our 
professional relationship. We came to-
gether as a family during 9/11, watch-
ing our Nation as it was grievously 
wounded. I voted against giving Presi-
dent George W. Bush the power to send 
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our troops into Iraq. While I knew it 
was the right decision, it was certainly 
not an easy one at the time. She 
pushed hard and urged me to take the 
strongest possible position against the 
war. She was my voice and my mega-
phone. 

What makes all of Susan’s accom-
plishments so much greater is the fact 
that she did much of this split between 
Washington and Baltimore. She was 
born and raised a Washingtonian but 
made Baltimore her home and the 
place she raised her family. She was as 
comfortable talking about restaurants 
on Federal Hill as Adams Morgan. 
When I was elected to the U.S. Senate, 
Susan was with me as I traveled 
throughout the State. She welcomed 
the opportunity to expand our rep-
resentation to all of Maryland. To-
gether we held press conferences on the 
Eastern Shore, visited editorial boards 
in western Maryland, and attended rib-
bon cuttings from Aberdeen to Fort 
Meade. Susan made herself familiar 
with nearly every Maryland smalltown 
newspaper and most of their publishers 
and could tell you about their editors 
without missing a beat. 

After 27 years, I take as much pride 
as Susan in the fact that she really has 
had more opportunities than anyone 
else to share my voice and my posi-
tions on issues of importance with the 
people of Maryland and the Nation. I 
have enjoyed working side-by-side with 
her and having her as an anchor of 
Team Cardin. I have learned from her, 
and I thank her for her time. Her quick 
words, honesty, and dedication to pub-
lic service will be missed by me, 
Myrna, and my entire staff. It is with 
heartfelt gratitude that I wish her well 
in this next stage of her life. 

f 

REMEMBERING EUGENE 
RUEHLMANN 

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, 
today I wish to remember Eugene 
Ruehlmann, former mayor of Cin-
cinnati, OH, for his leadership, his vi-
sions, and his dedication to his commu-
nity and for his distinguished career in 
law and public service. Mr. Ruehlmann 
passed away at the age of 88 on June 8, 
2013. 

A native Cincinnatian, Mr. 
Ruehlmann’s talents were recognized 
early on when he was voted ‘‘Boy 
Mayor of Cincinnati’’ in 1942 as a teen-
ager. His public service career offi-
cially took off years later after he 
served our Nation in the U.S. Marine 
Corps in World War II, earned degrees 
from the University of Cincinnati and 
Harvard Law School and launched a 
successful law practice. Ultimately, 
Mr. Ruehlmann served 12 years on the 
Cincinnati City Council beginning in 
1959 and served as the mayor of Cin-
cinnati from 1967–1971. 

Known as a ‘‘Clean Gene’’ for his 
principled leadership and legendary in-
tegrity, Mr. Ruehlmann was instru-
mental in advancing Cincinnati as a 
major league city. His leadership in-

cluded guiding the early trans-
formation of downtown Cincinnati with 
the development of the new Fountain 
Square Plaza, Riverfront Stadium, the 
establishment of an NFL team, the 
Cincinnati Bengals, and constructing 
Cincinnati’s Convention Center. 

Following the race riots in 1967, Mr. 
Ruehlmann worked to heal the city. He 
reformulated the city’s Human Rela-
tions Commission, and founded the 
Mayor’s Housing Coordinating Com-
mittee and the city’s Project Commit-
ment. 

He has given his time to numerous 
charitable and community organiza-
tions, such as Children’s Hospital, Chil-
dren’s Hospital Medical Center, Great-
er Cincinnati Foundation, the Work 
and Rehabilitation Center, March of 
Dimes and the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. 

Mr. Ruehlmann was awarded an Hon-
orary Doctorate from the University of 
Cincinnati in 2011. In 1998, he was 
named a Great Living Cincinnatian by 
the Greater Cincinnati Chamber of 
Commerce for his lifetime of service 
and leadership. In 1970, the Urban 
League of Cincinnati honored him with 
a special award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Public Service. 

He built a successful law practice as 
founder of the Strauss, Troy and 
Ruehlmann law firm, as a partner with 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease in 
Cincinnati, and as a director on the 
Board of the Center for Resolution of 
Disputes. 

In all these years, and with all these 
accomplishments, he remained a de-
voted family man. He and his late wife, 
Virginia, were married for 61 years and 
raised 8 children, 25 grandchildren and 
11 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. President, I would like to honor 
Eugene Ruehlmann for his dedication 
to the City of Cincinnati, to his com-
munity and to his family. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING BOY SCOUT TROOP 
414 

∑ Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I rise 
today to commemorate Boy Scout 
Troop 414 in Wellington, Lorain Coun-
ty, OH. 

For more than a century, the Boy 
Scouts of America has evolved along 
with America. This organization has 
helped create a foundation for boys to 
realize their responsibilities as citi-
zens. Boy Scouts learn to value leader-
ship, discipline, equality, justice, and 
integrity—but, perhaps, the greatest 
lesson shared with Scouts is the impor-
tance of service. 

Good citizenship matters. It 
strengthens our democracy, transforms 
strangers into neighbors, and helps 
move us closer to becoming a more just 
and open society. 

Troop 414, one of the oldest troops in 
Ohio, remains active in the local com-
munity. From volunteering and main-

taining the county fairgrounds to col-
lecting items for the local food bank 
and organizing monthly camping trips, 
Troop 414 provides new opportunities 
for boys to contribute to Northeast 
Ohio. 

As an Eagle Scout, I am especially 
proud of the Eagle Scouts in Troop 414: 
Alex Coker, Bradley Cuthbert Jr., Con-
nor Dunwoodie, Aaron Ferguson, Ste-
phen Ferguson, and Michael Savel. 

With more than 30 additional active 
troop members under the guidance of 
Scoutmaster Darrell French, I know 
that the future of scouting is bright in 
Ohio.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING MASTER SER-
GEANT WILLIAM SEYMOUR 
‘‘BULL’’ EVANS 

∑Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, today 
I would like to pay tribute to U.S. Ma-
rine Corps MSgt William Seymour 
‘‘Bull’’ Evans of Cresaptown, MD. 
‘‘Bull’’ Evans was a member of the leg-
endary Marine Corps Raiders and 
fought valiantly in some of the most 
pivotal battles of the South Pacific 
during World War II and the Korean 
war. ‘‘Bull’’ Evans remains one of the 
most decorated military servicemen in 
western Maryland. He amassed an im-
pressive number of medals and awards, 
including the Purple Heart with four 
clusters; two Presidential citations; 
the Bronze Star; Silver Star; Navy 
Cross; and many others over the course 
of a 15-year military career. 

Evans’ strength as a swimmer was 
recognized early in his youth in 
Cresaptown, where he could frequently 
be found swimming in the Potomac 
River even during the winter months. 
When Evans was 18, he enlisted in the 
Marine Corps, where he eventually be-
came an expert in amphibious assault 
techniques and was selected to serve 
with the elite 2nd Battalion, First Ma-
rine Raiders. Evans was on his first 
furlough, in Honolulu, when the Japa-
nese attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941. He 
was among the first volunteers for the 
newly-organized Second Battalion, 
First Marine Raiders, a special oper-
ations force formed in response to the 
attack. Evans’ heroic acts have made 
him a legend among Marines—36 hours 
of continuous action on Midway Island, 
a solitary advance to stop an assault 
on his unit while pinned down by the 
enemy on Tulagi, and singlehandedly 
stringing barbed wire to prevent an at-
tack on his unit’s position near Gua-
dalcanal. His penchant for rapidly ad-
vancing into enemy territory by him-
self established his reputation as the 
‘‘One Man Army’’ and earned him the 
nickname ‘‘Bull’’ among his brothers 
in arms. 

Following Evans’ service in World 
War II and as the conflict grew in 
Korea, he volunteered to join the 1st 
Marine Division and, in spite of inju-
ries sustained in earlier campaigns, 
signed a waiver allowing him to fight. 
After being seriously wounded by ma-
chine-gun fire and shrapnel, Evans re-
turned to the battlefield to assist in 
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training South Korean troops and was 
later assigned to a military police unit 
in Japan where he reunited with his 
wife and children. 

‘‘Bull’’ Evans also earned a unique 
distinction when, in 1952, he became 
the only Marine authorized to wear a 
beard, despite military regulations 
against it. During the Korean war, 
when Maj. Gen. John T. Selden in-
structed all Marines to be clean 
shaven, he issued an edict that ‘‘For 
honor and distinction, Sgt Evans will 
be exempt from this order and permis-
sion to let his beard grow is granted.’’ 

After serving with distinction in two 
wars, MSgt ‘‘Bull’’ Evans died suddenly 
and unexpectedly of cardiac failure in 
1954. High-ranking officials from both 
the United States and Japan, standing 
side-by-side with thousands of Marines, 
attended his funeral. 

I am pleased that because of the ad-
vocacy of local veterans, historians, 
and political leaders in western Mary-
land, the legacy of this true American 
hero will be preserved by dedicating a 
portion of U.S. Route 220 through his 
hometown of Cresaptown, MD to USMC 
MSgt William ‘‘Bull’’ Evans on June 29, 
2013. I commend the efforts of Ron Mil-
ler, Jim Stakem, Pete Martz, and 
Terry Evans to share the story of 
‘‘Bull’’ Evans and to establish a perma-
nent and lasting memorial in his 
honor, and I appreciate the leadership 
of State Senator George Edwards and 
the Maryland State Highway Adminis-
tration in making this memorial a re-
ality. I don’t think we can ever be re-
minded too frequently of the extraor-
dinary valor of our men and women in 
uniform so I am grateful we are estab-
lishing a fitting tribute to an exem-
plary member of what Tom Brokaw so 
appropriately called the ‘‘Greatest 
Generation.’’∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Thomas, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1822. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Departmental Offices, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-

ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Garnishment of Accounts Containing Fed-
eral Benefit Payments’’ (RIN1505–AC20) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on June 7, 2013; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1823. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Prevailing Rate Systems; 
Redefinition of the Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
MN, and Southwestern Wisconsin Appro-
priated Fund Federal Wage System Wage 
Areas’’ (RIN3206–AM75) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on June 5, 2013; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1824. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Prevailing Rate Systems; 
Redefinition of the Clayton-Cobb-Fulton, 
GA, Nonappropriated Fund Federal Wage 
System Wage Area’’ (RIN3206–AM84) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June 5, 
2013; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1825. A communication from the Acting 
General Counsel, Office of Management and 
Budget, Executive Office of the President, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 28, 2013; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1826. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Department of Education’s fiscal 
year 2012 annual report relative to the Noti-
fication and Federal Employee Antidiscrimi-
nation and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR 
Act); to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1827. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Civil Rights, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Department’s fiscal year 2012 annual 
report relative to the Notification and Fed-
eral Employee Antidiscrimination and Re-
taliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR Act); to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–1828. A communication from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled, ‘‘Status of 
the Implementation of Recommendations 
from the 2008 ODCA Audit Report Titled ‘Re-
view of the District’s Cash Advance Fund’ ’’; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1829. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 20–76, ‘‘Certified Business Enter-
prise Compliance Temporary Act of 2013’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1830. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs’ Semiannual Report of the Inspector 
General for the period from October 1, 2012 
through March 31, 2013; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1831. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Interior, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Department of the Interior’s 
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General 
for the period from October 1, 2012 through 
March 31, 2013; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1832. A communication from the Chief 
Executive Officer, Corporation for National 

and Community Service, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Semiannual Report of the 
Inspector General and the Corporation for 
National and Community Service’s Report 
on Final Action for the period from October 
1, 2012 through March 31, 2013; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–1833. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Board of Governors, U.S. Postal 
Service, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Office of Inspector General’s Semiannual Re-
port and the Postal Service’s response to the 
report for the period of October 1, 2012 
through March 31, 2013; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1834. A communication from the Chair-
man of the National Credit Union Adminis-
tration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Semi-Annual Report of the Inspector Gen-
eral for the period from October 1, 2012 
through March 31, 2013; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1835. A communication from the Chief 
Executive Officer, Millennium Challenge 
Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Office of Inspector General’s Semiannual 
Report for the period of October 1, 2012 
through March 31, 2013; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1836. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Semi-
annual Report of the Inspector General for 
the period from October 1, 2012 through 
March 31, 2013; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1837. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Department of Agriculture’s 
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General 
for the period from October 1, 2012 through 
March 31, 2013; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1838. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General 
and a Management Report for the period 
from October 1, 2012 through March 31, 2013; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1839. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Railroad Retirement Board, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Semi-
annual Report of the Inspector General for 
the period from October 1, 2012 through 
March 31, 2013; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1840. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Department of Labor’s Semiannual 
Report of the Inspector General for the pe-
riod from October 1, 2012 through March 31, 
2013; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1841. A communication from the Acting 
Chairman of the National Endowment for 
the Arts, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General 
and the Chairman’s Semiannual Report on 
Final Action Resulting from Audit Reports, 
Inspection Reports, and Evaluation Reports 
for the period from October 1, 2012 through 
March 31, 2013; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1842. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Agency for International 
Development (USAID), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Semiannual Report of the In-
spector General for the period from October 
1, 2012 through March 31, 2013; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–1843. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
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to law, the Semiannual Report of the Office 
of the Inspector General for the period from 
October 1, 2012 through March 31, 2013; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–1844. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Department of Defense’s 
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General 
for the period from October 1, 2012 through 
March 31, 2013; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1845. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Office of 
the Inspector General’s Semiannual Report 
for the period of October 1, 2012 through 
March 31, 2013; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1846. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Broadcasting Board of Governors, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Office of In-
spector General’s Semiannual Report for the 
period of October 1, 2012 through March 31, 
2013; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1847. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Semi-
annual Reports from the Office of the Treas-
ury Inspector General and the Treasury In-
spector General for Tax Administration for 
the period from October 1, 2012, through 
March 31, 2013; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1848. A communication from the Chief 
Operating Officer and Acting Executive Di-
rector, U.S. Election Assistance Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Commis-
sion’s Semiannual Report of the Inspector 
General for the period from October 1, 2012 
through March 31, 2013; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1849. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Department of 
Health and Human Service’s Semiannual Re-
port of the Inspector General for the period 
from October 1, 2012 through March 31, 2013; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1850. A joint communication from the 
Chairman and the Acting General Counsel, 
National Labor Relations Board, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the Office of Inspector 
General’s Semiannual Report for the period 
of October 1, 2012 through March 31, 2013; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1851. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Semi-
annual Report of the Inspector General for 
the period from October 1, 2012 through 
March 31, 2013 and the Management Re-
sponse; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1852. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Department’s Semiannual Report 
to Congress on Audit Follow-up for the pe-
riod of October 1, 2012 through March 31, 2013; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1853. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Department of Transpor-
tation’s Semiannual Report of the Inspector 
General for the period from October 1, 2012 
through March 31, 2013; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1854. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Congressional Affairs, Federal Election 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Semiannual Report of the Inspector Gen-
eral for the period from October 1, 2012 

through March 31, 2013; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1855. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director of the Legal Processing Divi-
sion, Internal Revenue Service, Department 
of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘United 
States and Area Median Gross Income Fig-
ures’’ (Rev. Proc. 2013–27) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June 6, 
2013; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–1856. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator of the National Organic 
Program, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘National Organic Program (NOP); Amend-
ments to the National List of Allowed and 
Prohibited Substances (Crops and Proc-
essing)’’ ((RIN0581–AD27) (AMS–NOP–12–0016; 
NOP–12–07FR)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on June 10, 2013; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–1857. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Irradiation in the Produc-
tion, Processing, and Handling of Animal 
Feed and Pet Food; Electron Beam and X– 
Ray Sources for Irradiation of Poultry Feed 
and Poultry Feed Ingredients; Correction’’ 
(Docket No. FDA–2012–F–0178) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on June 
10, 2013; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1858. A communication from the Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Lieutenant General 
William J. Troy, United States Army, and 
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant 
general on the retired list; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC–1859. A communication from the Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Lieutenant General 
Willie J. Williams, United States Marine 
Corps, and his advancement to the grade of 
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–1860. A communication from the Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Vice Admiral Walter M. 
Skinner, United States Navy, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of vice admiral on 
the retired list; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–1861. A communication from the Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Vice Admiral Charles J. 
Leidig, Jr., United States Navy, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of vice admiral on 
the retired list; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–1862. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to Department 
of Defense purchases from foreign entities 
for fiscal year 2012; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–1863. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Reserve Affairs), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the additional 
equipment and construction that would have 
been requested if the President’s Budget had 
equaled the average of the two previous 
years’ Authorization of Appropriations 
(AoA); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–1864. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech-

nology, and Logistics), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Report to Con-
gress on Defense Environmental Restoration 
Cost and Schedule Estimating’’; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–1865. A communication from the Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and 
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Lieutenant General 
Larry D. James, United States Air Force, 
and his advancement to the grade of lieuten-
ant general on the retired list; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–1866. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director of the Legal Processing Divi-
sion, Internal Revenue Service, Department 
of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Credit for 
Renewable Electricity Production, Refined 
Coal Production, and Indian Coal Produc-
tion, and Publication of Inflation Adjust-
ment Factors and Reference Prices for Cal-
endar Year 2013’’ (Notice 2013–33) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
June 6, 2013; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–1867. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Wilson v. Commis-
sioner’’ (AOD 2012–07) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on June 6, 
2013; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–1868. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director of the Legal Processing Divi-
sion, Internal Revenue Service, Department 
of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Empower-
ment Zone Designation Extension’’ (Notice 
2013–38) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on June 6, 2013; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–1869. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Legislative 
Affairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to the ex-
tension of waiver authority for Belarus; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–1870. A communication from the Board 
of Trustees of the Federal Hospital Insurance 
and Federal Supplementary Medical Insur-
ance Trust Funds, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Board’s 2013 Annual Report; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–1871. A communication from the Chair-
man and President of the Export-Import 
Bank, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to transactions involving U.S. 
exports to Kazakhstan; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–1872. A communication from the Execu-
tive Vice President and Chief Financial Offi-
cer of the Federal Home Loan Bank of At-
lanta, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Bank’s 2012 management reports and state-
ments on system of internal controls; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–1873. A communication from the Divi-
sion Chief of Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of 
Land Management, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Application Proce-
dures, Execution and Filing of Forms: Cor-
rection of State Office Address for Filings 
and Recordings, Including Proper Offices for 
Recording of Mining Claims; Oregon/Wash-
ington’’ (RIN1004–AE31) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June 
11, 2013; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–1874. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Forest Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Postdecisional Administrative Review 
Process for Occupancy or Use of National 
Forest System Lands and Resources’’ 
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(RIN0596–AB45) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on June 7, 2013; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–1875. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Initial 
Test Programs for Water-Cooled Nuclear 
Power Plants’’ (Regulatory Guide 1.68, Revi-
sion 4) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on June 7, 2013; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–1876. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Mis-
cellaneous Corrections’’ (RIN3150–AJ23) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on June 7, 2013; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–1877. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the extension of 
waiver authority for Turkmenistan; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–1878. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to section 36(d) of the 
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 13–074); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–1879. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 13–077); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–1880. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 13–073); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–1881. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 13–069); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–1882. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 13–068); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–1883. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 13–072); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–1884. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator, Bureau for Legislative 
and Public Affairs, U. S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report responding to 
a GAO report entitled ‘‘U.S. Assistance to 
Yemen: Actions Needed to Improve Over-
sight of Emergency Food Aid and Assess Se-
curity Assistance’’; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–1885. A communication from the Execu-
tive Analyst, Office of the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
a vacancy in the position of Administrator, 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
Department of Health and Human Services; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–1886. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Incentives for Nondiscriminatory 
Wellness Programs in Group Health Plans’’ 

(RIN1210–AB55) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on June 3, 2013; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–1887. A communication from the Pro-
gram Manager, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Incen-
tives for Nondiscriminatory Wellness Pro-
grams in Group Health Plans’’ (RIN0938– 
AR48) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on June 5, 2013; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–1888. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the combined sev-
enth, eighth, and ninth quarterly reports rel-
ative to the steps the Food and Drug Admin-
istration has taken to implement the Menu 
and Vending Machine Labeling provisions 
from the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act of 2010; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–1889. A communicating from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report entitled 
‘‘Workplace Wellness Report to Congress’’; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–1890. A communication from the Execu-
tive Analyst, Office of the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
a vacancy in the position of Director of In-
dian Health Service, Department of Health 
and Human Services; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–1891. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Fiscal Year 2012 Report to Congress on 
Funding Needs For Contract Support Costs 
of Self-Determination Awards’’; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

EC–1892. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Fiscal Year 2011 Report to Congress on 
Funding Needs For Contract Support Cost of 
Self-Determination Awards’’ corrected 
version; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

EC–1893. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of-
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Department of Justice’s Indian Country In-
vestigations and Prosecution Report for cal-
endar years 2011 and 2012; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC–1894. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of-
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Office of Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices (COPS) Annual Report for fiscal year 
2012; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE 

The following executive report of a 
nomination was submitted: 

By Mr. BAUCUS for the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

*Michael Froman, of New York, to be 
United States Trade Representative, with 
the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, and Mr. CRAPO): 

S. 1128. A bill to clarify the orphan drug ex-
ception to the annual fee on branded pre-
scription pharmaceutical manufacturers and 
importers; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico (for 
himself and Mr. HEINRICH): 

S. 1129. A bill to assist coordination among 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics efforts in the States, to strengthen 
the capacity of elementary schools, middle 
schools, and secondary schools to prepare 
students in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
LEE, Mr. HELLER, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
BEGICH, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and 
Mr. PAUL): 

S. 1130. A bill to require the Attorney Gen-
eral to disclose each decision, order, or opin-
ion of a Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Court that includes significant legal inter-
pretation of section 501 or 702 of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 unless 
such disclosure is not in the national secu-
rity interest of the United States and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. UDALL of New Mexico (for 
himself and Mr. HEINRICH): 

S. 1131. A bill to strengthen Indian edu-
cation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BURR (for himself and Mrs. 
HAGAN): 

S. 1132. A bill to provide for the recogni-
tion of the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself, 
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. COLLINS, 
and Ms. CANTWELL): 

S. 1133. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend the 
new markets tax credit, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PORTMAN: 
S. 1134. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to issue regulations cov-
ering the practice of enrolled agents before 
the Internal Revenue Service; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 1135. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking 
Water Act to repeal a certain exemption for 
hydraulic fracturing, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1136. A bill to authorize the extension of 

preferential tariff treatment for certain tex-
tile goods imported from Nicaragua; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
CRAPO, Ms. LANDRIEU, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 1137. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to modernize payments 
for ambulatory surgical centers under the 
Medicare program, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND: 
S. 1138. A bill to reauthorize the Hudson 

River Valley National Heritage Area; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00144 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E

bjneal
Text Box
 CORRECTION

September 22, 2014 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S4212
On page S4212, June 11, 2013, in the third column, the following appears: S. 1130. A bill to require the Attorney General to disclose each decision, order, or opinion of a Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court that includes significant legal interpretation of section 501 or 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 unless such disclosure is not in the national security interest of the United; to the Committee on the Judiciary.The Record has been corrected to read: S. 1130. A bill to require the Attorney General to disclose each decision, order, or opinion of a Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court that includes significant legal interpretation of section 501 or 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 unless such disclosure is not in the national security interest of the United States and for other purposes; to the Committee on the Judiciary.



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4213 June 11, 2013 
By Mrs. GILLIBRAND: 

S. 1139. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a special resource 
study of the Hudson River Valley, New York; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND: 
S. 1140. A bill to extend the authorization 

of the Highlands Conservation Act through 
fiscal year 2024; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. SCHUMER, and Ms. STABE-
NOW): 

S. 1141. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the rehabilita-
tion credit, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 162 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 162, a bill to reauthorize and im-
prove the Mentally Ill Offender Treat-
ment and Crime Reduction Act of 2004. 

S. 195 
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 195, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to revise and ex-
tend projects relating to children and 
violence to provide access to school- 
based comprehensive mental health 
programs. 

S. 325 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 325, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to increase the 
maximum age for children eligible for 
medical care under the CHAMPVA pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 382 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 382, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to allow 
physician assistants, nurse practi-
tioners, and clinical nurse specialists 
to supervise cardiac, intensive cardiac, 
and pulmonary rehabilitation pro-
grams. 

S. 557 
At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 557, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to improve access 
to medication therapy management 
under part D of the Medicare program. 

S. 559 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 559, a bill to establish a fund 
to make payments to the Americans 
held hostage in Iran, and to members 
of their families, who are identified as 
members of the proposed class in case 
number 1:08-CV–00487 (EGS) of the 
United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 569 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 569, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to count a period of receipt of out-
patient observation services in a hos-
pital toward satisfying the 3-day inpa-
tient hospital requirement for coverage 
of skilled nursing facility services 
under Medicare. 

S. 602 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 602, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for the 
participation of physical therapists in 
the National Health Service Corps 
Loan Repayment Program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 647 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 647, a bill to modify the prohi-
bition on recognition by United States 
courts of certain rights relating to cer-
tain marks, trade names, or commer-
cial names. 

S. 650 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 650, a bill to amend title XXVII of 
the Public Health Service Act to pre-
serve consumer and employer access to 
licensed independent insurance pro-
ducers. 

S. 699 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
699, a bill to reallocate Federal judge-
ships for the courts of appeals, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 709 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
709, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to increase diag-
nosis of Alzheimer’s disease and related 
dementias, leading to better care and 
outcomes for Americans living with 
Alzheimer’s disease and related demen-
tias. 

S. 734 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 734, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to repeal the re-
quirement for reduction of survivor an-
nuities under the Survivor Benefit 
Plan by veterans’ dependency and in-
demnity compensation. 

S. 777 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 777, a bill to restore the 
previous policy regarding restrictions 
on use of Department of Defense med-
ical facilities. 

S. 789 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 789, a bill to grant the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, collectively, to 
the First Special Service Force, in rec-
ognition of its superior service during 
World War II. 

S. 813 

At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, his name was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 813, a bill to require that 
Peace Corps volunteers be subject to 
the same limitations regarding cov-
erage of abortion services as employees 
of the Peace Corps with respect to cov-
erage of such services, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 842 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 842, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to provide for an extension of the Medi-
care-dependent hospital (MDH) pro-
gram and the increased payments 
under the Medicare low-volume hos-
pital program. 

S. 865 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. KING) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 865, a bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of a Commission to Accel-
erate the End of Breast Cancer. 

S. 896 

At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 896, a bill to amend title II of the 
Social Security Act to repeal the Gov-
ernment pension offset and windfall 
elimination provisions. 

S. 908 

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of 
South Dakota, the name of the Senator 
from California (Mrs. BOXER) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 908, a bill to amend 
the Public Health Service Act to im-
prove the diagnosis and treatment of 
hereditary hemorrhagic telangiectasia, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 916 

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 
name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 916, a bill to authorize the acquisi-
tion and protection of nationally sig-
nificant battlefields and associated 
sites of the Revolutionary War and the 
War of 1812 under the American Battle-
field Protection Program. 

S. 945 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 945, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to improve access 
to diabetes self-management training 
by authorizing certified diabetes edu-
cators to provide diabetes self-manage-
ment training services, including as 
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part of telehealth services, under part 
B of the Medicare program. 

S. 967 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the names of the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) 
and the Senator from New York (Mr. 
SCHUMER) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 967, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to modify various authori-
ties relating to procedures for courts- 
martial under the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1028 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1028, a bill to reauthorize and 
improve the Older Americans Act of 
1965, and for other purposes. 

S. 1050 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1050, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to ensure the 
issuance of regulations applicable to 
the Coast Guard regarding consider-
ation of a request for a permanent 
change of station or unit transfer sub-
mitted by a member of the Coast Guard 
who is the victim of a sexual assault. 

S. 1059 
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name 

of the Senator from Delaware (Mr. 
COONS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1059, a bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to deem any per-
son who has received an award from 
the Armed Forces of the United States 
for engagement in active combat or ac-
tive participation in combat to have 
satisfied certain requirements for natu-
ralization. 

S. 1096 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1096, a bill to establish an Office 
of Rural Education Policy in the De-
partment of Education. 

S. 1099 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. DONNELLY) and the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1099, a bill to ensure that 
individuals do not simultaneously re-
ceive unemployment compensation and 
disability insurance benefits. 

S. 1100 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1100, a bill to amend the Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007 
to repeal a provision prohibiting Fed-
eral agencies from procuring alter-
native fuels. 

S.J. RES. 11 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 

S.J. Res. 11, a joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States to restore the 
rights of the American people that 
were taken away by the Supreme 
Court’s decision in the Citizens United 
case and related decisions, to protect 
the integrity of our elections, and to 
limit the corrosive influence of money 
in our democratic process. 

S. CON. RES. 15 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 15, a concurrent res-
olution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that the Chained Consumer Price 
Index should not be used to calculate 
cost-of-living adjustments for Social 
Security or veterans benefits, or to in-
crease the tax burden on low- and mid-
dle-income taxpayers. 

S. RES. 75 
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name 

of the Senator from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 75, a resolution condemning the 
Government of Iran for its state-spon-
sored persecution of its Baha’i minor-
ity and its continued violation of the 
International Covenants on Human 
Rights. 

S. RES. 151 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 151, a resolution urg-
ing the Government of Afghanistan to 
ensure transparent and credible presi-
dential and provincial elections in 
April 2014 by adhering to internation-
ally accepted democratic standards, es-
tablishing a transparent electoral proc-
ess, and ensuring security for voters 
and candidates. 

S. RES. 154 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO), the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) and the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 154, a resolution 
supporting political reform in Iran and 
for other purposes. 

S. RES. 164 
At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-

rado, the name of the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) was 
added as a cosponsor of S. Res. 164, a 
resolution designating October 30, 2013, 
as a national day of remembrance for 
nuclear weapons program workers. 

S. RES. 167 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 167, a resolution reaffirming 
the strong support of the United States 
for the peaceful resolution of terri-
torial, sovereignty, and jurisdictional 
disputes in the Asia-Pacific maritime 
domains. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 

S. 1136. A bill to authorize the exten-
sion of preferential tariff treatment for 
certain textile goods imported from 
Nicaragua; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to introduce legislation to 
extend a critical textile and apparel 
trade program with Nicaragua, cur-
rently set to expire at the end of 2014 
through the end of 2024. 

This is a unique program which bene-
fits not only Nicaraguan apparel fac-
tories and U.S. apparel companies and 
retailers, but U.S. fabric and yarn mills 
as well. 

Let me explain. 
In an effort to promote trade between 

the United States and Nicaragua, the 
2006 Central American Free Trade 
Agreement, CAFTA, allows Nicaragua 
to export to the United States a lim-
ited amount of apparel products duty 
free regardless of the source of the 
yarn or fabric. 

Specifically, this Tariff Preference 
Level, TPL, allows Nicaragua to export 
100 million square meter equivalents, 
SMEs, of apparel made with fabric 
from non-CAFTA countries as long as 
the apparel is assembled in Nicaragua. 

In order to ensure that U.S. fabric 
producers could also take advantage of 
this program, it contains a special rule 
for trousers. 

It requires Nicaragua to purchase one 
square meter of U.S. fabric for every 
one square meter of non-CAFTA woven 
trouser fabric. 

That is, under this ‘‘one for one’’ 
rule, for each export of woven trousers 
made from non-CAFTA fabric, Nica-
ragua agreed to export to the U.S. an 
equal amount of woven trousers made 
of U.S. fabric, up to a certain level 50 
million square meter equivalents. 

This ‘‘one for one’’ feature has been 
especially successful, resulting in an 
increase in U.S. fabric exports to Nica-
ragua and an increase in apparel pro-
duction jobs in Central America. 

In fact, since 2006, when the program 
went into effect, U.S. fabric exports to 
Nicaragua have nearly doubled from 
$57.3 million to $110.2 million. 

Nicaragua is now the fastest growing 
market for U.S. fabric exports to the 
CAFTA region. 

Nicaragua has also greatly benefited 
from this program. 

I would remind my colleagues that 
Nicaragua, with a GDP per capita of 
$3,300, is the poorest country in Central 
America and the second poorest coun-
try in the Western Hemisphere. 

Approximately 42.5 percent of 
Nicaragua’s population lives below the 
poverty line. 

It is vital that Nicaragua develop and 
grow new export opportunities to help 
lift its people out of poverty. And that 
is what this program has done. 

Since 2006, total apparel exports from 
Nicaragua to the U.S. have doubled. 
The program now accounts for 25 per-
cent of those exports. 

Between 2005 and 2013, jobs in the ap-
parel sector in Nicaragua have grown 
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by 23 percent. That is, 13,236 new jobs 
have been created since CAFTA went 
into effect. 

With a program that has proven to be 
so successful and mutually beneficial, 
it is appropriate for Congress to extend 
it and ensure that these benefits con-
tinue. 

Some of my colleagues may wonder 
why I am introducing legislation now 
to extend a textile and apparel trade 
program that will not expire until the 
end of 2014. 

The simple answer is that an early 
renewal is critical for business plan-
ning purposes. 

U.S. companies that have taken ad-
vantage of this program are making de-
cisions now about their long-term in-
vestments and where they will source 
apparel products. 

Extending this program several 
months before its expiration date will 
help give U.S. companies the necessary 
confidence to continue to invest in 
Nicaragua and take advantage of its 
benefits. 

If we wait until the last minute to 
extend the program, the ties that have 
been developed between U.S. and Nica-
raguan companies and the benefits ac-
crued will be put at risk. 

Simply put, U.S. companies will not 
make the commitments to Nicaragua if 
there is a chance the textile and ap-
parel trade program will lapse. 

They will look elsewhere for new 
business opportunities to avoid what 
would in essence be a new trade barrier 
to U.S. textile exports and U.S. apparel 
companies in Nicaragua. 

And as U.S. apparel orders from Nica-
ragua decline, U.S. textile exports to 
Nicaragua will also decline. Jobs will 
be lost. 

U.S. companies are looking for assur-
ances that the U.S. is committed to 
this program after 2014 and that is why 
this legislation is needed now. 

It is supported by the American Ap-
parel and Footwear Association, the 
National Retail Federation, the Retail 
Industry Leaders Association, and the 
United States Association of Importers 
of Textile and Apparel. 

It is a win-win trade program pro-
moting jobs and economic growth in 
both countries. 

Nicaragua will be able to continue to 
develop a vital export industry and 
U.S. apparel companies, retailers, and 
textile manufacturers will continue to 
access a growing, thriving market in 
Central America. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
CRAPO, Ms. LANDRIEU, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. MERKLEY, and 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 1137. A bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to modernize 
payments for ambulatory surgical cen-
ters under the Medicare program, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1137 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ambulatory 
Surgical Center Quality and Access Act of 
2013’’. 
SEC. 2. ALIGNING UPDATES FOR AMBULATORY 

SURGICAL CENTER SERVICES WITH 
UPDATES FOR OPD SERVICES. 

Section 1833(i)(2)(D) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 13951(i)(2)(D)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating clause (vi) as clause 
(vii); 

(2) in the first sentence of clause (v), by in-
serting before the period the following: ‘‘and, 
in the case of 2014 or a subsequent year, by 
the adjustment described in subsection 
(t)(3)(G) for the respective year’’; and 

(3) by inserting after clause (v) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(vi) In implementing the system de-
scribed in clause (i) for 2014 and each subse-
quent year, there shall be an annual update 
under such system for the year equal to the 
OPD fee schedule increase factor specified 
under subsection (t)(3)(C)(iv) for such year, 
adjusted in accordance with clauses (iv) and 
(v).’’. 
SEC. 3. TRANSPARENCY OF QUALITY REPORTS 

AND APPLICATION OF VALUE-BASED 
PURCHASING TO ASCS. 

(a) QUALITY MEASURES.—Paragraph (7) of 
section 1833(i) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395l(i)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subparagraphs: 

‘‘(C) To the extent that quality measures 
implemented by the Secretary under this 
paragraph for ambulatory surgical centers 
and under section 1833(t)(17) for hospital out-
patient departments are applicable to the 
provision of surgical services in both ambu-
latory surgical centers and hospital out-
patient departments, the Secretary shall 
make reported data available on the website 
‘Medicare.gov’ in a manner that will permit 
side-by-side comparisons on such measures 
for ambulatory surgical centers and hospital 
outpatient departments in the same geo-
graphic area. 

‘‘(D) For each procedure covered for pay-
ment in an ambulatory surgical center, the 
Secretary shall publish, along with the qual-
ity reporting comparisons provided for in 
subparagraph (C), comparisons of the Medi-
care payment and beneficiary copayment 
amounts for the procedure when performed 
in ambulatory surgical centers and hospital 
outpatient departments in the same geo-
graphic area. 

‘‘(E) The Secretary shall ensure that an 
ambulatory surgery center and a hospital 
has the opportunity to review, and submit 
any corrections for, the data to be made pub-
lic with respect to the ambulatory surgery 
center under subparagraph (C)(ii) prior to 
such data being made public.’’. 

(b) AMBULATORY SURGICAL CENTER VALUE- 
BASED PURCHASING PROGRAM.—Section 
1833(i) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1395l(i)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(8) VALUE-BASED PURCHASING PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish an ambulatory surgical center 
value-based purchasing program (in this sub-
section referred to as the ‘Program’) under 
which, subject to subparagraph (I), each am-
bulatory surgical center that the Secretary 
determines meets (or exceeds) the perform-
ance standards under subparagraph (D) for 
the performance period (as established under 
subparagraph (E)) for a calendar year is eli-

gible, from the amounts made available in 
the total shared savings pool under subpara-
graph (I)(iv), for shared savings under sub-
paragraph (I), which shall be in the form, 
after application of the adjustments under 
clauses (iv), (v), and (vi) of paragraph (2)(D), 
of an increase in the amount of payment de-
termined under the payment system under 
paragraph (2)(D) for surgical services fur-
nished by such center during the subsequent 
year, by the value-based percentage amount 
under subparagraph (H) specified by the Sec-
retary for such center and year. 

‘‘(B) PROGRAM START DATE.—The Program 
shall apply to payments for procedures oc-
curring on or after January 1, 2015. 

‘‘(C) MEASURES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of the Pro-

gram, the Secretary shall select measures 
from the measures specified under paragraph 
(7). 

‘‘(ii) AVAILABILITY OF MEASURE AND DATA.— 
The Secretary may not select a measure 
under this paragraph for use under the Pro-
gram with respect to a performance period 
for a calendar year unless such measure has 
been included, and the reported data avail-
able, on the website ‘Medicare.gov’, for at 
least 1 year prior to the beginning of such 
performance period. 

‘‘(iii) MEASURE NOT APPLICABLE UNLESS ASC 
FURNISHES SERVICES APPROPRIATE TO MEAS-
URE.—A measure selected under this para-
graph for use under the Program shall not 
apply to an ambulatory surgical center if 
such center does not furnish services appro-
priate to such measure. 

‘‘(D) PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.— 
‘‘(i) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish performance standards with respect 
to measures selected under subparagraph 
(C)(i) for a performance period for a calendar 
year. 

‘‘(ii) ACHIEVEMENT AND IMPROVEMENT.—The 
performance standards established under 
clause (i) shall include levels of achievement 
and improvement. 

‘‘(iii) TIMING.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish and announce the performance standards 
under clause (i) not later than 60 days prior 
to the beginning of the performance period 
for the calendar year involved. 

‘‘(E) PERFORMANCE PERIOD.—For purposes 
of the Program, the Secretary shall establish 
the performance period for a calendar year. 
Such performance period shall begin and end 
prior to the beginning of such calendar year. 

‘‘(F) ASC PERFORMANCE SCORE.—The Sec-
retary shall develop a methodology for as-
sessing the total performance of each ambu-
latory surgery center based on performance 
standards with respect to the measures se-
lected under subparagraph (C) for a perform-
ance period (as established under subpara-
graph (E)). Using such methodology, the Sec-
retary shall provide for an assessment (in 
this subsection referred to as the ‘ASC per-
formance score’) for each ambulatory sur-
gical center for each performance period. 
The methodology shall provide that the ASC 
performance score is determined using the 
higher of its achievement or improvement 
score for each measure. 

‘‘(G) APPEALS.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a process by which ambulatory surgery 
centers may appeal the calculation of the 
ambulatory surgery center’s performance 
with respect to the performance standards 
established under subparagraph (D) and the 
ambulatory surgery center performance 
score under subparagraph (E). The Secretary 
shall ensure that such process provides for 
resolution of appeals in a timely manner. 

‘‘(H) CALCULATION OF VALUE-BASED INCEN-
TIVE PAYMENT.— 

‘‘(i) VALUE-BASED PERCENTAGE AMOUNT.— 
For purposes of subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary shall specify a value-based percentage 
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amount for an ambulatory surgical center 
for a calendar year. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—In specifying the 
value-based percentage amount for each am-
bulatory surgical center for a calendar year 
under clause (i), the Secretary shall ensure 
that such percentage is based on— 

‘‘(I) the ASC performance score of the am-
bulatory surgery center under subparagraph 
(F); and 

‘‘(II) the amount of the total savings pool 
made available under subparagraph (I)(iii)(I) 
for such year. 

‘‘(I) ANNUAL CALCULATION OF SHARED SAV-
INGS FUNDING FOR VALUE-BASED INCENTIVE 
PAYMENTS.— 

‘‘(i) DETERMINING BONUS POOL.—In each 
year of the Program, ambulatory surgery 
centers shall be eligible to receive payment 
for shared savings under the Program only if 
for such year the sum of— 

‘‘(I) the estimated amount of expenditures 
under this title for Medicare fee-for-service 
beneficiaries (as defined in section 1899(h)(3)) 
for surgical services for which payment is 
made under the payment system under para-
graph (2), adjusted for beneficiary character-
istics, and 

‘‘(II) the estimated amount of expenditures 
under this title for Medicare fee-for-service 
beneficiaries (as so defined) for the same sur-
gical services for which payment is made 
under the prospective payment system under 
subsection (t), adjusted for beneficiary char-
acteristics, 

is at least the percent specified by the Sec-
retary below the applicable benchmark de-
termined for such year under clause (ii). For 
purposes of this subparagraph, such sum 
shall be referred to as ‘estimated expendi-
tures’. The Secretary shall determine the ap-
propriate percent described in the preceding 
sentence to account for normal variation in 
volume of services under this title and to ac-
count for changes in the coverage of services 
in ambulatory surgery centers and hospital 
outpatient departments during the perform-
ance period involved. 

‘‘(ii) ESTABLISH AND UPDATE BENCHMARK.— 
For purposes of clause (i), the Secretary 
shall calculate a benchmark for each year 
described in such clause equal to the product 
of— 

‘‘(I) estimated expenditures described in 
clause (i) for such year, and 

‘‘(II) the average annual growth in esti-
mated expenditures for the most recent 
three years. 

Such benchmark shall be reset at the start 
of each calendar year, and adjusted for 
changes in enrollment under the Medicare 
fee-for-service program. 

‘‘(iii) PAYMENTS BASED ON SHARED SAV-
INGS.—If the requirement under clause (i) is 
met for a year— 

‘‘(I) 50 percent of the total savings pool es-
timated under clause (iv) for such year shall 
be made available for shared savings to be 
paid to ambulatory surgical centers under 
this paragraph; 

‘‘(II) a percent (as determined appropriate 
by the Secretary, in accordance with sub-
paragraph (H)) of such amount made avail-
able for such year shall be paid as shared 
savings to each ambulatory surgery center 
that is determined under the Program to 
have met or exceeded performance scores for 
such year; and 

‘‘(III) all funds made available under sub-
clause (I) for such year shall be used and paid 
as sharing savings for such year in accord-
ance with subclause (II). 

‘‘(iv) ESTIMATE OF THE TOTAL SAVINGS 
POOL.—For purposes of clause (iii), the Sec-
retary shall estimate for each year of the 
Program the total savings pool as the prod-
uct of— 

‘‘(I) the conversion factor for such year de-
termined by the Secretary under the pay-
ment system under paragraph (2)(D) divided 
by the conversion factor calculated under 
subsection (t)(3)(C) for such year for covered 
OPD services, multiplied by 100, and 

‘‘(II)(aa) the product of the estimated 
Medicare expenditures for surgical services 
described in clause (i)(I) furnished during 
such year to Medicare fee-for-service bene-
ficiaries (as defined in section 1899(h)(3)) for 
which payment is made under subsection (t) 
and the average annual growth in the esti-
mated Medicare expenditures for such serv-
ices furnished to Medicare fee-for-service 
beneficiaries (as so defined) for which pay-
ment is made under subsection (t) in the 
most recent available 3 years, less 

‘‘(bb) the estimated Medicare expenditures 
for surgical services described in clause (i)(I) 
furnished to Medicare fee-for-service bene-
ficiaries for which payment was made under 
subsection (t) in the most recent year. 

‘‘(J) NO EFFECT IN SUBSEQUENT CALENDAR 
YEARS.—The value-based percentage amount 
under subparagraph (H) and the percent de-
termined under subparagraph (I)(iii)(I) shall 
apply only with respect to the calendar year 
involved, and the Secretary shall not take 
into account such amount or percentage in 
making payments to an ambulatory surgery 
center under this section in a subsequent 
calendar year.’’. 
SEC. 4. ADVISORY PANEL ON HOSPITAL OUT-

PATIENT PAYMENT REPRESENTA-
TION. 

(a) ASC REPRESENTATIVE.—The second sen-
tence of section 1833(t)(9)(A) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395l(t)(9)(A)) is amend-
ed by inserting ‘‘and suppliers subject to the 
prospective payment system (including at 
least one ambulatory surgical center rep-
resentative)’’ after ‘‘an appropriate selection 
of representatives of providers’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 5. REASONS FOR EXCLUDING ADDITIONAL 

PROCEDURES FROM ASC APPROVED 
LIST. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1833(i)(1) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395l(i)(1)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘In updating such lists for application in 
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this sentence, for each procedure 
that was requested to be included in such 
lists during the public comment period but 
which the Secretary does not propose (in the 
final rule updating such lists) to so include 
in such lists, Secretary shall cite in such 
final rule the specific criteria in paragraph 
(b) or (c) of section 416.166 of title 42, Code of 
Federal Regulations, based on which the pro-
cedure was excluded. If paragraph (b) of such 
section is cited for exclusion of a procedure, 
the Secretary shall identify the peer re-
viewed research or the evidence upon which 
such determination is based. The Secretary 
may not use or cite section 416.166(c)(7) of 
such title as criteria or a basis for exclusion 
of a procedure from such lists.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to lists of 
ambulatory surgery procedures for applica-
tion in years beginning after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1181. Mr. LEAHY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, to provide for comprehensive im-
migration reform and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1182. Mr. LEAHY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 

bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1183. Mr. LEAHY (for himself and Mr. 
HATCH) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill S. 744, supra. 

SA 1184. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1185. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1186. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1187. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1188. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1189. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1190. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1191. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1192. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1193. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1194. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1195. Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. BLUNT) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra. 

SA 1196. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1197. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1198. Mr. TESTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1199. Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Ms. 
LANDRIEU) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1200. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1201. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1202. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1203. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1204. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
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bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1205. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1206. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1207. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1208. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1209. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1210. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1211. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1212. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1213. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1214. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1215. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1216. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1217. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
744, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 1218. Mr. UDALL, of New Mexico (for 
himself and Mr. HEINRICH) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1219. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1220. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1221. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1222. Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr. 
COATS, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1223. Mr. REED submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1224. Mr. REED submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1225. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 1181. Mr. LEAHY submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1094, strike lines 16 through 24, and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(6) TREATMENT OF SPOUSES AND CHIL-
DREN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), a spouse or child of a non-
immigrant agricultural worker— 

‘‘(i) shall not be entitled to a visa or any 
immigration status by virtue of the relation-
ship of such spouse or child to such worker; 
and 

‘‘(ii) may be provided status as a non-
immigrant agricultural worker if the spouse 
or child is independently qualified for such 
status. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (A)(i)— 

‘‘(i) an alien spouse and minor children of 
a nonimmigrant agricultural worker whose 
contract or offer of employment is for a pe-
riod of 1 year or more may be admitted to 
the United States pursuant to clause (iii) or 
(iv) of section 101(a)(15)(W) during the period 
of the principal nonimmigrant agricultural 
worker’s admission; 

‘‘(ii) such alien spouse and minor children 
shall not be counted against the numerical 
limitation in subsection (c); and 

‘‘(iii) such alien spouse shall be— 
‘‘(I) authorized to engage in employment in 

the United States during such period of ad-
mission; and 

‘‘(II) provided with an employment author-
ization document, stamp, or other appro-
priate work permit. 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subparagraph may be construed to require an 
employer of a nonimmigrant worker to pro-
vide housing or a housing allowance to the 
spouse or child of such worker. 

SA 1182. Mr. LEAHY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. MARRIAGE. 

(a) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Title I (8 
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 107. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

‘‘Notwithstanding section 7 of title 1, 
United States Code, an individual shall be 
considered a ‘spouse’ and a marriage shall be 
considered a ‘marriage’ for the purposes of 
this Act if— 

‘‘(1) the marriage of the individual is valid 
in the State in which the marriage was en-
tered into; or 

‘‘(2) in the case of a marriage entered into 
outside of any State, the marriage is valid in 
the place in which the marriage was entered 
into and the marriage could have been en-
tered into in a State.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
202(b)(2) (8 U.S.C. 1152(b)(2)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘his spouse’’ and inserting 
‘‘his or her spouse’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘husband and wife’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the spouses’’. 

SA 1183. Mr. LEAHY (for himself and 
Mr. HATCH) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 744, to provide for comprehen-

sive immigration reform and for other 
purposes; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle D of title IV, add the 
following: 
SEC. 4416. INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPATION IN 

THE PERFORMING ARTS. 
Section 214(c)(6)(D) (8 U.S.C. 1184(c)(6)(D)) 

is amended— 
(1) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘(i)’’ 

before ‘‘Any person’’; 
(2) in the second sentence— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Once’’ and inserting ‘‘Ex-

cept as provided in clause (ii), once’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘Attorney General shall’’ 

and inserting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall’’; 

(3) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘The 
Attorney General’’ and inserting ‘‘The Sec-
retary’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) The Secretary of Homeland Security 

shall adjudicate each petition for an alien 
with extraordinary ability in the arts (as de-
scribed in section 101(a)(15)(O)(i)), an alien 
accompanying such an alien (as described in 
clauses (ii) and (iii) of section 101(a)(15)(O)), 
or an alien described in section 101(a)(15)(P) 
(other than an alien described in paragraph 
(4)(A) (relating to athletes)) not later than 14 
days after— 

‘‘(I) the date on which the petitioner sub-
mits the petition with a written advisory 
opinion, letter of no objection, or request for 
a waiver; or 

‘‘(II) the date on which the 15-day period 
described in clause (i) has expired, if the pe-
titioner has had an appropriate opportunity 
to supply rebuttal evidence. 

‘‘(iii) If a petition described in clause (ii) is 
not adjudicated before the end of the 14-day 
period described in clause (ii) and the peti-
tioner is an arts organization described in 
paragraph (3), (5), or (6) of section 501(c) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and ex-
empt from tax under section 501(a) of such 
Code for the taxable year preceding the cal-
endar year in which the petition is sub-
mitted, or an individual or entity petitioning 
primarily on behalf of such an organization, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
provide the petitioner with the premium 
processing services referred to in section 
286(u), without a fee.’’. 

SA 1184. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1305, between lines 8 and 9, insert 
the following: 

‘‘(D) FRANCHISOR LIABILITY.—Nothing in 
this section may be construed to hold a 
franchisor civilly liable as a result of any 
violation of this section committed by a 
franchisee or by an agent of the franchisee. 

SA 1185. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 1791, strike line 24 and 
all that follows through page 1792, line 4, and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(2) PROHIBITION ON DIRECT PAYMENTS FROM 
A UNITED STATES SOURCE.—During a period of 
admission pursuant to paragraph (1), an 
alien may not receive direct payments from 
a United States source, except for incidental 
expenses for meals, travel, lodging, and other 
basic services.’’. 

SA 1186. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
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him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1154, strike line 21, and insert the 
following: 

‘‘(6) APPLICATION PROCEDURES.— 
‘‘(A) SUBMISSION.—During the 30-day period 

beginning on the first October 1 occurring at 
least 3 years after the date of the enactment 
of the Border Security, Economic Oppor-
tunity, and Immigration Modernization Act, 
and during each 30-day period beginning on 
October 1 in subsequent years, eligible aliens 
may submit, to U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services, an application for a merit- 
based immigrant visa that contains such in-
formation as the Secretary may reasonably 
require. 

‘‘(B) ADJUDICATION.—Before the last day of 
each fiscal year in which applications are 
filed pursuant to subparagraph (A), the Di-
rector, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, shall— 

‘‘(i) review the applications to determine 
which aliens will be granted a merit-based 
immigrant visa in the following fiscal year 
in accordance with this subsection; and 

‘‘(ii) in coordination with the Secretary of 
State, provide such visas to all successful ap-
plicants. 

‘‘(C) FEE.—An alien who is allocated a visa 

SA 1187. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1206, line 8, strike ‘‘203(b)(2)(B)’’ 
and insert ‘‘201(b)(1)(N)’’. 

SA 1188. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1164, line 23, strike ‘‘(f)’’ and insert 
the following: 

(f) APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN GROUNDS OF 
INADMISSIBILITY.—In determining an alien’s 
inadmissibility under this section, section 
212(a)(9)(B) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(9)(B)) shall not 
apply. 

(g) 

SA 1189. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1630, strike lines 3 through 5, and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(C) An allocation adjustment under 
clause (i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) of subparagraph 
(B)— 

‘‘(i) may not increase the total number of 
nonimmigrant visas available for any fiscal 
year under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) above 
180,000; and 

‘‘(ii) may not take place to make addi-
tional nonimmigrant visas available for any 
fiscal year in which 

SA 1190. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1677, line 13, insert ‘‘, other than a 
public institution of higher education,’’ after 
‘‘entity’’. 

SA 1191. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1735, strike lines 4 through 8 and 
insert the following: 

(2) by amending subparagraph (B) to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(B) The applicable numerical limitation 
referred to in subparagraph (A) for each fis-
cal year is— 

‘‘(i) 10,500 for each of the nationalities 
identified in clause (iii) of section 
101(a)(15)(E); and 

‘‘(ii) 10,500 for all aliens described in clause 
(vi) of such section.’’. 

SA 1192. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 942, between lines 17 and 18, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 1122. AIRPORT SPACE FOR BIOMETRIC DATA 

COLLECTION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 234 (8 U.S.C. 1224) 

is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 234. DESIGNATION OF INTERNATIONAL AIR-

PORTS AT WHICH ALIENS ARE PER-
MITTED TO ENTER OR EXIT THE 
UNITED STATES. 

‘‘(a) DESIGNATION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security is authorized— 

‘‘(1) to designate international airports in 
the United States that may accept aliens ar-
riving to or exiting from the United States 
by aircraft; and 

‘‘(2) to withdraw any designation made 
pursuant to paragraph (1) if the designated 
airport fails to provide, at no cost to the 
Federal Government, adequate space and fa-
cilities, as determined by the Secretary, 
for— 

‘‘(A) the inspection of aliens arriving to 
the United States; and 

‘‘(B) the collection of biometric informa-
tion from aliens departing from the United 
States; 

‘‘(3) to provide such reasonable require-
ments for aircraft in civil air navigation 
with respect to giving notice of intention to 
land in advance of landing, or notice of land-
ing, as the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary to administer and enforce this chap-
ter; and 

‘‘(4) to provide for the application to civil 
air navigation of the provisions of this chap-
ter, if not expressly provided in this chapter, 
to the extent and upon such conditions as 
the Secretary determines to be necessary. 

‘‘(b) CIVIL PENALTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any person who violates 

any requirement provided by the Secretary 
of Homeland Security pursuant to subsection 
(a) shall be subject to a civil penalty of 
$2,000, which may be remitted or mitigated 
by the Secretary in accordance with such 
proceedings as the Secretary shall prescribe. 

‘‘(2) LIEN; SEIZURE.—If a violation described 
in paragraph (1) is committed by the owner 
or person in command of an aircraft— 

‘‘(A) the penalty imposed under this sub-
section shall be a lien upon the aircraft; 

‘‘(B) such lien may be collected by pro-
ceedings in rem that conform as nearly as 
possible to civil suits in admiralty; and 

‘‘(C) such aircraft may be libeled therefore 
in the appropriate United States court. 

‘‘(D) such aircraft may be summarily 
seized by, and placed in the custody of, such 
persons as the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(3) NO JUDICIAL REVIEW.—The determina-
tion by the Secretary of Homeland Security 
and the remission or mitigation of the civil 
penalty imposed under this subsection shall 
be final. 

‘‘(4) RELEASE OF LIEN.—An aircraft seized 
pursuant to paragraph (2)(D) may be released 
from such custody upon deposit of such 
amount not exceeding $2,000 as the Secretary 
of Homeland Security may prescribe, or of a 
bond in such sum and with such sureties as 
the Secretary may prescribe, conditioned 
upon the payment of the penalty.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents is amended by striking the item re-
lating to section 234 and inserting the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘Sec. 234. Designation of international air-

ports at which aliens are per-
mitted to enter or exit the 
United States.’’. 

(c) RULEMAKING.— 
(1) SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY.— 

The Secretary shall prescribe such regula-
tions as may be necessary to carry out the 
amendments made by this section. 

(2) JUDICIAL PROCEDURES.—The Supreme 
Court of the United States, and, under its di-
rection, other courts of the United States, 
are authorized to prescribe such rules regu-
lating proceedings against aircraft subject to 
a penalty imposed pursuant to section 234(b) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as 
amended by subsection (a), which are not 
otherwise provided by law. 

SA 1193. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1680, line 25, insert ‘‘(other than 
nonprofit education and research institu-
tions)’’ after ‘‘employer’’. 

On page 1681, line 25, strike ‘‘employer 
who’’ and insert ‘‘employer (other than non-
profit education and research institutions) 
that’’. 

SA 1194. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1147, strike lines 16 through 19, and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(1) FISCAL YEARS 2015 THROUGH 2017.—Dur-
ing each of the fiscal years 2015 through 2017, 
the worldwide level 

Beginning on page 1147, line 24, strike ‘‘Be-
ginning with the fifth fiscal year beginning 
after the date of the enactment of the Border 
Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immi-
gration Modernization Act,’’ and insert 
‘‘During fiscal year 2018 and each subsequent 
fiscal year,’’ 

On page 1160, strike lines 11 through 13 and 
insert the following: 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2014. 

SA 1195. Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself 
and Mr. BLUNT) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 744, to provide for com-
prehensive immigration reform and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

On page 855, strike line 24 and all that fol-
lows through page 856, line 9, and insert the 
following: 
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(1) PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS FOR REG-

ISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT STATUS.— 
Not earlier than the date upon which the 
Secretary has submitted to Congress a cer-
tification that the Secretary has maintained 
effective control of the Southern border for a 
period of not less 6 months, the Secretary 
may commence processing applications for 
registered provisional immigrant status pur-
suant to section 245B of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by section 2101 of 
this Act. 

SA 1196. Mr. THUNE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 856, lines 1 through 3, strike ‘‘the 
Secretary has submitted to Congress the No-
tice of Commencement of implementation 
of’’ and insert ‘‘the governors of the States 
along the Southern border have approved 
and certified to Congress the substantial im-
plementation of’’. 

On page 865, line 6, strike ‘‘and’’ and all 
that follows through ‘‘(G)’’ on line 7, and in-
sert the following: 

(G) the governors of the States of Cali-
fornia, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas; and 

(H) 
On page 867, line 11, strike ‘‘and’’ and all 

that follows through ‘‘(ii)’’ on line 12, and in-
sert the following: 

(ii) the governors of the States of Cali-
fornia, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas; and 

(iii) 
On page 868, line 8, strike ‘‘and’’ and all 

that follows through ‘‘(vii)’’ on line 9, and in-
sert the following: 

(vii) the governors of the States of Cali-
fornia, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas; and 

(viii) 

SA 1197. Mr. THUNE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 855, strike line 23 and 
all that follows through page 858, line 10, and 
insert the following: 

(c) TRIGGERS.— 
(1) PROCESSING APPLICATIONS FOR REG-

ISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANT STATUS.— 
The Secretary may not commence proc-
essing applications for registered provisional 
immigrant status pursuant to section 245B of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, as 
added by section 2101 of this Act, until after 
the date on which— 

(A) the Secretary has submitted to Con-
gress the notice of commencement of the im-
plementation of the Comprehensive South-
ern Border Security Strategy pursuant to 
section 5(a)(4)(B); and 

(B) 350 miles of Southern border fencing 
has been completed in accordance with sec-
tion 102(b)(1)(A) of the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1103 note), as amended by sec-
tion 1122 of this Act. 

(2) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS OF REGISTERED 
PROVISIONAL IMMIGRANTS.—The Secretary 
may not adjust the status of aliens who have 
been granted registered provisional status, 
except for aliens granted blue card status 
under section 2201 of this Act or described in 
section 245D(b) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, until the Secretary, after con-
sultation with the Comptroller General of 
the United States, submits to the President 
and Congress a written certification that— 

(A) the Comprehensive Southern Border 
Security Strategy, which was submitted to 

Congress, has been substantially deployed 
and is substantially operational; 

(B) the Southern Border Fencing Strategy 
has been submitted to Congress, imple-
mented, and is substantially completed; 

(C) 700 miles of Southern border fencing 
has been completed in accordance with sec-
tion 102(b)(1)(A) of the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1103 note), as amended by sec-
tion 1122 of this Act; 

(D) the Secretary has implemented the 
mandatory employment verification system 
required under section 274A of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, as amended by sec-
tion 3101 of this Act, for use by all employers 
to prevent unauthorized workers from ob-
taining employment in the United States; 
and 

(E) the Secretary is using an electronic 
exit system at air and sea ports of entry that 
operates by collecting machine-readable visa 
or passport information from air and vessel 
carriers. 

On page 942, between lines 17 and 18, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 1122. EXTENSION OF REINFORCED FENCING 

ALONG THE SOUTHWEST BORDER. 
Section 102(b)(1)(A) of the Illegal Immigra-

tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1103 note) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: ‘‘Only fenc-
ing that is double-layered and constructed in 
a way to effectively restrain pedestrian traf-
fic may be used to satisfy the 700-mile re-
quirement under this subparagraph. Fencing 
that does not effectively restrain pedestrian 
traffic (such as vehicle barriers and virtual 
fencing) does not satisfy the requirement 
under this subparagraph.’’. 

SA 1198. Mr. TESTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 922, line 13, insert ‘‘and tribal’’ 
after ‘‘border’’. 

On page 923, line 9, strike ‘‘29’’ and insert 
‘‘33’’. 

On page 923, line 15, strike ‘‘12’’ and insert 
‘‘14’’. 

On page 923, between lines 20 and 21, insert 
the following: 

(III) 2 tribal government officials; 
On page 924, line 7, strike ‘‘17’’ and insert 

‘‘19’’. 
On page 924, between lines 12 and 13, insert 

the following: 
(III) 2 tribal government officials; 
On page 925, line 8, strike ‘‘14’’ and insert 

‘‘16’’. 

SA 1199. Mrs. BOXER (for herself and 
Ms. LANDRIEU) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 744, to provide for com-
prehensive immigration reform and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 919, line 17, insert after ‘‘agents,’’ 
the following: ‘‘in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, National Guard personnel 
performing duty to assist U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection under section 1103(c)(6) of 
this Act, Coast Guard officers and agents, as-
sisting in border enforcement efforts under 
Section 1103(c)(6) of this Act,’’ 

SA 1200. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title I, insert 
the following: 

CHAPTER ll—BORDER SECURITY 
ENHANCEMENTS 

SEC. 1ll1. SHORT TITLE. 
This chapter may be cited as the ‘‘Trust 

But Verify Act of 2013’’ 
SEC. 1ll2. MEASURES USED TO EVALUATE BOR-

DER SECURITY. 
(a) BORDER SECURITY REVIEW.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-

duct an annual comprehensive review of the 
following: 

(A) The security conditions in each of the 
following 9 Border Patrol sectors along the 
Southwest border: 

(i) The Rio Grande Valley Sector. 
(ii) The Laredo Sector. 
(iii) The Del Rio Sector. 
(iv) The Big Bend Sector. 
(v) The El Paso Sector. 
(vi) The Tucson Sector. 
(vii) The Yuma Sector. 
(viii) The El Centro Sector. 
(ix) The San Diego Sector. 
(B) Update on the new and existing double 

layered fencing built and in place, broken 
down on an annual basis since the date of the 
enactment of the Secure Fence Act of 2006 
(Public Law 109–367), with the goal of com-
pleting the fence not later than 5 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(C) Progress towards the completion of an 
effective exit and entry program at all points 
of entry that tracks visa holders. 

(D) Progress towards the goal of a 95 per-
cent apprehension or turn back rate. 

(E) A 100 percent incarceration until trial 
rate for newly captured illegal entrants and 
overstays. 

(F) Progress towards the goal ending of il-
legal immigration and undocumented pres-
ence, as measured by census data and the De-
partment. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than July 1, 2014, 
and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall 
submit a report to Congress containing spe-
cific results of the review conducted under 
paragraph (1). 

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), nothing in paragraph (1) 
may be construed as prohibiting the Sec-
retary from proposing— 

(i) alterations to boundaries of the Border 
Patrol sectors; or 

(ii) a different number of sectors to be op-
erated on the Southern border. 

(B) REPORTING.—The Secretary may not 
make any alteration to the Border Patrol 
sectors in operation or the boundaries of 
such sectors as of the date of the enactment 
of this Act unless the Secretary submits, to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives, a written notifica-
tion and description of the proposed change 
not later than 120 days before any such 
change would take effect. 

(b) UNQUALIFIED OPINION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall sub-

mit a report to Congress that contains— 
(A) an unqualified opinion of whether each 

of the sectors referred to in subsection 
(a)(1)(A) has achieved ‘‘total operational con-
trol’’ of the border within its jurisdiction; 
and 

(B) the following criteria and goals of the 
Department: 

(i) Transparent data relating to the success 
of border security and immigration enforce-
ment policies. 

(ii) Improved accountability to the people 
of the United States. 

(iii) 100 percent surveillance capability on 
the border not later than 2 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
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(iv) An apprehension or turn back rate of 

95 percent or higher not later than 5 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(v) Increasing annual targets for apprehen-
sions, which shall be adapted to the unique 
conditions of each Border Patrol sector. 

(vi) Uniformity in data collection and 
analysis for each Border Patrol sector. 

(vii) An update on the new and existing 
double layered fencing built and in place, 
broken down on an annual basis since the 
date of the enactment of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006. 

(2) TOTAL OPERATIONAL CONTROL DEFINED.— 
In this chapter, the term ‘‘total operational 
control’’, with respect to a border sector, oc-
curs if— 

(A) the fence construction requirements re-
quired under this chapter have been com-
pleted; 

(B) the infrastructure enhancements re-
quired under this chapter have been com-
pleted and deployed; 

(C) there have been verifiable increases in 
personnel dedicated to patrols, inspections, 
and interdiction; 

(D) U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
has achieved 100 percent surveillance capac-
ity and uninterrupted monitoring through-
out the entire sector; 

(E) U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
has achieved an apprehension rate of at least 
95 percent for all attempted unauthorized 
crossings; 

(F) uniform data collection standards have 
been adopted across all sectors; and 

(G) U.S. Customs and Border Protection is 
tracking the exits of 100 percent of outbound 
aliens through all points of entry. 

(3) METRICS DESCRIBED.—The Secretary 
shall use specific metrics to assess the 
progress toward, and maintenance of, total 
operational control of the border in each 
Border Patrol sector, including— 

(A) with respect to resources and infra-
structure— 

(i) a description of the infrastructure and 
resources deployed on the Southwest border, 
including physical barriers and fencing, sur-
veillance cameras, motion and other ground 
sensors, aerial platforms, and unmanned aer-
ial vehicles; 

(ii) an assessment of the Border Patrol’s 
ability to perform uninterrupted surveil-
lance on the entirety of the border within 
each sector; 

(iii) an assessment of whether the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has attained a 
100 percent surveillance capability for each 
sector; and 

(iv) a specific analysis detailing the miles 
of fence built, including double-layered fenc-
ing, pursuant to the Secure Fence Act of 2006 
(Public Law 109–367), as amended by this Act. 

(B) with respect to illegal entries between 
ports— 

(i) the number of attempted illegal entries, 
categorized by— 

(I) number of apprehensions; 
(II) people turned back to country of origin 

(turn-backs); and 
(III) individuals who have escaped (got 

aways); 
(ii) the number of apprehensions, including 

data on unique apprehensions to capture in-
dividuals who attempted to enter multiple 
times; 

(iii) the apprehension rate as a percentage 
of total attempted illegal entries; 

(iv) an estimate of the total number of suc-
cessful illegal entries, based on reliable sup-
porting evidence; 

(v) the prevalence of drug and contraband 
smuggling, categorized by— 

(I) the frequency of attempted crossings; 
(II) successful evasions of law enforcement; 
(III) the value of smuggled contraband; 
(IV) successful discoveries and arrests; and 

(V) arrest rate trends related to violent 
criminals crossing the border; 

(vi) physical evidence of crossings not oth-
erwise tied to a pursuit, including fence- 
cuttings; and 

(vii) transparent data that reports if the 
numbers include actual physical capture or 
turn-backs witnessed by border enforcement 
and a segregation of data that includes evi-
dence of individuals going back, including 
but not limited to footprints, food and torn 
clothing; 

(C) with respect to illegal entries at 
ports— 

(i) the number of attempted illegal entries, 
categorized by the number of apprehensions, 
turn-backs, and got aways; 

(ii) the number of apprehensions, including 
data on unique apprehensions to capture in-
dividuals who attempt to enter multiple 
times; 

(iii) the apprehension rate as a percentage 
of total attempted illegal entries; 

(iv) an estimate of the number of success-
ful illegal entries, based on reliable sup-
porting evidence; and 

(v) the prevalence of drug and contraband 
smuggling, categorized by— 

(I) the frequency of attempted entries; 
(II) successful discovery methods; 
(III) the use of falsified official travel docu-

ments; 
(IV) evolving evasion tactics; and 
(V) arrest rate trends related to persons 

apprehended attempting to smuggle prohib-
ited items; 

(D) with respect to repeat offenders— 
(i) data and analysis of recidivism trends, 

including the prevalence of multiple arrests 
and repeated attempts to enter unlawfully; 
and 

(ii) updated information on U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection’s Consequence Deliv-
ery System; 

(E) with respect to smuggling— 
(i) progress made in creating uniformity in 

the punishment of unlawful border crossers 
relative to their crimes for the purposes of 
deterring smuggling; 

(ii) the percentage of unlawful immigrants 
and smugglers who are subject to a uniform 
punishment; and 

(iii) data breaking down the treatment of, 
and consequences for, repeat offenders to de-
termine the extent to which the Consequence 
Delivery System serves as an effective deter-
rent; 

(F) with respect to visa overstays, data for 
each year, categorized by— 

(i) the type of visa issued to the alien; and 
(ii) the nationality of the alien; 
(G) with respect to the unlawful presence 

of aliens— 
(i) the total number of individuals present 

in the United States, which will be cor-
related in future years with normalization 
participants; 

(ii) net migration into the United States, 
including legal and illegal immigrants, cat-
egorized by— 

(I) nationality; and 
(II) country of origin, if different from na-

tionality; 
(iii) deportation data, categorized by coun-

try and the nature of apprehension; 
(iv) individuals who have obtained or who 

seek legal status; and 
(v) individuals without legal status who 

have died while in the United States; 
(H) the number of Department agents de-

ployed to the border each year, categorized 
by staffing assignment and security func-
tion; 

(I) progress made on the implementation of 
full exit tracking capabilities for land, sea, 
and air points of entry; 

(J) progress towards the goal of 100 percent 
incarceration until trial date for newly cap-
tured illegal entrants and overstays; 

(K) progress towards the goal of ending il-
legal immigration and undocumented pres-
ence, as measured by data collected by the 
United States Census Bureau and the De-
partment; and 

(L) progress towards eliminating disputes 
between Federal agencies in the use of public 
lands to perform border enforcement oper-
ations. 
SEC. 1ll3. REPORTS ON BORDER SECURITY. 

(a) DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
REPORT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than July 1, 
2014, and annually thereafter for 5 years, the 
Secretary shall submit a report to Congress 
that contains a comprehensive review of the 
security conditions in each of the Border Pa-
trol sectors along the Southwest border. 

(2) PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR REPORT.—Congress 
shall hold public hearings with the Secretary 
and other individuals responsible for pre-
paring the report submitted under paragraph 
(1) to discuss the report and educate the 
United States public on border security from 
the perspective of such officials. Congress 
shall allow differing views on the conclu-
sions of the report to be expressed by outside 
groups and interested parties for purposes of 
analyzing data through a transparent and de-
liberative committee process. 

(b) INSPECTOR GENERAL’S REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the issuance of each report under sub-
section (a), the Inspector General of the De-
partment shall submit a report to Congress 
that provides an independent analysis of the 
report submitted under subsection (a)(1) to 
analyze— 

(A) the accuracy of the report; and 
(B) the validity of the data used by the De-

partment to issue the report. 
(2) PARTICIPATION.—The Inspector General 

should participate in any hearings relating 
to the assessment of the border security re-
port of the Department. 

(c) GOVERNORS REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter for 5 years, the Gov-
ernor of each of the States along the South-
ern border may submit an independent re-
port to Congress that provides the perspec-
tive of the Governor and other officials of 
such State tasked to law enforcement on the 
security conditions along that State’s border 
with Mexico. 

(2) PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR STATE REPORTS.— 
Congress shall hold public hearings with the 
Governor and other officials from each State 
that submits a report under paragraph (1) to 
discuss the report and educate the United 
States public on border security from the 
perspective of such officials. 

(d) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF REPORTS.—Upon 
the receipt of a report submitted under this 
section, the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives shall— 

(1) provide copies of the report to the Chair 
and ranking member of each standing com-
mittee with jurisdiction under the rules of 
such House, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Minority Leader of the 
House of Representatives, the Majority 
Leader of the Senate, and the Minority Lead-
er of the Senate; and 

(2) make the report available to the public. 
SEC. 1ll4. CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL PROCE-

DURES. 
(a) JOINT RESOLUTION DEFINED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In this subsection, the 

term ‘‘joint resolution’’ means only a joint 
resolution of the 2 Houses of Congress that 
only includes— 

(A) the matter contained in the preamble 
set forth in paragraph (2); and 
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(B) the matter after the resolving clause 

set forth in paragraph (3). 
(2) PREAMBLE.—The joint resolution shall 

include the following preamble: 
‘‘Whereas Congress passed and the Presi-

dent enacted into law section 1ll6 of the 
Trust But Verify Act of 2013, with the prom-
ise to the American people that the border 
would be fully secure within 5 years; 

‘‘Whereas, one goal of comprehensive im-
migration reform was to verify that the 
United States Government is capable of im-
plementing operational control of the bor-
der; 

‘‘Whereas the prerequisite to reforming 
visa law and the creation of new immigra-
tion and visa categories was the implementa-
tion of full border security within a reason-
able amount of time; and 

‘‘Whereas the American people have been 
the subject of broken promises in the past on 
border security: Now, therefore, be it’’. 

(3) MATTER AFTER THE RESOLVING CLAUSE.— 
The matter after the resolving clause in the 
joint resolution shall read as follows: ‘‘It is 
the sense of Congress that the United States 
border is secure because— 

‘‘(1) the double-layered fencing is on sched-
ule to be completed in 5 years and sufficient 
progress has been made in the past year to 
complete such fencing on the schedule prom-
ised to the American people; 

‘‘(2) an effective exit-entry registration 
system at all points of entry that tracks visa 
holders is either completed or sufficiently 
completed to the satisfaction of Congress; 

‘‘(3) the goal of a 95 percent effectiveness 
rate for the capture of unauthorized immi-
grants has been achieved, or is on pace to be 
achieved, not later than 5 years after the 
date of the enactment of the Trust But 
Verify Act of 2013; 

‘‘(4) the security conditions in each of the 
9 Border Patrol sectors along the Southwest 
border have been achieved, or are on pace to 
be achieved not later than 5 years after the 
date of the enactment of the Trust But 
Verify Act of 2013, as determined by total 
operational control metric set forth in sec-
tion 1ll2 of such Act; 

‘‘(5) a 100 percent incarceration rate until 
trial for newly captured illegal entrants and 
overstayers has been implemented; 

‘‘(6) progress towards the goal of ending il-
legal immigration and undocumented pres-
ence has been achieved, as measured by data 
collected by the United States Census Bu-
reau and the Department; and 

‘‘(7) sections 245B of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by section 2101 of 
the Border Security, Economic Opportunity, 
and Immigration Modernization Act, will not 
compromise border security and shall re-
main in effect for at least 1 more year not-
withstanding section 1ll5 of the Trust But 
Verify Act of 2013.’’. 

(b) PROCEDURES FOR CONSIDERING RESOLU-
TIONS.— 

(1) INTRODUCTION.—A joint resolution— 
(A) may be introduced in the Senate or in 

the House of Representatives during the 30- 
day calendar day period beginning on— 

(i) July 1, 2014; 
(ii) July 1 of any of the following 4 years; 

or 
(iii) 30 days after date on which the report 

is submitted under section 1ll3(a) if such 
submission occurs before July 1 of a calendar 
year; 

(B) in the Senate, may be introduced by 
any Member of the Senate; 

(C) in the House of Representatives, may 
be introduced by any Member of the House of 
Representatives; and 

(D) may not be amended. 
(2) REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE.—A joint reso-

lution introduced in the Senate shall be re-
ferred to the Committee on Homeland Secu-

rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate. 
A joint resolution introduced in the House of 
Representatives shall be referred to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives. 

(3) DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE.—If the con-
gressional committee to which a joint reso-
lution is referred has not discharged the res-
olution at the end of 30th day after its intro-
duction— 

(A) such committee shall be discharged 
from further consideration of such resolu-
tion; and 

(B) such resolution shall be placed on the 
appropriate calendar of the House involved. 

(4) FLOOR CONSIDERATION.— 
(A) MOTION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—After the committee to 

which a joint resolution is referred has re-
ported, or has been discharged pursuant to 
paragraph (3) from further consideration of, 
the joint resolution— 

(I) it is in order (even though a previous 
motion to the same effect has been disagreed 
to) for any Member of the respective House 
to move to proceed to the consideration of 
the joint resolution; and 

(II) all points of order against the joint res-
olution (and against consideration of the 
joint resolution) are waived; 

(III) the motion described in subclause (I) 
is highly privileged in the House of Rep-
resentatives and is privileged in the Senate 
and is not debatable; 

(IV) the motion described in subclause (I) 
is not subject to amendment, a motion to 
postpone, or a motion to proceed to the con-
sideration of other business; and 

(V) a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the motion is agreed to or disagreed to 
shall not be in order. 

(ii) UNFINISHED BUSINESS.—If a motion to 
proceed to the consideration of the joint res-
olution is agreed to, the resolution shall re-
main the unfinished business of the respec-
tive House until it has been disposed. 

(B) DEBATE.—Debate on the joint resolu-
tion, and on all debatable motions and ap-
peals in connection with such resolution, 
shall be limited to not more than 10 hours, 
which shall be divided equally between those 
favoring and those opposing the joint resolu-
tion. A motion further to limit debate is in 
order and not debatable. An amendment to, 
or a motion to postpone, or a motion to pro-
ceed to the consideration of other business, 
or a motion to recommit the joint resolution 
is not in order. A motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution is agreed 
to or disagreed to is not in order. 

(C) VOTE ON FINAL PASSAGE.—Immediately 
following the conclusion of the debate on a 
joint resolution, and a single quorum call at 
the conclusion of the debate if requested in 
accordance with the rules of the appropriate 
House, the vote on final passage of the joint 
resolution shall occur. 

(D) RULINGS OF THE CHAIR ON PROCEDURE.— 
Appeals from the decisions of the Chair re-
lating to the application of the rules of the 
Senate or the House of Representatives, as 
applicable, to the procedure relating to a 
joint resolution shall be decided without de-
bate. 

(5) COORDINATION WITH ACTION BY OTHER 
HOUSE.—If 1 House receives a joint resolution 
from the other House before the House 
passes a joint resolution— 

(A) the joint resolution of the other House 
shall not be referred to a committee; and 

(B) with respect to a joint resolution of the 
House receiving the resolution— 

(i) the procedures in that House shall be 
the same as if no joint resolution had been 
received from the other House; except that 

(ii) the vote on final passage shall be on 
the joint resolution of the other House. 

(6) RULES OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND SENATE.—This subsection is enacted by 
Congress— 

(A) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
respectively, and as such— 

(i) it is deemed a part of the rules of each 
House, respectively; 

(ii) it is only applicable with respect to the 
procedures to be followed in that House in 
the case of a joint resolution; and 

(iii) it supersedes other rules only to the 
extent that it is inconsistent with such 
rules; and 

(B) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change the 
rules (so far as relating to the procedure of 
that House) at any time, in the same man-
ner, and to the same extent as in the case of 
any other rule of that House. 
SEC. 1ll5. CONDITIONS. 

(a) YEAR 1.—Except as provide in section 
1ll6, section 245B of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by section 2101 of 
this Act, shall cease to have effect beginning 
on December 31, 2014, unless Congress enacts 
a joint resolution pursuant to section 1ll4 
during the 1-year period ending on such date. 

(b) YEAR 2.—Except as provided in section 
1ll6, section 245B of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by section 2101 of 
this Act, shall cease to have effect beginning 
on December 31, 2015, unless Congress enacts 
a joint resolution pursuant to section 1ll4 
during the 1-year period ending on such date. 

(c) YEAR 3.—Except as provided in section 
1ll6, section 245B of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by section 2101 of 
this Act, shall cease to have effect beginning 
on December 31, 2016, unless Congress enacts 
a joint resolution pursuant to section 1ll4 
during the 1-year period ending on such date. 

(d) YEAR 4.—Except as provided in section 
1ll6, section 245B of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by section 2101 of 
this Act, shall cease to have effect beginning 
on December 31, 2017, unless Congress enacts 
a joint resolution pursuant to section 1ll4 
during the 1-year period ending on such date. 

(e) YEAR 5.—Except as provided in section 
1ll6, section 245B of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, as added by section 2101 of 
this Act, shall cease to have effect beginning 
on December 31, 2018, unless Congress enacts 
a joint resolution pursuant to section 1ll4 
during the 1-year period ending on such date. 

(f) STATUS OF REGISTERED PROVISIONAL IM-
MIGRANTS.—If section 245B of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act ceases to be effec-
tive pursuant to this section— 

(1) any alien who was granted registered 
provisional immigrant status before the date 
such section ceases to be effective shall re-
main in such status; and 

(2) any alien whose application for reg-
istered provisional immigrant status is pend-
ing may not be granted such status until 
such section is reinstated. 

(g) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Except as 
provided in subsection (g), no provision of 
this section may be construed— 

(1) to limit the authority of the Secretary 
to review and process applications for reg-
istered provisional immigrant status under 
section 245B of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by section 2101 of this 
Act; or 

(2) to repeal or limit the application of sec-
tion 245B(c) of such Act. 

(h) SUNSET.—Paragraphs (1) and (2) shall 
cease to have effect on December 31, 2018, un-
less Congress enacts a joint resolution pursu-
ant to section 1ll4 during 2018. 
SEC. 1ll6. TRIGGERS BASED ON CONGRES-

SIONAL APPROVAL. 
(a) YEAR 1.—If a joint resolution is enacted 

pursuant to section 1ll4 during 2014, the 
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sunset provision set forth in section 1ll5(a) 
shall have no further force or effect. 

(b) YEAR 2.—If a joint resolution is enacted 
pursuant to section 1ll4 during 2015, the 
sunset provision set forth in section 1ll5(b) 
shall have no further force or effect. 

(c) YEAR 3.—If a joint resolution is enacted 
pursuant to section 1ll4 during 2016, the 
sunset provision set forth in section 1ll5(c) 
shall have no further force or effect. 

(d) YEAR 4.—If a joint resolution is enacted 
pursuant to section 1ll4 during 2017, the 
sunset provision set forth in section 1ll5(d) 
shall have no further force or effect. 

(e) YEAR 5.—If a joint resolution is enacted 
pursuant to section 1ll4 during 2018, the 
sunset provision set forth in section 1ll5(e) 
shall have no further force or effect. 
SEC. 1ll7. REQUIREMENT FOR PHYSICAL BOR-

DER FENCE CONSTRUCTION. 
(a) CONSTRUCTION OF BORDER FENCING.— 
(1) FIRST YEAR.—Except as provided in sub-

section (d), during the 1-year period begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary shall construct not fewer 
than 100 miles of double-layer fencing on the 
Southern border. 

(2) SUBSEQUENT YEARS.—During each of the 
first 4 1-year periods immediately following 
the 1-year period described in paragraph (1), 
the Secretary shall construct not fewer than 
150 miles of double-layer fencing on the 
Southern border. 

(b) CERTIFICATION.—Except as provided in 
subsection (d), not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary shall submit a 
written certification that construction of 
the double-layer fencing required under sub-
section (a) has been completed during the 
preceding year to— 

(1) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(3) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(4) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives. 

(c) DETERMINATION OF MILES OF FENCING 
CONSTRUCTED.— 

(1) INCLUDED ITEMS.—In determining the 
number of fencing miles constructed in the 
preceding year, the Secretary may apply, to-
ward the requirement under subsection (a), 
the number of miles of— 

(A) new double-layer fencing that have 
been completed; and 

(B) a second fencing layer that has been 
added to an existing, single-layered fence. 

(2) EXCLUDED ITEMS.—In determining the 
number of fencing miles constructed in the 
preceding year, the Secretary may not apply, 
toward the requirement in subsection (a)— 

(A) vehicle barriers; 
(B) ground sensors; 
(C) motion detectors; 
(D) radar-based surveillance; 
(E) thermal imaging; 
(F) aerial surveillance platforms; 
(G) observation towers; 
(H) motorized or nonmotorized ground pa-

trols; 
(I) existing single-layer fencing; or 
(J) new construction of single-layer fenc-

ing. 
(d) SUNSET.—The Secretary shall no longer 

be required to comply with the requirements 
under subsection (a) and (b) on the earliest 
of— 

(1) the date on which the Secretary sub-
mits the 5th affirmative certification pursu-
ant to subsection (b); or 

(2) the date on which the Secretary cer-
tifies the completion of not fewer than 700 
miles of double-layer fencing on the South-
ern border. 

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
102(b)(1) of the Illegal Immigration Reform 

and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (8 
U.S.C. 1103 note) is amended by striking sub-
paragraph (D). 
SEC. 1ll8. ONE HUNDRED PERCENT EXIT 

TRACKING FOR ALL UNITED STATES 
VISITORS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) Consistent with the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996, the United States will continue its 
progress toward full biometric entry-exit 
capture capability at land, air, and sea 
points of entry. 

(2) No capability exists to fully track 
whether non-United States persons in the 
United States on a temporary basis have 
exited the country consistent with the terms 
of their visa, whether by land, sea, or air. 

(3) No program exists along the Southwest 
border to track land exits from the United 
States into Mexico. 

(4) Without the ability to capture the full 
cycle of an alien’s trip into and out of the 
United States, it is possible for persons to re-
main in the United States unlawfully for 
years without detection by U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement. 

(5) Because there is no exit tracking capa-
bility, there is insufficient data for an offi-
cial assessment of the number of persons 
who have overstayed a visa and that remain 
in the United States. Studies have estimated 
that as many as 40 percent of all persons in 
the United States without lawful immigra-
tion status entered the country legally and 
did not return to their country of origin or 
follow the terms of their entry. 

(6) Despite a legal mandate to track alien 
exits, more than a decade without any sig-
nificant capability to do so has— 

(A) degraded the Federal Government’s 
ability to enforce immigration laws; 

(B) placed a greater strain on law enforce-
ment resources; and 

(C) undermined the legal immigration 
process in the United States. 

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR OUTBOUND TRAVEL 
DOCUMENT CAPTURE AT LAND POINTS OF 
ENTRY.— 

(1) OUTBOUND TRAVEL DOCUMENT CAPTURE 
AT FOOT CROSSINGS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall establish a mandatory 
exit data system for all outbound lanes at 
each land point of entry along the Southern 
border that is only accessible to individuals 
on foot or by nonmotorized means. 

(B) DATA COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS.—The 
system established under subparagraph (A) 
shall require the collection of data from ma-
chine-readable visas, passports, and other 
travel and entry documents for all categories 
of aliens who are exiting the United States 
through an outbound lane described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

(2) OUTBOUND TRAVEL DOCUMENT CAPTURE 
AT ALL OTHER LAND POINTS OF ENTRY.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall establish a mandatory 
exit data system at all outbound lanes not 
subject to paragraph (1) at each land point of 
entry along the Southern border. 

(B) DATA COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS.—The 
system established under subparagraph (A) 
shall require the collection of data from ma-
chine-readable visas, passports, and other 
travel and entry documents for all categories 
of aliens who are exiting the United States 
through an outbound lane described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

(3) INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR COLLEC-
TION.—While collecting information under 
paragraphs (1) and (2), the Secretary shall 
collect identity-theft resistant departure in-
formation from the machine-readable visas, 

passports, and other travel and entry docu-
ments. 

(4) RECORDING OF EXITS AND CORRELATION 
TO ENTRY DATA.—The Secretary shall inte-
grate the records collected under paragraphs 
(1) and (2) into the interoperable data system 
established under section 3303(b) and any 
other database necessary to correlate an 
alien’s entry and exit data. 

(5) PROCESSING OF RECORDS.—Before the de-
parture of outbound aliens at each point of 
entry, the Secretary shall provide for cross- 
reference capability between databases des-
ignated by the Secretary under paragraph (4) 
to determine and record whether an out-
bound alien has been in the United States 
without lawful immigration status. 

(6) RECORDS INCLUSION REQUIREMENTS.—The 
Secretary shall maintain readily accessible 
entry-exit data records for immigration and 
other law enforcement and improve immi-
gration control and enforcement by includ-
ing information necessary to determine 
whether an outbound alien without lawful 
presence in the United States entered the 
country through— 

(A) unauthorized entry between points of 
entry; 

(B) visa or other temporary authorized sta-
tus; 

(C) fraudulent travel documents; 
(D) misrepresentation of identity; or 
(E) any other method of entry. 
(7) PROHIBITION ON COLLECTING EXIT 

RECORDS FOR UNITED STATES CITIZENS.— 
(A) PROHIBITION.—While documenting the 

departure of outbound individuals at each 
point of entry along the Southern border, 
the Secretary may not— 

(i) process travel documents of United 
States citizens; 

(ii) log, store, or transfer exit data for 
United States citizens; 

(iii) create, maintain, operate, access, or 
support any database containing information 
collected through outbound processing at a 
point of entry under paragraph (1) or (2) that 
contains records identifiable to an individual 
United States citizen. 

(B) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition set forth 
in subparagraph (A) does not apply to the 
records of an individual if an officer proc-
essing travel documentation in the outbound 
lanes at a point of entry along the Southern 
border— 

(i) has a strong suspicion that the indi-
vidual has engaged in criminal or other pro-
hibited activities; or 

(ii) needs to verify an individual’s identity 
because the individual is attempting to exit 
the United States without travel documenta-
tion. 

(C) VERIFICATION OF TRAVEL DOCUMENTS.— 
Subject to the prohibition set forth in sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary may provide for 
the confirmation of a United States citizen’s 
travel documentation validity in the out-
bound lanes at a point of entry along the 
Southern border. 

(c) INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS AT 
LAND POINTS OF ENTRY.— 

(1) FACILITATION OF LAND EXIT TRACKING.— 
The Secretary may improve the infrastruc-
ture at, or adjacent to, land points of entry, 
as necessary, to implement the requirements 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b), 
by— 

(A) expanding or reconfiguring outbound 
road or bridge lanes within a point of entry; 

(B) improving or reconfiguring public 
roads or other transportation infrastructure 
leading into, or adjacent to, the outbound 
lanes at a point of entry if— 

(i) there has been a demonstrated negative 
impact on transportation in the area adja-
cent to a point of entry as a result of 
projects carried out under this section; or 
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(ii) the Secretary, in consultation with 

State, local, or tribal officials responsible for 
transportation adjacent to a point of entry, 
has submitted a report to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives that projects proposed under 
this section will have a significant negative 
impact on transportation adjacent to a point 
of entry without such transportation infra-
structure improvements; and 

(iii) the total of funds obligated in any 
year to improve infrastructure outside a 
point of entry under subsection (c)(1) shall 
not exceed 25 percent of the total funds obli-
gated to meet the requirements under para-
graphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b) in the 
same year; 

(C) constructing, expanding, or improving 
access to secondary inspection areas, where 
feasible; 

(D) physical structures to accommodate in-
spections and processing travel documents 
described in subsection (b)(3) for outbound 
aliens, including booths or kiosks at exit 
lanes; 

(E) transfer, installation, use, and mainte-
nance of computers, software or other net-
work infrastructure to facilitate capture and 
processing of travel documents described in 
subsection (b)(3) for all outbound aliens; and 

(F) performance of outbound inspections 
outside of secondary inspection areas at a 
point of entry to detect suspicious activity 
or contraband. 

(2) REPORT ON INFRASTRUCTURE REQUIRE-
MENTS TO CARRY OUT 100 PERCENT LAND EXIT 
TRACKING.—Not later than 45 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit, to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives, a report that assesses the infra-
structure needs for each point of entry along 
the Southern border to fulfill the require-
ments under subsection (b), including— 

(A) a description of anticipated infrastruc-
ture needs within each point of entry; 

(B) a description of anticipated infrastruc-
ture needs adjacent to each point of entry; 

(C) an assessment of the availability of 
secondary inspection areas at each point of 
entry; 

(D) an assessment of space available at or 
adjacent to a point of entry to perform proc-
essing of outbound aliens; 

(E) an assessment of the infrastructure de-
mands relative to the volume of outbound 
crossings for each point of entry; and 

(F) anticipated wait times for outbound in-
dividuals during processing of travel docu-
ments at each point of entry, relative to pos-
sible improvements at the point of entry. 

(d) PROCEDURES FOR EXIT PROCESSING AND 
INSPECTION.— 

(1) INDIVIDUALS SUBJECT TO OUTBOUND SEC-
ONDARY INSPECTION.—Officers performing 
outbound inspection or processing travel 
documents may send an outbound individual 
to a secondary inspection area for further in-
spection and processing if the individual is— 

(A) determined or suspected to have been 
in the United States without lawful status 
during processing under subsection (b) or at 
another point during the exit process; 

(B) found to be subject to an outstanding 
arrest warrant; 

(C) suspected of engaging in prohibited ac-
tivities at the point of entry; 

(D) traveling without travel documenta-
tion; or 

(E) subject to any random outbound in-
spection procedures, as determined by the 
Secretary. 

(2) LIMITATIONS ON OUTBOUND SECONDARY 
INSPECTIONS.—The Secretary may not des-

ignate an outbound United States citizen for 
secondary inspection or collect biometric in-
formation from a United States citizen under 
outbound inspection procedures unless 
criminal or other prohibited activity has 
been detected or is strongly suspected. 

(3) OUTBOUND PROCESSING OF PERSONS IN 
THE UNITED STATES WITHOUT LAWFUL PRES-
ENCE.— 

(A) PROCESS FOR RECORDING UNLAWFUL 
PRESENCE.—If the Secretary determines, at a 
point of entry along the Southern border, 
that an outbound alien has been in the 
United States without lawful presence, the 
Secretary shall— 

(i) collect and record biometric data from 
the individual; 

(ii) combine data related to the individ-
ual’s unlawful presence with any other infor-
mation related to the individual in the inter-
operable database, in accordance with para-
graphs (4) and (5) of subsection (b); and 

(iii) except as provided in subparagraph 
(B), permit the individual to exit the United 
States. 

(B) EXCEPTION.—An individual shall not be 
permitted to leave the United States if, dur-
ing outbound inspection, the Secretary de-
tects previous unresolved criminal activity 
by the individual. 
SEC. 1ll9. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act, or amendments made 
by this Act, may be construed as replacing 
or repealing the requirements for biometric 
entry-exit capture required under the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Respon-
sibility Act of 1996 (division C of Public Law 
104–208). 
SEC. 1ll10. STUDENT VISA NATIONAL SECURITY 

REGISTRATION SYSTEM. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish a Student Visa National Security 
Registration System (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘System’’). 

(b) COUNTRIES REPRESENTED.—The System 
shall include information about each alien in 
the United States on a student visa from 1 of 
the following countries: 

(1) Afghanistan. 
(2) Algeria. 
(3) Bahrain. 
(4) Bangladesh. 
(5) Egypt. 
(6) Eritrea. 
(7) Indonesia. 
(8) Iran. 
(9) Iraq. 
(10) Jordan. 
(11) Kuwait. 
(12) Lebanon. 
(13) Libya. 
(14) Morocco. 
(15) Nigeria. 
(16) North Korea. 
(17) Oman. 
(18) Pakistan. 
(19) Qatar. 
(20) Russia. 
(21) Saudi Arabia. 
(22) Somalia. 
(23) Sudan. 
(24) Syria. 
(25) Tunisia. 
(26) United Arab Emirates. 
(27) Yemen. 
(c) REGISTRATION.—The Secretary shall no-

tify each alien from 1 of the countries listed 
under subsection (b) who is seeking a student 
visa under subparagraph (F) or (J) of section 
101(a)(15) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)) that the alien, not 
later than 30 days after receiving a student 
visa, shall— 

(1) register with the System, as part of the 
visa application process; and 

(2) be interviewed and fingerprinted by a 
Department official. 

(d) BACKGROUND CHECK.—The Secretary 
shall perform a background check on all 
aliens described in subsection (c) to ensure 
that such individuals do not present a na-
tional security risk to the United States. 

(e) MONITORING.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a procedure for monitoring the status 
of all alien students in the United States on 
student visas. 

(f) REPORTS.— 
(1) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—The Secretary 

shall submit an annual report to Congress 
that— 

(A) describes the effectiveness with which 
the Department is screening student visa ap-
plicants through the System; and 

(B) indicates whether the System has been 
implemented in a manner that is overbroad 
or results in the deportation of individuals 
with no reasonable link to a national secu-
rity threat or perceived threat. 

(2) CERTIFICATION AND NATIONAL SECURITY 
REPORT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit a report to Con-
gress that— 

(i) certifies that the System has been im-
plemented; and 

(ii) describes the specific steps that have 
been taken to prevent national security fail-
ures in screening out terrorists from using 
student visas to gain entry into the United 
States. 

(B) EFFECT OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—Beginning 
on the date that is 181 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall suspend the issuance of visas under 
subparagraphs (F) and (J) of section 
101(a)(15) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act until the Secretary has submitted the 
report described in subparagraph (A). 

(3) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall 
submit an annual report to Congress that 
contains— 

(A) the number of students screened and 
registered under the System during the past 
year, broken down by country of origin; and 

(B) the number of students deported during 
the past year as a result of information gath-
ered during the interviews and background 
checks conducted pursuant to subsections 
(c)(2) and (d), broken down by country of ori-
gin. 
SEC. 1ll11. ASYLUM AND REFUGEE REFORM. 

(a) REGISTRATION.—The Secretary shall no-
tify each alien who is admitted as a refugee 
under section 207 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1157) or granted asy-
lum under section 208 of such Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158) that the alien, not later than 30 days 
after being admitted as a refugee or granted 
asylum— 

(1) shall register with the Department as 
part of application process; and 

(2) shall be interviewed and fingerprinted 
by an official of the Department. 

(b) BACKGROUND CHECK.—The Secretary 
shall screen and perform a background check 
on all individuals seeking asylum or refugee 
status under section 207 or 208 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to ensure that 
such individuals do not present a national 
security risk to the United States. 

(c) MONITORING.—The Secretary shall mon-
itor individuals granted asylum or admitted 
as refugees for indications of terrorism. 

(d) REPORTS.— 
(1) SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY.— 

The Secretary shall submit an annual report 
to Congress that— 

(A) describes the effectiveness with which 
the Department is screening applicants for 
asylum and refugee status; and 

(B) indicates whether the System has been 
implemented in a manner that is overbroad 
or results in the deportation of individuals 
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with no reasonable link to a national secu-
rity threat or perceived threat. 

(2) CERTIFICATION AND NATIONAL SECURITY 
REPORT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit a report to Con-
gress that— 

(i) certifies that the requirements de-
scribed in subsections (a) through (c) have 
been implemented; and 

(ii) describes the specific steps that have 
been taken to prevent national security fail-
ures in screening out terrorists from using 
asylum and refugee status to gain entry into 
the United States. 

(B) EFFECT OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—Beginning 
on the date that is 181 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall suspend the granting of asylum and ref-
ugee status under sections 207 and 208 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1157 and 1158) until the Secretary has sub-
mitted the report described in subparagraph 
(A). 

(3) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary shall 
submit an annual report to Congress that 
contains— 

(A) the number of aliens seeking asylum or 
refugee status who were screened and reg-
istered during the past year, broken down by 
country of origin; and 

(B) the number of aliens seeking asylum or 
refugee status who were deported as a result 
of information gathered during interviews 
and background checks under subsections 
(a)(2) and (b), broken down by country of ori-
gin. 
SEC. 1ll12. RESOLUTION OF PUBLIC LAND USE 

DISPUTES IMPEDING BORDER SECU-
RITY AND ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary of Interior 
and the Secretary of Agriculture may not 
impede, prohibit, restrict, or delay activities 
of the Secretary on land under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior or the 
Secretary of Agriculture to achieve total 
operational control of the Southern border. 

(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary 
shall be granted immediate access to land 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of In-
terior or the Secretary of Agriculture for 
purposes of conducting the following activi-
ties on such land in accordance with the re-
quirements under this Act: 

(1) Installing and using ground and motion 
sensors. 

(2) Installing and using of surveillance 
equipment, including— 

(A) video or other recording devices; 
(B) radar and infrared technology; and 
(C) infrastructure to enhance border en-

forcement line-of-sight. 
(3) Using aircraft and securing landing 

rights, where appropriate, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

(4) Using motorized vehicles to conduct 
routine patrols and pursuits as required, in-
cluding trucks and all-terrain vehicles. 

(5) Accessing roads. 
(6) Constructing and maintaining roads. 
(7) Constructing and maintaining fences or 

other physical barriers. 
(8) Constructing and maintaining commu-

nications infrastructure. 
(9) Constructing and maintaining oper-

ations centers. 
(10) Setting up any other temporary tac-

tical infrastructure. 
(c) CLARIFICATION OF WAIVER AUTHORITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law (including any termi-
nation date relating to the waivers referred 
to in this subsection), the waiver by the Sec-
retary on April 1, 2008, pursuant to section 
102(c)(1) of the Illegal Immigration Reform 
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (8 
U.S.C. 1103 note; Public Law 104–208) of the 

laws described in paragraph (2) with respect 
to certain sections of the Southern border 
shall be considered to apply to all land under 
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Interior 
or the Secretary of Agriculture that is lo-
cated within 100 miles of the Southern bor-
der for all activities of the Secretary de-
scribed in subsection (b). 

(2) DESCRIPTION OF LAWS SUBJECT TO 
WAIVED.—The laws referred to in paragraph 
(1) are— 

(A) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); 

(B) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(C) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); 

(D) the National Historic Preservation Act 
(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.); 

(E) the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 
U.S.C. 703 et seq.); 

(F) the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et 
seq.); 

(G) the Archaeological Resources Protec-
tion Act of 1979 (16 U.S.C. 470aa et seq.); 

(H) the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300f et seq.); 

(I) the Noise Control Act of 1972 (42 U.S.C. 
4901 et seq.); 

(J) the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 
6901 et seq.); 

(K) the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.); 

(L) Public Law 86–523 (16 U.S.C. 469 et seq.); 
(M) the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 U.S.C. 431 et 

seq.) (commonly known as the ‘‘Antiquities 
Act of 1906’’) ; 

(N) the Act of August 21, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 461 
et seq.); 

(O) the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 
U.S.C. 1271 et seq.); 

(P) the Farmland Protection Policy Act (7 
U.S.C. 4201 et seq.); 

(Q) the Coastal Zone Management Act of 
1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.); 

(R) the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et 
seq.); 

(S) the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); 

(T) the National Wildlife Refuge System 
Administration Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 668dd et 
seq.); 

(U) the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 
U.S.C. 742a et seq.); 

(V) the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 
(16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.); 

(W) subchapter II of chapter 5, and chapter 
7, of title 5, United States Code (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Administrative Procedure 
Act’’); 

(X) the Otay Mountain Wilderness Act of 
1999 (Public Law 106–145, 113 Stat. 1711); 

(Y) sections 102(29) and 103 of California 
Desert Protection Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 
410aaa et seq.); 

(Z) the National Park Service Organic Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.); 

(AA) Public Law 91–383 (16 U.S.C. 1a-1 et 
seq.); 

(BB) sections 401(7), 403, and 404 of the Na-
tional Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 
(Public Law 95–625, 92 Stat. 3467); 

(CC) the Arizona Desert Wilderness Act of 
1990 (16 U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 101–628); 

(DD) section 10 of the Act of March 3, 1899 
(33 U.S.C. 403); 

(EE) the Act of June 8, 1940 (16 U.S.C. 668 
et seq.) (commonly known as the ‘‘Bald 
Eagle Protection Act of 1940)’’; 

(FF) the Native American Graves Protec-
tion and Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001 et 
seq.); 

(GG) Public Law 95–341 (42 U.S.C. 1996); 
(HH) Public Law 103–141 (42 U.S.C. 2000bb et 

seq.); 

(II) the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1600 
et seq.); 

(JJ) the Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act 
of 1960 (16 U.S.C. 528 et seq.); 

(KK) the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 
181, et seq.); 

(LL) the Materials Act of 1947 (30 U.S.C. 601 
et seq.); and 

(MM) the General Mining Act of 1872 (30 
U.S.C. 22 note). 

(d) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall submit a monthly report to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives that— 

(1) describes any public land use dispute 
raised by another Federal agency; 

(2) describes any other land conflict sub-
ject to subsection (a) relating to border secu-
rity operations on public lands; and 

(3) explains whether the waiver authority 
under subsection (c) was exercised in regards 
to such dispute or conflict. 

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section may be construed to authorize— 

(1) the restriction of legal land uses, in-
cluding hunting, grazing, and mining; or 

(2) additional restriction on legal access to 
such land. 
SEC. 1ll13. SAVINGS AND OFFSETS. 

(a) USE OF FUNDS.—The Secretary may use 
amounts from the Comprehensive Immigra-
tion Reform Trust Fund made available 
under subparagraphs (A)(ii) and (D) of sec-
tion 6(a)(3)— 

(1) to fulfill the requirement under section 
1ll8 for 100 percent exit tracking of out-
bound aliens at land points of entry; 

(2) to establish and maintain the Student 
Visa National Security Registration System 
described in section 1ll10; and 

(3) to reform the processing of applications 
for asylum and refugee status pursuant to 
section 1ll11. 

(b) PROHIBITION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), no funds may be obligated or 
expended for the construction of a new head-
quarters for the Department. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition under 
paragraph (1) shall not apply if the Secretary 
certifies to Congress that— 

(A) total operational control of the South-
ern border has been achieved; 

(B) 100 percent exit tracking for all United 
States visitors at air, sea, and land points of 
entry has been achieved; 

(C) the Student Visa National Security 
Visa Registration System is fully oper-
ational; and 

(D) reforms to asylum and refugee proc-
essing set forth in section 1ll11 have been 
fully implemented. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$1,000,000,000 to carry out paragraphs (1) 
through (3) of subsection (a). 

(d) RESCISSION OF CERTAIN UNOBLIGATED 
FUNDS.—From discretionary funds appro-
priated to the Department, but not obligated 
as of the date of the enactment of this Act, 
$1,000,000,000 is hereby rescinded. 
SEC. 1ll14. IMMIGRATION LAW ENHANCE-

MENTS. 
(a) TRANSITION OF EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR 

IMMIGRATION REVIEW.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF COURT OF IMMIGRA-

TION REVIEW.—Title 28, United States Code, 
is amended by inserting after chapter 7 the 
following: 

‘‘CHAPTER 9—COURT OF IMMIGRATION 
REVIEW 

‘‘§ 211. Establishment and appointment of 
judges 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established, 

under article I of the Constitution of the 
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United States, a court of record, which shall 
be known as the United States Court of Im-
migration Review. 

‘‘(b) JURISDICTION.—The Court of Immigra-
tion Review shall have original, but not ex-
clusive, jurisdiction over all civil pro-
ceedings arising under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) and is 
authorized to implement orders issued by the 
Court, in cooperation with the Department 
of Justice. 

‘‘(c) APPOINTMENT OF JUDGES.—The Presi-
dent shall appoint, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, such judges as 
may be necessary to carry out the duties of 
the Court of Immigration Review. 
‘‘§ 212. Tenure and salaries of judges 

‘‘(a) TENURE.—Each judge of the United 
States Court of Immigration Review shall be 
appointed for a term of 10 years. 

‘‘(b) SALARY.—Each judge shall receive a 
salary at an annual rate determined in ac-
cordance with section 225 of the Federal Sal-
ary Act of 1967 (2 U.S.C. 351 et seq.), as ad-
justed by section 461 of this title. 
‘‘§ 213. Times and places of holding court 

‘‘The United States Court of Immigration 
Review may hold court at such times and 
such places as it may fix by rule of court.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO HOMELAND 
SECURITY ACT OF 2002.—Subtitle A of title XI 
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 521 et seq.) is amended— 

(A) by striking the subtitle heading and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘Subtitle A—United States Court of 
Immigration Review’’; and 

(B) by amending section 1101 (6 U.S.C. 521) 
to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 1101. RESPONSIBILITIES OF UNITED 

STATES COURT OF IMMIGRATION 
REVIEW. 

‘‘The United States Court of Immigration 
Review, established under chapter 9 of title 
28, United States Code, shall be responsible 
for interpreting and administering Federal 
immigration laws by conducting immigra-
tion court proceedings and appellate reviews 
of such proceedings, in cooperation with the 
Department of Justice.’’. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO IMMIGRA-
TION AND NATIONALITY ACT.—Section 103 (8 
U.S.C. 1103) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘He’’ each place it appears 

and inserting ‘‘The Secretary’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘the Service’’ each place it 

appears and inserting ‘‘the Department of 
Homeland Security’’; 

(B) in subsection (c)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘The Commissioner shall’’ 

and inserting ‘‘The Director, U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, shall’’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘He’’ and inserting ‘‘The 
Director’’; 

(iii) by striking ‘‘the Service’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services’’; and 

(iv) by striking ‘‘The Commissioner may’’ 
and inserting ‘‘The Director may’’; 

(C) in subsections (d) and (e), by striking 
‘‘The Commissioner’’ and inserting ‘‘The Di-
rector, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services’’; 

(D) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘the 
Service’’ and inserting ‘‘U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services’’; and 

(E) in subsection (g), by amending para-
graph (1) to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 
shall assist the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity in enforcing the provisions of this Act, 
in cooperation with the United States Court 
of Immigration Review, established under 
chapter 9 of title 28, United States Code.’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the immigration judges serv-

ing in the Executive Office for Immigration 
Review on the day before the date of the en-
actment of this Act, absent misconduct or 
other compelling circumstances, should be— 

(1) appointed by the President to serve on 
the United States Court of Immigration Re-
view, established under chapter 29 of title 28, 
United States Code; and 

(2) confirmed by the Senate as soon as 
practicable, but in no case later than 1 year 
after such date of enactment. 

(c) CONTINUITY PROVISION.—All officers and 
employees of the Executive Office for Immi-
gration Review on the day before the date of 
the enactment of this Act, absent mis-
conduct or other compelling circumstances, 
shall remain in their respective positions 
during the Office’s transition to the United 
States Court of Immigration Review. 

(d) ENDING OF CAPTURE AND RELEASE.—The 
Secretary may not release any individual ar-
rested by the Department for the violation of 
any immigration law before the individual is 
duly tried by the United States Court of Im-
migration Review unless the Secretary de-
termines that such arrests were made in 
error. Individuals arrested or detained by the 
Department have the right to an expedited 
proceeding to ensure that they are not de-
tained without a hearing for an excessive pe-
riod of time. 
SEC. 1ll15. PROTECTING THE PRIVACY OF 

AMERICAN CITIZENS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act, the 

amendments made by this Act, or any other 
provision of law may be construed as author-
izing, directly or indirectly, the issuance, 
use, or establishment of a national identi-
fication card or system. 

(b) LIMITATIONS ON IDENTIFICATION OF 
UNITED STATES CITIZENS.— 

(1) BIOMETRIC INFORMATION.—United States 
citizens shall not be subject to any Federal 
or State law, mandate, or requirement that 
they provide photographs or biometric infor-
mation without prior cause. 

(2) PHOTO TOOL.—As used in this Act, the 
term ‘‘Photo Tool’’ may not be construed to 
allow the Federal Government to require 
United States citizens to provide a photo-
graph to the Federal Government, other 
than photographs for Federal employment 
identification documents and United States 
passports. 

(3) BIOMETRIC SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS.— 
Notwithstanding section 3102, any other pro-
vision of this Act, the amendments made by 
this Act, or any other provision of law, the 
Federal Government may not require United 
States citizens to carry, or to be issued, a bi-
ometric social security card. 

(4) CITIZEN REGISTRY.—Notwithstanding 
any provision of this Act, the amendments 
made by this Act, or any other law, the Fed-
eral Government is not authorized to create 
a de facto national registry of citizens. 

(c) IDENTIFICATION OF NONCITIZENS.—The 
Federal Government is authorized to require 
noncitizens, for identification purposes, to 
provide biometric identification, including 
fingerprints, DNA, and Iris scans, and non-
biometric information, including photo-
graphs. 
SEC. 1ll16. NUMERICAL LIMITATION ON REG-

ISTERED PROVISIONAL IMMI-
GRANTS. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Secretary may not grant registered 
provisional immigrant status under section 
245B of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, as added by section 2101 of this Act, to 
more than 2,000,000 applicants for such status 
in any calendar year. 

SA 1201. Mr. VITTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 

comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 858, between lines 10 and 11, insert 
the following: 

(3) US–VISIT SYSTEM.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this Act, any program 
that authorizes granting temporary legal 
status to individuals who are unlawfully 
present in the United States or adjusting the 
status of such individuals to that of aliens 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence 
may not be implemented until the Secretary 
submits written certification to the Presi-
dent and Congress that the integrated entry 
and exit data system required under section 
110 of the Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (8 
U.S.C. 1365a), which was required to be im-
plemented by December 21, 2005, has been 
fully implemented and is functioning at 
every land, sea, and air port of entry. 

SA 1202. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. ENSURING REGISTERED PROVI-

SIONAL IMMIGRANTS, REFUGEES, 
ASYLEES, AND OTHER ALIENS ARE 
NOT DEPENDENT ON WELFARE. 

(a) SHORT TITLE OF SECTION.—This section 
may be cited as the ‘‘Secure the Treasury 
Act’’. 

(b) NO TAX WINDFALL FOR REGISTERED PRO-
VISIONAL IMMIGRANTS.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, with respect to tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 2013, 
a noncitizen granted registered provisional 
immigrant status under section 245B of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (as added 
by this Act) and a registered provisional im-
migrant whose status is adjusted to that of 
an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence under section 245C of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (as added by this 
Act) shall not be allowed to claim the earned 
income tax credit allowed under section 32 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or any 
other credit allowed by subpart C of part IV 
of subchapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (other than the credit 
allowed under section 31 of such Code (relat-
ing to overpayment of taxes)). 

(c) NO ACCESS TO WELFARE.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, with re-
spect to years beginning after December 31, 
2013, a noncitizen granted registered provi-
sional immigrant status under section 245B 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (as 
added by this Act) and a registered provi-
sional immigrant whose status is adjusted to 
that of an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent residence under section 245C of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (as added by 
this Act) shall not be eligible for any of the 
following assistance or benefits: 

(1) Any assistance or benefits provided 
under a State program funded under the 
temporary assistance for needy families pro-
gram under part A of title IV of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.). 

(2) Any medical assistance provided under 
a State Medicaid plan under title XIX of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) or 
under a waiver of such plan, other than 
emergency medical assistance provided 
under paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 
1903(v), and any child health assistance pro-
vided under a State child health plan under 
title XXI of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.) or under a waiver of 
such plan. 
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(3) Any benefits or assistance provided 

under the supplemental nutrition assistance 
program established under the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.). 

(4) Supplemental security income benefits 
provided under title XVI of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1381). 

(5) Federal Pell Grants under section 401 of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1070a). 

(6) Housing vouchers under section 8 of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f). 

(7) Federal old-age, survivors, and dis-
ability insurance benefits under title II of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et 
seq.). 

(8) Health insurance benefits for the aged 
and disabled under the medicare program es-
tablished under title XVIII of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.). 

(9) Assistance or benefits provided under 
the program of block grants to States for so-
cial services under subtitle A of title XX of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397 et 
seq.). 

(d) NO WELFARE FOR REFUGEES OR ASYLEES 
AFTER 1 YEAR OF DATE OF ADMISSION.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, an 
alien admitted to the United States as a ref-
ugee under section 207 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1157) or grant-
ed asylum under section 208 of such Act (8 
U.S.C. 1158) shall not be eligible for any as-
sistance or benefits described in paragraphs 
(1) through (8) of subsection (c), and shall not 
be allowed the earned income tax credit 
under section 32 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, after the date that is 1 year 
after the date on which the alien is admitted 
to the United States under section 207 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1157) or granted asylum under section 208 of 
such Act (8 U.S.C. 1158). 

(e) NO CITIZENSHIP FOR ALIENS WHO APPLY 
FOR AND RECEIVE WELFARE.—Any alien, in-
cluding any registered provisional immi-
grant, alien granted blue card status, ref-
ugee, asylee, or nonimmigrant admitted to 
the United States under a permanent or tem-
porary visa, who is prohibited under this sec-
tion, another provision of this Act, an 
amendment made by this Act, or any other 
provision of law, from applying for, or re-
ceiving, assistance or benefits described in 
subsection (c) or from claiming the earned 
income tax credit allowed under section 32 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or any 
other credit allowed by subpart C of part IV 
of subchapter A of chapter 1 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, and who applies for 
and receives any such assistance or benefits, 
or who claims and is allowed any such credit, 
shall be permanently prohibited from becom-
ing naturalized as a citizen of the United 
States. 

(f) ENFORCEMENT.— 
(1) REQUIREMENT.—Each State shall imple-

ment the verification procedures listed in 
paragraph (5) to prevent non-citizens from 
receiving the assistance or benefits described 
in subsection (c) and from being allowed the 
earned income tax credit under section 32 of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. To the ex-
tent that the State is not responsible for the 
administration of such assistance, benefits, 
or tax credit, the procedures implemented by 
the State shall be designed to assist the head 
of the Federal agency responsible for admin-
istering such assistance, benefits, or tax 
credit in ensuring that non-citizens do not 
receive the assistance, benefits, or tax cred-
it. 

(2) PENALTY.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, with respect to a State, 
each head of the Federal agency responsible 
for administering a Federal means-tested 
benefit program listed in paragraph (4) shall 

reduce the annual amount of federal finan-
cial payments that would otherwise be made 
to the State under the program by 10 per-
cent, beginning with the payments for fiscal 
year 2015. The reduction under the preceding 
sentence shall not apply with respect to any 
fiscal year that begins after the date on 
which the State certifies to the Secretary of 
the Homeland Security that the State has 
complied with paragraph (1). 

(3) STATE DEFINED.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘‘State’’ means each of the 50 States, 
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, and American 
Samoa. 

(4) FEDERAL MEANS-TESTED BENEFIT PRO-
GRAMS.—The Federal means-tested benefit 
programs listed in this paragraph are the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The temporary assistance for needy 
families program under part A of title IV of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et 
seq.). 

(B) The Medicaid program under title XIX 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et 
seq.). 

(C) The State children’s health insurance 
program under title XXI of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.). 

(D) The supplemental nutrition assistance 
program established under the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.). 

(E) The program of block grants to States 
for social services under subtitle A of title 
XX of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397 
et seq.). 

(5) VERIFICATION PROCEDURES.—The 
verification procedures listed in this para-
graph are the following: 

(A) Requiring proof of citizenship as a con-
dition for receipt of assistance or benefits 
under the Federal means-tested benefit pro-
grams listed in paragraph (4). 

(B) Verifying the proof of citizenship pro-
vided as a condition for receipt of assistance 
or benefits under the Federal means-tested 
benefit programs listed in paragraph 
(4),including by using the Systematic Alien 
Verification for Entitlements Program of 
the United States Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services to confirm that an individual 
who has presented proof of citizenship as a 
condition for receipt of assistance or benefits 
under a Federal means-tested benefit pro-
gram listed in paragraph (4) is not an alien. 

(C) Requiring officers and employees of 
State agencies that administer a Federal 
means-tested benefit program listed in para-
graph (4) to report to the Secretary of Home-
land Security any suspicious or fraudulent 
identity information provided by an indi-
vidual applying for assistance or benefits. 

(6) MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.— 
(A) NONAPPLICATION OF THE PRIVACY ACT.— 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
section 552a of title 5, United States Code 
(commonly referred to as the Privacy Act) 
shall not be construed as prohibiting an offi-
cer or employee of a State from verifying a 
claim of citizenship for purposes of eligi-
bility for assistance or benefits under a Fed-
eral means-tested benefit program listed in 
paragraph (4). 

(B) INCLUSION OF REGISTERED PROVISIONAL 
IMMIGRANT STATUS IN SAVE.—Not later than 
30 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall modify the Systematic Alien 
Verification for Entitlements Program of 
the United States Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services to add the registered provi-
sional immigrant status as an alien category 
that is ineligible for any Federal means-test-
ed benefit program listed in paragraph (4). 

SA 1203. Mr. INHOFE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 672, between lines 12 and 13, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 3720. DETENTION OF DANGEROUS ALIENS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Keep Our Communities Safe 
Act of 2013’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) this section should ensure that Con-
stitutional rights are upheld and protected; 

(2) it is the intention of the Congress to up-
hold the Constitutional principles of due 
process; and 

(3) due process of the law is a right af-
forded to everyone in the United States. 

(c) DETENTION OF ALIENS DURING REMOVAL 
PROCEEDINGS.— 

(1) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 236 (8 
U.S.C. 1226) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ each 
place it appears (except in the second place 
it appears in subsection (a)) and inserting 
‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; 

(B) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or’’ before ‘‘the 
Attorney General—’’; and 

(C) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘Attorney 
General’s’’ and inserting ‘‘Secretary of 
Homeland Security’s’’. 

(2) LENGTH OF DETENTION.—Section 236 (8 
U.S.C. 1226) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(f) LENGTH OF DETENTION.— 
‘‘(1) Notwithstanding any other provision 

of this section, an alien may be detained 
under this section for any period, without 
limitation, except as provided in subsection 
(h), until the alien is subject to a final order 
of removal. 

‘‘(2) The length of detention under this sec-
tion shall not affect detention under section 
241 of this Act.’’. 

(3) DETENTION OF CRIMINAL ALIENS.—Sec-
tion 236(c)(1) (8 U.S.C. 1226(c)(1)) is amended, 
by striking the undesignated matter fol-
lowing subparagraph (D) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘any time after the alien is released, with-
out regard to whether an alien is released re-
lated to any activity, offense, or conviction 
described in this paragraph; to whether the 
alien is released on parole, supervised re-
lease, or probation; or to whether the alien 
may be arrested or imprisoned again for the 
same offense. If the activity described in this 
paragraph does not result in the alien being 
taken into custody by any person other than 
the Secretary, then when the alien is 
brought to the attention of the Secretary or 
when the Secretary determines it is prac-
tical to take such alien into custody, the 
Secretary shall take such alien into cus-
tody.’’. 

(4) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—Section 236 (8 
U.S.C. 1226) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(g) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.— 
‘‘(1) The Attorney General’s review of the 

Secretary’s custody determinations under 
section 236(a) shall be limited to whether the 
alien may be detained, released on bond (of 
at least $1,500 with security approved by the 
Secretary), or released with no bond. 

‘‘(2) The Attorney General’s review of the 
Secretary’s custody determinations for the 
following classes of aliens: 

‘‘(A) Aliens in exclusion proceedings. 
‘‘(B) Aliens described in sections 212(a)(3) 

and 237(a)(4). 
‘‘(C) Aliens described in section 236(c). 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00158 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4227 June 11, 2013 
‘‘(D) Aliens in deportation proceedings sub-

ject to section 242(a)(2) of the Act (as in ef-
fect prior to April 1, 1997, and as amended by 
section 440(c) of Public Law 104–132); is lim-
ited to a determination of whether the alien 
is properly included in such category. 

‘‘(h) RELEASE ON BOND.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien detained under 

subsection (a) may seek release on bond. No 
bond may be granted except to an alien who 
establishes by clear and convincing evidence 
that the alien is not a flight risk or a risk to 
another person or the community. 

‘‘(2) CERTAIN ALIENS INELIGIBLE.—No alien 
detained under subsection (c) may seek re-
lease on bond.’’. 

(5) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—Section 236 (8 
U.S.C. 1226) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)(2)(B), by striking 
‘‘conditional parole’’ and inserting ‘‘recog-
nizance’’; and 

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘parole’’ 
and inserting ‘‘recognizance’’. 

(d) ALIENS ORDERED REMOVED.—Section 
241(a) (8 U.S.C. 1231(a)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ each 
place it appears, except for the first place it 
appears in paragraph (4)(B)(i), and inserting 
‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; 

(2) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking subparagraphs (B) and (C) 

and inserting the following: 
‘‘(B) BEGINNING OF PERIOD.—The removal 

period begins on the latest of— 
‘‘(i) the date on which the order of removal 

becomes administratively final; 
‘‘(ii) the date on which the alien is taken 

into such custody if the alien is not in the 
custody of the Secretary on the date on 
which the order of removal becomes adminis-
tratively final; and 

‘‘(iii) the date on which the alien is taken 
into the custody of the Secretary after the 
alien is released from detention or confine-
ment if the alien is detained or confined (ex-
cept for an immigration process) on the date 
on which the order of removal becomes ad-
ministratively final. 

‘‘(C) SUSPENSION OF PERIOD.— 
‘‘(i) EXTENSION.—The removal period shall 

be extended beyond a period of 90 days and 
the Secretary may, in the Secretary’s sole 
discretion, keep the alien in detention dur-
ing such extended period if— 

‘‘(I) the alien fails or refuses to make all 
reasonable efforts to comply with the re-
moval order, or to fully cooperate with the 
Secretary’s efforts to establish the alien’s 
identity and carry out the removal order, in-
cluding making timely application in good 
faith for travel or other documents nec-
essary to the alien’s departure or conspires 
or acts to prevent the alien’s removal that is 
subject to an order of removal; 

‘‘(II) a court, the Board of Immigration Ap-
peals, or an immigration judge orders a stay 
of removal of an alien who is subject to an 
administratively final order of removal; 

‘‘(III) the Secretary transfers custody of 
the alien pursuant to law to another Federal 
agency or a State or local government agen-
cy in connection with the official duties of 
such agency; or 

‘‘(IV) a court or the Board of Immigration 
Appeals orders a remand to an immigration 
judge or the Board of Immigration Appeals, 
during the time period when the case is 
pending a decision on remand (with the re-
moval period beginning anew on the date 
that the alien is ordered removed on re-
mand). 

‘‘(ii) RENEWAL.—If the removal period has 
been extended under clause (i), a new re-
moval period shall be deemed to have begun 
on the date on which— 

‘‘(I) the alien makes all reasonable efforts 
to comply with the removal order, or to fully 
cooperate with the Secretary’s efforts to es-

tablish the alien’s identity and carry out the 
removal order; 

‘‘(II) the stay of removal is no longer in ef-
fect; or 

‘‘(III) the alien is returned to the custody 
of the Secretary. 

‘‘(iii) MANDATORY DETENTION FOR CERTAIN 
ALIENS.—The Secretary shall keep an alien 
described in subparagraphs (A) through (D) 
of section 236(c)(1) in detention during the 
extended period described in clause (i). 

‘‘(iv) SOLE FORM OF RELIEF.—An alien may 
only seek relief from detention under this 
subparagraph by filing an application for a 
writ of habeas corpus in accordance with 
chapter 153 of title 28, United States Code. 
No alien whose period of detention is ex-
tended under this subparagraph shall have 
the right to seek release on bond.’’; 

(3) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by inserting ‘‘or is not detained pursu-
ant to paragraph (6)’’ after ‘‘the removal pe-
riod’’; and 

(B) by amending subparagraph (D) to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(D) to obey reasonable restrictions on the 
alien’s conduct or activities that the Sec-
retary prescribes for the alien, in order to 
prevent the alien from absconding, for the 
protection of the community, or for other 
purposes related to the enforcement of the 
immigration laws.’’; 

(4) in paragraph (4)(A), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (2)’’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (B)’’; 
and 

(5) by amending paragraph (6) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(6) ADDITIONAL RULES FOR DETENTION OR 
RELEASE OF CERTAIN ALIENS.— 

‘‘(A) DETENTION REVIEW PROCESS FOR COOP-
ERATIVE ALIENS ESTABLISHED.—For an alien 
who is not otherwise subject to mandatory 
detention, who has made all reasonable ef-
forts to comply with a removal order and to 
cooperate fully with the Secretary of Home-
land Security’s efforts to establish the 
alien’s identity and carry out the removal 
order, including making timely application 
in good faith for travel or other documents 
necessary to the alien’s departure, and who 
has not conspired or acted to prevent re-
moval, the Secretary shall establish an ad-
ministrative review process to determine 
whether the alien should be detained or re-
leased on conditions. The Secretary shall 
make a determination whether to release an 
alien after the removal period in accordance 
with subparagraph (B). The determination 
shall include consideration of any evidence 
submitted by the alien, and may include con-
sideration of any other evidence, including 
any information or assistance provided by 
the Secretary of State or other Federal offi-
cial and any other information available to 
the Secretary of Homeland Security per-
taining to the ability to remove the alien. 

‘‘(B) AUTHORITY TO DETAIN BEYOND RE-
MOVAL PERIOD.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in the exercise of the Sec-
retary’s sole discretion, may continue to de-
tain an alien for 90 days beyond the removal 
period (including any extension of the re-
moval period under paragraph (1)(C)). An 
alien whose detention is extended under this 
subparagraph shall have no right to seek re-
lease on bond. 

‘‘(ii) SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in the exercise 
of the Secretary’s sole discretion, may con-
tinue to detain an alien beyond the 90 days 
authorized under clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) until the alien is removed, if the Sec-
retary, in the Secretary’s sole discretion, de-
termines that there is a significant likeli-
hood that the alien— 

‘‘(aa) will be removed in the reasonably 
foreseeable future; or 

‘‘(bb) would be removed in the reasonably 
foreseeable future, or would have been re-
moved, but for the alien’s failure or refusal 
to make all reasonable efforts to comply 
with the removal order, or to cooperate fully 
with the Secretary’s efforts to establish the 
alien’s identity and carry out the removal 
order, including making timely application 
in good faith for travel or other documents 
necessary to the alien’s departure, or con-
spires or acts to prevent removal; 

‘‘(II) until the alien is removed, if the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security certifies in 
writing— 

‘‘(aa) in consultation with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, that the alien 
has a highly contagious disease that poses a 
threat to public safety; 

‘‘(bb) after receipt of a written rec-
ommendation from the Secretary of State, 
that release of the alien is likely to have se-
rious adverse foreign policy consequences for 
the United States; 

‘‘(cc) based on information available to the 
Secretary of Homeland Security (including 
classified, sensitive, or national security in-
formation, and without regard to the 
grounds upon which the alien was ordered re-
moved), that there is reason to believe that 
the release of the alien would threaten the 
national security of the United States; or 

‘‘(dd) that the release of the alien will 
threaten the safety of the community or any 
person, conditions of release cannot reason-
ably be expected to ensure the safety of the 
community or any person, and 

‘‘(AA) the alien has been convicted of 1 or 
more aggravated felonies (as defined in sec-
tion 101(a)(43)(A)) or of 1 or more crimes 
identified by the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity by regulation, or of 1 or more at-
tempts or conspiracies to commit any such 
aggravated felonies or such identified 
crimes, if the aggregate term of imprison-
ment for such attempts or conspiracies is at 
least 5 years; or 

‘‘(BB) the alien has committed 1 or more 
crimes of violence (as defined in section 16 of 
title 18, United States Code, but not includ-
ing a purely political offense) and, because of 
a mental condition or personality disorder 
and behavior associated with that condition 
or disorder, the alien is likely to engage in 
acts of violence in the future; or 

‘‘(III) pending a certification under sub-
clause (II), if the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity has initiated the administrative re-
view process not later than 30 days after the 
expiration of the removal period (including 
any extension of the removal period under 
paragraph (1)(C)). 

‘‘(iii) NO RIGHT TO BOND HEARING.—An alien 
whose detention is extended under this sub-
paragraph shall have no right to seek release 
on bond, including by reason of a certifi-
cation under clause (ii)(II). 

‘‘(C) RENEWAL AND DELEGATION OF CERTIFI-
CATION.— 

‘‘(i) RENEWAL.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security may renew a certification under 
subparagraph (B)(ii)(II) every 6 months, after 
providing an opportunity for the alien to re-
quest reconsideration of the certification 
and to submit documents or other evidence 
in support of that request. If the Secretary 
does not renew a certification, the Secretary 
may not continue to detain the alien under 
subparagraph (B)(ii)(II). 

‘‘(ii) DELEGATION.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 103, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
may not delegate the authority to make or 
renew a certification described in item (bb), 
(cc), or (dd) of subparagraph (B)(ii)(II) below 
the level of the Assistant Secretary for Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement. 
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‘‘(iii) HEARING.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security may request that the Attorney 
General or the Attorney General’s designee 
provide for a hearing to make the determina-
tion described in item (dd)(BB) of subpara-
graph (B)(ii)(II). 

‘‘(D) RELEASE ON CONDITIONS.—If it is deter-
mined that an alien should be released from 
detention by a Federal court, the Board of 
Immigration Appeals, or if an immigration 
judge orders a stay of removal, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, in the exercise of the 
Secretary’s discretion, may impose condi-
tions on release as provided under paragraph 
(3). 

‘‘(E) REDETENTION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in the exercise of the 
Secretary’s discretion, without any limita-
tions other than those specified in this sec-
tion, may again detain any alien subject to 
a final removal order who is released from 
custody, if removal becomes likely in the 
reasonably foreseeable future, the alien fails 
to comply with the conditions of release, or 
to continue to satisfy the conditions de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), or if, upon re-
consideration, the Secretary, in the Sec-
retary’s sole discretion, determines that the 
alien can be detained under subparagraph 
(B). This section shall apply to any alien re-
turned to custody pursuant to this subpara-
graph, as if the removal period terminated 
on the day of the redetention. 

‘‘(F) REVIEW OF DETERMINATIONS BY SEC-
RETARY.—A determination by the Secretary 
under this paragraph shall not be subject to 
review by any other agency.’’. 

(e) SEVERABILITY.—If any of the provisions 
of this section, any amendment made by this 
section, or the application of any such provi-
sion to any person or circumstance, is held 
to be invalid for any reason, the remainder 
of this section, the amendments made by 
this section, and the application of the provi-
sions and amendments made by this section 
to any other person or circumstance shall 
not be affected by such holding. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 
(1) APPREHENSION AND DETENTION OF 

ALIENS.—The amendments made by sub-
section (c) shall take effect on the date of 
the enactment of this Act. Section 236 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act, as amend-
ed by subsection (c), shall apply to any alien 
in detention under provisions of such section 
on or after such date of enactment. 

(2) ALIENS ORDERED REMOVED.—The amend-
ments made by subsection (d) shall take ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of this Act. 
Section 241 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as amended by subsection (d), 
shall apply to— 

(A) all aliens subject to a final administra-
tive removal, deportation, or exclusion order 
that was issued before, on, or after the date 
of the enactment of this Act; and 

(B) acts and conditions occurring or exist-
ing before, on, or after such date of enact-
ment. 

SA 1204. Mr. INHOFE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1300, between lines 11 and 12, insert 
the following: 
CHAPTER 5—ENGLISH LANGUAGE UNITY 

SEC. 2561. SHORT TITLE. 
This chapter may be cited as the ‘‘English 

Language Unity Act of 2013’’. 
SEC. 2562. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds and declares the following: 
(1) The United States is comprised of indi-

viduals from diverse ethnic, cultural, and 

linguistic backgrounds, and continues to 
benefit from this rich diversity. 

(2) Throughout the history of the United 
States, the common thread binding individ-
uals of differing backgrounds has been the 
English language. 

(3) Among the powers reserved to the 
States respectively is the power to establish 
the English language as the official language 
of the respective States, and otherwise to 
promote the English language within the re-
spective States, subject to the prohibitions 
enumerated in the Constitution of the 
United States and in laws of the respective 
States. 
SEC. 2563. ENGLISH AS OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF 

THE UNITED STATES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title 4, United States 

Code, is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘CHAPTER 6—OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 
‘‘§ 161. Official language of the United States 

‘‘The official language of the United States 
is English. 
‘‘§ 162. Preserving and enhancing the role of 

the official language 
‘‘Representatives of the Federal Govern-

ment shall have an affirmative obligation to 
preserve and enhance the role of English as 
the official language of the Federal Govern-
ment. Such obligation shall include encour-
aging greater opportunities for individuals 
to learn the English language. 
‘‘§ 163. Official functions of Government to be 

conducted in English 
‘‘(a) OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS.—The official 

functions of the Government of the United 
States shall be conducted in English. 

‘‘(b) SCOPE.—For the purposes of this sec-
tion— 

‘‘(1) the term ‘United States’ means the 
several States and the District of Columbia; 
and 

‘‘(2) the term ‘official’ refers to any func-
tion that— 

‘‘(A) binds the Government; 
‘‘(B) is required by law; or 
‘‘(C) is otherwise subject to scrutiny by ei-

ther the press or the public. 
‘‘(c) PRACTICAL EFFECT.—This section shall 

apply to all laws, public proceedings, regula-
tions, publications, orders, actions, pro-
grams, and policies, but does not apply to— 

‘‘(1) teaching of languages; 
‘‘(2) requirements under the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act; 
‘‘(3) actions, documents, or policies nec-

essary for national security, international 
relations, trade, tourism, or commerce; 

‘‘(4) actions or documents that protect the 
public health and safety; 

‘‘(5) actions or documents that facilitate 
the activities of the Bureau of the Census in 
compiling any census of population; 

‘‘(6) actions that protect the rights of vic-
tims of crimes or criminal defendants; or 

‘‘(7) using terms of art or phrases from lan-
guages other than English. 
‘‘§ 164. Uniform English language rule for nat-

uralization 
‘‘(a) UNIFORM LANGUAGE TESTING STAND-

ARD.—All citizens should be able to read and 
understand generally the English language 
text of the Declaration of Independence, the 
Constitution, and the laws of the United 
States made in pursuance of the Constitu-
tion. 

‘‘(b) CEREMONIES.—All naturalization cere-
monies shall be conducted in English. 
‘‘§ 165. Rules of construction 

‘‘Nothing in this chapter shall be con-
strued— 

‘‘(1) to prohibit a Member of Congress or 
any officer or agent of the Federal Govern-
ment, while performing official functions, 

from communicating unofficially through 
any medium with another person in a lan-
guage other than English (as long as official 
functions are performed in English); 

‘‘(2) to limit the preservation or use of Na-
tive Alaskan or Native American languages 
(as defined in the Native American Lan-
guages Act); 

‘‘(3) to disparage any language or to dis-
courage any person from learning or using a 
language; or 

‘‘(4) to be inconsistent with the Constitu-
tion of the United States. 
‘‘§ 166. Standing 

‘‘A person injured by a violation of this 
chapter may in a civil action (including an 
action under chapter 151 of title 28) obtain 
appropriate relief.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
chapters at the beginning of title 4, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting after 
the item relating to chapter 5 the following 
new item: 

‘‘CHAPTER 6. OFFICIAL LANGUAGE’’. 
SEC. 2564. GENERAL RULES OF CONSTRUCTION 

FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEXTS OF 
THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title 1, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘§ 8. General rules of construction for laws of 

the United States 
‘‘(a) English language requirements and 

workplace policies, whether in the public or 
private sector, shall be presumptively con-
sistent with the Laws of the United States. 

‘‘(b) Any ambiguity in the English lan-
guage text of the Laws of the United States 
shall be resolved, in accordance with the last 
two articles of the Bill of Rights, not to deny 
or disparage rights retained by the people, 
and to reserve powers to the States respec-
tively, or to the people.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 1 of title 
1, is amended by inserting after the item re-
lating to section 7 the following new item: 
‘‘8. General Rules of Construction for Laws 

of the United States.’’. 
SEC. 2565. IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall issue, for public notice and comment, a 
proposed rule for uniform testing English 
language ability of candidates for natu-
ralization, based upon the principles that— 

(1) all citizens should be able to read and 
understand generally the English language 
text of the Declaration of Independence, the 
United States Constitution, and the laws of 
the United States which are made pursuant 
to such documents; and 

(2) any exceptions to this standard should 
be limited to extraordinary circumstances, 
such as asylum. 
SEC. 2566. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The amendments made by sections 2563 and 
2564 shall take effect on the date that is 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 1205. Mr. INHOFE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. REQUIREMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

PERMISSIBLE. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) throughout the history of the United 

States, English has been the common thread 
to unify the American people much as they 
are united under one flag; 
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(2) Americans overwhelmingly believe that 

it is very important for people living in the 
United States to speak and understand 
English; 

(3) there is vast support among the Amer-
ican people to allow a company the freedom 
to implement English in the workplace poli-
cies; and 

(4) when a group of employees speaks a lan-
guage other than English in the workplace, 
it may cause misunderstandings, create dan-
gerous circumstances, and undermine mo-
rale. 

(b) REQUIREMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PERMISSIBLE.—Section 703 of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e–2) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(o) Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this title, it shall not be an unlawful em-
ployment practice for an employer to require 
employees to speak English while engaged in 
work.’’. 

SA 1206. Mr. INHOFE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. llll. MULTILINGUAL SERVICES. 

(a) MULTILINGUAL SERVICES ACCOUNTING IN-
FORMATION REQUIREMENT.— 

(1) MULTILINGUAL SERVICES ACCOUNTING IN-
FORMATION.—Chapter 9 of title 31, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(A) in section 902(a)(6)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-

graph (D); 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as 

subparagraph (F); and 
(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (D) 

the following: 
‘‘(E) effective for each fiscal year begin-

ning on or after October 1, 2013, the multi-
lingual services accounting information of 
the agency for such fiscal year, in accord-
ance with the guidance issued under section 
3517 of this title and the procedures of OMB 
Circular No. A–11, part 6 (as in effect on the 
date of enactment of this subparagraph) and 
OMB Circular No. A–136 (as in effect on the 
date of enactment of this subparagraph); 
and’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 904. Definitions. 

‘‘In this chapter— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘multilingual services’ in-

cludes— 
‘‘(A) the services provided by interpreters 

hired by an agency; 
‘‘(B) the services provided by an agency as-

sociated with assisting agency employees or 
contractors learn a language other than 
English that result in additional expenses, 
wages, or salaries, or changes to expenses, 
wages, or salaries, for the agency or agency 
employees or contractors; 

‘‘(C) agency preparation, translation, 
printing, or recordation of documents, 
records, Web sites, brochures, pamphlets, fly-
ers, or other materials in a language other 
than English; 

‘‘(D) the services provided or performed for 
the Federal Government by agency employ-
ees or contractors that require speaking a 
language other than English that result in 
wage differentials or benefits provided by the 
agency; and 

‘‘(E) any other services provided or per-
formed by an agency which utilize languages 
other than English and that incur additional 
costs to the agency; and 

‘‘(2) the term ‘multilingual services ac-
counting information’ means any accounting 

information related to multilingual serv-
ices.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 9 of title 31, United 
States Code, is amended by adding after the 
item relating to section 903 the following: 

‘‘904. Definitions.’’. 
(b) MULTILINGUAL SERVICES EXPENSES RE-

PORT.— 
(1) MULTILINGUAL SERVICES EXPENSES RE-

PORT.—Subchapter II of chapter 35 of title 31, 
United States Code is amended— 

(A) in section 3512(a)(2)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of subpara-

graph (E); 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as 

subparagraph (G); and 
(iii) by adding after subparagraph (E) the 

following: 
‘‘(F) effective for the first full calendar 

year beginning after December 31, 2013, and 
for each calendar year thereafter, a Multi-
lingual Services Expenses Report, which 
shall include— 

‘‘(i) a summary and analysis of the multi-
lingual services accounting information (as 
defined in section 904 of this title) prepared 
by each agency Chief Financial Officer under 
section 902(a)(6)(E) of this title; 

‘‘(ii) a description of any changes to the ex-
isting financial management structure of the 
Federal Government needed to establish an 
integrated individual agency accounting of 
all multilingual services (as defined in sec-
tion 904 of this title) conducted by each 
agency; and 

‘‘(iii) any other information the Director 
considers appropriate to fully inform the 
Congress and the agency Chief Financial Of-
ficers regarding the accounting of all multi-
lingual services provided by the Federal Gov-
ernment; and’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 3517. Multilingual services accounting 

guidelines. 
‘‘Not later than 180 days after the date of 

the enactment of this section, the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget 
shall issue guidance that each agency Chief 
Financial Officer shall follow in compiling 
the multilingual services accounting infor-
mation required under section 902(a)(6)(E) of 
this title.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 35 of title 31, United 
States Code, is amended by adding after the 
item relating to section 3516 the following: 

‘‘3517. Multilingual services accounting 
guidelines.’’. 

SA 1207. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON IMPEDING CERTAIN 

ACTIVITIES OF U.S. CUSTOMS AND 
BORDER PROTECTION RELATED TO 
BORDER SECURITY. 

(a) PROHIBITION ON SECRETARIES OF THE IN-
TERIOR AND AGRICULTURE.—The Secretary of 
the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall not impede, prohibit, or restrict activi-
ties of U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
on land under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior or the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to achieve operational control (as 
defined in section 2(b) of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (8 U.S.C. 1701 note; Public Law 
109–367)) over the international land borders 
of the United States. 

(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES OF U.S. CUS-
TOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION.— 

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection shall have immediate access 
to land under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior or the Secretary of Ag-
riculture for purposes of conducting the fol-
lowing activities on such land that assist in 
securing the international land borders of 
the United States: 

(A) Construction and maintenance of 
roads. 

(B) Construction and maintenance of 
fences. 

(C) Use vehicles to patrol. 
(D) Installation, maintenance, and oper-

ation of surveillance equipment and sensors. 
(E) Use of aircraft. 
(F) Deployment of temporary tactical in-

frastructure, including forward operating 
bases. 

(c) CLARIFICATION RELATING TO WAIVER AU-
THORITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law (including any termi-
nation date relating to the waiver referred to 
in this subsection), the waiver by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security on April 1, 2008, 
under section 102(c)(1) of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1103 note; Public 
Law 104–208) of the laws described in para-
graph (2) with respect to certain sections of 
the international border between the United 
States and Mexico and between the United 
States and Canada shall be considered to 
apply to all land under the jurisdiction of 
the Secretary of the Interior or the Sec-
retary of Agriculture within 100 miles of the 
international land borders of the United 
States for the activities of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection described in subsection 
(b). 

(2) DESCRIPTION OF LAWS WAIVED.—The laws 
referred to in paragraph (1) are the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4321 et seq.), the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 
et seq.), the National Historic Preservation 
Act (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.), the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq.), the Clean 
Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.), the Archae-
ological Resources Protection Act of 1979 (16 
U.S.C. 470aa et seq.), the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.), the Noise 
Control Act of 1972 (42 U.S.C. 4901 et seq.), 
the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 
et seq.), the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), Public Law 86– 
523 (16 U.S.C. 469 et seq.), the Act of June 8, 
1906 (commonly known as the ‘‘Antiquities 
Act of 1906’’) (16 U.S.C. 431 et seq.), the Act 
of August 21, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.), the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1271 et 
seq.), the Farmland Protection Policy Act (7 
U.S.C. 4201 et seq.), the Coastal Zone Man-
agement Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.), 
the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.), 
the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System Administra-
tion Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 668dd et seq.), the 
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742a 
et seq.), the Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), subchapter II of 
chapter 5, and chapter 7, of title 5, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act’’), the Otay 
Mountain Wilderness Act of 1999 (Public Law 
106–145, 113 Stat. 1711), sections 102(29) and 
103 of California Desert Protection Act of 
1994 (16 U.S.C. 410aaa et seq.), the National 
Park Service Organic Act (16 U.S.C. 1 et 
seq.), Public Law 91–383 (16 U.S.C. 1a–1 et 
seq.), sections 401(7), 403, and 404 of the Na-
tional Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 
(Public Law 95–625, 92 Stat. 3467), the Arizona 
Desert Wilderness Act of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 1132 
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note; Public Law 101–628), section 10 of the 
Act of March 3, 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403), the Act 
of June 8, 1940 (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), (25 
U.S.C. 3001 et seq.), Public Law 95–341 (42 
U.S.C. 1996), Public Law 103–141 (42 U.S.C. 
2000bb et seq.), the Forest and Rangeland Re-
newable Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 
U.S.C. 1600 et seq.), the Multiple-Use Sus-
tained-Yield Act of 1960 (16 U.S.C. 528 et 
seq.), the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 181, 
et seq.), the Materials Act of 1947 (30 U.S.C. 
601 et seq.), and the General Mining Act of 
1872 (30 U.S.C. 22 note). 

(d) PROTECTION OF LEGAL USES.—This sec-
tion shall not be construed to provide— 

(1) authority to restrict legal uses, such as 
grazing, hunting, or mining, on land under 
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior or the Secretary of Agriculture; or 

(2) any additional authority to restrict 
legal access to such land. 

SA 1208. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 856, lines 1 and 2, strike ‘‘the Sec-
retary has submitted to Congress’’ and insert 
‘‘Congress has approved, using the fast-track 
procedures set forth in paragraph (3), the 
contents of’’. 

On page 56, strike lines 19 through 22, and 
insert the following: ‘‘Congress has ratified, 
using the fast-track procedures set forth in 
paragraph (3), the written certification sub-
mitted by the Secretary to the President and 
Congress, after consultation with the Comp-
troller of the United States, that—’’. 

On page 858, between lines 10 and 11, insert 
the following: 

(3) FAST-TRACK PROCEDURES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after receiving a submission from the Sec-
retary under paragraph (1) or (2), the Senate 
and the House of Representatives shall vote 
to determine whether the action taken by 
the Secretary meets the requirements set 
forth in such paragraphs that are required 
before applications may be processed by the 
Secretary for registered provisional immi-
grant status or adjustment of status under 
section 245B or 245C, respectively, of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, as added by 
sections 2101 and 2102. 

(B) REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE.—The ques-
tion described in subparagraph (A) may not 
be referred to any congressional committee. 

(C) AMENDMENTS.—The question described 
in subparagraph (A) may not be subject to 
amendment in the Senate or in the House of 
Representatives. 

(D) MAJORITY VOTE.—The question de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) shall be subject 
to a vote threshold of a majority of all mem-
bers of each House duly chosen and sworn. 

(E) PRESIDENTIAL SIGNATURE.—The con-
gressional approval and ratification required 
under paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not be 
completed until after it has received the sig-
nature of the President. 

SA 1209. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 890, between lines 8 and 9, insert 
the following: 

(e) ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS.—Nothing 
in this Act may be construed to authorize 
the appropriation of funds to carry out sec-
tion 2101 or 2102 or an amendment made by 
either such section. Such sections and the 

amendments made by such sections shall be 
carried out using only the fees listed under 
subsection (a)(2)(C). 

SA 1210. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 946, strike line 20 and 
all that follows through page 947, line 11, and 
insert the following: ″apply; and 

‘‘(II) subparagraphs (A), (C), (D), (F), and 
(G) of section 212(a)(6) and paragraph (10)(B) 
of section 212(a) shall not apply unless based 
on the act of unlawfully entering the United 
States after the date of the enactment of the 
Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernization Act;’’. 

SA 1211. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 946, lines 3 through 5, strike ‘‘of-
fense under foreign law, except for a purely 
political offense, which, if the offense’’ and 
insert ‘‘act committed outside the United 
States, except for a purely political act, 
which, if the act’’. 

SA 1212. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 952, strike lines 4 through 21 and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(2) PAYMENT OF TAXES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien may not file an 

application for registered provisional immi-
grant status under paragraph (1) unless the 
alien demonstrates the payment of any ap-
plicable Federal tax liability by establishing 
that— 

‘‘(i) no such tax liability exists; 
‘‘(ii) all outstanding liabilities have been 

paid; or 
‘‘(iii) the alien has entered into an agree-

ment for payment of all outstanding liabil-
ities with the Internal Revenue Service. 

‘‘(B) APPLICABLE FEDERAL TAX LIABILITY.— 
For purposes of clause (i), the term ‘applica-
ble Federal tax liability’ means liability for 
Federal taxes, including penalties and inter-
est, owed for which the statutory period for 
assessment of any deficiency for such taxes 
has not expired. 

‘‘(C) IRS COOPERATION.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall establish rules and proce-
dures under which the Commissioner of In-
ternal Revenue shall provide documentation 
to an alien upon request to establish the 
payment of all taxes required by this sub-
paragraph. 

‘‘(D) BURDEN OF PROOF.—The burden of 
proof for an alien in establishing a matter 
under this paragraph is by a preponderance 
of evidence. 

SA 1213. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 973, between lines 18 and 19, insert 
the following: 

‘‘(iv) PROHIBITION ON WAIVER.—The penalty 
required under this subparagraph may not be 
waived, limited, or reduced. 

SA 1214. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 987, strike line 19 and 
all that follows through page 988, line 19, and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(V) remittance records; and 
‘‘(VI) school records from institutions de-

scribed in subparagraph (D). 
‘‘(iii) ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS AND RESTRIC-

TIONS.—The Secretary may designate addi-
tional documents that may be used to estab-
lish compliance with the requirement under 
subparagraph (A). 

SA 1215. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 980, between lines 10 and 11, insert 
the following: 

‘‘(4) ANNUAL REPORTS ON AMOUNTS OF FED-
ERAL MEANS-TESTED PUBLIC BENEFITS PRO-
VIDED.—The Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, in consultation with the Secretary 
and the heads of other appropriate Federal 
agencies, shall submit to Congress each year 
a report on the amount of Federal means- 
tested public benefits (as so defined) pro-
vided in each State (including the District of 
Columbia) during the preceding fiscal year. 
Each report shall set forth, for the fiscal 
year covered by such report, the following: 

‘‘(A) The total amount of Federal means- 
tested public benefits provided during such 
fiscal year, disaggregated by State. 

‘‘(B) The total amount of Federal means- 
tested public benefits provided during such 
fiscal year to households with any person 
who resided in the United States illegally 
during such fiscal year. 

‘‘(C) The total amount of Federal means- 
tested public benefits provided during such 
fiscal year to households with any person 
with registered provisional immigrant status 
during such fiscal year. 

On page 980, line 11, strike ‘‘(4)’’ and insert 
‘‘(5)’’. 

On page 981, line 7, strike ‘‘(5)’’ and insert 
‘‘(6)’’. 

SA 1216. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1421, line 2, insert ‘‘intentionally’’ 
before ‘‘discriminate’’. 

On page 1423, line 2, insert ‘‘, with discrimi-
natory intent’’ before the em dash. 

On page 1425, line 12, insert ‘‘if done for the 
purpose, or with the intent, of discrimi-
nating against the individual’’ before the pe-
riod at the end. 

SA 1217. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1829, line 8, strike ‘‘20,000’’ and in-
sert ‘‘200,000’’. 

On page 1829, line 9, strike ‘‘35,000’’ and in-
sert ‘‘250,000’’. 

On page 1829, line 10, strike ‘‘55,000’’ and in-
sert ‘‘300,000’’. 

On page 1829, line 11, strike ‘‘75,000’’ and in-
sert ‘‘350,000’’. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4231 June 11, 2013 
On page 1833, lines 1 and 2, strike ‘‘20,000 

nor more than 200,000’’ and replace with 
‘‘200,000 nor more than 400,000’’. 

SA 1218. Mr. UDALL of New Mexico 
(for himself and Mr. HEINRICH) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 744, to 
provide for comprehensive immigration 
reform and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

On page 908, between lines 7 and 8, insert 
the following: 

(e) ADDITIONAL PERMANENT DISTRICT COURT 
JUDGESHIPS IN NEW MEXICO.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall ap-
point, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, 1 additional district judge for the 
district of New Mexico. 

(2) CONVERSION OF TEMPORARY JUDGESHIP TO 
PERMANENT JUDGESHIP.—The existing judge-
ship for the district of New Mexico author-
ized by section 312(c) of the 21st Century De-
partment of Justice Appropriations Author-
ization Act (28 U.S.C. 133 note; Public Law 
107–273; 116 Stat. 1788), as of the effective 
date of this Act, shall be authorized under 
section 133 of title 28, United States Code, 
and the incumbent in that office shall hold 
the office under section 133 of title 28, United 
States Code, as amended by this Act. 

(3) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table contained in section 133(a) 
of title 28, United States Code, is amended by 
striking the item relating to the district of 
New Mexico and inserting the following: 

‘‘New Mexico ............................................................ 8’’. 

SA 1219. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 111, beginning on line 22, strike 
‘‘education’’ and all that follows through 
line 25, and insert ‘‘education; or’’. 

SA 1220. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title I, add the following: 
SEC. 1122. MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE COSTS OF SAL-

ARIES OF CONTRACTOR EMPLOY-
EES. 

Section 4304(a)(16) of title 41, United States 
Code, is amended by inserting before the pe-
riod at the end the following: ‘‘, except that 
in the case of contracts with the Department 
of Homeland Security or the National Guard 
while operating in Federal status that relate 
to border security, the limit on such costs of 
compensation is the annual amount payable 
under the aggregate limitation on pay as es-
tablished by the Office of Management and 
Budget (currently $230,700)’’. 

SA 1221. Mr. MANCHIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 912, between lines 9 and 10, insert 
the following: 

(3) ACQUISITION OF ADDITIONAL UNMANNED 
AERIAL VEHICLES AND UNMANNED AERIAL SYS-

TEMS.—Notwithstanding paragraphs (1) and 
(2) of subsection (a), the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection may not 
acquire additional unmanned aerial vehicles 
or unmanned aircraft systems until after the 
Inspector General of the Department sub-
mits a report to Congress, which certifies 
that U.S. Customs and Border Protection has 
implemented all the recommendations con-
tained in the report submitted by the Office 
of the Inspector General of the Department 
to U.S. Customs and Border Protection on 
May 30, 2012, titled ‘‘CBP’s Use of Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems in the Nation’s Border Se-
curity’’, including— 

(A) analyzing requirements and developing 
plans to achieve the unmanned aerial system 
mission availability objective and acquiring 
funding to provide necessary operations, 
maintenance, and equipment; 

(B) developing and implementing proce-
dures to coordinate and support stake-
holders’ mission requests; and 

(C) establishing interagency agreements 
with external stakeholders for reimburse-
ment of expenses incurred fulfilling mission 
requests, to the extent authorized by law. 

SA 1222. Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, 
Mr. COATS, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by her to the bill S. 744, to 
provide for comprehensive immigration 
reform and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

On page 1300, between lines 11 and 12, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 2554. UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP FOR 

INTERNATIONALLY ADOPTED INDI-
VIDUALS. 

(a) AUTOMATIC CITIZENSHIP.—Section 104 of 
the Child Citizenship Act of 2000 (Public Law 
106–395; 8 U.S.C. 1431 note) is amended to read 
as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 104. APPLICABILITY. 

‘‘The amendments made by this title shall 
apply to any individual who satisfies the re-
quirements under section 320 or 322 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act, regardless 
of the date on which such requirements were 
satisfied.’’. 

(b) MODIFICATION OF PREADOPTION VISITA-
TION REQUIREMENT.—Section 101(b)(1)(F)(i) (8 
U.S.C. 1101(b)(1)(F)(i)), as amended by section 
2312, is further amended by striking ‘‘at least 
twenty-five years of age, who personally saw 
and observed the child prior to or during the 
adoption proceedings;’’ and inserting ‘‘who is 
at least 25 years of age, at least 1 of whom 
personally saw and observed the child before 
or during the adoption proceedings;’’. 

(c) AUTOMATIC CITIZENSHIP FOR CHILDREN 
OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS WHO ARE PHYS-
ICALLY PRESENT IN THE UNITED STATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 320(a)(3) (8 U.S.C. 
1431(a)(3)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) The child is physically present in the 
United States in the legal custody of the cit-
izen parent pursuant to a lawful admission.’’. 

(2) APPLICABILITY TO INDIVIDUAL’S WHO NO 
LONGER HAVE LEGAL STATUS.—Notwith-
standing the lack of legal status or physical 
presence in the United States, a person shall 
be deemed to meet the requirements under 
section 320 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as amended by paragraph (1), if the 
person— 

(A) was born outside of the United States; 
(B) was adopted by a United States citizen 

before the person reached 18 years of age; 
(C) was legally admitted to the United 

States; and 
(D) would have qualified for automatic 

United States citizenship if the amendments 

made by paragraph (1) had been in effect at 
the time of such admission. 

(d) RETROACTIVE APPLICATION.—Section 
320(b) (8 U.S.C. 1431(b)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘, regardless of the date on which the 
adoption was finalized’’ before the period at 
the end. 

(e) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply to any individual 
adopted by a citizen of the United States re-
gardless of whether the adoption occurred 
prior to, on, or after the date of the enact-
ment of the Child Citizenship Act of 2000. 

SA 1223. Mr. REED submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1021, line 17, insert ‘‘or public li-
brary’’ after ‘‘organization’’. 

On page 1282, beginning on line 3, strike 
‘‘and’’ and all that follows through line 4, 
and insert the following: 

(14) the National Security Advisor; and 
(15) the Director of the Institute of Mu-

seum and Library Services. 
On page 1282, beginning on line 24, strike 

‘‘and’’ and all that follows through line 25, 
and insert the following: 

(E) community development challenges; 
and 

(F) civics education; and 
On page 1286, beginning on line 21, strike 

‘‘and’’ and all that follows through line 23, 
and insert the following: 

(10) awarding grants to State and local 
governments under section 2538; and 

(11) entering into agreements with other 
Federal agencies to promote and assist the 
eligible organizations and activities. 

On page 1288, line 17, insert ‘‘(as defined in 
section 2106(b))’’ before the period at the end. 

On page 1293, line 2, insert ‘‘public librar-
ies,’’ after ‘‘municipalities,’’. 

SA 1224. Mr. REED submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1162, strike lines 7 through 11 and 
insert the following: 

(B) has been in the United States in a class 
of aliens authorized to accept employment in 
the United States for a continuous period of 
at least 10 years, not counting brief, casual, 
and innocent absences. 

Beginning on page 1164, strike line 23 and 
all that follows through page 1165, line 2, and 
insert the following: 

(f) ELIGIBILITY IN FISCAL YEARS AFTER FIS-
CAL YEAR 2028.—Beginning on October 1, 2028, 
aliens are not eligible for adjustment of sta-
tus under subsection (c)(3) unless they have 
been in a class of aliens authorized to accept 
employment in the United States for 20 
years before the date on which they file an 
application for such adjustment of status. 

SA 1225. Mr. RUBIO submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 992, strike ‘‘she’’ on line 12 and all 
that follows through line 22, and insert ‘‘she 
meets the requirements set forth in section 
312.’’. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4232 June 11, 2013 
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 

MEET 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on June 11, 2013, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD–215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Sex Trafficking and Exploitation in 
America: Child Welfare’s Role in Pre-
vention and Intervention.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
June 11, 2013, at 10 a.m., in room SH–216 
of the Hart Senate office building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on June 11, 2013, at 10:30 a.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Reducing Du-
plication and Improving Outcomes in 
Federal Information Technology.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on June 11, 2013, at 9:30 a.m., in 
room SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Nominations.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, on June 11, 2013, at 1:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 11, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND 
CAPABILITIES 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and 
Capabilities of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
June 11, 2013, at 6 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS, ATMOSPHERE, 
FISHERIES, AND THE COAST GUARD 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Oceans, Atmosphere, 
Fisheries, and the Coast Guard of the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
June 11, 2013, at 3 p.m. in room 253 of 
the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The Committee will hold a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘Deep Sea Challenge: Innova-
tive Partnerships in Ocean Observa-
tion.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Personnel of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services are author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 11, 2013, at 2 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
June 11, 2013, at 11 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Strategic Forces of the 
Committee on Armed Services be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on June 11, 2013, at 3:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Angela Shel-
don, a detailee in Senator HATCH’s of-
fice, be granted the privileges of the 
floor for the duration of the debate on 
S. 744. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, be-

fore I begin my remarks, I ask unani-
mous consent that Molly Groom, a 
detailee to the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee from the Department of Home-
land Security, be given floor privileges 
for the duration of the debate on S. 744. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AGRICULTURE REFORM, FOOD, 
AND JOBS ACT OF 2013 

On Monday, June 10, 2013, the Senate 
passed S. 954, as amended, as follows; 

S. 954 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act 
of 2013’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definition of Secretary. 

TITLE I—COMMODITY PROGRAMS 
Subtitle A—Repeals and Reforms 

Sec. 1101. Repeal of direct payments. 
Sec. 1102. Repeal of counter-cyclical pay-

ments. 
Sec. 1103. Repeal of average crop revenue 

election program. 
Sec. 1104. Definitions. 
Sec. 1105. Base acres. 
Sec. 1106. Payment yields. 
Sec. 1107. Availability of adverse market 

payments. 
Sec. 1108. Agriculture risk coverage. 
Sec. 1109. Producer agreement required as 

condition of provision of pay-
ments. 

Sec. 1110. Period of effectiveness. 
Subtitle B—Marketing Assistance Loans and 

Loan Deficiency Payments 
Sec. 1201. Availability of nonrecourse mar-

keting assistance loans for loan 
commodities. 

Sec. 1202. Loan rates for nonrecourse mar-
keting assistance loans. 

Sec. 1203. Term of loans. 
Sec. 1204. Repayment of loans. 
Sec. 1205. Loan deficiency payments. 
Sec. 1206. Payments in lieu of loan defi-

ciency payments for grazed 
acreage. 

Sec. 1207. Economic adjustment assistance 
to users of upland cotton. 

Sec. 1208. Special competitive provisions for 
extra long staple cotton. 

Sec. 1209. Availability of recourse loans for 
high moisture feed grains and 
seed cotton. 

Sec. 1210. Adjustments of loans. 
Subtitle C—Sugar 

Sec. 1301. Sugar program. 
Subtitle D—Dairy 

PART I—DAIRY PRODUCTION MARGIN PROTEC-
TION AND DAIRY MARKET STABILIZATION 
PROGRAMS 

Sec. 1401. Definitions. 
Sec. 1402. Calculation of average feed cost 

and actual dairy production 
margins. 

SUBPART A—DAIRY PRODUCTION MARGIN 
PROTECTION PROGRAM 

Sec. 1411. Establishment of dairy production 
margin protection program. 

Sec. 1412. Participation of dairy operations 
in production margin protec-
tion program. 

Sec. 1413. Production history of partici-
pating dairy operations. 

Sec. 1414. Basic production margin protec-
tion. 

Sec. 1415. Supplemental production margin 
protection. 

Sec. 1416. Effect of failure to pay adminis-
tration fees or premiums. 

SUBPART B—DAIRY MARKET STABILIZATION 
PROGRAM 

Sec. 1431. Establishment of dairy market 
stabilization program. 

Sec. 1432. Threshold for implementation and 
reduction in dairy payments. 

Sec. 1433. Milk marketings information. 
Sec. 1434. Calculation and collection of re-

duced dairy operation pay-
ments. 

Sec. 1435. Remitting funds to the Secretary 
and use of funds. 

Sec. 1436. Suspension of reduced payment re-
quirement. 

Sec. 1437. Enforcement. 
Sec. 1438. Audit requirements. 
Sec. 1439. Study; report. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4233 June 11, 2013 
SUBPART C—ADMINISTRATION 

Sec. 1451. Duration. 
Sec. 1452. Administration and enforcement. 

PART II—DAIRY MARKET TRANSPARENCY 
Sec. 1461. Dairy product mandatory report-

ing. 
Sec. 1462. Federal milk marketing order pro-

gram pre-hearing procedure for 
Class III pricing. 

PART III—REPEAL OR REAUTHORIZATION OF 
OTHER DAIRY-RELATED PROVISIONS 

Sec. 1471. Repeal of dairy product price sup-
port and milk income loss con-
tract programs. 

Sec. 1472. Repeal of dairy export incentive 
program. 

Sec. 1473. Extension of dairy forward pricing 
program. 

Sec. 1474. Extension of dairy indemnity pro-
gram. 

Sec. 1475. Extension of dairy promotion and 
research program. 

Sec. 1476. Extension of Federal Milk Mar-
keting Order Review Commis-
sion. 

PART IV—FEDERAL MILK MARKETING ORDER 
REFORM 

Sec. 1481. Federal milk marketing orders. 
PART V—EFFECTIVE DATE 

Sec. 1491. Effective date. 
Subtitle E—Supplemental Agricultural 

Disaster Assistance Programs 
Sec. 1501. Supplemental agricultural dis-

aster assistance programs. 
Subtitle F—Administration 

Sec. 1601. Administration generally. 
Sec. 1602. Suspension of permanent price 

support authority. 
Sec. 1603. Payment limitations. 
Sec. 1604. Payments limited to active farm-

ers. 
Sec. 1605. Adjusted gross income limitation. 
Sec. 1606. Geographically disadvantaged 

farmers and ranchers. 
Sec. 1607. Personal liability of producers for 

deficiencies. 
Sec. 1608. Prevention of deceased individuals 

receiving payments under farm 
commodity programs. 

Sec. 1609. Appeals. 
Sec. 1610. Technical corrections. 
Sec. 1611. Assignment of payments. 
Sec. 1612. Tracking of benefits. 
Sec. 1613. Signature authority. 
Sec. 1614. Implementation. 

TITLE II—CONSERVATION 
Subtitle A—Conservation Reserve Program 

Sec. 2001. Extension and enrollment require-
ments of conservation reserve 
program. 

Sec. 2002. Farmable wetland program. 
Sec. 2003. Duties of owners and operators. 
Sec. 2004. Duties of the Secretary. 
Sec. 2005. Payments. 
Sec. 2006. Contract requirements. 
Sec. 2007. Conversion of land subject to con-

tract to other conserving uses. 
Sec. 2008. Effective date. 

Subtitle B—Conservation Stewardship 
Program 

Sec. 2101. Conservation stewardship pro-
gram. 

Subtitle C—Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program 

Sec. 2201. Purposes. 
Sec. 2202. Definitions. 
Sec. 2203. Establishment and administra-

tion. 
Sec. 2204. Evaluation of applications. 
Sec. 2205. Duties of producers. 
Sec. 2206. Limitation on payments. 
Sec. 2207. Conservation innovation grants 

and payments. 
Sec. 2208. Effective date. 

Subtitle D—Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program 

Sec. 2301. Agricultural Conservation Ease-
ment Program. 

Subtitle E—Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program 

Sec. 2401. Regional Conservation Partner-
ship Program. 

Subtitle F—Other Conservation Programs 
Sec. 2501. Conservation of private grazing 

land. 
Sec. 2502. Grassroots source water protec-

tion program. 
Sec. 2503. Voluntary public access and habi-

tat incentive program. 
Sec. 2504. Agriculture conservation experi-

enced services program. 
Sec. 2505. Small watershed rehabilitation 

program. 
Sec. 2506. Emergency watershed protection 

program. 
Sec. 2507. Terminal lakes assistance. 
Sec. 2508. Study of potential improvements 

to the wetland mitigation proc-
ess. 

Sec. 2509. Soil and water resource conserva-
tion. 

Subtitle G—Funding and Administration 
Sec. 2601. Funding. 
Sec. 2602. Technical assistance. 
Sec. 2603. Regional equity. 
Sec. 2604. Reservation of funds to provide as-

sistance to certain farmers or 
ranchers for conservation ac-
cess. 

Sec. 2605. Annual report on program enroll-
ments and assistance. 

Sec. 2606. Administrative requirements for 
conservation programs. 

Sec. 2607. Rulemaking authority. 
Sec. 2608. Standards for State technical 

committees. 
Sec. 2609. Highly erodible land and wetland 

conservation for crop insur-
ance. 

Sec. 2610. Adjusted gross income limitation 
for conservation programs. 

Subtitle H—Repeal of Superseded Program 
Authorities and Transitional Provisions 

Sec. 2701. Comprehensive conservation en-
hancement program. 

Sec. 2702. Emergency forestry conservation 
reserve program. 

Sec. 2703. Wetlands reserve program. 
Sec. 2704. Farmland protection program and 

farm viability program. 
Sec. 2705. Grassland reserve program. 
Sec. 2706. Agricultural water enhancement 

program. 
Sec. 2707. Wildlife habitat incentive pro-

gram. 
Sec. 2708. Great Lakes basin program. 
Sec. 2709. Chesapeake Bay watershed pro-

gram. 
Sec. 2710. Cooperative conservation partner-

ship initiative. 
Sec. 2711. Environmental easement program. 
Sec. 2712. Technical amendments. 

TITLE III—TRADE 
Subtitle A—Food for Peace Act 

Sec. 3001. Set-aside for support for organiza-
tions through which non-
emergency assistance is pro-
vided. 

Sec. 3002. Food aid quality. 
Sec. 3003. Minimum levels of assistance. 
Sec. 3004. Reauthorization of Food Aid Con-

sultative Group. 
Sec. 3005. Oversight, monitoring, and eval-

uation of Food for Peace Act 
programs. 

Sec. 3006. Assistance for stockpiling and 
rapid transportation, delivery, 
and distribution of shelf-stable 
prepackaged foods. 

Sec. 3007. Limitation on total volume of 
commodities monetized. 

Sec. 3008. Flexibility. 
Sec. 3009. Procurement, transportation, 

testing, and storage of agricul-
tural commodities for 
prepositioning in the United 
States and foreign countries. 

Sec. 3010. Deadline for agreements to fi-
nance sales or to provide other 
assistance. 

Sec. 3011. Minimum level of nonemergency 
food assistance. 

Sec. 3012. Coordination of foreign assistance 
programs report. 

Sec. 3013. Micronutrient fortification pro-
grams. 

Sec. 3014. John Ogonowski and Doug Bereu-
ter Farmer-to-Farmer Pro-
gram. 

Sec. 3015. Prohibition on assistance for 
North Korea. 

Subtitle B—Agricultural Trade Act of 1978 
Sec. 3101. Export credit guarantee programs. 
Sec. 3102. Funding for market access pro-

gram. 
Sec. 3103. Foreign market development co-

operator program. 
Subtitle C—Other Agricultural Trade Laws 

Sec. 3201. Food for Progress Act of 1985. 
Sec. 3202. Bill Emerson Humanitarian Trust. 
Sec. 3203. Promotion of agricultural exports 

to emerging markets. 
Sec. 3204. McGovern-Dole International 

Food for Education and Child 
Nutrition Program. 

Sec. 3205. Technical assistance for specialty 
crops. 

Sec. 3206. Global Crop Diversity Trust. 
Sec. 3207. Local and regional food aid pro-

curement projects. 
Sec. 3208. Donald Payne Horn of Africa food 

resilience program. 
Sec. 3209. Under Secretary of Agriculture for 

Trade and Foreign Agricultural 
Affairs. 

TITLE IV—NUTRITION 
Subtitle A—Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program 
Sec. 4001. Access to Grocery Delivery for 

Homebound Seniors and Indi-
viduals with Disabilities eligi-
ble for supplemental nutrition 
assistance benefits. 

Sec. 4002. Food distribution program on In-
dian reservations. 

Sec. 4003. Standard utility allowances based 
on the receipt of energy assist-
ance payments. 

Sec. 4004. Eligibility disqualifications. 
Sec. 4005. Ending supplemental nutrition as-

sistance program benefits for 
lottery or gambling winners. 

Sec. 4006. Retail food stores. 
Sec. 4007. Improving security of food assist-

ance. 
Sec. 4008. Technology modernization for re-

tail food stores. 
Sec. 4009. Use of benefits for purchase of 

community-supported agri-
culture share. 

Sec. 4010. Restaurant meals program. 
Sec. 4011. Quality control standards. 
Sec. 4012. Performance bonus payments. 
Sec. 4013. Funding of employment and train-

ing programs. 
Sec. 4014. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 4015 Assistance for community food 

projects. 
Sec. 4016. Emergency food assistance. 
Sec. 4017. Nutrition education. 
Sec. 4018. Retail food store and recipient 

trafficking. 
Sec. 4019. Technical and conforming amend-

ments. 
Sec. 4020. Eligibility disqualifications for 

certain convicted felons. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4234 June 11, 2013 
Subtitle B—Commodity Distribution 

Programs 
Sec. 4101. Commodity distribution program. 
Sec. 4102. Commodity supplemental food 

program. 
Sec. 4103. Distribution of surplus commod-

ities to special nutrition 
projects. 

Sec. 4104. Processing of commodities. 
Subtitle C—Miscellaneous 

Sec. 4201. Purchase of fresh fruits and vege-
tables for distribution to 
schools and service institu-
tions. 

Sec. 4202. Seniors farmers’ market nutrition 
program. 

Sec. 4203. Nutrition information and aware-
ness pilot program. 

Sec. 4204. Hunger-free communities. 
Sec. 4205. Healthy Food Financing Initia-

tive. 
Sec. 4206. Pulse crop products. 
Sec. 4207. Dietary Guidelines for Americans. 
Sec. 4208. Purchases of locally produced 

foods. 
Sec. 4209. Multiagency task force. 
Sec. 4210. Food and Agriculture Service 

Learning Program. 
TITLE V—CREDIT 

Subtitle A—Farmer Loans, Servicing, and 
Other Assistance Under the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act 

Sec. 5001. Farmer loans, servicing, and other 
assistance under the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act. 

Subtitle B—Miscellaneous 
Sec. 5101. State agricultural mediation pro-

grams. 
Sec. 5102. Loans to purchasers of highly 

fractionated land. 
Sec. 5103. Removal of duplicative appraisals. 
Sec. 5104. Compensation disclosure by Farm 

Credit System institutions. 

TITLE VI—RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Subtitle A—Reorganization of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act 

Sec. 6001. Reorganization of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act. 

Sec. 6002. Conforming amendments. 

Subtitle B—Rural Electrification 

Sec. 6101. Definition of rural area. 
Sec. 6102. Guarantees for bonds and notes 

issued for electrification or 
telephone purposes. 

Sec. 6103. Expansion of 911 access. 
Sec. 6104. Access to broadband telecommuni-

cations services in rural areas. 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous 

Sec. 6201. Distance learning and telemedi-
cine. 

Sec. 6202. Definition of rural area for pur-
poses of the Housing Act of 
1949. 

Sec. 6203. Rural energy savings program. 
Sec. 6204. Funding of pending rural develop-

ment loan and grant applica-
tions. 

Sec. 6205. Study of rural transportation 
issues. 

Sec. 6206. Agricultural transportation pol-
icy. 

Sec. 6207. Value-added agricultural market 
development program grants. 

TITLE VII—RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND 
RELATED MATTERS 

Subtitle A—National Agricultural Research, 
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 

Sec. 7101. National Agricultural Research, 
Extension, Education, and Eco-
nomics Advisory Board. 

Sec. 7102. Specialty crop committee. 

Sec. 7103. Veterinary services grant pro-
gram. 

Sec. 7104. Grants and fellowships for food 
and agriculture sciences edu-
cation. 

Sec. 7105. Agricultural and food policy re-
search centers. 

Sec. 7106. Education grants to Alaska Native 
serving institutions and Native 
Hawaiian serving institutions. 

Sec. 7107. Nutrition education program. 
Sec. 7108. Continuing animal health and dis-

ease research programs. 
Sec. 7109. Grants to upgrade agricultural 

and food sciences facilities at 
1890 land-grant colleges, includ-
ing Tuskegee University. 

Sec. 7110. Grants to upgrade agricultural 
and food sciences facilities and 
equipment at insular area land- 
grant institutions. 

Sec. 7111. Hispanic-serving institutions. 
Sec. 7112. Competitive grants for inter-

national agricultural science 
and education programs. 

Sec. 7113. University research. 
Sec. 7114. Extension service. 
Sec. 7115. Supplemental and alternative 

crops. 
Sec. 7116. Capacity building grants for 

NLGCA institutions. 
Sec. 7117. Aquaculture assistance programs. 
Sec. 7118. Rangeland research programs. 
Sec. 7119. Special authorization for biosecu-

rity planning and response. 
Sec. 7120. Distance education and resident 

instruction grants program for 
insular area institutions of 
higher education. 

Subtitle B—Food, Agriculture, Conservation, 
and Trade Act of 1990 

Sec. 7201. Best utilization of biological ap-
plications. 

Sec. 7202. Integrated management systems. 
Sec. 7203. Sustainable agriculture tech-

nology development and trans-
fer program. 

Sec. 7204. National Training Program. 
Sec. 7205. National Genetics Resources Pro-

gram. 
Sec. 7206. National Agricultural Weather In-

formation System. 
Sec. 7207. Agricultural Genome Initiative. 
Sec. 7208. High-priority research and exten-

sion initiatives. 
Sec. 7209. Organic agriculture research and 

extension initiative. 
Sec. 7210. Farm business management. 
Sec. 7211. Regional centers of excellence. 
Sec. 7212. Assistive technology program for 

farmers with disabilities. 
Sec. 7213. National rural information center 

clearinghouse. 
Subtitle C—Agricultural Research, 

Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 
Sec. 7301. Relevance and merit of agricul-

tural research, extension, and 
education funded by the De-
partment. 

Sec. 7302. Integrated research, education, 
and extension competitive 
grants program. 

Sec. 7303. Support for research regarding 
diseases of wheat, triticale, and 
barley caused by Fusarium 
graminearum or by Tilletia 
indica. 

Sec. 7304. Grants for youth organizations. 
Sec. 7305. Specialty crop research initiative. 
Sec. 7306. Food animal residue avoidance 

database program. 
Sec. 7307. Office of pest management policy. 
Sec. 7308. Authorization of regional inte-

grated pest management cen-
ters. 

Subtitle D—Other Laws 
Sec. 7401. Critical Agricultural Materials 

Act. 

Sec. 7402. Equity in Educational Land-Grant 
Status Act of 1994. 

Sec. 7403. Research Facilities Act. 
Sec. 7404. Competitive, Special, and Facili-

ties Research Grant Act. 
Sec. 7405. Enhanced use lease authority pilot 

program under Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act 
of 1994. 

Sec. 7406. Renewable Resources Extension 
Act of 1978. 

Sec. 7407. National Aquaculture Act of 1980. 
Sec. 7408. Beginning farmer and rancher de-

velopment program under Farm 
Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002. 

Subtitle E—Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008 

PART I—AGRICULTURAL SECURITY 
Sec. 7501. Agricultural biosecurity commu-

nication center. 
Sec. 7502. Assistance to build local capacity 

in agricultural biosecurity 
planning, preparation, and re-
sponse. 

Sec. 7503. Research and development of agri-
cultural countermeasures. 

Sec. 7504. Agricultural biosecurity grant 
program. 

PART II—MISCELLANEOUS 
Sec. 7511. Grazinglands research laboratory. 
Sec. 7512. Budget submission and funding. 
Sec. 7513. Natural products research pro-

gram. 
Sec. 7514. Sun grant program. 

Subtitle F—Miscellaneous 
Sec. 7601. Foundation for Food and Agri-

culture Research. 
Sec. 7602. Agricultural and food law re-

search, legal tools, and infor-
mation. 

TITLE VIII—FORESTRY 
Subtitle A—Repeal of Certain Forestry 

Programs 
Sec. 8001. Forest land enhancement pro-

gram. 
Sec. 8002. Hispanic-serving institution agri-

cultural land national re-
sources leadership program. 

Sec. 8003. Tribal watershed forestry assist-
ance program. 

Subtitle B—Reauthorization of Cooperative 
Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 Programs 

Sec. 8101. State-wide assessment and strate-
gies for forest resources. 

Subtitle C—Reauthorization of Other 
Forestry-Related Laws 

Sec. 8201. Rural revitalization technologies. 
Sec. 8202. Office of International Forestry. 
Sec. 8203. Insect and disease infestation. 
Sec. 8204. Stewardship end result con-

tracting projects. 
Sec. 8205. Healthy forests reserve program. 

Subtitle D—Miscellaneous Provisions 
Sec. 8301. McIntire-Stennis Cooperative For-

estry Act. 
Sec. 8302. Revision of strategic plan for for-

est inventory and analysis. 
Sec. 8303. Reimbursement of fire funds. 

TITLE IX—ENERGY 
Sec. 9001. Definitions. 
Sec. 9002. Biobased markets program. 
Sec. 9003. Biorefinery, renewable chemical, 

and biobased product manufac-
turing assistance. 

Sec. 9004. Bioenergy program for advanced 
biofuels. 

Sec. 9005. Biodiesel fuel education program. 
Sec. 9006. Rural Energy for America Pro-

gram. 
Sec. 9007. Biomass research and develop-

ment. 
Sec. 9008. Feedstock flexibility program for 

bioenergy producers. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00166 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0655 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4235 June 11, 2013 
Sec. 9009. Biomass Crop Assistance Program. 
Sec. 9010. Repeal of forest biomass for en-

ergy. 
Sec. 9011. Community wood energy program. 
Sec. 9012. Repeal of renewable fertilizer 

study. 
TITLE X—HORTICULTURE 

Sec. 10001. Specialty crops market news al-
location. 

Sec. 10002. Repeal of grant program to im-
prove movement of specialty 
crops. 

Sec. 10003. Farmers market and local food 
promotion program. 

Sec. 10004. Study on local food production 
and program evaluation. 

Sec. 10005. Organic agriculture. 
Sec. 10006. Food safety education initiatives. 
Sec. 10007. Coordinated plant management 

program. 
Sec. 10008. Specialty crop block grants. 
Sec. 10009. Recordkeeping, investigations, 

and enforcement. 
Sec. 10010. Report on honey. 
Sec. 10011. Removal of AMS inspection au-

thority over apples in bulk 
bins. 

Sec. 10012. Organic product promotion or-
ders. 

Sec. 10013. Effective date. 
TITLE XI—CROP INSURANCE 

Sec. 11001. Supplemental coverage option. 
Sec. 11002. Crop margin coverage option. 
Sec. 11003. Premium amounts for cata-

strophic risk protection. 
Sec. 11004. Permanent enterprise unit. 
Sec. 11005. Enterprise units for irrigated and 

nonirrigated crops. 
Sec. 11006. Data collection. 
Sec. 11007. Adjustment in actual production 

history to establish insurable 
yields. 

Sec. 11008. Submission and review of poli-
cies. 

Sec. 11009. Board review and approval. 
Sec. 11010. Consultation. 
Sec. 11011. Budget limitations on renegoti-

ation of the Standard Reinsur-
ance Agreement. 

Sec. 11012. Test weight for corn. 
Sec. 11013. Stacked Income Protection Plan 

for producers of upland cotton. 
Sec. 11014. Peanut revenue crop insurance. 
Sec. 11015. Authority to correct errors. 
Sec. 11016. Implementation. 
Sec. 11017. Crop insurance fraud. 
Sec. 11018. Approval of costs for research 

and development. 
Sec. 11019. Whole farm risk management in-

surance. 
Sec. 11020. Study of food safety insurance. 
Sec. 11021. Crop insurance for livestock. 
Sec. 11022. Margin coverage for catfish. 
Sec. 11023. Poultry business disruption in-

surance policy. 
Sec. 11024. Study of crop insurance for sea-

food harvesters. 
Sec. 11025. Biomass and sweet sorghum en-

ergy crop insurance policies. 
Sec. 11026. Alfalfa crop insurance policy. 
Sec. 11027. Crop insurance for organic crops. 
Sec. 11028. Research and development. 
Sec. 11029. Pilot programs. 
Sec. 11030. Index-based weather insurance 

pilot program. 
Sec. 11031. Enhancing producer self-help 

through farm financial 
benchmarking. 

Sec. 11032. Beginning farmer and rancher 
provisions. 

Sec. 11033. Limitation on premium subsidy 
based on average adjusted gross 
income. 

Sec. 11034. Agricultural management assist-
ance, risk management edu-
cation, and organic certifi-
cation cost share assistance. 

Sec. 11035. Crop production on native sod. 
Sec. 11036. Technical amendments. 
Sec. 11037. Greater accessibility for crop in-

surance. 
Sec. 11038. GAO crop insurance fraud report. 

TITLE XII—MISCELLANEOUS 
Subtitle A—Socially Disadvantaged 

Producers and Limited Resource Producers 
Sec. 12001. Outreach and assistance for so-

cially disadvantaged farmers 
and ranchers and veteran farm-
ers and ranchers. 

Sec. 12002. Socially disadvantaged farmers 
and ranchers policy research 
center. 

Sec. 12003. Office of Advocacy and Outreach. 
Subtitle B—Livestock 

Sec. 12101. Wildlife reservoir zoonotic dis-
ease initiative. 

Sec. 12102. Trichinae certification program. 
Sec. 12103. National Aquatic Animal Health 

Plan. 
Sec. 12104. Sheep production and marketing 

grant program. 
Sec. 12105. Feral swine eradication pilot pro-

gram. 
Sec. 12106. National animal health labora-

tory network. 
Sec. 12107. National poultry improvement 

plan (NPIP). 
Subtitle C—Other Miscellaneous Provisions 

Sec. 12201. Military Veterans Agricultural 
Liaison. 

Sec. 12202. Information gathering. 
Sec. 12203. Grants to improve supply, sta-

bility, safety, and training of 
agricultural labor force. 

Sec. 12204. Noninsured crop assistance pro-
gram. 

Sec. 12205. Bioenergy coverage in noninsured 
crop assistance program. 

Sec. 12206. Regional economic and infra-
structure development. 

Sec. 12207. Office of Tribal Relations. 
Sec. 12208. Acer access and development pro-

gram. 
Sec. 12209. Prohibition on attending an ani-

mal fight or causing a minor to 
attend an animal fight; enforce-
ment of animal fighting provi-
sions. 

Sec. 12210. Pima cotton trust fund. 
Sec. 12211. Agriculture wool apparel manu-

facturers trust fund. 
Sec. 12212. Citrus disease research and devel-

opment trust fund. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF SECRETARY. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 
the Secretary of Agriculture. 

TITLE I—COMMODITY PROGRAMS 
Subtitle A—Repeals and Reforms 

SEC. 1101. REPEAL OF DIRECT PAYMENTS. 
(a) REPEAL.—Sections 1103 and 1303 of the 

Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
(7 U.S.C. 8713, 8753) are repealed. 

(b) CONTINUED APPLICATION FOR 2013 CROP 
YEAR.—Sections 1103 and 1303 of the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 8713, 8753), as in effect on the day be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act, shall 
continue to apply through the 2013 crop year 
with respect to all covered commodities (as 
defined in section 1001 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 
8702)) (except pulse crops) and peanuts on a 
farm. 
SEC. 1102. REPEAL OF COUNTER-CYCLICAL PAY-

MENTS. 
(a) REPEAL.—Sections 1104 and 1304 of the 

Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
(7 U.S.C. 8714, 8754) are repealed. 

(b) CONTINUED APPLICATION FOR 2013 CROP 
YEAR.—Sections 1104 and 1304 of the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 8714, 8754), as in effect on the day be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act, shall 

continue to apply through the 2013 crop year 
with respect to all covered commodities (as 
defined in section 1001 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 
8702)) and peanuts on a farm. 
SEC. 1103. REPEAL OF AVERAGE CROP REVENUE 

ELECTION PROGRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 1105 of the Food, Con-

servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
8715) is repealed. 

(b) CONTINUED APPLICATION FOR 2013 CROP 
YEAR.—Section 1105 of the Food, Conserva-
tion, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8715), 
as in effect on the day before the date of en-
actment of this Act, shall continue to apply 
through the 2013 crop year with respect to all 
covered commodities (as defined in section 
1001 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 8702)) and peanuts 
on a farm for which the irrevocable election 
under section 1105 of that Act is made before 
the date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 1104. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle, subtitle B, and subtitle F: 
(1) ACTUAL CROP REVENUE.—The term ‘‘ac-

tual crop revenue’’, with respect to a covered 
commodity for a crop year, means the 
amount determined by the Secretary under 
section 1108(c)(3). 

(2) ADVERSE MARKET PAYMENT.—The term 
‘‘adverse market payment’’ means a pay-
ment made to producers on a farm under sec-
tion 1107. 

(3) AGRICULTURE RISK COVERAGE GUAR-
ANTEE.—The term ‘‘agriculture risk coverage 
guarantee’’, with respect to a covered com-
modity for a crop year, means the amount 
determined by the Secretary under section 
1108(c)(4). 

(4) AGRICULTURE RISK COVERAGE PAYMENT.— 
The term ‘‘agriculture risk coverage pay-
ment’’ means a payment under section 
1108(c). 

(5) AVERAGE INDIVIDUAL YIELD.—The term 
‘‘average individual yield’’ means the yield 
reported by a producer for purposes of sub-
title A of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 
U.S.C. 1501 et seq.), to the maximum extent 
practicable. 

(6) BASE ACRES.—The term ‘‘base acres’’, 
with respect to a covered commodity on a 
farm, means the number of acres established 
under section 1101 or 1302 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 7911, 7952) as in effect on the date of 
enactment of this Act, subject to any adjust-
ment under section 1105 of this Act. 

(7) COUNTY COVERAGE.—For the purposes of 
agriculture risk coverage under section 1108, 
the term ‘‘county coverage’’ means coverage 
determined using the total quantity of all 
acreage in a county of the covered com-
modity that is planted or prevented from 
being planted for harvest by a producer with 
the yield determined by the average county 
yield described in subsection (c) of that sec-
tion. 

(8) COVERED COMMODITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘covered com-

modity’’ means wheat, corn, grain sorghum, 
barley, oats, long grain rice, medium grain 
rice, pulse crops, soybeans, other oilseeds, 
and peanuts. 

(B) POPCORN.—The Secretary— 
(i) shall study the feasibility of including 

popcorn as a covered commodity by 2014; and 
(ii) if the Secretary determines it to be fea-

sible, shall designate popcorn as a covered 
commodity. 

(9) ELIGIBLE ACRES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraphs (B) through (D), the term ‘‘el-
igible acres’’ means all acres planted or pre-
vented from being planted to all covered 
commodities on a farm in any crop year. 

(B) MAXIMUM.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (C), the total quantity of eligible 
acres on a farm determined under subpara-
graph (A) shall not exceed the average total 
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acres planted or prevented from being plant-
ed to covered commodities and upland cot-
ton on the farm for the 2009 through 2012 
crop years, as determined by the Secretary. 

(C) ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide for an adjustment, as appropriate, in 
the eligible acres for covered commodities 
for a farm if any of the following cir-
cumstances occurs: 

(i) If a conservation reserve contract for a 
farm in a county entered into under section 
1231 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3831) expires or is voluntarily termi-
nated or cropland is released from coverage 
under a conservation reserve contract, the 
Secretary shall provide for an adjustment, as 
appropriate, in the eligible acres for the 
farm to a total quantity that is the higher 
of— 

(I) the total base acreage for the farm, less 
any upland cotton base acreage, that was 
suspended during the conservation reserve 
contract; or 

(II) the product obtained by multiplying— 
(aa) the average proportion that— 
(AA) the total number of acres planted to 

covered commodities and upland cotton in 
the county for crop years 2009 through 2012; 
bears to 

(BB) the total number of all acres of cov-
ered commodities, grassland, and upland cot-
ton acres in the county for the same crop 
years; by 

(bb) the total acres for which coverage has 
expired, voluntarily terminated, or been re-
leased under the conservation reserve con-
tract. 

(ii) The producer has eligible oilseed acre-
age as the result of the Secretary desig-
nating additional oilseeds, which shall be de-
termined in the same manner as eligible oil-
seed acreage under section 1101(a)(1)(D) of 
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 8711(a)(1)(D)). 

(iii) The producer has any acreage not 
cropped during the 2009 through 2012 crop 
years, but placed into an established rota-
tion practice for the purposes of enriching 
land or conserving moisture for subsequent 
crop years, including summer fallow, as de-
termined by the Secretary. 

(D) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘eligible acres’’ 
does not include any crop subsequently 
planted during the same crop year on the 
same land for which the first crop is eligible 
for payments under this subtitle, unless the 
crop was planted in an area approved for 
double cropping, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(10) EXTRA LONG STAPLE COTTON.—The term 
‘‘extra long staple cotton’’ means cotton 
that— 

(A) is produced from pure strain varieties 
of the Barbadense species or any hybrid of 
the species, or other similar types of extra 
long staple cotton, designated by the Sec-
retary, having characteristics needed for 
various end uses for which United States up-
land cotton is not suitable and grown in irri-
gated cotton-growing regions of the United 
States designated by the Secretary or other 
areas designated by the Secretary as suitable 
for the production of the varieties or types; 
and 

(B) is ginned on a roller-type gin or, if au-
thorized by the Secretary, ginned on another 
type gin for experimental purposes. 

(11) INDIVIDUAL COVERAGE.—For purposes of 
agriculture risk coverage under section 1108, 
the term ‘‘individual coverage’’ means cov-
erage determined using the total quantity of 
all acreage in a county of the covered com-
modity that is planted or prevented from 
being planted for harvest by a producer with 
the yield determined by the average indi-
vidual yield of the producer described in sub-
section (c) of that section. 

(12) MEDIUM GRAIN RICE.—The term ‘‘me-
dium grain rice’’ includes short grain rice. 

(13) OTHER OILSEED.—The term ‘‘other oil-
seed’’ means a crop of sunflower seed, 
rapeseed, canola, safflower, flaxseed, mus-
tard seed, crambe, sesame seed, or any oil-
seed designated by the Secretary. 

(14) PAYMENT ACRES.—The term ‘‘payment 
acres’’ means, in the case of adverse market 
payments, 85 percent of the base acres for a 
covered commodity on a farm on which ad-
verse market payments are made. 

(15) PAYMENT YIELD.—The term ‘‘payment 
yield’’ means the yield established for ad-
verse market payments under section 1102 or 
1302 of the Farm Security and Rural Invest-
ment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7912, 7952) as in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act, or 
under section 1106 of this Act, for a farm for 
a covered commodity. 

(16) PRODUCER.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘producer’’ 

means an owner, operator, landlord, tenant, 
or sharecropper that shares in the risk of 
producing a crop and is entitled to share in 
the crop available for marketing from the 
farm, or would have shared had the crop been 
produced. 

(B) HYBRID SEED.—In determining whether 
a grower of hybrid seed is a producer, the 
Secretary shall— 

(i) not take into consideration the exist-
ence of a hybrid seed contract; and 

(ii) ensure that program requirements do 
not adversely affect the ability of the grower 
to receive a payment under this title. 

(17) PULSE CROP.—The term ‘‘pulse crop’’ 
means dry peas, lentils, small chickpeas, and 
large chickpeas. 

(18) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means— 
(A) a State; 
(B) the District of Columbia; 
(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; and 
(D) any other territory or possession of the 

United States. 
(19) REFERENCE PRICE.—The term ‘‘ref-

erence price’’ means the price per bushel, 
pound, or hundredweight (or other appro-
priate unit) of a covered commodity used to 
determine the payment rate for adverse mar-
ket payments. 

(20) TRANSITIONAL YIELD.—The term ‘‘tran-
sitional yield’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 502(b) of the Federal Crop In-
surance Act (7 U.S.C. 1502(b)). 

(21) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘‘United 
States’’, when used in a geographical sense, 
means all of the States. 

(22) UNITED STATES PREMIUM FACTOR.—The 
term ‘‘United States Premium Factor’’ 
means the percentage by which the dif-
ference in the United States loan schedule 
premiums for Strict Middling (SM) 11⁄8-inch 
upland cotton and for Middling (M) 13⁄32-inch 
upland cotton exceeds the difference in the 
applicable premiums for comparable inter-
national qualities. 
SEC. 1105. BASE ACRES. 

(a) ADJUSTMENT OF BASE ACRES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide for an adjustment, as appropriate, in 
the base acres for covered commodities for a 
farm whenever any of the following cir-
cumstances occurs: 

(A) A conservation reserve contract en-
tered into under section 1231 of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831) with re-
spect to the farm expires or is voluntarily 
terminated, or was terminated or expired 
during the period beginning on October 1, 
2012, and ending on the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

(B) Cropland is released from coverage 
under a conservation reserve contract by the 
Secretary, or was released during the period 
beginning on October 1, 2012, and ending on 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

(C) The producer has eligible pulse crop 
acreage, which shall be determined in the 
same manner as eligible oilseed acreage 
under section 1101(a)(2) of the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
7911(a)(2)). 

(D) The producer has eligible oilseed acre-
age as the result of the Secretary desig-
nating additional oilseeds, which shall be de-
termined in the same manner as eligible oil-
seed acreage under section 1101(a)(2) of the 
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 
2002 (7 U.S.C. 7911(a)(2)). 

(2) SPECIAL CONSERVATION RESERVE ACRE-
AGE PAYMENT RULES.—For the crop year in 
which a base acres adjustment under sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1) is first 
made, the producer on the farm shall elect to 
receive either adverse market payments 
with respect to the acreage added to the 
farm under this subsection or a prorated 
payment under the conservation reserve con-
tract, but not both. 

(3) OPTIONAL ADJUSTMENT.— 
(A) ELECTION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of making 

adverse market payments, the Secretary 
shall give a producer on a farm a 1-time op-
portunity to adjust the peanut base acres on 
the farm. 

(ii) NOTICE.—As soon as practicable after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall provide notice of the election 
described in clause (i) to producers on farms 
with peanut base acres, including— 

(I) the manner in which the election is to 
be transmitted to the Secretary; 

(II) a deadline for transmission; and 
(III) notification that the election is a 1- 

time opportunity. 
(iii) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO MAKE ELEC-

TION.—If the producer on a farm fails to no-
tify the Secretary of an election by the dead-
line described in clause (ii), the producer 
shall be considered to have not elected to up-
date the peanut base acres on the farm. 

(B) CALCULATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—If the producer on a farm 

makes the election described in subpara-
graph (A), the base acres for peanuts on the 
farm established pursuant to section 1302 of 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7952) shall be equal to 
the average acreage planted on the farm to 
peanuts for harvest or similar purposes for 
the 2009 through 2012 crop years, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

(ii) INCLUSIONS.—In making the calculation 
described in clause (i), the Secretary shall 
include— 

(I) any acreage on the farm that the pro-
ducer was prevented from planting to pea-
nuts during the 2009 through 2012 crop years 
because of drought, flood, or other natural 
disaster, or other condition beyond the con-
trol of the producer; 

(II) any crop year in which peanuts were 
not planted on the farm; and 

(III) any adjustment, as appropriate, when-
ever either of the following occurs: 

(aa) A conservation reserve contract en-
tered into under section 1231 of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831) with re-
spect to the peanut base acres on the farm 
expires or is voluntarily terminated. 

(bb) Peanut cropland is released from cov-
erage under a conservation reserve contract 
by the Secretary. 

(C) LIMIT.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—If the producer on a farm 

makes the election described in subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary shall ensure that 
the adjustment does not result in a net in-
crease in the total base acres for the farm 
(including the upland cotton base acres de-
scribed in subsection (e)). 
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(ii) REDUCTION REQUIRED.—If the adjust-

ment in base acres made pursuant to an elec-
tion described in subparagraph (A) results in 
a net increase in the total base acres of all 
covered commodities and upland cotton on 
the farm, the Secretary shall reduce the base 
acres on the farm for all covered commod-
ities (other than peanuts) and upland cotton 
proportionately, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(b) PREVENTION OF EXCESS BASE ACRES.— 
(1) REQUIRED REDUCTION.—If the sum of the 

base acres for a farm, together with the acre-
age described in paragraph (2), exceeds the 
actual cropland acreage of the farm, the Sec-
retary shall reduce the base acres for 1 or 
more covered commodities for the farm so 
that the sum of the base acres and acreage 
described in paragraph (2) does not exceed 
the actual cropland acreage of the farm. 

(2) OTHER ACREAGE.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Any acreage on the farm enrolled in 
the conservation reserve program or agricul-
tural conservation easement program under 
subchapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle D and 
subtitle H, respectively, of title XII of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831 et 
seq.). 

(B) Any other acreage on the farm enrolled 
in a Federal conservation program for which 
payments are made in exchange for not pro-
ducing an agricultural commodity on the 
acreage. 

(C) Any eligible pulse crop acreage, which 
shall be determined in the same manner as 
eligible oilseed acreage under section 
1101(a)(2) of the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7911(a)(2)). 

(D) If the Secretary designates additional 
oilseeds, any eligible oilseed acreage, which 
shall be determined in the same manner as 
eligible oilseed acreage under section 
1101(a)(2) of the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7911(a)(2)). 

(3) SELECTION OF ACRES.—The Secretary 
shall give the producer on the farm the op-
portunity to select the base acres for a cov-
ered commodity for the farm against which 
the reduction required by paragraph (1) will 
be made. 

(4) EXCEPTION FOR DOUBLE-CROPPED ACRE-
AGE.—In applying paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall make an exception in the case of 
double cropping, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(c) REDUCTION IN BASE ACRES.— 
(1) REDUCTION AT OPTION OF PRODUCER.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The producer on a farm 

may reduce, at any time, the base acres for 
any covered commodity for the farm. 

(B) EFFECT OF REDUCTION.—A reduction 
under subparagraph (A) shall be permanent 
and made in a manner prescribed by the Sec-
retary. 

(2) REQUIRED ACTION BY SECRETARY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

portionately reduce base acres on a farm for 
covered commodities for land that has been 
subdivided and developed for multiple resi-
dential units or other nonfarming uses if the 
size of the tracts and the density of the sub-
division is such that the land is unlikely to 
return to the previous agricultural use, un-
less the producers on the farm demonstrate 
that the land— 

(i) remains devoted to commercial agricul-
tural production; or 

(ii) is likely to be returned to the previous 
agricultural use. 

(B) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish procedures to identify land described 
in subparagraph (A). 

(3) REVIEW AND REPORT.—Each year, to en-
sure, to the maximum extent practicable, 
that payments are received only by pro-
ducers, the Secretary shall submit to Con-

gress a report that describes the results of 
the actions taken under paragraph (2). 

(d) TREATMENT OF FARMS WITH LIMITED 
BASE ACRES.— 

(1) PROHIBITION ON PAYMENTS.—Except as 
provided in paragraph (2) and notwith-
standing any other provision of this title, a 
producer on a farm may not receive adverse 
market payments if the sum of the base 
acres of the farm is 10 acres or less, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to a farm owned or operated by— 

(A) a socially disadvantaged farmer (as de-
fined in section 3002 of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act); or 

(B) a limited resource farmer or rancher, 
as defined by the Secretary. 

(3) DATA COLLECTION AND PUBLICATION.— 
The Secretary shall— 

(A) collect and publish segregated data and 
survey information about farm profiles, uti-
lization of land, and crop production; and 

(B) perform an evaluation on the supply 
and price of fruits and vegetables based on 
the effects of suspension of base acres under 
this section. 

(e) TREATMENT OF FARMS WITH UPLAND 
COTTON BASE ACRES.—The Secretary shall 
maintain a record of farms with upland cot-
ton base acres in effect on the day before the 
date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 1106. PAYMENT YIELDS. 

(a) DESIGNATED OILSEED OR ELIGIBLE PULSE 
CROP.— 

(1) ADJUSTMENT.—For the purpose of mak-
ing adverse market payments under this sub-
title, the Secretary shall provide for the es-
tablishment of a yield for each farm for any 
designated oilseed or eligible pulse crop for 
which a payment yield was not established 
under section 1102 of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7912) 
in accordance with this section. 

(2) PAYMENT YIELDS FOR DESIGNATED OIL-
SEEDS AND ELIGIBLE PULSE CROPS.— 

(A) DETERMINATION OF AVERAGE YIELD.—In 
the case of designated oilseeds and eligible 
pulse crops, the Secretary shall determine 
the average yield per planted acre for the 
designated oilseed or pulse crop on a farm for 
the 1998 through 2001 crop years, excluding 
any crop year in which the acreage planted 
to the designated oilseed or pulse crop was 
zero. 

(B) ADJUSTMENT FOR PAYMENT YIELD.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The payment yield for a 

farm for a designated oilseed or eligible 
pulse crop shall be equal to the product of 
the following: 

(I) The average yield for the designated oil-
seed or pulse crop determined under subpara-
graph (A). 

(II) The ratio resulting from dividing the 
national average yield for the designated oil-
seed or pulse crop for the 1981 through 1985 
crops by the national average yield for the 
designated oilseed or pulse crop for the 1998 
through 2001 crops. 

(ii) NO NATIONAL AVERAGE YIELD INFORMA-
TION AVAILABLE.—To the extent that na-
tional average yield information for a des-
ignated oilseed or pulse crop is not available, 
the Secretary shall use such information as 
the Secretary determines to be fair and equi-
table to establish a national average yield 
under this section. 

(C) USE OF PARTIAL COUNTY AVERAGE 
YIELD.—If the yield per planted acre for a 
crop of a designated oilseed or pulse crop for 
a farm for any of the 1998 through 2001 crop 
years was less than 75 percent of the county 
yield for that designated oilseed or pulse 
crop, the Secretary shall assign a yield for 
that crop year equal to 75 percent of the 
county yield for the purpose of determining 
the average under subparagraph (A). 

(D) NO HISTORIC YIELD DATA AVAILABLE.—In 
the case of establishing yields for designated 
oilseeds and eligible pulse crops, if historic 
yield data is not available, the Secretary 
shall use the ratio for dry peas calculated 
under subparagraph (B)(i)(II) in determining 
the yields for designated oilseeds and eligible 
pulse crops, as determined to be fair and eq-
uitable by the Secretary. 

(b) RICE.— 
(1) ADJUSTMENT.—For the purpose of mak-

ing adverse market payments under this sub-
title, the Secretary shall give a producer on 
a farm a 1-time opportunity to adjust the 
payment yield for base acres of rice on the 
farm that was established under section 1102 
of the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7912). 

(2) ELECTION.— 
(A) NOTICE.—As soon as practicable after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall provide notice of the election 
described in paragraph (1) to producers on 
farms with rice base acres, including— 

(i) the manner in which the election is to 
be transmitted to the Secretary; 

(ii) a deadline for transmission; and 
(iii) notification that the election is a 1- 

time opportunity. 
(B) EFFECT OF FAILURE TO MAKE ELECTION.— 

If the producer on a farm fails to notify the 
Secretary of an election by the deadline de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), the producer 
shall be considered to have not elected to up-
date the payment yields for base acres of rice 
on the farm. 

(3) CALCULATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If the producer on a farm 

makes the election described in paragraph 
(2), the Secretary shall adjust the payment 
yields for the base acres of rice using an av-
erage yield described in subparagraph (B) 
and adjustment described in subparagraph 
(C). 

(B) DETERMINATION OF AVERAGE YIELD.— 
Subject to subparagraph (D), the Secretary 
shall determine the average yield per plant-
ed acre for the rice on the farm for the 2009 
through 2012 crop years, excluding any crop 
year in which the acreage planted to rice was 
zero. 

(C) DETERMINATION OF ADJUSTMENT.—The 
Secretary shall adjust the payment yield for 
the base acres of rice on the farm that was 
established under section 1102 of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 7912) in accordance with the following: 

(i) In a case in which less than 50 percent 
of the rice base acres on the farm were plant-
ed to rice, on average, during the 2009 
through 2012 crop years, the adjustment shall 
be equal to the sum obtained by adding to 
the payment yield— 

(I) the product obtained by multiplying— 
(aa) the difference between the average 

yield and the payment yield; by 
(bb) the percent of rice planted on the base 

acres of rice on the farm, on average. 
(ii) In a case in which more than 50 percent 

of the rice base acres on the farm were plant-
ed to rice, on average, during the 2009 
through 2012 crop years, the payment yield 
shall be equal to the product obtained by 
multiplying— 

(I) the average yield; by 
(II) 90 percent. 
(D) USE OF PARTIAL COUNTY AVERAGE 

YIELD.—If the yield per planted acre for a 
crop of rice for a farm for any of the 2009 
through 2012 crop years was less than 75 per-
cent of the county yield for that rice crop, 
the Secretary shall assign a yield for that 
crop year equal to 75 percent of the county 
yield for purposes of determining the aver-
age under subparagraph (B). 

(c) PEANUTS.— 
(1) ADJUSTMENT.—If the producer on a farm 

elects to adjust the peanut base acres for the 
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farm pursuant to section 1105, the Secretary 
shall adjust the payment yields for the base 
acres of peanuts for purposes of making ad-
verse market payments. 

(2) CALCULATION.—Notwithstanding the 
payment yields established under section 
1102 of the Farm Security and Rural Invest-
ment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 7912), the payment 
yield for the base acres of peanuts adjusted 
pursuant to section 1105 shall be the average 
yield per planted acre for such base acres for 
the 2009 through 2012 crop years, excluding 
any crop year in which the acreage planted 
to peanuts was zero. 

(3) USE OF PARTIAL COUNTY AVERAGE 
YIELD.—If the yield per planted acre for a 
crop of peanuts for a farm for any of the 2009 
through 2012 crop years was less than 75 per-
cent of the county yield for that peanut 
crop, the Secretary shall assign a yield for 
that crop year equal to 75 percent of the 
county yield for purposes of determining the 
average under paragraph (2). 
SEC. 1107. AVAILABILITY OF ADVERSE MARKET 

PAYMENTS. 
(a) PAYMENT REQUIRED.—For each of the 

2014 through 2018 crop years for each covered 
commodity, the Secretary shall make ad-
verse market payments to producers on 
farms for which payment yields and base 
acres are established with respect to the cov-
ered commodity if the Secretary determines 
that the actual price for the covered com-
modity is less than the reference price for 
the covered commodity. 

(b) ACTUAL PRICE.— 
(1) COVERED COMMODITIES OTHER THAN 

RICE.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), 
for purposes of subsection (a), the actual 
price for a covered commodity is equal to the 
higher of the following: 

(A) The national average market price re-
ceived by producers during the 12-month 
marketing year for the covered commodity, 
as determined by the Secretary. 

(B) The national average loan rate for a 
marketing assistance loan for the covered 
commodity in effect for the applicable period 
under subtitle B. 

(2) RICE.—In the case of long grain rice and 
medium grain rice, for purposes of sub-
section (a), the actual price for each type or 
class of rice is equal to the higher of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The national average market price re-
ceived by producers during the 12-month 
marketing year for the type or class of rice, 
as determined by the Secretary. 

(B) The national average loan rate for a 
marketing assistance loan for the type or 
class of rice in effect for the applicable pe-
riod under subtitle B. 

(c) REFERENCE PRICE.—The reference price 
for a covered commodity shall be determined 
as follows: 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 
the reference price for a covered commodity 
shall be the product obtained by multi-
plying— 

(A) 55 percent; by 
(B) the average national marketing year 

average price for the most recent 5 crop 
years, excluding each of the crop years with 
the highest and lowest prices. 

(2) ALTERNATIVE PRICE FOR RICE AND PEA-
NUTS.—In the case of long and medium grain 
rice and peanuts, the reference price shall 
be— 

(A) in the case of long and medium grain 
rice, $13.30 per hundredweight; and 

(B) in the case of peanuts, $523.77 per ton. 
(d) PAYMENT RATE.—The payment rate 

used to make adverse market payments with 
respect to a covered commodity for a crop 
year shall be equal to the amount that— 

(1) the reference price under subsection (c) 
for the covered commodity; exceeds 

(2) the actual price determined under sub-
section (b) for the covered commodity. 

(e) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—If adverse market 
payments are required to be paid under this 
section for any of the 2014 through 2018 crop 
years of a covered commodity, the amount of 
the adverse market payment to be paid to 
the producers on a farm for that crop year 
shall be equal to the product of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The payment rate specified in sub-
section (d). 

(2) The payment acres of the covered com-
modity on the farm. 

(3) The payment yield for the covered com-
modity for the farm. 

(f) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—ln carrying 
out the calculations in subsections (b) and 
(c), the Secretary shall differentiate by type 
or class the national average price of— 

(1) sunflower seeds; 
(2) barley, using malting barley values; and 
(3) wheat. 
(g) TIME FOR PAYMENTS.—If the Secretary 

determines under subsection (a) that adverse 
market payments are required to be made 
under this section for the crop of a covered 
commodity, beginning October 1, or as soon 
as practicable thereafter, after the end of the 
applicable marketing year for the covered 
commodity, the Secretary shall make the 
adverse market payments for the crop. 
SEC. 1108. AGRICULTURE RISK COVERAGE. 

(a) PAYMENTS REQUIRED.—If the Secretary 
determines that payments are required 
under subsection (c), the Secretary shall 
make payments for each covered commodity 
available to producers in accordance with 
this section. 

(b) COVERAGE ELECTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—For the period of crop 

years 2014 through 2018, the producers shall 
make a 1-time, irrevocable election to re-
ceive— 

(A) individual coverage under this section, 
as determined by the Secretary; or 

(B) in the case of a county with sufficient 
data (as determined by the Secretary), coun-
ty coverage under this section. 

(2) EFFECT OF ELECTION.—The election 
made under paragraph (1) shall be binding on 
the producers making the election, regard-
less of covered commodities planted, and ap-
plicable to all acres under the operational 
control of the producers, in a manner that— 

(A) acres brought under the operational 
control of the producers after the election 
are included; and 

(B) acres no longer under the operational 
control of the producers after the election 
are no longer subject to the election of the 
producers but become subject to the election 
of the subsequent producers. 

(3) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that producers are pre-
cluded from taking any action, including re-
constitution, transfer, or other similar ac-
tion, that would have the effect of altering 
or reversing the election made under para-
graph (1). 

(c) AGRICULTURE RISK COVERAGE.— 
(1) PAYMENTS.—The Secretary shall make 

agriculture risk coverage payments avail-
able under this subsection for each of the 
2014 through 2018 crop years if the Secretary 
determines that— 

(A) the actual crop revenue for the crop 
year for the covered commodity; is less than 

(B) the agriculture risk coverage guarantee 
for the crop year for the covered commodity. 

(2) TIME FOR PAYMENTS.—If the Secretary 
determines under this subsection that agri-
culture risk coverage payments are required 
to be made for the covered commodity, be-
ginning October 1, or as soon as practicable 
thereafter, after the end of the applicable 
marketing year for the covered commodity, 

the Secretary shall make the agriculture 
risk coverage payments. 

(3) ACTUAL CROP REVENUE.—The amount of 
the actual crop revenue for a crop year of a 
covered commodity shall be equal to the 
product obtained by multiplying— 

(A)(i) in the case of individual coverage, 
the actual average individual yield for the 
covered commodity, as determined by the 
Secretary; or 

(ii) in the case of county coverage, the ac-
tual average yield for the county for the cov-
ered commodity, as determined by the Sec-
retary; and 

(B) the higher of— 
(i) the national average market price re-

ceived by producers during the 12-month 
marketing year for the covered commodity, 
as determined by the Secretary; or 

(ii) if applicable, the reference price for the 
covered commodity under section 1107. 

(4) AGRICULTURE RISK COVERAGE GUAR-
ANTEE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The agriculture risk cov-
erage guarantee for a crop year for a covered 
commodity shall equal 88 percent of the 
benchmark revenue. 

(B) BENCHMARK REVENUE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The benchmark revenue 

shall be the product obtained by multi-
plying— 

(I)(aa) in the case of individual coverage, 
subject to clause (ii), the average individual 
yield, as determined by the Secretary, for 
the most recent 5 crop years, excluding each 
of the crop years with the highest and lowest 
yields; or 

(bb) in the case of county coverage, the av-
erage county yield, as determined by the 
Secretary, for the most recent 5 crop years, 
excluding each of the crop years with the 
highest and lowest yields; and 

(II) the average national marketing year 
average price for the most recent 5 crop 
years, excluding each of the crop years with 
the highest and lowest prices. 

(ii) USE OF TRANSITIONAL YIELDS.—If the 
yield determined under clause (i)(I)(aa)— 

(I) for the 2013 crop year or any prior crop 
year, is less than 60 percent of the applicable 
transitional yield, the Secretary shall use 60 
percent of the applicable transitional yield 
for that crop year; and 

(II) for the 2014 crop year and any subse-
quent crop year, is less than 65 percent of the 
applicable transitional yield, the Secretary 
shall use 65 percent of the applicable transi-
tional yield for that crop year. 

(5) PAYMENT RATE.—The payment rate for 
each covered commodity shall be equal to 
the lesser of— 

(A) the amount that— 
(i) the agriculture risk coverage guarantee 

for the covered commodity; exceeds 
(ii) the actual crop revenue for the crop 

year of the covered commodity; or 
(B) 10 percent of the benchmark revenue 

for the crop year of the covered commodity. 
(6) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—If agriculture risk 

coverage payments under this subsection are 
required to be paid for any of the 2014 
through 2018 crop years of a covered com-
modity, the amount of the agriculture risk 
coverage payment for the crop year shall be 
equal to the product obtained by multi-
plying— 

(A) the payment rate under paragraph (5); 
and 

(B)(i) in the case of individual coverage the 
sum of— 

(I) 65 percent of the planted eligible acres 
of the covered commodity; and 

(II) 45 percent of the eligible acres that 
were prevented from being planted to the 
covered commodity; or 

(ii) in the case of county coverage— 
(I) 80 percent of the planted eligible acres 

of the covered commodity; and 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4239 June 11, 2013 
(II) 45 percent of the eligible acres that 

were prevented from being planted to the 
covered commodity. 

(7) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—In carrying 
out the program under this subsection, the 
Secretary shall— 

(A) to the maximum extent practicable, 
use all available information and analysis to 
check for anomalies in the determination of 
payments under the program; 

(B) to the maximum extent practicable, 
calculate a separate actual crop revenue and 
agriculture risk coverage guarantee for irri-
gated and nonirrigated covered commodities; 

(C) differentiate by type or class the na-
tional average price of— 

(i) sunflower seeds; 
(ii) barley, using malting barley values; 

and 
(iii) wheat; and 
(D) assign a yield for each acre planted or 

prevented from being planted for the crop 
year for the covered commodity on the basis 
of the yield history of representative farms 
in the State, region, or crop reporting dis-
trict, as determined by the Secretary, if the 
Secretary cannot establish the yield as de-
termined under paragraph (3)(A)(ii) or 
(4)(B)(i) or if the yield determined under 
paragraph (3)(A)(ii) or (4) is an unrepresenta-
tive average yield for the covered com-
modity as determined by the Secretary. 
SEC. 1109. PRODUCER AGREEMENT REQUIRED AS 

CONDITION OF PROVISION OF PAY-
MENTS. 

(a) COMPLIANCE WITH CERTAIN REQUIRE-
MENTS.— 

(1) REQUIREMENTS.—Before the producers 
on a farm may receive agriculture risk cov-
erage payments or adverse market pay-
ments, the producers shall agree, during the 
crop year for which the payments are made 
and in exchange for the payments— 

(A) to comply with applicable conservation 
requirements under subtitle B of title XII of 
the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3811 
et seq.); 

(B) to comply with applicable wetland pro-
tection requirements under subtitle C of 
title XII of that Act (16 U.S.C. 3821 et seq.); 

(C) to use the land on the farm for an agri-
cultural or conserving use in a quantity 
equal to the attributable eligible acres of the 
farm, and not for a nonagricultural commer-
cial, industrial, or residential use, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; and 

(D) to effectively control noxious weeds 
and otherwise maintain the land in accord-
ance with sound agricultural practices, as 
determined by the Secretary, if the agricul-
tural or conserving use involves the noncul-
tivation of any portion of the land referred 
to in subparagraph (C). 

(2) COMPLIANCE.—The Secretary may issue 
such rules as the Secretary considers nec-
essary to ensure producer compliance with 
the requirements of paragraph (1). 

(3) MODIFICATION.—At the request of the 
transferee or owner, the Secretary may mod-
ify the requirements of this subsection if the 
modifications are consistent with the objec-
tives of this subsection, as determined by the 
Secretary. 

(b) TRANSFER OR CHANGE OF INTEREST IN 
FARM.— 

(1) TERMINATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), a transfer of (or change in) the 
interest of the producers on a farm for which 
agriculture risk coverage payments or ad-
verse market payments are made shall result 
in the termination of the payments, unless 
the transferee or owner of the acreage agrees 
to assume all obligations under subsection 
(a). 

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The termination 
shall take effect on the date determined by 
the Secretary. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—If a producer entitled to an 
agriculture risk coverage payment or ad-
verse market payment dies, becomes incom-
petent, or is otherwise unable to receive the 
payment, the Secretary shall make the pay-
ment, in accordance with rules issued by the 
Secretary. 

(c) REPORTS.— 
(1) ACREAGE REPORTS.—As a condition on 

the receipt of any benefits under this sub-
title or subtitle B, the Secretary shall re-
quire producers on a farm to submit to the 
Secretary annual acreage reports with re-
spect to all cropland on the farm. 

(2) PRODUCTION REPORTS.—As a condition 
on the receipt of any benefits under section 
1108, the Secretary shall require producers 
on a farm to submit to the Secretary annual 
production reports with respect to all cov-
ered commodities produced on the farm. 

(3) PENALTIES.—No penalty with respect to 
benefits under this subtitle or subtitle B 
shall be assessed against the producers on a 
farm for an inaccurate acreage or production 
report unless the producers on the farm 
knowingly and willfully falsified the acreage 
or production report. 

(4) DATA REPORTING.—To the maximum ex-
tent practicable, the Secretary shall use 
data reported by the producer pursuant to 
requirements under the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) to meet the 
obligations described in paragraphs (1) and 
(2), without additional submissions to the 
Department. 

(d) TENANTS AND SHARECROPPERS.—In car-
rying out this subtitle, the Secretary shall 
provide adequate safeguards to protect the 
interests of tenants and sharecroppers. 

(e) SHARING OF PAYMENTS.—The Secretary 
shall provide for the sharing of adverse mar-
ket payments and agriculture risk coverage 
payments among the producers on a farm on 
a fair and equitable basis. 
SEC. 1110. PERIOD OF EFFECTIVENESS. 

Sections 1104 through 1109 shall be effec-
tive beginning with the 2014 crop year of 
each covered commodity through the 2018 
crop year. 
Subtitle B—Marketing Assistance Loans and 

Loan Deficiency Payments 
SEC. 1201. AVAILABILITY OF NONRECOURSE MAR-

KETING ASSISTANCE LOANS FOR 
LOAN COMMODITIES. 

(a) DEFINITION OF LOAN COMMODITY.—In 
this subtitle, the term ‘‘loan commodity’’ 
means wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley, 
oats, upland cotton, extra long staple cotton, 
long grain rice, medium grain rice, peanuts, 
soybeans, other oilseeds, graded wool, non-
graded wool, mohair, honey, dry peas, len-
tils, small chickpeas, and large chickpeas. 

(b) NONRECOURSE LOANS AVAILABLE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—For each of the 2014 

through 2018 crops of each loan commodity, 
the Secretary shall make available to pro-
ducers on a farm nonrecourse marketing as-
sistance loans for loan commodities pro-
duced on the farm. 

(2) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The marketing 
assistance loans shall be made under terms 
and conditions that are prescribed by the 
Secretary and at the loan rate established 
under section 1202 for the loan commodity. 

(c) ELIGIBLE PRODUCTION.—The producers 
on a farm shall be eligible for a marketing 
assistance loan under subsection (b) for any 
quantity of a loan commodity produced on 
the farm. 

(d) COMPLIANCE WITH CONSERVATION AND 
WETLANDS REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) REQUIREMENTS.—Before the producers 
on a farm may receive a marketing assist-
ance loan or any other payment or benefit 
under this subtitle, the producers shall 
agree, for the crop year for which the pay-
ments are made and in exchange for the pay-
ments— 

(A) to comply with applicable conservation 
requirements under subtitle B of title XII of 
the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3811 
et seq.); 

(B) to comply with applicable wetland pro-
tection requirements under subtitle C of 
title XII of that Act (16 U.S.C. 3821 et seq.); 

(C) to use the land on the farm for an agri-
cultural or conserving use in a quantity 
equal to the attributable eligible acres of the 
farm, and not for a nonagricultural commer-
cial, industrial, or residential use, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; and 

(D) to effectively control noxious weeds 
and otherwise maintain the land in accord-
ance with sound agricultural practices, as 
determined by the Secretary, if the agricul-
tural or conserving use involves the noncul-
tivation of any portion of the land referred 
to in subparagraph (C). 

(2) COMPLIANCE.—The Secretary may issue 
such rules as the Secretary considers nec-
essary to ensure producer compliance with 
paragraph (1). 

(3) MODIFICATION.—At the request of a 
transferee or owner, the Secretary may mod-
ify the requirements of this subsection if the 
modifications are consistent with the pur-
poses of this subsection, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

(e) SPECIAL RULES FOR PEANUTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—This subsection shall 

apply only to producers of peanuts. 
(2) OPTIONS FOR OBTAINING LOAN.—A mar-

keting assistance loan under this section, 
and loan deficiency payments under section 
1205, may be obtained at the option of the 
producers on a farm through— 

(A) a designated marketing association or 
marketing cooperative of producers that is 
approved by the Secretary; or 

(B) the Farm Service Agency. 
(3) STORAGE OF LOAN PEANUTS.—As a condi-

tion on the approval by the Secretary of an 
individual or entity to provide storage for 
peanuts for which a marketing assistance 
loan is made under this section, the indi-
vidual or entity shall agree— 

(A) to provide the storage on a nondiscrim-
inatory basis; and 

(B) to comply with such additional require-
ments as the Secretary considers appropriate 
to accomplish the purposes of this section 
and promote fairness in the administration 
of the benefits of this section. 

(4) STORAGE, HANDLING, AND ASSOCIATED 
COSTS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—To ensure proper storage 
of peanuts for which a loan is made under 
this section, the Secretary shall pay han-
dling and other associated costs (other than 
storage costs) incurred at the time at which 
the peanuts are placed under loan, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

(B) REDEMPTION AND FORFEITURE.—The 
Secretary shall— 

(i) require the repayment of handling and 
other associated costs paid under subpara-
graph (A) for all peanuts pledged as collat-
eral for a loan that is redeemed under this 
section; and 

(ii) pay storage, handling, and other associ-
ated costs for all peanuts pledged as collat-
eral that are forfeited under this section. 

(5) MARKETING.—A marketing association 
or cooperative may market peanuts for 
which a loan is made under this section in 
any manner that conforms to consumer 
needs, including the separation of peanuts by 
type and quality. 

(6) REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENTS AND PAY-
MENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—The 
Secretary may implement any reimbursable 
agreements or provide for the payment of ad-
ministrative expenses under this subsection 
only in a manner that is consistent with 
those activities in regard to other loan com-
modities. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4240 June 11, 2013 
SEC. 1202. LOAN RATES FOR NONRECOURSE MAR-

KETING ASSISTANCE LOANS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of each of 

the 2014 through 2018 crop years, the loan 
rate for a marketing assistance loan under 
section 1201 for a loan commodity shall be 
equal to the following: 

(1) In the case of wheat, $2.94 per bushel. 
(2) In the case of corn, $1.95 per bushel. 
(3) In the case of grain sorghum, $1.95 per 

bushel. 
(4) In the case of barley, $1.95 per bushel. 
(5) In the case of oats, $1.39 per bushel. 
(6) In the case of base quality of upland 

cotton, for the 2014 and each subsequent crop 
year, the simple average of the adjusted pre-
vailing world price for the 2 immediately 
preceding marketing years, as determined by 
the Secretary and announced October 1 pre-
ceding the next domestic plantings, but in no 
case less than $0.45 per pound or more than 
$0.52 per pound. 

(7) In the case of extra long staple cotton, 
$0.7977 per pound. 

(8) In the case of long grain rice, $6.50 per 
hundredweight. 

(9) In the case of medium grain rice, $6.50 
per hundredweight. 

(10) In the case of soybeans, $5.00 per bush-
el. 

(11) In the case of other oilseeds, $10.09 per 
hundredweight for each of the following 
kinds of oilseeds: 

(A) Sunflower seed. 
(B) Rapeseed. 
(C) Canola. 
(D) Safflower. 
(E) Flaxseed. 
(F) Mustard seed. 
(G) Crambe. 
(H) Sesame seed. 
(I) Other oilseeds designated by the Sec-

retary. 
(12) In the case of dry peas, $5.40 per hun-

dredweight. 
(13) In the case of lentils, $11.28 per hun-

dredweight. 
(14) In the case of small chickpeas, $7.43 per 

hundredweight. 
(15) In the case of large chickpeas, $11.28 

per hundredweight. 
(16) In the case of graded wool, $1.15 per 

pound. 
(17) In the case of nongraded wool, $0.40 per 

pound. 
(18) In the case of mohair, $4.20 per pound. 
(19) In the case of honey, $0.69 per pound. 
(20) In the case of peanuts, $355 per ton. 
(b) SINGLE COUNTY LOAN RATE FOR OTHER 

OILSEEDS.—The Secretary shall establish a 
single loan rate in each county for each kind 
of other oilseeds described in subsection 
(a)(11). 
SEC. 1203. TERM OF LOANS. 

(a) TERM OF LOAN.—In the case of each 
loan commodity, a marketing assistance 
loan under section 1201 shall have a term of 
9 months beginning on the first day of the 
first month after the month in which the 
loan is made. 

(b) EXTENSIONS PROHIBITED.—The Sec-
retary may not extend the term of a mar-
keting assistance loan for any loan com-
modity. 
SEC. 1204. REPAYMENT OF LOANS. 

(a) GENERAL RULE.—The Secretary shall 
permit the producers on a farm to repay a 
marketing assistance loan under section 1201 
for a loan commodity (other than upland 
cotton, long grain rice, medium grain rice, 
extra long staple cotton, peanuts and confec-
tionery and each other kind of sunflower 
seed (other than oil sunflower seed)) at a 
rate that is the lesser of— 

(1) the loan rate established for the com-
modity under section 1202, plus interest (de-
termined in accordance with section 163 of 

the Federal Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)); 

(2) a rate (as determined by the Secretary) 
that— 

(A) is calculated based on average market 
prices for the loan commodity during the 
preceding 30-day period; and 

(B) will minimize discrepancies in mar-
keting loan benefits across State boundaries 
and across county boundaries; or 

(3) a rate that the Secretary may develop 
using alternative methods for calculating a 
repayment rate for a loan commodity that 
the Secretary determines will— 

(A) minimize potential loan forfeitures; 
(B) minimize the accumulation of stocks of 

the commodity by the Federal Government; 
(C) minimize the cost incurred by the Fed-

eral Government in storing the commodity; 
(D) allow the commodity produced in the 

United States to be marketed freely and 
competitively, both domestically and inter-
nationally; and 

(E) minimize discrepancies in marketing 
loan benefits across State boundaries and 
across county boundaries. 

(b) REPAYMENT RATES FOR UPLAND COTTON, 
LONG GRAIN RICE, AND MEDIUM GRAIN RICE.— 
The Secretary shall permit producers to 
repay a marketing assistance loan under sec-
tion 1201 for upland cotton, long grain rice, 
and medium grain rice at a rate that is the 
lesser of— 

(1) the loan rate established for the com-
modity under section 1202, plus interest (de-
termined in accordance with section 163 of 
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)); or 

(2) the prevailing world market price for 
the commodity, as determined and adjusted 
by the Secretary in accordance with this sec-
tion. 

(c) REPAYMENT RATES FOR EXTRA LONG 
STAPLE COTTON.—Repayment of a marketing 
assistance loan for extra long staple cotton 
shall be at the loan rate established for the 
commodity under section 1202, plus interest 
(determined in accordance with section 163 of 
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)). 

(d) PREVAILING WORLD MARKET PRICE.—For 
purposes of this section, the Secretary shall 
prescribe by regulation— 

(1) a formula to determine the prevailing 
world market price for each of upland cot-
ton, long grain rice, and medium grain rice; 
and 

(2) a mechanism by which the Secretary 
shall announce periodically those prevailing 
world market prices. 

(e) ADJUSTMENT OF PREVAILING WORLD 
MARKET PRICE FOR UPLAND COTTON, LONG 
GRAIN RICE, AND MEDIUM GRAIN RICE.— 

(1) RICE.—The prevailing world market 
price for long grain rice and medium grain 
rice determined under subsection (d) shall be 
adjusted to United States quality and loca-
tion. 

(2) COTTON.—The prevailing world market 
price for upland cotton determined under 
subsection (d)— 

(A) shall be adjusted to United States qual-
ity and location, with the adjustment to in-
clude— 

(i) a reduction equal to any United States 
Premium Factor for upland cotton of a qual-
ity higher than Middling (M) 13⁄32-inch; and 

(ii) the average costs to market the com-
modity, including average transportation 
costs, as determined by the Secretary; and 

(B) may be further adjusted, during the pe-
riod beginning on the date of enactment of 
this Act and ending on July 31, 2019, if the 
Secretary determines the adjustment is nec-
essary— 

(i) to minimize potential loan forfeitures; 

(ii) to minimize the accumulation of 
stocks of upland cotton by the Federal Gov-
ernment; 

(iii) to ensure that upland cotton produced 
in the United States can be marketed freely 
and competitively, both domestically and 
internationally; and 

(iv) to ensure an appropriate transition be-
tween current-crop and forward-crop price 
quotations, except that the Secretary may 
use forward-crop price quotations prior to 
July 31 of a marketing year only if— 

(I) there are insufficient current-crop price 
quotations; and 

(II) the forward-crop price quotation is the 
lowest such quotation available. 

(3) GUIDELINES FOR ADDITIONAL ADJUST-
MENTS.—In making adjustments under this 
subsection, the Secretary shall establish a 
mechanism for determining and announcing 
the adjustments in order to avoid undue dis-
ruption in the United States market. 

(f) REPAYMENT RATES FOR CONFECTIONERY 
AND OTHER KINDS OF SUNFLOWER SEEDS.—The 
Secretary shall permit the producers on a 
farm to repay a marketing assistance loan 
under section 1201 for confectionery and each 
other kind of sunflower seed (other than oil 
sunflower seed) at a rate that is the lesser 
of— 

(1) the loan rate established for the com-
modity under section 1202, plus interest (de-
termined in accordance with section 163 of 
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)); or 

(2) the repayment rate established for oil 
sunflower seed. 

(g) PAYMENT OF COTTON STORAGE COSTS.— 
Effective for each of the 2014 through 2018 
crop years, the Secretary shall make cotton 
storage payments available in the same 
manner, and at the same rates as the Sec-
retary provided storage payments for the 
2006 crop of cotton, except that the rates 
shall be reduced by 20 percent. 

(h) REPAYMENT RATE FOR PEANUTS.—The 
Secretary shall permit producers on a farm 
to repay a marketing assistance loan for pea-
nuts under subsection (a) at a rate that is 
the lesser of— 

(1) the loan rate established for peanuts 
under subsection (b), plus interest (deter-
mined in accordance with section 163 of the 
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)); or 

(2) a rate that the Secretary determines 
will— 

(A) minimize potential loan forfeitures; 
(B) minimize the accumulation of stocks of 

peanuts by the Federal Government; 
(C) minimize the cost incurred by the Fed-

eral Government in storing peanuts; and 
(D) allow peanuts produced in the United 

States to be marketed freely and competi-
tively, both domestically and internation-
ally. 

(i) AUTHORITY TO TEMPORARILY ADJUST RE-
PAYMENT RATES.— 

(1) ADJUSTMENT AUTHORITY.—In the event 
of a severe disruption to marketing, trans-
portation, or related infrastructure, the Sec-
retary may modify the repayment rate oth-
erwise applicable under this section for mar-
keting assistance loans under section 1201 for 
a loan commodity. 

(2) DURATION.—Any adjustment made 
under paragraph (1) in the repayment rate 
for marketing assistance loans for a loan 
commodity shall be in effect on a short-term 
and temporary basis, as determined by the 
Secretary. 
SEC. 1205. LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENTS. 

(a) AVAILABILITY OF LOAN DEFICIENCY PAY-
MENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (d), the Secretary may make loan de-
ficiency payments available to producers on 
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a farm that, although eligible to obtain a 
marketing assistance loan under section 1201 
with respect to a loan commodity, agree to 
forgo obtaining the loan for the commodity 
in return for loan deficiency payments under 
this section. 

(2) UNSHORN PELTS, HAY, AND SILAGE.— 
(A) MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS.—Sub-

ject to subparagraph (B), nongraded wool in 
the form of unshorn pelts and hay and silage 
derived from a loan commodity are not eligi-
ble for a marketing assistance loan under 
section 1201. 

(B) LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENT.—Effective 
for the 2014 through 2018 crop years, the Sec-
retary may make loan deficiency payments 
available under this section to producers on 
a farm that produce unshorn pelts or hay and 
silage derived from a loan commodity. 

(b) COMPUTATION.—A loan deficiency pay-
ment for a loan commodity or commodity 
referred to in subsection (a)(2) shall be equal 
to the product obtained by multiplying— 

(1) the payment rate determined under sub-
section (c) for the commodity; by 

(2) the quantity of the commodity pro-
duced by the eligible producers, excluding 
any quantity for which the producers obtain 
a marketing assistance loan under section 
1201. 

(c) PAYMENT RATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a loan com-

modity, the payment rate shall be the 
amount by which— 

(A) the loan rate established under section 
1202 for the loan commodity; exceeds 

(B) the rate at which a marketing assist-
ance loan for the loan commodity may be re-
paid under section 1204. 

(2) UNSHORN PELTS.—In the case of unshorn 
pelts, the payment rate shall be the amount 
by which— 

(A) the loan rate established under section 
1202 for ungraded wool; exceeds 

(B) the rate at which a marketing assist-
ance loan for ungraded wool may be repaid 
under section 1204. 

(3) HAY AND SILAGE.—In the case of hay or 
silage derived from a loan commodity, the 
payment rate shall be the amount by 
which— 

(A) the loan rate established under section 
1202 for the loan commodity from which the 
hay or silage is derived; exceeds 

(B) the rate at which a marketing assist-
ance loan for the loan commodity may be re-
paid under section 1204. 

(d) EXCEPTION FOR EXTRA LONG STAPLE 
COTTON.—This section shall not apply with 
respect to extra long staple cotton. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE FOR PAYMENT RATE DE-
TERMINATION.—The Secretary shall deter-
mine the amount of the loan deficiency pay-
ment to be made under this section to the 
producers on a farm with respect to a quan-
tity of a loan commodity or commodity re-
ferred to in subsection (a)(2) using the pay-
ment rate in effect under subsection (c) as of 
the date the producers request the payment. 
SEC. 1206. PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF LOAN DEFI-

CIENCY PAYMENTS FOR GRAZED 
ACREAGE. 

(a) ELIGIBLE PRODUCERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective for the 2014 

through 2018 crop years, in the case of a pro-
ducer that would be eligible for a loan defi-
ciency payment under section 1205 for wheat, 
barley, or oats, but that elects to use acre-
age planted to the wheat, barley, or oats for 
the grazing of livestock, the Secretary shall 
make a payment to the producer under this 
section if the producer enters into an agree-
ment with the Secretary to forgo any other 
harvesting of the wheat, barley, or oats on 
that acreage. 

(2) GRAZING OF TRITICALE ACREAGE.—Effec-
tive for the 2014 through 2018 crop years, 
with respect to a producer on a farm that 

uses acreage planted to triticale for the graz-
ing of livestock, the Secretary shall make a 
payment to the producer under this section 
if the producer enters into an agreement 
with the Secretary to forgo any other har-
vesting of triticale on that acreage. 

(b) PAYMENT AMOUNT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of a payment 

made under this section to a producer on a 
farm described in subsection (a)(1) shall be 
equal to the amount determined by multi-
plying— 

(A) the loan deficiency payment rate deter-
mined under section 1205(c) in effect, as of 
the date of the agreement, for the county in 
which the farm is located; by 

(B) the payment quantity determined by 
multiplying— 

(i) the quantity of the grazed acreage on 
the farm with respect to which the producer 
elects to forgo harvesting of wheat, barley, 
or oats; and 

(ii)(I) the yield in effect for the calculation 
of agriculture risk coverage payments under 
subtitle A with respect to that loan com-
modity on the farm; or 

(II) in the case of a farm without a pay-
ment yield for that loan commodity, an ap-
propriate yield established by the Secretary. 

(2) GRAZING OF TRITICALE ACREAGE.—The 
amount of a payment made under this sec-
tion to a producer on a farm described in 
subsection (a)(2) shall be equal to the 
amount determined by multiplying— 

(A) the loan deficiency payment rate deter-
mined under section 1205(c) in effect for 
wheat, as of the date of the agreement, for 
the county in which the farm is located; by 

(B) the payment quantity determined by 
multiplying— 

(i) the quantity of the grazed acreage on 
the farm with respect to which the producer 
elects to forgo harvesting of triticale; and 

(ii)(I) the yield in effect for the calculation 
of agriculture risk coverage payments under 
subtitle A with respect to wheat on the farm; 
or 

(II) in the case of a farm without a pay-
ment yield for wheat, an appropriate yield 
established by the Secretary in a manner 
consistent with section 1102 of the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 8712). 

(c) TIME, MANNER, AND AVAILABILITY OF 
PAYMENT.— 

(1) TIME AND MANNER.—A payment under 
this section shall be made at the same time 
and in the same manner as loan deficiency 
payments are made under section 1205. 

(2) AVAILABILITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish an availability period for the pay-
ments authorized by this section. 

(B) CERTAIN COMMODITIES.—In the case of 
wheat, barley, and oats, the availability pe-
riod shall be consistent with the availability 
period for the commodity established by the 
Secretary for marketing assistance loans au-
thorized by this subtitle. 

(d) PROHIBITION ON CROP INSURANCE INDEM-
NITY OR NONINSURED CROP ASSISTANCE.—A 
2014 through 2018 crop of wheat, barley, oats, 
or triticale planted on acreage that a pro-
ducer elects, in the agreement required by 
subsection (a), to use for the grazing of live-
stock in lieu of any other harvesting of the 
crop shall not be eligible for an indemnity 
under a policy or plan of insurance author-
ized under the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 
U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) or noninsured crop assist-
ance under section 196 of the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 7333). 
SEC. 1207. ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE 

TO USERS OF UPLAND COTTON. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), 

the Secretary shall, on a monthly basis, 
make economic adjustment assistance avail-

able to domestic users of upland cotton in 
the form of payments for all documented use 
of that upland cotton during the previous 
monthly period regardless of the origin of 
the upland cotton. 

(b) VALUE OF ASSISTANCE.—Effective begin-
ning on August 1, 2012, the value of the as-
sistance provided under subsection (a) shall 
be 3 cents per pound. 

(c) ALLOWABLE PURPOSES.—Economic ad-
justment assistance under this section shall 
be made available only to domestic users of 
upland cotton that certify that the assist-
ance shall be used only to acquire, construct, 
install, modernize, develop, convert, or ex-
pand land, plant, buildings, equipment, fa-
cilities, or machinery. 

(d) REVIEW OR AUDIT.—The Secretary may 
conduct such review or audit of the records 
of a domestic user under this subsection as 
the Secretary determines necessary to carry 
out this subsection. 

(e) IMPROPER USE OF ASSISTANCE.—If the 
Secretary determines, after a review or audit 
of the records of the domestic user, that eco-
nomic adjustment assistance under this sub-
section was not used for the purposes speci-
fied in subsection (c), the domestic user shall 
be— 

(1) liable for the repayment of the assist-
ance to the Secretary, plus interest, as de-
termined by the Secretary; and 

(2) ineligible to receive assistance under 
this subsection for a period of 1 year fol-
lowing the determination of the Secretary. 
SEC. 1208. SPECIAL COMPETITIVE PROVISIONS 

FOR EXTRA LONG STAPLE COTTON. 
(a) COMPETITIVENESS PROGRAM.—Notwith-

standing any other provision of law, during 
the period beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this Act through July 31, 2019, the 
Secretary shall carry out a program— 

(1) to maintain and expand the domestic 
use of extra long staple cotton produced in 
the United States; 

(2) to increase exports of extra long staple 
cotton produced in the United States; and 

(3) to ensure that extra long staple cotton 
produced in the United States remains com-
petitive in world markets. 

(b) PAYMENTS UNDER PROGRAM; TRIGGER.— 
Under the program, the Secretary shall 
make payments available under this section 
whenever— 

(1) for a consecutive 4-week period, the 
world market price for the lowest priced 
competing growth of extra long staple cotton 
(adjusted to United States quality and loca-
tion and for other factors affecting the com-
petitiveness of such cotton), as determined 
by the Secretary, is below the prevailing 
United States price for a competing growth 
of extra long staple cotton; and 

(2) the lowest priced competing growth of 
extra long staple cotton (adjusted to United 
States quality and location and for other 
factors affecting the competitiveness of such 
cotton), as determined by the Secretary, is 
less than 134 percent of the loan rate for 
extra long staple cotton. 

(c) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—The Secretary 
shall make payments available under this 
section to domestic users of extra long staple 
cotton produced in the United States and ex-
porters of extra long staple cotton produced 
in the United States that enter into an 
agreement with the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration to participate in the program under 
this section. 

(d) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—Payments under 
this section shall be based on the amount of 
the difference in the prices referred to in 
subsection (b)(1) during the fourth week of 
the consecutive 4-week period multiplied by 
the amount of documented purchases by do-
mestic users and sales for export by export-
ers made in the week following such a con-
secutive 4-week period. 
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SEC. 1209. AVAILABILITY OF RECOURSE LOANS 

FOR HIGH MOISTURE FEED GRAINS 
AND SEED COTTON. 

(a) HIGH MOISTURE FEED GRAINS.— 
(1) DEFINITION OF HIGH MOISTURE STATE.—In 

this subsection, the term ‘‘high moisture 
state’’ means corn or grain sorghum having 
a moisture content in excess of Commodity 
Credit Corporation standards for marketing 
assistance loans made by the Secretary 
under section 1201. 

(2) RECOURSE LOANS AVAILABLE.—For each 
of the 2014 through 2018 crops of corn and 
grain sorghum, the Secretary shall make 
available recourse loans, as determined by 
the Secretary, to producers on a farm that— 

(A) normally harvest all or a portion of 
their crop of corn or grain sorghum in a high 
moisture state; 

(B) present— 
(i) certified scale tickets from an in-

spected, certified commercial scale, includ-
ing a licensed warehouse, feedlot, feed mill, 
distillery, or other similar entity approved 
by the Secretary, pursuant to regulations 
issued by the Secretary; or 

(ii) field or other physical measurements of 
the standing or stored crop in regions of the 
United States, as determined by the Sec-
retary, that do not have certified commer-
cial scales from which certified scale tickets 
may be obtained within reasonable prox-
imity of harvest operation; 

(C) certify that the producers on the farm 
were the owners of the feed grain at the time 
of delivery to, and that the quantity to be 
placed under loan under this subsection was 
in fact harvested on the farm and delivered 
to, a feedlot, feed mill, or commercial or on- 
farm high-moisture storage facility, or to a 
facility maintained by the users of corn and 
grain sorghum in a high moisture state; and 

(D) comply with deadlines established by 
the Secretary for harvesting the corn or 
grain sorghum and submit applications for 
loans under this subsection within deadlines 
established by the Secretary. 

(3) ELIGIBILITY OF ACQUIRED FEED GRAINS.— 
A loan under this subsection shall be made 
on a quantity of corn or grain sorghum of 
the same crop acquired by the producer 
equivalent to a quantity determined by mul-
tiplying— 

(A) the acreage of the corn or grain sor-
ghum in a high moisture state harvested on 
the farm of the producer; by 

(B) the lower of the actual average yield 
used to make payments under subtitle A or 
the actual yield on a field, as determined by 
the Secretary, that is similar to the field 
from which the corn or grain sorghum was 
obtained. 

(b) RECOURSE LOANS AVAILABLE FOR SEED 
COTTON.—For each of the 2014 through 2018 
crops of upland cotton and extra long staple 
cotton, the Secretary shall make available 
recourse seed cotton loans, as determined by 
the Secretary, on any production. 

(c) REPAYMENT RATES.—Repayment of a re-
course loan made under this section shall be 
at the loan rate established for the com-
modity by the Secretary, plus interest (de-
termined in accordance with section 163 of 
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7283)). 
SEC. 1210. ADJUSTMENTS OF LOANS. 

(a) ADJUSTMENT AUTHORITY.—Subject to 
subsection (e), the Secretary may make ap-
propriate adjustments in the loan rates for 
any loan commodity (other than cotton) for 
differences in grade, type, quality, location, 
and other factors. 

(b) MANNER OF ADJUSTMENT.—The adjust-
ments under subsection (a) shall, to the max-
imum extent practicable, be made in such a 
manner that the average loan level for the 
commodity will, on the basis of the antici-
pated incidence of the factors, be equal to 

the level of support determined in accord-
ance with this subtitle and subtitles C 
through E. 

(c) ADJUSTMENT ON COUNTY BASIS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may estab-

lish loan rates for a crop for producers in in-
dividual counties in a manner that results in 
the lowest loan rate being 95 percent of the 
national average loan rate, if those loan 
rates do not result in an increase in outlays. 

(2) PROHIBITION.—Adjustments under this 
subsection shall not result in an increase in 
the national average loan rate for any year. 

(d) ADJUSTMENT IN LOAN RATE FOR COT-
TON.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 
appropriate adjustments in the loan rate for 
cotton for differences in quality factors. 

(2) REVISIONS TO QUALITY ADJUSTMENTS FOR 
UPLAND COTTON.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall implement revisions in the 
administration of the marketing assistance 
loan program for upland cotton to more ac-
curately and efficiently reflect market val-
ues for upland cotton. 

(B) MANDATORY REVISIONS.—Revisions 
under subparagraph (A) shall include— 

(i) the elimination of warehouse location 
differentials; 

(ii) the establishment of differentials for 
the various quality factors and staple 
lengths of cotton based on a 3-year, weighted 
moving average of the weighted designated 
spot market regions, as determined by re-
gional production; 

(iii) the elimination of any artificial split 
in the premium or discount between upland 
cotton with a 32 or 33 staple length due to 
micronaire; and 

(iv) a mechanism to ensure that no pre-
mium or discount is established that exceeds 
the premium or discount associated with a 
leaf grade that is 1 better than the applicable 
color grade. 

(C) DISCRETIONARY REVISIONS.—Revisions 
under subparagraph (A) may include— 

(i) the use of non-spot market price data, 
in addition to spot market price data, that 
would enhance the accuracy of the price in-
formation used in determining quality ad-
justments under this subsection; 

(ii) adjustments in the premiums or dis-
counts associated with upland cotton with a 
staple length of 33 or above due to 
micronaire with the goal of eliminating any 
unnecessary artificial splits in the calcula-
tions of the premiums or discounts; and 

(iii) such other adjustments as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate, after con-
sultations conducted in accordance with 
paragraph (3). 

(3) CONSULTATION WITH PRIVATE SECTOR.— 
(A) PRIOR TO REVISION.—In making adjust-

ments to the loan rate for cotton (including 
any review of the adjustments) as provided 
in this subsection, the Secretary shall con-
sult with representatives of the United 
States cotton industry. 

(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ACT.—The Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to 
consultations under this subsection. 

(4) REVIEW OF ADJUSTMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may review the operation of the up-
land cotton quality adjustments imple-
mented pursuant to this subsection and may 
make further revisions to the administration 
of the loan program for upland cotton, by— 

(A) revoking or revising any actions taken 
under paragraph (2)(B); or 

(B) revoking or revising any actions taken 
or authorized to be taken under paragraph 
(2)(C). 

(e) RICE.—The Secretary shall not make 
adjustments in the loan rates for long grain 
rice and medium grain rice, except for dif-

ferences in grade and quality (including mill-
ing yields). 

Subtitle C—Sugar 
SEC. 1301. SUGAR PROGRAM. 

(a) CONTINUATION OF CURRENT PROGRAM 
AND LOAN RATES.— 

(1) SUGARCANE.—Section 156(a)(5) of the 
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7272(a)(5)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘the 2012 crop year’’ 
and inserting ‘‘each of the 2014 through 2018 
crop years’’. 

(2) SUGAR BEETS.—Section 156(b)(2) of the 
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7272(b)(2)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—Section 156(i) of the 
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7272(i)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

(b) FLEXIBLE MARKETING ALLOTMENTS FOR 
SUGAR.— 

(1) SUGAR ESTIMATES.—Section 359b(a)(1) of 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 (7 
U.S.C. 1359bb(a)(1)) is amended by striking 
‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—Section 359l(a) of 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 (7 
U.S.C. 1359ll(a)) is amended by striking 
‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

Subtitle D—Dairy 
PART I—DAIRY PRODUCTION MARGIN 

PROTECTION AND DAIRY MARKET STA-
BILIZATION PROGRAMS 

SEC. 1401. DEFINITIONS. 
In this part: 
(1) ACTUAL DAIRY PRODUCTION MARGIN.—The 

term ‘‘actual dairy production margin’’ 
means the difference between the all-milk 
price and the average feed cost, as calculated 
under section 1402. 

(2) ALL-MILK PRICE.—The term ‘‘all-milk 
price’’ means the average price received, per 
hundredweight of milk, by dairy operations 
for all milk sold to plants and dealers in the 
United States, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(3) ANNUAL PRODUCTION HISTORY.—The term 
‘‘annual production history’’ means the pro-
duction history determined for a partici-
pating dairy operation under section 1413(b) 
whenever the participating dairy operation 
purchases supplemental production margin 
protection. 

(4) AVERAGE FEED COST.—The term ‘‘aver-
age feed cost’’ means the average cost of feed 
used by a dairy operation to produce a hun-
dredweight of milk, determined under sec-
tion 1402 using the sum of the following: 

(A) The product determined by multiplying 
1.0728 by the price of corn per bushel. 

(B) The product determined by multiplying 
0.00735 by the price of soybean meal per ton. 

(C) The product determined by multiplying 
0.0137 by the price of alfalfa hay per ton. 

(5) BASIC PRODUCTION HISTORY.—The term 
‘‘basic production history’’ means the pro-
duction history determined for a partici-
pating dairy operation under section 1413(a) 
for provision of basic production margin pro-
tection. 

(6) CONSECUTIVE 2-MONTH PERIOD.—The 
term ‘‘consecutive 2-month period’’ refers to 
the 2-month period consisting of the months 
of January and February, March and April, 
May and June, July and August, September 
and October, or November and December, re-
spectively. 

(7) DAIRY OPERATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘dairy oper-

ation’’ means, as determined by the Sec-
retary, 1 or more dairy producers that 
produce and market milk as a single dairy 
operation in which each dairy producer— 

(i) shares in the pooling of resources and a 
common ownership structure; 
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(ii) is at risk in the production of milk on 

the dairy operation; and 
(iii) contributes land, labor, management, 

equipment, or capital to the dairy operation. 
(B) ADDITIONAL OWNERSHIP STRUCTURES.— 

The Secretary shall determine additional 
ownership structures to be covered by the 
definition of dairy operation. 

(8) HANDLER.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘handler’’ 

means the initial individual or entity mak-
ing payment to a dairy operation for milk 
produced in the United States and marketed 
for commercial use. 

(B) PRODUCER-HANDLER.—The term in-
cludes a ‘‘producer-handler’’ when the pro-
ducer satisfies the definition in subpara-
graph (A). 

(9) PARTICIPATING DAIRY OPERATION.—The 
term ‘‘participating dairy operation’’ means 
a dairy operation that— 

(A) signs up under section 1412 to partici-
pate in the production margin protection 
program under subpart A; and 

(B) as a result, also participates in the sta-
bilization program under subpart B. 

(10) PRODUCTION MARGIN PROTECTION PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘‘production margin protec-
tion program’’ means the dairy production 
margin protection program required by sub-
part A. 

(11) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(12) STABILIZATION PROGRAM.—The term 
‘‘stabilization program’’ means the dairy 
market stabilization program required by 
subpart B for all participating dairy oper-
ations. 

(13) STABILIZATION PROGRAM BASE.—The 
term ‘‘stabilization program base’’, with re-
spect to a participating dairy operation, 
means the stabilization program base cal-
culated for the participating dairy operation 
under section 1431(b). 

(14) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘‘United 
States’’, in a geographical sense, means the 
50 States, the District of Columbia, Amer-
ican Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of 
the United States, and any other territory or 
possession of the United States. 
SEC. 1402. CALCULATION OF AVERAGE FEED 

COST AND ACTUAL DAIRY PRODUC-
TION MARGINS. 

(a) CALCULATION OF AVERAGE FEED COST.— 
The Secretary shall calculate the national 
average feed cost for each month using the 
following data: 

(1) The price of corn for a month shall be 
the price received during that month by 
farmers in the United States for corn, as re-
ported in the monthly Agricultural Prices 
report by the Secretary. 

(2) The price of soybean meal for a month 
shall be the central Illinois price for soybean 
meal, as reported in the Market News– 
Monthly Soybean Meal Price Report by the 
Secretary. 

(3) The price of alfalfa hay for a month 
shall be the price received during that month 
by farmers in the United States for alfalfa 
hay, as reported in the monthly Agricultural 
Prices report by the Secretary. 

(b) CALCULATION OF ACTUAL DAIRY PRODUC-
TION MARGINS.— 

(1) PRODUCTION MARGIN PROTECTION PRO-
GRAM.—For use in the production margin 
protection program under subpart A, the 
Secretary shall calculate the actual dairy 
production margin for each consecutive 2- 
month period by subtracting— 

(A) the average feed cost for that consecu-
tive 2-month period, determined in accord-
ance with subsection (a); from 

(B) the all-milk price for that consecutive 
2-month period. 

(2) STABILIZATION PROGRAM.—For use in the 
stabilization program under subpart B, the 
Secretary shall calculate each month the ac-
tual dairy production margin for the pre-
ceding month by subtracting— 

(A) the average feed cost for that preceding 
month, determined in accordance with sub-
section (a); from 

(B) the all-milk price for that preceding 
month. 

(3) TIME FOR CALCULATIONS.—The calcula-
tions required by paragraphs (1) and (2) shall 
be made as soon as practicable using the full 
month price of the applicable reference 
month. 

Subpart A—Dairy Production Margin 
Protection Program 

SEC. 1411. ESTABLISHMENT OF DAIRY PRODUC-
TION MARGIN PROTECTION PRO-
GRAM. 

Effective not later than 120 days after the 
effective date of this subtitle, the Secretary 
shall establish and administer a dairy pro-
duction margin protection program under 
which participating dairy operations are 
paid— 

(1) basic production margin protection pro-
gram payments under section 1414 when ac-
tual dairy production margins are less than 
the threshold levels for such payments; and 

(2) supplemental production margin pro-
tection program payments under section 1415 
if purchased by a participating dairy oper-
ation. 
SEC. 1412. PARTICIPATION OF DAIRY OPER-

ATIONS IN PRODUCTION MARGIN 
PROTECTION PROGRAM. 

(a) ELIGIBILITY.—All dairy operations in 
the United States shall be eligible to partici-
pate in the production margin protection 
program, except that a participating dairy 
operation shall be required to register with 
the Secretary before the participating dairy 
operation may receive— 

(1) basic production margin protection pro-
gram payments under section 1414; and 

(2) if the participating dairy operation pur-
chases supplemental production margin pro-
tection under section 1415, supplemental pro-
duction margin protection program pay-
ments under such section. 

(b) REGISTRATION PROCESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall speci-

fy the manner and form by which a partici-
pating dairy operation may register to par-
ticipate in the production margin protection 
program. 

(2) TREATMENT OF MULTIPRODUCER DAIRY 
OPERATIONS.—If a participating dairy oper-
ation is operated by more than 1 dairy pro-
ducer, all of the dairy producers of the par-
ticipating dairy operation shall be treated as 
a single dairy operation for purposes of— 

(A) registration to receive basic production 
margin protection and election to purchase 
supplemental production margin protection; 

(B) payment of the participation fee under 
subsection (d) and producer premiums under 
section 1415; and 

(C) participation in the stabilization pro-
gram under subtitle B. 

(3) TREATMENT OF PRODUCERS WITH MUL-
TIPLE DAIRY OPERATIONS.—If a dairy producer 
operates 2 or more dairy operations, each 
dairy operation of the producer shall sepa-
rately register to receive basic production 
margin protection and purchase supple-
mental production margin protection and 
only those dairy operations so registered 
shall be covered by the stabilization pro-
gram. 

(c) TIME FOR REGISTRATION.— 
(1) EXISTING DAIRY OPERATIONS.—During 

the 15-month period beginning on the date of 
the initiation of the registration period for 
the production margin protection program, a 
dairy operation that is actively engaged as 

of such date may register with the Sec-
retary— 

(A) to receive basic production margin pro-
tection; and 

(B) if the dairy operation elects, to pur-
chase supplemental production margin pro-
tection. 

(2) NEW ENTRANTS.—A dairy producer that 
has no existing interest in a dairy operation 
as of the date of the initiation of the reg-
istration period for the production margin 
protection program, but that, after such 
date, establishes a new dairy operation, may 
register with the Secretary during the 1-year 
period beginning on the date on which the 
dairy operation first markets milk commer-
cially— 

(A) to receive basic production margin pro-
tection; and 

(B) if the dairy operation elects, to pur-
chase supplemental production margin pro-
tection. 

(d) TRANSITION FROM MILC TO PRODUCTION 
MARGIN PROTECTION.— 

(1) DEFINITION OF TRANSITION PERIOD.—In 
this subsection, the term ‘‘transition period’’ 
means the period during which the milk in-
come loss program established under section 
1506 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8773) and the production 
margin protection program under this sub-
title are both in existence. 

(2) NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY.—Not later 
than 30 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall publish a notice 
in the Federal Register to inform dairy oper-
ations of the availability of basic production 
margin protection and supplemental produc-
tion margin protection, including the terms 
of the protection and information about the 
option of dairy operations during the transi-
tion period to make an election described in 
paragraph (3). 

(3) ELECTION.—Except as provided in para-
graph (4), a dairy operation may elect to par-
ticipate in either the milk income loss pro-
gram established under section 1506 of the 
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
(7 U.S.C. 8773) or the production margin pro-
tection program under this subtitle for the 
duration of the transition period. 

(4) TRANSFER TO PRODUCTION MARGIN PRO-
TECTION.—A dairy operation that elects to 
participate in the milk income loss program 
established under section 1506 of the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 8773) during the transition period 
may, at any time, make a permanent trans-
fer to the production margin protection pro-
gram. 

(e) ADMINISTRATION FEE.— 
(1) ADMINISTRATION FEE REQUIRED.—Except 

as provided in paragraph (5), a participating 
dairy operation shall— 

(A) pay an administration fee under this 
subsection to register to participate in the 
production margin protection program; and 

(B) pay the administration fee annually 
thereafter to continue to participate in the 
production margin protection program. 

(2) FEE AMOUNT.—The administration fee 
for a participating dairy operation for a cal-
endar year shall be based on the pounds of 
milk (in millions) marketed by the partici-
pating dairy operation in the previous cal-
endar year, as follows: 

Pounds Marketed 
(in millions) Administration Fee 

less than 1 $100 
1 to 5 $250 

more than 5 to 10 $350 
more than 10 to 40 $1,000 

more than 40 $2,500. 

(3) DEPOSIT OF FEES.—All administration 
fees collected under this subsection shall be 
credited to the fund or account used to cover 
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the costs incurred to administer the produc-
tion margin protection program and the sta-
bilization program and shall be available to 
the Secretary, without further appropriation 
and until expended, for use or transfer as 
provided in paragraph (4). 

(4) USE OF FEES.—The Secretary shall use 
administration fees collected under this sub-
section— 

(A) to cover administrative costs of the 
production margin protection program and 
stabilization program; and 

(B) to cover costs of the Department of Ag-
riculture relating to reporting of dairy mar-
ket news, carrying out the amendments 
made by section 1476, and carrying out sec-
tion 273 of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 
1946 (7 U.S.C. 1637b), to the extent funds re-
main available after operation of subpara-
graph (A). 

(5) WAIVER.—The Secretary shall waive or 
reduce the administration fee required under 
paragraph (1) in the case of a limited-re-
source dairy operation, as defined by the 
Secretary. 

(f) LIMITATION.—A dairy operation may 
only participate in the production margin 
protection program or the livestock gross 
margin for dairy program under the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.), but 
not both. 
SEC. 1413. PRODUCTION HISTORY OF PARTICI-

PATING DAIRY OPERATIONS. 
(a) PRODUCTION HISTORY FOR BASIC PRODUC-

TION MARGIN PROTECTION.— 
(1) DETERMINATION REQUIRED.—For pur-

poses of providing basic production margin 
protection, the Secretary shall determine 
the basic production history of a partici-
pating dairy operation. 

(2) CALCULATION.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (3), the basic production history of 
a participating dairy operation for basic pro-
duction margin protection is equal to the 
highest annual milk marketings of the par-
ticipating dairy operation during any 1 of 
the 3 calendar years immediately preceding 
the calendar year in which the participating 
dairy operation first signed up to participate 
in the production margin protection pro-
gram. 

(3) ELECTION BY NEW DAIRY OPERATIONS.—In 
the case of a participating dairy operation 
that has been in operation for less than a 
year, the participating dairy operation shall 
elect 1 of the following methods for the Sec-
retary to determine the basic production his-
tory of the participating dairy operation: 

(A) The volume of the actual milk mar-
ketings for the months the participating 
dairy operation has been in operation extrap-
olated to a yearly amount. 

(B) An estimate of the actual milk mar-
ketings of the participating dairy operation 
based on the herd size of the participating 
dairy operation relative to the national roll-
ing herd average data published by the Sec-
retary. 

(4) NO CHANGE IN PRODUCTION HISTORY FOR 
BASIC PRODUCTION MARGIN PROTECTION.—Once 
the basic production history of a partici-
pating dairy operation is determined under 
paragraph (2) or (3), the basic production his-
tory shall not be subsequently changed for 
purposes of determining the amount of any 
basic production margin protection pay-
ments for the participating dairy operation 
made under section 1414. 

(b) ANNUAL PRODUCTION HISTORY FOR SUP-
PLEMENTAL PRODUCTION MARGIN PROTEC-
TION.— 

(1) DETERMINATION REQUIRED.—For pur-
poses of providing supplemental production 
margin protection for a participating dairy 
operation that purchases supplemental pro-
duction margin protection for a year under 
section 1415, the Secretary shall determine 
the annual production history of the partici-
pating dairy operation under paragraph (2). 

(2) CALCULATION.—The annual production 
history of a participating dairy operation for 
a year is equal to the actual milk mar-
ketings of the participating dairy operation 
during the preceding calendar year. 

(3) NEW DAIRY OPERATIONS.—Subsection 
(a)(3) shall apply with respect to determining 
the annual production history of a partici-
pating dairy operation that has been in oper-
ation for less than a year. 

(c) REQUIRED INFORMATION.—A partici-
pating dairy operation shall provide all in-
formation that the Secretary may require in 
order to establish— 

(1) the basic production history of the par-
ticipating dairy operation under subsection 
(a); and 

(2) the production history of the partici-
pating dairy operation whenever the partici-
pating dairy operation purchases supple-
mental production margin protection under 
section 1415. 

(d) TRANSFER OF PRODUCTION HISTORIES.— 
(1) TRANSFER BY SALE OR LEASE.—In pro-

mulgating the rules to initiate the produc-
tion margin protection program, the Sec-
retary shall specify the conditions under 
which and the manner by which the produc-
tion history of a participating dairy oper-
ation may be transferred by sale or lease. 

(2) COVERAGE LEVEL.— 
(A) BASIC PRODUCTION MARGIN PROTEC-

TION.—A purchaser or lessee to whom the 
Secretary transfers a basic production his-
tory under this subsection shall not obtain a 
different level of basic production margin 
protection than the basic production margin 
protection coverage held by the seller or les-
sor from whom the transfer was obtained. 

(B) SUPPLEMENTAL PRODUCTION MARGIN 
PROTECTION.—A purchaser or lessee to whom 
the Secretary transfers an annual production 
history under this subsection shall not ob-
tain a different level of supplemental produc-
tion margin protection coverage than the 
supplemental production margin protection 
coverage in effect for the seller or lessor 
from whom the transfer was obtained for the 
calendar year in which the transfer was 
made. 

(e) MOVEMENT AND TRANSFER OF PRODUC-
TION HISTORY.— 

(1) MOVEMENT AND TRANSFER AUTHORIZED.— 
Subject to paragraph (2), if a participating 
dairy operation moves from 1 location to an-
other location, the participating dairy oper-
ation may transfer the basic production his-
tory and annual production history associ-
ated with the participating dairy operation. 

(2) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—A partici-
pating dairy operation shall notify the Sec-
retary of any move of a participating dairy 
operation under paragraph (1). 

(3) SUBSEQUENT OCCUPATION OF VACATED LO-
CATION.—A party subsequently occupying a 
participating dairy operation location va-
cated as described in paragraph (1) shall have 
no interest in the basic production history or 
annual production history previously associ-
ated with the participating dairy operation 
at such location. 
SEC. 1414. BASIC PRODUCTION MARGIN PROTEC-

TION. 
(a) PAYMENT THRESHOLD.—The Secretary 

shall make a payment to participating dairy 
operations in accordance with subsection (b) 
whenever the average actual dairy produc-
tion margin for a consecutive 2-month period 
is less than $4.00 per hundredweight of milk. 

(b) BASIC PRODUCTION MARGIN PROTECTION 
PAYMENT.—The basic production margin pro-
tection payment for a participating dairy op-
eration for a consecutive 2-month period 
shall be equal to the product obtained by 
multiplying— 

(1) the difference between the average ac-
tual dairy production margin for the con-
secutive 2-month period and $4.00, except 
that, if the difference is more than $4.00, the 
Secretary shall use $4.00; by 

(2) the lesser of— 
(A) 80 percent of the production history of 

the participating dairy operation, divided by 
6; or 

(B) the actual quantity of milk marketed 
by the participating dairy operation during 
the consecutive 2-month period. 

SEC. 1415. SUPPLEMENTAL PRODUCTION MARGIN 
PROTECTION. 

(a) ELECTION OF SUPPLEMENTAL PRODUC-
TION MARGIN PROTECTION.—A participating 
dairy operation may annually purchase sup-
plemental production margin protection to 
protect, during the calendar year for which 
purchased, a higher level of the income of a 
participating dairy operation than the in-
come level guaranteed by basic production 
margin protection under section 1414. 

(b) SELECTION OF PAYMENT THRESHOLD.—A 
participating dairy operation purchasing 
supplemental production margin protection 
for a year shall elect a coverage level that is 
higher, in any increment of $0.50, than the 
payment threshold for basic production mar-
gin protection specified in section 1414(a), 
but not to exceed $8.00. 

(c) COVERAGE PERCENTAGE.—A partici-
pating dairy operation purchasing supple-
mental production margin protection for a 
year shall elect a percentage of coverage 
equal to not more than 90 percent, nor less 
than 25 percent, of the annual production 
history of the participating dairy operation. 

(d) PREMIUMS FOR SUPPLEMENTAL PRODUC-
TION MARGIN PROTECTION.— 

(1) PREMIUMS REQUIRED.—A participating 
dairy operation that purchases supplemental 
production margin protection shall pay an 
annual premium equal to the product ob-
tained by multiplying— 

(A) the coverage percentage elected by the 
participating dairy operation under sub-
section (c); 

(B) the annual production history of the 
participating dairy operation; and 

(C) the premium per hundredweight of 
milk, as specified in the applicable table 
under paragraph (2) or (3). 

(2) PREMIUM PER HUNDREDWEIGHT FOR FIRST 
4 MILLION POUNDS OF PRODUCTION.—For the 
first 4,000,000 pounds of milk marketings in-
cluded in the annual production history of a 
participating dairy operation, the premium 
per hundredweight corresponding to each 
coverage level specified in the following 
table is as follows: 

Coverage Level Premium per Cwt. 

$4.50 $0.01 
$5.00 $0.02 
$5.50 $0.035 
$6.00 $0.045 
$6.50 $0.09 
$7.00 $0.40 
$7.50 $0.60 
$8.00 $0.95. 

(3) PREMIUM PER HUNDREDWEIGHT FOR PRO-
DUCTION IN EXCESS OF 4 MILLION POUNDS.—For 
milk marketings in excess of 4,000,000 pounds 
included in the annual production history of 
a participating dairy operation, the premium 
per hundredweight corresponding to each 
coverage level is as follows: 

Coverage Level Premium per Cwt. 

$4.50 $0.02 
$5.00 $0.04 
$5.50 $0.10 
$6.00 $0.15 
$6.50 $0.29 
$7.00 $0.62 
$7.50 $0.83 
$8.00 $1.06. 

(4) TIME FOR PAYMENT.—In promulgating 
the rules to initiate the production margin 
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protection program, the Secretary shall pro-
vide more than 1 method by which a partici-
pating dairy operation that purchases sup-
plemental production margin protection for 
a calendar year may pay the premium under 
this subsection for that year in any manner 
that maximizes participating dairy oper-
ation payment flexibility and program integ-
rity. 

(e) PREMIUM OBLIGATIONS.— 
(1) PRO-RATION OF PREMIUM FOR NEW DAIRY 

OPERATIONS.—A participating dairy oper-
ation described in section 1412(c)(2) that pur-
chases supplemental production margin pro-
tection for a calendar year after the start of 
the calendar year shall pay a pro-rated pre-
mium for that calendar year based on the 
portion of the calendar year for which the 
participating dairy operation purchases the 
coverage. 

(2) LEGAL OBLIGATION.—A participating 
dairy operation that purchases supplemental 
production margin protection for a calendar 
year shall be legally obligated to pay the ap-
plicable premium for that calendar year, ex-
cept that the Secretary may waive that obli-
gation, under terms and conditions deter-
mined by the Secretary, for 1 or more pro-
ducers in any participating dairy operation 
in the case of death, retirement, permanent 
dissolution of a participating dairy oper-
ation, or other circumstances as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to ensure the 
integrity of the program. 

(f) SUPPLEMENTAL PAYMENT THRESHOLD.—A 
participating dairy operation with supple-
mental production margin protection shall 
receive a supplemental production margin 
protection payment whenever the average 
actual dairy production margin for a con-
secutive 2-month period is less than the cov-
erage level threshold selected by the partici-
pating dairy operation under subsection (b). 

(g) SUPPLEMENTAL PRODUCTION MARGIN 
PROTECTION PAYMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The supplemental produc-
tion margin protection payment for a par-
ticipating dairy operation is in addition to 
the basic production margin protection pay-
ment. 

(2) AMOUNT OF PAYMENT.—The supple-
mental production margin protection pay-
ment for the participating dairy operation 
shall be determined as follows: 

(A) The Secretary shall calculate the dif-
ference between the coverage level threshold 
selected by the participating dairy operation 
under subsection (b) and the greater of— 

(i) the average actual dairy production 
margin for the consecutive 2-month period; 
or 

(ii) $4.00. 
(B) The amount determined under subpara-

graph (A) shall be multiplied by the percent-
age selected by the participating dairy oper-
ation under subsection (c) and by the lesser 
of the following: 

(i) The annual production history of the 
participating dairy operation, divided by 6. 

(ii) The actual amount of milk marketed 
by the participating dairy operation during 
the consecutive 2-month period. 
SEC. 1416. EFFECT OF FAILURE TO PAY ADMINIS-

TRATION FEES OR PREMIUMS. 
(a) LOSS OF BENEFITS.—A participating 

dairy operation that fails to pay the required 
administration fee under section 1412 or is in 
arrears on premium payments for supple-
mental production margin protection under 
section 1415— 

(1) remains legally obligated to pay the ad-
ministration fee or premiums, as the case 
may be; and 

(2) may not receive basic production mar-
gin protection payments or supplemental 
production margin protection payments 
until the fees or premiums are fully paid. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may 
take such action as necessary to collect ad-
ministration fees and premium payments for 
supplemental production margin protection. 

Subpart B—Dairy Market Stabilization 
Program 

SEC. 1431. ESTABLISHMENT OF DAIRY MARKET 
STABILIZATION PROGRAM. 

(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED; PURPOSE.—Effec-
tive not later than 120 days after the effec-
tive date of this subtitle, the Secretary shall 
establish and administer a dairy market sta-
bilization program applicable to partici-
pating dairy operations for the purpose of as-
sisting in balancing the supply of milk with 
demand when participating dairy operations 
are experiencing low or negative operating 
margins. 

(b) ELECTION OF STABILIZATION PROGRAM 
BASE CALCULATION METHOD.— 

(1) ELECTION.—When a dairy operation 
signs up under section 1412 to participate in 
the production margin protection program, 
the dairy operation shall inform the Sec-
retary of the method by which the stabiliza-
tion program base for the participating dairy 
operation will be calculated under paragraph 
(3). 

(2) CHANGE IN CALCULATION METHOD.—A par-
ticipating dairy operation may change the 
stabilization program base calculation meth-
od to be used for a calendar year by noti-
fying the Secretary of the change not later 
than a date determined by the Secretary. 

(3) CALCULATION METHODS.—A participating 
dairy operation may elect either of the fol-
lowing methods for calculation of the sta-
bilization program base for the participating 
dairy operation: 

(A) The volume of the average monthly 
milk marketings of the participating dairy 
operation for the 3 months immediately pre-
ceding the announcement by the Secretary 
that the stabilization program will become 
effective. 

(B) The volume of the monthly milk mar-
ketings of the participating dairy operation 
for the same month in the preceding year as 
the month for which the Secretary has an-
nounced the stabilization program will be-
come effective. 
SEC. 1432. THRESHOLD FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

AND REDUCTION IN DAIRY PAY-
MENTS. 

(a) WHEN STABILIZATION PROGRAM RE-
QUIRED.—Except as provided in subsection 
(b), the Secretary shall announce that the 
stabilization program is in effect and order 
reduced payments by handlers to partici-
pating dairy operations that exceed the ap-
plicable percentage of the participating 
dairy operation’s stabilization program base 
whenever— 

(1) the actual dairy production margin has 
been $6.00 or less per hundredweight of milk 
for each of the immediately preceding 2 
months; or 

(2) the actual dairy production margin has 
been $4.00 or less per hundredweight of milk 
for the immediately preceding month. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—If any of the conditions de-
scribed in section 1436(b) have been met dur-
ing the 2-month period immediately pre-
ceding the month in which the announce-
ment under subsection (a) would otherwise 
be made by the Secretary in the absence of 
this exception, the Secretary shall— 

(1) suspend the stabilization program; 
(2) refrain from making the announcement 

under subsection (a) to implement order the 
stabilization payment; or 

(3) order reduced payments. 
(c) EFFECTIVE DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

OF PAYMENT REDUCTIONS.—Reductions in 
dairy payments shall commence beginning 
on the first day of the month immediately 
following the date of the announcement by 
the Secretary under subsection (a). 

SEC. 1433. MILK MARKETINGS INFORMATION. 
(a) COLLECTION OF MILK MARKETING 

DATA.—The Secretary shall establish, by reg-
ulation, a process to collect from partici-
pating dairy operations and handlers such 
information that the Secretary considers 
necessary for each month during which the 
stabilization program is in effect. 

(b) REDUCE REGULATORY BURDEN.—When 
implementing the process under subsection 
(a), the Secretary shall minimize the regu-
latory burden on participating dairy oper-
ations and handlers. 
SEC. 1434. CALCULATION AND COLLECTION OF 

REDUCED DAIRY OPERATION PAY-
MENTS. 

(a) REDUCED PARTICIPATING DAIRY OPER-
ATION PAYMENTS REQUIRED.—During any 
month in which payment reductions are in 
effect under the stabilization program, each 
handler shall reduce payments to each par-
ticipating dairy operation from whom the 
handler receives milk. 

(b) REDUCTIONS BASED ON ACTUAL DAIRY 
PRODUCTION MARGIN.— 

(1) REDUCTION REQUIREMENT 1.—If the Sec-
retary determines that the average actual 
dairy production margin has been less than 
$6.00 but greater than $5.00 per hundred-
weight of milk for 2 consecutive months, the 
handler shall make payments to a partici-
pating dairy operation for a month based on 
the greater of the following: 

(A) 98 percent of the stabilization program 
base of the participating dairy operation. 

(B) 94 percent of the marketings of milk 
for the month by the participating dairy op-
eration. 

(2) REDUCTION REQUIREMENT 2.—If the Sec-
retary determines that the average actual 
dairy production margin has been less than 
$5.00 but greater than $4.00 for 2 consecutive 
months, the handler shall make payments to 
a participating dairy operation for a month 
based on the greater of the following: 

(A) 97 percent of the stabilization program 
base of the participating dairy operation. 

(B) 93 percent of the marketings of milk 
for the month by the participating dairy op-
eration. 

(3) REDUCTION REQUIREMENT 3.—If the Sec-
retary determines that the average actual 
dairy production margin has been $4.00 or 
less for any 1 month, the handler shall make 
payments to a participating dairy operation 
for a month based on the greater of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) 96 percent of the stabilization program 
base of the participating dairy operation. 

(B) 92 percent of the marketings of milk 
for the month by the participating dairy op-
eration. 

(c) CONTINUATION OF REDUCTIONS.—The 
largest level of payment reduction required 
under paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of subsection 
(b) shall be continued for each month until 
the Secretary suspends the stabilization pro-
gram and terminates payment reductions in 
accordance with section 1436. 

(d) PAYMENT REDUCTION EXCEPTION.—Not-
withstanding any preceding subsection of 
this section, a handler shall make no pay-
ment reductions for a participating dairy op-
eration for a month if the participating 
dairy operation’s milk marketings for the 
month are equal to or less than the percent-
age of the stabilization program base appli-
cable to the participating dairy operation 
under paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of subsection 
(b). 
SEC. 1435. REMITTING FUNDS TO THE SEC-

RETARY AND USE OF FUNDS. 
(a) REMITTING FUNDS.—As soon as prac-

ticable after the end of each month during 
which payment reductions are in effect 
under the stabilization program, each han-
dler shall remit to the Secretary an amount 
equal to the amount by which payments to 
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participating dairy operations are reduced 
by the handler under section 1434. 

(b) DEPOSIT OF REMITTED FUNDS.—All funds 
received under subsection (a) shall be avail-
able to the Secretary, without further appro-
priation and until expended, for use or trans-
fer as provided in subsection (c). 

(c) USE OF FUNDS.— 
(1) AVAILABILITY FOR CERTAIN COMMODITY 

DONATIONS.—Not later than 90 days after the 
funds described in subsection (a) are due as 
determined by the Secretary, the Secretary 
shall obligate the funds for the purpose of— 

(A) purchasing dairy products for donation 
to food banks and other programs that the 
Secretary determines appropriate; and 

(B) expanding consumption and building 
demand for dairy products. 

(2) NO DUPLICATION OF EFFORT.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that expenditures under 
paragraph (1) are compatible with, and do 
not duplicate, programs supported by the 
dairy research and promotion activities con-
ducted under the Dairy Production Stabiliza-
tion Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 4501 et seq.). 

(3) ACCOUNTING.—The Secretary shall keep 
an accurate account of all funds expended 
under paragraph (1). 

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than De-
cember 31 of each year that the stabilization 
program is in effect, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of 
the Senate a report that provides an accu-
rate accounting of— 

(1) the funds received by the Secretary dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year under sub-
section (a); 

(2) all expenditures made by the Secretary 
under subsection (b) during the preceding fis-
cal year; and 

(3) the impact of the stabilization program 
on dairy markets. 

(e) ENFORCEMENT.—If a participating dairy 
operation or handler fails to remit or collect 
the amounts by which payments to partici-
pating dairy operations are reduced under 
section 1434, the participating dairy oper-
ation or handler responsible for the failure 
shall be liable to the Secretary for the 
amount that should have been remitted or 
collected, plus interest. In addition to the 
enforcement authorities available under sec-
tion 1437, the Secretary may enforce this 
subsection in the courts of the United 
States. 
SEC. 1436. SUSPENSION OF REDUCED PAYMENT 

REQUIREMENT. 
(a) DETERMINATION OF PRICES.—For pur-

poses of this section: 
(1) The price in the United States for ched-

dar cheese and nonfat dry milk shall be de-
termined by the Secretary. 

(2) The world price of cheddar cheese and 
skim milk powder shall be determined by the 
Secretary. 

(b) SUSPENSION THRESHOLDS.—The sta-
bilization program shall be suspended or the 
Secretary shall refrain from making the an-
nouncement under section 1432(a) if the Sec-
retary determines that— 

(1) the actual dairy production margin is 
greater than $6.00 per hundredweight of milk 
for 2 consecutive months; 

(2) the actual dairy production margin is 
equal to or less than $6.00 (but greater than 
$5.00) for 2 consecutive months, and during 
the same 2 consecutive months— 

(A) the price in the United States for ched-
dar cheese is equal to or greater than the 
world price of cheddar cheese; or 

(B) the price in the United States for non-
fat dry milk is equal to or greater than the 
world price of skim milk powder; 

(3) the actual dairy production margin is 
equal to or less than $5.00 (but greater than 
$4.00) for 2 consecutive months, and during 
the same 2 consecutive months— 

(A) the price in the United States for ched-
dar cheese is more than 5 percent above the 
world price of cheddar cheese; or 

(B) the price in the United States for non-
fat dry milk is more than 5 percent above 
the world price of skim milk powder; or 

(4) the actual dairy production margin is 
equal to or less than $4.00 for 2 consecutive 
months, and during the same 2 consecutive 
months— 

(A) the price in the United States for ched-
dar cheese is more than 7 percent above the 
world price of cheddar cheese; or 

(B) the price in the United States for non-
fat dry milk is more than 7 percent above 
the world price of skim milk powder. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION BY HANDLERS.—Effec-
tive on the day after the date of the an-
nouncement by the Secretary under sub-
section (b) of the suspension of the stabiliza-
tion program, the handler shall cease reduc-
ing payments to participating dairy oper-
ations under the stabilization program. 

(d) CONDITION ON RESUMPTION OF STABILIZA-
TION PROGRAM.—Upon the announcement by 
the Secretary under subsection (b) that the 
stabilization program has been suspended, 
the stabilization program may not be imple-
mented again until, at the earliest— 

(1) 2 months have passed, beginning on the 
first day of the month immediately fol-
lowing the announcement by the Secretary; 
and 

(2) the conditions of section 1432(a) are 
again met. 
SEC. 1437. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) UNLAWFUL ACT.—It shall be unlawful 
and a violation of the this subpart for any 
person subject to the stabilization program 
to willfully fail or refuse to provide, or delay 
the timely reporting of, accurate informa-
tion and remittance of funds to the Sec-
retary in accordance with this subpart. 

(b) ORDER.—After providing notice and op-
portunity for a hearing to an affected person, 
the Secretary may issue an order against 
any person to cease and desist from con-
tinuing any violation of this subpart. 

(c) APPEAL.—An order of the Secretary 
under subsection (b) shall be final and con-
clusive unless an affected person files an ap-
peal of the order of the Secretary in United 
States district court not later than 30 days 
after the date of the issuance of the order. A 
finding of the Secretary in the order shall be 
set aside only if the finding is not supported 
by substantial evidence. 

(d) NONCOMPLIANCE WITH ORDER.—If a per-
son subject to this subpart fails to obey an 
order issued under subsection (b) after the 
order has become final and unappealable, or 
after the appropriate United States district 
court has entered a final judgment in favor 
of the Secretary, the United States may 
apply to the appropriate United States dis-
trict court for enforcement of the order. If 
the court determines that the order was law-
fully made and duly served and that the per-
son violated the order, the court shall en-
force the order. 
SEC. 1438. AUDIT REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) AUDITS OF DAIRY OPERATION AND HAN-
DLER COMPLIANCE.— 

(1) AUDITS AUTHORIZED.—If determined by 
the Secretary to be necessary to ensure com-
pliance by participating dairy operations and 
handlers with the stabilization program, the 
Secretary may conduct periodic audits of 
participating dairy operations and handlers. 

(2) SAMPLE OF DAIRY OPERATIONS.—Any 
audit conducted under this subsection shall 
include, at a minimum, investigation of a 
statistically valid and random sample of par-
ticipating dairy operations. 

(b) SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.—The Sec-
retary shall submit the results of any audit 
conducted under subsection (a) to the Com-

mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate and include such recommendations as 
the Secretary considers appropriate regard-
ing the stabilization program. 
SEC. 1439. STUDY; REPORT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall di-
rect the Office of the Chief Economist to 
conduct a study of the impacts of the pro-
gram established under section 1431(a). 

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—The study conducted 
under subsection (a) shall consider— 

(1) the economic impact of the program 
throughout the dairy product value chain, 
including the impact on producers, proc-
essors, domestic customers, export cus-
tomers, actual market growth and potential 
market growth, farms of different sizes, and 
different regions and States; and 

(2) the impact of the program on the com-
petitiveness of the United States dairy in-
dustry in international markets. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than December 1, 
2017, the Office of the Chief Economist shall 
submit to the Committee on Agriculture of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate a report that describes 
the results of the study conducted under sub-
section (a). 

Subpart C—Administration 
SEC. 1451. DURATION. 

The production margin protection program 
and the stabilization program shall end on 
December 31, 2018. 
SEC. 1452. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
mulgate regulations to address administra-
tive and enforcement issues involved in car-
rying out the production margin protection, 
supplemental production margin protection, 
and market stabilization programs. 

(b) RECONSTITUTION AND ELIGIBILITY 
ISSUES.— 

(1) RECONSTITUTION.—Using authorities 
under section 1001(f) and 1001B of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308(f), 1308–2), 
the Secretary shall promulgate regulations 
to prohibit a dairy producer from reconsti-
tuting a dairy operation for the sole purpose 
of the dairy producer— 

(A) receiving basic margin protection; 
(B) purchasing supplemental margin pro-

tection; or 
(C) avoiding participation in the market 

stabilization program. 
(2) ELIGIBILITY ISSUES.—Using authorities 

under section 1001(f) and 1001B of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308(f), 1308–2), 
the Secretary shall promulgate regulations— 

(A) to prohibit a scheme or device; 
(B) to provide for equitable relief; and 
(C) to provide for other issues affecting eli-

gibility and liability issues. 
(3) ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS.—Using au-

thorities under section 1001(h) of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308(h)) and 
subtitle H of the Department of Agriculture 
Reorganization Act (7 U.S.C. 6991 et seq.), the 
Secretary shall promulgate regulations to 
provide for administrative appeals of deci-
sions of the Secretary that are adverse to 
participants of the programs described in 
subsection (a). 
PART II—DAIRY MARKET TRANSPARENCY 
SEC. 1461. DAIRY PRODUCT MANDATORY RE-

PORTING. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 272(1)(A) of the 

Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 
1637a(1)(A)) is amended by inserting ‘‘, or any 
other products that may significantly aid 
price discovery in the dairy markets, as de-
termined by the Secretary’’ after ‘‘of 1937’’. 

(b) MANDATORY REPORTING FOR DAIRY 
PRODUCTS.—Section 273(b) of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 
1637b(b)) is amended— 
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(1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 

the following new paragraph: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In establishing the pro-

gram, the Secretary shall only— 
‘‘(A)(i) subject to the conditions described 

in paragraph (2), require each manufacturer 
to report to the Secretary, more frequently 
than once per month, information con-
cerning the price, quantity, and moisture 
content of dairy products sold by the manu-
facturer and any other product characteris-
tics that may significantly aid price dis-
covery in the dairy markets, as determined 
by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) modify the format used to provide the 
information on the day before the date of en-
actment of this subtitle to ensure that the 
information can be readily understood by 
market participants; and 

‘‘(B) require each manufacturer and other 
person storing dairy products (including 
dairy products in cold storage) to report to 
the Secretary, more frequently than once per 
month, information on the quantity of dairy 
products stored.’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or those 
that may significantly aid price discovery in 
the dairy markets’’ after ‘‘Federal milk mar-
keting order’’ each place it appears in sub-
paragraphs (A), (B), and (C). 
SEC. 1462. FEDERAL MILK MARKETING ORDER 

PROGRAM PRE-HEARING PROCE-
DURE FOR CLASS III PRICING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall use 
the pre-hearing procedure described in this 
section to consider alternative formulas for 
Class III milk product pricing under section 
8c of the Agricultural Adjustment Act (7 
U.S.C. 608c), reenacted with amendments by 
the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act 
of 1937. 

(b) REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall issue a request for the sub-
mission by interested persons of preliminary 
proposals for replacement of the Class III 
milk product pricing formula. 

(2) PRELIMINARY PROPOSALS.—Preliminary 
proposals submitted under paragraph (1)— 

(A) may include competitive pay price for-
mulas; and 

(B) shall provide sufficient detail in con-
cept to serve as the basis for the convening 
by the Secretary of a public information ses-
sion for review and discussion in accordance 
with section 900.24 of title 7, Code of Federal 
Regulations (as in effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act), but need not conform 
with the other procedural requirements of 
part 900 of title 7, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (as in effect on the date of enactment 
of this Act). 

(c) PRE-HEARING INFORMATION SESSION RE-
VIEW.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date on which the Secretary issues 
a request under subsection (b)(1), the Sec-
retary shall convene a public information 
session in accordance with section 900.24 of 
title 7, Code of Federal Regulations (as in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act). 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall re-
view all preliminary proposals submitted 
under this section that are of sufficient con-
ceptual detail to allow for the review de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(2)(B). 

(d) HEARING DETERMINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the conduct of the public information 
session under subsection (c), the Secretary 
shall determine whether to conduct a formal 
hearing in accordance with part 900 of title 7, 
Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on 
the date of enactment of this Act). 

(2) HEARING TO BE CONDUCTED.—If the Sec-
retary determines under paragraph (1) to 
conduct a formal hearing, the Secretary 

shall issue notice and conduct the hearing in 
accordance with part 900 of title 7, Code of 
Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date 
of enactment of this Act). 

(3) HEARING NOT TO BE CONDUCTED.—If the 
Secretary determines under paragraph (1) 
not to conduct a formal hearing, not later 
than 90 days after that determination, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion and Forestry of the Senate a written re-
port that explains the basis for the decision. 

(e) PROCEEDING WITH A HEARING AT ANY 
TIME.—Consistent with the purposes of this 
section, the Secretary may dispense with the 
pre-hearing requirements of this section and 
initiate at any time a formal hearing under 
part 900 of title 7, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (as in effect on the date of enactment 
of this Act). 
PART III—REPEAL OR REAUTHORIZATION 
OF OTHER DAIRY-RELATED PROVISIONS 

SEC. 1471. REPEAL OF DAIRY PRODUCT PRICE 
SUPPORT AND MILK INCOME LOSS 
CONTRACT PROGRAMS. 

(a) REPEAL OF DAIRY PRODUCT PRICE SUP-
PORT PROGRAM.—Section 1501 of the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 8771) is repealed. 

(b) REPEAL OF MILK INCOME LOSS CONTRACT 
PROGRAM.— 

(1) PAYMENTS UNDER MILK INCOME LOSS CON-
TRACT PROGRAM.—Section 1506(c)(3) of the 
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
(7 U.S.C. 8773(c)(3)) is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting 
‘‘and’’ after the semicolon; 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘Au-
gust 31, 2013, 45 percent; and’’ and inserting 
‘‘June 30, 2014, 45 percent.’’; and 

(C) by striking subparagraph (C). 
(2) EXTENSION.—Section 1506(h)(1) of the 

Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
(7 U.S.C. 8773(h)(1)) is amended by striking 
‘‘September 30, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘June 30, 
2014’’. 

(3) REPEAL.—Effective July 1, 2014, section 
1506 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8773) is repealed. 
SEC. 1472. REPEAL OF DAIRY EXPORT INCENTIVE 

PROGRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 153 of the Food Secu-

rity Act of 1985 (15 U.S.C. 713a–14) is repealed. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 

902(2) of the Trade Sanctions Reform and Ex-
port Enhancement Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7201(2)) is amended— 

(1) by striking subparagraph (D); and 
(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (E) and 

(F) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
tively. 
SEC. 1473. EXTENSION OF DAIRY FORWARD PRIC-

ING PROGRAM. 
Section 1502(e) of the Food, Conservation, 

and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8772(e)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘2015’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2021’’. 
SEC. 1474. EXTENSION OF DAIRY INDEMNITY 

PROGRAM. 
Section 3 of Public Law 90–484 (7 U.S.C. 

450l) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 1475. EXTENSION OF DAIRY PROMOTION 

AND RESEARCH PROGRAM. 
Section 113(e)(2) of the Dairy Production 

Stabilization Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 4504(e)(2)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 1476. EXTENSION OF FEDERAL MILK MAR-

KETING ORDER REVIEW COMMIS-
SION. 

Section 1509(a) of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 

122 Stat. 1726) is amended by inserting ‘‘or 
other funds’’ after ‘‘Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations’’. 

PART IV—FEDERAL MILK MARKETING 
ORDER REFORM 

SEC. 1481. FEDERAL MILK MARKETING ORDERS. 
(a) AMENDMENTS.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide an analysis on the effects of amending 
each Federal milk marketing order issued 
under section 8c of the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 608c), reenacted with 
amendments by the Agricultural Marketing 
Agreement Act of 1937 (in this part referred 
to as a ‘‘milk marketing order’’), as required 
by this section. 

(b) USE OF END-PRODUCT PRICE FOR-
MULAS.—In carrying out subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall— 

(1) consider replacing the use of end-prod-
uct price formulas with other pricing alter-
natives; and 

(2) submit to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate a report describ-
ing the findings of the Secretary on the im-
pact of the action considered under para-
graph (1). 

PART V—EFFECTIVE DATE 
SEC. 1491. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
title, this subtitle and the amendments made 
by this subtitle take effect on October 1, 
2013. 

Subtitle E—Supplemental Agricultural 
Disaster Assistance Programs 

SEC. 1501. SUPPLEMENTAL AGRICULTURAL DIS-
ASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ELIGIBLE PRODUCER ON A FARM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible pro-

ducer on a farm’’ means an individual or en-
tity described in subparagraph (B) that, as 
determined by the Secretary, assumes the 
production and market risks associated with 
the agricultural production of crops or live-
stock. 

(B) DESCRIPTION.—An individual or entity 
referred to in subparagraph (A) is— 

(i) a citizen of the United States; 
(ii) a resident alien; 
(iii) a partnership of citizens of the United 

States; or 
(iv) a corporation, limited liability cor-

poration, or other farm organizational struc-
ture organized under State law. 

(2) FARM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘farm’’ means, 

in relation to an eligible producer on a farm, 
the total of all crop acreage in all counties 
that is planted or intended to be planted for 
harvest, for sale, or on-farm livestock feed-
ing (including native grassland intended for 
haying) by the eligible producer. 

(B) AQUACULTURE.—In the case of aqua-
culture, the term ‘‘farm’’ means, in relation 
to an eligible producer on a farm, all fish 
being produced in all counties that are in-
tended to be harvested for sale by the eligi-
ble producer. 

(C) HONEY.—In the case of honey, the term 
‘‘farm’’ means, in relation to an eligible pro-
ducer on a farm, all bees and beehives in all 
counties that are intended to be harvested 
for a honey crop for sale by the eligible pro-
ducer. 

(3) FARM-RAISED FISH.—The term ‘‘farm- 
raised fish’’ means any aquatic species that 
is propagated and reared in a controlled en-
vironment. 

(4) LIVESTOCK.—The term ‘‘livestock’’ in-
cludes— 

(A) cattle (including dairy cattle); 
(B) bison; 
(C) poultry; 
(D) sheep; 
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(E) swine; 
(F) horses; and 
(G) other livestock, as determined by the 

Secretary. 
(b) LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PAYMENTS.— 
(1) PAYMENTS.—For each of fiscal years 

2012 through 2018, the Secretary shall use 
such sums as are necessary of the funds of 
the Commodity Credit Corporation to make 
livestock indemnity payments to eligible 
producers on farms that have incurred live-
stock death losses in excess of the normal 
mortality, as determined by the Secretary, 
due to— 

(A) attacks by animals reintroduced into 
the wild by the Federal Government or pro-
tected by Federal law, including wolves; or 

(B) adverse weather, as determined by the 
Secretary, during the calendar year, includ-
ing losses due to hurricanes, floods, bliz-
zards, disease, wildfires, extreme heat, and 
extreme cold. 

(2) PAYMENT RATES.—Indemnity payments 
to an eligible producer on a farm under para-
graph (1) shall be made at a rate of 65 per-
cent of the market value of the applicable 
livestock on the day before the date of death 
of the livestock, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR PAYMENTS MADE DUE 
TO DISEASE.—The Secretary shall ensure that 
payments made to an eligible producer under 
paragraph (1) are not made for the same live-
stock losses for which compensation is pro-
vided pursuant to section 10407(d) of the Ani-
mal Health Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8306(d)). 

(c) LIVESTOCK FORAGE DISASTER PRO-
GRAM.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
livestock forage disaster program to provide 
1 source for livestock forage disaster assist-
ance for weather-related forage losses, as de-
termined by the Secretary, by combining— 

(A) the livestock forage assistance func-
tions of— 

(i) the noninsured crop disaster assistance 
program established by section 196 of the 
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7333); and 

(ii) the emergency assistance for livestock, 
honey bees, and farm-raised fish program 
under section 531(e) of the Federal Crop In-
surance Act (7 U.S.C. 1531(e)) (as in existence 
on the day before the date of enactment of 
this Act); and 

(B) the livestock forage disaster program 
under section 531(d) of the Federal Crop In-
surance Act (7 U.S.C. 1531(d)) (as in existence 
on the day before the date of enactment of 
this Act). 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) COVERED LIVESTOCK.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the term ‘‘covered livestock’’ 
means livestock of an eligible livestock pro-
ducer that, during the 60 days prior to the 
beginning date of an eligible forage loss, as 
determined by the Secretary, the eligible 
livestock producer— 

(I) owned; 
(II) leased; 
(III) purchased; 
(IV) entered into a contract to purchase; 
(V) was a contract grower; or 
(VI) sold or otherwise disposed of due to an 

eligible forage loss during— 
(aa) the current production year; or 
(bb) subject to paragraph (4)(B)(ii), 1 or 

both of the 2 production years immediately 
preceding the current production year. 

(ii) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘covered live-
stock’’ does not include livestock that were 
or would have been in a feedlot, on the begin-
ning date of the eligible forage loss, as a part 
of the normal business operation of the eligi-
ble livestock producer, as determined by the 
Secretary. 

(B) DROUGHT MONITOR.—The term ‘‘drought 
monitor’’ means a system for classifying 
drought severity according to a range of ab-
normally dry to exceptional drought, as de-
fined by the Secretary. 

(C) ELIGIBLE FORAGE LOSS.—The term ‘‘eli-
gible forage loss’’ means 1 or more forage 
losses that occur due to weather-related con-
ditions, including drought, flood, blizzard, 
hail, excessive moisture, hurricane, and fire, 
occurring during the normal grazing period, 
as determined by the Secretary, if the for-
age— 

(i) is grown on land that is native or im-
proved pastureland with permanent vegeta-
tive cover; or 

(ii) is a crop planted specifically for the 
purpose of providing grazing for covered live-
stock of an eligible livestock producer. 

(D) ELIGIBLE LIVESTOCK PRODUCER.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible live-

stock producer’’ means an eligible producer 
on a farm that— 

(I) is an owner, cash or share lessee, or con-
tract grower of covered livestock that pro-
vides the pastureland or grazing land, includ-
ing cash-leased pastureland or grazing land, 
for the covered livestock; 

(II) provides the pastureland or grazing 
land for covered livestock, including cash- 
leased pastureland or grazing land that is 
physically located in a county affected by an 
eligible forage loss; 

(III) certifies the eligible forage loss; and 
(IV) meets all other eligibility require-

ments established under this subsection. 
(ii) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘eligible live-

stock producer’’ does not include an owner, 
cash or share lessee, or contract grower of 
livestock that rents or leases pastureland or 
grazing land owned by another person on a 
rate-of-gain basis. 

(E) NORMAL CARRYING CAPACITY.—The term 
‘‘normal carrying capacity’’, with respect to 
each type of grazing land or pastureland in a 
county, means the normal carrying capacity, 
as determined under paragraph (4)(D)(i), that 
would be expected from the grazing land or 
pastureland for livestock during the normal 
grazing period, in the absence of an eligible 
forage loss that diminishes the production of 
the grazing land or pastureland. 

(F) NORMAL GRAZING PERIOD.—The term 
‘‘normal grazing period’’, with respect to a 
county, means the normal grazing period 
during the calendar year for the county, as 
determined under paragraph (4)(D)(i). 

(3) PROGRAM.—For each of fiscal years 2012 
through 2018, the Secretary shall use such 
sums as are necessary of the funds of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation to provide 
compensation under paragraphs (4) through 
(6), as determined by the Secretary for eligi-
ble forage losses affecting covered livestock 
of eligible livestock producers. 

(4) ASSISTANCE FOR ELIGIBLE FORAGE LOSSES 
DUE TO DROUGHT CONDITIONS.— 

(A) ELIGIBLE FORAGE LOSSES.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—An eligible livestock pro-

ducer of covered livestock may receive as-
sistance under this paragraph for eligible 
forage losses that occur due to drought on 
land that— 

(I) is native or improved pastureland with 
permanent vegetative cover; or 

(II) is planted to a crop planted specifically 
for the purpose of providing grazing for cov-
ered livestock. 

(ii) EXCLUSIONS.—An eligible livestock pro-
ducer may not receive assistance under this 
paragraph for eligible forage losses that 
occur on land used for haying or grazing 
under the conservation reserve program es-
tablished under subchapter B of chapter 1 of 
subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831 et seq.), unless the 
land is grassland eligible for the conserva-
tion reserve program under section 1231(d)(2) 

of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3831(d)(2)) (as amended by section 2001). 

(B) MONTHLY PAYMENT RATE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the payment rate for assistance 
for 1 month under this paragraph shall, in 
the case of drought, be equal to 50 percent of 
the lesser of— 

(I) the monthly feed cost for all covered 
livestock owned or leased by the eligible 
livestock producer, as determined under sub-
paragraph (C); or 

(II) the monthly feed cost calculated by 
using the normal carrying capacity of the el-
igible grazing land of the eligible livestock 
producer. 

(ii) PARTIAL COMPENSATION.—In the case of 
an eligible livestock producer that sold or 
otherwise disposed of covered livestock due 
to drought conditions in 1 or both of the 2 
production years immediately preceding the 
current production year, as determined by 
the Secretary, the payment rate shall be 80 
percent of the payment rate otherwise cal-
culated in accordance with clause (i). 

(C) MONTHLY FEED COST.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The monthly feed cost 

shall equal the product obtained by multi-
plying— 

(I) 30 days; 
(II) a payment quantity that is equal to 

the feed grain equivalent, as determined 
under clause (ii); and 

(III) a payment rate that is equal to the 
corn price per pound, as determined under 
clause (iii). 

(ii) FEED GRAIN EQUIVALENT.—For purposes 
of clause (i)(II), the feed grain equivalent 
shall equal— 

(I) in the case of an adult beef cow, 15.7 
pounds of corn per day; or 

(II) in the case of any other type of weight 
of livestock, an amount determined by the 
Secretary that represents the average num-
ber of pounds of corn per day necessary to 
feed the livestock. 

(iii) CORN PRICE PER POUND.—For purposes 
of clause (i)(III), the corn price per pound 
shall equal the quotient obtained by divid-
ing— 

(I) the lesser of— 
(aa) the national average corn price per 

bushel for the 12-month period immediately 
preceding March 1 of the year for which the 
disaster assistance is calculated; or 

(bb) the average national marketing year 
average corn price per bushel for the most 
recent 5 crop years, excluding each of the 
crop years with the highest and lowest 
prices; by 

(II) 56. 
(D) NORMAL GRAZING PERIOD AND DROUGHT 

MONITOR INTENSITY.— 
(i) FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE DETERMINA-

TIONS.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall deter-

mine the normal carrying capacity and nor-
mal grazing period for each type of grazing 
land or pastureland in the county served by 
the applicable Farm Service Agency com-
mittee, except that the normal grazing pe-
riod shall not exceed 240 days. 

(II) CHANGES.—No change to the normal 
carrying capacity or normal grazing period 
established for a county under subclause (I) 
shall be made unless the change is requested 
by the appropriate State and county Farm 
Service Agency committees. 

(ii) DROUGHT INTENSITY.— 
(I) D2.—An eligible livestock producer that 

owns or leases grazing land or pastureland 
that is physically located in a county that is 
rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having 
a D2 (severe drought) intensity in any area 
of the county for at least 8 consecutive 
weeks during the normal grazing period for 
the county, as determined by the Secretary, 
shall be eligible to receive assistance under 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4249 June 11, 2013 
this paragraph in an amount equal to 1 
monthly payment using the monthly pay-
ment rate determined under subparagraph 
(B). 

(II) D3.—An eligible livestock producer 
that owns or leases grazing land or 
pastureland that is physically located in a 
county that is rated by the U.S. Drought 
Monitor as having at least a D3 (extreme 
drought) intensity in any area of the county 
at any time during the normal grazing pe-
riod for the county, as determined by the 
Secretary, shall be eligible to receive assist-
ance under this paragraph— 

(aa) in an amount equal to 2 monthly pay-
ments using the monthly payment rate de-
termined under subparagraph (B); or 

(bb) if the county is rated as having a D3 
(extreme drought) intensity in any area of 
the county for at least 4 weeks during the 
normal grazing period for the county, or is 
rated as having a D4 (exceptional drought) 
intensity in any area of the county at any 
time during the normal grazing period, in an 
amount equal to 3 monthly payments using 
the monthly payment rate determined under 
subparagraph (B). 

(iii) ANNUAL PAYMENT BASED ON DROUGHT 
CONDITIONS DETERMINED BY MEANS OTHER 
THAN THE U.S. DROUGHT MONITOR.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—An eligible livestock pro-
ducer that owns grazing land or pastureland 
that is physically located in a county that 
has experienced on average, over the pre-
ceding calendar year, precipitation levels 
that are 50 percent or more below normal 
levels, according to sufficient documentation 
as determined by the Secretary, may be eli-
gible, subject to a determination by the Sec-
retary, to receive assistance under this para-
graph in an amount equal to not more than 
1 monthly payment using the monthly pay-
ment rate under subparagraph (B). 

(II) NO DUPLICATE PAYMENT.—A producer 
may not receive a payment under both 
clause (ii) and this clause. 

(5) ASSISTANCE FOR LOSSES DUE TO FIRE ON 
PUBLIC MANAGED LAND.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible livestock pro-
ducer may receive assistance under this 
paragraph only if— 

(i) the eligible forage losses occur on 
rangeland that is managed by a Federal 
agency; and 

(ii) the eligible livestock producer is pro-
hibited by the Federal agency from grazing 
the normal permitted livestock on the man-
aged rangeland due to a fire. 

(B) PAYMENT RATE.—The payment rate for 
assistance under this paragraph shall be 
equal to 50 percent of the monthly feed cost 
for the total number of livestock covered by 
the Federal lease of the eligible livestock 
producer, as determined under paragraph 
(4)(C). 

(C) PAYMENT DURATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), an 

eligible livestock producer shall be eligible 
to receive assistance under this paragraph 
for the period— 

(I) beginning on the date on which the Fed-
eral agency excludes the eligible livestock 
producer from using the managed rangeland 
for grazing; and 

(II) ending on the last day of the Federal 
lease of the eligible livestock producer. 

(ii) LIMITATION.—An eligible livestock pro-
ducer may only receive assistance under this 
paragraph for losses that occur on not more 
than 180 days per year. 

(6) ASSISTANCE FOR ELIGIBLE FORAGE LOSSES 
DUE TO OTHER THAN DROUGHT OR FIRE.— 

(A) ELIGIBLE FORAGE LOSSES.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), an eligible livestock producer of covered 
livestock may receive assistance under this 
paragraph for eligible forage losses that 

occur due to weather-related conditions 
other than drought or fire on land that— 

(I) is native or improved pastureland with 
permanent vegetative cover; or 

(II) is planted to a crop planted specifically 
for the purpose of providing grazing for cov-
ered livestock. 

(ii) EXCLUSIONS.—An eligible livestock pro-
ducer may not receive assistance under this 
paragraph for eligible forage losses that 
occur on land used for haying or grazing 
under the conservation reserve program es-
tablished under subchapter B of chapter 1 of 
subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831 et seq.), unless the 
land is grassland eligible for the conserva-
tion reserve program under section 1231(d)(2) 
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3831(d)(2)) (as amended by section 2001). 

(B) PAYMENTS FOR ELIGIBLE FORAGE 
LOSSES.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide assistance under this paragraph to an 
eligible livestock producer for eligible forage 
losses that occur due to weather-related con-
ditions other than— 

(I) drought under paragraph (4); and 
(II) fire on public managed land under 

paragraph (5). 
(ii) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The Secretary 

shall establish terms and conditions for as-
sistance under this paragraph that are con-
sistent with the terms and conditions for as-
sistance under this subsection. 

(7) NO DUPLICATIVE PAYMENTS.—An eligible 
livestock producer may elect to receive as-
sistance for eligible forage losses under ei-
ther paragraph (4), (5), or (6), if applicable, 
but may not receive assistance under more 
than 1 of those paragraphs for the same loss, 
as determined by the Secretary. 

(8) DETERMINATIONS BY SECRETARY.—A de-
termination made by the Secretary under 
this subsection shall be final and conclusive. 

(d) EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR LIVESTOCK, 
HONEY BEES, AND FARM-RAISED FISH.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years 
2012 through 2018, the Secretary shall use not 
more than $15,000,000 of the funds of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation to provide emer-
gency relief to eligible producers of live-
stock, honey bees, and farm-raised fish to aid 
in the reduction of losses due to disease, ad-
verse weather, or other conditions, such as 
blizzards and wildfires, as determined by the 
Secretary, that are not covered under sub-
section (b) or (c). 

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds made available 
under this subsection shall be used to reduce 
losses caused by feed or water shortages, dis-
ease, or other factors as determined by the 
Secretary. 

(3) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Any funds 
made available under this subsection shall 
remain available until expended. 

(e) TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.— 
(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) ELIGIBLE ORCHARDIST.—The term ‘‘eli-

gible orchardist’’ means a person that pro-
duces annual crops from trees for commer-
cial purposes. 

(B) NATURAL DISASTER.—The term ‘‘natural 
disaster’’ means plant disease, insect infesta-
tion, drought, fire, freeze, flood, earthquake, 
lightning, or other occurrence, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

(C) NURSERY TREE GROWER.—The term 
‘‘nursery tree grower’’ means a person who 
produces nursery, ornamental, fruit, nut, or 
Christmas trees for commercial sale, as de-
termined by the Secretary. 

(D) TREE.—The term ‘‘tree’’ includes a 
tree, bush, and vine. 

(2) ELIGIBILITY.— 
(A) LOSS.—Subject to subparagraph (B), for 

each of fiscal years 2012 through 2018, the 
Secretary shall use such sums as are nec-

essary of the funds of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation to provide assistance— 

(i) under paragraph (3) to eligible orchard-
ists and nursery tree growers that planted 
trees for commercial purposes but lost the 
trees as a result of a natural disaster, as de-
termined by the Secretary; and 

(ii) under paragraph (3)(B) to eligible or-
chardists and nursery tree growers that have 
a production history for commercial pur-
poses on planted or existing trees but lost 
the trees as a result of a natural disaster, as 
determined by the Secretary. 

(B) LIMITATION.—An eligible orchardist or 
nursery tree grower shall qualify for assist-
ance under subparagraph (A) only if the tree 
mortality of the eligible orchardist or nurs-
ery tree grower, as a result of damaging 
weather or related condition, exceeds 15 per-
cent (adjusted for normal mortality). 

(3) ASSISTANCE.—Subject to paragraph (4), 
the assistance provided by the Secretary to 
eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers 
for losses described in paragraph (2) shall 
consist of— 

(A)(i) reimbursement of 65 percent of the 
cost of replanting trees lost due to a natural 
disaster, as determined by the Secretary, in 
excess of 15 percent mortality (adjusted for 
normal mortality); or 

(ii) at the option of the Secretary, suffi-
cient seedlings to reestablish a stand; and 

(B) reimbursement of 50 percent of the cost 
of pruning, removal, and other costs incurred 
by an eligible orchardist or nursery tree 
grower to salvage existing trees or, in the 
case of tree mortality, to prepare the land to 
replant trees as a result of damage or tree 
mortality due to a natural disaster, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, in excess of 15 per-
cent damage or mortality (adjusted for nor-
mal tree damage and mortality). 

(4) LIMITATIONS ON ASSISTANCE.— 
(A) DEFINITIONS OF LEGAL ENTITY AND PER-

SON.—In this paragraph, the terms ‘‘legal en-
tity’’ and ‘‘person’’ have the meaning given 
those terms in section 1001(a) of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308(a)). 

(B) AMOUNT.—The total amount of pay-
ments received, directly or indirectly, by a 
person or legal entity (excluding a joint ven-
ture or general partnership) under this sub-
section may not exceed $100,000 for any crop 
year, or an equivalent value in tree seed-
lings. 

(C) ACRES.—The total quantity of acres 
planted to trees or tree seedlings for which a 
person or legal entity shall be entitled to re-
ceive payments under this subsection may 
not exceed 500 acres. 

(f) PAYMENTS.— 
(1) PAYMENT LIMITATIONS.— 
(A) DEFINITIONS OF LEGAL ENTITY AND PER-

SON.—In this subsection, the terms ‘‘legal en-
tity’’ and ‘‘person’’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 1001(a) of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308(a)). 

(B) AMOUNT.—The total amount of disaster 
assistance payments received, directly or in-
directly, by a person or legal entity (exclud-
ing a joint venture or general partnership) 
under this section (excluding payments re-
ceived under subsection (e)) may not exceed 
$100,000 for any crop year. 

(C) DIRECT ATTRIBUTION.—Subsections (d) 
and (e) of section 1001 of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308) or any successor 
provisions relating to direct attribution 
shall apply with respect to assistance pro-
vided under this section. 

(2) PAYMENT DELIVERY.—The Secretary 
shall make payments under this section 
after October 1, 2013, for losses incurred in 
the 2012 and 2013 fiscal years, and as soon as 
practicable for losses incurred in any year 
thereafter. 
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Subtitle F—Administration 

SEC. 1601. ADMINISTRATION GENERALLY. 
(a) USE OF COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORA-

TION.—The Secretary shall use the funds, fa-
cilities, and authorities of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation to carry out this title. 

(b) DETERMINATIONS BY SECRETARY.—A de-
termination made by the Secretary under 
this title shall be final and conclusive. 

(c) REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection, not later than 90 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary and the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, as appropriate, shall promul-
gate such regulations as are necessary to im-
plement this title and the amendments made 
by this title. 

(2) PROCEDURE.—The promulgation of the 
regulations and administration of this title 
and the amendments made by this title and 
sections 11001 and 11012 shall be made with-
out regard to— 

(A) the notice and comment provisions of 
section 553 of title 5, United States Code; 

(B) chapter 35 of title 44, United States 
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Paperwork 
Reduction Act’’); and 

(C) the Statement of Policy of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture effective July 24, 1971 
(36 Fed. Reg. 13804), relating to notices of 
proposed rulemaking and public participa-
tion in rulemaking. 

(3) CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF AGENCY RULE-
MAKING.—In carrying out this subsection, the 
Secretary shall use the authority provided 
under section 808 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

(d) ADJUSTMENT AUTHORITY RELATED TO 
TRADE AGREEMENTS COMPLIANCE.— 

(1) REQUIRED DETERMINATION; ADJUST-
MENT.—If the Secretary determines that ex-
penditures under this title that are subject 
to the total allowable domestic support lev-
els under the Uruguay Round Agreements (as 
defined in section 2 of the Uruguay Round 
Agreements Act (19 U.S.C. 3501)) will exceed 
the allowable levels for any applicable re-
porting period, the Secretary shall, to the 
maximum extent practicable, make adjust-
ments in the amount of the expenditures 
during that period to ensure that the expend-
itures do not exceed the allowable levels. 

(2) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Before 
making any adjustment under paragraph (1), 
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee 
on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate a report 
describing the determination made under 
that paragraph and the extent of the adjust-
ment to be made. 
SEC. 1602. SUSPENSION OF PERMANENT PRICE 

SUPPORT AUTHORITY. 
(a) AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 

1938.—The following provisions of the Agri-
cultural Adjustment Act of 1938 shall not be 
applicable to the 2014 through 2018 crops of 
covered commodities (as defined in section 
1104), cotton, and sugar and shall not be ap-
plicable to milk during the period beginning 
on the date of enactment of this Act through 
December 31, 2018: 

(1) Parts II through V of subtitle B of title 
III (7 U.S.C. 1326 et seq.). 

(2) In the case of upland cotton, section 377 
(7 U.S.C. 1377). 

(3) Subtitle D of title III (7 U.S.C. 1379a et 
seq.). 

(4) Title IV (7 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.). 
(b) AGRICULTURAL ACT OF 1949.—The fol-

lowing provisions of the Agricultural Act of 
1949 shall not be applicable to the 2014 
through 2018 crops of covered commodities 
(as defined in section 1104), cotton, and sugar 
and shall not be applicable to milk during 
the period beginning on the date of enact-

ment of this Act and through December 31, 
2018: 

(1) Section 101 (7 U.S.C. 1441). 
(2) Section 103(a) (7 U.S.C. 1444(a)). 
(3) Section 105 (7 U.S.C. 1444b). 
(4) Section 107 (7 U.S.C. 1445a). 
(5) Section 110 (7 U.S.C. 1445e). 
(6) Section 112 (7 U.S.C. 1445g). 
(7) Section 115 (7 U.S.C. 1445k). 
(8) Section 201 (7 U.S.C. 1446). 
(9) Title III (7 U.S.C. 1447 et seq.). 
(10) Title IV (7 U.S.C. 1421 et seq.), other 

than sections 404, 412, and 416 (7 U.S.C. 1424, 
1429, and 1431). 

(11) Title V (7 U.S.C. 1461 et seq.). 
(12) Title VI (7 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.). 
(c) SUSPENSION OF CERTAIN QUOTA PROVI-

SIONS.—The joint resolution entitled ‘‘A 
joint resolution relating to corn and wheat 
marketing quotas under the Agricultural Ad-
justment Act of 1938, as amended’’, approved 
May 26, 1941 (7 U.S.C. 1330 and 1340), shall not 
be applicable to the crops of wheat planted 
for harvest in the calendar years 2014 
through 2018. 
SEC. 1603. PAYMENT LIMITATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1001 of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308) is amend-
ed by striking subsections (b) and (c) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(b) LIMITATION ON PAYMENTS FOR PEANUTS 
AND OTHER COVERED COMMODITIES.—The 
total amount of payments received, directly 
or indirectly, by a person or legal entity (ex-
cept a joint venture or general partnership) 
for any crop year under subtitle A of title I 
of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs 
Act of 2013 for— 

‘‘(1) peanuts may not exceed $50,000; and 
‘‘(2) 1 or more other covered commodities 

may not exceed $50,000.’’. 
(b) LIMITATION ON MARKETING LOAN GAINS 

AND LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENTS FOR PEA-
NUTS AND OTHER LOAN COMMODITIES.—Sec-
tion 1001 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (7 
U.S.C. 1308) is amended by striking sub-
section (d) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(d) LIMITATION ON MARKETING LOAN GAINS 
AND LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENTS FOR PEA-
NUTS AND OTHER LOAN COMMODITIES.—The 
total amount of marketing loan gains and 
loan deficiency payments received, directly 
or indirectly, by a person or legal entity (ex-
cept a joint venture or general partnership) 
for any crop year under subtitle B of the Ag-
riculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 
(or a successor provision) for— 

‘‘(1) peanuts may not exceed $75,000; and 
‘‘(2) 1 or more other loan commodities may 

not exceed $75,000.’’. 
(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 1001 of the Food Security Act of 

1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308) is amended— 
(A) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘sec-

tion 1001 of the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008’’ and inserting ‘‘section 1104 
of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs 
Act of 2013’’; 

(B) in subsection (e)— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘sub-

sections (b) and (c) and a program described 
in paragraphs (1)(C)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b) and a program described in para-
graph (1)(B)’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (c)’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)’’; 

(C) in subsection (f)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘or title XII’’ each place it 

appears in paragraphs (5)(A) and (6)(A) and 
inserting ‘‘, title I of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, or title 
XII’’; 

(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘Sub-
sections (b) and (c)’’ and inserting ‘‘Sub-
section (b)’’; 

(iii) in paragraph (4)(B), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b) or (c)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(b)’’; 

(iv) in paragraph (5)— 
(I) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-

section (d)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (c)’’; 
and 

(II) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b), (c), or (d)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b) or (c)’’; and 

(v) in paragraph (6)— 
(I) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-

section (d), except as provided in subsection 
(g)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (c), except as 
provided in subsection (f)’’; and 

(II) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b), (c), and (d)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (c)’’; 

(D) in subsection (g)— 
(i) in paragraph (1)— 
(I) bv striking ‘‘subsection (f)(6)(A)’’ and 

inserting ‘‘subsection (e)(6)(A)’’ and 
(II) by striking ‘‘subsection (b) or (c)’’ and 

inserting ‘‘subsection (b)’’; and 
(ii) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘sub-

sections (b) and (c)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)’’; and 

(E) by redesignating subsections (d) 
through (h) as subsections (c) through (g), re-
spectively. 

(2) Section 1001A of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308–1) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘sub-
sections (b) and (c)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)’’; and 

(B) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b) or (c)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(b)’’. 

(3) Section 1001B(a) of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308–2(a)) is amended in 
the matter preceding paragraph (1) by strik-
ing ‘‘subsections (b) and (c)’’ and inserting 
‘‘subsection (b)’’. 

(4) Section 1001C(a) of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308–3(a)) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘title I of the Agriculture Reform, 
Food, and Jobs Act of 2013,’’ after ‘‘2008,’’. 

(d) APPLICATION.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply beginning with 
the 2014 crop year. 
SEC. 1604. PAYMENTS LIMITED TO ACTIVE FARM-

ERS. 
Section 1001A of the Food Security Act of 

1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308–1) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)(2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘or active personal man-

agement’’ each place it appears in subpara-
graphs (A)(i)(II) and (B)(ii); and 

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘, as 
applied to the legal entity, are met by the 
legal entity, the partners or members mak-
ing a significant contribution of personal 
labor or active personal management’’ and 
inserting ‘‘are met by partners or members 
making a significant contribution of per-
sonal labor, those partners or members’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-

ing the following: 
‘‘(A) the landowner share-rents the land at 

a rate that is usual and customary;’’; 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) the share of the payments received by 

the landowner is commensurate with the 
share of the crop or income received as 
rent.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘active 
personal management or’’; 

(C) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘(5)’’ and all that follows 

through ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A person’’ and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(5) CUSTOM FARMING SERVICES.—A per-
son’’; 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘under usual and cus-
tomary terms’’ after ‘‘services’’; and 

(iii) by striking subparagraph (B); and 
(D) by adding at the end the following: 
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‘‘(7) FARM MANAGERS.—A person who other-

wise meets the requirements of this sub-
section other than (b)(2)(A)(i)(II) shall be 
considered to be actively engaged in farm-
ing, as determined by the Secretary, with re-
spect to the farming operation, including a 
farming operation that is a sole proprietor-
ship, a legal entity such as a joint venture or 
general partnership, or a legal entity such as 
a corporation or limited partnership, if the 
person— 

‘‘(A) makes a significant contribution of 
management to the farming operation nec-
essary for the farming operation, taking into 
account— 

‘‘(i) the size and complexity of the farming 
operation; and 

‘‘(ii) the management requirements nor-
mally and customarily required by similar 
farming operations; 

‘‘(B) is the only person in the farming oper-
ation qualifying as actively engaged in farm-
ing; 

‘‘(C) does not use the management con-
tribution under this paragraph to qualify as 
actively engaged in more than 1 farming op-
eration; and 

‘‘(D) manages a farm operation that does 
not substantially share equipment, labor, or 
management with persons or legal entities 
that with the person collectively receive, di-
rectly or indirectly, an amount equal to 
more than the applicable limits under sec-
tion 1001(b).’’. 
SEC. 1605. ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME LIMITA-

TION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1001D(b)) of the 

Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308– 
3a(b)) is amended by striking paragraph (1) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) COMMODITY PROGRAMS.— 
‘‘(A) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, a person or legal enti-
ty shall not be eligible to receive any benefit 
described in subparagraph (B) during a crop, 
fiscal or program year, as appropriate, if the 
average adjusted gross income (or com-
parable measure over the 3 taxable years pre-
ceding the most immediately preceding com-
plete taxable year, as determined by the Sec-
retary) of the person or legal entity exceeds 
$750,000. 

‘‘(B) COVERED BENEFITS.—Subparagraph (A) 
applies with respect to the following: 

‘‘(i) A payment under section 1107 or 1108 of 
the Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act 
of 2013. 

‘‘(ii) A marketing loan gain or loan defi-
ciency payment under subtitle B of title I of 
the Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act 
of 2013. 

‘‘(iii) A payment under subtitle E of the 
Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 
2013.’’. 

‘‘(iv) A payment under section 196 of the 
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7333).’’. 

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply beginning with 
the 2014 crop year. 
SEC. 1606. GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED 

FARMERS AND RANCHERS. 
Section 1621(d) of the Food, Conservation, 

and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8792(d)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 1607. PERSONAL LIABILITY OF PRODUCERS 

FOR DEFICIENCIES. 
Section 164 of the Federal Agriculture Im-

provement and Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 
7284) is amended by striking ‘‘and title I of 
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘title I of the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8702 et seq.), and 
title I of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and 
Jobs Act of 2013’’. 

SEC. 1608. PREVENTION OF DECEASED INDIVID-
UALS RECEIVING PAYMENTS UNDER 
FARM COMMODITY PROGRAMS. 

(a) RECONCILIATION.—At least twice each 
year, the Secretary shall reconcile social se-
curity numbers of all individuals who receive 
payments under this title, whether directly 
or indirectly, with the Commissioner of So-
cial Security to determine if the individuals 
are alive. 

(b) PRECLUSION.—The Secretary shall pre-
clude the issuance of payments to, and on be-
half of, deceased individuals that were not 
eligible for payments. 
SEC. 1609. APPEALS. 

(a) DIRECTION, CONTROL, AND SUPPORT.— 
Section 272 of the Department of Agriculture 
Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6992) is 
amended by striking subsection (c) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(c) DIRECTION, CONTROL, AND SUPPORT.— 
‘‘(1) DIRECTION AND CONTROL.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Director shall be free from 
the direction and control of any person other 
than the Secretary or the Deputy Secretary 
of Agriculture. 

‘‘(B) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT.—The Divi-
sion shall not receive administrative support 
(except on a reimbursable basis) from any 
agency other than the Office of the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(C) PROHIBITION ON DELEGATION.—The Sec-
retary may not delegate to any other officer 
or employee of the Department, other than 
the Deputy Secretary of Agriculture or the 
Director, the authority of the Secretary with 
respect to the Division. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—The Assistant Secretary 
for Administration is authorized to inves-
tigate, enforce, and implement the provi-
sions in law, Executive order, or regulations 
that relate in general to competitive and ex-
cepted service positions and employment 
within the Division, including the position of 
Director, and such authority may be further 
delegated to subordinate officials.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
296(b) of the Department of Agriculture Re-
organization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 7014(b)) is 
amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1) 
by striking ‘‘affect—’’ and inserting ‘‘af-
fect:’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘the authority’’ each place 
it appears in paragraphs (1) through (7) and 
inserting ‘‘The authority’’; 

(3) by striking the semicolon at the end of 
each of paragraphs (1) through (5) and insert-
ing a period; 

(4) in paragraph (6)(C), by striking ‘‘; or’’ at 
the end and inserting a period; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) The authority of the Secretary to 

carry out amendments made by the Agri-
culture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013.’’. 
SEC. 1610. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS. 

(a) Section 359f(c)(1)(B) of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 
1359ff(c)(1)(B)) is amended by adding a period 
at the end. 

(b)(1) Section 1603(g) of the Food, Conserva-
tion, and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110– 
246; 122 Stat. 1739) is amended in paragraphs 
(2) through (6) and the amendments made by 
those paragraphs by striking ‘‘1703(a)’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘1603(a)’’. 

(2) This subsection and the amendments 
made by this subsection take effect as if in-
cluded in the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 122 Stat. 
1651). 
SEC. 1611. ASSIGNMENT OF PAYMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of section 
8(g) of the Soil Conservation and Domestic 
Allotment Act (16 U.S.C. 590h(g)), relating to 
assignment of payments, shall apply to pay-
ments made under this title. 

(b) NOTICE.—The producer making the as-
signment, or the assignee, shall provide the 
Secretary with notice, in such manner as the 
Secretary may require, of any assignment 
made under this section. 
SEC. 1612. TRACKING OF BENEFITS. 

As soon as practicable after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary may 
track the benefits provided, directly or indi-
rectly, to individuals and entities under ti-
tles I and II and the amendments made by 
those titles. 
SEC. 1613. SIGNATURE AUTHORITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this title 
and title II and amendments made by those 
titles, if the Secretary approves a document, 
the Secretary shall not subsequently deter-
mine the document is inadequate or invalid 
because of the lack of authority of any per-
son signing the document on behalf of the 
applicant or any other individual, entity, 
general partnership, or joint venture, or the 
documents relied upon were determined in-
adequate or invalid, unless the person sign-
ing the program document knowingly and 
willfully falsified the evidence of signature 
authority or a signature. 

(b) AFFIRMATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section 

prohibits the Secretary from asking a proper 
party to affirm any document that otherwise 
would be considered approved under sub-
section (a). 

(2) NO RETROACTIVE EFFECT.—A denial of 
benefits based on a lack of affirmation under 
paragraph (1) shall not be retroactive with 
respect to third-party producers who were 
not the subject of the erroneous representa-
tion of authority, if the third-party pro-
ducers— 

(A) relied on the prior approval by the Sec-
retary of the documents in good faith; and 

(B) substantively complied with all pro-
gram requirements. 
SEC. 1614. IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) STREAMLINING.—In implementing this 
title, the Secretary shall, to the maximum 
extent practicable— 

(1) seek to reduce administrative burdens 
and costs to producers by streamlining and 
reducing paperwork, forms, and other admin-
istrative requirements; 

(2) improve coordination, information 
sharing, and administrative work with the 
Risk Management Agency and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service; and 

(3) take advantage of new technologies to 
enhance efficiency and effectiveness of pro-
gram delivery to producers. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—On October 1, 2013, 
the Secretary shall make available to the 
Farm Service Agency to carry out this title 
$97,000,000. 

TITLE II—CONSERVATION 
Subtitle A—Conservation Reserve Program 

SEC. 2001. EXTENSION AND ENROLLMENT RE-
QUIREMENTS OF CONSERVATION 
RESERVE PROGRAM. 

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 1231(a) of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831(a)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 

(b) ELIGIBLE LAND.—Section 1231(b) of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831(b)) 
is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘the 
date of enactment of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008’’ and inserting ‘‘the 
date of enactment of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and redesig-
nating paragraph (3) as paragraph (2); 

(3) by inserting before paragraph (4) the 
following: 

‘‘(3) grassland that— 
‘‘(A) contains forbs or shrubland (including 

improved rangeland and pastureland) for 
which grazing is the predominant use; 
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‘‘(B) is located in an area historically 

dominated by grassland; and 
‘‘(C) could provide habitat for animal and 

plant populations of significant ecological 
value if the land is retained in its current 
use or restored to a natural condition;’’; 

(4) in paragraph (4)(C), by striking 
‘‘filterstrips devoted to trees or shrubs’’ and 
inserting ‘‘filterstrips and riparian buffers 
devoted to trees, shrubs, or grasses’’; and 

(5) by striking paragraph (5) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(5) the portion of land in a field not en-
rolled in the conservation reserve in a case 
in which— 

‘‘(A) more than 50 percent of the land in 
the field is enrolled as a buffer or filterstrip 
or more than 75 percent of the land in the 
field is enrolled in a practice other than as a 
buffer or filterstrip; and 

‘‘(B) the remainder of the field is— 
‘‘(i) infeasible to farm; and 
‘‘(ii) enrolled at regular rental rates.’’. 
(c) PLANTING STATUS OF CERTAIN LAND.— 

Section 1231(c) of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831(c)) is amended by striking 
‘‘if’’ and all that follows through the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘if, during the crop 
year, the land was devoted to a conserving 
use.’’. 

(d) ENROLLMENT.—Section 1231 of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831) is amend-
ed by striking subsection (d) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(d) ENROLLMENT.— 
‘‘(1) MAXIMUM ACREAGE ENROLLED.—The 

Secretary may maintain in the conservation 
reserve at any 1 time during— 

‘‘(A) fiscal year 2014, no more than 
30,000,000 acres; 

‘‘(B) fiscal year 2015, no more than 
27,500,000 acres; 

‘‘(C) fiscal year 2016, no more than 
26,500,000 acres; 

‘‘(D) fiscal year 2017, no more than 
25,500,000 acres; and 

‘‘(E) fiscal year 2018, no more than 
25,000,000 acres. 

‘‘(2) GRASSLAND.— 
‘‘(A) LIMITATION.—For purposes of applying 

the limitations in paragraph (1), no more 
than 1,500,000 acres of the land described in 
subsection (b)(3) may be enrolled in the pro-
gram at any 1 time during the 2014 through 
2018 fiscal years. 

‘‘(B) PRIORITY.—In enrolling acres under 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary may give 
priority to land with expiring conservation 
reserve program contracts. 

‘‘(C) METHOD OF ENROLLMENT.—In enrolling 
acres under subparagraph (A), the Secretary 
shall make the program available to owners 
or operators of eligible land at least once 
during each fiscal year.’’. 

(e) DURATION OF CONTRACT.—Section 1231(e) 
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3831(e)) is amended by striking paragraphs (2) 
and (3) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN LAND.—In 
the case of land devoted to hardwood trees, 
shelterbelts, windbreaks, or wildlife cor-
ridors under a contract entered into under 
this subchapter, the owner or operator of the 
land may, within the limitations prescribed 
under this section, specify the duration of 
the contract.’’. 

(f) CONSERVATION PRIORITY AREAS.—Sec-
tion 1231(f) of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3831(f)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘watershed 
areas of the Chesapeake Bay Region, the 
Great Lakes Region, the Long Island Sound 
Region, and other’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘WATER-
SHEDS.—Watersheds’’ and inserting 
‘‘AREAS.—Areas’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘a water-
shed’s designation—’’ and all that follows 

through the period at the end and inserting 
‘‘an area’s designation if the Secretary finds 
that the area no longer contains actual and 
significant adverse water quality or habitat 
impacts related to agricultural production 
activities.’’. 
SEC. 2002. FARMABLE WETLAND PROGRAM. 

(a) EXTENSION.—Section 1231B(a)(1) of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3831b(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 
and 

(2) by striking ‘‘a program’’ and inserting 
‘‘a farmable wetland program’’. 

(b) ELIGIBLE ACREAGE.—Section 
1231B(b)(1)(B) of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831b(b)(1)(B)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘flow from a row crop agriculture 
drainage system’’ and inserting ‘‘surface and 
subsurface flow from row crop agricultural 
production’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—Section 1231B 
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3831b) is amended— 

(1) by striking the heading and inserting 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 1231B. FARMABLE WETLAND PROGRAM.’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘section 
1234(c)(2)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
1234(c)(2)(A)(ii)’’. 
SEC. 2003. DUTIES OF OWNERS AND OPERATORS. 

(a) LIMITATION ON HARVESTING, GRAZING OR 
COMMERCIAL USE OF FORAGE.—Section 
1232(a)(8) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3832(a)(8)) is amended by striking ‘‘ex-
cept that’’ and all that follows through the 
semicolon at the end of the paragraph and 
inserting ‘‘except as provided in section 
1233(b);’’. 

(b) CONSERVATION PLAN REQUIREMENTS.— 
Section 1232 of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3832) is amended by striking sub-
section (b) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(b) CONSERVATION PLANS.—The plan re-
ferred to in subsection (a)(1) shall set forth— 

‘‘(1) the conservation measures and prac-
tices to be carried out by the owner or oper-
ator during the term of the contract; and 

‘‘(2) the commercial use, if any, to be per-
mitted on the land during the term.’’. 

(c) RENTAL PAYMENT REDUCTION.—Section 
1232 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3832) is amended by striking sub-
section (d). 
SEC. 2004. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY. 

Section 1233 of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3833) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 
‘‘SEC. 1233. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY. 

‘‘(a) COST-SHARE AND RENTAL PAYMENTS.— 
In return for a contract entered into by an 
owner or operator, the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(1) share the cost of carrying out the con-
servation measures and practices set forth in 
the contract for which the Secretary deter-
mines that cost sharing is appropriate and in 
the public interest; and 

‘‘(2) for a period of years not in excess of 
the term of the contract, pay an annual rent-
al payment in an amount necessary to com-
pensate for— 

‘‘(A) the conversion of highly erodible 
cropland or other eligible land normally de-
voted to the production of an agricultural 
commodity on a farm or ranch to a less in-
tensive use; 

‘‘(B) the retirement of any cropland base 
and allotment history that the owner or op-
erator agrees to retire permanently; and 

‘‘(C) the development and management of 
grassland for multiple natural resource con-
servation benefits, including soil, water, air, 
and wildlife. 

‘‘(b) SPECIFIED ACTIVITIES PERMITTED.—The 
Secretary shall permit certain activities or 

commercial uses of land that is subject to 
the contract if those activities or uses are 
consistent with a plan approved by the Sec-
retary and include— 

‘‘(1) harvesting, grazing, or other commer-
cial use of the forage in response to drought, 
flooding, or other emergency without any re-
duction in the rental rate; 

‘‘(2) grazing by livestock of a beginning 
farmer or rancher without any reduction in 
the rental rate, if the grazing is— 

‘‘(A) consistent with the conservation of 
soil, water quality, and wildlife habitat (in-
cluding habitat during the primary nesting 
season for critical birds in the area); and 

‘‘(B) described in subparagraph (B) or (C) of 
paragraph (3); 

‘‘(3) consistent with the conservation of 
soil, water quality, and wildlife habitat (in-
cluding habitat during the primary nesting 
season for critical birds in the area) and in 
exchange for a reduction of not less than 25 
percent in the annual rental rate for the 
acres covered by the authorized activity— 

‘‘(A) managed harvesting and other com-
mercial use (including the managed har-
vesting of biomass), except that in permit-
ting those activities the Secretary, in co-
ordination with the State technical com-
mittee— 

‘‘(i) shall develop appropriate vegetation 
management requirements; and 

‘‘(ii) shall identify periods during which 
the activities may be conducted, such that 
the frequency is at least once every 5 years 
but not more than once every 3 years; 

‘‘(B) prescribed grazing for the control of 
invasive species, which may be conducted 
annually; 

‘‘(C) routine grazing, except that in per-
mitting routine grazing, the Secretary, in 
coordination with the State technical com-
mittee— 

‘‘(i) shall develop appropriate vegetation 
management requirements and stocking 
rates for the land that are suitable for con-
tinued routine grazing; and 

‘‘(ii) shall identify the periods during 
which routine grazing may be conducted, 
such that the frequency is not more than 
once every 2 years, taking into consideration 
regional differences such as— 

‘‘(I) climate, soil type, and natural re-
sources; 

‘‘(II) the number of years that should be re-
quired between routine grazing activities; 
and 

‘‘(III) how often during a year in which 
routine grazing is permitted that routine 
grazing should be allowed to occur; and 

‘‘(D) the installation of wind turbines and 
associated access, except that in permitting 
the installation of wind turbines, the Sec-
retary shall determine the number and loca-
tion of wind turbines that may be installed, 
taking into account— 

‘‘(i) the location, size, and other physical 
characteristics of the land; 

‘‘(ii) the extent to which the land contains 
threatened or endangered wildlife and wild-
life habitat; and 

‘‘(iii) the purposes of the conservation re-
serve program under this subchapter; and 

‘‘(4) the intermittent and seasonal use of 
vegetative buffer practices incidental to ag-
ricultural production on land adjacent to the 
buffer such that the permitted use does not 
destroy the permanent vegetative cover. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES ON GRASS-
LAND.—Notwithstanding section 1232(a)(8), 
for eligible land described in section 
1231(b)(3), the Secretary shall permit the fol-
lowing activities: 

‘‘(1) Common grazing practices, including 
maintenance and necessary cultural prac-
tices, on the land in a manner that is con-
sistent with maintaining the viability of 
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grassland, forb, and shrub species appro-
priate to that locality. 

‘‘(2) Haying, mowing, or harvesting for 
seed production, subject to appropriate re-
strictions during the primary nesting season 
for critical birds in the area. 

‘‘(3) Fire presuppression, rehabilitation, 
and construction of fire breaks. 

‘‘(4) Grazing-related activities, such as 
fencing and livestock watering. 

‘‘(d) RESOURCE CONSERVING USE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date 

that is 1 year before the date of termination 
of a contract under the program, the Sec-
retary shall allow an owner or operator to 
make conservation and land improvements 
that facilitate maintaining protection of 
highly erodible land after expiration of the 
contract. 

‘‘(2) CONSERVATION PLAN.—The Secretary 
shall require an owner or operator carrying 
out the activities described in paragraph (1) 
to develop and implement a conservation 
plan. 

‘‘(3) REENROLLMENT PROHIBITED.—Land al-
tered under paragraph (1) may not be re-
enrolled in the conservation reserve program 
for 5 years. 

‘‘(4) PAYMENT.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide an annual payment that is reduced in an 
amount commensurate with any income or 
other compensation received as a result of 
the activities carried out under paragraph 
(1).’’. 
SEC. 2005. PAYMENTS. 

(a) TREES, WINDBREAKS, SHELTERBELTS, 
AND WILDLIFE CORRIDORS.—Section 
1234(b)(3)(A) of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3834(b)(3)(A)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and’’ after 
the semicolon; 

(2) by striking clause (ii); and 
(3) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 

(ii). 
(b) INCENTIVES.—Section 1234(b)(3)(B) of the 

Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3834(b)(3)(B)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, practices to 
improve the condition of resources on the 
land,’’ after ‘‘operator)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iii) INCENTIVES.—In making rental pay-

ments to an owner or operator of land de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), the Secretary 
may provide incentive payments sufficient 
to encourage proper thinning and practices 
to improve the condition of resources on the 
land.’’. 

(c) ANNUAL RENTAL PAYMENTS.—Section 
1234(c) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3834(c)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and 
other eligible land’’ after ‘‘highly erodible 
cropland’’ both places it appears; 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) METHODS OF DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The amounts payable to 

owners or operators in the form of rental 
payments under contracts entered into under 
this subchapter may be determined 
through— 

‘‘(i) the submission of bids for such con-
tracts by owners and operators in such man-
ner as the Secretary may prescribe; or 

‘‘(ii) such other means as the Secretary de-
termines are appropriate. 

‘‘(B) GRASSLAND.—In the case of eligible 
land described in section 1231(b)(3), the Sec-
retary shall make annual payments in an 
amount that is not more than 75 percent of 
the grazing value of the land covered by the 
contract.’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (5)(A)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘The Secretary’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(i) SURVEY.—The Secretary’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) USE.—The Secretary may use the sur-

vey of dryland cash rental rates described in 
clause (i) as a factor in determining rental 
rates under this section as the Secretary de-
termines appropriate.’’. 

(d) PAYMENT SCHEDULE.—Section 1234 of 
the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3834) 
is amended by striking subsection (d) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(d) PAYMENT SCHEDULE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this section, payments under this 
subchapter shall be made in cash in such 
amount and on such time schedule as is 
agreed on and specified in the contract. 

‘‘(2) SOURCE.—Payments under this sub-
chapter shall be made using the funds of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

‘‘(3) ADVANCE PAYMENT.—Payments under 
this subchapter may be made in advance of 
determination of performance.’’. 

(e) PAYMENT LIMITATION.—Section 1234(f) of 
the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3834(f)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘, includ-
ing rental payments made in the form of in- 
kind commodities,’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (3); and 
(3) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-

graph (2). 
SEC. 2006. CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS. 

Section 1235 of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3835) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘DUTIES’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘a beginning farmer or rancher 
or’’ and inserting ‘‘TRANSITION TO COVERED 
FARMER OR RANCHER.—In the case of a con-
tract modification approved in order to fa-
cilitate the transfer of land subject to a con-
tract from a retired farmer or rancher to a 
beginning farmer or rancher, a veteran farm-
er or rancher (as defined in section 2501(e) of 
the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and 
Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 2279(e))), or a’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘the 
farmer or rancher’’ and inserting ‘‘the cov-
ered farmer or rancher’’; and 

(iii) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 1001A(b)(3)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
1001’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘require-
ment of section 1231(h)(4)(B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘option provided under section 
1234(c)(2)(A)(ii)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(g) FINAL YEAR OF CONTRACT.—The Sec-

retary shall not consider an owner or oper-
ator to be in violation of a term or condition 
of a conservation reserve contract if— 

‘‘(1) during the year prior to expiration of 
the contract, the land is enrolled in the con-
servation stewardship program; and 

‘‘(2) the activity required under the con-
servation stewardship program pursuant to 
the enrollment is consistent with this sub-
chapter. 

‘‘(h) LAND ENROLLED IN AGRICULTURAL CON-
SERVATION EASEMENT PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary may terminate or modify a contract 
entered into under this subchapter if eligible 
land that is subject to such contract is trans-
ferred into the agricultural conservation 
easement program under subtitle H.’’. 
SEC. 2007. CONVERSION OF LAND SUBJECT TO 

CONTRACT TO OTHER CONSERVING 
USES. 

Section 1235A of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3835a) is repealed. 
SEC. 2008. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 
this subtitle shall take effect on October 1, 
2013, except, the amendment made by section 
2001(d), which shall take effect on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(b) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by this 
subtitle shall not affect the validity or terms 
of any contract entered into by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture under subchapter B of 
chapter 1 of subtitle D of title XII of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831 et 
seq.) before October 1, 2013, or any payments 
required to be made in connection with the 
contract. 

(2) UPDATING OF EXISTING CONTRACTS.—The 
Secretary shall permit an owner or operator 
with a contract entered into under sub-
chapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle D of title 
XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3831 et seq.) before October 1, 2013, to 
update the contract to reflect the activities 
and uses of land under contract permitted 
under the terms and conditions of para-
graphs (1) and (2) of section 1233(b) of that 
Act (as amended by section 2004). 

Subtitle B—Conservation Stewardship 
Program 

SEC. 2101. CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) REVISION OF CURRENT PROGRAM.—Sub-
chapter B of chapter 2 of subtitle D of title 
XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3838d et seq.) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘Subchapter B—Conservation Stewardship 
Program 

‘‘SEC. 1238D. DEFINITIONS. 
‘‘In this subchapter: 
‘‘(1) AGRICULTURAL OPERATION.—The term 

‘agricultural operation’ means all eligible 
land, whether or not contiguous, that is— 

‘‘(A) under the effective control of a pro-
ducer at the time the producer enters into a 
contract under the program; and 

‘‘(B) operated with equipment, labor, man-
agement, and production or cultivation prac-
tices that are substantially separate from 
other agricultural operations, as determined 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘conservation 

activities’ means conservation systems, 
practices, or management measures. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘conservation 
activities’ includes— 

‘‘(i) structural measures, vegetative meas-
ures, and land management measures, in-
cluding agriculture drainage management 
systems, as determined by the Secretary; 
and 

‘‘(ii) planning needed to address a priority 
resource concern. 

‘‘(3) CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PLAN.— 
The term ‘conservation stewardship plan’ 
means a plan that— 

‘‘(A) identifies and inventories priority re-
source concerns; 

‘‘(B) establishes benchmark data and con-
servation objectives; 

‘‘(C) describes conservation activities to be 
implemented, managed, or improved; and 

‘‘(D) includes a schedule and evaluation 
plan for the planning, installation, and man-
agement of the new and existing conserva-
tion activities. 

‘‘(4) ELIGIBLE LAND.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible land’ 

means— 
‘‘(i) private and tribal land on which agri-

cultural commodities, livestock, or forest-re-
lated products are produced; and 

‘‘(ii) land associated with the land de-
scribed in clause (i) on which priority re-
source concerns could be addressed through a 
contract under the program. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘eligible land’ 
includes— 

‘‘(i) cropland; 
‘‘(ii) grassland; 
‘‘(iii) rangeland; 
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‘‘(iv) pastureland; 
‘‘(v) nonindustrial private forest land; and 
‘‘(vi) other agricultural land (including 

cropped woodland, marshes, and agricultural 
land used for the production of livestock), as 
determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(5) PRIORITY RESOURCE CONCERN.—The 
term ‘priority resource concern’ means a 
natural resource concern or problem, as de-
termined by the Secretary, that— 

‘‘(A) is identified at the national, State or 
local level, as a priority for a particular area 
of the State; 

‘‘(B) represents a significant concern in a 
State or region; and 

‘‘(C) is likely to be addressed successfully 
through the implementation of conservation 
activities under this program. 

‘‘(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means 
the conservation stewardship program estab-
lished by this subchapter. 

‘‘(7) STEWARDSHIP THRESHOLD.—The term 
‘stewardship threshold’ means the level of 
management required, as determined by the 
Secretary, to conserve and improve the qual-
ity and condition of a natural resource. 
‘‘SEC. 1238E. CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PRO-

GRAM. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE.—During 

each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018, the 
Secretary shall carry out a conservation 
stewardship program to encourage producers 
to address priority resource concerns and im-
prove and conserve the quality and condition 
of natural resources in a comprehensive 
manner— 

‘‘(1) by undertaking additional conserva-
tion activities; and 

‘‘(2) by improving, maintaining, and man-
aging existing conservation activities. 

‘‘(b) EXCLUSIONS.— 
‘‘(1) LAND ENROLLED IN OTHER CONSERVA-

TION PROGRAMS.—Subject to paragraph (2), 
the following land (even if covered by the 
definition of eligible land) is not eligible for 
enrollment in the program: 

‘‘(A) Land enrolled in the conservation re-
serve program, unless— 

‘‘(i) the conservation reserve contract will 
expire at the end of the fiscal year in which 
the land is to be enrolled in the program; and 

‘‘(ii) conservation reserve program pay-
ments for land enrolled in the program cease 
prior to the date on which the first program 
payment is made to the applicant under this 
subchapter. 

‘‘(B) Land enrolled in the agricultural con-
servation easement program in a wetland re-
serve easement. 

‘‘(C) Land enrolled in the conservation se-
curity program. 

‘‘(2) CONVERSION TO CROPLAND.—Eligible 
land used for crop production after October 
1, 2013, that had not been planted, considered 
to be planted, or devoted to crop production 
for at least 4 of the 6 years preceding that 
date shall not be the basis for any payment 
under the program, unless the land does not 
meet the requirement because— 

‘‘(A) the land had previously been enrolled 
in the conservation reserve program; 

‘‘(B) the land has been maintained using 
long-term crop rotation practices, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(C) the land is incidental land needed for 
efficient operation of the farm or ranch, as 
determined by the Secretary. 
‘‘SEC. 1238F. STEWARDSHIP CONTRACTS. 

‘‘(a) SUBMISSION OF CONTRACT OFFERS.—To 
be eligible to participate in the conservation 
stewardship program, a producer shall sub-
mit a contract offer for the agricultural op-
eration that— 

‘‘(1) demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary that the producer, at the time of 
the contract offer, is meeting the steward-
ship threshold for at least 2 priority resource 
concerns; and 

‘‘(2) would, at a minimum, meet or exceed 
the stewardship threshold for at least 1 addi-
tional priority resource concern by the end 
of the stewardship contract by— 

‘‘(A) installing and adopting additional 
conservation activities; and 

‘‘(B) improving, maintaining, and man-
aging existing conservation activities on the 
agricultural operation in a manner that in-
creases or extends the conservation benefits 
in place at the time the contract offer is ac-
cepted by the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) EVALUATION OF CONTRACT OFFERS.— 
‘‘(1) RANKING OF APPLICATIONS.—In evalu-

ating contract offers the Secretary shall 
rank applications based on— 

‘‘(A) the level of conservation treatment 
on all applicable priority resource concerns 
at the time of application; 

‘‘(B) the degree to which the proposed con-
servation activities effectively increase con-
servation performance; 

‘‘(C) the number of applicable priority re-
source concerns proposed to be treated to 
meet or exceed the stewardship threshold by 
the end of the contract; 

‘‘(D) the extent to which other priority re-
source concerns will be addressed to meet or 
exceed the stewardship threshold by the end 
of the contract period; 

‘‘(E) the extent to which the actual and an-
ticipated conservation benefits from the con-
tract are provided at the least cost relative 
to other similarly beneficial contract offers; 
and 

‘‘(F) the extent to which priority resource 
concerns will be addressed when 
transitioning from the conservation reserve 
program to agricultural production. 

‘‘(2) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary may not 
assign a higher priority to any application 
because the applicant is willing to accept a 
lower payment than the applicant would oth-
erwise be eligible to receive. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL CRITERIA.—The Secretary 
may develop and use such additional criteria 
that the Secretary determines are necessary 
to ensure that national, State, and local pri-
ority resource concerns are effectively ad-
dressed. 

‘‘(c) ENTERING INTO CONTRACTS.—After a 
determination that a producer is eligible for 
the program under subsection (a), and a de-
termination that the contract offer ranks 
sufficiently high under the evaluation cri-
teria under subsection (b), the Secretary 
shall enter into a conservation stewardship 
contract with the producer to enroll the eli-
gible land to be covered by the contract. 

‘‘(d) CONTRACT PROVISIONS.— 
‘‘(1) TERM.—A conservation stewardship 

contract shall be for a term of 5 years. 
‘‘(2) REQUIRED PROVISIONS.—The conserva-

tion stewardship contract of a producer 
shall— 

‘‘(A) state the amount of the payment the 
Secretary agrees to make to the producer for 
each year of the conservation stewardship 
contract under section 1238G(d); 

‘‘(B) require the producer— 
‘‘(i) to implement a conservation steward-

ship plan that describes the program pur-
poses to be achieved through 1 or more con-
servation activities; 

‘‘(ii) to maintain and supply information 
as required by the Secretary to determine 
compliance with the conservation steward-
ship plan and any other requirements of the 
program; and 

‘‘(iii) not to conduct any activities on the 
agricultural operation that would tend to de-
feat the purposes of the program; 

‘‘(C) permit all economic uses of the eligi-
ble land that— 

‘‘(i) maintain the agricultural nature of 
the land; and 

‘‘(ii) are consistent with the conservation 
purposes of the conservation stewardship 
contract; 

‘‘(D) include a provision to ensure that a 
producer shall not be considered in violation 
of the contract for failure to comply with 
the contract due to circumstances beyond 
the control of the producer, including a dis-
aster or related condition, as determined by 
the Secretary; 

‘‘(E) include provisions where upon the vio-
lation of a term or condition of the contract 
at any time the producer has control of the 
land— 

‘‘(i) if the Secretary determines that the 
violation warrants termination of the con-
tract— 

‘‘(I) to forfeit all rights to receive pay-
ments under the contract; and 

‘‘(II) to refund all or a portion of the pay-
ments received by the producer under the 
contract, including any interest on the pay-
ments, as determined by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(ii) if the Secretary determines that the 
violation does not warrant termination of 
the contract, to refund or accept adjust-
ments to the payments provided to the pro-
ducer, as the Secretary determines to be ap-
propriate; 

‘‘(F) include provisions in accordance with 
paragraphs (3) and (4) of this section; and 

‘‘(G) include any additional provisions the 
Secretary determines are necessary to carry 
out the program. 

‘‘(3) CHANGE OF INTEREST IN LAND SUBJECT 
TO A CONTRACT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—At the time of applica-
tion, a producer shall have control of the eli-
gible land to be enrolled in the program. Ex-
cept as provided in subparagraph (B), a 
change in the interest of a producer in eligi-
ble land covered by a contract under the pro-
gram shall result in the termination of the 
contract with regard to that land. 

‘‘(B) TRANSFER OF DUTIES AND RIGHTS.— 
Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if— 

‘‘(i) within a reasonable period of time (as 
determined by the Secretary) after the date 
of the change in the interest in all or a por-
tion of the land covered by a contract under 
the program, the transferee of the land pro-
vides written notice to the Secretary that 
duties and rights under the contract have 
been transferred to, and assumed by, the 
transferee for the portion of the land trans-
ferred; 

‘‘(ii) the transferee meets the eligibility re-
quirements of the program; and 

‘‘(iii) the Secretary approves the transfer 
of all duties and rights under the contract. 

‘‘(4) MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION OF CON-
TRACTS.— 

‘‘(A) VOLUNTARY MODIFICATION OR TERMI-
NATION.—The Secretary may modify or ter-
minate a contract with a producer if— 

‘‘(i) the producer agrees to the modifica-
tion or termination; and 

‘‘(ii) the Secretary determines that the 
modification or termination is in the public 
interest. 

‘‘(B) INVOLUNTARY TERMINATION.—The Sec-
retary may terminate a contract if the Sec-
retary determines that the producer violated 
the contract. 

‘‘(5) REPAYMENT.—If a contract is termi-
nated, the Secretary may, consistent with 
the purposes of the program— 

‘‘(A) allow the producer to retain payments 
already received under the contract; or 

‘‘(B) require repayment, in whole or in 
part, of payments received and assess liq-
uidated damages. 

‘‘(e) CONTRACT RENEWAL.—At the end of the 
initial 5-year contract period, the Secretary 
may allow the producer to renew the con-
tract for 1 additional 5-year period if the pro-
ducer— 
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‘‘(1) demonstrates compliance with the 

terms of the existing contract; 
‘‘(2) agrees to adopt and continue to inte-

grate conservation activities across the en-
tire agricultural operation as determined by 
the Secretary; and 

‘‘(3) agrees, at a minimum, to meet or ex-
ceed the stewardship threshold for at least 2 
additional priority resource concerns on the 
agricultural operation by the end of the con-
tract period. 
‘‘SEC. 1238G. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—To achieve the conserva-
tion goals of a contract under the conserva-
tion stewardship program, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(1) make the program available to eligible 
producers on a continuous enrollment basis 
with 1 or more ranking periods, 1 of which 
shall occur in the first quarter of each fiscal 
year; 

‘‘(2) identify not less than 5 priority re-
source concerns in a particular watershed or 
other appropriate region or area within a 
State; and 

‘‘(3) establish a science-based stewardship 
threshold for each priority resource concern 
identified under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(b) ALLOCATION TO STATES.—The Sec-
retary shall allocate acres to States for en-
rollment, based— 

‘‘(1) primarily on each State’s proportion 
of eligible land to the total acreage of eligi-
ble land in all States; and 

‘‘(2) also on consideration of— 
‘‘(A) the extent and magnitude of the con-

servation needs associated with agricultural 
production in each State; 

‘‘(B) the degree to which implementation 
of the program in the State is, or will be, ef-
fective in helping producers address those 
needs; and 

‘‘(C) other considerations to achieve equi-
table geographic distribution of funds, as de-
termined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) ACREAGE ENROLLMENT LIMITATION.— 
During the period beginning on October 1, 
2013, and ending on September 30, 2022, the 
Secretary shall, to the maximum extent 
practicable— 

‘‘(1) enroll in the program an additional 
10,348,000 acres for each fiscal year; and 

‘‘(2) manage the program to achieve a na-
tional average rate of $18 per acre, which 
shall include the costs of all financial assist-
ance, technical assistance, and any other ex-
penses associated with enrollment or partici-
pation in the program. 

‘‘(d) CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PAY-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(1) AVAILABILITY OF PAYMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall provide annual payments under 
the program to compensate the producer 
for— 

‘‘(A) installing and adopting additional 
conservation activities; and 

‘‘(B) improving, maintaining, and man-
aging conservation activities in place at the 
operation of the producer at the time the 
contract offer is accepted by the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENT AMOUNT.—The amount of the 
conservation stewardship annual payment 
shall be determined by the Secretary and 
based, to the maximum extent practicable, 
on the following factors: 

‘‘(A) Costs incurred by the producer associ-
ated with planning, design, materials, instal-
lation, labor, management, maintenance, or 
training. 

‘‘(B) Income forgone by the producer. 
‘‘(C) Expected conservation benefits. 
‘‘(D) The extent to which priority resource 

concerns will be addressed through the in-
stallation and adoption of conservation ac-
tivities on the agricultural operation. 

‘‘(E) The level of stewardship in place at 
the time of application and maintained over 
the term of the contract. 

‘‘(F) The degree to which the conservation 
activities will be integrated across the entire 
agricultural operation for all applicable pri-
ority resource concerns over the term of the 
contract. 

‘‘(G) Such other factors as determined by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) EXCLUSIONS.—A payment to a producer 
under this subsection shall not be provided 
for— 

‘‘(A) the design, construction, or mainte-
nance of animal waste storage or treatment 
facilities or associated waste transport or 
transfer devices for animal feeding oper-
ations; or 

‘‘(B) conservation activities for which 
there is no cost incurred or income forgone 
to the producer. 

‘‘(4) DELIVERY OF PAYMENTS.—In making 
stewardship payments, the Secretary shall, 
to the extent practicable— 

‘‘(A) prorate conservation performance 
over the term of the contract so as to accom-
modate, to the extent practicable, producers 
earning equal annual stewardship payments 
in each fiscal year; and 

‘‘(B) make stewardship payments as soon 
as practicable after October 1 of each fiscal 
year for activities carried out in the previous 
fiscal year. 

‘‘(e) SUPPLEMENTAL PAYMENTS FOR RE-
SOURCE-CONSERVING CROP ROTATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) AVAILABILITY OF PAYMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall provide additional payments to 
producers that, in participating in the pro-
gram, agree to adopt resource-conserving 
crop rotations to achieve beneficial crop ro-
tations as appropriate for the eligible land of 
the producers. 

‘‘(2) BENEFICIAL CROP ROTATIONS.—The Sec-
retary shall determine whether a resource- 
conserving crop rotation is a beneficial crop 
rotation eligible for additional payments 
under paragraph (1), based on whether the re-
source-conserving crop rotation is designed 
to provide natural resource conservation and 
production benefits. 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to receive 
a payment described in paragraph (1), a pro-
ducer shall agree to adopt and maintain the 
resource-conserving crop rotations for the 
term of the contract. 

‘‘(4) RESOURCE-CONSERVING CROP ROTA-
TION.—In this subsection, the term ‘resource- 
conserving crop rotation’ means a crop rota-
tion that— 

‘‘(A) includes at least 1 resource conserving 
crop (as defined by the Secretary); 

‘‘(B) reduces erosion; 
‘‘(C) improves soil fertility and tilth; 
‘‘(D) interrupts pest cycles; and 
‘‘(E) in applicable areas, reduces depletion 

of soil moisture or otherwise reduces the 
need for irrigation. 

‘‘(f) PAYMENT LIMITATIONS.—A person or 
legal entity may not receive, directly or in-
directly, payments under the program that, 
in the aggregate, exceed $200,000 under all 
contracts entered into during fiscal years 
2014 through 2018, excluding funding arrange-
ments with Indian tribes, regardless of the 
number of contracts entered into under the 
program by the person or legal entity. 

‘‘(g) SPECIALTY CROP AND ORGANIC PRO-
DUCERS.—The Secretary shall ensure that 
outreach and technical assistance are avail-
able, and program specifications are appro-
priate to enable specialty crop and organic 
producers to participate in the program. 

‘‘(h) COORDINATION WITH ORGANIC CERTIFI-
CATION.—The Secretary shall establish a 
transparent means by which producers may 
initiate organic certification under the Or-
ganic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
6501 et seq.) while participating in a contract 
under the program. 

‘‘(i) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall 
promulgate regulations that— 

‘‘(1) prescribe such other rules as the Sec-
retary determines to be necessary to ensure 
a fair and reasonable application of the limi-
tations established under subsection (f); and 

‘‘(2) otherwise enable the Secretary to 
carry out the program.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 

(c) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendment made by 

this section shall not affect the validity or 
terms of any contract entered into by the 
Secretary of Agriculture under subchapter B 
of chapter 2 of subtitle D of title XII of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838d et 
seq.) before October 1, 2013, or any payments 
required to be made in connection with the 
contract. 

(2) CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM.— 
Funds made available under section 
1241(a)(4) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3841(a)(4)) (as amended by section 
2601(a)) may be used to administer and make 
payments to program participants enrolled 
into contracts during any of fiscal years 2009 
through 2013. 

Subtitle C—Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program 

SEC. 2201. PURPOSES. 
Section 1240 of the Food Security Act of 

1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as 

subparagraph (C) and, in such subparagraph, 
by inserting ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon; and 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 
following: 

‘‘(B) develop and improve wildlife habitat; 
and’’; 

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a period; and 

(3) by striking paragraph (5). 
SEC. 2202. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 1240A of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–1) is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (2) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (3) through (6) as para-
graphs (2) through (5), respectively; and 

(2) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated), by 
inserting ‘‘established under the Organic 
Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6501 et 
seq.)’’ after ‘‘national organic program’’. 
SEC. 2203. ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRA-

TION. 
Section 1240B of the Food Security Act of 

1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–2) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘2014’’ and 

inserting ‘‘2018’’; 
(2) in subsection (b), by striking paragraph 

(2) and inserting the following: 
‘‘(2) TERM.—A contract under the program 

shall have a term that does not exceed 10 
years.’’; 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking subpara-

graphs (A) through (G) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) soil health; 
‘‘(B) water quality and quantity improve-

ment; 
‘‘(C) nutrient management; 
‘‘(D) pest management; 
‘‘(E) air quality improvement; 
‘‘(F) wildlife habitat development, includ-

ing pollinator habitat; 
‘‘(G) invasive species management; or 
‘‘(H) other resource issues of regional or 

national significance, as determined by the 
Secretary.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A) in the matter pre-

ceding clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, veteran 
farmer or rancher (as defined in section 
2501(e) of the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
tion, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
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2279(e))),’’ before ‘‘or a beginning farmer or 
rancher’’; and 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(B) ADVANCE PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not more than 30 percent 

of the amount determined under subpara-
graph (A) may be provided in advance for the 
purpose of purchasing materials or con-
tracting. 

‘‘(ii) RETURN OF FUNDS.—If funds provided 
in advance are not expended during the 90- 
day period beginning on the date of receipt 
of the funds, the funds shall be returned 
within a reasonable time frame, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.’’; 

(4) by striking subsection (f) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(f) ALLOCATION OF FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) LIVESTOCK.—For each of fiscal years 

2014 through 2018, at least 60 percent of the 
funds made available for payments under the 
program shall be targeted at practices relat-
ing to livestock production. 

‘‘(2) WILDLIFE HABITAT.—For each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018, at least 5 percent of 
the funds made available for payments under 
the program shall be targeted at practices 
benefitting wildlife habitat under subsection 
(g).’’; and 

(5) by striking subsection (g) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(g) WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVE PRO-
GRAM.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide payments under the environmental 
quality incentives program for conservation 
practices that support the restoration, devel-
opment, and improvement of wildlife habitat 
on eligible land, including— 

‘‘(A) upland wildlife habitat; 
‘‘(B) wetland wildlife habitat; 
‘‘(C) habitat for threatened and endangered 

species; 
‘‘(D) fish habitat; 
‘‘(E) habitat on pivot corners and other ir-

regular areas of a field; and 
‘‘(F) other types of wildlife habitat, as de-

termined by the Secretary. 
‘‘(2) STATE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE.—In de-

termining the practices eligible for payment 
under paragraph (1) and targeted for funding 
under subsection (f), the Secretary shall, at 
a minimum, consult with the relevant State 
technical committee once a year. 

‘‘(3) WAIVER.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this chapter, the Secretary may 
make payments to a State or local unit of 
government to enroll land that is riparian 
to, or submerged under, a water body or wet-
land if the Secretary determines that the in-
clusion of the land would support the res-
toration, development, and improvement of 
wildlife habitat.’’. 
SEC. 2204. EVALUATION OF APPLICATIONS. 

Section 1240C(b) of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–3(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘environ-
mental’’ and inserting ‘‘conservation’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘purpose of 
the environmental quality incentives pro-
gram specified in section 1240(1)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘purposes of the program’’. 
SEC. 2205. DUTIES OF PRODUCERS. 

Section 1240D(2) of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–4(2)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘farm, ranch, or forest’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘enrolled’’. 
SEC. 2206. LIMITATION ON PAYMENTS. 

Section 1240G of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–7) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘by the person or entity 

during any six-year period,’’ and inserting 
‘‘during fiscal years 2014 through 2018’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘federally recognized’’ and 
all that follows through the period and in-

serting ‘‘Indian tribes under section 1244(l).’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘any 
six-year period’’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 
2014 through 2018’’. 
SEC. 2207. CONSERVATION INNOVATION GRANTS 

AND PAYMENTS. 
Section 1240H of the Food Security Act of 

1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–8) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘2012’’ 

and inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) REPORTING.—Not later than December 

31, 2014, and every 2 years thereafter, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the 
Senate and the Committee on Agriculture of 
the House of Representatives a report on the 
status of projects funded under this section, 
including— 

‘‘(1) funding awarded; 
‘‘(2) project results; and 
‘‘(3) incorporation of project findings, such 

as new technology and innovative ap-
proaches, into the conservation efforts im-
plemented by the Secretary.’’. 
SEC. 2208. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 
this subtitle shall take effect on October 1, 
2013. 

(b) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS.—The 
amendments made by this title shall not af-
fect the validity or terms of any contract en-
tered into by the Secretary of Agriculture 
under chapter 4 of subtitle D of title XII of 
the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3839aa et seq.) before October 1, 2013, or any 
payments required to be made in connection 
with the contract. 

Subtitle D—Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program 

SEC. 2301. AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION EASE-
MENT PROGRAM. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Title XII of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘Subtitle H—Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program 

‘‘SEC. 1265. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish an Agricultural Conservation Ease-
ment Program for the conservation of eligi-
ble land and natural resources through ease-
ments or other interests in land. 

‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the pro-
gram are to— 

‘‘(1) combine the purposes and coordinate 
the functions of the wetlands reserve pro-
gram established under section 1237, the 
grassland reserve program established under 
section 1238N, and the farmland protection 
program established under section 1238I; 

‘‘(2) restore, protect, and enhance wetland 
on eligible land; 

‘‘(3) protect the agricultural use, viability, 
and related conservation values of eligible 
land by limiting nonagricultural uses of that 
land; and 

‘‘(4) protect grazing uses and related con-
servation values by restoring and conserving 
eligible land. 
‘‘SEC. 1265A. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this subtitle: 
‘‘(1) AGRICULTURAL LAND EASEMENT.—The 

term ‘agricultural land easement’ means an 
easement or other interest in eligible land 
that— 

‘‘(A) is conveyed for the purposes of pro-
tecting natural resources and the agricul-
tural nature of the land, and of promoting 
agricultural viability for future generations; 
and 

‘‘(B) permits the landowner the right to 
continue agricultural production and related 
uses subject to an agricultural land ease-
ment plan. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible 
entity’ means— 

‘‘(A) an agency of State or local govern-
ment or an Indian tribe (including farmland 
protection board or land resource council es-
tablished under State law); or 

‘‘(B) an organization that is— 
‘‘(i) organized for, and at all times since 

the formation of the organization has been 
operated principally for, 1 or more of the 
conservation purposes specified in clause (i), 
(ii), (iii), or (iv) of section 170(h)(4)(A) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986; 

‘‘(ii) an organization described in section 
501(c)(3) of that Code that is exempt from 
taxation under section 501(a) of that Code; or 

‘‘(iii) described in— 
‘‘(I) paragraph (1) or (2) of section 509(a) of 

that Code; or 
‘‘(II) section 509(a)(3) of that Code and is 

controlled by an organization described in 
section 509(a)(2) of that Code. 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘eligible 
land’ means private or tribal land that is— 

‘‘(A) in the case of an agricultural land 
easement, agricultural land, including land 
on a farm or ranch— 

‘‘(i) that is subject to a pending offer for 
purchase from an eligible entity; 

‘‘(ii) that— 
‘‘(I) has prime, unique, or other productive 

soil; 
‘‘(II) contains historical or archaeological 

resources; or 
‘‘(III) the protection of which could, con-

sistent with the purposes of the program— 
‘‘(aa) further a State or local policy; or 
‘‘(bb) conserve grassland or agricultural 

landscapes of significant ecological value; 
and 

‘‘(iii) that is— 
‘‘(I) cropland; 
‘‘(II) rangeland; 
‘‘(III) grassland or land that contains forbs, 

or shrubland for which grazing is the pre-
dominant use; 

‘‘(IV) pastureland; or 
‘‘(V) nonindustrial private forest land that 

contributes to the economic viability of an 
offered parcel or serves as a buffer to protect 
such land from development; 

‘‘(B) in the case of a wetland reserve ease-
ment, a wetland or related area, including— 

‘‘(i) farmed or converted wetland, together 
with the adjacent land that is functionally 
dependent on that land if the Secretary de-
termines it— 

‘‘(I) is likely to be successfully restored in 
a cost effective manner; and 

‘‘(II) will maximize the wildlife benefits 
and wetland functions and values as deter-
mined by the Secretary in consultation with 
the Secretary of the Interior at the local 
level; 

‘‘(ii) cropland or grassland that was used 
for agricultural production prior to flooding 
from the natural overflow of a closed basin 
lake or pothole, as determined by the Sec-
retary, together (where practicable) with the 
adjacent land that is functionally dependent 
on the cropland or grassland; 

‘‘(iii) farmed wetland and adjoining land 
that— 

‘‘(I) is enrolled in the conservation reserve 
program; 

‘‘(II) has the highest wetland functions and 
values; and 

‘‘(III) is likely to return to production 
after the land leaves the conservation re-
serve program; 

‘‘(iv) riparian areas that link wetland that 
is protected by easements or some other de-
vice that achieves the same purpose as an 
easement; or 

‘‘(v) other wetland of an owner that would 
not otherwise be eligible if the Secretary de-
termines that the inclusion of such wetland 
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in such easement would significantly add to 
the functional value of the easement; and 

‘‘(C) in the case of both an agricultural 
land easement or wetland reserve easement, 
other land that is incidental to eligible land 
if the Secretary determines that it is nec-
essary for the efficient administration of the 
easements under this program. 

‘‘(4) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means 
the Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program established by this subtitle. 

‘‘(5) WETLAND RESERVE EASEMENT.—The 
term ‘wetland reserve easement’ means a re-
served interest in eligible land that— 

‘‘(A) is defined and delineated in a deed; 
and 

‘‘(B) stipulates— 
‘‘(i) the rights, title, and interests in land 

conveyed to the Secretary; and 
‘‘(ii) the rights, title, and interests in land 

that are reserved to the landowner. 

‘‘SEC. 1265B. AGRICULTURAL LAND EASEMENTS. 

‘‘(a) AVAILABILITY OF ASSISTANCE.—The 
Secretary shall facilitate and provide fund-
ing for— 

‘‘(1) the purchase by eligible entities of ag-
ricultural land easements and other inter-
ests in eligible land; and 

‘‘(2) technical assistance to provide for the 
conservation of natural resources pursuant 
to an agricultural land easement plan. 

‘‘(b) COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide cost-share assistance to eligible entities 
for purchasing agricultural land easements 
to protect the agricultural use, including 
grazing, and related conservation values of 
eligible land. 

‘‘(2) SCOPE OF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE.— 
‘‘(A) FEDERAL SHARE.—Subject to subpara-

graph (C), an agreement described in para-
graph (4) shall provide for a Federal share de-
termined by the Secretary of an amount not 
to exceed 50 percent of the fair market value 
of the agricultural land easement or other 
interest in land, as determined by the Sec-
retary using— 

‘‘(i) the Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practices; 

‘‘(ii) an area-wide market analysis or sur-
vey; or 

‘‘(iii) another industry approved method. 
‘‘(B) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(C), under the agreement, the eligible entity 
shall provide a share that is at least equiva-
lent to that provided by the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) SOURCE OF CONTRIBUTION.—An eligible 
entity may include as part of its share a 
charitable donation or qualified conserva-
tion contribution (as defined by section 
170(h) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) 
from the private landowner if the eligible en-
tity contributes its own cash resources in an 
amount that is at least 50 percent of the 
amount contributed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) WAIVER AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(i) GRASSLAND.—In the case of grassland 

of special environmental significance, as de-
termined by the Secretary, the Secretary 
may provide up to 75 percent of the fair mar-
ket value of the agricultural land easement. 

‘‘(ii) CASH CONTRIBUTION.—For purposes of 
subparagraph (B)(ii), the Secretary may 
waive any portion of the eligible entity cash 
contribution requirement for projects of spe-
cial significance, subject to an increase in 
the private landowner donation that is equal 
to the amount of the waiver, if the donation 
is voluntary. 

‘‘(3) EVALUATION AND RANKING OF APPLICA-
TIONS.— 

‘‘(A) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish evaluation and ranking criteria to maxi-
mize the benefit of Federal investment under 
the program. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In establishing the 
criteria, the Secretary shall emphasize sup-
port for— 

‘‘(i) protecting agricultural uses and re-
lated conservation values of the land; and 

‘‘(ii) maximizing the protection of areas 
devoted to agricultural use. 

‘‘(C) BIDDING DOWN.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that 2 or more applications for cost- 
share assistance are comparable in achieving 
the purpose of the program, the Secretary 
shall not assign a higher priority to any of 
those applications solely on the basis of less-
er cost to the program. 

‘‘(4) AGREEMENTS WITH ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

enter into agreements with eligible entities 
to stipulate the terms and conditions under 
which the eligible entity is permitted to use 
cost-share assistance provided under this 
section. 

‘‘(B) LENGTH OF AGREEMENTS.—An agree-
ment shall be for a term that is— 

‘‘(i) in the case of an eligible entity cer-
tified under the process described in para-
graph (5), a minimum of 5 years; and 

‘‘(ii) for all other eligible entities, at least 
3, but not more than 5 years. 

‘‘(C) MINIMUM TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—An 
eligible entity shall be authorized to use its 
own terms and conditions for agricultural 
land easements so long as the Secretary de-
termines such terms and conditions— 

‘‘(i) are consistent with the purposes of the 
program; 

‘‘(ii) are permanent or for the maximum 
duration allowed under applicable State law; 

‘‘(iii) permit effective enforcement of the 
conservation purposes of such easements, in-
cluding appropriate restrictions depending 
on the purposes for which the easement is 
acquired; 

‘‘(iv) include a right of enforcement for the 
Secretary if terms of the easement are not 
enforced by the holder of the easement; 

‘‘(v) subject the land in which an interest 
is purchased to an agricultural land ease-
ment plan that— 

‘‘(I) describes the activities which promote 
the long-term viability of the land to meet 
the purposes for which the easement was ac-
quired; 

‘‘(II) requires the management of grassland 
according to a grassland management plan; 
and 

‘‘(III) includes a conservation plan, where 
appropriate, and requires, at the option of 
the Secretary, the conversion of highly erod-
ible cropland to less intensive uses; and 

‘‘(vi) include a limit on the impervious sur-
faces to be allowed that is consistent with 
the agricultural activities to be conducted. 

‘‘(D) SUBSTITUTION OF QUALIFIED 
PROJECTS.—An agreement shall allow, upon 
mutual agreement of the parties, substi-
tution of qualified projects that are identi-
fied at the time of the proposed substitution. 

‘‘(E) EFFECT OF VIOLATION.—If a violation 
occurs of a term or condition of an agree-
ment under this subsection— 

‘‘(i) the agreement may be terminated; and 
‘‘(ii) the Secretary may require the eligible 

entity to refund all or part of any payments 
received by the entity under the program, 
with interest on the payments as determined 
appropriate by the Secretary. 

‘‘(5) CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.— 
‘‘(A) CERTIFICATION PROCESS.—The Sec-

retary shall establish a process under which 
the Secretary may— 

‘‘(i) directly certify eligible entities that 
meet established criteria; 

‘‘(ii) enter into long-term agreements with 
certified eligible entities; and 

‘‘(iii) accept proposals for cost-share as-
sistance for the purchase of agricultural land 
easements throughout the duration of such 
agreements. 

‘‘(B) CERTIFICATION CRITERIA.—In order to 
be certified, an eligible entity shall dem-
onstrate to the Secretary that the entity 
will maintain, at a minimum, for the dura-
tion of the agreement— 

‘‘(i) a plan for administering easements 
that is consistent with the purposes of the 
program described in paragraphs (3) and (4) 
of section 1265(b); 

‘‘(ii) the capacity and resources to monitor 
and enforce agricultural land easements; and 

‘‘(iii) policies and procedures to ensure— 
‘‘(I) the long-term integrity of agricultural 

land easements on eligible land; 
‘‘(II) timely completion of acquisitions of 

easements; and 
‘‘(III) timely and complete evaluation and 

reporting to the Secretary on the use of 
funds provided under the program. 

‘‘(C) REVIEW AND REVISION.— 
‘‘(i) REVIEW.—The Secretary shall conduct 

a review of eligible entities certified under 
subparagraph (A) every 3 years to ensure 
that such entities are meeting the criteria 
established under subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(ii) REVOCATION.—If the Secretary finds 
that the certified entity no longer meets the 
criteria established under subparagraph (B), 
the Secretary may— 

‘‘(I) allow the certified entity a specified 
period of time, at a minimum 180 days, in 
which to take such actions as may be nec-
essary to meet the criteria; and 

‘‘(II) revoke the certification of the entity, 
if after the specified period of time, the cer-
tified entity does not meet such criteria. 

‘‘(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary may provide technical assistance, if 
requested, to assist in— 

‘‘(1) compliance with the terms and condi-
tions of easements; and 

‘‘(2) implementation of an agricultural 
land easement plan. 
‘‘SEC. 1265C. WETLAND RESERVE EASEMENTS. 

‘‘(a) AVAILABILITY OF ASSISTANCE.—The 
Secretary shall provide assistance to owners 
of eligible land to restore, protect, and en-
hance wetland through— 

‘‘(1) easements and related wetland reserve 
easement plans; and 

‘‘(2) technical assistance. 
‘‘(b) EASEMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) METHOD OF ENROLLMENT.—The Sec-

retary shall enroll eligible land through the 
use of— 

‘‘(A) 30-year easements; 
‘‘(B) permanent easements; 
‘‘(C) easements for the maximum duration 

allowed under applicable State laws; or 
‘‘(D) as an option for Indian tribes only, 30- 

year contracts. 
‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) INELIGIBLE LAND.—The Secretary may 

not acquire easements on— 
‘‘(i) land established to trees under the 

conservation reserve program, except in 
cases where the Secretary determines it 
would further the purposes of the program; 
and 

‘‘(ii) farmed wetland or converted wetland 
where the conversion was not commenced 
prior to December 23, 1985. 

‘‘(B) CHANGES IN OWNERSHIP.—No easement 
shall be created on land that has changed 
ownership during the preceding 12-month pe-
riod unless— 

‘‘(i) the new ownership was acquired by 
will or succession as a result of the death of 
the previous owner; 

‘‘(ii)(I) the ownership change occurred be-
cause of foreclosure on the land; and 

‘‘(II) immediately before the foreclosure, 
the owner of the land exercises a right of re-
demption from the mortgage holder in ac-
cordance with State law; or 

‘‘(iii) the Secretary determines that the 
land was acquired under circumstances that 
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give adequate assurances that such land was 
not acquired for the purposes of placing it in 
the program. 

‘‘(3) EVALUATION AND RANKING OF OFFERS.— 
‘‘(A) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall estab-

lish evaluation and ranking criteria to maxi-
mize the benefit of Federal investment under 
the program. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—When evaluating of-
fers from landowners, the Secretary may 
consider— 

‘‘(i) the conservation benefits of obtaining 
an easement or 30-year contract, including 
the potential environmental benefits if the 
land was removed from agricultural produc-
tion; 

‘‘(ii) the cost-effectiveness of each ease-
ment or 30-year contract, so as to maximize 
the environmental benefits per dollar ex-
pended; 

‘‘(iii) whether the landowner or another 
person is offering to contribute financially 
to the cost of the easement or 30-year con-
tract to leverage Federal funds; and 

‘‘(iv) such other factors as the Secretary 
determines are necessary to carry out the 
purposes of the program. 

‘‘(C) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall place 
priority on acquiring easements based on the 
value of the easement for protecting and en-
hancing habitat for migratory birds and 
other wildlife. 

‘‘(4) AGREEMENT.—To be eligible to place 
eligible land into the program through a 
wetland reserve easement, the owner of such 
land shall enter into an agreement with the 
Secretary to— 

‘‘(A) grant an easement on such land to the 
Secretary; 

‘‘(B) authorize the implementation of a 
wetland reserve easement plan; 

‘‘(C) create and record an appropriate deed 
restriction in accordance with applicable 
State law to reflect the easement agreed to; 

‘‘(D) provide a written statement of con-
sent to such easement signed by those hold-
ing a security interest in the land; 

‘‘(E) comply with the terms and conditions 
of the easement and any related agreements; 
and 

‘‘(F) permanently retire any existing crop-
land base and allotment history for the land 
on which the easement has been obtained. 

‘‘(5) TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF EASEMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A wetland reserve ease-

ment shall include terms and conditions 
that— 

‘‘(i) permit— 
‘‘(I) repairs, improvements, and inspections 

on the land that are necessary to maintain 
existing public drainage systems; and 

‘‘(II) owners to control public access on the 
easement areas while identifying access 
routes to be used for restoration activities 
and management and easement monitoring; 

‘‘(ii) prohibit— 
‘‘(I) the alteration of wildlife habitat and 

other natural features of such land, unless 
specifically authorized by the Secretary; 

‘‘(II) the spraying of such land with chemi-
cals or the mowing of such land, except 
where such spraying or mowing is authorized 
by the Secretary or is necessary— 

‘‘(aa) to comply with Federal or State nox-
ious weed control laws; 

‘‘(bb) to comply with a Federal or State 
emergency pest treatment program; or 

‘‘(cc) to meet habitat needs of specific 
wildlife species; 

‘‘(III) any activities to be carried out on 
the owner’s or successor’s land that is imme-
diately adjacent to, and functionally related 
to, the land that is subject to the easement 
if such activities will alter, degrade, or oth-
erwise diminish the functional value of the 
eligible land; and 

‘‘(IV) the adoption of any other practice 
that would tend to defeat the purposes of the 
program, as determined by the Secretary; 

‘‘(iii) provide for the efficient and effective 
establishment of wetland functions and val-
ues; and 

‘‘(iv) include such additional provisions as 
the Secretary determines are desirable to 
carry out the program or facilitate the prac-
tical administration thereof. 

‘‘(B) VIOLATION.—On the violation of the 
terms or conditions of the easement, the 
easement shall remain in force and the Sec-
retary may require the owner to refund all 
or part of any payments received by the 
owner under the program, together with in-
terest thereon as determined appropriate by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) COMPATIBLE USES.—Land subject to a 
wetland reserve easement may be used for 
compatible economic uses, including such 
activities as hunting and fishing, managed 
timber harvest, or periodic haying or graz-
ing, if such use is specifically permitted by 
the wetland reserve easement plan and is 
consistent with the long-term protection and 
enhancement of the wetland resources for 
which the easement was established. 

‘‘(D) RESERVATION OF GRAZING RIGHTS.—The 
Secretary may include in the terms and con-
ditions of an easement a provision under 
which the owner reserves grazing rights if— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary determines that the res-
ervation and use of the grazing rights— 

‘‘(I) is compatible with the land subject to 
the easement; 

‘‘(II) is consistent with the historical nat-
ural uses of the land and long-term protec-
tion and enhancement goals for which the 
easement was established; and 

‘‘(III) complies with the wetland reserve 
easement plan; and 

‘‘(ii) the agreement provides for a commen-
surate reduction in the easement payment to 
account for the grazing value, as determined 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(E) APPLICATION.—The relevant provisions 
of this paragraph shall also apply to a 30- 
year contract. 

‘‘(6) COMPENSATION.— 
‘‘(A) DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pay 

as compensation for a permanent easement 
acquired an amount necessary to encourage 
enrollment in the program based on the low-
est of— 

‘‘(I) the fair market value of the land, as 
determined by the Secretary, using the Uni-
form Standards of Professional Appraisal 
Practices or an area-wide market analysis or 
survey; 

‘‘(II) the amount corresponding to a geo-
graphical cap, as determined by the Sec-
retary in regulations; or 

‘‘(III) the offer made by the landowner. 
‘‘(ii) OTHER.—Compensation for a 30-year 

contract or 30-year easement shall be not 
less than 50 percent, but not more than 75 
percent, of the compensation that would be 
paid for a permanent easement. 

‘‘(B) FORM OF PAYMENT.—Compensation 
shall be provided by the Secretary in the 
form of a cash payment, in an amount deter-
mined under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) PAYMENT SCHEDULE.— 
‘‘(i) EASEMENTS VALUED AT LESS THAN 

$500,000.—For easements valued at $500,000 or 
less, the Secretary may provide easement 
payments in not more than 10 annual pay-
ments. 

‘‘(ii) EASEMENTS VALUED AT MORE THAN 
$500,000.—For easements valued at more than 
$500,000, the Secretary may provide easement 
payments in at least 5, but not more than 10 
annual payments, except that, if the Sec-
retary determines it would further the pur-
poses of the program, the Secretary may 

make a lump sum payment for such an ease-
ment. 

‘‘(c) EASEMENT RESTORATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide financial assistance to carry out the es-
tablishment of conservation measures and 
practices and protect wetland functions and 
values, including necessary maintenance ac-
tivities, as set forth in a wetland reserve 
easement plan. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENTS.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(A) in the case of a permanent easement, 

pay an amount that is not less than 75 per-
cent, but not more than 100 percent, of the 
eligible costs; and 

‘‘(B) in the case of a 30-year contract or 30- 
year easement, pay an amount that is not 
less than 50 percent, but not more than 75 
percent, of the eligible costs. 

‘‘(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall as-

sist owners in complying with the terms and 
conditions of easements and 30-year con-
tracts. 

‘‘(2) CONTRACTS OR AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may enter into 1 or more contracts 
with private entities or agreements with a 
State, non-governmental organization, or In-
dian tribe to carry out necessary restora-
tion, enhancement or maintenance of an 
easement if the Secretary determines that 
the contract or agreement will advance the 
purposes of the program. 

‘‘(e) WETLAND ENHANCEMENT OPTION.—The 
Secretary may enter into 1 or more agree-
ments with a State (including a political 
subdivision or agency of a State), nongovern-
mental organization, or Indian tribe to carry 
out a special wetland enhancement option 
that the Secretary determines would ad-
vance the purposes of the program. 

‘‘(f) ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(1) WETLAND RESERVE EASEMENT PLAN.— 

The Secretary shall develop a wetland re-
serve easement plan for eligible land subject 
to a wetland reserve easement, which will in-
clude the practices and activities necessary 
to restore, protect, enhance, and maintain 
the enrolled land. 

‘‘(2) DELEGATION OF EASEMENT ADMINISTRA-
TION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may dele-
gate any of the easement management, mon-
itoring, and enforcement responsibilities of 
the Secretary to other Federal or State 
agencies that have the appropriate author-
ity, expertise and resources necessary to 
carry out such delegated responsibilities or 
to other conservation organizations if the 
Secretary determines the organization has 
similar expertise and resources. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not 
delegate any of the monitoring or enforce-
ment responsibilities under the program to 
conservation organizations. 

‘‘(3) PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) TIMING OF PAYMENTS.—The Secretary 

shall provide payment for obligations in-
curred by the Secretary under this section— 

‘‘(i) with respect to any easement restora-
tion obligation as soon as possible after the 
obligation is incurred; and 

‘‘(ii) with respect to any annual easement 
payment obligation incurred by the Sec-
retary as soon as possible after October 1 of 
each calendar year. 

‘‘(B) PAYMENTS TO OTHERS.—If an owner 
who is entitled to a payment dies, becomes 
incompetent, is otherwise unable to receive 
such payment, or is succeeded by another 
person or entity who renders or completes 
the required performance, the Secretary 
shall make such payment, in accordance 
with regulations prescribed by the Secretary 
and without regard to any other provision of 
law, in such manner as the Secretary deter-
mines is fair and reasonable in light of all of 
the circumstances. 
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‘‘SEC. 1265D. ADMINISTRATION. 

‘‘(a) INELIGIBLE LAND.—The Secretary may 
not acquire an easement under the program 
on— 

‘‘(1) land owned by an agency of the United 
States, other than land held in trust for In-
dian tribes; 

‘‘(2) land owned in fee title by a State, in-
cluding an agency or a subdivision of a 
State, or a unit of local government; 

‘‘(3) land subject to an easement or deed re-
striction which, as determined by the Sec-
retary, provides similar protection as would 
be provided by enrollment in the program; 
and 

‘‘(4) land where the purposes of the pro-
gram would be undermined due to on-site or 
off-site conditions, such as risk of hazardous 
substances, proposed or existing rights of 
way, infrastructure development, or adjacent 
land uses. 

‘‘(b) PRIORITY.—In evaluating applications 
under the program, the Secretary may give 
priority to land that is currently enrolled in 
the conservation reserve program in a con-
tract that is set to expire within 1 year and— 

‘‘(1) in the case of an agricultural land 
easement, is grassland that would benefit 
from protection under a long-term easement; 
and 

‘‘(2) in the case of a wetland reserve ease-
ment, is a wetland or related area with the 
highest functions and values and is likely to 
return to production after the land leaves 
the conservation reserve program. 

‘‘(c) SUBORDINATION, EXCHANGE, MODIFICA-
TION, AND TERMINATION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may sub-
ordinate, exchange, terminate, or modify 
any interest in land, or portion of such inter-
est, administered by the Secretary, either di-
rectly or on behalf of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation under the program when the 
Secretary determines that— 

‘‘(A) it is in the Federal Government’s in-
terest to subordinate, exchange, modify or 
terminate the interest in land; 

‘‘(B) the subordination, exchange, modi-
fication, or termination action— 

‘‘(i) will address a compelling public need 
for which there is no practicable alternative, 
or 

‘‘(ii) such action will further the practical 
administration of the program; and 

‘‘(C) the subordination, exchange, modi-
fication, or termination action will result in 
comparable conservation value and equiva-
lent or greater economic value to the United 
States. 

‘‘(2) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall 
work with the current owner, and eligible 
entity if applicable, to address any subordi-
nation, exchange, termination, or modifica-
tion of the interest, or portion of such inter-
est in land. 

‘‘(3) NOTICE.—At least 90 days before taking 
any termination action described in para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall provide written 
notice of such action to the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate. 

‘‘(d) LAND ENROLLED IN OTHER PROGRAMS.— 
‘‘(1) CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM.—The 

Secretary may terminate or modify an exist-
ing contract entered into under section 
1231(a) if eligible land that is subject to such 
contract is transferred into the program. 

‘‘(2) OTHER.—Land enrolled in the wetlands 
reserve program, grassland reserve program, 
or farmland protection program shall be con-
sidered enrolled in this program.’’. 

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH CERTAIN REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Before an eligible entity or owner of 
eligible land may receive assistance under 
subtitle H of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985, the eligible entity or person shall 
agree, during the crop year for which the as-

sistance is provided and in exchange for the 
assistance— 

(1) to comply with applicable conservation 
requirements under subtitle B of title XII of 
that Act (16 U.S.C. 3811 et seq.); and 

(2) to comply with applicable wetland pro-
tection requirements under subtitle C of 
title XII of that Act (16 U.S.C. 3821 et seq.). 

(c) CROSS-REFERENCE.—Section 1244 of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3844) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub-

paragraph (A); 
(ii) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub-

paragraph (B); and 
(iii) by striking subparagraph (C); 
(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-

graph (3); and 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(2) the Agricultural Conservation Ease-

ment Program established under subtitle H; 
and’’; and 

(2) in subsection (f)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘pro-

grams administered under subchapters B and 
C of chapter 1 of subtitle D’’ and inserting 
‘‘conservation reserve program established 
under subchapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle D 
and the Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program under subtitle H using wetland re-
serve easements under section 1265C’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-
chapter C of chapter 1 of subtitle D’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the Agricultural Conservation Ease-
ment Program under subtitle H using wet-
land reserve easements under section 1265C’’; 
and 

(B) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(4) EXCLUSIONS.— 
‘‘(A) SHELTERBELTS AND WINDBREAKS.—The 

limitations established under paragraph (1) 
shall not apply to cropland that is subject to 
an easement under subchapter C of chapter 1 
that is used for the establishment of 
shelterbelts and windbreaks. 

‘‘(B) WET AND SATURATED SOILS.—For the 
purposes of enrolling land in a wetland re-
serve easement under subtitle H, the limita-
tions established under paragraph (1) shall 
not apply to cropland designated by the Sec-
retary with subclass w in the land capability 
classes IV through VIII because of severe use 
limitations due to soil saturation or inunda-
tion.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 

Subtitle E—Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program 

SEC. 2401. REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNER-
SHIP PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XII of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 is amended by inserting 
after subtitle H (as added by section 2301) the 
following: 

‘‘Subtitle I—Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program 

‘‘SEC. 1271. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish a Regional Conservation Partner-
ship Program to implement eligible activi-
ties through— 

‘‘(1) partnership agreements with eligible 
partners; and 

‘‘(2) contracts with producers. 
‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the pro-

gram are— 
‘‘(1) to combine the purposes and coordi-

nate the functions of— 
‘‘(A) the agricultural water enhancement 

program established under section 1240I; 
‘‘(B) the Chesapeake Bay watershed pro-

gram established under section 1240Q; 

‘‘(C) the cooperative conservation partner-
ship initiative established under section 1243; 
and 

‘‘(D) the Great Lakes basin program for 
soil erosion and sediment control established 
under section 1240P; 

‘‘(2) to further the conservation, restora-
tion, and sustainable use of soil, water, wild-
life, and related natural resources on a re-
gional or watershed scale; and 

‘‘(3) to encourage partners to cooperate 
with producers in— 

‘‘(A) meeting or avoiding the need for na-
tional, State, and local natural resource reg-
ulatory requirements related to production; 
and 

‘‘(B) implementing projects that will result 
in the installation and maintenance of eligi-
ble activities that affect multiple agricul-
tural or nonindustrial private forest oper-
ations on a local, regional, State, or multi- 
State basis. 

‘‘SEC. 1271A. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this subtitle: 
‘‘(1) COVERED PROGRAMS.—The term ‘cov-

ered programs’ means— 
‘‘(A) the agricultural conservation ease-

ment program; 
‘‘(B) the environmental quality incentives 

program; 
‘‘(C) the conservation stewardship pro-

gram; and 
‘‘(D) the healthy forests reserve program 

established under section 501 of the Healthy 
Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 
6571). 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITY.—The term ‘eligible 
activity’ means any of the following con-
servation activities when delivered through 
a covered program: 

‘‘(A) Water quality restoration or enhance-
ment projects, including nutrient manage-
ment and sediment reduction. 

‘‘(B) Water quantity conservation, restora-
tion, or enhancement projects relating to 
surface water and groundwater resources, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(i) the conversion of irrigated cropland to 
the production of less water-intensive agri-
cultural commodities or dryland farming; 
and 

‘‘(ii) irrigation system improvement and 
irrigation efficiency enhancement. 

‘‘(C) Drought mitigation. 
‘‘(D) Flood prevention. 
‘‘(E) Water retention. 
‘‘(F) Habitat conservation, restoration, and 

enhancement. 
‘‘(G) Erosion control. 
‘‘(H) Forest restoration, including recovery 

of threatened and endangered species, im-
provement of biodiversity, and enhancement 
of carbon sequestration. 

‘‘(I) Other related activities that the Sec-
retary determines will help achieve con-
servation benefits. 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBLE PARTNER.—The term ‘eligible 
partner’ means any of the following: 

‘‘(A) An agricultural or silvicultural pro-
ducer association or other group of pro-
ducers. 

‘‘(B) A State or unit of local government. 
‘‘(C) An Indian tribe. 
‘‘(D) A farmer cooperative. 
‘‘(E) An institution of higher education. 
‘‘(F) A municipal water or wastewater 

treatment entity. 
‘‘(G) An organization or other nongovern-

mental entity with an established history of 
working cooperatively with producers on ag-
ricultural land, as determined by the Sec-
retary, to address— 

‘‘(i) local conservation priorities related to 
agricultural production, wildlife habitat de-
velopment, and nonindustrial private forest 
land management; or 
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‘‘(ii) critical watershed-scale soil erosion, 

water quality, sediment reduction, or other 
natural resource concerns. 

‘‘(4) PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT.—The term 
‘partnership agreement’ means an agreement 
between the Secretary and an eligible part-
ner. 

‘‘(5) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means 
the Regional Conservation Partnership Pro-
gram established by this subtitle. 
‘‘SEC. 1271B. REGIONAL CONSERVATION PART-

NERSHIPS. 
‘‘(a) PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS AUTHOR-

IZED.—The Secretary may enter into a part-
nership agreement with an eligible partner 
to implement a project that will assist pro-
ducers with installing and maintaining an el-
igible activity. 

‘‘(b) LENGTH.—A partnership agreement 
shall be for a period not to exceed 5 years, 
except that the Secretary may extend the 
agreement 1 time for up to 12 months when 
an extension is necessary to meet the objec-
tives of the program. 

‘‘(c) DUTIES OF PARTNERS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Under a partnership 

agreement, the eligible partner shall— 
‘‘(A) define the scope of a project, includ-

ing— 
‘‘(i) the eligible activities to be imple-

mented; 
‘‘(ii) the potential agricultural or non-

industrial private forest operations affected; 
‘‘(iii) the local, State, multi-State or other 

geographic area covered; and 
‘‘(iv) the planning, outreach, implementa-

tion and assessment to be conducted; 
‘‘(B) conduct outreach and education to 

producers for potential participation in the 
project; 

‘‘(C) at the request of a producer, act on 
behalf of a producer participating in the 
project in applying for assistance under sec-
tion 1271C; 

‘‘(D) leverage financial or technical assist-
ance provided by the Secretary with addi-
tional funds to help achieve the project ob-
jectives; 

‘‘(E) conduct an assessment of the project’s 
effects; and 

‘‘(F) at the conclusion of the project, re-
port to the Secretary on its results and funds 
leveraged. 

‘‘(2) CONTRIBUTION.—A partner shall pro-
vide a significant portion of the overall costs 
of the scope of the project as determined by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(d) APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) COMPETITIVE PROCESS.—The Secretary 

shall conduct a competitive process to select 
applications for partnership agreements and 
may assess and rank applications with simi-
lar conservation purposes as a group. 

‘‘(2) CRITERIA USED.—In carrying out the 
process described in paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall make public the criteria used in 
evaluating applications. 

‘‘(3) CONTENT.—An application to the Sec-
retary shall include a description of— 

‘‘(A) the scope of the project as described 
in subsection (c)(1)(A); 

‘‘(B) the plan for monitoring, evaluating, 
and reporting on progress made towards 
achieving the project’s objectives; 

‘‘(C) the program resources requested for 
the project, including the covered programs 
to be used and estimated funding needed 
from the Secretary; 

‘‘(D) the partners collaborating to achieve 
project objectives, including their roles, re-
sponsibilities, capabilities, and financial 
contribution; and 

‘‘(E) any other elements the Secretary con-
siders necessary to adequately evaluate and 
competitively select applications for funding 
under the program. 

‘‘(4) APPLICATION SELECTION.— 

‘‘(A) PRIORITY TO CERTAIN APPLICATIONS.— 
The Secretary shall give a higher priority to 
applications that— 

‘‘(i) assist producers in meeting or avoiding 
the need for a natural resource regulatory 
requirement; 

‘‘(ii) significantly leverage non-Federal fi-
nancial and technical resources and coordi-
nate with other local, State, regional, or na-
tional efforts; 

‘‘(iii) deliver high percentages of applied 
conservation to address conservation prior-
ities or local, State, regional, or national 
conservation initiatives; 

‘‘(iv) provide innovation in conservation 
methods and delivery, including outcome- 
based performance measures and methods; or 

‘‘(v) provide innovation in the improve-
ment and delivery of water quality or quan-
tity, including outcome-based performance 
measures and methods. 

‘‘(B) OTHER APPLICATIONS.—The Secretary 
may give priority to applications that— 

‘‘(i) have a high percentage of producers in 
the area to be covered by the agreement; or 

‘‘(ii) meet other factors that are important 
for achieving the purposes of the program, as 
determined by the Secretary. 
‘‘SEC. 1271C. ASSISTANCE TO PRODUCERS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
enter into contracts to provide financial and 
technical assistance to— 

‘‘(1) producers participating in a project 
with an eligible partner as described in sec-
tion 1271B; or 

‘‘(2) producers that fit within the scope of 
a project described in section 1271B or a crit-
ical conservation area designated pursuant 
to section 1271F, but who are seeking to im-
plement an eligible activity independent of a 
partner. 

‘‘(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
‘‘(1) CONSISTENCY WITH PROGRAM RULES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2) and subparagraph (B), the Sec-
retary shall ensure that the terms and condi-
tions of a contract under this section are 
consistent with the applicable rules of the 
covered programs to be used as part of the 
partnership agreement, as described in the 
application under section 1271B(d)(3)(C). 

‘‘(B) ADJUSTMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ad-

just rules of a covered program, including— 
‘‘(I) operational guidance and requirements 

for a covered program at the discretion of 
the Secretary so as to provide a simplified 
application and evaluation process; and 

‘‘(II) nonstatutory, regulatory rules or pro-
visions to better reflect unique local cir-
cumstances and purposes if the Secretary de-
termines such adjustments are necessary to 
achieve the purposes of the covered program. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not 
adjust the application of statutory require-
ments for a covered program, including re-
quirements governing appeals, payment lim-
its, and conservation compliance. 

‘‘(iii) IRRIGATION.—In States where irriga-
tion has not been used significantly for agri-
cultural purposes, as determined by the Sec-
retary, the Secretary shall not limit eligi-
bility under section 1271B or this section on 
the basis of prior irrigation history. 

‘‘(2) ALTERNATIVE FUNDING ARRANGE-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1)(A), for the purposes of providing as-
sistance for land described in subsection (a) 
and section 1271F, the Secretary may enter 
into alternative funding arrangements with 
a multistate water resource agency or au-
thority if— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary determines that the 
goals and objectives of the program will be 
met by the alternative funding arrange-
ments; 

‘‘(ii) the agency or authority certifies that 
the limitations established under this sec-
tion on agreements with individual pro-
ducers will not be exceeded; and 

‘‘(iii) all participating producers meet ap-
plicable payment eligibility provisions. 

‘‘(B) CONDITIONS.—As a condition on re-
ceipt of funding under subparagraph (A), the 
multistate water resource agency or author-
ity shall agree— 

‘‘(i) to submit an annual independent audit 
to the Secretary that describes the use of 
funds under this paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) to provide any data necessary for the 
Secretary to issue a report on the use of 
funds under this paragraph; and 

‘‘(iii) not to use any of the funds provided 
pursuant to subparagraph (A) for administra-
tion or provide for administrative costs 
through contracts with another entity. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may enter 
into at least 10 but not more than 20 alter-
native funding arrangements under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(c) PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with stat-

utory requirements of the covered programs 
involved, the Secretary may make payments 
to a producer in an amount determined by 
the Secretary to be necessary to achieve the 
purposes of the program. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENTS TO CERTAIN PRODUCERS.— 
The Secretary may provide payments for a 
period of 5 years— 

‘‘(A) to producers participating in a project 
that addresses water quantity concerns and 
in an amount sufficient to encourage conver-
sion from irrigated to dryland farming; and 

‘‘(B) to producers participating in a project 
that addresses water quality concerns and in 
an amount sufficient to encourage adoption 
of conservation practices and systems that 
improve nutrient management. 

‘‘(3) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—To assist in the 
implementation of the program, the Sec-
retary may waive the applicability of the 
limitation in section 1001D(b)(2) of this Act 
for participating producers if the Secretary 
determines that the waiver is necessary to 
fulfill the objectives of the program. 

‘‘SEC. 1271D. FUNDING. 

‘‘(a) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—The Sec-
retary shall use $110,000,000 of the funds of 
the Commodity Credit Corporation for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018 to carry out 
the program established under this subtitle. 

‘‘(b) DURATION OF AVAILABILITY.—Funds 
made available under subsection (a) shall re-
main available until expended. 

‘‘(c) ADDITIONAL FUNDING AND ACRES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to the funds 

made available under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall reserve 8 percent of the funds 
and acres made available for a covered pro-
gram for each of fiscal years 2014 through 
2018 in order to ensure additional resources 
are available to carry out this program. 

‘‘(2) UNUSED FUNDS AND ACRES.—Any funds 
or acres reserved under paragraph (1) for a 
fiscal year from a covered program that are 
not obligated under this program by April 1 
of that fiscal year shall be returned for use 
under the covered program. 

‘‘(d) ALLOCATION OF FUNDING.—Of the funds 
and acres made available for the program 
under subsections (a) and (c), the Secretary 
shall allocate— 

‘‘(1) 25 percent of the funds and acres to 
projects based on a State competitive proc-
ess administered by the State conserva-
tionist, with the advice of the State tech-
nical committee; 

‘‘(2) 40 percent of the funds and acres to 
projects based on a national competitive 
process to be established by the Secretary; 
and 
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‘‘(3) 35 percent of the funds and acres to 

projects for the critical conservation areas 
designated in section 1271F. 

‘‘(e) LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EX-
PENSES.—None of the funds made available 
under the program may be used to pay for 
the administrative expenses of partners. 
‘‘SEC. 1271E. ADMINISTRATION. 

‘‘(a) DISCLOSURE.—In addition to the cri-
teria used in evaluating applications as de-
scribed in section 1271B(d)(2), the Secretary 
shall make publicly available information on 
projects selected through the competitive 
process described in section 1271B(d)(1). 

‘‘(b) REPORTING.—Not later than December 
31, 2014, and for every 2 years thereafter, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate a report on 
the status of projects funded under the pro-
gram, including— 

‘‘(1) the number and types of partners and 
producers participating in the partnership 
agreements selected; 

‘‘(2) the number of producers receiving as-
sistance; 

‘‘(3) total funding committed to projects, 
including Federal and non-Federal resources; 
and 

‘‘(4) a description of how the funds under 
section 1271C(b)(3) are being administered, 
including— 

‘‘(A) any oversight mechanisms that the 
Secretary has implemented; 

‘‘(B) the process through which the Sec-
retary is resolving appeals by program par-
ticipants; and 

‘‘(C) the means by which the Secretary is 
tracking adherence to any applicable provi-
sions for payment eligibility. 
‘‘SEC. 1271F. CRITICAL CONSERVATION AREAS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—When administering the 
funding described in section 1271D(d)(3), the 
Secretary shall select applications for part-
nership agreements and producer contracts 
within designated critical conservation 
areas. 

‘‘(b) CRITICAL CONSERVATION AREA DES-
IGNATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall des-
ignate up to 6 geographical areas as critical 
conservation areas based on the degree to 
which an area— 

‘‘(A) includes multiple States with signifi-
cant agricultural production; 

‘‘(B) is covered by an existing regional, 
State, binational, or multistate agreement 
or plan that has established objectives, goals 
and work plans and is adopted by a Federal, 
State, or regional authority; 

‘‘(C) has water quality concerns, including 
concerns for reducing erosion, promoting 
sediment control, and addressing nutrient 
management activities affecting large bodies 
of water of regional, national, or inter-
national significance; 

‘‘(D) has water quantity concerns, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(i) concerns for groundwater, surface 
water, aquifer, or other water sources; or 

‘‘(ii) a need to promote water retention and 
flood prevention; 

‘‘(E) is vital habitat for migrating wildlife; 
or 

‘‘(F) is subject to regulatory requirements 
that could reduce the economic scope of ag-
ricultural operations within the area. 

‘‘(2) EXPIRATION.—Critical conservation 
area designations under this section shall ex-
pire after 5 years, subject to redesignation, 
except that the Secretary may withdraw des-
ignation from an area if the Secretary finds 
the area no longer meets the conditions de-
scribed in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Secretary shall administer 

any partnership agreement or producer con-
tract under this section in a manner that is 
consistent with the terms of the program. 

‘‘(2) RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING ACTIVITY.— 
The Secretary shall, to the maximum extent 
practicable, ensure that eligible activities 
carried out in critical conservation areas 
designated under this section complement 
and are consistent with other Federal and 
State programs and water quality and quan-
tity strategies.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 

Subtitle F—Other Conservation Programs 
SEC. 2501. CONSERVATION OF PRIVATE GRAZING 

LAND. 
Section 1240M(e) of the Food Security Act 

of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb(e)) is amended in-
serting ‘‘and $30,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018’’ before the period at 
the end. 
SEC. 2502. GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PRO-

TECTION PROGRAM. 
Section 1240O(b) of the Food Security Act 

of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–2(b)) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘and $15,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018’’ before the period at 
the end. 
SEC. 2503. VOLUNTARY PUBLIC ACCESS AND 

HABITAT INCENTIVE PROGRAM. 
(a) FUNDING.—Section 1240R(f)(1) of the 

Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb– 
5(f)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FISCAL 
YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘MAN-
DATORY FUNDING’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘and $40,000,000 for the pe-
riod of fiscal years 2014 through 2018’’ before 
the period at the end. 

(b) REPORT ON PROGRAM EFFECTIVENESS.— 
Not later than 2 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall submit to the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate a report 
evaluating the effectiveness of the voluntary 
public access and habitat incentive program 
established by section 1240R of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–5), includ-
ing— 

(1) identifying cooperating agencies; 
(2) identifying the number of land holdings 

and total acres enrolled by State; 
(3) evaluating the extent of improved ac-

cess on eligible land, improved wildlife habi-
tat, and related economic benefits; and 

(4) any other relevant information and 
data relating to the program that would be 
helpful to such Committees. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2504. AGRICULTURE CONSERVATION EXPE-

RIENCED SERVICES PROGRAM. 
(a) FUNDING.—Section 1252 of the Food Se-

curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3851) is amended 
by striking subsection (c) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(c) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may carry 

out the ACES program using funds made 
available to carry out each program under 
this title. 

‘‘(2) EXCLUSION.—Funds made available to 
carry out the conservation reserve program 
may not be used to carry out the ACES pro-
gram.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2505. SMALL WATERSHED REHABILITATION 

PROGRAM. 
Section 14(h)(2)(E) of the Watershed Pro-

tection and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C. 
1012(h)(2)(E)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

SEC. 2506. EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTEC-
TION PROGRAM. 

Section 403 of the Agricultural Credit Act 
of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2203) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘SEC. 402.—The Secretary’’ 
and inserting the following: 
‘‘SEC. 402. EMERGENCY MEASURES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) FLOODPLAIN EASEMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION.—The 

Secretary may modify or terminate a flood-
plain easement administered by the Sec-
retary under this section if— 

‘‘(A) the current owner agrees to the modi-
fication or termination; and 

‘‘(B) the Secretary determines that the 
modification or termination— 

‘‘(i) will address a compelling public need 
for which there is no practicable alternative; 
and 

‘‘(ii) is in the public interest. 
‘‘(2) CONSIDERATION.— 
‘‘(A) TERMINATION.—As consideration for 

termination of an easement and associated 
agreements under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall enter into compensatory ar-
rangements as determined to be appropriate 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) MODIFICATION.—In the case of a modi-
fication under paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(i) as a condition of the modification, the 
current owner shall enter into a compen-
satory arrangement (as determined to be ap-
propriate by the Secretary) to incur the 
costs of modification; and 

‘‘(ii) the Secretary shall ensure that— 
‘‘(I) the modification will not adversely af-

fect the floodplain functions and values for 
which the easement was acquired; 

‘‘(II) any adverse impacts will be mitigated 
by enrollment and restoration of other land 
that provides greater floodplain functions 
and values at no additional cost to the Fed-
eral Government; and 

‘‘(III) the modification will result in equal 
or greater environmental and economic val-
ues to the United States.’’. 
SEC. 2507. TERMINAL LAKES ASSISTANCE. 

Section 2507 of the Food, Security, and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (43 U.S.C. 2211 
note; Public Law 107–171) is amended to read 
as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 2507. TERMINAL LAKES ASSISTANCE. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘eligible 

land’ means privately owned agricultural 
land (including land in which a State has a 
property interest as a result of state water 
law)— 

‘‘(A) that a landowner voluntarily agrees 
to sell to a State; and 

‘‘(B) which— 
‘‘(i)(I) is ineligible for enrollment as a wet-

land reserve easement established under the 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Pro-
gram under subtitle H of the Food Security 
Act of 1985; 

‘‘(II) is flooded to— 
‘‘(aa) an average depth of at least 6.5 feet; 

or 
‘‘(bb) a level below which the State deter-

mines the management of the water level is 
beyond the control of the State or land-
owner; or 

‘‘(III) is inaccessible for agricultural use 
due to the flooding of adjoining property 
(such as islands of agricultural land created 
by flooding); 

‘‘(ii) is located within a watershed with 
water rights available for lease or purchase; 
and 

‘‘(iii) has been used during at least 5 of the 
immediately preceding 30 years— 

‘‘(I) to produce crops or hay; or 
‘‘(II) as livestock pasture or grazing. 
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‘‘(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means 

the voluntary land purchase program estab-
lished under this section. 

‘‘(3) TERMINAL LAKE.—The term ‘terminal 
lake’ means a lake and its associated ripar-
ian and watershed resources that is— 

‘‘(A) considered flooded because there is no 
natural outlet for water accumulating in the 
lake or the associated riparian area such 
that the watershed and surrounding land is 
consistently flooded; or 

‘‘(B) considered terminal because it has no 
natural outlet and is at risk due to a history 
of consistent Federal assistance to address 
critical resource conditions, including insuf-
ficient water available to meet the needs of 
the lake, general uses, and water rights. 

‘‘(b) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(1) provide grants under subsection (c) for 

the purchase of eligible land impacted by a 
terminal lake described in subsection 
(a)(3)(A); and 

‘‘(2) provide funds to the Secretary of the 
Interior pursuant to subsection (e)(2) with 
assistance in accordance with subsection (d) 
for terminal lakes described in subsection 
(a)(3)(B). 

‘‘(c) LAND PURCHASE GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Using funds provided 

under subsection (e)(1), the Secretary shall 
make available land purchase grants to 
States for the purchase of eligible land in ac-
cordance with this subsection. 

‘‘(2) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
‘‘(A) AMOUNT.—A land purchase grant shall 

be in an amount not to exceed the lesser of— 
‘‘(i) 50 percent of the total purchase price 

per acre of the eligible land; or 
‘‘(ii)(I) in the case of eligible land that was 

used to produce crops or hay, $400 per acre; 
and 

‘‘(II) in the case of eligible land that was 
pasture or grazing land, $200 per acre. 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION OF PURCHASE PRICE.— 
A State purchasing eligible land with a land 
purchase grant shall ensure, to the max-
imum extent practicable, that the purchase 
price of such land reflects the value, if any, 
of other encumbrances on the eligible land to 
be purchased, including easements and min-
eral rights. 

‘‘(C) COST-SHARE REQUIRED.—To be eligible 
to receive a land purchase grant, a State 
shall provide matching non-Federal funds in 
an amount equal to 50 percent of the amount 
described in subparagraph (A), including ad-
ditional non-Federal funds. 

‘‘(D) CONDITIONS.—To receive a land pur-
chase grant, a State shall agree— 

‘‘(i) to ensure that any eligible land pur-
chased is— 

‘‘(I) conveyed in fee simple to the State; 
and 

‘‘(II) free from mortgages or other liens at 
the time title is transferred; 

‘‘(ii) to maintain ownership of the eligible 
land in perpetuity; 

‘‘(iii) to pay (from funds other than grant 
dollars awarded) any costs associated with 
the purchase of eligible land under this sec-
tion, including surveys and legal fees; and 

‘‘(iv) to keep eligible land in a conserving 
use, as defined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(E) LOSS OF FEDERAL BENEFITS.—Eligible 
land purchased with a grant under this sec-
tion shall lose eligibility for any benefits 
under other Federal programs, including— 

‘‘(i) benefits under title XII of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3801 et seq.); 

‘‘(ii) benefits under the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.); and 

‘‘(iii) covered benefits described in section 
1001D(b) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (7 
U.S.C. 1308–3a). 

‘‘(F) PROHIBITION.—Any Federal rights or 
benefits associated with eligible land prior 
to purchase by a State may not be trans-

ferred to any other land or person in antici-
pation of or as a result of such purchase. 

‘‘(d) WATER ASSISTANCE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-

terior, acting through the Commissioner of 
Reclamation, may use the funds described in 
subsection (e)(2) to administer and provide 
financial assistance to carry out this sub-
section to provide water and assistance to a 
terminal lake described in subsection 
(a)(3)(B) through willing sellers or willing 
participants only— 

‘‘(A) to lease water; 
‘‘(B) to purchase land, water appurtenant 

to the land, and related interests; and 
‘‘(C) to carry out research, support and 

conservation activities for associated fish, 
wildlife, plant, and habitat resources.’’ 

‘‘(2) EXCLUSIONS.—The Secretary of the In-
terior may not use this subsection to deliver 
assistance to the Great Salt Lake in Utah, 
lakes that are considered dry lakes, or other 
lakes that do not meet the purposes of this 
section, as determined by the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

‘‘(3) TRANSITIONAL PROVISION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of this section, any funds 
made available before the date of enactment 
of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs 
Act of 2013 under a provision of law described 
in subparagraph (B) shall remain available 
using the provisions of law (including regula-
tions) in effect on the day before the date of 
enactment of that Act. 

‘‘(B) DESCRIBED LAWS.—The provisions of 
law described in this section are— 

‘‘(i) section 2507 of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (43 U.S.C. 2211 
note; Public Law 107–171) (as in effect on the 
day before the date of enactment of the Agri-
culture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013); 

‘‘(ii) section 207 of the Energy and Water 
Development Appropriations Act, 2003 (Pub-
lic Law 108–7; 117 Stat. 146); 

‘‘(iii) section 208 of the Energy and Water 
Development Appropriations Act, 2006 (Pub-
lic Law 109–103; 119 Stat. 2268, 123 Stat. 2856); 
and 

‘‘(iv) section 208 of the Energy and Water 
Development and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2010 (Public Law 111–85; 123 
Stat. 2858, 123 Stat. 2967, 125 Stat. 867). 

‘‘(e) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out subsection (c) 
$25,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

‘‘(2) COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION.—As 
soon as practicable after the date of enact-
ment of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and 
Jobs Act of 2013, the Secretary shall transfer 
to the Bureau of Reclamation Water and Re-
lated Resources Account $150,000,000 from the 
funds of the Commodity Credit Corporation 
to carry out subsection (d), to remain avail-
able until expended.’’. 
SEC. 2508. STUDY OF POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS 

TO THE WETLAND MITIGATION 
PROCESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall carry out a study— 

(1) to evaluate the use of wetland mitiga-
tion procedures under this title and the 
amendments made by this title; 

(2) to determine the impact to wildlife 
habitat of relaxing the acre-for-acre require-
ment for wetland mitigation plans that re-
sult in new wetland that possesses a function 
and value greater than the wetland that is 
replaced; and 

(3) to provide legislative recommendations 
for how wetland mitigation procedures could 
be improved to better enable agricultural 
producers to use wetland mitigation in a 
manner that— 

(A) benefits wildlife habitat; and 
(B) allows producers greater access to the 

wetland mitigation process. 
(b) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) submit to Congress a report that con-
tains— 

(A) the findings of the study; and 
(B) any legislative recommendations under 

subsection (a)(3); and 
(2) publish the findings of the study on a 

public website and in the Federal Register. 
SEC. 2509. SOIL AND WATER RESOURCE CON-

SERVATION. 
(a) CONGRESSIONAL POLICY AND DECLARA-

TION OF PURPOSE.—Section 4 of the Soil and 
Water Resources Conservation Act of 1977 (16 
U.S.C. 2003) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘and 
tribal’’ after ‘‘State’’ each place it appears; 
and 

(2) in subsection (c)(2), by inserting ‘‘, trib-
al,’’ after ‘‘State’’. 

(b) CONTINUING APPRAISAL OF SOIL, WATER, 
AND RELATED RESOURCES.—Section 5 of the 
Soil and Water Resources Conservation Act 
of 1977 (16 U.S.C. 2004) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(4), by striking ‘‘and 
State’’ and inserting ‘‘, State, and tribal’’; 

(2) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘, tribal’’ 
after ‘‘State’’ each place it appears; and 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘State soil’’ and inserting 

‘‘State and tribal soil’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘local’’ and inserting 

‘‘local, tribal,’’. 
(c) SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION PRO-

GRAM.—Section 6(a) of the Soil and Water 
Resources Conservation Act of 1977 (16 U.S.C. 
2005(a)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘, tribal’’ after ‘‘State’’ 
each place it appears; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘, tribal,’’ after ‘‘private’’. 
(d) UTILIZATION OF AVAILABLE INFORMATION 

AND DATA.—Section 9 of the Soil and Water 
Resources Conservation Act of 1977 (16 U.S.C. 
2008) is amended by inserting ‘‘, tribal’’ after 
‘‘State’’. 

Subtitle G—Funding and Administration 
SEC. 2601. FUNDING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1241 of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3841) is amend-
ed by striking subsection (a) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(a) ANNUAL FUNDING.—For each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018, the Secretary shall 
use the funds, facilities, and authorities of 
the Commodity Credit Corporation to carry 
out the following programs under this title 
(including the provision of technical assist-
ance): 

‘‘(1) The conservation reserve program 
under subchapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle 
D, including, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable— 

‘‘(A) $10,000,000 for the period of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018 to provide payments 
under paragraph (3) of section 1234(b) in con-
nection with thinning activities conducted 
on land described in subparagraph (B)(iii) of 
that paragraph; and 

‘‘(B) $50,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 
2014 through 2018 to carry out section 1235(f) 
to facilitate the transfer of land subject to 
contracts from retired or retiring owners and 
operators to beginning farmers or ranchers 
and socially disadvantaged farmers or ranch-
ers. 

‘‘(2) The Agricultural Conservation Ease-
ment Program under subtitle H using to the 
maximum extent practicable— 

‘‘(A) $450,000,000 for fiscal year 2014; 
‘‘(B) $475,000,000 for fiscal year 2015; 
‘‘(C) $500,000,000 for fiscal year 2016; 
‘‘(D) $525,000,000 for fiscal year 2017; and 
‘‘(E) $250,000,000 for fiscal year 2018. 
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‘‘(3) The conservation security program 

under subchapter A of chapter 2 of subtitle 
D, using such sums as are necessary to ad-
minister contracts entered into before Sep-
tember 30, 2008. 

‘‘(4) The conservation stewardship program 
under subchapter B of chapter 2 of subtitle 
D. 

‘‘(5) The environmental quality incentives 
program under chapter 4 of subtitle D, using, 
to the maximum extent practicable— 

‘‘(A) $1,500,000,000 for fiscal year 2014; 
‘‘(B) $1,600,000,000 for fiscal year 2015; and 
‘‘(C) $1,650,000,000 for each of fiscal years 

2016 through 2018.’’. 
(b) GUARANTEED AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.— 

Section 1241 of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3841) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (b) 
through (h) as subsections (c) through (i), re-
spectively; 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Amounts 
made available by subsection (a) shall be 
used by the Secretary to carry out the pro-
grams specified in such subsection for fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018 and shall remain 
available until expended. Amounts made 
available for the programs specified in such 
subsection during a fiscal year through 
modifications, cancellations, terminations, 
and other related administrative actions and 
not obligated in that fiscal year shall remain 
available for obligation during subsequent 
fiscal years, but shall reduce the amount of 
additional funds made available in the subse-
quent fiscal year by an amount equal to the 
amount remaining unobligated.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (1)), by striking ‘‘subsection (b)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘subsection (c)’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2602. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 

Section 1241 of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3841) is amended by striking 
subsection (c) (as redesignated by section 
2601(b)(1)) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
‘‘(1) AVAILABILITY.—Commodity Credit 

Corporation funds made available for a fiscal 
year for each of the programs specified in 
subsection (a)— 

‘‘(A) shall be available for the provision of 
technical assistance for the programs for 
which funds are made available as necessary 
to implement the programs effectively; 

‘‘(B) except for technical assistance for the 
conservation reserve program under sub-
chapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle D, shall be 
apportioned for the provision of technical as-
sistance in the amount determined by the 
Secretary, at the sole discretion of the Sec-
retary; and 

‘‘(C) shall not be available for the provision 
of technical assistance for conservation pro-
grams specified in subsection (a) other than 
the program for which the funds were made 
available. 

‘‘(2) PRIORITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In the delivery of tech-

nical assistance under the Soil Conservation 
and Domestic Allotment Act (16 U.S.C. 590a 
et seq.), the Secretary shall give priority to 
producers who request technical assistance 
from the Secretary in order to comply for 
the first time with the requirements of sub-
title B and subtitle C of this title as a result 
of the amendments made by section 2609 of 
the Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act 
of 2013. 

‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after 
the date of enactment of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on Ag-

riculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate a report re-
garding the extent to which the conservation 
compliance requirements contained in the 
amendments made by section 2609 of the Ag-
riculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 
apply to and impact specialty crop growers, 
including national analysis and surveys to 
determine the extent of specialty crop acre-
age includes highly erodible land and wet-
lands. 

‘‘(3) REPORT.—Not later than December 31, 
2013, the Secretary shall submit (and update 
as necessary in subsequent years) to the 
Committee on Agriculture of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a report— 

‘‘(A) detailing the amount of technical as-
sistance funds requested and apportioned in 
each program specified in subsection (a) dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year; and 

‘‘(B) any other data relating to this provi-
sion that would be helpful to such Commit-
tees. 

‘‘(4) COMPLIANCE REPORT.—Not later than 
November 1 of each year, the Secretary shall 
submit to the Committee on Agriculture of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate a report that includes— 

‘‘(A) a description of the extent to which 
the requests for highly erodible land con-
servation and wetland compliance deter-
minations are being addressed in a timely 
manner; 

‘‘(B) the total number of requests com-
pleted in the previous fiscal year; 

‘‘(C) the incomplete determinations on 
record; and 

‘‘(D) the number of requests that are still 
outstanding more than 1 year since the date 
on which the requests were received from the 
producer.’’. 
SEC. 2603. REGIONAL EQUITY. 

Section 1241 of the Food Security Act of 
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3841) is amended by striking 
subsection (e) (as redesignated by section 
2601(b)(1)) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(e) REGIONAL EQUITY.— 
‘‘(1) EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION.—When deter-

mining funding allocations each fiscal year, 
the Secretary shall, after considering avail-
able funding and program demand in each 
State, provide a distribution of funds for 
conservation programs under subtitle D (ex-
cluding the conservation reserve program 
under subchapter B of chapter 1), subtitle H, 
and subtitle I to ensure equitable program 
participation proportional to historical fund-
ing allocations and usage by all States. 

‘‘(2) MINIMUM PERCENTAGE.—In determining 
the specific funding allocations under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(A) ensure that during the first quarter of 
each fiscal year each State has the oppor-
tunity to establish that the State can use an 
aggregate allocation amount of at least 0.6 
percent of the funds made available for those 
conservation programs; and 

‘‘(B) for each State that can so establish, 
provide an aggregate amount of at least 0.6 
percent of the funds made available for those 
conservation programs.’’. 
SEC. 2604. RESERVATION OF FUNDS TO PROVIDE 

ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN FARMERS 
OR RANCHERS FOR CONSERVATION 
ACCESS. 

Subsection (h) of section 1241 of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3841) (as redes-
ignated by section 2601(b)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) PREFERENCE.—In providing assistance 

under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall give 
preference to a veteran farmer or rancher (as 

defined in section 2501(e) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
(7 U.S.C. 2279(e))) that qualifies under sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1).’’. 
SEC. 2605. ANNUAL REPORT ON PROGRAM EN-

ROLLMENTS AND ASSISTANCE. 
Subsection (i) of section 1241 of the Food 

Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3841) (as redes-
ignated by section 2601(b)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘wetlands 
reserve program’’ and inserting ‘‘agricul-
tural conservation easement program’’; 

(2) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3) and 
redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) as 
paragraphs (2), (3), and (4), respectively; 

(3) in paragraph (3) (as so redesignated)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘agricultural water en-

hancement program’’ and inserting ‘‘regional 
conservation partnership program’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘section 1240I(g)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 1271C(c)(3)’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) Payments made under the conserva-

tion stewardship program. 
‘‘(6) Waivers granted by the Secretary 

under section 1265B(b)(2)(C).’’. 
SEC. 2606. ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS FOR 

CONSERVATION PROGRAMS. 
Section 1244 of the Food Security Act of 

1985 (16 U.S.C. 3844) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)(2), by adding at the 

end the following: 
‘‘(E) Veteran farmers or ranchers (as de-

fined in section 2501(e) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
(7 U.S.C. 2279(e))).’’; 

(2) in subsection (d), by inserting ‘‘, H, and 
I’’ before the period at the end; 

(3) in subsection (f)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘coun-

try’’ and inserting ‘‘county’’; 
(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘sub-

section (c)(2)(B) or (f)(4)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (c)(2)(A)(ii) or (f)(2)’’; and 

(4) in subsection (h)(2), by inserting ‘‘in-
cluding, to the extent practicable, practices 
that maximize benefits for honey bees’’ after 
‘‘pollinators’’; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(j) IMPROVED ADMINISTRATIVE EFFICIENCY 

AND EFFECTIVENESS.—In administrating a 
conservation program under this title, the 
Secretary shall, to the maximum extent 
practicable— 

‘‘(1) seek to reduce administrative burdens 
and costs to producers by streamlining con-
servation planning and program resources; 
and 

‘‘(2) take advantage of new technologies to 
enhance efficiency and effectiveness. 

‘‘(k) RELATION TO OTHER PAYMENTS.—Any 
payment received by an owner or operator 
under this title, including an easement pay-
ment or rental payment, shall be in addition 
to, and not affect, the total amount of pay-
ments that the owner or operator is other-
wise eligible to receive under any of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) This Act. 
‘‘(2) The Agricultural Act of 1949 (7 U.S.C. 

1421 et seq.). 
‘‘(3) The Agriculture Reform, Food, and 

Jobs Act of 2013. 
‘‘(4) Any law that succeeds a law specified 

in paragraph (1), (2), or (3). 
‘‘(l) FUNDING FOR INDIAN TRIBES.—In car-

rying out the conservation stewardship pro-
gram under subchapter B of chapter 2 of sub-
title D and the environmental quality incen-
tives program under chapter 4 of subtitle D, 
the Secretary may enter into alternative 
funding arrangements with Indian tribes if 
the Secretary determines that the goals and 
objectives of the programs will be met by 
such arrangements, and that statutory limi-
tations regarding contracts with individual 
producers will not be exceeded by any Tribal 
member.’’. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4264 June 11, 2013 
SEC. 2607. RULEMAKING AUTHORITY. 

Subtitle E of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3841 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 1246. REGULATIONS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
mulgate such regulations as are necessary to 
implement programs under this title, includ-
ing such regulations as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary to ensure a fair and 
reasonable application of the limitations es-
tablished under section 1244(f). 

‘‘(b) RULEMAKING PROCEDURE.—The pro-
mulgation of regulations and administration 
of programs under this title— 

‘‘(1) shall be carried out without regard 
to— 

‘‘(A) the Statement of Policy of the Sec-
retary effective July 24, 1971 (36 Fed. Reg. 
13804), relating to notices of proposed rule-
making and public participation in rule-
making; and 

‘‘(B) chapter 35 of title 44, United States 
Code (commonly known as the Paperwork 
Reduction Act); and 

‘‘(2) shall be made as an interim rule effec-
tive on publication with an opportunity for 
notice and comment. 

‘‘(c) CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF AGENCY 
RULEMAKING.—In promulgating regulations 
under this section, the Secretary shall use 
the authority provided under section 808 of 
title 5, United States Code.’’. 
SEC. 2608. STANDARDS FOR STATE TECHNICAL 

COMMITTEES. 
Section 1261(b) of the Food Security Act of 

1985 (16 U.S.C. 3861(b)) is amended by striking 
‘‘Not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008, the Secretary shall de-
velop’’ and inserting ‘‘The Secretary shall 
review and update as necessary’’. 
SEC. 2609. HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WET-

LAND CONSERVATION FOR CROP IN-
SURANCE. 

(a) HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND PROGRAM INELI-
GIBILITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1211(a)(1) of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3811(a)(1)) is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘or’’ 
at the end; 

(B) in subparagraph (D), by adding ‘‘or’’ at 
the end; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(E) any portion of premium paid by the 

Federal Crop Insurance Corporation for a 
plan or policy of insurance under the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.), on 
the condition that if a person is determined 
to have committed a violation under this 
subsection during a crop year, ineligibility 
under this subparagraph shall— 

‘‘(i) only apply to reinsurance years subse-
quent to the date of final determination of a 
violation, including all administrative ap-
peals; and 

‘‘(ii) not apply to the existing reinsurance 
year or any reinsurance year prior to the 
date of final determination.’’. 

(2) EXEMPTIONS.—Section 1212(a)(2) of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3812(a)(2)) is amended— 

(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘(2) 
If,’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBILITY BASED ON COMPLIANCE WITH 
CONSERVATION PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If,’’; 
(B) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘In 

carrying’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘(B) MINIMIZATION OF DOCUMENTATION.—In 

carrying’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) CROP INSURANCE.—Notwithstanding 

section 1211(a)— 
‘‘(i) in the case of a person that is subject 

to section 1211 for the first time after May 1, 

2013, due to the amendment made by section 
2609(a) of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and 
Jobs Act of 2013, any person who produces an 
agricultural commodity on the land that is 
the basis of the payments described in sec-
tion 1211(a)(1)(E) shall have 5 reinsurance 
years after the date on which such payments 
become subject to section 1211 to develop and 
comply with an approved conservation plan 
so as to maintain eligibility for such pay-
ments; and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a person that the Sec-
retary determines would have been in viola-
tion of section 1211(a) if the person had con-
tinued participation in the programs requir-
ing compliance at any time after the date of 
enactment of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8701 et seq.) and 
is currently in violation of section 1211(a), 
the person shall have 2 reinsurance years 
after the date on which the payments de-
scribed in section 1211(a)(1)(E) become sub-
ject to section 1211 to develop and comply 
with an approved conservation plan, as de-
termined by the Secretary, so as to maintain 
eligibility for such payments.’’. 

(b) WETLAND CONSERVATION PROGRAM IN-
ELIGIBILITY.—Section 1221 of the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3821) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(4) CROP INSURANCE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

this paragraph, a person subject to a final 
determination, including all administrative 
appeals, of a violation of subsection (c) shall 
have 1 reinsurance year to initiate a con-
servation plan to remedy the violation, as 
determined by the Secretary, before becom-
ing ineligible under that subsection in the 
following reinsurance year to receive any 
payment of any portion of premium paid by 
the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation for a 
plan or policy of insurance under the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.). 

‘‘(B) APPLICABILITY.—In the case of a per-
son that is subject to this subsection or sub-
section (d) for the first time due to the 
amendment made by section 2609(b) of the 
Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 
2013, the person shall have 2 reinsurance 
years after the date of final determination, 
including all administrative appeals, to take 
such steps as the Secretary determines ap-
propriate to remedy or mitigate the viola-
tion in accordance with subsection (c). 

‘‘(C) GOOD FAITH.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that a person subject to a final deter-
mination, including all administrative ap-
peals, of a violation of subsection (c) acted in 
good faith and without intent to violate this 
section as described in section 1222(h), the 
Secretary shall give the person 1 reinsurance 
year to begin mitigation, restoration, or 
such other steps as are determined necessary 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(D) TENANT RELIEF.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If a tenant is determined 

to be ineligible for payments and other bene-
fits under this section, the Secretary may 
limit the ineligibility only to the farm that 
is the basis for the ineligibility determina-
tion if the tenant has established, to the sat-
isfaction of the Secretary that— 

‘‘(I) the tenant has made a good faith effort 
to meet the requirements of this section, in-
cluding enlisting the assistance of the Sec-
retary to obtain a reasonable conservation 
plan for restoration or mitigation for the 
farm; 

‘‘(II) the landlord on the farm refuses to 
comply with the plan on the farm; and 

‘‘(III) the Secretary determines that the 
lack of compliance is not a part of a scheme 
or device to avoid the compliance. 

‘‘(ii) REPORT.—The Secretary shall provide 
an annual report to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and 

the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate concerning the 
ineligibility determinations limited during 
the previous 12-month period under this sub-
paragraph. 

‘‘(E) CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Beginning with the first 

full reinsurance year immediately following 
the date of enactment of this paragraph, all 
persons seeking eligibility for the payment 
of a portion of the premium paid by the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Corporation for a plan or 
policy of insurance under the Federal Crop 
Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) shall 
provide certification of compliance with this 
section as determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) TIMELY EVALUATION.—The Secretary 
shall evaluate the certification in a timely 
manner and— 

‘‘(I) a person who has properly complied 
with certification shall be held harmless 
with regard to eligibility during the period 
of evaluation; and 

‘‘(II) if the Secretary fails to evaluate the 
certification in a timely manner and the per-
son is subsequently found to be in violation 
of subsection (c), ineligibility shall not apply 
to the person for that violation. 

‘‘(iii) EQUITABLE CONTRIBUTION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—If a person fails to notify 

the Secretary as required and is subse-
quently found in violation of subsection (c), 
the Secretary shall determine the amount of 
an equitable contribution to conservation in 
accordance with section 1241(f) by the person 
for the violation. 

‘‘(II) LIMITATION.—The contribution shall 
not exceed the total of the portion of pre-
mium paid by the Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation for a plan or policy of insurance 
for all years the person is determined to 
have been in violation subsequent to the 
date on which certification was first required 
under this subparagraph.’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (c), (d), 
and (e) as subsections (d), (e), and (f), respec-
tively; and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) INELIGIBILITY FOR CROP INSURANCE 
PREMIUM ASSISTANCE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If a person is determined 
to have committed a violation under sub-
section (a) or (d) during a crop year, the per-
son shall be ineligible to receive any pay-
ment of any portion of premium paid by the 
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation for a 
plan or policy of insurance under the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.). 

‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY.—Ineligibility under 
this subsection shall— 

‘‘(A) only apply to reinsurance years subse-
quent to the date of final determination of a 
violation, including all administrative ap-
peals; and 

‘‘(B) not apply to— 
‘‘(i) the existing reinsurance year; or 
‘‘(ii) any reinsurance year prior to the date 

of final determination. 
‘‘(3) DATE OF CONVERSION.—Notwith-

standing subsection (d), ineligibility for crop 
insurance premium assistance shall apply as 
follows: 

‘‘(A) In the case of wetland that the Sec-
retary determines was converted after the 
date of enactment of the Food, Conservation 
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8701 et seq.) 
but on or before May 1, 2013, and continues to 
be in violation, the person shall have 2 rein-
surance years after the date on which this 
subsection applies, to begin the mitigation 
process, as determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) In the case of wetland that the Sec-
retary determines was converted after May 
1, 2013— 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4265 June 11, 2013 
‘‘(i) subject to clause (ii), the person shall 

be ineligible to receive crop insurance pre-
mium subsidies in subsequent reinsurance 
years unless section 1222(b) applies; and 

‘‘(ii) for any violation that the Secretary 
determines impacts less than 5 acres of the 
entire farm, the person may pay a contribu-
tion in accordance with section 1241(f) in an 
amount equal to 150 percent of the cost of 
mitigation, as determined by the Secretary, 
for wetland restoration in lieu of ineligi-
bility to receive crop insurance premium as-
sistance. 

‘‘(C) In the case of a wetland that the Sec-
retary determines was converted prior to the 
date of enactment of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8701 et seq.), 
ineligibility under this subsection shall not 
apply. 

‘‘(D) In the case of an agricultural com-
modity for which an individual policy or 
plan of insurance is available for the first 
time to the person after the date of enact-
ment of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and 
Jobs Act of 2013— 

‘‘(i) ineligibility shall apply only to con-
versions that take place after the date on 
which the policy or plan of insurance first 
becomes available to the person; and 

‘‘(ii) the person shall take such steps as the 
Secretary determines appropriate to miti-
gate any prior conversion in a timely man-
ner but not to exceed 2 calendar years. 

‘‘(4) CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In enforcing eligibility 

under this subsection, the Secretary shall 
use existing processes and procedures for cer-
tifying compliance. 

‘‘(B) RESPONSIBILITY.—The Secretary, act-
ing through the agencies of the Department 
of Agriculture, shall be solely responsible for 
determining whether a producer is eligible to 
receive crop insurance premium subsidies in 
accordance with this subsection. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that no agent, approved insurance pro-
vider, or employee or contractor of an agen-
cy or approved insurance provider, bears re-
sponsibility or liability for the eligibility of 
an insured producer under this subsection, 
other than in cases of misrepresentation, 
fraud, or scheme and devise.’’. 
SEC. 2610. ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME LIMITA-

TION FOR CONSERVATION PRO-
GRAMS. 

Section 1001D(b)(2)(A) of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308–3a(b)(2)(A)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘LIMITS.—’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘clause (ii),’’ and inserting 
‘‘LIMITS.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law,’’; and 

(2) by striking clause (ii). 
Subtitle H—Repeal of Superseded Program 

Authorities and Transitional Provisions 
SEC. 2701. COMPREHENSIVE CONSERVATION EN-

HANCEMENT PROGRAM. 
Section 1230 of the Food Security Act of 

1985 (16 U.S.C. 3830) is repealed. 
SEC. 2702. EMERGENCY FORESTRY CONSERVA-

TION RESERVE PROGRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 1231A of the Food Se-

curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831a) is re-
pealed. 

(b) TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS.—The 

amendment made by this section shall not 
affect the validity or terms of any contract 
entered into by the Secretary of Agriculture 
under section 1231A of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831a) before October 1, 2013, 
or any payments required to be made in con-
nection with the contract. 

(2) FUNDING.—The Secretary may use funds 
made available to carry out the conservation 
reserve program under subchapter B of chap-
ter 1 of subtitle D of title XII of the Food Se-

curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831 et seq.) to 
continue to carry out contracts referred to 
in paragraph (1) using the provisions of law 
and regulation applicable to such contracts 
as in existence on September 30, 2013. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2703. WETLANDS RESERVE PROGRAM. 

(a) REPEAL.—Subchapter C of chapter 1 of 
subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3837 et seq.) is repealed. 

(b) TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS AND 

EASEMENTS.—The amendment made by this 
section shall not affect the validity or terms 
of any contract or easement entered into by 
the Secretary of Agriculture under sub-
chapter C of chapter 1 of subtitle D of title 
XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3837 et seq.) before October 1, 2013, or 
any payments required to be made in connec-
tion with the contract or easement. 

(2) FUNDING.— 
(A) USE OF PRIOR YEAR FUNDS.—Notwith-

standing the repeal of subchapter C of chap-
ter 1 of subtitle D of title XII of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3837 et seq.), any 
funds made available from the Commodity 
Credit Corporation to carry out the wetlands 
reserve program under that subchapter for 
fiscal years 2009 through 2013 shall be made 
available to carry out contracts or ease-
ments referred to in paragraph (1) that were 
entered into prior to October 1, 2013 (includ-
ing the provision of technical assistance), 
provided that no such contract or easement 
is modified so as to increase the amount of 
the payment received. 

(B) OTHER.—The Secretary may use funds 
made available to carry out the agricultural 
conservation easement program under sub-
title H of title XII of the Food Security Act 
of 1985, as added by section 2301, to continue 
to carry out contracts and easements re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) using the provi-
sions of law and regulation applicable to 
such contracts and easements as in existence 
on September 30, 2013. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2704. FARMLAND PROTECTION PROGRAM 

AND FARM VIABILITY PROGRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Subchapter C of chapter 2 of 

subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838h et seq.) is re-
pealed. 

(b) TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) EFFECT ON EXISTING AGREEMENTS AND 

EASEMENTS.—The amendment made by this 
section shall not affect the validity or terms 
of any agreement or easement entered into 
by the Secretary of Agriculture under sub-
chapter C of chapter 2 of subtitle D of title 
XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3838h et seq.) before October 1, 2013, or 
any payments required to be made in connec-
tion with the agreement or easement. 

(2) FUNDING.— 
(A) USE OF PRIOR YEAR FUNDS.—Notwith-

standing the repeal of subchapter C of chap-
ter 2 of subtitle D of title XII of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838h et seq.), 
any funds made available from the Com-
modity Credit Corporation to carry out the 
farmland protection program under that sub-
chapter for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 
shall be made available to carry out agree-
ments and easements referred to in para-
graph (1) that were entered into prior to Oc-
tober 1, 2013 (including the provision of tech-
nical assistance). 

(B) OTHER.—On exhaustion of funds made 
available under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary may use funds made available to 
carry out the agricultural conservation ease-

ment program under subtitle H of title XII of 
the Food Security Act of 1985, as added by 
section 2301, to continue to carry out agree-
ments and easements referred to in para-
graph (1) using the provisions of law and reg-
ulation applicable to such agreements and 
easement as in existence on September 30, 
2013. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2705. GRASSLAND RESERVE PROGRAM. 

(a) REPEAL.—Subchapter D of chapter 2 of 
subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838n et seq.) is re-
pealed. 

(b) TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS, AGREE-

MENTS, AND EASEMENTS.—The amendment 
made by this section shall not affect the va-
lidity or terms of any contract, agreement, 
or easement entered into by the Secretary of 
Agriculture under subchapter D of chapter 2 
of subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838n et seq.) before Oc-
tober 1, 2013, or any payments required to be 
made in connection with the contract, agree-
ment, or easement. 

(2) FUNDING.— 
(A) USE OF PRIOR YEAR FUNDS.—Notwith-

standing the repeal of subchapter D of chap-
ter 2 of subtitle D of title XII of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838n et seq.), 
any funds made available from the Com-
modity Credit Corporation to carry out the 
grassland reserve program under that sub-
chapter for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 
shall be made available to carry out con-
tracts, agreements, or easements referred to 
in paragraph (1) that were entered into prior 
to October 1, 2013 (including the provision of 
technical assistance), provided that no such 
contract, agreement, or easement is modi-
fied so as to increase the amount of the pay-
ment received. 

(B) OTHER.—The Secretary may use funds 
made available to carry out the agricultural 
conservation easement program under sub-
title H of title XII of the Food Security Act 
of 1985, as added by section 2301, to continue 
to carry out contracts, agreements, and 
easements referred to in paragraph (1) using 
the provisions of law and regulation applica-
ble to such contracts, agreements, and ease-
ments as in existence on September 30, 2013. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2706. AGRICULTURAL WATER ENHANCE-

MENT PROGRAM. 

(a) REPEAL.—Section 1240I of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa–9) is re-
pealed. 

(b) TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS AND 

AGREEMENTS.—The amendment made by this 
section shall not affect the validity or terms 
of any contract or agreement entered into by 
the Secretary of Agriculture under section 
1240I of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3839aa–9) before October 1, 2013, or any 
payments required to be made in connection 
with the contract or agreement. 

(2) FUNDING.— 
(A) USE OF PRIOR YEAR FUNDS.—Notwith-

standing the repeal of section 1240I of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa– 
9), any funds made available from the Com-
modity Credit Corporation to carry out the 
agricultural water enhancement program 
under that section for fiscal years 2009 
through 2013 shall be made available to carry 
out contracts and agreements referred to in 
paragraph (1) that were entered into prior to 
October 1, 2013 (including the provision of 
technical assistance). 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4266 June 11, 2013 
(B) OTHER.—On exhaustion of funds made 

available under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary may use funds made available to 
carry out the regional conservation partner-
ships program under subtitle I of title XII of 
the Food Security Act of 1985, as added by 
section 2401, to continue to carry out con-
tracts and agreements referred to in para-
graph (1) using the provisions of law and reg-
ulation applicable to such contracts and 
agreements as in existence on September 30, 
2013. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2707. WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVE PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 1240N of the Food Se-

curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–1) is re-
pealed. 

(b) TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS.—The 

amendment made by this section shall not 
affect the validity or terms of any contract 
entered into by the Secretary of Agriculture 
under section 1240N of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–1) before October 1, 
2013, or any payments required to be made in 
connection with the contract. 

(2) FUNDING.— 
(A) USE OF PRIOR YEAR FUNDS.—Notwith-

standing the repeal of section 1240N of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb– 
1), any funds made available from the Com-
modity Credit Corporation to carry out the 
wildlife habitat incentive program under 
that section for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 
shall be made available to carry out con-
tracts referred to in paragraph (1) which 
were entered into prior to October 1, 2013 (in-
cluding the provision of technical assist-
ance). 

(B) OTHER.—On exhaustion of funds made 
available under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary may use funds made available to 
carry out the environmental quality incen-
tives program under chapter 4 of subtitle D 
of title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3839aa et seq.) to continue to carry 
out contracts referred to in paragraph (1) 
using the provisions of law and regulation 
applicable to such contracts as in existence 
on September 30, 2013. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2708. GREAT LAKES BASIN PROGRAM. 

(a) REPEAL.—Section 1240P of the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–3) is re-
pealed. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2709. CHESAPEAKE BAY WATERSHED PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 1240Q of the Food Se-

curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–4) is re-
pealed. 

(b) TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS, AGREE-

MENTS, AND EASEMENTS.—The amendment 
made by this section shall not affect the va-
lidity or terms of any contract, agreement, 
or easement entered into by the Secretary of 
Agriculture under section 1240Q of the Food 
Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb–4) be-
fore October 1, 2013, or any payments re-
quired to be made in connection with the 
contract, agreement, or easement. 

(2) FUNDING.— 
(A) USE OF PRIOR YEAR FUNDS.—Notwith-

standing the repeal of section 1240Q of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb– 
4), any funds made available from the Com-
modity Credit Corporation to carry out the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed program under 
that section for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 

shall be made available to carry out con-
tracts, agreements, and easements referred 
to in paragraph (1) that were entered into 
prior to October 1, 2013 (including the provi-
sion of technical assistance). 

(B) OTHER.—The Secretary may use funds 
made available to carry out the regional con-
servation partnerships program under sub-
title I of title XII of the Food Security Act 
of 1985, as added by section 2401, to continue 
to carry out contracts, agreements, and 
easements referred to in paragraph (1) using 
the provisions of law and regulation applica-
ble to such contracts, agreements, and ease-
ments as in existence on September 30, 2013. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2710. COOPERATIVE CONSERVATION PART-

NERSHIP INITIATIVE. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 1243 of the Food Se-

curity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3843) is repealed. 
(b) TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) EFFECT ON EXISTING CONTRACTS AND 

AGREEMENTS.—The amendment made by this 
section shall not affect the validity or terms 
of any contract or agreement entered into by 
the Secretary of Agriculture under section 
1243 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3843) before October 1, 2013, or any 
payments required to be made in connection 
with the contract or agreement. 

(2) FUNDING.— 
(A) USE OF PRIOR YEAR FUNDS.—Notwith-

standing the repeal of section 1243 of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3843), 
any funds made available from the Com-
modity Credit Corporation to carry out the 
cooperative conservation partnership initia-
tive under that section for fiscal years 2009 
through 2013 shall be made available to carry 
out contracts and agreements referred to in 
paragraph (1) that were entered into prior to 
October 1, 2013 (including the provision of 
technical assistance). 

(B) OTHER.—On exhaustion of funds made 
available under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary may use funds made available to 
carry out the regional conservation partner-
ships program under subtitle I of title XII of 
the Food Security Act of 1985, as added by 
section 2401, to continue to carry out con-
tracts and agreements referred to in para-
graph (1) using the provisions of law and reg-
ulation applicable to such contracts and 
agreements as in existence on September 30, 
2013. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 2711. ENVIRONMENTAL EASEMENT PRO-

GRAM. 
Chapter 3 of subtitle D of title XII of the 

Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839 et 
seq.) is repealed. 
SEC. 2712. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS. 

(a) Section 1201(a) of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3801(a)) is amended in the 
matter preceding paragraph (1) by striking 
‘‘E’’ and inserting ‘‘I’’. 

(b) Section 1211(a) of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3811(a)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘predominate’’ each place it appears and 
inserting ‘‘predominant’’. 

(c) Section 1242(i) of the Food Security Act 
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3842(i)) is amended in the 
subsection heading by striking ‘‘SPECIALITY’’ 
and inserting ‘‘SPECIALTY’’. 

TITLE III—TRADE 
Subtitle A—Food for Peace Act 

SEC. 3001. SET-ASIDE FOR SUPPORT FOR ORGANI-
ZATIONS THROUGH WHICH NON-
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE IS PRO-
VIDED. 

Effective October 1, 2013, section 202(e)(1) of 
the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1722(e)(1)) is 
amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by striking ‘‘13 percent’’ and inserting 
‘‘15 percent’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘new’’ 
and inserting ‘‘and enhancing’’. 

SEC. 3002. FOOD AID QUALITY. 

Section 202(h) of the Food for Peace Act (7 
U.S.C. 1722(h)) is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
use funds made available for fiscal year 2014 
and subsequent fiscal years to carry out this 
title— 

‘‘(A) to assess the types and quality of ag-
ricultural commodities and products donated 
for food aid; 

‘‘(B) to adjust products and formulations, 
including potential introduction of new 
fortificants and products, as necessary to 
cost-effectively meet nutrient needs of tar-
get populations; 

‘‘(C) to test prototypes; 
‘‘(D) to adopt new specifications or im-

prove existing specifications for micro-
nutrient fortified food aid products, based on 
the latest developments in food and nutri-
tion science, and in coordination with other 
international partners; 

‘‘(E) to develop new program guidance to 
facilitate improved matching of products to 
purposes having nutritional intent, in co-
ordination with other international part-
ners; 

‘‘(F) to develop improved guidance for im-
plementing partners on how to address nutri-
tional deficiencies that emerge among re-
cipients for whom food assistance is the sole 
source of diet in emergency programs that 
extend beyond 1 year, in coordination with 
other international partners; and 

‘‘(G) to evaluate, in appropriate settings 
and as necessary, the performance and cost- 
effectiveness of new or modified specialized 
food products and program approaches de-
signed to meet the nutritional needs of the 
most vulnerable groups, such as pregnant 
and lactating mothers, and children under 
the age of 5.’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘2011’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

SEC. 3003. MINIMUM LEVELS OF ASSISTANCE. 

Section 204(a) of the Food for Peace Act (7 
U.S.C. 1724(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

SEC. 3004. REAUTHORIZATION OF FOOD AID CON-
SULTATIVE GROUP. 

Section 205(f) of the Food for Peace Act (7 
U.S.C. 1725(f)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

SEC. 3005. OVERSIGHT, MONITORING, AND EVAL-
UATION OF FOOD FOR PEACE ACT 
PROGRAMS. 

Section 207(f) of the Food for Peace Act (7 
U.S.C. 1726a(f)) is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (4) and redesig-
nating paragraphs (5) and (6) as paragraphs 
(4) and (5), respectively; and 

(2) in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (5) (as 
so redesignated)— 

(A) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 
and 

(B) by striking ‘‘during fiscal year 2009’’ 
and inserting ‘‘during the period of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018’’. 

SEC. 3006. ASSISTANCE FOR STOCKPILING AND 
RAPID TRANSPORTATION, DELIV-
ERY, AND DISTRIBUTION OF SHELF- 
STABLE PREPACKAGED FOODS. 

Section 208(f) of the Food for Peace Act (7 
U.S.C. 1726b(f)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00198 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4267 June 11, 2013 
SEC. 3007. LIMITATION ON TOTAL VOLUME OF 

COMMODITIES MONETIZED. 
Section 403 of the Food for Peace Act (7 

U.S.C. 1733) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(m) LIMITATION ON MONETIZATION OF COM-
MODITIES.— 

‘‘(1) LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Unless the Adminis-

trator grants a waiver under paragraph (2), 
no commodity may be made available under 
this Act unless the rate of return for the 
commodity (as determined under subpara-
graph (B)) is at least 70 percent. 

‘‘(B) RATE OF RETURN.—For purposes of 
subparagraph (A), the rate of return shall be 
equal to the proportion that— 

‘‘(i) the proceeds the implementing part-
ners generate through monetization; bears to 

‘‘(ii) the cost to the Federal Government to 
procure and ship the commodities to a re-
cipient country for monetization. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Adminis-
trator may waive the application of the limi-
tation in paragraph (1) with regard to a com-
modity for a recipient country if the Admin-
istrator determines that it is necessary to 
achieve the purposes of this Act in the re-
cipient country. 

‘‘(3) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
a waiver is granted under paragraph (2), the 
Administrator shall prepare, publish in the 
Federal Register, and submit to the Commit-
tees on Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, and Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives, 
and the Committees on Appropriations, For-
eign Relations, and Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate a report that— 

‘‘(A) contains the reasons for granting the 
waiver and the actual rate of return for the 
commodity; and 

‘‘(B) includes for the commodity the costs 
of bagging or further processing, ocean 
transportation, inland transportation in the 
recipient country, storage costs, and any 
other information that the Administrator 
determines to be necessary.’’. 
SEC. 3008. FLEXIBILITY. 

Section 406 of the Food for Peace Act (7 
U.S.C. 1736) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (c) and (d) 
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) FLEXIBILITY.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law and as necessary to 
achieve the purposes of this Act, funds avail-
able under this Act may be used to pay the 
costs of up to 20 percent of activities con-
ducted in recipient countries by nonprofit 
voluntary organizations, cooperatives, or 
intergovernmental agencies or organiza-
tions.’’. 
SEC. 3009. PROCUREMENT, TRANSPORTATION, 

TESTING, AND STORAGE OF AGRI-
CULTURAL COMMODITIES FOR 
PREPOSITIONING IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Section 407 of the Food for Peace Act (7 
U.S.C. 1736a) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (c)(4)(A)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 

and 
(B) by striking ‘‘for each such fiscal year 

not more than $10,000,000 of such funds’’ and 
inserting ‘‘for each of fiscal years 2001 
through 2012 not more than $10,000,000 of 
such funds and for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018 not more than $15,000,000 of 
such funds’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(g) FUNDING FOR TESTING OF FOOD AID 

SHIPMENTS.—Funds made available for agri-
cultural products acquired under this Act 
and section 3107 of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 1736o– 
1) may be used to pay for the testing of those 
agricultural products.’’. 

SEC. 3010. DEADLINE FOR AGREEMENTS TO FI-
NANCE SALES OR TO PROVIDE 
OTHER ASSISTANCE. 

Section 408 of the Food for Peace Act (7 
U.S.C. 1736b) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 3011. MINIMUM LEVEL OF NONEMERGENCY 

FOOD ASSISTANCE. 
Section 412 of the Food for Peace Act (7 

U.S.C. 1736f) is amended by striking sub-
section (e) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(e) MINIMUM LEVEL OF NONEMERGENCY 
FOOD ASSISTANCE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 
of the amounts made available to carry out 
emergency and nonemergency food assist-
ance programs under title II, not less than 20 
nor more than 30 percent for each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018 shall be expended for 
nonemergency food assistance programs 
under title II. 

‘‘(2) MINIMUM LEVEL.—The amount made 
available to carry out nonemergency food as-
sistance programs under title II shall not be 
less than $275,000,000 for any fiscal year.’’. 
SEC. 3012. COORDINATION OF FOREIGN ASSIST-

ANCE PROGRAMS REPORT. 
Section 413 of the Food for Peace Act (7 

U.S.C. 1736g) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—To the 

maximum’’ and inserting ‘‘To the max-
imum’’; and 

(2) by striking subsection (b). 
SEC. 3013. MICRONUTRIENT FORTIFICATION PRO-

GRAMS. 
(a) ELIMINATION OF OBSOLETE REFERENCE 

TO STUDY.—Section 415(a)(2)(B) of the Food 
for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1736g–2(a)(2)(B)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘, using recommenda-
tions’’ and all that follows through ‘‘quality 
enhancements’’. 

(b) EXTENSION.—Section 415(c) of the Food 
for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1736g–2(c)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 3014. JOHN OGONOWSKI AND DOUG BEREU-

TER FARMER-TO-FARMER PROGRAM. 
Section 501 of the Food for Peace Act (7 

U.S.C. 1737) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (d)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘0.5 percent’’ and inserting 

‘‘0.6 percent’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 

and 
(2) in subsection (e)(1), by striking ‘‘2012’’ 

and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 3015. PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE FOR 

NORTH KOREA. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—No amounts may be obli-

gated or expended to provide assistance 
under title II of the Food for Peace Act (7 
U.S.C. 1721 et seq.) to the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea. 

(b) NATIONAL INTEREST WAIVER.—The 
President may waive subsection (a) if the 
President determines and certifies to the 
Committees on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry and Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committees on Agriculture and 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives that the waiver is in the national inter-
est of the United States. 

Subtitle B—Agricultural Trade Act of 1978 
SEC. 3101. EXPORT CREDIT GUARANTEE PRO-

GRAMS. 
Section 211 of the Agricultural Trade Act 

of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5641) is amended by striking 
subsection (b) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(b) EXPORT CREDIT GUARANTEE PRO-
GRAMS.—The Commodity Credit Corporation 
shall make available for each of fiscal years 
2014 through 2018 credit guarantees under 
section 202(a) in an amount equal to not 
more than $4,500,000,000 in credit guaran-
tees.’’. 
SEC. 3102. FUNDING FOR MARKET ACCESS PRO-

GRAM. 
Section 211(c)(1)(A) of the Agricultural 

Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5641(c)(1)(A)) is 

amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 3103. FOREIGN MARKET DEVELOPMENT CO-

OPERATOR PROGRAM. 
Section 703(a) of the Agricultural Trade 

Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5723(a)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

Subtitle C—Other Agricultural Trade Laws 
SEC. 3201. FOOD FOR PROGRESS ACT OF 1985. 

(a) EXTENSION.—The Food for Progress Act 
of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1736o) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f)(3), by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 

(2) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’; 

(3) in subsection (k), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(4) in subsection (l)(1), by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

(b) REPEAL OF COMPLETED PROJECT.—Sub-
section (f) of the Food for Progress Act of 
1985 (7 U.S.C. 1736o) is amended by striking 
paragraph (6). 

(c) FLEXIBILITY.—The Food for Progress 
Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1736o) is amended in sub-
section (l) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(5) FLEXIBILITY.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law and as necessary to 
achieve the purposes of this Act, funds avail-
able under this Act may be used to pay the 
costs of up to 20 percent of activities con-
ducted in recipient countries by nonprofit 
voluntary organizations, cooperatives, or 
intergovernmental agencies or organiza-
tions.’’. 

(d) LIMITATION ON TOTAL VOLUME OF COM-
MODITIES MONETIZED.—The Food for Progress 
Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1736o) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(p) LIMITATION ON MONETIZATION OF COM-
MODITIES.— 

‘‘(1) LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Unless the Secretary 

grants a waiver under paragraph (2), no eligi-
ble commodity may be made available under 
this section unless the rate of return for the 
eligible commodity (as determined under 
subparagraph (B)) is at least 70 percent. 

‘‘(B) RATE OF RETURN.—For purposes of 
subparagraph (A), the rate of return shall be 
equal to the proportion that— 

‘‘(i) the proceeds the implementing part-
ners generate through monetization; bears to 

‘‘(ii) the cost to the Federal Government to 
procure and ship the eligible commodities to 
a recipient country for monetization. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary 
may waive the application of the limitation 
in paragraph (1) with regard to an eligible 
commodity for a recipient country if the 
Secretary determines that it is necessary to 
achieve the purposes of this Act in the re-
cipient country. 

‘‘(3) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
a waiver is granted under paragraph (2), the 
Secretary shall prepare, publish in the Fed-
eral Register, and submit to the Committees 
on Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, and Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives, 
and the Committees on Appropriations, For-
eign Relations, and Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate a report that— 

‘‘(A) contains the reasons for granting the 
waiver and the actual rate of return for the 
eligible commodity; and 

‘‘(B) includes for the commodity the costs 
of bagging or further processing, ocean 
transportation, inland transportation in the 
recipient country, storage costs, and any 
other information that the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary.’’. 
SEC. 3202. BILL EMERSON HUMANITARIAN 

TRUST. 
Section 302 of the Bill Emerson Humani-

tarian Trust Act (7 U.S.C. 1736f–1) is amend-
ed— 
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(1) in subsection (b)(2)(B)(i), by striking 

‘‘2012’’ both places it appears and inserting 
‘‘2018’’; and 

(2) in subsection (h), by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
both places it appears and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 3203. PROMOTION OF AGRICULTURAL EX-

PORTS TO EMERGING MARKETS. 
(a) DIRECT CREDITS OR EXPORT CREDIT 

GUARANTEES.—Section 1542(a) of the Food, 
Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 
1990 (Public Law 101–624; 7 U.S.C. 5622 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURAL SYS-
TEMS.—Section 1542(d)(1)(A)(i) of the Food, 
Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 
1990 (Public Law 101–624; 7 U.S.C. 5622 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 3204. MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL 

FOOD FOR EDUCATION AND CHILD 
NUTRITION PROGRAM. 

(a) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 3107(l)(2) of 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 1736o–1(l)(2)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 3107(d) 
of the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 1736o–1(d)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘to’’ in the matter preceding para-
graph (1). 
SEC. 3205. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR SPE-

CIALTY CROPS. 
(a) PURPOSE.—Section 3205(b) of the Farm 

Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 5680(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘re-
lated barriers to trade’’ and inserting ‘‘tech-
nical barriers to trade’’. 

(b) FUNDING.—Section 3205(e)(2) of the 
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 
2002 (7 U.S.C. 5680(e)(2)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub-
paragraph (C); and 

(2) by striking subparagraphs (D) and (E) 
and inserting the following new subpara-
graph: 

‘‘(D) $9,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2011 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 3206. GLOBAL CROP DIVERSITY TRUST. 

Section 3202(c) of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 
22 U.S.C. 2220a note) is amended by striking 
‘‘2008 through 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2014 
through 2018’’. 
SEC. 3207. LOCAL AND REGIONAL FOOD AID PRO-

CUREMENT PROJECTS. 
Section 3206 of the Food, Conservation, and 

Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 1726c) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(b) STUDY; FIELD-BASED 

PROJECTS.—’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘(2) FIELD-BASED PROJECTS.—’’ and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(b) FIELD-BASED PROJECTS.—’’; 
(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and 

(B) as paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively, 
and indenting appropriately; 

(C) in paragraph (1) (as so redesignated), by 
striking ‘‘subparagraph (B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘paragraph (2)’’; and 

(D) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated), by 
striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)’’ and inserting 
‘‘paragraph (1)’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b)(2)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(b)’’; 

(3) by striking subsections (d), (f), and (g); 
(4) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-

section (d); 
(5) in subsection (d) (as so redesignated)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by striking subparagraph (B); and 
(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘(A) APPLICATION.—’’ and all 

that follows through ‘‘To be eligible’’ in 
clause (i) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible’’; 
(II) by redesignating clause (ii) as subpara-

graph (B) and indenting appropriately; and 
(III) in subparagraph (B) (as so redesig-

nated), by striking ‘‘clause (i)’’ and inserting 
‘‘subparagraph (A)’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (4); and 
(6) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $60,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(2) PREFERENCE.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Secretary may give a preference to 
eligible organizations that have, or are 
working toward, projects under the McGov-
ern-Dole International Food for Education 
and Child Nutrition Program established 
under section 3107 of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 1736o– 
1). 

‘‘(3) REPORTING.—Each year, the Secretary 
shall submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress a report that describes the use of 
funds under this section, including— 

‘‘(A) the impact of procurements and 
projects on— 

‘‘(i) local and regional agricultural pro-
ducers; and 

‘‘(ii) markets and consumers, including 
low-income consumers; and 

‘‘(B) implementation time frames and 
costs.’’. 
SEC. 3208. DONALD PAYNE HORN OF AFRICA 

FOOD RESILIENCE PROGRAM. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the 
Agency for International Development. 

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives; 

(C) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; and 

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. 

(3) ELIGIBLE ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘eli-
gible organization’’ means an organization 
that is— 

(A) a private voluntary organization or co-
operative that is, to the extent practicable, 
registered with the Administrator; or 

(B) an intergovernmental organization, 
such as the World Food Program. 

(4) HORN OF AFRICA.—The term ‘‘Horn of 
Africa’’ means the countries of— 

(A) Ethiopia; 
(B) Somalia; 
(C) Kenya; 
(D) Djibouti; 
(E) Eritrea; 
(F) South Sudan; 
(G) Uganda; and 
(H) such other countries as the Adminis-

trator determines to be appropriate after 
providing notification to the appropriate 
committees of Congress. 

(5) RESILIENCE.—The term ‘‘resilience’’ 
means— 

(A) the capacity to mitigate the negative 
impacts of crises (including natural disas-
ters, conflicts, and economic shocks) in 
order to reduce loss of life and depletion of 
productive assets; 

(B) the capacity to respond effectively to 
crises, ensuring basic needs are met in a way 
that is integrated with long-term develop-
ment efforts; and 

(C) the capacity to recover and rebuild 
after crises so that future shocks can be ab-
sorbed with less need for ongoing external 
assistance. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to establish a pilot program to effectively 
integrate all United States-funded emer-
gency and long-term development activities 
that aim to improve food security in the 
Horn of Africa, building resilience so as— 

(1) to reduce the impacts of future crises; 
(2) to enhance local capacity for emer-

gency response; 
(3) to enhance sustainability of long-term 

development programs targeting poor and 
vulnerable households; and 

(4) to reduce the need for repeated costly 
emergency operations. 

(c) STUDY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall initiate a study of prior 
programs to support resilience in the Horn of 
Africa conducted by— 

(A) other donor countries; 
(B) private voluntary organizations; 
(C) the World Food Program of the United 

Nations; and 
(D) multilateral institutions, including the 

World Bank. 
(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The study shall— 
(A) include all programs implemented 

through the Agency for International Devel-
opment, the Department of Agriculture, the 
Department of the Treasury, the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation, the Peace Corps, and 
other relevant Federal agencies; 

(B) evaluate how well the programs de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) work together to 
complement each other and leverage impacts 
across programs; 

(C) include recommendations for how full 
integration of efforts can be achieved; and 

(D) evaluate the degree to which country- 
led development plans support programs that 
increase resilience, including review of the 
investments by each country in nutrition 
and safety nets. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report containing 
the results of the study. 

(d) FIELD-BASED PROJECT GRANTS OR COOP-
ERATIVE AGREEMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall— 
(A) provide grants to, or enter into cooper-

ative agreements with, eligible organizations 
to carry out field-based projects that build 
resilience in the Horn of Africa in accord-
ance with this section; and 

(B) develop a project approval process to 
ensure full integration of efforts. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS OF ELIGIBLE ORGANIZA-
TIONS.— 

(A) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive 
a grant from, or enter into a cooperative 
agreement with, the Administrator under 
this subsection, an eligible organization 
shall submit to the Administrator an appli-
cation by such date, in such manner, and 
containing such information as the Adminis-
trator may require. 

(B) COMPLETION REQUIREMENT.—To be eligi-
ble to receive a grant from, or enter into a 
cooperative agreement with, the Adminis-
trator under this subsection, an eligible or-
ganization shall agree— 

(i) to collect, not later than September 30, 
2016, data containing the information re-
quired under subsection (f)(2) relating to the 
field-based project funded through the grant 
or cooperative agreement; and 

(ii) to provide to the Administrator the 
data collected under clause (i). 

(3) REQUIREMENTS OF ADMINISTRATOR.— 
(A) PROJECT DIVERSITY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii) and 

subparagraph (B), in selecting proposals for 
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field-based projects to fund under this sec-
tion, the Administrator shall select a diver-
sity of projects, including projects located 
in— 

(I) areas most prone to repeated crises; 
(II) areas with effective existing resilience 

programs that can be scaled; and 
(III) areas in all countries of the Horn of 

Africa. 
(ii) PRIORITY.—In selecting proposals for 

field-based projects under clause (i), the Ad-
ministrator shall ensure that the selected 
proposals are for field-based projects that— 

(I) effectively integrate emergency and 
long-term development programs to improve 
sustainability; 

(II) demonstrate the potential to reduce 
the need for future emergency assistance; 
and 

(III) build targeted productive safety nets, 
in coordination with host country govern-
ments, through food for work, cash for work, 
and other proven program methodologies. 

(B) AVAILABILITY.—The Administrator 
shall not award a grant or cooperative agree-
ment or approve a field-based project under 
this subsection until the date on which the 
Administrator promulgates regulations or 
issues guidelines under subsection (e). 

(e) REGULATIONS; GUIDELINES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of completion of the study 
under subsection (c), the Administrator shall 
promulgate regulations or issue guidelines to 
carry out field-based projects under this sec-
tion. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In promulgating regu-
lations or issuing guidelines under paragraph 
(1), the Administrator shall— 

(A) take into consideration the results of 
the study described in subsection (c); and 

(B) provide an opportunity for public re-
view and comment. 

(f) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than November 

1, 2016, the Administrator shall submit to the 
appropriate committees of Congress a report 
that— 

(A) addresses each factor described in para-
graph (2); and 

(B) is conducted in accordance with this 
section. 

(2) REQUIRED FACTORS.—The report shall 
include baseline and end-of-project data that 
measures— 

(A) the prevalence of moderate and severe 
hunger so as to provide an accurate account-
ing of project impact on household access to 
and consumption of food during every month 
of the year prior to data collection; 

(B) household ownership of and access to 
productive assets, including at a minimum 
land, livestock, homes, equipment, and other 
materials assets needed for income genera-
tion; 

(C) household incomes, including informal 
sources of employment; and 

(D) the productive assets of women using 
the Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture 
Index. 

(3) PUBLIC ACCESS TO RECORDS AND RE-
PORTS.—Not later than 90 days after the date 
on which the report is submitted under para-
graph (1), the Administrator shall provide 
public access to the report. 

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $10,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 
SEC. 3209. UNDER SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

FOR TRADE AND FOREIGN AGRICUL-
TURAL AFFAIRS. 

(a) DEFINITION OF AGRICULTURE COMMIT-
TEES AND SUBCOMMITTEES.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘agriculture committees and sub-
committees’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives; 

(2) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate; and 

(3) the subcommittees on agriculture, rural 
development, food and drug administration, 
and related agencies of the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. 

(b) PROPOSAL.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-

sultation with the agriculture committees 
and subcommittees, shall propose a reorga-
nization of international trade functions for 
imports and exports of the Department of 
Agriculture. 

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In producing the pro-
posal under this section, the Secretary 
shall— 

(A) in recognition of the importance of ag-
ricultural exports to the farm economy and 
the economy as a whole, include a plan for 
the establishment of an Under Secretary of 
Agriculture for Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs; 

(B) take into consideration how the Under 
Secretary described in subparagraph (A) 
would serve as a multiagency coordinator of 
sanitary and phytosanitary issues and non-
tariff trade barriers in agriculture with re-
spect to imports and exports of agricultural 
products; and 

(C) take into consideration all implica-
tions of a reorganization described in para-
graph (1) on domestic programs and oper-
ations of the Department of Agriculture. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act and before 
the reorganization described in paragraph (1) 
can take effect, the Secretary shall submit 
to the agriculture committees and sub-
committees a report that— 

(A) includes the results of the proposal 
under this section; and 

(B) provides a notice of the reorganization 
plan. 

(4) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the submission of the report 
under paragraph (3), the Secretary shall im-
plement a reorganization of international 
trade functions for imports and exports of 
the Department of Agriculture, including the 
establishment of an Under Secretary of Agri-
culture for Trade and Foreign Agricultural 
Affairs. 

(c) CONFIRMATION REQUIRED.—The position 
of Under Secretary of Agriculture for Trade 
and Foreign Agricultural Affairs established 
under subsection (b)(2)(A) shall be appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

TITLE IV—NUTRITION 

Subtitle A—Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program 

SEC. 4001. ACCESS TO GROCERY DELIVERY FOR 
HOMEBOUND SENIORS AND INDIVID-
UALS WITH DISABILITIES ELIGIBLE 
FOR SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION AS-
SISTANCE BENEFITS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3(p) of the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2012(p)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(5) a public or private nonprofit food pur-
chasing and delivery service that— 

‘‘(A) purchases food for, and delivers the 
food to, individuals who are— 

‘‘(i) unable to shop for food; and 
‘‘(ii)(I) not less than 60 years of age; or 
‘‘(II) individuals with disabilities; 
‘‘(B) clearly notifies the participating 

household at the time the household places a 
food order— 

‘‘(i) of any delivery fee associated with the 
food purchase and delivery provided to the 
household by the service; and 

‘‘(ii) that a delivery fee cannot be paid 
with benefits provided under the supple-
mental nutrition assistance program; and 

‘‘(C) sells food purchased for the household 
at the price paid by the service for the food 
without any additional cost markup.’’. 

(b) ISSUANCE OF REGULATIONS.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall issue regula-
tions that— 

(1) establish criteria to identify a food pur-
chasing and delivery service described in sec-
tion 3(p)(5) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (as added by subsection (a)(3)); and 

(2) establish procedures to ensure that the 
service— 

(A) does not charge more for a food item 
than the price paid by the service for the 
food item; 

(B) offers food delivery service at no or low 
cost to households under that Act; 

(C) ensures that benefits provided under 
the supplemental nutrition assistance pro-
gram are used only to purchase food, as de-
fined in section 3 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 2012); 

(D) limits the purchase of food, and the de-
livery of the food, to households eligible to 
receive services described in section 3(p)(5) of 
that Act (as added by subsection (a)(3)); 

(E) has established adequate safeguards 
against fraudulent activities, including un-
authorized use of electronic benefit cards 
issued under that Act; and 

(F) such other requirements as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate. 

(c) LIMITATION.—Before the issuance of reg-
ulations under subsection (b), the Secretary 
may not approve more than 20 food pur-
chasing and delivery services described in 
section 3(p)(5) of the Food and Nutrition Act 
of 2008 (as added by subsection (a)(3)) to par-
ticipate as retail food stores under the sup-
plemental nutrition assistance program. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the 
amendments made by this section take ef-
fect on the date that is 30 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 4002. FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM ON IN-

DIAN RESERVATIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4(b)(6)(F) of the 

Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
2013(b)(6)(F)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

(b) FEASABILITY STUDY FOR INDIAN 
TRIBES.—Section 17 of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2026) is amended by 
inserting at the end the following: 

‘‘(l) FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR INDIAN 
TRIBES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a study to determine the feasibility of 
a tribal demonstration project for tribes, in 
lieu of State agencies or other adminis-
trating entities, to administer Federal food 
assistance programs, services, functions, and 
activities (or portions thereof). 

‘‘(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the 
study, the Secretary shall consider— 

‘‘(A) the probable effects on specific pro-
grams and program beneficiaries of such a 
demonstration project; 

‘‘(B) statutory, regulatory, or other im-
pediments to implementation of such a dem-
onstration project; 

‘‘(C) strategies for implementing such a 
demonstration project; 

‘‘(D) probable costs or savings associated 
with such a demonstration project; 

‘‘(E) methods to assure quality and ac-
countability in such a demonstration 
project; and 

‘‘(F) such other issues that may be deter-
mined by the Secretary or developed through 
consultation pursuant to paragraph (4). 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00201 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4270 June 11, 2013 
‘‘(3) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months 

after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Agriculture of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a report that contains— 

‘‘(A) the results of the study under this 
subsection; 

‘‘(B) a list of programs, services, functions, 
and activities (or portions thereof) within 
each agency that would be feasible to include 
in a tribal demonstration project; 

‘‘(C) a list of programs, services, functions, 
and activities (or portions thereof) included 
in the list described in subparagraph (B) that 
could be included in a tribal demonstration 
project without amending existing law or 
without waiving regulations that the Sec-
retary may not waive; and 

‘‘(D) a list of legislative actions required in 
order to include those programs, services, 
functions, and activities (or portions thereof) 
included in the list described in subpara-
graph (B) but not included in the list de-
scribed in subparagraph (C) in a tribal dem-
onstration project. 

‘‘(4) CONSULTATION WITH INDIAN TRIBES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Prior to consultation, 

the Secretary shall consult with Indian 
tribes to determine a protocol for consulta-
tion. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The protocol shall 
require, at a minimum, that— 

‘‘(i) the government-to-government rela-
tionship with Indian tribes forms the basis 
for the consultation process; 

‘‘(ii) the Indian tribes and the Secretary 
jointly conduct the consultations required 
by this paragraph; and 

‘‘(iii) the consultation process allows for 
separate and direct recommendations from 
the Indian tribes and other entities ref-
erenced in this subsection.’’. 

(c) TRADITIONAL AND LOCALLY-GROWN 
FOOD.—Section 4(b)(6) of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2013(b)(6)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as 
subparagraph (G); and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the 
following: 

‘‘(F) TRADITIONAL AND LOCALLY-GROWN 
FOOD.—A tribe that is authorized to admin-
ister the distribution described in paragraph 
(1) shall have the option to use 5 percent of 
the program funding of the tribe to promote 
local purchase of traditional and locally- 
grown food to be used in the food package of 
the tribe by purchasing traditional and lo-
cally-grown foods from local Native Amer-
ican farmers, ranchers, and producers.’’. 
SEC. 4003. STANDARD UTILITY ALLOWANCES 

BASED ON THE RECEIPT OF ENERGY 
ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS. 

(a) STANDARD UTILITY ALLOWANCES IN THE 
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM.—Section 5(e)(6)(C) of the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2014(e)(6)(C)) is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, subject to 
clause (iv)’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’; and 

(2) in clause (iv), by striking subclause (I) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subclause (II), 
if a State agency elects to use a standard 
utility allowance that reflects heating and 
cooling costs, the standard utility allowance 
shall be made available to households that 
have received a payment, or on behalf of 
which a payment has been made, under the 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Act of 
1981 (42 U.S.C. 8621 et seq.) or other similar 
energy assistance program, if in the current 
month or during the immediately preceding 
12 months, the household either has received 
a payment, or a payment has been made on 
behalf of the household, that is greater than 

$10 annually, as determined by the Sec-
retary.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
2605(f)(2)(A) of the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8624(f)(2)(A)) 
is amended by inserting before the semicolon 
at the end ‘‘, except that, for purposes of the 
supplemental nutrition assistance program 
established under the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), such pay-
ments or allowances were greater than $10 
annually, consistent with section 
5(e)(6)(C)(iv)(I) of that Act (7 U.S.C. 
2014(e)(6)(C)(iv)(I)), as determined by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE AND IMPLEMENTATION 
DATE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), this section and the amend-
ments made by this section shall take effect 
beginning on October 1, 2013, for all certifi-
cation periods beginning after that date. 

(2) STATE OPTION TO DELAY IMPLEMENTATION 
FOR CURRENT RECIPIENTS.—A State may, at 
the option of the State, implement a policy 
that eliminates or minimizes the effect of 
the amendments made by this section for 
households that receive a standard utility al-
lowance as of the date of enactment of this 
Act for not more than a 180-day period begin-
ning on the date on which the amendments 
made by this section would otherwise affect 
the benefits received by a household. 
SEC. 4004. ELIGIBILITY DISQUALIFICATIONS. 

Section 6(e)(3)(B) of Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2015(e)(3)(B)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘section’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘section, subject to the condition 
that the course or program of study— 

‘‘(i) is part of a program of career and tech-
nical education (as defined in section 3 of the 
Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2302)) that may 
be completed in not more than 4 years at an 
institution of higher education (as defined in 
section 102 of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)); or 

‘‘(ii) is limited to remedial courses, basic 
adult education, literacy, or English as a 
second language;’’. 
SEC. 4005. ENDING SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM BENEFITS 
FOR LOTTERY OR GAMBLING WIN-
NERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6 of the Food and 
Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2015) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(r) INELIGIBILITY FOR BENEFITS DUE TO RE-
CEIPT OF SUBSTANTIAL LOTTERY OR GAMBLING 
WINNINGS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any household in which 
a member receives substantial lottery or 
gambling winnings, as determined by the 
Secretary, shall lose eligibility for benefits 
immediately upon receipt of the winnings. 

‘‘(2) DURATION OF INELIGIBILITY.—A house-
hold described in paragraph (1) shall remain 
ineligible for participation until the house-
hold meets the allowable financial resources 
and income eligibility requirements under 
subsections (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (i), (k), (l), 
(m), and (n) of section 5. 

‘‘(3) AGREEMENTS.—As determined by the 
Secretary, each State agency, to the max-
imum extent practicable, shall establish 
agreements with entities responsible for the 
regulation or sponsorship of gaming in the 
State to determine whether individuals par-
ticipating in the supplemental nutrition as-
sistance program have received substantial 
lottery or gambling winnings.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 5(a) 
of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 2014(a)) is amended in the second sen-
tence by striking ‘‘sections 6(b), 6(d)(2), and 
6(g)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsections (b), (d)(2), 
(g), and (r) of section 6’’. 

SEC. 4006. RETAIL FOOD STORES. 

(a) DEFINITION OF RETAIL FOOD STORE.— 
Subsection (o)(1)(A) of section 3 of the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2012) (as 
redesignated by section 4018(a)(4)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘at least 2’’ and inserting ‘‘at 
least 3’’. 

(b) ALTERNATIVE BENEFIT DELIVERY.—Sec-
tion 7(f) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2016(f)) is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) IMPOSITION OF COSTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall require 
participating retail food stores (including 
restaurants participating in a State option 
restaurant program intended to serve the el-
derly, disabled, and homeless) to pay 100 per-
cent of the costs of acquiring, and arrange 
for the implementation of, electronic benefit 
transfer point-of-sale equipment and sup-
plies, including related services. 

‘‘(B) EXEMPTIONS.—The Secretary may ex-
empt from subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) farmers’ markets and other direct-to- 
consumer markets, military commissaries, 
nonprofit food buying cooperatives, and es-
tablishments, organizations, programs, or 
group living arrangements described in para-
graphs (5), (7), and (8) of section 3(k); and 

‘‘(ii) establishments described in para-
graphs (3), (4), and (9) of section 3(k), other 
than restaurants participating in a State op-
tion restaurant program. 

‘‘(C) INTERCHANGE FEES.—Nothing in this 
paragraph permits the charging of fees relat-
ing to the redemption of supplemental nutri-
tion assistance program benefits, in accord-
ance with subsection (h)(13).’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) TERMINATION OF MANUAL VOUCHERS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Effective beginning on 

the date of enactment of this paragraph, ex-
cept as provided in subparagraph (B), no 
State shall issue manual vouchers to a 
household that receives supplemental nutri-
tion assistance under this Act or allow retail 
food stores to accept manual vouchers as 
payment, unless the Secretary determines 
that the manual vouchers are necessary, 
such as in the event of an electronic benefit 
transfer system failure or a disaster situa-
tion. 

‘‘(B) EXEMPTIONS.—The Secretary may ex-
empt categories of retail food stores or indi-
vidual retail food stores from subparagraph 
(A) based on criteria established by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(5) UNIQUE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER RE-
QUIRED.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To enhance the anti- 
fraud protections of the program, the Sec-
retary shall require all parties providing 
electronic benefit transfer services to pro-
vide for and maintain unique terminal iden-
tification number information through the 
supplemental nutrition assistance program 
electronic benefit transfer transaction rout-
ing system. 

‘‘(B) REGULATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not earlier than 2 years 

after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Secretary shall issue proposed 
regulations to carry out this paragraph. 

‘‘(ii) COMMERCIAL PRACTICES.—In issuing 
regulations to carry out this paragraph, the 
Secretary shall consider existing commercial 
practices for other point-of-sale debit trans-
actions.’’. 

(c) ELECTRONIC BENEFIT TRANSFERS.—Sec-
tion 7(h)(3)(B) of the Food and Nutrition Act 
of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2016(h)(3)(B)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘is operational—’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘(ii) in the case of other par-
ticipating stores,’’ and inserting ‘‘is oper-
ational’’. 
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(d) APPROVAL OF RETAIL FOOD STORES AND 

WHOLESALE FOOD CONCERNS.—Section 9 of 
the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
2018) is amended— 

(1) in the second sentence of subsection 
(a)(1)— 

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘, in-
cluding the depth of stock, variety of staple 
food items, and the sale of excepted items 
described in 3(k)(1)’’ after ‘‘applicant’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘; and (C)’’ and inserting ‘‘; 
(C) whether the applicant is located in an 
area with significantly limited access to 
food; and (D)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(g) EBT SERVICE REQUIREMENT.—An ap-

proved retail food store shall provide ade-
quate EBT service as described in section 
7(h)(3)(B).’’. 
SEC. 4007. IMPROVING SECURITY OF FOOD AS-

SISTANCE. 
Section 7(h)(8) of the Food and Nutrition 

Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2016(h)(8)) is amended— 
(1) by striking the paragraph heading and 

inserting ‘‘REPLACEMENT OF CARDS.—’’; 
(2) by striking ‘‘A State’’ and inserting the 

following: 
‘‘(A) FEES.—A State’’; and 
(3) by adding after subparagraph (A) (as so 

designated by paragraph (2)) the following: 
‘‘(B) PURPOSEFUL LOSS OF CARDS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to terms and 

conditions established by the Secretary in 
accordance with clause (ii), if a household 
makes excessive requests for replacement of 
the electronic benefit transfer card of the 
household, the Secretary may require a 
State agency to decline to issue a replace-
ment card to the household unless the house-
hold, upon request of the State agency, pro-
vides an explanation for the loss of the card. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—The terms and condi-
tions established by the Secretary shall pro-
vide that— 

‘‘(I) the household be given the oppor-
tunity to provide the requested explanation 
and meet the requirements under this para-
graph promptly; 

‘‘(II) after an excessive number of lost 
cards, the head of the household shall be re-
quired to review program rights and respon-
sibilities with State agency personnel au-
thorized to make determinations under sec-
tion 5(a); and 

‘‘(III) any action taken, including actions 
required under section 6(b)(2), other than the 
withholding of the electronic benefit trans-
fer card until an explanation described in 
subclause (I) is provided, shall be consistent 
with the due process protections under sec-
tion 6(b) or 11(e)(10), as appropriate. 

‘‘(C) PROTECTING VULNERABLE PERSONS.—In 
implementing this paragraph, a State agency 
shall act to protect homeless persons, per-
sons with disabilities, victims of crimes, and 
other vulnerable persons who lose electronic 
benefit transfer cards but are not inten-
tionally committing fraud. 

‘‘(D) EFFECT ON ELIGIBILITY.—While a State 
may decline to issue an electronic benefits 
transfer card until a household satisfies the 
requirements under this paragraph, nothing 
in this paragraph shall be considered a denial 
of, or limitation on, the eligibility for bene-
fits under section 5.’’. 
SEC. 4008. TECHNOLOGY MODERNIZATION FOR 

RETAIL FOOD STORES. 
(a) MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES.—Section 7(h) of 

the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
2016(h)) (as amended by section 4018(e)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(14) MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Secretary shall approve retail food 
stores to redeem benefits through electronic 
means other than wired point of sale devices 
for electronic benefit transfer transactions, 
if the retail food stores— 

‘‘(i) establish recipient protections regard-
ing privacy, ease of use, access, and support 
similar to the protections provided for trans-
actions made in retail food stores; 

‘‘(ii) bear the costs of obtaining, installing, 
and maintaining mobile technologies, in-
cluding mechanisms needed to process EBT 
cards and transaction fees; 

‘‘(iii) demonstrate the foods purchased 
with benefits issued under this section 
through mobile technologies are purchased 
at a price not higher than the price of the 
same food purchased by other methods used 
by the retail food store, as determined by the 
Secretary; 

‘‘(iv) provide adequate documentation for 
each authorized transaction, as determined 
by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(v) meet other criteria as established by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) DEMONSTRATION PROJECT ON ACCEPT-
ANCE OF BENEFITS OF MOBILE TRANSACTIONS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Before authorizing im-
plementation of subparagraph (A) in all 
States, the Secretary shall pilot the use of 
mobile technologies determined by the Sec-
retary to be appropriate to test the feasi-
bility and implications for program integ-
rity, by allowing retail food stores to accept 
benefits from recipients of supplemental nu-
trition assistance through mobile trans-
actions. 

‘‘(ii) DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS.—To be eli-
gible to participate in a demonstration 
project under clause (i), a retail food store 
shall submit to the Secretary for approval a 
plan that includes— 

‘‘(I) a description of the technology; 
‘‘(II) the manner by which the retail food 

store will provide proof of the transaction to 
households; 

‘‘(III) the provision of data to the Sec-
retary, consistent with requirements estab-
lished by the Secretary, in a manner that al-
lows the Secretary to evaluate the impact of 
the demonstration on participant access, 
ease of use, and program integrity; and 

‘‘(IV) such other criteria as the Secretary 
may require. 

‘‘(iii) DATE OF COMPLETION.—The dem-
onstration projects under this subparagraph 
shall be completed and final reports sub-
mitted to the Secretary by not later than 
July 1, 2015. 

‘‘(C) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(i) by not later than January 1, 2016, au-
thorize implementation of subparagraph (A) 
in all States, unless the Secretary makes a 
finding, based on the data provided under 
subparagraph (B), that implementation in all 
States is not in the best interest of the sup-
plemental nutrition assistance program; and 

‘‘(ii) if the determination made in clause 
(i) is not to implement subparagraph (A) in 
all States, submit a report to the Committee 
on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate that in-
cludes the basis of the finding.’’. 

(b) ACCEPTANCE OF BENEFITS THROUGH ON- 
LINE TRANSACTIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7 of the Food and 
Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2016) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(k) OPTION TO ACCEPT PROGRAM BENEFITS 
THROUGH ON-LINE TRANSACTIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (4), 
the Secretary shall approve retail food stores 
to accept benefits from recipients of supple-
mental nutrition assistance through on-line 
transactions. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS TO ACCEPT BENEFITS.—A 
retail food store seeking to accept benefits 
from recipients of supplemental nutrition as-
sistance through on-line transactions shall— 

‘‘(A) establish recipient protections regard-
ing privacy, ease of use, access, and support 

similar to the protections provided for trans-
actions made in retail food stores; 

‘‘(B) ensure benefits are not used to pay de-
livery, ordering, convenience, or other fees 
or charges; 

‘‘(C) clearly notify participating house-
holds at the time a food order is placed— 

‘‘(i) of any delivery, ordering, convenience, 
or other fee or charge associated with the 
food purchase; and 

‘‘(ii) that any such fee cannot be paid with 
benefits provided under this Act; 

‘‘(D) ensure the security of on-line trans-
actions by using the most effective tech-
nology available that the Secretary con-
siders appropriate and cost-effective and 
that is comparable to the security of trans-
actions at retail food stores; and 

‘‘(E) meet other criteria as established by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) STATE AGENCY ACTION.—Each State 
agency shall ensure that recipients of supple-
mental nutrition assistance can use benefits 
on-line as described in this subsection as ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(4) DEMONSTRATION PROJECT ON ACCEPT-
ANCE OF BENEFITS THROUGH ON-LINE TRANS-
ACTIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Before the Secretary au-
thorizes implementation of paragraph (1) in 
all States, the Secretary shall carry out a 
number of demonstration projects as deter-
mined by the Secretary to test the feasi-
bility of allowing retail food stores to accept 
benefits through on-line transactions. 

‘‘(B) DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS.—To be eli-
gible to participate in a demonstration 
project under subparagraph (A), a retail food 
store shall submit to the Secretary for ap-
proval a plan that includes— 

‘‘(i) a method of ensuring that benefits 
may be used to purchase only eligible items 
under this Act; 

‘‘(ii) a description of the method of edu-
cating participant households about the 
availability and operation of on-line pur-
chasing; 

‘‘(iii) adequate testing of the on-line pur-
chasing option prior to implementation; 

‘‘(iv) the provision of data as requested by 
the Secretary for purposes of analyzing the 
impact of the project on participant access, 
ease of use, and program integrity; 

‘‘(v) reports on progress, challenges, and 
results, as determined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(vi) such other criteria, including secu-
rity criteria, as established by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) DATE OF COMPLETION.—The demonstra-
tion projects under this paragraph shall be 
completed and final reports submitted to the 
Secretary by not later than July 1, 2015. 

‘‘(5) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(A) by not later than January 1, 2016, au-
thorize implementation of paragraph (1) in 
all States, unless the Secretary makes a 
finding, based on the data provided under 
paragraph (4), that implementation in all 
States is not in the best interest of the sup-
plemental nutrition assistance program; and 

‘‘(B) if the determination made in subpara-
graph (A) is not to implement in all States, 
submit a report to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate that includes the 
basis of the finding.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) Section 7(b) of the Food and Nutrition 

Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2016(b)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘purchase food in retail food stores’’ 
and inserting ‘‘purchase food from retail food 
stores’’. 

(B) Section 10 of the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2019) is amended in the 
first sentence by inserting ‘‘retail food stores 
authorized to accept and redeem benefits 
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through on-line transactions shall be author-
ized to accept benefits prior to the delivery 
of food if the delivery occurs within a rea-
sonable time of the purchase, as determined 
by the Secretary,’’ after ‘‘food so pur-
chased,’’. 

(c) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion or an amendment made by this section 
alter any requirements of the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) un-
less specifically authorized in this section or 
an amendment made by this section. 
SEC. 4009. USE OF BENEFITS FOR PURCHASE OF 

COMMUNITY-SUPPORTED AGRI-
CULTURE SHARE. 

Subsection (o)(4) of section 3 of the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2012) (as 
redesignated by section 4018(a)(4)) is amend-
ed by inserting ‘‘, or agricultural producers 
who market agricultural products directly to 
consumers’’ after ‘‘such food’’. 
SEC. 4010. RESTAURANT MEALS PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 11(e) of the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2020(e)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (22), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (23), by striking the period 
at the end of subparagraph (C) and inserting 
‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(24) if the State elects to carry out a pro-

gram to contract with private establish-
ments to offer meals at concessional prices, 
as described in paragraphs 3, 4, and 9 of sec-
tion 3(k)— 

‘‘(A) the plans of the State agency for oper-
ating the program, including— 

‘‘(i) documentation of a need that eligible 
homeless, elderly, and disabled clients are 
underserved in a particular geographic area; 

‘‘(ii) the manner by which the State agen-
cy will limit participation to only those pri-
vate establishments that the State deter-
mines necessary to meet the need identified 
in clause (i); and 

‘‘(iii) any other conditions the Secretary 
may prescribe, such as the level of security 
necessary to ensure that only eligible recipi-
ents participate in the program; and 

‘‘(B) a report by the State agency to the 
Secretary annually, the schedule of which 
shall be established by the Secretary, that 
includes— 

‘‘(i) the number of households and indi-
vidual recipients authorized to participate in 
the program, including any information on 
whether the individual recipient is elderly, 
disabled, or homeless; and 

‘‘(ii) an assessment of whether the program 
is meeting an established need, as docu-
mented under subparagraph (A)(i).’’. 

(b) APPROVAL OF RETAIL FOOD STORES AND 
WHOLESALE FOOD CONCERNS.—Section 9 of 
the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
2018) (as amended by section 4005(d)(3)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(h) PRIVATE ESTABLISHMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

no private establishment that contracts with 
a State agency to offer meals at concessional 
prices as described in paragraphs 3, 4, and 9 
of section 3(k) may be authorized to accept 
and redeem benefits unless the Secretary de-
termines that the participation of the pri-
vate establishment is required to meet a doc-
umented need in accordance with section 
11(e)(24). 

‘‘(2) EXISTING CONTRACTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If, on the day before the 

date of enactment of this subsection, a State 
has entered into a contract with a private es-
tablishment described in paragraph (1) and 
the Secretary has not determined that the 
participation of the private establishment is 
necessary to meet a documented need in ac-
cordance with section 11(e)(24), the Secretary 

shall allow the operation of the private es-
tablishment to continue without that deter-
mination of need for a period not to exceed 
180 days from the date on which the Sec-
retary establishes determination criteria, by 
regulation, under section 11(e)(24). 

‘‘(B) JUSTIFICATION.—If the Secretary 
makes a determination to terminate a con-
tract with a private establishment that is in 
effect on the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall provide jus-
tification to the State in which the private 
establishment is located for that termi-
nation. 

‘‘(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
90 days after September 30, 2013, and 90 days 
after the last day of each fiscal year there-
after, the Secretary shall report to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate on the effectiveness of a program under 
this subsection using any information re-
ceived from States under section 11(e)(24) as 
well as any other information the Secretary 
may have relating to the manner in which 
benefits are used.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
3(k) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 2012(k)) is amended by inserting ‘‘sub-
ject to section 9(h)’’ after ‘‘concessional 
prices’’ each place it appears. 
SEC. 4011. QUALITY CONTROL STANDARDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 16(c)(1)(D)(i) of 
the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
2025(c)(1)(D)(i)) is amended by striking sub-
clause (I). 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 13(a)(1) of the Food and Nutri-

tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2022(a)(1)) is amend-
ed in the first sentence by striking ‘‘section 
16(c)(1)(D)(i)(III)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
16(c)(1)(D)(i)(II)’’. 

(2) Section 16(c)(1) of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2025(c)(1)) is amend-
ed— 

(A) in subparagraph (D)(i)— 
(i) by redesignating subclauses (II) through 

(IV) as subclauses (I) through (III), respec-
tively; and 

(ii) in subclause (III) (as so redesignated), 
by striking ‘‘through (III)’’ and inserting 
‘‘and (II)’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (E)(i), by striking 
‘‘(D)(i)(III)’’ and inserting ‘‘(D)(i)(II)’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (F), by striking 
‘‘(D)(i)(II)’’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘(D)(i)(I)’’. 
SEC. 4012. PERFORMANCE BONUS PAYMENTS. 

Section 16(d) of the Food and Nutrition Act 
of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2025(d)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(5) USE OF PERFORMANCE BONUS PAY-
MENTS.—A State agency may use a perform-
ance bonus payment received under this sub-
section only to carry out the program estab-
lished under this Act, including investments 
in— 

‘‘(A) technology; 
‘‘(B) improvements in administration and 

distribution; and 
‘‘(C) actions to prevent fraud, waste, and 

abuse.’’. 
SEC. 4013. FUNDING OF EMPLOYMENT AND 

TRAINING PROGRAMS. 
Section 16(h)(1)(A) of the Food and Nutri-

tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2025(h)(1)(A)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 18(a)(1), 
$90,000,000’’ and all that follows through the 
end of the subparagraph and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 18(a)(1)— 

‘‘(i) for each of fiscal years 2014 through 
2017, $90,000,000; and 

‘‘(ii) for fiscal year 2018 and each fiscal 
year thereafter, $80,000,000.’’. 
SEC. 4014. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 18(a)(1) of the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2027(a)(1)) is amended in 

the first sentence by striking ‘‘2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 4015. ASSISTANCE FOR COMMUNITY FOOD 

PROJECTS. 

Section 25 of the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2034) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(B)— 
(i) in clause (i)— 
(I) in subclause (I), by inserting after ‘‘in-

dividuals’’ the following: ‘‘through food dis-
tribution, community outreach to assist in 
participation in Federally assisted nutrition 
programs, or improving access to food as 
part of a comprehensive service;’’; and 

(II) in subclause (III), by inserting ‘‘food 
access,’’ after ‘‘food,’’; and 

(ii) in clause (ii), by striking subclause (I) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(I) equipment necessary for the efficient 
operation of a project;’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) HUNGER-FREE COMMUNITIES GOAL.—The 
term ‘hunger-free communities goal’ means 
any of the 14 goals described in House Con-
current Resolution 302, 102nd Congress, 
agreed to October 5, 1992.’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by inserting ‘‘public food program service 
provider or a’’ before ‘‘private’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘or’’ 

after the semicolon at the end; 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘or’’ 

after the semicolon at the end; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) efforts to reduce food insecurity in the 

community, including food distribution, im-
proving access to services, or coordinating 
services and programs;’’; 

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon at the end; 

(D) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) collaborate with 1 or more local part-

ner organizations to achieve at least 1 hun-
ger-free communities goal.’’; 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘or’’ after 

the semicolon at the end; 
(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) develop new resources and strategies 

to help reduce food insecurity in the commu-
nity and prevent food insecurity in the fu-
ture by— 

‘‘(A) developing creative food resources; 
‘‘(B) coordinating food services with park 

and recreation programs and other commu-
nity-based outlets to reduce barriers to ac-
cess; or 

‘‘(C) creating nutrition education programs 
for at- risk populations to enhance food-pur-
chasing and food- preparation skills and to 
heighten awareness of the connection be-
tween diet and health.’’; 

(4) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘3 
years’’ and inserting ‘‘5 years’’; and 

(5) by striking subsections (h) and (i) and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(h) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than September 30, 2014, and each year there-
after, the Secretary shall submit to Congress 
a report that describes each grant made 
under this section, including— 

‘‘(1) a description of any activity funded; 
‘‘(2) the degree of success of each activity 

funded in achieving hunger-free community 
goals; and 

‘‘(3) the degree of success in improving the 
long-term capacity of a community to ad-
dress food and agriculture problems related 
to hunger or access to healthy food.’’. 
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SEC. 4016. EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE. 

(a) PURCHASE OF COMMODITIES.—Section 
27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 2036(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘2008 
through 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2014 through 
2018’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) AMOUNTS.—The Secretary shall use to 
carry out paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) for fiscal year 2013, $265,750,000; and 
‘‘(B) for each subsequent fiscal year, the 

dollar amount of commodities specified in 
subparagraph (A) adjusted by the percentage 
by which the thrifty food plan has been ad-
justed under section 3(u)(4) between June 30, 
2013, and June 30 of the immediately pre-
ceding fiscal year, and subsequently in-
creased by— 

‘‘(i) for fiscal year 2014, $22,000,000; 
‘‘(ii) for fiscal year 2015, $18,000,000; 
‘‘(iii) for fiscal year 2016, $10,000,000; and 
‘‘(iv) for fiscal year 2017, $4,000,000.’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) FUNDS AVAILABILITY.—For purposes of 

the funds described in this subsection, the 
Secretary shall— 

‘‘(A) make the funds available for 2 fiscal 
years; and 

‘‘(B) allow States to carry over unexpended 
balances to the next fiscal year pursuant to 
such terms and conditions as are determined 
by the Secretary.’’. 

(b) EMERGENCY FOOD PROGRAM INFRASTRUC-
TURE GRANTS.—Section 209(d) of the Emer-
gency Food Assistance Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 
7511a(d)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 4017. NUTRITION EDUCATION. 

Section 28(b) of the Food and Nutrition Act 
of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036a(b)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘and physical activity’’ after 
‘‘healthy food choices’’. 
SEC. 4018. RETAIL FOOD STORE AND RECIPIENT 

TRAFFICKING. 
The Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 

U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 29. RETAIL FOOD STORE AND RECIPIENT 

TRAFFICKING. 
‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 

is to provide the Department of Agriculture 
with additional resources to prevent traf-
ficking in violation of this Act by strength-
ening recipient and retail food store program 
integrity. 

‘‘(b) USE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Additional funds are pro-

vided under this section to supplement the 
retail food store and recipient integrity ac-
tivities of the Department. 

‘‘(2) INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES.—The Sec-
retary shall use an appropriate amount of 
the funds provided under this section to em-
ploy information technologies known as data 
mining and data warehousing and other 
available information technologies to admin-
ister the supplemental nutrition assistance 
program and enforce regulations promul-
gated under section 4(c). 

‘‘(c) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $12,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(2) MANDATORY FUNDING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Out of any funds in the 

Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall transfer to 
the Secretary to carry out this section not 
less than $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2014, to re-
main available until expended. 

‘‘(B) RECEIPT AND ACCEPTANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall be entitled to receive, shall ac-
cept, and shall use to carry out this section 
the funds transferred under subparagraph 
(A), without further appropriation. 

‘‘(C) MAINTENANCE OF FUNDING.—The fund-
ing provided under subparagraph (A) shall 
supplement (and not supplant) other Federal 
funding for programs carried out under this 
Act.’’. 
SEC. 4019. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING 

AMENDMENTS. 
(a) Section 3 of the Food and Nutrition Act 

of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2012) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘coupon,’’ 

and inserting ‘‘coupon’’; 
(2) in subsection (k)(7), by striking ‘‘or 

are’’ and inserting ‘‘and’’; 
(3) by striking subsection (l); 
(4) by redesignating subsections (m) 

through (t) as subsections (l) through (s), re-
spectively; and 

(5) by inserting after subsection (s) (as so 
redesignated) the following: 

‘‘(t) ‘Supplemental nutrition assistance 
program’ means the program operated pursu-
ant to this Act.’’. 

(b) Section 4(a) of the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2013(a)) is amended in 
the last sentence by striking ‘‘benefits’’ and 
inserting ‘‘Benefits’’. 

(c) Section 5 of the Food and Nutrition Act 
of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2014) is amended— 

(1) in the last sentence of subsection 
(i)(2)(D), by striking ‘‘section 13(b)(2)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 13(b)’’; and 

(2) in subsection (k)(4)(A), by striking 
‘‘paragraph (2)(H)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph 
(2)(G)’’. 

(d) Section 6(d)(4) of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2015(d)(4)) is amend-
ed in subparagraphs (B)(vii) and (F)(iii) by 
indenting both clauses appropriately. 

(e) Section 7(h) of the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2016(h)) is amended by 
redesignating the second paragraph (12) (re-
lating to interchange fees) as paragraph (13). 

(f) Section 9(a) of the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2018(a)) is amended by 
indenting paragraph (3) appropriately. 

(g) Section 12 of the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2021) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(3)(C), by striking 
‘‘civil money penalties’’ and inserting ‘‘civil 
penalties’’; and 

(2) in subsection (g)(1), by striking ‘‘(7 
U.S.C. 1786)’’ and inserting ‘‘(42 U.S.C. 1786)’’. 

(h) Section 15(b)(1) of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2024(b)(1)) is amend-
ed in the first sentence by striking ‘‘an ben-
efit’’ and inserting ‘‘a benefit’’. 

(i) Section 16(a) of the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2025(a)) is amended in 
the proviso following paragraph (8) by strik-
ing ‘‘as amended.’’. 

(j) Section 18(e) of the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2027(e)) is amended in 
the first sentence by striking ‘‘sections 7(f)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 7(f)’’. 

(k) Section 22(b)(10)(B)(i) of the Food and 
Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
2031(b)(10)(B)(i)) is amended in the last sen-
tence by striking ‘‘Food benefits’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Benefits’’. 

(l) Section 26(f)(3)(C) of the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2035(f)(3)(C)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘subsection’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subsections’’. 

(m) Section 27(a)(1) of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036(a)(1)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘(Public Law 98–8; 7 U.S.C. 
612c note)’’ and inserting ‘‘(7 U.S.C. 7515)’’. 

(n) Section 509 of the Older Americans Act 
of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3056g) is amended in the 
section heading by striking ‘‘FOOD STAMP 
PROGRAMS’’ and inserting ‘‘SUPPLE-
MENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAMS’’. 

(o) Section 4115(c)(2)(H) of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Public 
Law 110–246; 122 Stat. 1871) is amended by 
striking ‘‘531’’ and inserting ‘‘454’’. 

SEC. 4020. ELIGIBILITY DISQUALIFICATIONS FOR 
CERTAIN CONVICTED FELONS. 

Section 6 of the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2015) (as amended by section 
4004) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(s) DISQUALIFICATION FOR CERTAIN CON-
VICTED FELONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An individual shall not 
be eligible for benefits under this Act if the 
individual is convicted of— 

‘‘(A) aggravated sexual abuse under section 
2241 of title 18, United States Code; 

‘‘(B) murder under section 1111 of title 18, 
United States Code; 

‘‘(C) an offense under chapter 110 of title 
18, United States Code; 

‘‘(D) a Federal or State offense involving 
sexual assault, as defined in 40002(a) of the 
Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (42 
U.S.C. 13925(a)); or 

‘‘(E) an offense under State law determined 
by the Attorney General to be substantially 
similar to an offense described in subpara-
graph (A), (B), or (C). 

‘‘(2) EFFECTS ON ASSISTANCE AND BENEFITS 
FOR OTHERS.—The amount of benefits other-
wise required to be provided to an eligible 
household under this Act shall be determined 
by considering the individual to whom para-
graph (1) applies not to be a member of such 
household, except that the income and re-
sources of the individual shall be considered 
to be income and resources of the household. 

‘‘(3) ENFORCEMENT.—Each State shall re-
quire each individual applying for benefits 
under this Act, during the application proc-
ess, to state, in writing, whether the indi-
vidual, or any member of the household of 
the individual, has been convicted of a crime 
described in paragraph (1).’’. 

Subtitle B—Commodity Distribution 
Programs 

SEC. 4101. COMMODITY DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM. 
Section 4(a) of the Agriculture and Con-

sumer Protection Act of 1973 (7 U.S.C. 612c 
note; Public Law 93–86) is amended in the 
first sentence by striking ‘‘2012’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 4102. COMMODITY SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD 

PROGRAM. 
Section 5 of the Agriculture and Consumer 

Protection Act of 1973 (7 U.S.C. 612c note; 
Public Law 93–86) is amended— 

(1) in paragraphs (1) and (2)(B) of sub-
section (a), by striking ‘‘2012’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 

(2) in the first sentence of subsection (d)(2), 
by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 

(3) by striking subsection (g) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(g) ELIGIBILITY.—Except as provided in 
subsection (m), the States shall only provide 
assistance under the commodity supple-
mental food program to low-income persons 
aged 60 and older.’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(m) PHASE-OUT.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, an individual who re-
ceives assistance under the commodity sup-
plemental food program on the day before 
the date of enactment of this subsection 
shall continue to receive that assistance 
until the date on which the individual is no 
longer eligible for assistance under the eligi-
bility requirements for the program in effect 
on the day before the date of enactment of 
this subsection.’’. 
SEC. 4103. DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS COMMOD-

ITIES TO SPECIAL NUTRITION 
PROJECTS. 

Section 1114(a)(2)(A) of the Agriculture and 
Food Act of 1981 (7 U.S.C. 1431e(2)(A)) is 
amended in the first sentence by striking 
‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 4104. PROCESSING OF COMMODITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 17 of the Com-
modity Distribution Reform Act and WIC 
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Amendments of 1987 (7 U.S.C. 612c note; Pub-
lic Law 100–237) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by inserting 
‘‘AND PROCESSING’’ after ‘‘DONATIONS’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) PROCESSING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For any program in-

cluded under subsection (b), the Secretary 
may, notwithstanding any other provision of 
Federal or State law relating to the procure-
ment of goods and services— 

‘‘(A) retain title to commodities delivered 
to a processor, on behalf of a State (includ-
ing a State distributing agency and a recipi-
ent agency), until such time as end products 
containing the commodities, or similar com-
modities as approved by the Secretary, are 
delivered to a State distributing agency or 
to a recipient agency; and 

‘‘(B) promulgate regulations to ensure ac-
countability for commodities provided to a 
processor for processing into end products, 
and to facilitate processing of commodities 
into end products for use by recipient agen-
cies. 

‘‘(2) REGULATIONS.—The regulations de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(B) may provide 
that— 

‘‘(A) a processor that receives commodities 
for processing into end products, or provides 
a service with respect to the commodities or 
end products, in accordance with the agree-
ment of the processor with a State distrib-
uting agency or a recipient agency, provide 
to the Secretary a bond or other means of fi-
nancial assurance to protect the value of the 
commodities; and 

‘‘(B) in the event a processor fails to de-
liver to a State distributing agency or a re-
cipient agency an end product in conform-
ance with the processing agreement entered 
into under this Act, the Secretary— 

‘‘(i) take action with respect to the bond or 
other means of financial assurance pursuant 
to regulations promulgated under this sub-
section; and 

‘‘(ii) distribute any proceeds obtained by 
the Secretary to 1 or more State distributing 
agencies and recipient agencies, as deter-
mined appropriate by the Secretary.’’. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—Section 18 of the Com-
modity Distribution Reform Act and WIC 
Amendments of 1987 (7 U.S.C. 612c note; Pub-
lic Law 100–237) is amended by striking para-
graphs (1) and (2) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) COMMODITIES.—The term ‘commod-
ities’ means agricultural commodities and 
their products that are donated by the Sec-
retary for use by recipient agencies. 

‘‘(2) END PRODUCT.—The term ‘end product’ 
means a food product that contains proc-
essed commodities.’’. 

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 3 of the Commodity Dis-
tribution Reform Act and WIC Amendments 
of 1987 (7 U.S.C. 612c note; Public Law 100– 
237) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by striking subpara-

graph (B) and inserting the following: 
‘‘(B) the program established under section 

4(b) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 2013(b));’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3)(D), by striking ‘‘the 
Committee on Education and Labor’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(1)(A)(ii), by striking 
‘‘section 32 of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act (7 U.S.C. 601 et seq.)’’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 32 of the Act of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 
612c)’’; 

(3) in subsection (e)(1)(D)(iii), by striking 
subclause (II) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(II) the program established under section 
4(b) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 2013(b));’’; and 

(4) in subsection (k), by striking ‘‘the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce’’. 

Subtitle C—Miscellaneous 
SEC. 4201. PURCHASE OF FRESH FRUITS AND 

VEGETABLES FOR DISTRIBUTION TO 
SCHOOLS AND SERVICE INSTITU-
TIONS. 

Section 10603(b) of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 612c– 
4(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 4202. SENIORS FARMERS’ MARKET NUTRI-

TION PROGRAM. 
Section 4402(a) of the Farm Security and 

Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
3007(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 4203. NUTRITION INFORMATION AND 

AWARENESS PILOT PROGRAM. 
Section 4403 of the Farm Security and 

Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 3171 
note; Public Law 107–171) is repealed. 
SEC. 4204. HUNGER-FREE COMMUNITIES. 

Section 4405 of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 7517) is amended 
to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 4405. HUNGER-FREE COMMUNITIES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible 

entity’ means— 
‘‘(A) a nonprofit organization (including an 

emergency feeding organization); 
‘‘(B) an agricultural cooperative; 
‘‘(C) a producer network or association; 
‘‘(D) a community health organization; 
‘‘(E) a public benefit corporation; 
‘‘(F) an economic development corpora-

tion; 
‘‘(G) a farmers’ market; 
‘‘(H) a community-supported agriculture 

program; 
‘‘(I) a buying club; 
‘‘(J) a retail food store participating in the 

supplemental nutrition assistance program; 
‘‘(K) a State, local, or tribal agency; and 
‘‘(L) any other entity the Secretary des-

ignates. 
‘‘(2) EMERGENCY FEEDING ORGANIZATION.— 

The term ‘emergency feeding organization’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
201A of the Emergency Food Assistance Act 
of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 7501). 

‘‘(3) SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM.—The term ‘supplemental nutrition 
assistance program’ means the supplemental 
nutrition assistance program established 
under the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 2011 et seq.). 

‘‘(b) HUNGER-FREE COMMUNITIES INCENTIVE 
GRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In each of the years 

specified in subsection (c), the Secretary 
shall make grants to eligible entities in ac-
cordance with paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the cost of carrying out an activity under 
this subsection shall not exceed 50 percent of 
the total cost of the activity. 

‘‘(C) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The non-Federal share of 

the cost of an activity under this subsection 
may be provided— 

‘‘(I) in cash or in-kind contributions as de-
termined by the Secretary, including facili-
ties, equipment, or services; and 

‘‘(II) by a State or local government or a 
private source. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—In the case of a for-prof-
it entity, the non-Federal share described in 
clause (i) shall not include services of an em-
ployee, including salaries paid or expenses 
covered by the employer. 

‘‘(2) CRITERIA.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-
section, an eligible entity is a governmental 
agency or nonprofit organization that— 

‘‘(i) meets the application criteria set forth 
by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) proposes a project that, at a min-
imum— 

‘‘(I) has the support of the State agency; 
‘‘(II) would increase the purchase of fruits 

and vegetables by low-income consumers 
participating in the supplemental nutrition 
assistance program by providing incentives 
at the point of purchase; 

‘‘(III) agrees to participate in the evalua-
tion described in paragraph (4); 

‘‘(IV) ensures that the same terms and con-
ditions apply to purchases made by individ-
uals with benefits issued under this Act and 
incentives provided for in this subsection as 
apply to purchases made by individuals who 
are not members of households receiving 
benefits, such as provided for in section 
278.2(b) of title 7, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or a successor regulation); and 

‘‘(V) includes effective and efficient tech-
nologies for benefit redemption systems that 
may be replicated in other for States and 
communities. 

‘‘(B) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under 
this section, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to projects that— 

‘‘(i) maximize the share of funds used for 
direct incentives to participants; 

‘‘(ii) use direct-to-consumer sales mar-
keting; 

‘‘(iii) demonstrate a track record of design-
ing and implementing successful nutrition 
incentive programs that connect low-income 
consumers and agricultural producers; 

‘‘(iv) provide locally or regionally produced 
fruits and vegetables; 

‘‘(v) are located in underserved commu-
nities; or 

‘‘(vi) address other criteria as established 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) APPLICABILITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The value of any benefit 

provided to a participant in any activity 
funded under this subsection shall not be 
considered income or resources for any pur-
pose under any Federal, State, or local law. 

‘‘(B) PROHIBITION ON COLLECTION OF SALES 
TAXES.—Each State shall ensure that no 
State or local tax is collected on a purchase 
of food under this subsection. 

‘‘(C) NO LIMITATION ON BENEFITS.—A grant 
made available under this subsection shall 
not be used to carry out any project that 
limits the use of benefits under the Food and 
Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) or 
any other Federal nutrition law. 

‘‘(D) HOUSEHOLD ALLOTMENT.—Assistance 
provided under this subsection to households 
receiving benefits under the supplemental 
nutrition assistance program shall not— 

‘‘(i) be considered part of the supplemental 
nutrition assistance program benefits of the 
household; or 

‘‘(ii) be used in the collection or disposi-
tion of claims under section 13 of the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2022). 

‘‘(4) EVALUATION.— 
‘‘(A) INDEPENDENT EVALUATION.—The Sec-

retary shall provide for an independent eval-
uation of projects selected under this sub-
section that measures the impact of each 
project on— 

‘‘(i) improving the nutrition and health 
status of participating households receiving 
incentives under this subsection; and 

‘‘(ii) increasing fruit and vegetable pur-
chases in participating households. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENT.—The independent eval-
uation under subparagraph (A) shall use rig-
orous methodologies capable of producing 
scientifically valid information regarding 
the effectiveness of a project. 
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‘‘(C) COSTS.—The Secretary may use funds 

not to exceed 10 percent of the funding pro-
vided to carry out this section to pay costs 
associated with administering, monitoring, 
and evaluating each project. 

‘‘(c) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out subsection (b) $5,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(2) MANDATORY FUNDING.—Of the funds of 
the Commodity Credit Corporation, the Sec-
retary shall use to carry out subsection (b)— 

‘‘(A) $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2014; 
‘‘(B) $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2015 

through 2017; and 
‘‘(C) $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2018.’’. 

SEC. 4205. HEALTHY FOOD FINANCING INITIA-
TIVE. 

Subtitle D of title II of the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 
U.S.C. 6951 et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 242. HEALTHY FOOD FINANCING INITIA-

TIVE. 
‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 

is to enhance the authorities of the Sec-
retary to support efforts to provide access to 
healthy food by establishing an initiative to 
improve access to healthy foods in under-
served areas, to create and preserve quality 
jobs, and to revitalize low-income commu-
nities by providing loans and grants to eligi-
ble fresh, healthy food retailers to overcome 
the higher costs and initial barriers to entry 
in underserved areas. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCIAL 

INSTITUTION.—The term ‘community develop-
ment financial institution’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 103 of the Commu-
nity Development Banking and Financial In-
stitutions Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4702). 

‘‘(2) INITIATIVE.—The term ‘Initiative’ 
means the Healthy Food Financing Initia-
tive established under subsection (c)(1). 

‘‘(3) NATIONAL FUND MANAGER.—The term 
‘national fund manager’ means a community 
development financial institution that is— 

‘‘(A) in existence on the date of enactment 
of this section; and 

‘‘(B) certified by the Community Develop-
ment Financial Institution Fund of the De-
partment of the Treasury to manage the Ini-
tiative for purposes of— 

‘‘(i) raising private capital; 
‘‘(ii) providing financial and technical as-

sistance to partnerships; and 
‘‘(iii) funding eligible projects to attract 

fresh, healthy food retailers to underserved 
areas, in accordance with this section. 

‘‘(4) PARTNERSHIP.—The term ‘partnership’ 
means a regional, State, or local public-pri-
vate partnership that— 

‘‘(A) is organized to improve access to 
fresh, healthy foods; 

‘‘(B) provides financial and technical as-
sistance to eligible projects; and 

‘‘(C) meets such other criteria as the Sec-
retary may establish. 

‘‘(5) PERISHABLE FOOD.—The term ‘perish-
able food’ means a staple food that is fresh, 
refrigerated, or frozen. 

‘‘(6) QUALITY JOB.—The term ‘quality job’ 
means a job that provides wages and other 
benefits comparable to, or better than, simi-
lar positions in existing businesses of similar 
size in similar local economies. 

‘‘(7) STAPLE FOOD.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘staple food’ 

means food that is a basic dietary item. 
‘‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘staple food’ 

includes— 
‘‘(i) bread; 
‘‘(ii) flour; 
‘‘(iii) fruits; 
‘‘(iv) vegetables; and 

‘‘(v) meat. 
‘‘(c) INITIATIVE.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish an initiative to achieve the purpose 
described in subsection (a) in accordance 
with this subsection. 

‘‘(2) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the Ini-

tiative, the Secretary shall provide funding 
to entities with eligible projects, as de-
scribed in subparagraph (B), subject to the 
priorities described in subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(ii) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds provided to an 
entity pursuant to clause (i) shall be used— 

‘‘(I) to create revolving loan pools of cap-
ital or other products to provide loans to fi-
nance eligible projects or partnerships; 

‘‘(II) to provide grants for eligible projects 
or partnerships; 

‘‘(III) to provide technical assistance to 
funded projects and entities seeking Initia-
tive funding; and 

‘‘(IV) to cover administrative expenses of 
the national fund manager in an amount not 
to exceed 10 percent of the Federal funds pro-
vided. 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—Subject to the 
approval of the Secretary, the national fund 
manager shall establish eligibility criteria 
for projects under the Initiative, which shall 
include the existence or planned execution of 
agreements— 

‘‘(i) to expand or preserve the availability 
of staple foods in underserved areas with 
moderate- and low-income populations by 
maintaining or increasing the number of re-
tail outlets that offer an assortment of per-
ishable food and staple food items, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, in those areas; and 

‘‘(ii) to accept benefits under the supple-
mental nutrition assistance program estab-
lished under the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.). 

‘‘(C) PRIORITIES.—In carrying out the Ini-
tiative, priority shall be given to projects 
that— 

‘‘(i) are located in severely distressed low- 
income communities, as defined by the Com-
munity Development Financial Institutions 
Fund of the Department of the Treasury; and 

‘‘(ii) include 1 or more of the following 
characteristics: 

‘‘(I) The project will create or retain qual-
ity jobs for low-income residents in the com-
munity. 

‘‘(II) The project supports regional food 
systems and locally grown foods, to the max-
imum extent practicable. 

‘‘(III) In areas served by public transit, the 
project is accessible by public transit. 

‘‘(IV) The project involves women- or mi-
nority-owned businesses. 

‘‘(V) The project receives funding from 
other sources, including other Federal agen-
cies. 

‘‘(VI) The project otherwise advances the 
purpose of this section, as determined by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out this section 
$125,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.’’. 
SEC. 4206. PULSE CROP PRODUCTS. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to encourage greater awareness and inter-
est in the number and variety of pulse crop 
products available to schoolchildren, as rec-
ommended by the most recent Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans published under 
section 301 of the National Nutrition Moni-
toring and Related Research Act of 1990 (7 
U.S.C. 5341). 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ELIGIBLE PULSE CROP.—The term ‘‘eligi-

ble pulse crop’’ means dry beans, dry peas, 
lentils, and chickpeas. 

(2) PULSE CROP PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘pulse 
crop product’’ means a food product derived 
in whole or in part from an eligible pulse 
crop. 

(c) PURCHASE OF PULSE CROPS AND PULSE 
CROP PRODUCTS.—In addition to the com-
modities delivered under section 6 of the 
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1755), the Secretary shall pur-
chase eligible pulse crops and pulse crop 
products for use in— 

(1) the school lunch program established 
under the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.); and 

(2) the school breakfast program estab-
lished by section 4 of the Child Nutrition Act 
of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1773). 

(d) EVALUATION.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2016, the Secretary shall conduct 
an evaluation of the activities conducted 
under subsection (c), including— 

(1) an evaluation of whether children par-
ticipating in the school lunch and breakfast 
programs described in subsection (c) in-
creased overall consumption of eligible pulse 
crops as a result of the activities; 

(2) an evaluation of which eligible pulse 
crops and pulse crop products are most ac-
ceptable for use in the school lunch and 
breakfast programs; 

(3) any recommendations of the Secretary 
regarding the integration of the use of pulse 
crop products in carrying out the school 
lunch and breakfast programs; 

(4) an evaluation of any change in the nu-
trient composition in the school lunch and 
breakfast programs due to the activities; and 

(5) an evaluation of any other outcomes de-
termined to be appropriate by the Secretary. 

(e) REPORT.—As soon as practicable after 
the completion of the evaluation under sub-
section (d), the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry of the Senate and the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce of the 
House of Representative a report describing 
the results of the evaluation. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $10,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 
SEC. 4207. DIETARY GUIDELINES FOR AMERI-

CANS. 
Section 301(a) of the National Nutrition 

Monitoring and Related Research Act of 1990 
(7 U.S.C. 5341(a)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(3) PREGNANT WOMEN AND YOUNG CHIL-
DREN.—Not later than the 2020 report and in 
each report thereafter, the Secretaries shall 
include national nutritional and dietary in-
formation and guidelines for pregnant 
women and children from birth until the age 
of 2.’’. 
SEC. 4208. PURCHASES OF LOCALLY PRODUCED 

FOODS. 
Section 9(j) of the Richard B. Russell Na-

tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(j)) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through 
(3) as subparagraphs (A) through (C), respec-
tively, and indenting the subparagraphs ap-
propriately; 

(2) by striking ‘‘The Secretary’’ and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; 
(3) in paragraph (1) (as so redesignated)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1) of the policy 

described in that paragraph and paragraph 
(3)’’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (A) of the 
policy described in that subparagraph and 
subparagraph (C)’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
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‘‘(D) not later than 1 year after the date of 

enactment of this subparagraph, in accord-
ance with paragraphs (2) and (3), conduct not 
fewer than 5 demonstration projects through 
school food authorities receiving funds under 
this Act and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 
(42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.) to facilitate the pur-
chase of unprocessed and minimally proc-
essed locally grown and locally raised agri-
cultural products.’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) SELECTION.—In conducting demonstra-

tion projects under paragraph (1)(D), the Sec-
retary shall ensure that at least 1 project is 
located in a State in each of— 

‘‘(A) the Pacific Northwest Region; 
‘‘(B) the Northeast Region; 
‘‘(C) the Western Region; 
‘‘(D) the Midwest Region; and 
‘‘(E) the Southern Region. 
‘‘(3) PRIORITY.—In selecting States for par-

ticipation in the demonstration projects 
under paragraph (2), the Secretary shall 
prioritize applications based on— 

‘‘(A) the quantity and variety of growers of 
local fruits and vegetables in the State; 

‘‘(B) the demonstrated commitment of the 
State to farm-to-school efforts, as evidenced 
by prior efforts to increase and promote 
farm-to- school programs in the State; and 

‘‘(C) whether the State contains a suffi-
cient quantity of school districts of varying 
population sizes and geographical loca-
tions.’’. 
SEC. 4209. MULTIAGENCY TASK FORCE. 

Subtitle D of title II of the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 
U.S.C. 6951 et seq.) (as amended by section 
4205) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 243. MULTIAGENCY TASK FORCE. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish, in the office of the Under Secretary 
for Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services, 
a multiagency task force for the purpose of 
providing coordination and direction for 
commodity programs. 

‘‘(b) COMPOSITION.—The Task Force shall 
be composed of at least 4 members, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(1) a representative from the Food Dis-
tribution Division of the Food and Nutrition 
Service, who shall— 

‘‘(A) be appointed by the Under Secretary 
for Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services; 
and 

‘‘(B) serve as Chairperson of the Task 
Force; 

‘‘(2) at least 1 representative from the Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, who shall be 
appointed by the Under Secretary for Mar-
keting and Regulatory Programs; 

‘‘(3) at least 1 representative from the 
Farm Services Agency, who shall be ap-
pointed by the Under Secretary for Farm and 
Foreign Agricultural Services; and 

‘‘(4) at least 1 representative from the Food 
Safety and Inspection Service, who shall be 
appointed by the Under Secretary for Food 
Safety. 

‘‘(c) DUTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Task Force shall be 

responsible for evaluation and monitoring of 
the commodity programs to ensure that the 
commodity programs meet the mission of 
the Department— 

‘‘(A) to support the United States farm sec-
tor; and 

‘‘(B) to contribute to the health and well- 
being of individuals in the United States 
through the distribution of domestic agricul-
tural products through commodity pro-
grams. 

‘‘(2) SPECIFIC DUTIES.—In carrying out 
paragraph (1), the Task Force shall— 

‘‘(A) review and make recommendations 
regarding the specifications used for the pro-
curement of food commodities; 

‘‘(B) review and make recommendations 
regarding the efficient and effective distribu-
tion of food commodities; and 

‘‘(C) review and make recommendations re-
garding the degree to which the quantity, 
quality, and specifications of procured food 
commodities align the needs of producers 
and the preferences of recipient agencies. 

‘‘(d) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this section, and 
annually thereafter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to Congress a report that describes, for 
the period covered by the report— 

‘‘(1) the findings and recommendations of 
the Task Force; and 

‘‘(2) policies implemented for the improve-
ment of commodity procurement pro-
grams.’’. 
SEC. 4210. FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SERVICE 

LEARNING PROGRAM. 
Subtitle D of title II of the Department of 

Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 
U.S.C. 6951 et seq.) (as amended by section 
4209) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 244. FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SERVICE 

LEARNING PROGRAM. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) APPROVED NATIONAL SERVICE POSI-

TION.—The term ‘approved national service 
position’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 101 of the National and Community 
Service Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12511)). 

‘‘(2) ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.—The term ‘ele-
mentary school’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 9101 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
7801). 

‘‘(3) PROGRAM.—The term ‘Program’ means 
the Food and Agriculture Service Learning 
Program established under subsection (b). 

‘‘(4) SECONDARY SCHOOL.—The term ‘sec-
ondary school’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 9101 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
7801). 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
establish a Food and Agriculture Service 
Learning Program to increase knowledge of 
agriculture and improve the nutritional 
health of children. 

‘‘(c) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Pro-
gram are— 

‘‘(1) to increase capacity for food, garden, 
and nutrition education within host organi-
zations or entities and school cafeterias and 
in the classroom; 

‘‘(2) to complement and build on the efforts 
of the farm to school programs implemented 
under section 18(g) of the Richard B. Russell 
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 
1769(g)); 

‘‘(3) to complement efforts by the Depart-
ment and school food authorities to imple-
ment school meal programs under section 
4(b)(3) of the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1753(b)(3)); 

‘‘(4) to carry out activities that advance 
the nutritional health of children and nutri-
tion education in elementary schools and 
secondary schools; 

‘‘(5) to build on activities carried out by 
the Food and Nutrition Service and the Cor-
poration for National and Community Serv-
ice by providing funds to establish new ap-
proved national service positions for a na-
tional service program; and 

‘‘(6) to further expand the impact of the ef-
forts described in paragraphs (1) through (5) 
through coordination with the National In-
stitute of Food and Agriculture. 

‘‘(d) ELIGIBILITY.—In carrying out the Pro-
gram, the Secretary may make awards to an 
organization or other entity that, as deter-
mined by the Secretary— 

‘‘(1) has a proven track record in carrying 
out the activities described in subsection (c); 

‘‘(2) is designated as a national service or-
ganization by the Corporation for National 
and Community Service under subtitle C of 
title I of the National and Community Serv-
ice Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12571 et seq.); 

‘‘(3) works in underserved rural and urban 
communities; 

‘‘(4) teaches and engages children in expe-
riential learning about agriculture, gar-
dening, nutrition, cooking, and where food 
comes from; and 

‘‘(5) facilitates a connection between ele-
mentary schools and secondary schools and 
agricultural producers in the local and re-
gional area. 

‘‘(e) ACCOUNTABILITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may re-

quire an organization or other entity receiv-
ing an award under subsection (d), or an-
other qualified entity, to collect and report 
any data on the activities carried out under 
the Program, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(2) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(A) conduct regular evaluation of the ac-

tivities carried out under the Program; and 
‘‘(B) submit to the Committee on Agri-

culture of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate a report that in-
cludes a description of the results of an eval-
uation conducted under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(f) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $25,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

‘‘(2) USE OF CERTAIN FUNDS.—Of the funds 
made available to carry out this section for 
a fiscal year, 20 percent shall be made avail-
able to the National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture to offset costs associated with 
hosting, training, and overseeing individuals 
in approved national service positions under 
the Program. 

‘‘(3) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—Funds made 
available under paragraph (1) shall be used 
only to supplement, not to supplant, the 
amount of Federal funding otherwise ex-
pended for nutrition, research, and extension 
programs of the Department.’’. 

TITLE V—CREDIT 
Subtitle A—Farmer Loans, Servicing, and 

Other Assistance Under the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act 

SEC. 5001. FARMER LOANS, SERVICING, AND 
OTHER ASSISTANCE UNDER THE 
CONSOLIDATED FARM AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT ACT. 

The Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (as amended by section 6001) is 
amended by inserting after section 3002 the 
following: 

‘‘Subtitle A—Farmer Loans, Servicing, and 
Other Assistance 

‘‘CHAPTER 1—FARM OWNERSHIP LOANS 
‘‘SEC. 3101. FARM OWNERSHIP LOANS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 
make or guarantee a farm ownership loan 
under this chapter to an eligible farmer for a 
farm in the United States. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBILITY.—A farmer shall be eligi-
ble under subsection (a) only— 

‘‘(1) if the farmer, or, in the case of an enti-
ty, 1 or more individuals holding a majority 
interest in the entity— 

‘‘(A) is a citizen of the United States; and 
‘‘(B) in the case of a direct loan, has train-

ing or farming experience that the Secretary 
determines is sufficient to ensure a reason-
able prospect of success in the farming oper-
ation proposed by the farmer; 

‘‘(2)(A) in the case of a farmer that is an 
individual, if the farmer is or proposes to be-
come an owner and operator of a farm that 
is not larger than a family farm; or 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00208 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4277 June 11, 2013 
‘‘(B) in the case of a lessee-operator of a 

farm located in the State of Hawaii, if the 
Secretary determines that— 

‘‘(i) the farm is not larger than a family 
farm; 

‘‘(ii) the farm cannot be acquired in fee 
simple by the lessee-operator; 

‘‘(iii) adequate security is provided for the 
loan with respect to the farm for which the 
lessee-operator applies under this chapter; 
and 

‘‘(iv) there is a reasonable probability of 
accomplishing the objectives and repayment 
of the loan; 

‘‘(3) in the case of a farmer that is a coop-
erative, corporation, partnership, trust, lim-
ited liability company, joint operation, or 
such other legal entity as the Secretary de-
termines to be appropriate, with respect to 
the entity and each farm in which the entity 
has an ownership or operator interest— 

‘‘(A) if— 
‘‘(i) a majority interest is held by individ-

uals who are related by blood or marriage, as 
defined by the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) at least 1 of the individuals is or will 
be the operator of the farm; and 

‘‘(iii) the farm is not larger than a family 
farm; 

‘‘(B) if— 
‘‘(i) all of the individuals who are or pro-

pose to become owners or operators of a farm 
are related by blood or marriage; 

‘‘(ii) all of the individuals are or propose to 
become operators of the farm; and 

‘‘(iii) each of the interests of the individ-
uals separately constitutes not larger than a 
family farm even if the ownership interests 
of the individuals collectively constitute 
larger than a family farm; or 

‘‘(C) if— 
‘‘(i) the entire interest is not held by indi-

viduals who are related by blood or mar-
riage, as defined by the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) all of the individuals are or propose to 
become farm operators; and 

‘‘(iii) the farm is not larger than a family 
farm; 

‘‘(4) in the case of an entity that is, or will 
become within a reasonable period of time, 
as determined by the Secretary, only the op-
erator of a family farm, if the 1 or more indi-
viduals who are the owners of the family 
farm own— 

‘‘(A) a percentage of the family farm that 
exceeds 50 percent; or 

‘‘(B) such other percentage as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate; 

‘‘(5) in the case of an operator described in 
paragraph (3) that is owned, in whole or in 
part, by 1 or more other entities, if each of 
the individuals that have a direct or indirect 
ownership interest in such other entities 
also have a direct ownership interest in the 
entity; and 

‘‘(6) if the farmer (or in the case of a farm-
er that is an entity, the 1 or more individ-
uals that hold a majority interest in the en-
tity) is unable to obtain credit elsewhere. 

‘‘(c) DIRECT LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Secretary may make a direct loan under 
this chapter only to a farmer who has par-
ticipated in business operations of a farm for 
not less than 3 years (or has other acceptable 
experience for a period of time determined 
by the Secretary) and— 

‘‘(A) is a qualified beginning farmer; 
‘‘(B) has not received a previous direct 

farm ownership loan made under this chap-
ter; or 

‘‘(C) has not received a direct farm owner-
ship loan under this chapter more than 10 
years before the date on which the new loan 
would be made. 

‘‘(2) YOUTH LOANS.—The operation of an en-
terprise by a youth under section 3201(d) 

shall not be considered the operation of a 
farm for purposes of paragraph (1). 
‘‘SEC. 3102. PURPOSES OF LOANS. 

‘‘(a) ALLOWED PURPOSES.— 
‘‘(1) DIRECT LOANS.—A farmer may use a di-

rect loan made under this chapter only— 
‘‘(A) to acquire or enlarge a farm; 
‘‘(B) to make capital improvements to a 

farm; 
‘‘(C) to pay loan closing costs related to ac-

quiring, enlarging, or improving a farm; 
‘‘(D) to pay for activities to promote soil 

and water conservation and protection de-
scribed in section 3103 on a farm; or 

‘‘(E) to refinance a temporary bridge loan 
made by a commercial or cooperative lender 
to a farmer for the acquisition of land for a 
farm, if— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary approved an application 
for a direct farm ownership loan to the farm-
er for acquisition of the land; and 

‘‘(ii) funds for direct farm ownership loans 
under section 3201(a) were not available at 
the time at which the application was ap-
proved. 

‘‘(2) GUARANTEED LOANS.—A farmer may 
use a loan guaranteed under this chapter 
only— 

‘‘(A) to acquire or enlarge a farm; 
‘‘(B) to make capital improvements to a 

farm; 
‘‘(C) to pay loan closing costs related to ac-

quiring, enlarging, or improving a farm; 
‘‘(D) to pay for activities to promote soil 

and water conservation and protection de-
scribed in section 3103 on a farm; or 

‘‘(E) to refinance indebtedness. 
‘‘(b) PREFERENCES.—In making or guaran-

teeing a loan under this chapter for purchase 
of a farm, the Secretary shall give preference 
to a person who— 

‘‘(1) has a dependent family; 
‘‘(2) to the extent practicable, is able to 

make an initial down payment on the farm; 
or 

‘‘(3) is an owner of livestock or farm equip-
ment that is necessary to successfully carry 
out farming operations. 

‘‘(c) HAZARD INSURANCE REQUIREMENT.— 
The Secretary may not make a loan to a 
farmer under this chapter unless the farmer 
has, or agrees to obtain, hazard insurance on 
any real property to be acquired or improved 
with the loan. 
‘‘SEC. 3103. CONSERVATION LOAN AND LOAN 

GUARANTEE PROGRAM. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

make or guarantee qualified conservation 
loans to eligible borrowers under this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) CONSERVATION PLAN.—The term ‘con-

servation plan’ means a plan, approved by 
the Secretary, that, for a farming operation, 
identifies the conservation activities that 
will be addressed with loan funds provided 
under this section, including— 

‘‘(A) the installation of conservation struc-
tures to address soil, water, and related re-
sources; 

‘‘(B) the establishment of forest cover for 
sustained yield timber management, erosion 
control, or shelter belt purposes; 

‘‘(C) the installation of water conservation 
measures; 

‘‘(D) the installation of waste management 
systems; 

‘‘(E) the establishment or improvement of 
permanent pasture; 

‘‘(F) compliance with section 1212 of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3812); 
and 

‘‘(G) other purposes consistent with the 
plan, including the adoption of any other 
emerging or existing conservation practices, 
techniques, or technologies approved by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED CONSERVATION LOAN.—The 
term ‘qualified conservation loan’ means a 
loan, the proceeds of which are used to cover 
the costs to the borrower of carrying out a 
qualified conservation project. 

‘‘(3) QUALIFIED CONSERVATION PROJECT.— 
The term ‘qualified conservation project’ 
means conservation measures that address 
provisions of a conservation plan of the eligi-
ble borrower. 

‘‘(c) ELIGIBILITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 

or guarantee loans to farmers. 
‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—To be eligible for a 

loan under this section, applicants shall 
meet the citizenship and training and experi-
ence requirements of section 3101(b). 

‘‘(d) PRIORITY.—In making or guaranteeing 
loans under this section, the Secretary shall 
give priority to— 

‘‘(1) qualified beginning farmers and so-
cially disadvantaged farmers; 

‘‘(2) owners or tenants who use the loans to 
convert to sustainable or organic agricul-
tural production systems; and 

‘‘(3) producers who use the loans to build 
conservation structures or establish con-
servation practices to comply with section 
1212 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3812). 

‘‘(e) LIMITATIONS APPLICABLE TO LOAN 
GUARANTEES.—The portion of a loan that the 
Secretary may guarantee under this section 
shall not exceed 75 percent of the principal 
amount of the loan. 

‘‘(f) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure, to the maximum extent 
practicable, that loans made or guaranteed 
under this section are distributed across di-
verse geographic regions. 

‘‘(g) CREDIT ELIGIBILITY.—The provisions of 
paragraphs (1) and (3) of section 3406(a) shall 
not apply to loans made or guaranteed under 
this section. 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
For each of fiscal years 2013 through 2018, 
there are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary such sums as are necessary to 
carry out this section. 
‘‘SEC. 3104. LOAN MAXIMUMS. 

‘‘(a) MAXIMUM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

make or guarantee no loan under sections 
3101, 3102, 3103, 3106, and 3107 that would 
cause the unpaid indebtedness under those 
sections of any 1 borrower to exceed the less-
er of— 

‘‘(A) the value of the farm or other secu-
rity, or 

‘‘(B)(i) in the case of a loan made by the 
Secretary, $300,000; or 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a loan guaranteed by 
the Secretary, $700,000 (as modified under 
paragraph (2)). 

‘‘(2) MODIFICATION.—The amount specified 
in paragraph (1)(B)(ii) shall be— 

‘‘(A) increased, beginning with fiscal year 
2000, by the inflation percentage applicable 
to the fiscal year in which the loan is guar-
anteed; and 

‘‘(B) reduced by the amount of any unpaid 
indebtedness of the borrower on loans under 
chapter 2 that are guaranteed by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(b) DETERMINATION OF VALUE.—In deter-
mining the value of the farm, the Secretary 
shall consider appraisals made by competent 
appraisers under rules established by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(c) INFLATION PERCENTAGE.—For purposes 
of this section, the inflation percentage ap-
plicable to a fiscal year is the percentage (if 
any) by which— 

‘‘(1) the average of the Prices Paid By 
Farmers Index (as compiled by the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service of the De-
partment) for the 12-month period ending on 
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August 31 of the immediately preceding fis-
cal year; exceeds 

‘‘(2) the average of that index (as so de-
fined) for the 12-month period ending on Au-
gust 31, 1996. 
‘‘SEC. 3105. REPAYMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR 

FARM OWNERSHIP LOANS. 
‘‘(a) PERIOD FOR REPAYMENT.—The period 

for repayment of a loan under this chapter 
shall not exceed 40 years. 

‘‘(b) INTEREST RATES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this title, the interest rate on a loan 
under this chapter shall be determined by 
the Secretary at a rate— 

‘‘(A) not to exceed the sum obtained by 
adding— 

‘‘(i) the current average market yield on 
outstanding marketable obligations of the 
United States with remaining periods to ma-
turity comparable to the average maturity 
of the loan; and 

‘‘(ii) an amount not to exceed 1 percent, as 
determined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(B) adjusted to the nearest 1⁄8 of 1 percent. 
‘‘(2) LOW INCOME FARM OWNERSHIP LOANS.— 

Except as provided in paragraph (3), the in-
terest rate on a loan (other than a guaran-
teed loan) under section 3106 shall be deter-
mined by the Secretary at a rate that is— 

‘‘(A) not greater than the sum obtained by 
adding— 

‘‘(i) an amount that does not exceed 1⁄2 of 
the current average market yield on out-
standing marketable obligations of the 
United States with maturities of 5 years; and 

‘‘(ii) an amount not to exceed 1 percent per 
year, as the Secretary determines is appro-
priate; and 

‘‘(B) not less than 5 percent per year. 
‘‘(3) JOINT FINANCING ARRANGEMENT.—If a 

direct farm ownership loan is made under 
this chapter as part of a joint financing ar-
rangement and the amount of the direct 
farm ownership loan does not exceed 50 per-
cent of the total principal amount financed 
under the arrangement, the interest rate on 
the direct farm ownership loan shall be at 
least 4 percent annually. 

‘‘(4) GUARANTEED LOANS.—The interest rate 
on a loan made under this chapter as a guar-
anteed loan shall be such rate as may be 
agreed on by the borrower and the lender, 
but not in excess of any rate determined by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) PAYMENT OF CHARGES.—A borrower of 
a loan made or guaranteed under this chap-
ter shall pay such fees and other charges as 
the Secretary may require, and prepay to the 
Secretary such taxes and insurance as the 
Secretary may require, on such terms and 
conditions as the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(d) SECURITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall take 

as security for an obligation entered into in 
connection with a loan, a mortgage on a 
farm with respect to which the loan is made 
or such other security as the Secretary may 
require. 

‘‘(2) LIENS TO UNITED STATES.—An instru-
ment for security under paragraph (1) may 
constitute a lien running to the United 
States notwithstanding the fact that the 
note for the security may be held by a lender 
other than the United States. 

‘‘(3) MULTIPLE LOANS.—A borrower may use 
the same collateral to secure 2 or more loans 
made or guaranteed under this chapter, ex-
cept that the outstanding amount of the 
loans may not exceed the total value of the 
collateral. 

‘‘(e) MINERAL RIGHTS AS COLLATERAL.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a farm 

ownership loan made after December 23, 1985, 
unless appraised values of the rights to oil, 
gas, or other minerals are specifically in-
cluded as part of the appraised value of col-
lateral securing the loan, the rights to oil, 

gas, or other minerals located under the 
property shall not be considered part of the 
collateral securing the loan. 

‘‘(2) COMPENSATORY PAYMENTS.—Nothing in 
this subsection prevents the inclusion of, as 
part of the collateral securing the loan, any 
payment or other compensation the bor-
rower may receive for damages to the sur-
face of the collateral real estate resulting 
from the exploration for or recovery of min-
erals. 

‘‘(f) ADDITIONAL COLLATERAL.—The Sec-
retary may not— 

‘‘(1) require any borrower to provide addi-
tional collateral to secure a farmer program 
loan made or guaranteed under this subtitle, 
if the borrower is current in the payment of 
principal and interest on the loan; or 

‘‘(2) bring any action to foreclose, or other-
wise liquidate, the loan as a result of the 
failure of a borrower to provide additional 
collateral to secure the loan, if the borrower 
was current in the payment of principal and 
interest on the loan at the time the addi-
tional collateral was requested. 
‘‘SEC. 3106. LIMITED-RESOURCE LOANS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 
make or guarantee a limited-resource loan 
for any of the purposes specified in sections 
3102(a) or 3103(a) to a farmer in the United 
States who— 

‘‘(1) in the case of an entity, all members, 
stockholders, or partners are eligible under 
section 3101(b); 

‘‘(2) has a low income; and 
‘‘(3) demonstrates a need to maximize the 

income of the farmer from farming oper-
ations. 

‘‘(b) INSTALLMENTS.—A loan made or guar-
anteed under this section shall be repayable 
in such installments as the Secretary deter-
mines will provide for reduced payments dur-
ing the initial repayment period of the loan 
and larger payments during the remainder of 
the repayment period of the loan. 

‘‘(c) INTEREST RATES.—Except as provided 
in section 3105(b)(3) and in section 3204(b)(3), 
the interest rate on loans (other than guar-
anteed loans) under this section shall not 
be— 

‘‘(1) greater than the sum obtained by add-
ing— 

‘‘(A) an amount that does not exceed 1⁄2 of 
the current average market yield on out-
standing marketable obligations of the 
United States with maturities of 5 years; and 

‘‘(B) an amount not exceeding 1 percent per 
year, as the Secretary determines is appro-
priate; or 

‘‘(2) less than 5 percent per year. 
‘‘SEC. 3107. DOWNPAYMENT LOAN PROGRAM. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Notwithstanding 

any other provision of this chapter, the Sec-
retary shall establish, under the farm owner-
ship loan program established under this 
chapter, a program under which loans shall 
be made under this section to a qualified be-
ginning farmer or a socially disadvantaged 
farmer for a downpayment on a farm owner-
ship loan. 

‘‘(2) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall be 
the primary coordinator of credit super-
vision for the downpayment loan program es-
tablished under this section, in consultation 
with a commercial or cooperative lender 
and, if applicable, a contracting credit coun-
seling service selected under section 3420(c). 

‘‘(b) LOAN TERMS.— 
‘‘(1) PRINCIPAL.—Each loan made under 

this section shall be in an amount that does 
not exceed 45 percent of the lesser of— 

‘‘(A) the purchase price of the farm to be 
acquired; 

‘‘(B) the appraised value of the farm to be 
acquired; or 

‘‘(C) $667,000. 

‘‘(2) INTEREST RATE.—The interest rate on 
any loan made by the Secretary under this 
section shall be a rate equal to the greater 
of— 

‘‘(A) the difference between— 
‘‘(i) 4 percent; and 
‘‘(ii) the interest rate for farm ownership 

loans under this chapter; or 
‘‘(B) 1.5 percent. 
‘‘(3) DURATION.—Each loan under this sec-

tion shall be made for a period of 20 years or 
less, at the option of the borrower. 

‘‘(4) REPAYMENT.—Each borrower of a loan 
under this section shall repay the loan to the 
Secretary in equal annual installments. 

‘‘(5) NATURE OF RETAINED SECURITY INTER-
EST.—The Secretary shall retain an interest 
in each farm acquired with a loan made 
under this section that shall— 

‘‘(A) be secured by the farm; 
‘‘(B) be junior only to such interests in the 

farm as may be conveyed at the time of ac-
quisition to the person (including a lender) 
from whom the borrower obtained a loan 
used to acquire the farm; and 

‘‘(C) require the borrower to obtain the 
permission of the Secretary before the bor-
rower may grant an additional security in-
terest in the farm. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) BORROWERS REQUIRED TO MAKE MIN-

IMUM DOWN PAYMENT.—The Secretary shall 
not make a loan under this section to any 
borrower with respect to a farm if the con-
tribution of the borrower to the down pay-
ment on the farm will be less than 5 percent 
of the purchase price of the farm. 

‘‘(2) PROHIBITED TYPES OF FINANCING.—The 
Secretary shall not make a loan under this 
section with respect to a farm if the farm is 
to be acquired with other financing that con-
tains any of the following conditions: 

‘‘(A) The financing is to be amortized over 
a period of less than 30 years. 

‘‘(B) A balloon payment will be due on the 
financing during the 20-year period begin-
ning on the date on which the loan is to be 
made by the Secretary. 

‘‘(d) ADMINISTRATION.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary shall, to the max-
imum extent practicable— 

‘‘(1) facilitate the transfer of farms from 
retiring farmers to persons eligible for in-
sured loans under this subtitle; 

‘‘(2) make efforts to widely publicize the 
availability of loans under this section 
among— 

‘‘(A) potentially eligible recipients of the 
loans; 

‘‘(B) retiring farmers; and 
‘‘(C) applicants for farm ownership loans 

under this chapter; 
‘‘(3) encourage retiring farmers to assist in 

the sale of their farms to qualified beginning 
farmers and socially disadvantaged farmers 
providing seller financing; 

‘‘(4) coordinate the loan program estab-
lished by this section with State programs 
that provide farm ownership or operating 
loans for beginning farmers or socially dis-
advantaged farmers; and 

‘‘(5) establish annual performance goals to 
promote the use of the down payment loan 
program and other joint financing arrange-
ments as the preferred choice for direct real 
estate loans made by any lender to a quali-
fied beginning farmer or socially disadvan-
taged farmer. 
‘‘SEC. 3108. BEGINNING FARMER AND SOCIALLY 

DISADVANTAGED FARMER CON-
TRACT LAND SALES PROGRAM. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, in 
accordance with this section, guarantee a 
loan made by a private seller of a farm to a 
qualified beginning farmer or socially dis-
advantaged farmer on a contract land sales 
basis. 
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‘‘(b) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for a loan 

guarantee under subsection (a)— 
‘‘(1) the qualified beginning farmer or so-

cially disadvantaged farmer shall— 
‘‘(A) on the date the contract land sale 

that is subject of the loan is complete, own 
and operate the farm that is the subject of 
the contract land sale; 

‘‘(B) have a credit history that— 
‘‘(i) includes a record of satisfactory debt 

repayment, as determined by the Secretary; 
and 

‘‘(ii) is acceptable to the Secretary; and 
‘‘(C) demonstrate to the Secretary that the 

farmer is unable to obtain sufficient credit 
without a guarantee to finance any actual 
need of the farmer at a reasonable rate or 
term; and 

‘‘(2) the loan shall meet applicable under-
writing criteria, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary shall not 
provide a loan guarantee under subsection 
(a) if— 

‘‘(1) the contribution of the qualified be-
ginning farmer or socially disadvantaged 
farmer to the down payment for the farm 
that is the subject of the contract land sale 
would be less than 5 percent of the purchase 
price of the farm; or 

‘‘(2) the purchase price or the appraisal 
value of the farm that is the subject of the 
contract land sale is greater than $500,000. 

‘‘(d) PERIOD OF GUARANTEE.—A loan guar-
antee under this section shall be in effect for 
the 10-year period beginning on the date on 
which the guarantee is provided. 

‘‘(e) GUARANTEE PLAN.— 
‘‘(1) SELECTION OF PLAN.—A private seller 

of a farm who makes a loan guaranteed by 
the Secretary under subsection (a) may se-
lect— 

‘‘(A) a prompt payment guarantee plan, 
which shall cover— 

‘‘(i) 3 amortized annual installments; or 
‘‘(ii) an amount equal to 3 annual install-

ments (including an amount equal to the 
total cost of any tax and insurance incurred 
during the period covered by the annual in-
stallments); or 

‘‘(B) a standard guarantee plan, which 
shall cover an amount equal to 90 percent of 
the outstanding principal of the loan. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBILITY FOR STANDARD GUARANTEE 
PLAN.—To be eligible for a standard guar-
antee plan referred to in paragraph (1)(B), a 
private seller shall— 

‘‘(A) secure a commercial lending institu-
tion or similar entity, as determined by the 
Secretary, to serve as an escrow agent; or 

‘‘(B) in cooperation with the farmer, use an 
appropriate alternate arrangement, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

‘‘CHAPTER 2—OPERATING LOANS 
‘‘SEC. 3201. OPERATING LOANS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 
make or guarantee an operating loan under 
this chapter to an eligible farmer in the 
United States. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBILITY.—A farmer shall be eligi-
ble under subsection (a) only— 

‘‘(1) if the farmer, or an individual holding 
a majority interest in the farmer— 

‘‘(A) is a citizen of the United States; and 
‘‘(B) has training or farming experience 

that the Secretary determines is sufficient 
to ensure a reasonable prospect of success in 
the farming operation proposed by the farm-
er; 

‘‘(2) in the case of a farmer that is an indi-
vidual, if the farmer is or proposes to become 
an operator of a farm that is not larger than 
a family farm; 

‘‘(3) in the case of a farmer that is a coop-
erative, corporation, partnership, trust, lim-
ited liability company, joint operation, or 
such other legal entity as the Secretary de-

termines to be appropriate, with respect to 
the entity and each farm in which the entity 
has an ownership or operator interest— 

‘‘(A) if— 
‘‘(i) a majority interest is held by individ-

uals who are related by blood or marriage, as 
defined by the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) at least 1 of the individuals is or will 
be the operator of the farm; and 

‘‘(iii) the farm is not larger than a family 
farm; 

‘‘(B) if— 
‘‘(i) all of the individuals who are or pro-

pose to become owners or operators of a farm 
are related by blood or marriage; 

‘‘(ii) all of the individuals are or propose to 
become operators of the farm; and 

‘‘(iii) each of the interests of the individ-
uals separately constitutes not larger than a 
family farm even if the ownership interests 
of the individuals collectively constitute 
larger than a family farm; or 

‘‘(C) if— 
‘‘(i) the entire interest is not held by indi-

viduals who are related by blood or mar-
riage, as defined by the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) all of the individuals are or propose to 
become farm operators; and 

‘‘(iii) the farm is not larger than a family 
farm; 

‘‘(4) in the case of an operator described in 
paragraph (3) that is owned, in whole or in 
part by 1 or more other entities, if not less 
than 75 percent of the ownership interests of 
each other entity is owned directly or indi-
rectly by 1 or more individuals who own the 
family farm; and 

‘‘(5) if the farmer (or in the case of a farm-
er that is an entity, the 1 or more individ-
uals that hold a majority interest in the en-
tity) is unable to obtain credit elsewhere. 

‘‘(c) DIRECT LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 

a direct loan under this chapter only to a 
farmer who— 

‘‘(A) is a qualified beginning farmer; 
‘‘(B) has not received a previous direct op-

erating loan made under this chapter; or 
‘‘(C) has not received a direct operating 

loan made under this chapter for a total of 10 
years, plus any year the farmer or rancher 
did not receive a direct operating loan after 
the year in which the borrower initially re-
ceived a direct operating loan under this 
chapter, as determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) YOUTH LOANS.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘direct operating loan’ shall not include 
a loan made to a youth under subsection (d). 

‘‘(3) WAIVERS.— 
‘‘(A) FARM OPERATIONS ON TRIBAL LAND.— 

The Secretary shall waive the limitation 
under paragraph (1)(C) for a direct loan made 
under this chapter to a farmer whose farm 
land is subject to the jurisdiction of an In-
dian tribe and whose loan is secured by 1 or 
more security instruments that are subject 
to the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe if the 
Secretary determines that commercial cred-
it is not generally available for such farm 
operations. 

‘‘(B) OTHER FARM OPERATIONS.—On a case- 
by-case determination not subject to admin-
istrative appeal, the Secretary may grant a 
borrower a waiver, 1 time only for a period of 
2 years, of the limitation under paragraph 
(1)(C) for a direct operating loan if the bor-
rower demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary that— 

‘‘(i) the borrower has a viable farm oper-
ation; 

‘‘(ii) the borrower applied for commercial 
credit from at least 2 commercial lenders; 

‘‘(iii) the borrower was unable to obtain a 
commercial loan (including a loan guaran-
teed by the Secretary); and 

‘‘(iv) the borrower successfully has com-
pleted, or will complete within 1 year, bor-
rower training under section 3419 (from 

which requirement the Secretary shall not 
grant a waiver under section 3419(f)). 

‘‘(d) YOUTH LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-

section (b), except for citizenship and credit 
requirements, a loan may be made under this 
chapter to a youth who is a rural resident to 
enable the youth to operate an enterprise in 
connection with the participation in a youth 
organization, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(2) FULL PERSONAL LIABILITY.—A youth 
receiving a loan under this subsection who 
executes a promissory note for the loan shall 
incur full personal liability for the indebted-
ness evidenced by the note, in accordance 
with the terms of the note, free of any dis-
ability of minority. 

‘‘(3) COSIGNER.—The Secretary may accept 
the personal liability of a cosigner of a prom-
issory note for a loan under this subsection, 
in addition to the personal liability of the 
youth borrower. 

‘‘(4) YOUTH ENTERPRISES NOT FARMING.— 
The operation of an enterprise by a youth 
under this subsection shall not be considered 
the operation of a farm under this subtitle. 

‘‘(5) RELATION TO OTHER LOAN PROGRAMS.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
if a borrower becomes delinquent with re-
spect to a youth loan made under this sub-
section, the borrower shall not become ineli-
gible, as a result of the delinquency, to re-
ceive loans and loan guarantees from the 
Federal government to pay for education ex-
penses of the borrower. 

‘‘(e) PILOT LOAN PROGRAM TO SUPPORT 
HEALTHY FOODS FOR THE HUNGRY.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITION OF GLEANER.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘gleaner’ means an entity 
that— 

‘‘(A) collects edible, surplus food that 
would be thrown away and distributes the 
food to agencies or nonprofit organizations 
that feed the hungry; or 

‘‘(B) harvests for free distribution to the 
needy, or for donation to agencies or non-
profit organizations for ultimate distribu-
tion to the needy, an agricultural crop that 
has been donated by the owner of the crop. 

‘‘(2) PROGRAM.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall establish, within 
the operating loan program established 
under this chapter, a pilot program under 
which the Secretary makes loans available 
to eligible entities to assist the entities in 
providing food to the hungry. 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBILITY.—In addition to any other 
person eligible under the terms and condi-
tions of the operating loan program estab-
lished under this chapter, gleaners shall be 
eligible to receive loans under this sub-
section. 

‘‘(4) LOAN AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each loan issued under 

the program shall be in an amount of not 
less than $500 and not more than $5,000. 

‘‘(B) REDISTRIBUTION.—If the eligible re-
cipients in a State do not use the full alloca-
tion of loans that are available to eligible re-
cipients in the State under this subsection, 
the Secretary may use any unused amounts 
to make loans available to eligible entities 
in other States in accordance with this sub-
section. 

‘‘(5) LOAN PROCESSING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

process any loan application submitted 
under the program not later than 30 days 
after the date on which the application was 
submitted. 

‘‘(B) EXPEDITING APPLICATIONS.—The Sec-
retary shall take any measure the Secretary 
determines necessary to expedite any appli-
cation submitted under the program. 
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‘‘(6) PAPERWORK REDUCTION.—The Sec-

retary shall take measures to reduce any pa-
perwork requirements for loans under the 
program. 

‘‘(7) PROGRAM INTEGRITY.—The Secretary 
shall take such actions as are necessary to 
ensure the integrity of the program estab-
lished under this subsection. 

‘‘(8) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—Of funds that are 
made available to carry out this chapter, the 
Secretary shall use to carry out this sub-
section a total amount of not more than 
$500,000. 

‘‘(9) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the maximum amount of funds are used to 
carry out this subsection under paragraph 
(8), the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a report that describes the results of the 
pilot program and the feasibility of expand-
ing the program. 
‘‘SEC. 3202. PURPOSES OF LOANS. 

‘‘(a) DIRECT LOANS.—A direct loan may be 
made under this chapter only— 

‘‘(1) to pay the costs incident to reorga-
nizing a farm for more profitable operation; 

‘‘(2) to purchase livestock, poultry, or farm 
equipment; 

‘‘(3) to purchase feed, seed, fertilizer, insec-
ticide, or farm supplies, or to meet other es-
sential farm operating expenses, including 
cash rent; 

‘‘(4) to finance land or water development, 
use, or conservation; 

‘‘(5) to pay loan closing costs; 
‘‘(6) to assist a farmer in changing the 

equipment, facilities, or methods of oper-
ation of a farm to comply with a standard 
promulgated under section 6 of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 
U.S.C. 655) or a standard adopted by a State 
under a plan approved under section 18 of 
that Act (29 U.S.C. 667), if the Secretary de-
termines that without assistance under this 
paragraph the farmer is likely to suffer sub-
stantial economic injury in complying with 
the standard; 

‘‘(7) to train a limited-resource borrower 
receiving a loan under section 3106 in main-
taining records of farming operations; 

‘‘(8) to train a borrower under section 3419; 
‘‘(9) to refinance the indebtedness of a bor-

rower, if the borrower— 
‘‘(A) has refinanced a loan under this chap-

ter not more than 4 times previously; and 
‘‘(B)(i) is a direct loan borrower under this 

subtitle at the time of the refinancing and 
has suffered a qualifying loss because of a 
natural or major disaster or emergency; or 

‘‘(ii) is refinancing a debt obtained from a 
creditor other than the Secretary; 

‘‘(10) to provide other farm or home needs, 
including family subsistence; or 

‘‘(11) to assist a farmer in the production of 
a locally or regionally produced agricultural 
food product (as defined in section 
3601(e)(11)(A)), including to qualified pro-
ducers engaged in direct-to-consumer mar-
keting, direct-to-institution marketing, or 
direct-to-store marketing, business, or ac-
tivities that produce a value-added agricul-
tural product (as defined in section 231(a) of 
the Agricultural Risk Protection Act of 2000 
(7 U.S.C. 1632a(a))). 

‘‘(b) GUARANTEED LOANS.—A loan may be 
guaranteed under this chapter only— 

‘‘(1) to pay the costs incident to reorga-
nizing a farm for more profitable operation; 

‘‘(2) to purchase livestock, poultry, or farm 
equipment; 

‘‘(3) to purchase feed, seed, fertilizer, insec-
ticide, or farm supplies, or to meet other es-
sential farm operating expenses, including 
cash rent; 

‘‘(4) to finance land or water development, 
use, or conservation; 

‘‘(5) to refinance indebtedness; 
‘‘(6) to pay loan closing costs; 
‘‘(7) to assist a farmer in changing the 

equipment, facilities, or methods of oper-
ation of a farm to comply with a standard 
promulgated under section 6 of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 
U.S.C. 655) or a standard adopted by a State 
under a plan approved under section 18 of 
that Act (29 U.S.C. 667), if the Secretary de-
termines that without assistance under this 
paragraph the farmer is likely to suffer sub-
stantial economic injury due to compliance 
with the standard; 

‘‘(8) to train a borrower under section 3419; 
or 

‘‘(9) to provide other farm or home needs, 
including family subsistence. 

‘‘(c) HAZARD INSURANCE REQUIREMENT.— 
The Secretary may not make a loan to a 
farmer under this chapter unless the farmer 
has, or agrees to obtain, hazard insurance on 
the property to be acquired with the loan. 

‘‘(d) PRIVATE RESERVE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of this title, the Secretary 
may reserve a portion of any loan made 
under this chapter to be placed in an unsu-
pervised bank account that may be used at 
the discretion of the borrower for the basic 
family needs of the borrower and the imme-
diate family of the borrower. 

‘‘(2) LIMIT ON SIZE OF THE RESERVE.—The 
size of the reserve shall not exceed the lesser 
of— 

‘‘(A) 10 percent of the loan; 
‘‘(B) $5,000; or 
‘‘(C) the amount needed to provide for the 

basic family needs of the borrower and the 
immediate family of the borrower for 3 cal-
endar months. 

‘‘(e) LOANS TO LOCAL AND REGIONAL FOOD 
PRODUCERS.— 

‘‘(1) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall ensure 
that loan officers processing loans under sub-
section (a)(11) receive appropriate training 
to serve borrowers and potential borrowers 
engaged in local and regional food produc-
tion. 

‘‘(2) VALUATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-

velop ways to determine unit prices (or other 
appropriate forms of valuation) for crops and 
other agricultural products, the end use of 
which is intended to be in locally or region-
ally produced agricultural food products, to 
facilitate lending to local and regional food 
producers. 

‘‘(B) PRICE HISTORY.—The Secretary shall 
implement a mechanism for local and re-
gional food producers to establish price his-
tory for the crops and other agricultural 
products produced by local and regional food 
producers. 

‘‘(3) OUTREACH.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and implement an outreach strategy to 
engage and provide loan services to local and 
regional food producers. 
‘‘SEC. 3203. RESTRICTIONS ON LOANS. 

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not 

make or guarantee a loan under this chap-
ter— 

‘‘(A) that would cause the total principal 
indebtedness outstanding at any 1 time for 
loans made under this chapter to any 1 bor-
rower to exceed— 

‘‘(i)(I) in the case of a loan made by the 
Secretary, $300,000; or 

‘‘(II) in the case of a loan guaranteed by 
the Secretary, $700,000 (as modified under 
paragraph (2)); or 

‘‘(B) for the purchasing or leasing of land 
other than for cash rent, or for carrying on 
a land leasing or land purchasing program. 

‘‘(2) MODIFICATION.—The amount specified 
in paragraph (1)(A)(ii) shall be— 

‘‘(A) increased, beginning with fiscal year 
2000, by the inflation percentage applicable 
to the fiscal year in which the loan is guar-
anteed; and 

‘‘(B) reduced by the unpaid indebtedness of 
the borrower on loans under sections speci-
fied in section 3104 that are guaranteed by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) INFLATION PERCENTAGE.—For purposes 
of this section, the inflation percentage ap-
plicable to a fiscal year is the percentage (if 
any) by which— 

‘‘(1) the average of the Prices Paid By 
Farmers Index (as compiled by the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service of the De-
partment) for the 12-month period ending on 
August 31 of the immediately preceding fis-
cal year; exceeds 

‘‘(2) the average of that index (as so de-
fined) for the 12-month period ending on Au-
gust 31, 1996. 
‘‘SEC. 3204. TERMS OF LOANS. 

‘‘(a) PERSONAL LIABILITY.—A borrower of a 
loan made under this chapter shall secure 
the loan with the full personal liability of 
the borrower and such other security as the 
Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(b) INTEREST RATES.— 
‘‘(1) MAXIMUM RATE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraphs (2) and (3), the interest rate on a 
loan made under this chapter (other than a 
guaranteed loan) shall be determined by the 
Secretary at a rate not to exceed the sum ob-
tained by adding— 

‘‘(i) the current average market yield on 
outstanding marketable obligations of the 
United States with remaining periods to ma-
turity comparable to the average maturity 
of the loan; and 

‘‘(ii) an additional charge not to exceed 1 
percent, as determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) ADJUSTMENT.—The sum obtained 
under subparagraph (A) shall be adjusted to 
the nearest 1⁄8 of 1 percent. 

‘‘(2) GUARANTEED LOAN.—The interest rate 
on a guaranteed loan made under this chap-
ter shall be such rate as may be agreed on by 
the borrower and the lender, but may not ex-
ceed any rate prescribed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) LOW INCOME LOAN.—The interest rate 
on a direct loan made under this chapter to 
a low-income, limited-resource borrower 
shall be determined by the Secretary at a 
rate that is not— 

‘‘(A) greater than the sum obtained by add-
ing— 

‘‘(i) an amount that does not exceed 1⁄2 of 
the current average market yield on out-
standing marketable obligations of the 
United States with a maturity of 5 years; 
and 

‘‘(ii) an amount not to exceed 1 percent per 
year, as the Secretary determines is appro-
priate; or 

‘‘(B) less than 5 percent per year. 
‘‘(c) PERIOD FOR REPAYMENT.—The period 

for repayment of a loan made under this 
chapter may not exceed 7 years. 

‘‘(d) LINE-OF-CREDIT LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A loan made or guaran-

teed by the Secretary under this chapter 
may be in the form of a line-of-credit loan. 

‘‘(2) TERM.—A line-of-credit loan under 
paragraph (1) shall terminate not later than 
5 years after the date that the loan is made 
or guaranteed. 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBILITY.—For purposes of deter-
mining eligibility for an operating loan 
under this chapter, each year during which a 
farmer takes an advance or draws on a line- 
of-credit loan the farmer shall be considered 
as having received an operating loan for 1 
year. 

‘‘(4) TERMINATION OF DELINQUENT LOANS.—If 
a borrower does not pay an installment on a 
line-of-credit loan on schedule, the borrower 
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may not take an advance or draw on the 
line-of-credit, unless the Secretary deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(A) the failure of the borrower to pay on 
schedule was due to unusual conditions that 
the borrower could not control; and 

‘‘(B) the borrower will reduce the line-of- 
credit balance to the scheduled level at the 
end of— 

‘‘(i) the production cycle; or 
‘‘(ii) the marketing of the agricultural 

products of the borrower. 
‘‘(5) AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES.—A line- 

of-credit loan may be used to finance the 
production or marketing of an agricultural 
commodity that is eligible for a price sup-
port program of the Department. 

‘‘CHAPTER 3—EMERGENCY LOANS 
‘‘SEC. 3301. EMERGENCY LOANS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make or guarantee an emergency loan under 
this chapter to an eligible farmer (including 
a commercial fisherman) only to the extent 
and in such amounts as provided in advance 
in appropriation Acts. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBILITY.—An established farmer 
shall be eligible under subsection (a) only— 

‘‘(1) if the farmer or an individual holding 
a majority interest in the farmer— 

‘‘(A) is a citizen of the United States; and 
‘‘(B) has experience and resources that the 

Secretary determines are sufficient to en-
sure a reasonable prospect of success in the 
farming operation proposed by the farmer; 

‘‘(2) in the case of a farmer that is an indi-
vidual, if the farmer is— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a loan for a purpose 
under chapter 1, an owner, operator, or les-
see-operator described in section 3101(b)(2); 
and 

‘‘(B) in the case of a loan for a purpose 
under chapter 2, an operator of a farm that 
is not larger than a family farm; 

‘‘(3) in the case of a farmer that is a coop-
erative, corporation, partnership, trust, lim-
ited liability company, joint operation, or 
such other legal entity as the Secretary de-
termines to be appropriate, with respect to 
the entity and each farm in which the entity 
has an ownership or operator interest— 

‘‘(A) if— 
‘‘(i) a majority interest is held by individ-

uals who are related by blood or marriage, as 
defined by the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) at least 1 of the individuals is or will 
be the operator of the farm; and 

‘‘(iii) the farm is not larger than a family 
farm; 

‘‘(B) if— 
‘‘(i) all of the individuals who are or pro-

pose to become owners or operators of a farm 
are related by blood or marriage; 

‘‘(ii) all of the individuals are or propose to 
become operators of the farm; and 

‘‘(iii) each of the interests of the individ-
uals separately constitutes not larger than a 
family farm even if the ownership interests 
of the individuals collectively constitute 
larger than a family farm; or 

‘‘(C) if— 
‘‘(i) the entire interest is not held by indi-

viduals who are related by blood or mar-
riage, as defined by the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) all of the individuals are or propose to 
become farm operators; and 

‘‘(iii) the farm is not larger than a family 
farm; 

‘‘(4) if the entity is owned, in whole or in 
part, by 1 or more other entities and each in-
dividual who is an owner of the family farm 
involved has a direct or indirect ownership 
interest in each of the other entities; 

‘‘(5) if the farmer (or in the case of a farm-
er that is an entity, the 1 or more individ-
uals that hold a majority interest in the en-
tity) is unable to obtain credit elsewhere; 
and 

‘‘(6)(A) if the Secretary finds that the oper-
ations of the farmer have been substantially 
affected by— 

‘‘(i) a natural or major disaster or emer-
gency designated by the President under the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.); 
or 

‘‘(ii) a quarantine imposed by the Sec-
retary under the Plant Protection Act (7 
U.S.C. 7701 et seq.) or the Animal Health 
Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8301 et seq.); or 

‘‘(B) if the farmer conducts farming oper-
ations in a county or a county contiguous to 
a county in which the Secretary has found 
that farming operations have been substan-
tially affected by a natural or major disaster 
or emergency. 

‘‘(c) TIME FOR ACCEPTING AN APPLICATION.— 
The Secretary shall accept an application for 
a loan under this chapter from a farmer at 
any time during the 8-month period begin-
ning on the date that— 

‘‘(1) the Secretary determines that farming 
operations of the farmer have been substan-
tially affected by— 

‘‘(A) a quarantine imposed by the Sec-
retary under the Plant Protection Act (7 
U.S.C. 7701 et seq.) or the Animal Health 
Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8301 et seq.); or 

‘‘(B) a natural disaster; or 
‘‘(2) the President makes a major disaster 

or emergency designation with respect to the 
affected county of the farmer referred to in 
subsection (b)(5)(B). 

‘‘(d) HAZARD INSURANCE REQUIREMENT.— 
The Secretary may not make a loan to a 
farmer under this chapter to cover a prop-
erty loss unless the farmer had hazard insur-
ance that insured the property at the time of 
the loss. 

‘‘(e) FAMILY FARM.—The Secretary shall 
conduct the loan program under this chapter 
in a manner that will foster and encourage 
the family farm system of agriculture, con-
sistent with the reaffirmation of policy and 
declaration of the intent of Congress con-
tained in section 102(a) of the Food and Agri-
culture Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2266(a)). 
‘‘SEC. 3302. PURPOSES OF LOANS. 

‘‘Subject to the limitations on the 
amounts of loans provided in section 3303(a), 
a loan may be made or guaranteed under this 
chapter for— 

‘‘(1) any purpose authorized for a loan 
under chapter 1 or 2; and 

‘‘(2) crop or livestock purposes that are— 
‘‘(A) necessitated by a quarantine, natural 

disaster, major disaster, or emergency; and 
‘‘(B) considered desirable by the farmer. 

‘‘SEC. 3303. TERMS OF LOANS. 
‘‘(a) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF LOAN.—The Sec-

retary may not make or guarantee a loan 
under this chapter to a borrower who has 
suffered a loss in an amount that— 

‘‘(1) exceeds the actual loss caused by a dis-
aster; or 

‘‘(2) would cause the total indebtedness of 
the borrower under this chapter to exceed 
$500,000. 

‘‘(b) INTEREST RATES.—Any portion of a 
loan under this chapter up to the amount of 
the actual loss suffered by a farmer caused 
by a disaster shall be at a rate prescribed by 
the Secretary, but not in excess of 8 percent 
per annum. 

‘‘(c) INTEREST SUBSIDIES FOR GUARANTEED 
LOANS.—In the case of a guaranteed loan 
under this chapter, the Secretary may pay 
an interest subsidy to the lender for any por-
tion of the loan up to the amount of the ac-
tual loss suffered by a farmer caused by a 
disaster. 

‘‘(d) TIME FOR REPAYMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

a loan under this chapter shall be repayable 
at such times as the Secretary may deter-

mine, considering the purpose of the loan 
and the nature and effect of the disaster, but 
not later than the maximum repayment pe-
riod allowed for a loan for a similar purpose 
under chapters 1 and 2. 

‘‘(2) EXTENDED REPAYMENT PERIOD.—The 
Secretary may, if the loan is for a purpose 
described in chapter 2 and the Secretary de-
termines that the need of the loan applicant 
justifies the longer repayment period, make 
the loan repayable at the end of a period of 
more than 7 years, but not more than 20 
years. 

‘‘(e) SECURITY FOR LOAN.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A borrower of a loan 

made under this chapter shall secure the 
loan with the full personal liability of the 
borrower and such other security as the Sec-
retary may prescribe. 

‘‘(2) ADEQUATE SECURITY.—Subject to para-
graph (3), the Secretary may not make or 
guarantee a loan under this chapter unless 
the security for the loan is adequate to en-
sure repayment of the loan. 

‘‘(3) INADEQUATE SECURITY DUE TO DIS-
ASTER.—If adequate security for a loan under 
this chapter is not available because of a dis-
aster, the Secretary shall accept as security 
any collateral that is available if the Sec-
retary is confident that the collateral and 
the repayment ability of the farmer are ade-
quate security for the loan. 

‘‘(4) VALUATION OF FARM ASSETS.—If a farm 
asset (including land, livestock, or equip-
ment) is used as collateral to secure a loan 
applied for under this chapter and the gov-
ernor of the State in which the farm is lo-
cated requests assistance under this chapter 
or the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et 
seq.) for the portion of the State in which 
the asset is located, the Secretary shall es-
tablish the value of the asset as of the day 
before the occurrence of the natural or major 
disaster or emergency. 

‘‘(f) REVIEW OF LOAN.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a loan 

made, but not guaranteed, under section 
3301, the Secretary shall review the loan 3 
years after the loan is made, and every 2 
years thereafter for the term of the loan. 

‘‘(2) TERMINATION OF FEDERAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—If, based on a review under paragraph 
(1), the Secretary determines that the bor-
rower is able to obtain a loan from a non- 
Federal source at reasonable rates and 
terms, the borrower shall, on request by the 
Secretary, apply for, and accept, a non-Fed-
eral loan in a sufficient amount to repay the 
Secretary. 
‘‘SEC. 3304. PRODUCTION LOSSES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make or guarantee a loan under this chapter 
to an eligible farmer for production losses if 
a single enterprise that constitutes a basic 
part of the farming operation of the farmer 
has sustained at least a 30 percent loss in 
normal per acre or per animal production, or 
such lesser percentage as the Secretary may 
determine, as a result of a disaster. 

‘‘(b) BASIS FOR PERCENTAGE.—A percentage 
loss under subsection (a) shall be based on 
the average monthly price in effect for the 
previous crop or calendar year, as appro-
priate. 

‘‘(c) AMOUNT OF LOAN.—A loan under sub-
section (a) shall be in an amount that is 
equal to 80 percent, or such greater percent-
age as the Secretary may determine, of the 
total calculated actual production loss sus-
tained by the farmer. 

‘‘CHAPTER 4—GENERAL FARMER LOAN 
PROVISIONS 

‘‘SEC. 3401. AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE 
FUND. 

‘‘The fund established pursuant to section 
11(a) of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant 
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Act (60 Stat. 1075, chapter 964) shall be 
known as the Agricultural Credit Insurance 
Fund (referred to in this section as the 
‘Fund’, unless the context otherwise re-
quires) for the discharge of the obligations of 
the Secretary under agreements insuring 
loans under this subtitle and loans and mort-
gages insured under prior authority. 
‘‘SEC. 3402. GUARANTEED FARMER LOANS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pro-
vide financial assistance to a borrower for a 
purpose provided in this subtitle by guaran-
teeing a loan made by any Federal or State 
chartered bank, savings and loan associa-
tion, cooperative lending agency, or other le-
gally organized lending agency. 

‘‘(b) INTEREST RATE.—The interest rate 
payable by a borrower on the portion of a 
guaranteed loan that is sold by a lender to 
the secondary market under this subtitle 
may be lower than the interest rate charged 
on the portion retained by the lender, but 
shall not exceed the average interest rate 
charged by the lender on loans made to farm 
borrowers. 

‘‘(c) FEES.—In the case of a loan guarantee 
on a loan made by a commercial or coopera-
tive lender related to a loan made by the 
Secretary under section 3107— 

‘‘(1) the Secretary shall not charge a fee to 
any person (including a lender); and 

‘‘(2) a lender may charge a loan origination 
and servicing fee in an amount not to exceed 
1 percent of the amount of the loan. 

‘‘(d) MAXIMUM GUARANTEE OF 90 PERCENT.— 
Except as provided in subsections (e) and (f), 
a loan guarantee under this subtitle shall be 
for not more than 90 percent of the principal 
and interest due on the loan. 

‘‘(e) REFINANCED LOANS GUARANTEED AT 95 
PERCENT.—The Secretary shall guarantee 95 
percent of— 

‘‘(1) in the case of a loan that solely refi-
nances a direct loan made under this sub-
title, the principal and interest due on the 
loan on the date of the refinancing; or 

‘‘(2) in the case of a loan that is used for 
multiple purposes, the portion of the loan 
that refinances the principal and interest 
due on a direct loan made under this subtitle 
that is outstanding on the date the loan is 
guaranteed. 

‘‘(f) BEGINNING FARMER LOANS GUARANTEED 
UP TO 95 PERCENT.—The Secretary may guar-
antee not more than 95 percent of— 

‘‘(1) a farm ownership loan for acquiring a 
farm to a borrower who is participating in 
the downpayment loan program under sec-
tion 3107; or 

‘‘(2) an operating loan to a borrower who is 
participating in the downpayment loan pro-
gram under section 3107 that is made during 
the period that the borrower has a direct 
loan outstanding under chapter 1 for acquir-
ing a farm. 

‘‘(g) GUARANTEE OF LOANS MADE UNDER 
STATE BEGINNING FARMER PROGRAMS.—The 
Secretary may guarantee under this subtitle 
a loan made under a State beginning farmer 
program, including a loan financed by the 
net proceeds of a qualified small issue agri-
cultural bond for land or property described 
in section 144(a)(12)(B)(ii) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986. 

‘‘(h) PARTIAL LIQUIDATIONS.—If a partial 
liquidation of a delinquent loan is performed 
(with the prior consent of the Secretary) as 
part of loan servicing by a guaranteed lender 
under this subtitle, the Secretary shall not 
require full liquidation of the loan for the 
lender to be eligible to receive payment on 
losses. 
‘‘SEC. 3403. PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO BOR-

ROWERS. 
‘‘(a) APPROVAL NOTIFICATION.—The Sec-

retary shall approve or disapprove an appli-
cation for a loan or loan guarantee made 

under this subtitle, and notify the applicant 
of such action, not later than 60 days after 
the date on which the Secretary has received 
a complete application for the loan or loan 
guarantee. 

‘‘(b) LIST OF LENDERS.—The Secretary 
shall make available to any farmer, on re-
quest, a list of lenders in the area that par-
ticipate in guaranteed farmer program loan 
programs established under this subtitle, and 
other lenders in the area that express a de-
sire to participate in the programs and that 
request inclusion on the list. 

‘‘(c) OTHER INFORMATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—On the request of a bor-

rower, the Secretary shall make available to 
the borrower— 

‘‘(A) a copy of each document signed by the 
borrower; 

‘‘(B) a copy of each appraisal performed 
with respect to the loan; and 

‘‘(C) any document that the Secretary is 
required to provide to the borrower under 
any law in effect on the date of the request. 

‘‘(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Paragraph (1) 
shall not supersede any duty imposed on the 
Secretary by a law in effect on January 5, 
1988, unless the duty directly conflicts with a 
duty under paragraph (1). 
‘‘SEC. 3404. NOTICE OF LOAN SERVICE PRO-

GRAMS. 
‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall 

provide notice by certified mail to each bor-
rower who is at least 90 days past due on the 
payment of principal or interest on a loan 
made under this subtitle. 

‘‘(b) CONTENTS.—The notice required under 
subsection (a) shall— 

‘‘(1) include a summary of all primary loan 
service programs, homestead retention pro-
grams, debt settlement programs, and appeal 
procedures, including the eligibility criteria, 
and terms and conditions of the programs 
and procedures; 

‘‘(2) include a summary of the manner in 
which the borrower may apply, and be con-
sidered, for all such programs, except that 
the Secretary shall not require the borrower 
to select among the programs or waive any 
right to be considered for any program car-
ried out by the Secretary; 

‘‘(3) advise the borrower regarding all fil-
ing requirements and any deadlines that 
must be met for requesting loan servicing; 

‘‘(4) provide any relevant forms, including 
applicable response forms; 

‘‘(5) advise the borrower that a copy of reg-
ulations is available on request; and 

‘‘(6) be designed to be readable and under-
standable by the borrower. 

‘‘(c) CONTAINED IN REGULATIONS.—All no-
tices required by this section shall be con-
tained in the regulations issued to carry out 
this subtitle. 

‘‘(d) TIMING.—The notice described in sub-
section (b) shall be provided— 

‘‘(1) at the time an application is made for 
participation in a loan service program; 

‘‘(2) on written request of the borrower; 
and 

‘‘(3) before the earliest of the date of— 
‘‘(A) initiating any liquidation; 
‘‘(B) requesting the conveyance of security 

property; 
‘‘(C) accelerating the loan; 
‘‘(D) repossessing property; 
‘‘(E) foreclosing on property; or 
‘‘(F) taking any other collection action. 
‘‘(e) CONSIDERATION OF BORROWERS FOR 

LOAN SERVICE PROGRAMS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-

sider a farmer program loan borrower for all 
loan service programs if, not later than 60 
days after receipt of the notice described in 
subsection (b), the borrower requests the 
consideration in writing. 

‘‘(2) PRIORITY.—In considering a borrower 
for a loan service program, the Secretary 

shall place the highest priority on the pres-
ervation of the farming operations of the 
borrower. 
‘‘SEC. 3405. PLANTING AND PRODUCTION HIS-

TORY GUIDELINES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall en-

sure that appropriate procedures, including, 
to the extent practicable, onsite inspections, 
or use of county or State yield averages, are 
used in calculating future yields for an appli-
cant for a loan, when an accurate projection 
cannot be made because the past production 
history of the farmer has been affected by a 
natural or major disaster or emergency. 

‘‘(b) CALCULATION OF YIELDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of aver-

aging the past yields of the farm of a farmer 
over a period of crop years to calculate the 
future yield of the farm under this subtitle, 
the Secretary shall permit the farmer to ex-
clude the crop year with the lowest actual or 
county average yield for the farm from the 
calculation, if the farmer was affected by a 
natural or major disaster or emergency dur-
ing at least 2 of the crop years during the pe-
riod. 

‘‘(2) AFFECTED BY A NATURAL OR MAJOR DIS-
ASTER OR EMERGENCY.—A farmer was affected 
by a natural or major disaster or emergency 
under paragraph (1) if the Secretary finds 
that the farming operations of the farmer 
have been substantially affected by a natural 
or major disaster or emergency, including a 
farmer who has a qualifying loss but is not 
located in a designated or declared disaster 
area. 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION OF SUBSECTION.—This sub-
section shall apply to any action taken by 
the Secretary that involves— 

‘‘(A) a loan under chapter 1 or 2; and 
‘‘(B) the yield of a farm of a farmer, includ-

ing making a loan or loan guarantee, serv-
icing a loan, or making a credit sale. 
‘‘SEC. 3406. SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND LIMITA-

TIONS ON LOANS. 
‘‘(a) APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS.—In connec-

tion with a loan made or guaranteed under 
this subtitle, the Secretary shall require— 

‘‘(1) the applicant— 
‘‘(A) to certify in writing that, and the 

Secretary shall determine whether, the ap-
plicant is unable to obtain credit elsewhere; 
and 

‘‘(B) to furnish an appropriate written fi-
nancial statement; 

‘‘(2) except for a guaranteed loan, an agree-
ment by the borrower that if at any time it 
appears to the Secretary that the borrower 
may be able to obtain a loan from a produc-
tion credit association, a Federal land bank, 
or other responsible cooperative or private 
credit source (or, in the case of a borrower 
under section 3106, the borrower may be able 
to obtain a loan under section 3101), at rea-
sonable rates and terms for loans for similar 
purposes and periods of time, the borrower 
will, on request by the Secretary, apply for 
and accept the loan in a sufficient amount to 
repay the Secretary or the insured lender, or 
both, and to pay for any stock necessary to 
be purchased in a cooperative lending agency 
in connection with the loan; 

‘‘(3) such provision for supervision of the 
operations of the borrower as the Secretary 
shall consider necessary to achieve the ob-
jectives of the loan and protect the interests 
of the United States; and 

‘‘(4) the application of a person who is a 
veteran for a loan under chapter 1 or 2 to be 
given preference over a similar application 
from a person who is not a veteran if the ap-
plications are on file in a county or area of-
fice at the same time. 

‘‘(b) AGENCY PROCESSING REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) NOTIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) INCOMPLETE APPLICATION NOTIFICA-

TION.—If an application for a loan or loan 
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guarantee under this subtitle (other than an 
operating loan or loan guarantee) is incom-
plete, the Secretary shall inform the appli-
cant of the reasons the application is incom-
plete not later than 20 days after the date on 
which the Secretary has received the appli-
cation. 

‘‘(B) OPERATING LOANS.— 
‘‘(i) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION NEEDED.—Not 

later than 10 calendar days after the Sec-
retary receives an application for an oper-
ating loan or loan guarantee, the Secretary 
shall notify the applicant of any information 
required before a decision may be made on 
the application. 

‘‘(ii) INFORMATION NOT RECEIVED.—If, not 
later than 20 calendar days after the date a 
request is made pursuant to clause (i) with 
respect to an application, the Secretary has 
not received the information requested, the 
Secretary shall notify the applicant and the 
district office of the Farm Service Agency, 
in writing, of the outstanding information. 

‘‘(C) REQUEST INFORMATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—On receipt of an applica-

tion, the Secretary shall request from other 
parties such information as may be needed in 
connection with the application. 

‘‘(ii) INFORMATION FROM AN AGENCY OF THE 
DEPARTMENT.—Not later than 15 calendar 
days after the date on which an agency of 
the Department receives a request for infor-
mation made pursuant to subparagraph (A), 
the agency shall provide the Secretary with 
the requested information. 

‘‘(2) REPORT OF PENDING APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A county office shall no-

tify the district office of the Farm Service 
Agency of each application for an operating 
loan or loan guarantee that is pending more 
than 45 days after receipt, and the reasons 
for which the application is pending. 

‘‘(B) ACTION ON PENDING APPLICATIONS.—A 
district office that receives a notice provided 
under subparagraph (A) with respect to an 
application shall immediately take steps to 
ensure that final action is taken on the ap-
plication not later than 15 days after the 
date of the receipt of the notice. 

‘‘(C) PENDING APPLICATION REPORT.—The 
district office shall report to the State office 
of the Farm Service Agency on each applica-
tion for an operating loan or loan guarantee 
that is pending more than 45 days after re-
ceipt, and the reasons for which the applica-
tion is pending. 

‘‘(D) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Each month, 
the Secretary shall notify the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate, on a State- 
by-State basis, as to each application for an 
operating loan or loan guarantee on which 
final action had not been taken within 60 
calendar days after receipt by the Secretary, 
and the reasons for which final action had 
not been taken. 

‘‘(3) DISAPPROVALS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If an application for a 

loan or loan guarantee under this subtitle is 
disapproved by the Secretary, the Secretary 
shall state the reasons for the disapproval in 
the notice required under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) DISAPPROVAL DUE TO LACK OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-

graph (1), each application for a loan or loan 
guarantee under section 3601(e), or for a loan 
under section 3501(a) or 3502(a), that is to be 
disapproved by the Secretary solely because 
the Secretary lacks the funds necessary to 
make the loan or guarantee shall not be dis-
approved but shall be placed in pending sta-
tus. 

‘‘(ii) RECONSIDERATION.—The Secretary 
shall retain each pending application and re-
consider the application beginning on the 
date that sufficient funds become available. 

‘‘(iii) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 60 days 
after funds become available regarding each 
pending application, the Secretary shall no-
tify the applicant of the approval or dis-
approval of funding for the application. 

‘‘(4) APPROVALS ON APPEAL.—If an applica-
tion for a loan or loan guarantee under this 
subtitle is disapproved by the Secretary, but 
that action is subsequently reversed or re-
vised as the result of an appeal within the 
Department or to the courts of the United 
States and the application is returned to the 
Secretary for further consideration, the Sec-
retary shall act on the application and pro-
vide the applicant with notice of the action 
not later than 15 days after the date of re-
turn of the application to the Secretary. 

‘‘(5) PROVISION OF PROCEEDS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), if an application for a 
guaranteed loan under this subtitle is ap-
proved by the Secretary, the Secretary shall 
provide the loan proceeds to the applicant 
not later than 15 days (or such longer period 
as the applicant may approve) after the ap-
plication for the loan is approved by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(B) LACK OF FUNDS.—If the Secretary is 
unable to provide the loan proceeds to the 
applicant during the 15-day period described 
in subparagraph (A) because sufficient funds 
are not available to the Secretary for that 
purpose, the Secretary shall provide the loan 
proceeds to the applicant as soon as prac-
ticable (but in no event later than 15 days 
unless the applicant agrees to a longer pe-
riod) after sufficient funds for that purpose 
become available to the Secretary. 
‘‘SEC. 3407. GRADUATION OF BORROWERS. 

‘‘(a) GRADUATION OF SEASONED DIRECT 
LOAN BORROWERS TO THE LOAN GUARANTEE 
PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(1) REVIEW OF LOANS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, or a con-

tracting third party, shall annually review 
under section 3420 the loans of each seasoned 
direct loan borrower. 

‘‘(B) ASSISTANCE.—If, based on the review, 
it is determined that a borrower would be 
able to obtain a loan, guaranteed by the Sec-
retary, from a commercial or cooperative 
lender at reasonable rates and terms for 
loans for similar purposes and periods of 
time, the Secretary shall assist the borrower 
in applying for the commercial or coopera-
tive loan. 

‘‘(2) PROSPECTUS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with sec-

tion 3422, the Secretary shall prepare a pro-
spectus on each seasoned direct loan bor-
rower determined eligible to obtain a guar-
anteed loan. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The prospectus shall 
contain a description of the amounts of the 
loan guarantee and interest assistance that 
the Secretary will provide to the seasoned 
direct loan borrower to enable the seasoned 
direct loan borrower to carry out a finan-
cially viable farming plan if a guaranteed 
loan is made. 

‘‘(3) VERIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide a prospectus of a seasoned direct loan 
borrower to each approved lender whose 
lending area includes the location of the sea-
soned direct loan borrower. 

‘‘(B) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall 
notify each borrower of a loan that a pro-
spectus has been provided to a lender under 
subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) CREDIT EXTENDED.—If the Secretary 
receives an offer from an approved lender to 
extend credit to the seasoned direct loan bor-
rower under terms and conditions contained 
in the prospectus, the seasoned direct loan 
borrower shall not be eligible for a loan from 
the Secretary under chapter 1 or 2, except as 
otherwise provided in this section. 

‘‘(4) INSUFFICIENT ASSISTANCE OR OFFERS.— 
If the Secretary is unable to provide loan 
guarantees and, if necessary, interest assist-
ance to the seasoned direct loan borrower 
under this section in amounts sufficient to 
enable the seasoned direct loan borrower to 
borrow from commercial sources the amount 
required to carry out a financially viable 
farming plan, or if the Secretary does not re-
ceive an offer from an approved lender to ex-
tend credit to a seasoned direct loan bor-
rower under the terms and conditions con-
tained in the prospectus, the Secretary shall 
make a loan to the seasoned direct loan bor-
rower under chapter 1 or 2, whichever is ap-
plicable. 

‘‘(5) INTEREST RATE REDUCTIONS.—To the 
extent necessary for the borrower to obtain 
a loan, guaranteed by the Secretary, from a 
commercial or cooperative lender, the Sec-
retary shall provide interest rate reductions 
as provided for under section 3413. 

‘‘(b) TRANSITION TO PRIVATE COMMERCIAL 
OR OTHER SOURCES OF CREDIT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In making an operating 
or ownership loan, the Secretary shall estab-
lish a plan and promulgate regulations (in-
cluding performance criteria) that promote 
the goal of transitioning borrowers to pri-
vate commercial credit and other sources of 
credit in the shortest period of time prac-
ticable. 

‘‘(2) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary shall integrate and co-
ordinate the transition policy described in 
subsection (a) with— 

‘‘(A) the borrower training program estab-
lished by section 3419; 

‘‘(B) the loan assessment process estab-
lished by section 3420; 

‘‘(C) the supervised credit requirement es-
tablished by section 3421; 

‘‘(D) the market placement program estab-
lished by section 3422; and 

‘‘(E) other appropriate programs and au-
thorities, as determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) GRADUATION OF BORROWERS WITH OP-
ERATING LOANS OR GUARANTEES TO PRIVATE 
COMMERCIAL CREDIT.—The Secretary shall 
establish a plan, in coordination with activi-
ties under sections 3419 through 3422, to en-
courage each borrower with an outstanding 
loan under this chapter, or with respect to 
whom there is an outstanding guarantee 
under this chapter, to graduate to private 
commercial or other sources of credit. 

‘‘SEC. 3408. DEBT ADJUSTMENT AND CREDIT 
COUNSELING. 

‘‘In carrying out this subtitle, the Sec-
retary may— 

‘‘(1) provide voluntary debt adjustment as-
sistance between— 

‘‘(A) farmers; and 
‘‘(B) the creditors of the farmers; 
‘‘(2) cooperate with State, territorial, and 

local agencies and committees engaged in 
the debt adjustment; and 

‘‘(3) give credit counseling. 

‘‘SEC. 3409. SECURITY SERVICING. 

‘‘(a) SALE OF PROPERTY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to this sub-

section and subsection (e)(1), the Secretary 
shall offer to sell real property that is ac-
quired by the Secretary under this subtitle 
using the following order and method of sale: 

‘‘(A) ADVERTISEMENT.—Not later than 15 
days after acquiring real property, the Sec-
retary shall publicly advertise the property 
for sale. 

‘‘(B) QUALIFIED BEGINNING FARMER.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 135 days 

after acquiring real property, the Secretary 
shall offer to sell the property to a qualified 
beginning farmer or a socially disadvantaged 
farmer at current market value based on a 
current appraisal. 
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‘‘(ii) RANDOM SELECTION.—If more than 1 

qualified beginning farmer or socially dis-
advantaged farmer offers to purchase the 
property, the Secretary shall select between 
the qualified applicants on a random basis. 

‘‘(iii) APPEAL OF RANDOM SELECTION.—A 
random selection or denial by the Secretary 
of a qualified beginning farmer or a socially 
disadvantaged farmer for farm inventory 
property under this subparagraph shall be 
final and not administratively appealable. 

‘‘(C) PUBLIC SALE.—If no acceptable offer is 
received from a qualified beginning farmer 
or a socially disadvantaged farmer under 
subparagraph (B) not later than 135 days 
after acquiring the real property, the Sec-
retary shall, not later than 30 days after the 
135-day period, sell the property after public 
notice at a public sale, and, if no acceptable 
bid is received, by negotiated sale, at the 
best price obtainable. 

‘‘(2) INTEREST.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), any conveyance of real property under 
this subsection shall include all of the inter-
est of the United States in the property, in-
cluding mineral rights. 

‘‘(B) CONSERVATION.—The Secretary may 
for conservation purposes grant or sell an 
easement, restriction, development right, or 
similar legal right to real property to a 
State, a political subdivision of a State, or a 
private nonprofit organization separately 
from the underlying fee or other rights to 
the property owned by the United States. 

‘‘(3) OTHER LAW.—Subtitle I of title 40, 
United States Code, and title III of the Fed-
eral Property and Administrative Services 
Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C. 251 et seq.) shall not 
apply to any exercise of authority under this 
subtitle. 

‘‘(4) LEASE OF PROPERTY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Secretary may not lease any real 
property acquired under this subtitle. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.— 
‘‘(i) QUALIFIED BEGINNING FARMER OR SO-

CIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMER.—The Sec-
retary may lease or contract to sell to a 
qualified beginning farmer or a socially dis-
advantaged farmer a farm acquired by the 
Secretary under this subtitle if the qualified 
beginning farmer qualifies for a credit sale 
or direct farm ownership loan under chapter 
1 but credit sale authority for loans or direct 
farm ownership loan funds, respectively, are 
not available. 

‘‘(ii) TERM.—The term of a lease or con-
tract to sell to a qualified beginning farmer 
or a socially disadvantaged farmer under 
clause (i) shall be until the earlier of— 

‘‘(I) the date that is 18 months after the 
date of the lease or sale; or 

‘‘(II) the date that direct farm ownership 
loan funds or credit sale authority for loans 
becomes available to the qualified beginning 
farmer or socially disadvantaged farmer. 

‘‘(iii) INCOME-PRODUCING CAPABILITY.—In 
determining the rental rate on real property 
leased under this subparagraph, the Sec-
retary shall consider the income-producing 
capability of the property during the term 
that the property is leased. 

‘‘(5) EXPEDITED DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—On the request of an ap-

plicant, not later than 30 days after denial of 
the application, the appropriate State direc-
tor shall provide an expedited review and de-
termination of whether the applicant is a 
qualified beginning farmer or a socially dis-
advantaged farmer for the purpose of acquir-
ing farm inventory property. 

‘‘(B) APPEAL.—The determination of a 
State Director under subparagraph (A) shall 
be final and not administratively appealable. 

‘‘(C) EFFECTS OF DETERMINATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

maintain statistical data on the number and 

results of determinations made under sub-
paragraph (A) and the effect of the deter-
minations on— 

‘‘(I) selling farm inventory property to 
qualified beginning farmers or socially dis-
advantaged farmers; and 

‘‘(II) disposing of real property in inven-
tory. 

‘‘(ii) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall 
notify the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of 
the Senate if the Secretary determines that 
the review process under subparagraph (A) is 
adversely affecting the selling of farm inven-
tory property to qualified beginning farmers 
or socially disadvantaged farmers or the dis-
posing of real property in inventory. 

‘‘(b) ROAD AND UTILITY EASEMENTS AND 
CONDEMNATIONS.—In the case of any real 
property administered under this subtitle, 
the Secretary may grant or sell easements or 
rights-of-way for roads, utilities, and other 
appurtenances that are not inconsistent with 
the public interest. 

‘‘(c) SALE OR LEASE OF FARMLAND.— 
‘‘(1) DISPOSITION OF REAL PROPERTY ON IN-

DIAN RESERVATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) DEFINITION OF INDIAN RESERVATION.— 

In this paragraph, the term ‘Indian reserva-
tion’ means— 

‘‘(i) all land located within the limits of 
any Indian reservation under the jurisdiction 
of the United States, notwithstanding the 
issuance of any patent, and, including any 
right-of-way running through the reserva-
tion; 

‘‘(ii) trust or restricted land located within 
the boundaries of a former reservation of an 
Indian tribe in the State of Oklahoma; or 

‘‘(iii) all Indian allotments the Indian ti-
tles to which have not been extinguished if 
the allotments are subject to the jurisdiction 
of an Indian tribe. 

‘‘(B) DISPOSITION.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (3), the Secretary shall dispose of 
or administer the property as provided in 
this paragraph when— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary acquires property under 
this subtitle that is located within an Indian 
reservation; and 

‘‘(ii) the borrower-owner is the Indian tribe 
that has jurisdiction over the reservation in 
which the real property is located or the bor-
rower-owner is a member of the Indian tribe; 

‘‘(C) PRIORITY.—Not later than 90 days 
after acquiring the property, the Secretary 
shall afford an opportunity to purchase or 
lease the real property in accordance with 
the order of priority established under sub-
paragraph (D) to the Indian tribe having ju-
risdiction over the Indian reservation within 
which the real property is located or, if no 
order of priority is established by the Indian 
tribe under subparagraph (D), in the fol-
lowing order: 

‘‘(i) An Indian member of the Indian tribe 
that has jurisdiction over the reservation 
within which the real property is located. 

‘‘(ii) An Indian corporate entity. 
‘‘(iii) The Indian tribe. 
‘‘(D) REVISION OF PRIORITY AND RESTRICTION 

OF ELIGIBILITY.—The governing body of any 
Indian tribe having jurisdiction over an In-
dian reservation may revise the order of pri-
ority provided in subparagraph (C) under 
which land located within the reservation 
shall be offered for purchase or lease by the 
Secretary under subparagraph (C) and may 
restrict the eligibility for the purchase or 
lease to— 

‘‘(i) persons who are members of the Indian 
tribe; 

‘‘(ii) Indian corporate entities that are au-
thorized by the Indian tribe to lease or pur-
chase land within the boundaries of the res-
ervation; or 

‘‘(iii) the Indian tribe itself. 

‘‘(E) TRANSFER OF PROPERTY TO SECRETARY 
OF THE INTERIOR.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If real property described 
in subparagraph (B) is not purchased or 
leased under subparagraph (C) and the Indian 
tribe having jurisdiction over the reserva-
tion within which the real property is lo-
cated is unable to purchase or lease the real 
property, the Secretary shall transfer the 
real property to the Secretary of the Interior 
who shall administer the real property as if 
the real property were held in trust by the 
United States for the benefit of the Indian 
tribe. 

‘‘(ii) USE OF RENTAL INCOME.—From the 
rental income derived from the lease of the 
transferred real property, and all other in-
come generated from the transferred real 
property, the Secretary of the Interior shall 
pay the State, county, municipal, or other 
local taxes to which the transferred real 
property was subject at the time of acquisi-
tion by the Secretary, until the earlier of— 

‘‘(I) the expiration of the 4-year period be-
ginning on the date on which the real prop-
erty is so transferred; or 

‘‘(II) such time as the land is transferred 
into trust pursuant to subparagraph (H). 

‘‘(F) RESPONSIBILITIES OF SECRETARIES.—If 
any real property is transferred to the Sec-
retary of the Interior under subparagraph 
(E)— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary of Agriculture shall have 
no further responsibility under this subtitle 
for— 

‘‘(I) collection of any amounts with regard 
to the farm program loan that had been se-
cured by the real property; 

‘‘(II) any lien arising out of the loan trans-
action; or 

‘‘(III) repayment of any amount with re-
gard to the loan transaction or lien to the 
Treasury of the United States; and 

‘‘(ii) the Secretary of the Interior shall 
succeed to all right, title, and interest of the 
Secretary of Agriculture in the real estate 
arising from the farm program loan trans-
action, including the obligation to remit to 
the Treasury of the United States, in repay-
ment of the original loan, the amounts pro-
vided in subparagraph (G). 

‘‘(G) USE OF INCOME.—After the payment of 
any taxes that are required to be paid under 
subparagraph (E)(ii), all remaining rental in-
come derived from the lease of the real prop-
erty transferred to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior under subparagraph (E)(i), and all other 
income generated from the real property 
transferred to the Secretary of the Interior 
under that subparagraph, shall be deposited 
as miscellaneous receipts in the Treasury of 
the United States until the amount depos-
ited is equal to the lesser of— 

‘‘(i) the amount of the outstanding lien of 
the United States against the real property, 
as of the date the real property was acquired 
by the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) the fair market value of the real prop-
erty, as of the date of the transfer to the 
Secretary of the Interior; or 

‘‘(iii) the capitalized value of the real prop-
erty, as of the date of the transfer to the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

‘‘(H) HOLDING OF TITLE IN TRUST.—If the 
total amount that is required to be deposited 
under subparagraph (G) with respect to any 
real property has been deposited into the 
Treasury of the United States, title to the 
real property shall be held in trust by the 
United States for the benefit of the Indian 
tribe having jurisdiction over the Indian res-
ervation within which the real property is 
located. 

‘‘(I) PAYMENT OF REMAINING LIEN OR FAIR 
MARKET VALUE OF PROPERTY.— 
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‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other subparagraph of this paragraph, the In-
dian tribe having jurisdiction over the In-
dian reservation within which the real prop-
erty described in subparagraph (B) is located 
may, at any time after the real property has 
been transferred to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior under subparagraph (E), offer to pay the 
remaining amount on the lien or the fair 
market value of the real property, whichever 
is less. 

‘‘(ii) EFFECT OF PAYMENT.—On payment of 
the amount, title to the real property shall 
be held by the United States in trust for the 
tribe and the trust or restricted land that 
has been acquired by the Secretary under 
foreclosure or voluntary transfer under a 
loan made or insured under this subtitle and 
transferred to an Indian person, entity, or 
tribe under this paragraph shall be consid-
ered to have never lost trust or restricted 
status. 

‘‘(J) APPLICABILITY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—This paragraph shall 

apply to all land in the land inventory estab-
lished under this subtitle (as of November 28, 
1990) that was (immediately prior to the 
date) owned by an Indian borrower-owner de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) and that is situ-
ated within an Indian reservation, regardless 
of the date of foreclosure or acquisition by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE OR LEASE.— 
The Secretary shall afford an opportunity to 
an Indian person, entity, or tribe to purchase 
or lease the real property as provided in sub-
paragraph (C). 

‘‘(iii) TRANSFER.—If the right is not exer-
cised or no expression of intent to exercise 
the right is received within 180 days after 
November 28, 1990, the Secretary shall trans-
fer the real property to the Secretary of the 
Interior as provided in subparagraph (E). 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL RIGHTS.—The rights pro-
vided in this subsection shall be in addition 
to any right of first refusal under the law of 
the State in which the property is located. 

‘‘(3) DISPOSITION OF REAL PROPERTY ON IN-
DIAN RESERVATIONS AFTER PROCEDURES EX-
HAUSTED.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall dis-
pose of or administer real property described 
in paragraph (1)(B) only as provided in para-
graph (1), as modified by this paragraph, if— 

‘‘(i) the real property described in para-
graph (1)(B) is located within an Indian res-
ervation; 

‘‘(ii) the borrower-owner is an Indian tribe 
that has jurisdiction over the reservation in 
which the real property is located or the bor-
rower-owner is a member of an Indian tribe; 

‘‘(iii) the borrower-owner has obtained a 
loan made or guaranteed under this subtitle; 
and 

‘‘(iv) the borrower-owner and the Secretary 
have exhausted all of the procedures pro-
vided for in this subtitle to permit a bor-
rower-owner to retain title to the real prop-
erty, so that it is necessary for the borrower- 
owner to relinquish title. 

‘‘(B) NOTICE OF RIGHT TO CONVEY PROP-
ERTY.—The Secretary shall provide the bor-
rower-owner of real property that is de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) with written no-
tice of— 

‘‘(i) the right of the borrower-owner to vol-
untarily convey the real property to the Sec-
retary; and 

‘‘(ii) the fact that real property so con-
veyed will be placed in the inventory of the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(C) NOTICE OF RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS.— 
The Secretary shall provide the borrower- 
owner of the real property with written no-
tice of the rights and protections provided 
under this subtitle to the borrower-owner, 
and the Indian tribe that has jurisdiction 
over the reservation in which the real prop-

erty is located, from foreclosure or liquida-
tion of the real property, including written 
notice— 

‘‘(i) of paragraph (1), this paragraph, and 
subsection (e)(3); 

‘‘(ii) if the borrower-owner does not volun-
tarily convey the real property to the Sec-
retary, that— 

‘‘(I) the Secretary may foreclose on the 
property; 

‘‘(II) in the event of foreclosure, the prop-
erty will be offered for sale; 

‘‘(III) the Secretary shall offer a bid for the 
property that is equal to the fair market 
value of the property or the outstanding 
principal and interest of the loan, whichever 
is higher; 

‘‘(IV) the property may be purchased by 
another party; and 

‘‘(V) if the property is purchased by an-
other party, the property will not be placed 
in the inventory of the Secretary and the 
borrower-owner will forfeit the rights and 
protections provided under this subtitle; and 

‘‘(iii) of the opportunity of the borrower- 
owner to consult with the Indian tribe that 
has jurisdiction over the reservation in 
which the real property is located or counsel 
to determine if State or tribal law provides 
rights and protections that are more bene-
ficial than the rights and protections pro-
vided the borrower-owner under this sub-
title. 

‘‘(D) ACCEPTANCE OF VOLUNTARY CONVEY-
ANCE.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
clause (ii), the Secretary shall accept the 
voluntary conveyance of real property de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(ii) HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES.—If a haz-
ardous substance (as defined in section 
101(14) of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601(14))) is located on the 
property and the Secretary takes remedial 
action to protect human health or the envi-
ronment if the property is taken into inven-
tory, the Secretary shall accept the vol-
untary conveyance of the property only if 
the Secretary determines that the convey-
ance is in the best interests of the Federal 
Government. 

‘‘(E) FORECLOSURE PROCEDURES.— 
‘‘(i) NOTICE TO BORROWER.—If an Indian 

borrower-owner does not voluntarily convey 
to the Secretary real property described in 
subparagraph (A), not less than 30 days be-
fore a foreclosure sale of the property, the 
Secretary shall provide the Indian borrower- 
owner with the option of— 

‘‘(I) requiring the Secretary to assign the 
loan and security instruments to the Sec-
retary of the Interior, if the Secretary of the 
Interior agrees to an assignment releasing 
the Secretary of Agriculture from all further 
responsibility for collection of any amounts 
with regard to the loan secured by the real 
property; or 

‘‘(II) requiring the Secretary to assign the 
loan and security instruments to the tribe 
having jurisdiction over the reservation in 
which the real property is located, if the 
tribe agrees to assume the loan under the 
terms specified in clause (iii). 

‘‘(ii) NOTICE TO TRIBE.—If an Indian bor-
rower-owner does not voluntarily convey to 
the Secretary real property described in sub-
paragraph (A), not less than 30 days before a 
foreclosure sale of the property, the Sec-
retary shall provide written notice to the In-
dian tribe that has jurisdiction over the res-
ervation in which the real property is lo-
cated of— 

‘‘(I) the sale; 
‘‘(II) the fair market value of the property; 

and 
‘‘(III) the requirements of this paragraph. 

‘‘(iii) ASSUMED LOANS.—If an Indian tribe 
assumes a loan under clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) the Secretary shall not foreclose the 
loan because of any default that occurred 
prior to the date of the assumption; 

‘‘(II) the loan shall be for the lesser of the 
outstanding principal and interest of the 
loan or the fair market value of the prop-
erty; and 

‘‘(III) the loan shall be treated as though 
the loan was made under Public Law 91–229 
(25 U.S.C. 488 et seq.). 

‘‘(F) AMOUNT OF BID BY SECRETARY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), at a foreclosure sale of real prop-
erty described in subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary shall offer a bid for the property that 
is equal to the higher of— 

‘‘(I) the fair market value of the property; 
or 

‘‘(II) the outstanding principal and interest 
on the loan. 

‘‘(ii) HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES.—If a haz-
ardous substance (as defined in section 
101(14) of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601(14))) is located on the 
property and the Secretary takes remedial 
action to protect human health or the envi-
ronment if the property is taken into inven-
tory, clause (i) shall apply only if the Sec-
retary determines that bidding is in the best 
interests of the Federal Government. 

‘‘(4) DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON VALUE OF 
AREA FARMLAND.—The Secretary shall not 
offer for sale or sell any farmland referred to 
in paragraphs (1) through (3) if placing the 
farmland on the market will have a detri-
mental effect on the value of farmland in the 
area. 

‘‘(5) INSTALLMENT SALES AND MULTIPLE OP-
ERATORS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may sell 
farmland administered under this subtitle 
through an installment sale or similar device 
that contains such terms as the Secretary 
considers necessary to protect the invest-
ment of the Federal Government in the land. 

‘‘(B) SALE OF CONTRACT.—The Secretary 
may subsequently sell any contract entered 
into to carry out subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(6) HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND.—In the case of 
farmland administered under this subtitle 
that is highly erodible land (as defined in 
section 1201 of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3801)), the Secretary may require 
the use of specified conservation practices on 
the land as a condition of the sale or lease of 
the land. 

‘‘(7) NO EFFECT ON ACREAGE ALLOTMENTS, 
MARKETING QUOTAS, OR ACREAGE BASES.—Not-
withstanding any other law, compliance by 
the Secretary with this subsection shall not 
cause any acreage allotment, marketing 
quota, or acreage base assigned to the prop-
erty to lapse, terminate, be reduced, or oth-
erwise be adversely affected. 

‘‘(8) NO PREEMPTION OF STATE LAW.—If a 
conflict exists between any provision of this 
subsection and any provision of the law of 
any State providing a right of first refusal to 
the owner of farmland or the operator of a 
farm before the sale or lease of land to any 
other person, the provision of State law shall 
prevail. 

‘‘(d) RELEASE OF NORMAL INCOME SECU-
RITY.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITION OF NORMAL INCOME SECU-
RITY.—In this subsection: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), the term ‘normal income 
security’ means all security not considered 
basic security, including crops, livestock, 
poultry products, Farm Service Agency pay-
ments and Commodity Credit Corporation 
payments, and other property covered by 
Farm Service Agency liens that is sold in 
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conjunction with the operation of a farm or 
other business. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The term ‘normal in-
come security’ does not include any equip-
ment (including fixtures in States that have 
adopted the Uniform Commercial Code), or 
foundation herd or flock, that is— 

‘‘(i) the basis of the farming or other oper-
ation; and 

‘‘(ii) the basic security for a farmer pro-
gram loan. 

‘‘(2) GENERAL RELEASE.—The Secretary 
shall release from the normal income secu-
rity provided for a loan an amount sufficient 
to pay for the essential household and farm 
operating expenses of the borrower, until 
such time as the Secretary accelerates the 
loan. 

‘‘(3) NOTICE OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
AND RIGHTS.—If a borrower is required to 
plan for or to report as to how proceeds from 
the sale of collateral property will be used, 
the Secretary shall notify the borrower of— 

‘‘(A) the requirement; and 
‘‘(B) the right to the release of funds under 

this subsection and the means by which a re-
quest for the funds may be made. 

‘‘(e) EASEMENTS ON INVENTORIED PROP-
ERTY.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 
in the disposal of real property under this 
section, the Secretary shall establish per-
petual wetland conservation easements to 
protect and restore wetland or converted 
wetland that exists on inventoried property. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not 
establish a wetland conservation easement 
on an inventoried property that— 

‘‘(A) was cropland on the date the property 
entered the inventory of the Secretary; or 

‘‘(B) was used for farming at any time dur-
ing the period— 

‘‘(i) beginning on the date that is 5 years 
before the property entered the inventory of 
the Secretary; and 

‘‘(ii) ending on the date on which the prop-
erty entered the inventory of the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall 
provide prior written notification to a bor-
rower considering homestead retention that 
a wetland conservation easement may be 
placed on land for which the borrower is ne-
gotiating a lease option. 

‘‘(4) APPRAISED VALUE.—The appraised 
value of the farm shall reflect the value of 
the land due to the placement of wetland 
conservation easements. 
‘‘SEC. 3410. CONTRACTS ON LOAN SECURITY 

PROPERTIES. 
‘‘(a) CONTRACTS ON LOAN SECURITY PROP-

ERTIES.—Subject to subsection (b), the Sec-
retary may enter into a contract related to 
real property for conservation, recreation, or 
wildlife purposes. 

‘‘(b) LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary may 
enter into a contract under subsection (a) 
if— 

‘‘(1) the property is wetland, upland, or 
highly erodible land; 

‘‘(2) the property is determined by the Sec-
retary to be suitable for the purpose in-
volved; and 

‘‘(3)(A) the property secures a loan made 
under a law administered and held by the 
Secretary; and 

‘‘(B) the contract would better enable a 
qualified borrower to repay the loan in a 
timely manner, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The terms 
and conditions specified in a contract under 
subsection (a) shall— 

‘‘(1) specify the purposes for which the real 
property may be used; 

‘‘(2) identify any conservation measure to 
be taken, and any recreational and wildlife 
use to be allowed, with respect to the real 
property; and 

‘‘(3) require the owner to permit the Sec-
retary, and any person or governmental enti-
ty designated by the Secretary, to have ac-
cess to the real property for the purpose of 
monitoring compliance with the contract. 

‘‘(d) REDUCTION OR FORGIVENESS OF DEBT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to this section, 

the Secretary may reduce or forgive the out-
standing debt of a borrower— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a borrower to whom the 
Secretary has made an outstanding loan 
under a law administered by the Secretary, 
by canceling that part of the aggregate 
amount of the outstanding loan that bears 
the same ratio to the aggregate amount as— 

‘‘(i) the number of acres of the real prop-
erty of the borrower that are subject to the 
contract; bears to 

‘‘(ii) the aggregate number of acres secur-
ing the loan; or 

‘‘(B) in any other case, by treating as pre-
paid that part of the principal amount of a 
new loan to the borrower issued and held by 
the Secretary under a law administered by 
the Secretary that bears the same ratio to 
the principal amount as— 

‘‘(i) the number of acres of the real prop-
erty of the borrower that are subject to the 
contract; bears to 

‘‘(ii) the aggregate number of acres secur-
ing the new loan. 

‘‘(2) MAXIMUM CANCELED AMOUNT.—The 
amount canceled or treated as prepaid under 
paragraph (1) shall not exceed— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a delinquent loan, the 
greater of— 

‘‘(i) the value of the land on which the con-
tract is entered into; or 

‘‘(ii) the difference between— 
‘‘(I) the amount of the outstanding loan se-

cured by the land; and 
‘‘(II) the value of the land; or 
‘‘(B) in the case of a nondelinquent loan, 33 

percent of the amount of the loan secured by 
the land. 

‘‘(e) CONSULTATION WITH FISH AND WILD-
LIFE SERVICE.—If the Secretary uses the au-
thority provided by this section, the Sec-
retary shall consult with the Director of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service for the purposes 
of— 

‘‘(1) selecting real property in which the 
Secretary may enter into a contract under 
this section; 

‘‘(2) formulating the terms and conditions 
of the contract; and 

‘‘(3) enforcing the contract. 
‘‘(f) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary, and 

any person or governmental entity (includ-
ing an agency of the Federal Government) 
designated by the Secretary, may enforce a 
contract entered into by the Secretary under 
this section. 
‘‘SEC. 3411. DEBT RESTRUCTURING AND LOAN 

SERVICING. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

modify a delinquent farmer program loan 
made under this subtitle, or purchased from 
the lender or the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation under section 3902, to the max-
imum extent practicable— 

‘‘(1) to avoid a loss to the Secretary on the 
loan, with priority consideration being 
placed on writing-down the loan principal 
and interest (subject to subsections (d) and 
(e)), and debt set-aside (subject to subsection 
(e)), to facilitate keeping the borrower on 
the farm, or otherwise through the use of 
primary loan service programs under this 
section; and 

‘‘(2) to ensure that a borrower is able to 
continue farming operations. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to obtain 
assistance under subsection (a)— 

‘‘(1) the delinquency shall be due to a cir-
cumstance beyond the control of the bor-
rower, as defined in regulations issued by the 
Secretary, except that the regulations shall 

require that, if the value of the assets cal-
culated under subsection (c)(2)(A)(ii) that 
may be realized through liquidation or other 
methods would produce enough income to 
make the delinquent loan current, the bor-
rower shall not be eligible for assistance 
under subsection (a); 

‘‘(2) the borrower shall have acted in good 
faith with the Secretary in connection with 
the loan as defined in regulations issued by 
the Secretary; 

‘‘(3) the borrower shall present a prelimi-
nary plan to the Secretary that contains rea-
sonable assumptions that demonstrate that 
the borrower will be able— 

‘‘(A) to meet the necessary family living 
and farm operating expenses of the borrower; 
and 

‘‘(B) to service all debts of the borrower, 
including restructured loans; and 

‘‘(4) the loan, if restructured, shall result 
in a net recovery to the Federal Govern-
ment, during the term of the loan as restruc-
tured, that would be more than or equal to 
the net recovery to the Federal Government 
from an involuntary liquidation or fore-
closure on the property securing the loan. 

‘‘(c) RESTRUCTURING DETERMINATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) DETERMINATION OF NET RECOVERY.—In 

determining the net recovery from the invol-
untary liquidation of a loan under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall calculate— 

‘‘(A) the recovery value of the collateral 
securing the loan, in accordance with para-
graph (2); and 

‘‘(B) the value of the restructured loan, in 
accordance with paragraph (3). 

‘‘(2) RECOVERY VALUE.—For the purpose of 
paragraph (1), the recovery value of the col-
lateral securing the loan shall be based on 
the difference between— 

‘‘(A)(i) the amount of the current appraised 
value of the interests of the borrower in the 
property securing the loan; and 

‘‘(ii) the value of the interests of the bor-
rower in all other assets that are— 

‘‘(I) not essential for necessary family liv-
ing expenses; 

‘‘(II) not essential to the operation of the 
farm; and 

‘‘(III) not exempt from judgment creditors 
or in a bankruptcy action under Federal or 
State law; 

‘‘(B) the estimated administrative, attor-
ney, and other expenses associated with the 
liquidation and disposition of the loan and 
collateral, including— 

‘‘(i) the payment of prior liens; 
‘‘(ii) taxes and assessments, depreciation, 

management costs, the yearly percentage de-
crease or increase in the value of the prop-
erty, and lost interest income, each cal-
culated for the average holding period for 
the type of property involved; 

‘‘(iii) resale expenses, such as repairs, com-
missions, and advertising; and 

‘‘(iv) other administrative and attorney 
costs; and 

‘‘(C) the value, as determined by the Sec-
retary, of any property not included in sub-
paragraph (A)(i) if the property is specified 
in any security agreement with respect to 
the loan and the Secretary determines that 
the value of the property should be included 
for purposes of this section. 

‘‘(3) VALUE OF THE RESTRUCTURED LOAN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of para-

graph (1), the value of the restructured loan 
shall be based on the present value of pay-
ments that the borrower would make to the 
Federal Government if the terms of the loan 
were modified under any combination of pri-
mary loan service programs to ensure that 
the borrower is able to meet the obligations 
and continue farming operations. 

‘‘(B) PRESENT VALUE.—For the purpose of 
calculating the present value referred to in 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall use a 
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discount rate of not more than the current 
rate at the time of the calculation of 90-day 
Treasury bills. 

‘‘(C) CASH FLOW MARGIN.—For the purpose 
of assessing under subparagraph (A) the abil-
ity of a borrower to meet debt obligations 
and continue farming operations, the Sec-
retary shall assume that the borrower needs 
up to 110 percent of the amount indicated for 
payment of farm operating expenses, debt 
service obligations, and family living ex-
penses. 

‘‘(4) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 90 days 
after receipt of a written request for restruc-
turing from the borrower, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(A) make the calculations specified in 
paragraphs (2) and (3); 

‘‘(B) notify the borrower in writing of the 
results of the calculations; and 

‘‘(C) provide documentation for the cal-
culations. 

‘‘(5) RESTRUCTURING OF LOANS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the value of a restruc-

tured loan is greater than or equal to the re-
covery value of the collateral securing the 
loan, not later than 45 days after notifying 
the borrower under paragraph (4), the Sec-
retary shall offer to restructure the loan ob-
ligations of the borrower under this subtitle 
through primary loan service programs that 
would enable the borrower to meet the obli-
gations (as modified) under the loan and to 
continue the farming operations of the bor-
rower. 

‘‘(B) RESTRUCTURING.—If the borrower ac-
cepts an offer under subparagraph (A), not 
later than 45 days after receipt of notice of 
acceptance, the Secretary shall restructure 
the loan accordingly. 

‘‘(6) TERMINATION OF LOAN OBLIGATIONS.— 
The obligations of a borrower to the Sec-
retary under a loan shall terminate if— 

‘‘(A) the borrower satisfies the require-
ments of paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection 
(b); 

‘‘(B) the value of the restructured loan is 
less than the recovery value; and 

‘‘(C) not later than 90 days after receipt of 
the notification described in paragraph 
(4)(B), the borrower pays (or obtains third- 
party financing to pay) the Secretary an 
amount equal to the current market value. 

‘‘(7) NEGOTIATION OF APPRAISAL.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In making a determina-

tion concerning restructuring under this 
subsection, the Secretary, at the request of 
the borrower, shall enter into negotiations 
with the borrower concerning appraisals re-
quired under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) INDEPENDENT APPRAISAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If the borrower, based on 

a separate current appraisal, objects to the 
decision of the Secretary regarding an ap-
praisal, the borrower and the Secretary shall 
mutually agree, to the extent practicable, on 
an independent appraiser who shall conduct 
another appraisal of the property of the bor-
rower. 

‘‘(ii) VALUE OF FINAL APPRAISAL.—The av-
erage of the 2 appraisals under clause (i) that 
are closest in value shall become the final 
appraisal under this paragraph. 

‘‘(iii) COST OF APPRAISAL.—The borrower 
and the Secretary shall each pay 1⁄2 of the 
cost of any independent appraisal. 

‘‘(d) PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST WRITE- 
DOWN.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) PRIORITY CONSIDERATION.—In selecting 

the restructuring alternatives to be used in 
the case of a borrower who has requested re-
structuring under this section, the Secretary 
shall give priority consideration to the use 
of a principal and interest write-down if 
other creditors of the borrower (other than 
any creditor who is fully collateralized) rep-
resenting a substantial portion of the total 

debt of the borrower held by the creditors of 
the borrower, agree to participate in the de-
velopment of the restructuring plan or agree 
to participate in a State mediation program. 

‘‘(B) FAILURE OF CREDITORS TO AGREE.— 
Failure of creditors to agree to participate in 
the restructuring plan or mediation program 
shall not preclude the use of a principal and 
interest write-down by the Secretary if the 
Secretary determines that restructuring re-
sults in the least cost to the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) PARTICIPATION OF CREDITORS.—Before 
eliminating the option to use debt write- 
down in the case of a borrower, the Sec-
retary shall make a reasonable effort to con-
tact the creditors of the borrower, either di-
rectly or through the borrower, and encour-
age the creditors to participate with the Sec-
retary in the development of a restructuring 
plan for the borrower. 

‘‘(e) SHARED APPRECIATION ARRANGE-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of re-
structuring a loan in accordance with this 
section, the borrower of the loan may be re-
quired to enter into a shared appreciation ar-
rangement that requires the repayment of 
amounts written off or set aside. 

‘‘(2) TERMS.—A shared appreciation agree-
ment shall— 

‘‘(A) have a term not to exceed 10 years; 
and 

‘‘(B) provide for recapture based on the dif-
ference between the appraised values of the 
real security property at the time of restruc-
turing and at the time of recapture. 

‘‘(3) PERCENTAGE OF RECAPTURE.—The 
amount of the appreciation to be recaptured 
by the Secretary shall be— 

‘‘(A) 75 percent of the appreciation in the 
value of the real security property if the re-
capture occurs not later than 4 years after 
the date of restructuring; and 

‘‘(B) 50 percent if the recapture occurs dur-
ing the remainder of the term of the agree-
ment. 

‘‘(4) TIME OF RECAPTURE.—Recapture shall 
take place on the date that is the earliest 
of— 

‘‘(A) the end of the term of the agreement; 
‘‘(B) the conveyance of the real security 

property; 
‘‘(C) the repayment of the loans; or 
‘‘(D) the cessation of farming operations by 

the borrower. 
‘‘(5) TRANSFER OF TITLE.—Transfer of title 

to the spouse of a borrower on the death of 
the borrower shall not be treated as a con-
veyance for the purpose of paragraph (4). 

‘‘(6) NOTICE OF RECAPTURE.—Not later than 
12 months before the end of the term of a 
shared appreciation arrangement, the Sec-
retary shall notify the borrower involved of 
the provisions of the arrangement. 

‘‘(7) FINANCING OF RECAPTURE PAYMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may am-

ortize a recapture payment owed to the Sec-
retary under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) TERM.—The term of an amortization 
under this paragraph may not exceed 25 
years. 

‘‘(C) INTEREST RATE.—The interest rate ap-
plicable to an amortization under this para-
graph may not exceed the rate applicable to 
a loan to reacquire homestead property less 
100 basis points. 

‘‘(D) REAMORTIZATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may mod-

ify the amortization of a recapture payment 
referred to in subparagraph (A) of this para-
graph on which a payment has become delin-
quent if— 

‘‘(I) the default is due to circumstances be-
yond the control of the borrower; and 

‘‘(II) the borrower acted in good faith (as 
determined by the Secretary) in attempting 
to repay the recapture amount. 

‘‘(ii) LIMITATIONS.— 

‘‘(I) TERM OF REAMORTIZATION.—The term 
of a reamortization under this subparagraph 
may not exceed 25 years from the date of the 
original amortization agreement. 

‘‘(II) NO REDUCTION OR PRINCIPAL OR UNPAID 
INTEREST DUE.—A reamortization of a recap-
ture payment under this subparagraph may 
not provide for reducing the outstanding 
principal or unpaid interest due on the re-
capture payment. 

‘‘(f) INTEREST RATES.—Any loan for farm 
ownership purposes, farm operating pur-
poses, or disaster emergency purposes, that 
is deferred, consolidated, rescheduled, or re-
amortized shall, notwithstanding any other 
provision of this subtitle, bear interest on 
the balance of the original loan and for the 
term of the original loan at a rate that is the 
lowest of— 

‘‘(1) the rate of interest on the original 
loan; 

‘‘(2) the rate being charged by the Sec-
retary for loans, other than guaranteed 
loans, of the same type at the time at which 
the borrower applies for a deferral, consoli-
dation, rescheduling, or reamortization; or 

‘‘(3) the rate being charged by the Sec-
retary for loans, other than guaranteed 
loans, of the same type at the time of the de-
ferral, consolidation, rescheduling, or re-
amortization. 

‘‘(g) PERIOD AND EFFECT.— 
‘‘(1) PERIOD.—The Secretary may consoli-

date or reschedule outstanding loans for pay-
ment over a period not to exceed 7 years (or, 
in the case of loans for farm operating pur-
poses, 15 years) from the date of the consoli-
dation or rescheduling. 

‘‘(2) EFFECT.—The amount of unpaid prin-
cipal and interest of the prior loans so con-
solidated or rescheduled shall not create a 
new charge against any loan levels author-
ized by law. 

‘‘(h) PREREQUISITES TO FORECLOSURE OR 
LIQUIDATION.—No foreclosure or other simi-
lar action shall be taken to liquidate any 
loan determined to be ineligible for restruc-
turing by the Secretary under this section— 

‘‘(1) until the borrower has been given the 
opportunity to appeal the decision; and 

‘‘(2) if the borrower appeals, the appeals 
process has been completed, and a deter-
mination has been made that the loan is in-
eligible for restructuring. 

‘‘(i) NOTICE OF INELIGIBILITY FOR RESTRUC-
TURING.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A notice of ineligibility 
for restructuring shall be sent to the bor-
rower by registered or certified mail not 
later than 15 days after a determination of 
ineligibility. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—The notice required under 
paragraph (1) shall contain— 

‘‘(A) the determination and the reasons for 
the determination; 

‘‘(B) the computations used to make the 
determination, including the calculation of 
the recovery value of the collateral securing 
the loan; and 

‘‘(C) a statement of the right of the bor-
rower to appeal the decision to the appeals 
division, and to appear before a hearing offi-
cer. 

‘‘(j) INDEPENDENT APPRAISALS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An appeal may include a 

request by the borrower for an independent 
appraisal of any property securing the loan. 

‘‘(2) PROCESS FOR APPRAISAL.—On a request 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall 
present the borrower with a list of 3 apprais-
ers approved by the county supervisor, from 
which the borrower shall select an appraiser 
to conduct the appraisal. 

‘‘(3) COST.—The cost of an appraisal under 
this subsection shall be paid by the bor-
rower. 
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‘‘(4) RESULT.—The result of an appraisal 

under this subsection shall be considered in 
any final determination concerning the loan. 

‘‘(5) COPY.—A copy of any appraisal under 
this subsection shall be provided to the bor-
rower. 

‘‘(k) ONLY 1 WRITE-DOWN OR NET RECOVERY 
BUY-OUT PER BORROWER FOR A LOAN MADE 
AFTER JANUARY 6, 1988.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pro-
vide for each borrower not more than 1 
write-down or net recovery buy-out under 
this section with respect to all loans made to 
the borrower after January 6, 1988. 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULE.—For purposes of para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall treat any loan 
made on or before January 6, 1988, with re-
spect to which a restructuring, write-down, 
or net recovery buy-out is provided under 
this section after January 6, 1988, as a loan 
made after January 6, 1988. 

‘‘(l) LIQUIDATION OF ASSETS.—The Sec-
retary may not use the authority provided 
by this section to reduce or terminate any 
portion of the debt of the borrower that the 
borrower could pay through the liquidation 
of assets (or through the payment of the loan 
value of the assets, if the loan value is great-
er than the liquidation value) described in 
subsection (c)(2)(A)(ii). 

‘‘(m) LIFETIME LIMITATION ON DEBT FOR-
GIVENESS PER BORROWER.—The Secretary 
may provide each borrower not more than 
$300,000 in debt forgiveness under this sec-
tion. 
‘‘SEC. 3412. RELIEF FOR MOBILIZED MILITARY 

RESERVISTS FROM CERTAIN AGRI-
CULTURAL LOAN OBLIGATIONS. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF MOBILIZED MILITARY RE-
SERVIST.—In this section, the term ‘mobi-
lized military reservist’ means an individual 
who— 

‘‘(1) is on active duty under section 688, 
12301(a), 12301(g), 12302, 12304, 12306, or 12406, 
or chapter 15 of title 10, United States Code, 
or any other provision of law during a war or 
during a national emergency declared by the 
President or Congress, regardless of the loca-
tion at which the active duty service is per-
formed; or 

‘‘(2) in the case of a member of the Na-
tional Guard, is on full-time National Guard 
duty (as defined in section 101(d)(5) of title 
10, United States Code) under a call to active 
service authorized by the President or the 
Secretary of Defense for a period of more 
than 30 consecutive days under section 502(f) 
of title 32, United States Code, for purposes 
of responding to a national emergency de-
clared by the President and supported by 
Federal funds. 

‘‘(b) FORGIVENESS OF INTEREST PAYMENTS 
DUE WHILE BORROWER IS A MOBILIZED MILI-
TARY RESERVIST.—Any requirement that a 
borrower of a direct loan made under this 
subtitle make any interest payment on the 
loan that would otherwise be required to be 
made while the borrower is a mobilized mili-
tary reservist is rescinded. 

‘‘(c) DEFERRAL OF PRINCIPAL PAYMENTS 
DUE WHILE OR AFTER BORROWER IS A MOBI-
LIZED MILITARY RESERVIST.—The due date of 
any payment of principal on a direct loan 
made to a borrower under this subtitle that 
would otherwise be required to be made 
while or after the borrower is a mobilized 
military reservist is deferred for a period 
equal in length to the period for which the 
borrower is a mobilized military reservist. 

‘‘(d) NONACCRUAL OF INTEREST.—Interest on 
a direct loan made to a borrower described in 
this section shall not accrue during the pe-
riod the borrower is a mobilized military re-
servist. 

‘‘(e) BORROWER NOT CONSIDERED TO BE DE-
LINQUENT OR RECEIVING DEBT FORGIVENESS.— 
Notwithstanding section 3425 or any other 
provision of this title, a borrower who re-

ceives assistance under this section shall 
not, as a result of the assistance, be consid-
ered to be delinquent or receiving debt for-
giveness for purposes of receiving a direct or 
guaranteed loan under this subtitle. 
‘‘SEC. 3413. INTEREST RATE REDUCTION PRO-

GRAM. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The 

Secretary shall establish and carry out in ac-
cordance with this section an interest rate 
reduction program for any loan guaranteed 
under this subtitle. 

‘‘(b) ENTERING INTO CONTRACTS.—The Sec-
retary shall enter into a contract with, and 
make payments to, an institution to reduce, 
during the term of the contract, the interest 
rate paid by the borrower on the guaranteed 
loan if— 

‘‘(1) the borrower— 
‘‘(A) is unable to obtain credit elsewhere; 
‘‘(B) is unable to make payments on the 

loan in a timely manner; and 
‘‘(C) during the 24-month period beginning 

on the date on which the contract is entered 
into, has a total estimated cash income, in-
cluding all farm and nonfarm income, that 
will equal or exceed the total estimated cash 
expenses, including all farm and nonfarm ex-
penses, to be incurred by the borrower dur-
ing the period; and 

‘‘(2) during the term of the contract, the 
lender reduces the annual rate of interest 
payable on the loan by a minimum percent-
age specified in the contract. 

‘‘(c) PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

in return for a contract entered into by a 
lender under subsection (b) for the reduction 
of the interest rate paid on a loan, the Sec-
retary shall make payments to the lender in 
an amount equal to not more than 100 per-
cent of the cost of reducing the annual rate 
of interest payable on the loan. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—Payments under para-
graph (1) may not exceed the cost of reducing 
the rate by more than 400 basis points. 

‘‘(d) TERM.—The term of a contract entered 
into under this section to reduce the interest 
rate on a guaranteed loan may not exceed 
the outstanding term of the loan. 

‘‘(e) CONDITION ON FORECLOSURE.—Notwith-
standing any other law, any contract of 
guarantee on a farm loan entered into under 
this subtitle shall contain a condition that 
the lender of the loan may not initiate a 
foreclosure action on the loan until 60 days 
after a determination is made with respect 
to the eligibility of the borrower to partici-
pate in the program established under this 
section. 
‘‘SEC. 3414. HOMESTEAD PROPERTY. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-

trator’ means the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration. 

‘‘(2) BORROWER-OWNER.—The term ‘bor-
rower-owner’ means— 

‘‘(A) a borrower-owner of a loan made or 
guaranteed by the Secretary or the Adminis-
trator who meets the eligibility require-
ments of subsection (c)(1); or 

‘‘(B) in a case in which an owner of home-
stead property pledged the property to se-
cure the loan and the owner is different than 
the borrower, the owner. 

‘‘(3) FARM PROGRAM LOAN.—The term ‘farm 
program loan’ means a loan made by the Ad-
ministrator under the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 631 et seq.) for any of the purposes au-
thorized for loans under chapter 1 or 2. 

‘‘(4) HOMESTEAD PROPERTY.—The term 
‘homestead property’ means— 

‘‘(A) the principal residence and adjoining 
property possessed and occupied by a bor-
rower-owner, including a reasonable number 
of farm outbuildings located on the adjoin-
ing land that are useful to any occupant of 
the homestead; and 

‘‘(B) not more than 10 acres of adjoining 
land that is used to maintain the family of 
the borrower-owner. 

‘‘(b) RETENTION OF HOMESTEAD PROPERTY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary or the Ad-

ministrator shall, on application by a bor-
rower-owner who meets the eligibility re-
quirements of subsection (c)(1), permit the 
borrower-owner to retain possession and oc-
cupancy of homestead property under the 
terms set forth, and until the action de-
scribed in this section has been completed, 
if— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary forecloses or takes into 
inventory property securing a loan made 
under this subtitle; 

‘‘(B) the Administrator forecloses or takes 
into inventory property securing a farm pro-
gram loan made under the Small Business 
Act (15 U.S.C. 631 et seq.); or 

‘‘(C) the borrower-owner of a loan made by 
the Secretary or the Administrator files a 
petition in bankruptcy that results in the 
conveyance of the homestead property to the 
Secretary or the Administrator, or agrees to 
voluntarily liquidate or convey the property 
in whole or in part. 

‘‘(2) PERIOD OF OCCUPANCY.—Subject to sub-
section (c), the Secretary or the Adminis-
trator shall not grant a period of occupancy 
of less than 3 nor more than 5 years. 

‘‘(c) ELIGIBILITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to occupy 

homestead property, a borrower-owner of a 
loan made by the Secretary or the Adminis-
trator shall— 

‘‘(A) apply for the occupancy not later 
than 30 days after the property is acquired 
by the Secretary or Administrator; 

‘‘(B) have received from farming oper-
ations gross farm income that is reasonably 
commensurate with— 

‘‘(i) the size and location of the farming 
unit of the borrower-owner; and 

‘‘(ii) local agricultural conditions (includ-
ing natural and economic conditions), during 
at least 2 calendar years of the 6-year period 
preceding the calendar year in which the ap-
plication is made; 

‘‘(C) have received from farming operations 
at least 60 percent of the gross annual in-
come of the borrower-owner and any spouse 
of the borrower-owner during at least 2 cal-
endar years of the 6-year period described in 
subparagraph (B); 

‘‘(D) have continuously occupied the home-
stead property during the 6-year period de-
scribed in subparagraph (B), except that the 
requirement of this subparagraph may be 
waived if a borrower-owner, due to cir-
cumstances beyond the control of the bor-
rower-owner, had to leave the homestead 
property for a period of time not to exceed 12 
months during the 6-year period; 

‘‘(E) during the period of occupancy of the 
homestead property, pay a reasonable sum as 
rent for the property to the Secretary or the 
Administrator in an amount substantially 
equivalent to rents charged for similar resi-
dential properties in the area in which the 
homestead property is located; 

‘‘(F) during the period of the occupancy of 
the homestead property, maintain the prop-
erty in good condition; and 

‘‘(G) meet such other reasonable and nec-
essary terms and conditions as the Secretary 
may require. 

‘‘(2) DEFINITION OF FARMING OPERATIONS.— 
In subparagraphs (B) and (C) of paragraph 
(1), the term ‘farming operations’ includes 
rent paid by a lessee of agricultural land dur-
ing a period in which the borrower-owner, 
due to circumstances beyond the control of 
the borrower-owner, is unable to actively 
farm the land. 

‘‘(3) TERMINATION OF RIGHTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of para-

graph (1)(E), the failure of the borrower- 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:22 Sep 21, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00220 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD13\RECFILES\JUN2013\S11JN3.REC S11JN3rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4289 June 11, 2013 
owner to make a timely rental payment 
shall constitute cause for the termination of 
all rights of the borrower-owner to posses-
sion and occupancy of the homestead prop-
erty under this section. 

‘‘(B) PROCEDURE FOR TERMINATION.—In ef-
fecting a termination under subparagraph 
(A), the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) afford the borrower-owner or lessee the 
notice and hearing procedural rights de-
scribed in subtitle H of the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 
U.S.C. 6991 et seq.); and 

‘‘(ii) comply with any applicable State and 
local law governing eviction of a person from 
residential property. 

‘‘(4) RIGHTS OF BORROWER-OWNER.— 
‘‘(A) PERIOD OF OCCUPANCY.—Subject to 

subsection (b)(2), the period of occupancy al-
lowed the borrower-owner of homestead 
property under this section shall be the pe-
riod requested in writing by the borrower- 
owner. 

‘‘(B) RIGHT TO REACQUIRE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—During the period the 

borrower-owner occupies the homestead 
property, the borrower-owner shall have a 
right to reacquire the homestead property on 
such terms and conditions as the Secretary 
shall determine. 

‘‘(ii) SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED BORROWER- 
OWNER.—During the period of occupancy of a 
borrower-owner who is a socially disadvan-
taged farmer, the borrower-owner or a mem-
ber of the immediate family of the borrower- 
owner shall have a right of first refusal to re-
acquire the homestead property on such 
terms and conditions as the Secretary shall 
determine. 

‘‘(iii) INDEPENDENT APPRAISAL.—The Sec-
retary may not demand a payment for the 
homestead property that is in excess of the 
current market value of the homestead prop-
erty as established by an independent ap-
praisal. 

‘‘(iv) CONDUCT OF APPRAISAL.—An inde-
pendent appraisal under clause (iii) shall be 
conducted by an appraiser selected by the 
borrower-owner, or, in the case of a bor-
rower-owner who is a socially disadvantaged 
farmer, the immediate family member of the 
borrower-owner, from a list of 3 appraisers 
approved by the county supervisor. 

‘‘(5) TRANSFER OF RIGHTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), no right of a borrower- 
owner under this section, and no agreement 
entered into between the borrower-owner 
and the Secretary for occupancy of the 
homestead property, shall be transferable or 
assignable by the borrower-owner or by oper-
ation of law. 

‘‘(B) DEATH OR INCOMPETENCY.—In the case 
of death or incompetency of the borrower- 
owner, the right and agreement shall be 
transferable to a spouse of the borrower- 
owner if the spouse agrees to comply with 
any terms and conditions of the right or 
agreement. 

‘‘(6) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than the date 
of acquisition of the property securing a loan 
made under this subtitle, the Secretary shall 
notify the borrower-owner of the property of 
the availability of homestead protection 
rights under this section. 

‘‘(d) END OF PERIOD OF OCCUPANCY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—At the end of the period 

of occupancy allowed a borrower-owner 
under subsection (c), the Secretary or the 
Administrator shall grant to the borrower- 
owner a right of first refusal to reacquire the 
homestead property on such terms and con-
ditions (which may include payment of prin-
cipal in installments) as the Secretary or the 
Administrator shall determine. 

‘‘(2) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The terms 
and conditions granted under paragraph (1) 
may not be less favorable than those offered 

by the Secretary or Administrator or in-
tended by the Secretary or Administrator to 
be offered to any other buyer. 

‘‘(e) MAXIMUM PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—At the time a reacquisi-

tion agreement is entered into, the Sec-
retary or the Administrator may not demand 
a total payment of principal that is in excess 
of the value of the homestead property. 

‘‘(2) DETERMINATION OF VALUE.—To the 
maximum extent practicable, the value of 
the homestead property shall be determined 
by an independent appraisal made during the 
180-day period beginning on the date of re-
ceipt of the application of the borrower- 
owner to retain possession and occupancy of 
the homestead property. 

‘‘(f) TITLE NOT NEEDED TO ENTER INTO CON-
TRACTS.—The Secretary may enter into a 
contract authorized by this section before 
the Secretary acquires title to the home-
stead property that is the subject of the con-
tract. 

‘‘(g) STATE LAW PREVAILS.—In the event of 
a conflict between this section and a provi-
sion of State law relating to the right of a 
borrower-owner to designate for separate 
sale or redeem part or all of the real prop-
erty securing a loan foreclosed on by a lend-
er to the borrower-owner, the provision of 
State law shall prevail. 
‘‘SEC. 3415. TRANSFER OF INVENTORY LAND. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection 
(b), the Secretary may transfer to a Federal 
or State agency, for conservation purposes, 
any real property, or interest in real prop-
erty, administered by the Secretary under 
this subtitle— 

‘‘(1) with respect to which the rights of all 
prior owners and operators have expired; 

‘‘(2) that is eligible to be disposed of in ac-
cordance with section 3409; and 

‘‘(3) that— 
‘‘(A) has marginal value for agricultural 

production; 
‘‘(B) is environmentally sensitive; or 
‘‘(C) has special management importance. 
‘‘(b) CONDITIONS.—The Secretary may not 

transfer any property or interest in property 
under subsection (a) unless— 

‘‘(1) at least 2 public notices are given of 
the transfer; 

‘‘(2) if requested, at least 1 public meeting 
is held prior to the transfer; and 

‘‘(3) the Governor and at least 1 elected 
county official of the State and county in 
which the property is located are consulted 
prior to the transfer. 
‘‘SEC. 3416. TARGET PARTICIPATION RATES. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish annual target participation rates, on 
a county-wide basis, that shall ensure that 
members of socially disadvantaged groups 
shall— 

‘‘(A) receive loans made or guaranteed 
under chapter 1; and 

‘‘(B) have the opportunity to purchase or 
lease farmland acquired by the Secretary 
under this subtitle. 

‘‘(2) GROUP POPULATION.—Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (3), in establishing the 
target rates, the Secretary shall take into 
consideration— 

‘‘(A) the portion of the population of the 
county made up of the socially disadvan-
taged groups; and 

‘‘(B) the availability of inventory farmland 
in the county. 

‘‘(3) GENDER.—In the case of gender, target 
participation rates shall take into consider-
ation the number of current and potential 
socially disadvantaged farmers in a State in 
proportion to the total number of farmers in 
the State. 

‘‘(b) RESERVATION AND ALLOCATION.— 
‘‘(1) RESERVATION.—To the maximum ex-

tent practicable, the Secretary shall reserve 

sufficient loan funds made available under 
chapter 1 for use by members of socially dis-
advantaged groups identified under target 
participation rates established under sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION.—The Secretary shall al-
locate the loans on the basis of the propor-
tion of members of socially disadvantaged 
groups in a county and the availability of in-
ventory farmland, with the greatest amount 
of loan funds being distributed in the county 
with the greatest proportion of socially dis-
advantaged group members and the greatest 
quantity of available inventory farmland. 

‘‘(3) INDIAN RESERVATIONS.—In distributing 
loan funds in counties within the boundaries 
of an Indian reservation, the Secretary shall 
allocate the funds on a reservation-wide 
basis. 

‘‘(c) OPERATING LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish annual target participation rates 
that shall ensure that socially disadvantaged 
farmers receive loans made or guaranteed 
under chapter 2. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In establishing the 
target rates, the Secretary shall consider the 
number of socially disadvantaged farmers in 
a State in proportion to the total number of 
farmers in the State. 

‘‘(2) RESERVATION AND ALLOCATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To the maximum extent 

practicable, the Secretary shall reserve and 
allocate the proportion of the loan funds of 
each State made available under chapter 2 
that is equal to the target participation rate 
of the State for use by the socially disadvan-
taged farmers in the State. 

‘‘(B) DISTRIBUTION.—To the maximum ex-
tent practicable, the Secretary shall dis-
tribute the total loan funds reserved under 
subparagraph (A) on a county-by-county 
basis according to the number of socially dis-
advantaged farmers in the county. 

‘‘(C) REALLOCATION OF UNUSED FUNDS.—Any 
funds reserved and allocated under this para-
graph but not used within a State shall, to 
the extent necessary to satisfy pending ap-
plications under this subtitle, be available 
for use by socially disadvantaged farmers in 
other States, as determined by the Sec-
retary, and any remaining funds shall be re-
allocated within the State. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.—The Secretary shall prepare 
and submit to the Committee on Agriculture 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry of the Senate a report that de-
scribes the annual target participation rates 
and the success in meeting the rates. 

‘‘(e) IMPLEMENTATION CONSISTENT WITH SU-
PREME COURT HOLDING.—Not later than 180 
days after April 4, 1996, the Secretary shall 
ensure that the implementation of this sec-
tion is consistent with the holding of the Su-
preme Court in Adarand Constructors, Inc. v. 
Federico Pena, Secretary of Transportation, 
115 S. Ct. 2097 (1995). 
‘‘SEC. 3417. COMPROMISE OR ADJUSTMENT OF 

DEBTS OR CLAIMS BY GUARANTEED 
LENDER. 

‘‘(a) LOSS BY LENDER.—If the lender of a 
guaranteed farmer program loan takes any 
action described in section 3903(a)(4) with re-
spect to the loan and the Secretary approves 
the action, for purposes of the guarantee, the 
lender shall be treated as having sustained a 
loss equal to the amount by which— 

‘‘(1) the outstanding balance of the loan 
immediately before the action; exceeds 

‘‘(2) the outstanding balance of the loan 
immediately after the action. 

‘‘(b) NET PRESENT VALUE OF LOAN.—The 
Secretary shall approve the taking of an ac-
tion described in section 3903(a)(4) by the 
lender of a guaranteed farmer program loan 
with respect to the loan if the action reduces 
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the net present value of the loan to an 
amount equal to not less than the greater 
of— 

‘‘(1) the greatest net present value of a 
loan the borrower could reasonably be ex-
pected to repay; and 

‘‘(2) the difference between— 
‘‘(A) the greatest amount that the lender 

of the loan could reasonably expect to re-
cover from the borrower through bank-
ruptcy, or liquidation of the property secur-
ing the loan; and 

‘‘(B) all reasonable and necessary costs and 
expenses that the lender of the loan could 
reasonably expect to incur to preserve or dis-
pose of the property (including all associated 
legal and property management costs) in the 
course of such a bankruptcy or liquidation. 

‘‘(c) NO LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY.—This 
section shall not limit the authority of the 
Secretary to enter into a shared appreciation 
arrangement with a borrower under section 
3411(e). 
‘‘SEC. 3418. WAIVER OF MEDIATION RIGHTS BY 

BORROWERS. 
‘‘The Secretary may not make or guar-

antee any farmer program loan to a farm 
borrower on the condition that the borrower 
waive any right under the mediation pro-
gram of any State. 
‘‘SEC. 3419. BORROWER TRAINING. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
tract to provide educational training to all 
borrowers of direct loans made under this 
subtitle in financial and farm management 
concepts associated with commercial farm-
ing. 

‘‘(b) CONTRACT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-

tract with a State or private provider of 
farm management and credit counseling 
services (including a community college, the 
extension service of a State, a State depart-
ment of agriculture, or a nonprofit organiza-
tion) to carry out this section. 

‘‘(2) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary may 
consult with the chief executive officer of a 
State concerning the identity of the con-
tracting organization and the process for 
contracting. 

‘‘(c) ELIGIBILITY FOR LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

to be eligible to obtain a direct loan under 
this subtitle, a borrower shall be required to 
obtain management assistance under this 
section, appropriate to the management 
ability of the borrower during the deter-
mination of eligibility for the loan. 

‘‘(2) LOAN CONDITIONS.—The need of a bor-
rower who satisfies the criteria set out in 
section 3101(b)(1)(B) or 3201(b)(1)(B) for man-
agement assistance under this section shall 
not be cause for denial of eligibility of the 
borrower for a direct loan under this sub-
title. 

‘‘(d) GUIDELINES AND CURRICULUM.—The 
Secretary shall issue regulations estab-
lishing guidelines and curriculum for the 
borrower training program established under 
this section. 

‘‘(e) PAYMENT.—A borrower— 
‘‘(1) shall pay for training received under 

this section; and 
‘‘(2) may use funds from operating loans 

made under chapter 2 to pay for the training. 
‘‘(f) WAIVERS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

waive the requirements of this section for an 
individual borrower on a determination that 
the borrower demonstrates adequate knowl-
edge in areas described in this section. 

‘‘(2) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish criteria providing for the application of 
paragraph (1) consistently in all counties na-
tionwide. 
‘‘SEC. 3420. LOAN ASSESSMENTS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—After an applicant is de-
termined to be eligible for assistance under 

this subtitle, the Secretary shall evaluate, in 
accordance with regulations issued by the 
Secretary, the farming plan and financial 
situation of each qualified farmer applicant. 

‘‘(b) DETERMINATIONS.—In evaluating the 
farming plan and financial situation of an 
applicant under this section, the Secretary 
shall determine— 

‘‘(1) the amount that the applicant needs 
to borrow to carry out the proposed farming 
plan; 

‘‘(2) the rate of interest that the applicant 
would need to be able to cover expenses and 
build an adequate equity base; 

‘‘(3) the goals of the proposed farming plan 
of the applicant; 

‘‘(4) the financial viability of the plan and 
any changes that are necessary to make the 
plan viable; and 

‘‘(5) whether assistance is necessary under 
this subtitle and, if so, the amount of the as-
sistance. 

‘‘(c) CONTRACT.—The Secretary may con-
tract with a third party (including an entity 
that is eligible to provide borrower training 
under section 3419(b)) to conduct a loan as-
sessment under this section. 

‘‘(d) REVIEW OF LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Loan assessments con-

ducted under this section shall include an-
nual review of direct loans, and periodic re-
view (as determined necessary by the Sec-
retary) of guaranteed loans, made under this 
subtitle to assess the progress of a borrower 
in meeting the goals for the farm operation. 

‘‘(2) CONTRACTS.—The Secretary may con-
tract with an entity that is eligible to pro-
vide borrower training under section 3419(b) 
to conduct a loan review under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) PROBLEM ASSESSMENTS.—If a borrower 
is delinquent in payments on a direct or 
guaranteed loan made under this subtitle, 
the Secretary or the contracting entity shall 
determine the cause of, and action necessary 
to correct, the delinquency. 

‘‘(e) GUIDELINES.—The Secretary shall 
issue regulations providing guidelines for 
loan assessments conducted under this sec-
tion. 
‘‘SEC. 3421. SUPERVISED CREDIT. 

‘‘The Secretary shall provide adequate 
training to employees of the Farm Service 
Agency on credit analysis and financial and 
farm management— 

‘‘(1) to better acquaint the employees with 
what constitutes adequate financial data on 
which to base a direct or guaranteed loan ap-
proval decision; and 

‘‘(2) to ensure proper supervision of farmer 
program loans. 
‘‘SEC. 3422. MARKET PLACEMENT. 

‘‘The Secretary shall establish a market 
placement program for a qualified beginning 
farmer and any other borrower of farmer 
program loans that the Secretary believes 
has a reasonable chance of qualifying for 
commercial credit with a guarantee provided 
under this subtitle. 
‘‘SEC. 3423. RECORDKEEPING OF LOANS BY GEN-

DER OF BORROWER. 
‘‘The Secretary shall classify, by gender, 

records of applicants for loans and loan guar-
antees under this subtitle. 
‘‘SEC. 3424. CROP INSURANCE REQUIREMENT. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of obtain-
ing any benefit (including a direct loan, loan 
guarantee, or payment) described in sub-
section (b), a borrower shall be required to 
obtain at least catastrophic risk protection 
insurance coverage under section 508 of the 
Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508) for 
the crop and crop year for which the benefit 
is sought, if the coverage is offered by the 
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation. 

‘‘(b) APPLICABLE BENEFITS.—Subsection (a) 
shall apply to— 

‘‘(1) a farm ownership loan under section 
3102; 

‘‘(2) an operating loan under section 3202; 
and 

‘‘(3) an emergency loan under section 3301. 
‘‘SEC. 3425. LOAN AND LOAN SERVICING LIMITA-

TIONS. 
‘‘(a) DELINQUENT BORROWERS PROHIBITED 

FROM OBTAINING DIRECT OPERATING LOANS.— 
The Secretary may not make a direct oper-
ating loan under chapter 2 to a borrower who 
is delinquent on any loan made or guaran-
teed under this subtitle. 

‘‘(b) LOANS PROHIBITED FOR BORROWERS 
THAT HAVE RECEIVED DEBT FORGIVENESS.— 

‘‘(1) PROHIBITIONS.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2)— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary may not make a loan 
under this subtitle to a borrower that has re-
ceived debt forgiveness on a loan made or 
guaranteed under this subtitle; and 

‘‘(B) the Secretary may not guarantee a 
loan under this subtitle to a borrower that 
has received— 

‘‘(i) debt forgiveness after April 4, 1996, on 
a loan made or guaranteed under this sub-
title; or 

‘‘(ii) received debt forgiveness on more 
than 3 occasions on or before April 4, 1996. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

make a direct or guaranteed farm operating 
loan for paying annual farm operating ex-
penses of a borrower who— 

‘‘(i) was restructured with a write-down 
under section 3411; 

‘‘(ii) is current on payments under a con-
firmed reorganization plan under chapters 
11, 12, or 13 of title 11 of the United States 
Code; or 

‘‘(iii) received debt forgiveness on not more 
than 1 occasion resulting directly and pri-
marily from a major disaster or emergency 
designated by the President on or after April 
4, 1996, under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

‘‘(B) EMERGENCY LOANS.—The Secretary 
may make an emergency loan under section 
3301 to a borrower that— 

‘‘(i) on or before April 4, 1996, received not 
more than 1 debt forgiveness on a loan made 
or guaranteed under this subtitle; and 

‘‘(ii) after April 4, 1996, has not received 
debt forgiveness on a loan made or guaran-
teed under this subtitle. 

‘‘(c) NO MORE THAN 1 DEBT FORGIVENESS 
FOR A BORROWER ON A DIRECT LOAN.—The 
Secretary may not provide to a borrower 
debt forgiveness on a direct loan made under 
this subtitle if the borrower has received 
debt forgiveness on another direct loan made 
under this subtitle. 
‘‘SEC. 3426. SHORT FORM CERTIFICATION OF 

FARM PROGRAM BORROWER COM-
PLIANCE. 

‘‘The Secretary shall develop and use a 
consolidated short form for farmer program 
loan borrowers to use in certifying compli-
ance with any applicable provision of law 
(including a regulation) that serves as an eli-
gibility prerequisite for a loan made under 
this subtitle. 
‘‘SEC. 3427. UNDERWRITING FORMS AND STAND-

ARDS. 
‘‘In the administration of this subtitle, the 

Secretary shall, to the extent practicable, 
use underwriting forms, standards, practices, 
and terminology similar to the forms, stand-
ards, practices, and terminology used by 
lenders in the private sector. 
‘‘SEC. 3428. BEGINNING FARMER INDIVIDUAL DE-

VELOPMENT ACCOUNTS PILOT PRO-
GRAM. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM.—The term 

‘demonstration program’ means a dem-
onstration program carried out by a quali-
fied entity under the pilot program estab-
lished in subsection (b)(1). 
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‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANT.—The term ‘eli-

gible participant’ means a qualified begin-
ning farmer that— 

‘‘(A) lacks significant financial resources 
or assets; and 

‘‘(B) has an income that is less than— 
‘‘(i) 80 percent of the median income of the 

State in which the farmer resides; or 
‘‘(ii) 200 percent of the most recent annual 

Federal Poverty Income Guidelines pub-
lished by the Department of Health and 
Human Services for the State. 

‘‘(3) INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT.— 
The term ‘individual development account’ 
means a savings account described in sub-
section (b)(4)(A). 

‘‘(4) QUALIFIED ENTITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified en-

tity’ means— 
‘‘(i) 1 or more organizations— 
‘‘(I) described in section 501(c)(3) of the In-

ternal Revenue Code of 1986; and 
‘‘(II) exempt from taxation under section 

501(a) of such Code; or 
‘‘(ii) a State, local, or tribal government 

submitting an application jointly with an or-
ganization described in clause (i). 

‘‘(B) NO PROHIBITION ON COLLABORATION.— 
An organization described in subparagraph 
(A)(i) may collaborate with a financial insti-
tution or for-profit community development 
corporation to carry out the purposes of this 
section. 

‘‘(b) PILOT PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish a pilot program to be known as the 
‘New Farmer Individual Development Ac-
counts Pilot Program’ under which the Sec-
retary shall work through qualified entities 
to establish demonstration programs— 

‘‘(A) of at least 5 years in duration; and 
‘‘(B) in at least 15 States. 
‘‘(2) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall 

operate the pilot program through and in co-
ordination with the farmer program loans of 
the Farm Service Agency. 

‘‘(3) RESERVE FUNDS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified entity car-

rying out a demonstration program under 
this section shall establish a reserve fund 
consisting of a non-Federal match of 50 per-
cent of the total amount of the grant award-
ed to the demonstration program under this 
section. 

‘‘(B) FEDERAL FUNDS.—After the qualified 
entity has deposited the non-Federal match-
ing funds described in subparagraph (A) in 
the reserve fund, the Secretary shall provide 
the total amount of the grant awarded under 
this section to the demonstration program 
for deposit in the reserve fund. 

‘‘(C) USE OF FUNDS.—Of the funds deposited 
under subparagraph (B) in the reserve fund 
established for a demonstration program, the 
qualified entity carrying out the demonstra-
tion program— 

‘‘(i) may use up to 10 percent for adminis-
trative expenses; and 

‘‘(ii) shall use the remainder in making 
matching awards described in paragraph 
(4)(B)(ii)(I). 

‘‘(D) INTEREST.—Any interest earned on 
amounts in a reserve fund established under 
subparagraph (A) may be used by the quali-
fied entity as additional matching funds for, 
or to administer, the demonstration pro-
gram. 

‘‘(E) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary shall issue 
guidance regarding the investment require-
ments of reserve funds established under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(F) REVERSION.—On the date on which all 
funds remaining in any individual develop-
ment account established by a qualified enti-
ty have reverted under paragraph (5)(B)(ii) to 
the reserve fund established by the qualified 
entity, there shall revert to the Treasury of 
the United States a percentage of the 

amount (if any) in the reserve fund equal 
to— 

‘‘(i) the amount of Federal funds deposited 
in the reserve fund under subparagraph (B) 
that were not used for administrative ex-
penses; divided by 

‘‘(ii) the total amount of funds deposited in 
the reserve fund. 

‘‘(4) INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A qualified entity re-

ceiving a grant under this section shall es-
tablish and administer individual develop-
ment accounts for eligible participants. 

‘‘(B) CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS.—To be eligi-
ble to receive funds under this section from 
a qualified entity, an eligible participant 
shall enter into a contract with only 1 quali-
fied entity under which— 

‘‘(i) the eligible participant agrees— 
‘‘(I) to deposit a certain amount of funds of 

the eligible participant in a personal savings 
account, as prescribed by the contractual 
agreement between the eligible participant 
and the qualified entity; 

‘‘(II) to use the funds described in sub-
clause (I) only for 1 or more eligible expendi-
tures described in paragraph (5)(A); and 

‘‘(III) to complete financial training; and 
‘‘(ii) the qualified entity agrees— 
‘‘(I) to deposit, not later than 1 month 

after an amount is deposited pursuant to 
clause (i)(I), at least a 100-percent, and up to 
a 200-percent, match of that amount into the 
individual development account established 
for the eligible participant; and 

‘‘(II) with uses of funds proposed by the eli-
gible participant. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A qualified entity admin-

istering a demonstration program under this 
section may provide not more than $6,000 for 
each fiscal year in matching funds to the in-
dividual development account established by 
the qualified entity for an eligible partici-
pant. 

‘‘(ii) TREATMENT OF AMOUNT.—An amount 
provided under clause (i) shall not be consid-
ered to be a gift or loan for mortgage pur-
poses. 

‘‘(5) ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible expenditure 

described in this subparagraph is an expendi-
ture— 

‘‘(i) to purchase farmland or make a down 
payment on an accepted purchase offer for 
farmland; 

‘‘(ii) to make mortgage payments on farm-
land purchased pursuant to clause (i), for up 
to 180 days after the date of the purchase; 

‘‘(iii) to purchase breeding stock, fruit or 
nut trees, or trees to harvest for timber; and 

‘‘(iv) for other similar expenditures, as de-
termined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) TIMING.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An eligible participant 

may make an eligible expenditure at any 
time during the 2-year period beginning on 
the date on which the last matching funds 
are provided under paragraph (4)(B)(ii)(I) to 
the individual development account estab-
lished for the eligible participant. 

‘‘(ii) UNEXPENDED FUNDS.—At the end of 
the period described in clause (i), any funds 
remaining in an individual development ac-
count established for an eligible participant 
shall revert to the reserve fund of the dem-
onstration program under which the account 
was established. 

‘‘(c) APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A qualified entity that 

seeks to carry out a demonstration program 
under this section may submit to the Sec-
retary an application at such time, in such 
form, and containing such information as 
the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(2) CRITERIA.—In considering whether to 
approve an application to carry out a dem-

onstration program under this section, the 
Secretary shall assess— 

‘‘(A) the degree to which the demonstra-
tion program described in the application is 
likely to aid eligible participants in success-
fully pursuing new farming opportunities; 

‘‘(B) the experience and ability of the 
qualified entity to responsibly administer 
the demonstration program; 

‘‘(C) the experience and ability of the 
qualified entity in recruiting, educating, and 
assisting eligible participants to increase 
economic independence and pursue or ad-
vance farming opportunities; 

‘‘(D) the aggregate amount of direct funds 
from non-Federal public sector and private 
sources that are formally committed to the 
demonstration program as matching con-
tributions; 

‘‘(E) the adequacy of the plan of the quali-
fied entity to provide information relevant 
to an evaluation of the demonstration pro-
gram; and 

‘‘(F) such other factors as the Secretary 
considers to be appropriate. 

‘‘(3) PREFERENCES.—In considering an ap-
plication to conduct a demonstration pro-
gram under this section, the Secretary shall 
give preference to an application from a 
qualified entity that demonstrates— 

‘‘(A) a track record of serving clients tar-
geted by the program, including, as appro-
priate, socially disadvantaged farmers; and 

‘‘(B) expertise in dealing with financial 
management aspects of farming. 

‘‘(4) APPROVAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this section, in ac-
cordance with this section, the Secretary 
shall, on a competitive basis, approve such 
applications to conduct demonstration pro-
grams as the Secretary considers appro-
priate. 

‘‘(5) TERM OF AUTHORITY.—If the Secretary 
approves an application to carry out a dem-
onstration program, the Secretary shall au-
thorize the applicant to carry out the project 
for a period of 5 years, plus an additional 2 
years to make eligible expenditures in ac-
cordance with subsection (b)(5)(B). 

‘‘(d) GRANT AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

make a grant to a qualified entity author-
ized to carry out a demonstration program 
under this section. 

‘‘(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF GRANTS.—The ag-
gregate amount of grant funds provided to a 
demonstration program carried out under 
this section shall not exceed $250,000. 

‘‘(3) TIMING OF GRANT PAYMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall pay the amounts awarded under 
a grant made under this section— 

‘‘(A) on the awarding of the grant; or 
‘‘(B) pursuant to such payment plan as the 

qualified entity may specify. 

‘‘(e) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the end of the calendar year in which 
the Secretary authorizes a qualified entity 
to carry out a demonstration program under 
this section, and annually thereafter until 
the conclusion of the demonstration pro-
gram, the qualified entity shall prepare an 
annual report that includes, for the period 
covered by the report— 

‘‘(i) an evaluation of the progress of the 
demonstration program; 

‘‘(ii) information about the demonstration 
program, including the eligible participants 
and the individual development accounts 
that have been established; and 

‘‘(iii) such other information as the Sec-
retary may require. 

‘‘(B) SUBMISSION OF REPORTS.—A qualified 
entity shall submit each report required 
under subparagraph (A) to the Secretary. 
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‘‘(2) REPORTS BY THE SECRETARY.—Not later 

than 1 year after the date on which all dem-
onstration programs under this section are 
concluded, the Secretary shall submit to 
Congress a final report that describes the re-
sults and findings of all reports and evalua-
tions carried out under this section. 

‘‘(f) ANNUAL REVIEW.—The Secretary may 
conduct an annual review of the financial 
records of a qualified entity— 

‘‘(1) to assess the financial soundness of 
the qualified entity; and 

‘‘(2) to determine the use of grant funds 
made available to the qualified entity under 
this section. 

‘‘(g) REGULATIONS.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary may promulgate regu-
lations to ensure that the program includes 
provisions for— 

‘‘(1) the termination of demonstration pro-
grams; 

‘‘(2) control of the reserve funds in the case 
of such a termination; 

‘‘(3) transfer of demonstration programs to 
other qualified entities; and 

‘‘(4) remissions from a reserve fund to the 
Secretary in a case in which a demonstration 
program is terminated without transfer to a 
new qualified entity. 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $5,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2013 through 2018. 
‘‘SEC. 3429. FARMER LOAN PILOT PROJECTS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-
duct pilot projects of limited scope and dura-
tion that are consistent with this subtitle to 
evaluate processes and techniques that may 
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the programs carried out under this subtitle 

‘‘(b) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(1) not less than 60 days before the date 

on which the Secretary initiates a pilot 
project under subsection (a), submit notice 
of the proposed pilot project to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate; and 

‘‘(2) consider any recommendations or 
feedback provided to the Secretary in re-
sponse to the notice provided under para-
graph (1). 
‘‘SEC. 3430. PROHIBITION ON USE OF LOANS FOR 

CERTAIN PURPOSES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subsections (b) and (c), the Secretary may 
not approve a loan under this subtitle to 
drain, dredge, fill, level, or otherwise manip-
ulate a wetland (as defined in section 1201(a) 
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3801(a))), or to engage in any activity that 
results in impairing or reducing the flow, 
circulation, or reach of water. 

‘‘(b) PRIOR ACTIVITY.—Subsection (a) does 
not apply in the case of— 

‘‘(1) an activity related to the maintenance 
of a previously converted wetland; or 

‘‘(2) an activity that had already com-
menced before November 28, 1990. 

‘‘(c) EXCEPTION.—This section shall not 
apply to a loan made or guaranteed under 
this subtitle for a utility line. 
‘‘SEC. 3431. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS AND ALLOCATION OF FUNDS. 
‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 

or guarantee loans under chapters 1 and 2 
from the Agricultural Credit Insurance Fund 
for not more than $4,226,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2013 through 2018, of which, for 
each fiscal year— 

‘‘(A) $1,200,000,000 shall be for direct loans, 
of which— 

‘‘(i) $350,000,000 shall be for farm ownership 
loans; and 

‘‘(ii) $850,000,000 shall be for operating 
loans; and 

‘‘(B) $3,026,000,000 shall be for guaranteed 
loans, of which— 

‘‘(i) $1,000,000,000 shall be for guarantees of 
farm ownership loans; and 

‘‘(ii) $2,026,000,000 shall be for guarantees of 
operating loans. 

‘‘(2) BEGINNING FARMERS.— 
‘‘(A) DIRECT LOANS.— 
‘‘(i) FARM OWNERSHIP LOANS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts made 

available under paragraph (1) for direct farm 
ownership loans, the Secretary shall reserve 
an amount that is not less than 75 percent of 
the total amount for qualified beginning 
farmers. 

‘‘(II) DOWN PAYMENT LOANS; JOINT FINANC-
ING ARRANGEMENTS.—Of the amounts re-
served for a fiscal year under subclause (I), 
the Secretary shall reserve an amount not 
less than 2⁄3 of the amount for the down pay-
ment loan program under section 3107 and 
joint financing arrangements under section 
3105 until April 1 of the fiscal year. 

‘‘(ii) OPERATING LOANS.—Of the amounts 
made available under paragraph (1) for direct 
operating loans, the Secretary shall reserve 
for qualified beginning farmers for each of 
fiscal years 2013 through 2018, an amount 
that is not less than 50 percent of the total 
amount. 

‘‘(iii) FUNDS RESERVED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 
1.—Except as provided in clause (i)(II), funds 
reserved for qualified beginning farmers 
under this subparagraph for a fiscal year 
shall be reserved only until September 1 of 
the fiscal year. 

‘‘(B) GUARANTEED LOANS.— 
‘‘(i) FARM OWNERSHIP LOANS.—Of the 

amounts made available under paragraph (1) 
for guarantees of farm ownership loans, the 
Secretary shall reserve an amount that is 
not less than 40 percent of the total amount 
for qualified beginning farmers. 

‘‘(ii) OPERATING LOANS.—Of the amounts 
made available under paragraph (1) for guar-
antees of operating loans, the Secretary 
shall reserve 40 percent for qualified begin-
ning farmers. 

‘‘(iii) FUNDS RESERVED UNTIL APRIL 1.— 
Funds reserved for qualified beginning farm-
ers under this subparagraph for a fiscal year 
shall be reserved only until April 1 of the fis-
cal year. 

‘‘(C) RESERVED FUNDS FOR ALL QUALIFIED 
BEGINNING FARMERS.—If a qualified beginning 
farmer meets the eligibility criteria for re-
ceiving a direct or guaranteed loan under 
section 3101, 3107, or 3201, the Secretary shall 
make or guarantee the loan if sufficient 
funds reserved under this paragraph are 
available to make or guarantee the loan. 

‘‘(3) TRANSFER FOR DOWN PAYMENT LOANS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B)— 
‘‘(i) beginning on August 1 of each fiscal 

year, the Secretary shall use available un-
subsidized guaranteed farm operating loan 
funds to provide direct farm ownership loans 
approved by the Secretary to qualified begin-
ning farmers under the down payment loan 
program established under section 3107, if 
sufficient direct farm ownership loan funds 
are not otherwise available; and 

‘‘(ii) beginning on September 1 of each fis-
cal year, the Secretary shall use available 
unsubsidized guaranteed farm operating loan 
funds to provide direct farm ownership loans 
approved by the Secretary to qualified begin-
ning farmers, if sufficient direct farm owner-
ship loan funds are not otherwise available. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall 
limit the transfer of funds under subpara-
graph (A) so that all guaranteed farm oper-
ating loans that have been approved, or will 
be approved, by the Secretary during the fis-
cal year will be made to the extent of avail-
able amounts. 

‘‘(4) TRANSFER FOR CREDIT SALES OF FARM 
INVENTORY PROPERTY.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), beginning on September 1 
of each fiscal year, the Secretary may use 
available funds made available under chapter 
3 for the fiscal year to fund the credit sale of 
farm real estate in the inventory of the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(B) SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS.—The 
transfer authority provided under subpara-
graph (A) shall not apply to any funds made 
available to the Secretary for any fiscal year 
under an Act making supplemental appro-
priations. 

‘‘(C) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall 
limit the transfer of funds under subpara-
graph (A) so that all emergency disaster 
loans that have been approved, or will be ap-
proved, by the Secretary during the fiscal 
year will be made to the extent of available 
amounts. 

‘‘(5) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds made 
available to carry out this subtitle shall re-
main available until expended. 

‘‘(b) COST PROJECTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-

velop long-term cost projections for loan 
program authorizations required under sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(2) ANALYSIS.—Each projection under 
paragraph (1) shall include analyses of— 

‘‘(A) the long-term costs of the lending lev-
els that the Secretary requests to be author-
ized under subsection (a); and 

‘‘(B) the long-term costs for increases in 
lending levels beyond those requested to be 
authorized, based on increments of $10,000,000 
or such other levels as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate. 

‘‘(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committees on 
Agriculture and Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Committees on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry and Ap-
propriations of the Senate reports con-
taining the long-term cost projections for 
the 3-year period beginning with fiscal year 
1983 and each 3-year period thereafter at the 
time the requests for authorizations for 
those periods are submitted to Congress. 

‘‘(c) LOW-INCOME, LIMITED-RESOURCE BOR-
ROWERS.— 

‘‘(1) RESERVE.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, not less than 25 percent of 
the loans for farm ownership purposes for 
each fiscal year under this subtitle shall be 
for low-income, limited-resource borrowers. 

‘‘(2) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall 
provide notification to farm borrowers under 
this subtitle in the normal course of loan 
making and loan servicing operations, of the 
provisions of this subtitle relating to low-in-
come, limited-resource borrowers and the 
procedures by which persons may apply for 
loans under the low-income, limited-resource 
borrower program.’’. 

Subtitle B—Miscellaneous 
SEC. 5101. STATE AGRICULTURAL MEDIATION 

PROGRAMS. 
Section 506 of the Agricultural Credit Act 

of 1987 (7 U.S.C. 5106) is amended by striking 
‘‘2015’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 5102. LOANS TO PURCHASERS OF HIGHLY 

FRACTIONATED LAND. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The first sentence of Pub-

lic Law 91–229 (25 U.S.C. 488) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), in the first sentence, 

by striking ‘‘loans from’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘1929)’’ and inserting ‘‘direct loans 
in a manner consistent with direct loans pur-
suant to chapter 4 of subtitle A of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘pursuant to section 205(c) 

of the Indian Land Consolidation Act (25 
U.S.C. 2204(c))’’; and 
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(B) by inserting ‘‘or to intermediaries in 

order to establish revolving loan funds for 
the purchase of highly fractionated land 
under that section’’ before the period at the 
end; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—In deter-

mining regulations and procedures to define 
eligible purchasers of highly fractionated 
land under this section, the Secretary of Ag-
riculture shall consult with the Secretary of 
the Interior.’’. 
SEC. 5103. REMOVAL OF DUPLICATIVE APPRAIS-

ALS. 
Notwithstanding any other law (including 

regulations), in making loans under the first 
section of Public Law 91–229 (25 U.S.C. 488), 
borrowers who are Indian tribes, members of 
Indian tribes, or tribal corporations shall 
only be required to obtain 1 appraisal under 
an appraisal standard recognized as of the 
date of enactment of this Act by the Sec-
retary or the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 5104. COMPENSATION DISCLOSURE BY 

FARM CREDIT SYSTEM INSTITU-
TIONS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that — 
(1) the reasonable disclosure to stock-

holders by Farm Credit System institutions 
regarding the compensation of Farm Credit 
System institution senior officers is bene-
ficial to stockholders’ understanding of the 
operation of their institutions; 

(2) transparency regarding compensation 
practices reinforces the cooperative nature 
of Farm Credit System institutions; 

(3) the unique cooperative structure of the 
Farm Credit System should be considered 
when promulgating rules; 

(4) the participation of stockholders in the 
election of the boards of directors of Farm 
Credit System institutions provides stock-
holders the opportunity to participate in the 
management of their institutions; 

(5) as representatives of stockholders, the 
boards of directors of Farm Credit System 
institutions importantly establish and over-
see the compensation practices of Farm 
Credit System institutions to ensure the safe 
and sound operation of those institutions; 
and 

(6) any regulation should strengthen and 
not hinder the ability of Farm Credit System 
boards of directors to oversee compensation 
practices. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 60 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Farm Credit Administration shall review 
its rules to reflect Congressional intent that 
a primary responsibility of the boards of di-
rectors of Farm Credit System institutions, 
as elected representatives of their stock-
holders, is to oversee compensation prac-
tices. 

TITLE VI—RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
Subtitle A—Reorganization of the Consoli-

dated Farm and Rural Development Act 
SEC. 6001. REORGANIZATION OF THE CONSOLI-

DATED FARM AND RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT ACT. 

Title III of the Agricultural Act of 1961 (7 
U.S.C. 1921 et seq.) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘TITLE III—AGRICULTURAL CREDIT 
‘‘SEC. 3001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

‘‘(a) SHORT TITLE.—This title may be cited 
as the ‘Consolidated Farm and Rural Devel-
opment Act’. 

‘‘(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of 
contents of this title is as follows: 

‘‘TITLE III—AGRICULTURAL CREDIT 
‘‘Sec. 3001. Short title; table of contents. 
‘‘Sec. 3002. Definitions. 
‘‘Subtitle A—Farmer Loans, Servicing, and 

Other Assistance 
‘‘CHAPTER 1—FARM OWNERSHIP LOANS 

‘‘Sec. 3101. Farm ownership loans. 

‘‘Sec. 3102. Purposes of loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3103. Conservation loan and loan guar-

antee program. 
‘‘Sec. 3104. Loan maximums. 
‘‘Sec. 3105. Repayment requirements for 

farm ownership loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3106. Limited-resource loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3107. Downpayment loan program. 
‘‘Sec. 3108. Beginning farmer and socially 

disadvantaged farmer contract 
land sales program. 

‘‘CHAPTER 2—OPERATING LOANS 
‘‘Sec. 3201. Operating loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3202. Purposes of loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3203. Restrictions on loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3204. Terms of loans. 

‘‘CHAPTER 3—EMERGENCY LOANS 
‘‘Sec. 3301. Emergency loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3302. Purposes of loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3303. Terms of loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3304. Production losses. 

‘‘CHAPTER 4—GENERAL FARMER LOAN 
PROVISIONS 

‘‘Sec. 3401. Agricultural Credit Insurance 
Fund. 

‘‘Sec. 3402. Guaranteed farmer loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3403. Provision of information to bor-

rowers. 
‘‘Sec. 3404. Notice of loan service programs. 
‘‘Sec. 3405. Planting and production history 

guidelines. 
‘‘Sec. 3406. Special conditions and limita-

tions on loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3407. Graduation of borrowers. 
‘‘Sec. 3408. Debt adjustment and credit coun-

seling. 
‘‘Sec. 3409. Security servicing. 
‘‘Sec. 3410. Contracts on loan security prop-

erties. 
‘‘Sec. 3411. Debt restructuring and loan serv-

icing. 
‘‘Sec. 3412. Relief for mobilized military re-

servists from certain agricul-
tural loan obligations. 

‘‘Sec. 3413. Interest rate reduction program. 
‘‘Sec. 3414. Homestead property. 
‘‘Sec. 3415. Transfer of inventory land. 
‘‘Sec. 3416. Target participation rates. 
‘‘Sec. 3417. Compromise or adjustment of 

debts or claims by guaranteed 
lender. 

‘‘Sec. 3418. Waiver of mediation rights by 
borrowers. 

‘‘Sec. 3419. Borrower training. 
‘‘Sec. 3420. Loan assessments. 
‘‘Sec. 3421. Supervised credit. 
‘‘Sec. 3422. Market placement. 
‘‘Sec. 3423. Recordkeeping of loans by gender 

of borrower. 
‘‘Sec. 3424. Crop insurance requirement. 
‘‘Sec. 3425. Loan and loan servicing limita-

tions. 
‘‘Sec. 3426. Short form certification of farm 

program borrower compliance. 
‘‘Sec. 3427. Underwriting forms and stand-

ards. 
‘‘Sec. 3428. Beginning farmer individual de-

velopment accounts pilot pro-
gram. 

‘‘Sec. 3429. Farmer loan pilot projects. 
‘‘Sec. 3430. Prohibition on use of loans for 

certain purposes. 
‘‘Sec. 3431. Authorization of appropriations 

and allocation of funds. 
‘‘Subtitle B—Rural Development 

‘‘CHAPTER 1—RURAL COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
‘‘Sec. 3501. Water and waste disposal loans, 

loan guarantees, and grants. 
‘‘Sec. 3502. Community facilities loans, loan 

guarantees, and grants. 
‘‘Sec. 3503. Health care services. 

‘‘CHAPTER 2—RURAL BUSINESS AND 
COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT 

‘‘Sec. 3601. Business programs. 
‘‘Sec. 3602. Rural Business Investment Pro-

gram. 

‘‘CHAPTER 3—GENERAL RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
PROVISIONS 

‘‘Sec. 3701. General provisions for loans and 
grants. 

‘‘Sec. 3702. Strategic economic and commu-
nity development. 

‘‘Sec. 3703. Guaranteed rural development 
loans. 

‘‘Sec. 3704. Rural Development Insurance 
Fund. 

‘‘Sec. 3705. Rural economic area partnership 
zones. 

‘‘Sec. 3706. Streamlining applications and 
improving accessibility of rural 
development programs. 

‘‘Sec. 3707. State Rural Development Part-
nership. 

‘‘CHAPTER 4—DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY 
‘‘Sec. 3801. Definitions. 
‘‘Sec. 3802. Delta Regional Authority. 
‘‘Sec. 3803. Economic and community devel-

opment grants. 
‘‘Sec. 3804. Supplements to Federal grant 

programs. 
‘‘Sec. 3805. Local development districts; cer-

tification and administrative 
expenses. 

‘‘Sec. 3806. Distressed counties and areas 
and nondistressed counties. 

‘‘Sec. 3807. Development planning process. 
‘‘Sec. 3808. Program development criteria. 
‘‘Sec. 3809. Approval of development plans 

and projects. 
‘‘Sec. 3810. Consent of States. 
‘‘Sec. 3811. Records. 
‘‘Sec. 3812. Annual report. 
‘‘Sec. 3813. Authorization of appropriations. 
‘‘Sec. 3814. Termination of authority. 

‘‘CHAPTER 5—NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS 
REGIONAL AUTHORITY 

‘‘Sec. 3821. Definitions. 
‘‘Sec. 3822. Northern Great Plains Regional 

Authority. 
‘‘Sec. 3823. Interstate cooperation for eco-

nomic opportunity and effi-
ciency. 

‘‘Sec. 3824. Economic and community devel-
opment grants. 

‘‘Sec. 3825. Supplements to Federal grant 
programs. 

‘‘Sec. 3826. Multistate and local develop-
ment districts and organiza-
tions and Northern Great 
Plains Inc. 

‘‘Sec. 3827. Distressed counties and areas 
and nondistressed counties. 

‘‘Sec. 3828. Development planning process. 
‘‘Sec. 3829. Program development criteria. 
‘‘Sec. 3830. Approval of development plans 

and projects. 
‘‘Sec. 3831. Consent of States. 
‘‘Sec. 3832. Records. 
‘‘Sec. 3833. Annual report. 
‘‘Sec. 3834. Authorization of appropriations. 
‘‘Sec. 3835. Termination of authority. 

‘‘Subtitle C—General Provisions 
‘‘Sec. 3901. Full faith and credit. 
‘‘Sec. 3902. Purchase and sale of guaranteed 

portions of loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3903. Administration. 
‘‘Sec. 3904. Loan moratorium and policy on 

foreclosures. 
‘‘Sec. 3905. Oil and gas royalty payments on 

loans. 
‘‘Sec. 3906. Taxation. 
‘‘Sec. 3907. Conflicts of interest. 
‘‘Sec. 3908. Loan summary statements. 
‘‘Sec. 3909. Certified lenders program. 
‘‘Sec. 3910. Loans to resident aliens. 
‘‘Sec. 3911. Expedited clearing of title to in-

ventory property. 
‘‘Sec. 3912. Transfer of land to Secretary. 
‘‘Sec. 3913. Competitive sourcing limita-

tions. 
‘‘Sec. 3914. Regulations. 
‘‘SEC. 3002. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this title (unless the context otherwise 
requires): 
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‘‘(1) ABLE TO OBTAIN CREDIT ELSEWHERE.— 

The term ‘able to obtain credit elsewhere’ 
means able to obtain a loan from a produc-
tion credit association, a Federal land bank, 
or other responsible cooperative or private 
credit source (or, in the case of a borrower 
under section 3106, the borrower may be able 
to obtain a loan under section 3101) at rea-
sonable rates and terms, taking into consid-
eration prevailing private and cooperative 
rates and terms in the community in or near 
which the applicant resides for loans for 
similar purposes and periods of time. 

‘‘(2) AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE 
FUND.—The term ‘Agricultural Credit Insur-
ance Fund’ means the fund established under 
section 3401. 

‘‘(3) APPROVED LENDER.—The term ‘ap-
proved lender’ means— 

‘‘(A) a lender approved prior to October 28, 
1992, by the Secretary under the approved 
lender program established by exhibit A to 
subpart B of part 1980 of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on January 1, 
1991); or 

‘‘(B) a lender certified under section 3909. 
‘‘(4) AQUACULTURE.—The term ‘aqua-

culture’ means the culture or husbandry of 
aquatic animals or plants by private indus-
try for commercial purposes, including the 
culture and growing of fish by private indus-
try for the purpose of creating or aug-
menting publicly owned and regulated stocks 
of fish. 

‘‘(5) BEGINNING FARMER.—The term ‘begin-
ning farmer’ has the meaning given the term 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(6) BORROWER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the term ‘borrower’ means 
an individual or entity who has an out-
standing obligation to the Secretary under 
any loan made or guaranteed under this 
title, without regard to whether the loan has 
been accelerated. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘borrower’ 
does not include an individual or entity all 
of whose loans and accounts have been fore-
closed on or liquidated, voluntarily or other-
wise. 

‘‘(7) COUNTY COMMITTEE.—The term ‘county 
committee’ means the appropriate county 
committee established under section 8(b)(5) 
of the Soil Conservation and Domestic Allot-
ment Act (16 U.S.C. 590h(b)(5)). 

‘‘(8) DEBT FORGIVENESS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the term ‘debt forgiveness’ 
means reducing or terminating a loan made 
or guaranteed under this title, in a manner 
that results in a loss to the Secretary, 
through— 

‘‘(i) writing down or writing off a loan 
under section 3411; 

‘‘(ii) compromising, adjusting, reducing, or 
charging-off a debt or claim under section 
3903; 

‘‘(iii) paying a loss on a guaranteed loan 
under this title; or 

‘‘(iv) discharging a debt as a result of 
bankruptcy. 

‘‘(B) LOAN RESTRUCTURING.—The term ‘debt 
forgiveness’ does not include consolidation, 
rescheduling, reamortization, or deferral. 

‘‘(9) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘Department’ 
means the Department of Agriculture. 

‘‘(10) DIRECT LOAN.—The term ‘direct loan’ 
means a loan made by the Secretary from 
appropriated funds. 

‘‘(11) ENTITY.—The term ‘entity’ means a 
corporation, farm cooperative, partnership, 
joint operation, governmental entity, or 
other legal organization, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(12) FARM.—The term ‘farm’ means an op-
eration involved in— 

‘‘(A) the production of an agricultural 
commodity; 

‘‘(B) ranching; or 
‘‘(C) aquaculture, in a controlled environ-

ment. 
‘‘(13) FARMER.—The term ‘farmer’ means 

an individual or entity engaged primarily 
and directly in— 

‘‘(A) the production of an agricultural 
commodity; 

‘‘(B) ranching; or 
‘‘(C) aquaculture, in a controlled environ-

ment. 
‘‘(14) FARMER PROGRAM LOAN.—The term 

‘farmer program loan’ means— 
‘‘(A) a farm ownership loan under section 

3101; 
‘‘(B) a conservation loan under section 

3103; 
‘‘(C) an operating loan under section 3201; 
‘‘(D) an emergency loan under section 3301; 
‘‘(E) an economic emergency loan under 

section 202 of the Emergency Agricultural 
Credit Adjustment Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. prec. 
1961 note; Public Law 95–334); 

‘‘(F) a loan for a farm service building 
under section 502 of the Housing Act of 1949 
(42 U.S.C. 1472); 

‘‘(G) an economic opportunity loan under 
section 602 of the Economic Opportunity Act 
of 1964 (Public Law 88–452; 42 U.S.C. 2942 
note) (as it existed before the amendment 
made by section 683(a) of the Omnibus Budg-
et Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Public Law 97– 
35; 95 Stat. 519)); 

‘‘(H) a softwood timber loan under section 
608 of the Agricultural Programs Adjustment 
Act of 1984 (7 U.S.C. 1981 note; Public Law 98– 
258); or 

‘‘(I) any other loan described in section 
343(a)(10) of this title (as it existed before the 
amendment made by section 2 of the Agri-
culture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013) 
that is outstanding on the date of enactment 
of that Act. 

‘‘(15) FARM SERVICE AGENCY.—The term 
‘Farm Service Agency’ means the offices of 
the Farm Service Agency to which the Sec-
retary delegates responsibility to carry out 
this title. 

‘‘(16) GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY.—The term 
‘governmental entity’ means any agency of a 
State or a unit of local government of a 
State, or subdivision thereof. 

‘‘(17) GUARANTEE.—The term ‘guarantee’ 
means guaranteeing the payment of a loan 
originated, held, and serviced by a private fi-
nancial agency, or lender, approved by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(18) HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND.—The term 
‘highly erodible land’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 1201(a) of the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3801(a)). 

‘‘(19) HOMESTEAD RETENTION.—The term 
‘homestead retention’ means homestead re-
tention as authorized under section 3414. 

‘‘(20) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian 
tribe’ means a Federal or State-recognized 
Indian tribe or other federally recognized In-
dian tribal group (including a Tribal College 
or University, as defined in section 316(b) of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1059c(b)). 

‘‘(21) LOAN SERVICE PROGRAM.—The term 
‘loan service program’ means, with respect 
to a farmer program loan borrower, a pri-
mary loan service program or a homestead 
retention program. 

‘‘(22) NATURAL OR MAJOR DISASTER OR EMER-
GENCY.—The term ‘natural or major disaster 
or emergency’ means— 

‘‘(A) a disaster due to nonmanmade causes 
declared by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(B) a major disaster or emergency des-
ignated by the President under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

‘‘(23) PRIMARY LOAN SERVICE PROGRAM.— 
The term ‘primary loan service program’ 

means, with respect to a farmer program 
loan— 

‘‘(A) loan consolidation, rescheduling, or 
reamortization; 

‘‘(B) interest rate reduction, including the 
use of the limited resource program; 

‘‘(C) loan restructuring, including deferral, 
set aside, or writing down of the principal or 
accumulated interest charges, or both, of the 
loan; or 

‘‘(D) any combination of actions described 
in subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C). 

‘‘(24) PRIME FARMLAND.—The term ‘prime 
farmland’ means prime farmland and unique 
farmland (as defined in subsections (a) and 
(b) of section 657.5 of title 7, Code of Federal 
Regulations (1980)). 

‘‘(25) PROJECT.—For purposes of section 
3501, the term ‘project’ includes a facility 
providing central service or a facility serv-
ing an individual property, or both. 

‘‘(26) QUALIFIED BEGINNING FARMER.—The 
term ‘qualified beginning farmer’ means an 
applicant, regardless of whether the appli-
cant is participating in a program under sec-
tion 3107, who— 

‘‘(A) is eligible for assistance under sub-
title A; 

‘‘(B) has not operated a farm, or has oper-
ated a farm for not more than 10 years; 

‘‘(C) in the case of a cooperative, corpora-
tion, partnership, or joint operation, has 
members, stockholders, partners, or joint op-
erators who are all related to each other by 
blood or marriage; 

‘‘(D) in the case of a farmer who is the 
owner and operator of a farm— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a loan made to an indi-
vidual, individually or with the immediate 
family of the applicant— 

‘‘(I) materially and substantially partici-
pates in the operation of the farm; and 

‘‘(II) provides substantial day-to-day labor 
and management of the farm, consistent 
with the practices in the State or county in 
which the farm is located; or 

‘‘(ii)(I) in the case of a loan made to a co-
operative, corporation, partnership, or joint 
operation, has members, stockholders, part-
ners, or joint operators who materially and 
substantially participate in the operation of 
the farm; and 

‘‘(II) in the case of a loan made to a cor-
poration, has stockholders who all qualify 
individually as beginning farmers; 

‘‘(E) in the case of an applicant seeking to 
become an owner and operator of a farm— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a loan made to an indi-
vidual, individually or with the immediate 
family of the applicant, will— 

‘‘(I) materially and substantially partici-
pate in the operation of the farm; and 

‘‘(II) provide substantial day-to-day labor 
and management of the farm, consistent 
with the practices in the State or county in 
which the farm is located; or 

‘‘(ii)(I) in the case of a loan made to a co-
operative, corporation, partnership, or joint 
operation, will have members, stockholders, 
partners, or joint operators who will materi-
ally and substantially participate in the op-
eration of the farm; and 

‘‘(II) in the case of a loan made to a cor-
poration, has stockholders who will all qual-
ify individually as beginning farmers; 

‘‘(F) agrees to participate in such loan as-
sessment, borrower training, and financial 
management programs as the Secretary may 
require; 

‘‘(G)(i) does not own farm land; or 
‘‘(ii) directly or through interests in family 

farm corporations, owns farm land, the ag-
gregate acreage of which does not exceed 30 
percent of the average acreage of the farms, 
as the case may be, in the county in which 
the farm operations of the applicant are lo-
cated, as reported in the most recent census 
of agriculture taken in accordance with the 
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Census of Agriculture Act of 1997 (7 U.S.C. 
2204g et seq.), except that this subparagraph 
shall not apply to a loan made or guaranteed 
under chapter 2 of subtitle A; and 

‘‘(H) demonstrates that the available re-
sources of the applicant and any spouse of 
the applicant are not sufficient to enable the 
applicant to farm on a viable scale. 

‘‘(27) RECREATIONAL PURPOSE.—For pur-
poses of section 3410, the term ‘recreational 
purpose’ has the meaning provided by the 
Secretary, but shall include hunting. 

‘‘(28) RURAL AND RURAL AREA.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to any deter-

mination made under subparagraph (B), the 
terms ‘rural’ and ‘rural area’ mean any area 
other than— 

‘‘(i) a city or town that has a population of 
greater than 50,000 inhabitants; and 

‘‘(ii) any urbanized area contiguous and ad-
jacent to a city or town described in clause 
(i). 

‘‘(B) DETERMINATION OF AREAS RURAL IN 
CHARACTER.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If part of an area de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii) was eligible 
under the definitions of the terms ‘rural’ and 
‘rural area’ in section 343 (as in effect on the 
day before the date of enactment of the Agri-
culture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013) 
for community facility, water and waste dis-
posal, and broadband programs, that area 
shall remain eligible unless the Secretary, 
acting through the Under Secretary for 
Rural Development (referred to in this sub-
paragraph as the ‘Under Secretary’), deter-
mines the area is no longer rural, based on 
the criteria described in clause (iii). 

‘‘(ii) OTHER AREAS.—On petition of a unit 
of local government in an urbanized area de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii), or on the ini-
tiative of the Under Secretary, the Under 
Secretary may determine that part of an 
area is rural, based on the criteria described 
in clause (iii). 

‘‘(iii) CRITERIA.—In making a determina-
tion under clause (i), the Under Secretary 
shall consider— 

‘‘(I) population density; 
‘‘(II) economic conditions, favoring a rural 

determination for areas facing— 
‘‘(aa) chronic unemployment in excess of 

statewide averages; 
‘‘(bb) sudden loss of employment from nat-

ural disaster or the loss of a significant em-
ployer in the area; or 

‘‘(cc) chronic poverty demonstrated at the 
census block or county level compared to 
statewide median household income; and 

‘‘(III) commuting patterns, favoring a rural 
determination for areas that can dem-
onstrate higher proportions of the popu-
lation living and working in the area. 

‘‘(iv) ADMINISTRATION.—In carrying out 
this subparagraph, the Under Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(I) not delegate the authority to carry 
out this subparagraph; 

‘‘(II) not make a determination under 
clause (i) until the date that is 3 years after 
the date of enactment of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013; 

‘‘(III) consult with the applicable rural de-
velopment State or regional director of the 
Department and the Governor of the respec-
tive State; 

‘‘(IV) provide an opportunity to appeal to 
the Under Secretary a determination made 
under this subparagraph; 

‘‘(V) release to the public notice of a peti-
tion filed or initiative of the Under Sec-
retary under this subparagraph not later 
than 30 days after receipt of the petition or 
the commencement of the initiative, as ap-
propriate; 

‘‘(VI) make a determination under this 
subparagraph not less than 15 days, and not 

more than 60 days, after the release of the 
notice under subclause (V); and 

‘‘(VII) submit to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate an annual report 
on actions taken to carry out this subpara-
graph. 

‘‘(v) HAWAII AND PUERTO RICO.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of this sub-
section, within the areas of the County of 
Honolulu, Hawaii, and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the Under Secretary may des-
ignate any part of the areas as a rural area 
if the Under Secretary determines that the 
part is not urban in character, other than 
any area included in the Honolulu Census 
Designated Place or the San Juan Census 
Designated Place. 

‘‘(C) EXCLUSIONS.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this paragraph, in deter-
mining which census blocks in an urbanized 
area are not in a rural area (as defined in 
this paragraph), the Secretary shall exclude 
any cluster of census blocks that would oth-
erwise be considered not in a rural area only 
because the cluster is adjacent to not more 
than 2 census blocks that are otherwise con-
sidered not in a rural area under this para-
graph. 

‘‘(29) SEASONED DIRECT LOAN BORROWER.— 
The term ‘seasoned direct loan borrower’ 
means a borrower who could reasonably be 
expected to qualify for commercial credit 
using criteria determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(30) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture. 

‘‘(31) SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMER.— 
The term ‘socially disadvantaged farmer’ 
means a farmer who is a member of a so-
cially disadvantaged group. 

‘‘(32) SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED GROUP.— 
The term ‘socially disadvantaged group’ 
means a group whose members have been 
subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender preju-
dice because of the identity of the members 
as members of a group without regard to the 
individual qualities of the members. 

‘‘(33) SOLAR ENERGY.—The term ‘solar en-
ergy’ means energy derived from sources 
(other than fossil fuels) and technologies in-
cluded in the Federal Nonnuclear Energy Re-
search and Development Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C. 5901 et seq.). 

‘‘(34) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means— 
‘‘(A) in this title (other than subtitle A), 

each of the 50 States, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau; and 

‘‘(B) in subtitle A, each of the 50 States, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and, to the extent the Secretary deter-
mines it to be feasible and appropriate, the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, and the Repub-
lic of Palau. 

‘‘(35) STATE BEGINNING FARMER PROGRAM.— 
The term ‘State beginning farmer program’ 
means any program that is— 

‘‘(A) carried out by, or under contract 
with, a State; and 

‘‘(B) designed to assist qualified beginning 
farmers in obtaining the financial assistance 
necessary to enter agriculture and establish 
viable farming operations. 

‘‘(36) VETERAN.—The term ‘veteran’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 101 of 
title 38, United States Code. 

‘‘(37) WETLAND.—The term ‘wetland’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 1201(a) 
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 
3801(a)). 

‘‘(38) WILDLIFE.—The term ‘wildlife’ means 
fish or wildlife (as defined in section 2(a) of 
the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 U.S.C. 
3371(a))). 

‘‘Subtitle B—Rural Development 
‘‘CHAPTER 1—RURAL COMMUNITY 

PROGRAMS 
‘‘SEC. 3501. WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL LOANS, 

LOAN GUARANTEES, AND GRANTS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

make grants and loans and issue loan guar-
antees (including a guarantee of a loan fi-
nanced by the net proceeds of a bond de-
scribed in section 142(a) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986) to eligible entities de-
scribed in subsection (b) for projects in rural 
areas that primarily serve rural residents to 
provide for— 

‘‘(1) the development, storage, treatment, 
purification, or distribution of water or the 
collection, treatment, or disposal of waste; 
and 

‘‘(2) financial assistance and other aid in 
the planning of projects for purposes de-
scribed in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Entities eligible 
for assistance described in subsection (a) 
are— 

‘‘(1) associations (including corporations 
not operated for profit); 

‘‘(2) Indian tribes; 
‘‘(3) public and quasi-public agencies; and 
‘‘(4) in the case of a project to attach an in-

dividual property in a rural area to a water 
system to alleviate a health risk, an indi-
vidual. 

‘‘(c) LOAN AND LOAN GUARANTEE REQUIRE-
MENTS.—In connection with loans made or 
guaranteed under this section, the Secretary 
shall require the applicant— 

‘‘(1) to certify in writing, and the Sec-
retary shall determine, that the applicant is 
unable to obtain credit elsewhere to finance 
the actual needs of the applicant at reason-
able rates and terms, taking into consider-
ation prevailing private and cooperative 
rates and terms in the community in or near 
which the applicant resides for loans for 
similar purposes and periods of time; and 

‘‘(2) to furnish an appropriate written fi-
nancial statement. 

‘‘(d) GRANT AMOUNTS.— 
‘‘(1) MAXIMUM.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection, the amount of any 
grant made under this section shall not ex-
ceed 75 percent of the development cost of 
the project for which the grant is provided. 

‘‘(2) GRANT RATE.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish the grant rate for each project in 
conformity with regulations issued by the 
Secretary that shall provide for a graduated 
scale of grant rates that establish higher 
rates for projects in communities that 
have— 

‘‘(A) lower community population; 
‘‘(B) higher rates of outmigration; and 
‘‘(C) lower income levels. 
‘‘(3) LOCAL SHARE REQUIREMENTS.—Grants 

made under this section may be used to pay 
the local share requirements of another Fed-
eral grant-in-aid program to the extent per-
mitted under the law providing for the 
grant-in-aid program. 

‘‘(e) SPECIAL GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) REVOLVING FUNDS FOR FINANCING 

WATER AND WASTEWATER PROJECTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

make grants to qualified, nonprofit entities 
in rural areas to capitalize revolving funds 
for the purpose of providing financing to eli-
gible entities for— 

‘‘(i) predevelopment costs associated with 
proposed water and wastewater projects or 
with existing water and wastewater systems; 
and 

‘‘(ii) short-term costs incurred for replace-
ment equipment, small-scale extension serv-
ices, or other small capital projects that are 
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not part of the regular operations and main-
tenance activities of existing water and 
wastewater systems. 

‘‘(B) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF FINANCING.—The 
amount of financing made to an eligible en-
tity under this paragraph shall not exceed— 

‘‘(i) $100,000 for costs described in subpara-
graph (A)(i); and 

‘‘(ii) $100,000 for costs described in subpara-
graph (A)(ii). 

‘‘(C) TERM.—The term of financing pro-
vided to an eligible entity under this para-
graph shall not exceed 10 years. 

‘‘(D) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall 
limit the amount of grant funds that may be 
used by a grant recipient for administrative 
costs incurred under this paragraph. 

‘‘(E) ANNUAL REPORT.—A nonprofit entity 
receiving a grant under this paragraph shall 
submit to the Secretary an annual report 
that describes the number and size of com-
munities served and the type of financing 
provided. 

‘‘(F) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this paragraph $30,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(2) EMERGENCY AND IMMINENT COMMUNITY 
WATER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide grants in accordance with this para-
graph to assist the residents of rural areas 
and small communities to secure adequate 
quantities of safe water— 

‘‘(i) after a significant decline in the quan-
tity or quality of water available from the 
water supplies of the rural areas and small 
communities, or when such a decline is im-
minent; or 

‘‘(ii) when repairs, partial replacement, or 
significant maintenance efforts on estab-
lished water systems would remedy— 

‘‘(I) an acute or imminent shortage of qual-
ity water; or 

‘‘(II) a significant or imminent decline in 
the quantity or quality of water that is 
available. 

‘‘(B) PRIORITY.—In carrying out subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) give priority to projects described in 
subparagraph (A)(i); and 

‘‘(ii) provide at least 70 percent of all 
grants under this paragraph to those 
projects. 

‘‘(C) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to obtain 
a grant under this paragraph, an applicant 
shall— 

‘‘(i) be a public or private nonprofit entity; 
and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a grant made under sub-
paragraph (A)(i), demonstrate to the Sec-
retary that the decline referred to in that 
subparagraph occurred, or will occur, not 
later than 2 years after the date on which 
the application was filed for the grant. 

‘‘(D) USES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Grants made under this 

paragraph may be used— 
‘‘(I) for waterline extensions from existing 

systems, laying of new waterlines, repairs, 
significant maintenance, digging of new 
wells, equipment replacement, and hook and 
tap fees; 

‘‘(II) for any other appropriate purpose as-
sociated with developing sources of, treating, 
storing, or distributing water; 

‘‘(III) to assist communities in complying 
with the requirements of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) 
or the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300f et seq.); and 

‘‘(IV) to provide potable water to commu-
nities through other means. 

‘‘(ii) JOINT PROPOSALS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the restric-

tions in subparagraph (E), nothing in this 
paragraph precludes rural communities from 

submitting joint proposals for emergency 
water assistance. 

‘‘(II) CONSIDERATION OF RESTRICTIONS.—The 
restrictions in subparagraph (E) shall be con-
sidered in the aggregate, depending on the 
number of communities involved. 

‘‘(E) RESTRICTIONS.— 
‘‘(i) MAXIMUM INCOME.—No grant provided 

under this paragraph shall be used to assist 
any rural area or community that has a me-
dian household income in excess of the State 
nonmetropolitan median household income 
according to the most recent decennial cen-
sus of the United States. 

‘‘(ii) SET-ASIDE FOR SMALLER COMMU-
NITIES.—Not less than 50 percent of the funds 
allocated under this paragraph shall be allo-
cated to rural communities with populations 
that do not exceed 3,000 inhabitants. 

‘‘(F) MAXIMUM GRANTS.—Grants made 
under this paragraph may not exceed— 

‘‘(i) in the case of each grant made under 
subparagraph (A)(i), $500,000; and 

‘‘(ii) in the case of each grant made under 
subparagraph (A)(ii), $150,000. 

‘‘(G) FULL FUNDING.—Subject to subpara-
graph (F), grants under this paragraph shall 
be made in an amount equal to 100 percent of 
the costs of the projects conducted under 
this paragraph. 

‘‘(H) APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(i) NATIONALLY COMPETITIVE APPLICATION 

PROCESS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-

velop a nationally competitive application 
process to award grants under this para-
graph. 

‘‘(II) REQUIREMENTS.—The process shall in-
clude criteria for evaluating applications, in-
cluding population, median household in-
come, and the severity of the decline, or im-
minent decline, in the quantity or quality of 
water. 

‘‘(ii) TIMING OF REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS.— 
‘‘(I) SIMPLIFIED APPLICATION.—The applica-

tion process developed by the Secretary 
under clause (i) shall include a simplified ap-
plication form that will permit expedited 
consideration of an application for a grant 
filed under this paragraph. 

‘‘(II) PRIORITY REVIEW.—In processing ap-
plications for any water or waste grant or 
loan authorized under this section, the Sec-
retary shall afford priority processing to an 
application for a grant under this paragraph 
to the extent funds will be available for an 
award on the application at the conclusion of 
priority processing. 

‘‘(III) TIMING.—The Secretary shall, to the 
maximum extent practicable, review and act 
on an application under this paragraph not 
later than 60 days after the date on which 
the application is submitted to the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(I) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(i) RESERVATION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—For each fiscal year, not 

less than 3 nor more than 5 percent of the 
total amount made available to carry out 
this section for the fiscal year shall be re-
served for grants under this paragraph. 

‘‘(II) RELEASE.—Funds reserved under sub-
clause (I) for a fiscal year shall be reserved 
only until July 1 of the fiscal year. 

‘‘(ii) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
In addition to funds made available under 
clause (i), there is authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out this paragraph 
$35,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018. 

‘‘(3) WATER AND WASTE FACILITY LOANS AND 
GRANTS TO ALLEVIATE HEALTH RISKS.— 

‘‘(A) DEFINITION OF COOPERATIVE.—In this 
paragraph, the term ‘cooperative’ means a 
cooperative formed specifically for the pur-
pose of the installation, expansion, improve-
ment, or operation of water supply or waste 
disposal facilities or systems. 

‘‘(B) LOANS AND GRANTS TO PERSONS OTHER 
THAN INDIVIDUALS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make or guarantee loans and make grants to 
provide for the conservation, development, 
use, and control of water (including the ex-
tension or improvement of existing water 
supply systems) and the installation or im-
provement of drainage or waste disposal fa-
cilities and essential community facilities, 
including necessary related equipment, 
training, and technical assistance to— 

‘‘(I) rural water supply corporations, co-
operatives, or similar entities; 

‘‘(II) Indian tribes on Federal or State res-
ervations and other federally recognized In-
dian tribes; 

‘‘(III) rural or native villages in the State 
of Alaska; 

‘‘(IV) native tribal health consortiums; 
‘‘(V) public agencies; and 
‘‘(VI) Native Hawaiian Home Lands. 
‘‘(ii) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—Loans and grants 

described in clause (i) shall be available only 
to provide the described water and waste fa-
cilities and services to communities whose 
residents face significant health risks, as de-
termined by the Secretary, due to the fact 
that a significant proportion of the residents 
of the community do not have access to, or 
are not served by, adequate affordable— 

‘‘(I) water supply systems; or 
‘‘(II) waste disposal facilities. 
‘‘(iii) MATCHING REQUIREMENTS.—For enti-

ties described under subclauses (III), (IV), or 
(V) of clause (i) to be eligible to receive a 
grant for water supply systems or waste dis-
posal facilities, the State in which the 
project will occur shall provide 25 percent in 
matching funds from non-Federal sources. 

‘‘(iv) CERTAIN AREAS TARGETED.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Loans and grants under 

clause (i) shall be made only if the loan or 
grant funds will be used primarily to provide 
water or waste services, or both, to residents 
of a county or census area— 

‘‘(aa) the per capita income of the resi-
dents of which is not more than 70 percent of 
the national average per capita income, as 
determined by the Department of Commerce; 
and 

‘‘(bb) the unemployment rate of the resi-
dents of which is not less than 125 percent of 
the national average unemployment rate, as 
determined by the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics. 

‘‘(II) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding sub-
clause (I), loans and grants under clause (i) 
may also be made if the loan or grant funds 
will be used primarily to provide water or 
waste services, or both, to residents of— 

‘‘(aa) a rural area that was recognized as a 
colonia as of October 1, 1989; or 

‘‘(bb) an area described under subclause 
(II), (III), or (VI) of clause (i). 

‘‘(C) LOANS AND GRANTS TO INDIVIDUALS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

make or guarantee loans and make grants to 
individuals who reside in a community de-
scribed in subparagraph (B)(i) for the purpose 
of extending water supply and waste disposal 
systems, connecting the systems to the resi-
dences of the individuals, or installing 
plumbing and fixtures within the residences 
of the individuals to facilitate the use of the 
water supply and waste disposal systems. 

‘‘(ii) INTEREST.—Loans described in clause 
(i) shall be at a rate of interest no greater 
than the Federal Financing Bank rate on 
loans of a similar term at the time the loans 
are made. 

‘‘(iii) AMORTIZATION.—The repayment of 
loans described in clause (i) shall be amor-
tized over the expected life of the water sup-
ply or waste disposal system to which the 
residence of the borrower will be connected. 
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‘‘(iv) MANNER IN WHICH LOANS AND GRANTS 

ARE TO BE MADE.—Loans and grants to indi-
viduals under clause (i) shall be made— 

‘‘(I) directly to the individuals by the Sec-
retary; or 

‘‘(II) to the individuals through the rural 
water supply corporation, cooperative, or 
similar entity, or public agency, providing 
the water supply or waste disposal services, 
pursuant to regulations issued by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(D) PREFERENCE.—The Secretary shall 
give preference in the awarding of loans and 
grants under subparagraphs (B) and (C) to 
entities described in clause (i) of subpara-
graph (B) that propose to provide water sup-
ply or waste disposal services to the resi-
dents of Indian reservations, rural or native 
villages in the State of Alaska, Native Ha-
waiian Home Lands, and those rural subdivi-
sions commonly referred to as colonias, that 
are characterized by substandard housing, 
inadequate roads and drainage, and a lack of 
adequate water or waste facilities. 

‘‘(E) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER AUTHORITY.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the head of any Federal agency may enter 
into interagency agreements with Federal, 
State, tribal, and other entities to share re-
sources, including transferring and accepting 
funds, equipment, or other supplies, to carry 
out the activities described in this para-
graph. 

‘‘(F) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated— 

‘‘(i) for grants under this paragraph, 
$60,000,000 for each fiscal year; 

‘‘(ii) for loans under this paragraph, 
$60,000,000 for each fiscal year; and 

‘‘(iii) in addition to grants provided under 
clause (i), for grants under this section to 
benefit Indian tribes, $20,000,000 for each fis-
cal year. 

‘‘(4) SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT GRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

make grants to nonprofit organizations for 
the provision of regional technical assist-
ance to local and regional governments and 
related agencies for the purpose of reducing 
or eliminating pollution of water resources 
and improving the planning and manage-
ment of solid waste disposal facilities in 
rural areas. 

‘‘(B) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANT 
AMOUNTS.—Grants made under this para-
graph for the provision of technical assist-
ance shall be made for 100 percent of the cost 
of the technical assistance. 

‘‘(C) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this paragraph $10,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(5) RURAL WATER AND WASTEWATER TECH-
NICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING PROGRAMS.— 

‘‘(A) GRANTS TO NONPROFITS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 

grants to nonprofit organizations to enable 
the organizations to provide to associations 
that provide water and wastewater services 
in rural areas technical assistance and train-
ing— 

‘‘(I) to identify, and evaluate alternative 
solutions to, problems relating to the obtain-
ing, storage, treatment, purification, or dis-
tribution of water or the collection, treat-
ment, or disposal of waste in rural areas; 

‘‘(II) to prepare applications to receive fi-
nancial assistance for any purpose specified 
in subsection (a)(1) from any public or pri-
vate source; and 

‘‘(III) to improve the operation and main-
tenance practices at any existing works for 
the storage, treatment, purification, or dis-
tribution of water or the collection, treat-
ment, or disposal of waste in rural areas. 

‘‘(ii) SELECTION PRIORITY.—In selecting re-
cipients of grants to be made under clause 
(i), the Secretary shall give priority to non-

profit organizations that have experience in 
providing the technical assistance and train-
ing described in clause (i) to associations 
serving rural areas in which— 

‘‘(I) residents have low income; and 
‘‘(II) water supply systems or waste facili-

ties are unhealthful. 
‘‘(iii) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subclause (II), not less than 1 nor more than 
3 percent of any funds made available to 
carry out water and waste disposal projects 
described in subsection (a) for any fiscal year 
shall be reserved for grants under this para-
graph. 

‘‘(II) EXCEPTION.—The minimum amount 
specified in subclause (I) shall not apply if 
the aggregate amount of grant funds re-
quested by applications that qualify for 
grants received by the Secretary from eligi-
ble nonprofit organizations for the fiscal 
year totals less than 1 percent of those funds. 

‘‘(B) RURAL WATER AND WASTEWATER CIR-
CUIT RIDER PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
tinue a national rural water and wastewater 
circuit rider program that— 

‘‘(I) is consistent with the activities and 
results of the program conducted before Jan-
uary 1, 2012, as determined by the Secretary; 
and 

‘‘(II) received funding from the Secretary, 
acting through the Administrator of the 
Rural Utilities Service. 

‘‘(ii) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subparagraph $25,000,000 for 
fiscal year 2014 and each fiscal year there-
after. 

‘‘(6) SEARCH PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may es-

tablish a Special Evaluation Assistance for 
Rural Communities and Households 
(SEARCH) program to make predevelopment 
planning grants for feasibility studies, de-
sign assistance, and technical assistance, to 
financially distressed communities in rural 
areas with populations of 2,500 or fewer in-
habitants for water and waste disposal 
projects described in this section. 

‘‘(B) TERMS.— 
‘‘(i) DOCUMENTATION.—With respect to 

grants made under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall require the lowest quantity of 
documentation practicable. 

‘‘(ii) MATCHING.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this section, the Secretary 
may fund up to 100 percent of the eligible 
costs of grants provided under this para-
graph, as determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(iii) FUNDING.—The Secretary may use 
not more than 4 percent of the total amount 
of funds made available for a fiscal year for 
water, waste disposal, and essential commu-
nity facility activities under this chapter to 
carry out this paragraph. 

‘‘(C) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The funds and authori-

ties provided under this paragraph are in ad-
dition to any other funds or authorities the 
Secretary may have to carry out activities 
described in this section. 

‘‘(ii) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—The Sec-
retary may furnish financial assistance or 
other aid in planning projects for the pur-
poses described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(f) PRIORITY.—In making grants and 
loans, and guaranteeing loans, for water, 
wastewater, and waste disposal projects 
under this section, the Secretary shall give 
priority consideration to projects that serve 
rural communities that, as determined by 
the Secretary— 

‘‘(1) have a population of less than 5,500 
permanent residents; 

‘‘(2) have a community water, wastewater, 
or waste disposal system that— 

‘‘(A) is experiencing— 

‘‘(i) an unanticipated reduction in the 
quality of water, the quantity of water, or 
the ability to deliver water; or 

‘‘(ii) some other deterioration in the sup-
ply of water to the community; 

‘‘(B) is not adequate to meet the needs of 
the community; and 

‘‘(C) requires immediate corrective action; 
‘‘(3) are experiencing outmigration; 
‘‘(4) have a high percentage of low-income 

residents; or 
‘‘(5) are isolated from other significant 

population centers. 
‘‘(g) CURTAILMENT OR LIMITATION OF SERV-

ICE PROHIBITED.—The service provided or 
made available through any such association 
shall not be curtailed or limited by inclusion 
of the area served by such association within 
the boundaries of any municipal corporation 
or other public body, or by the granting of 
any private franchise for similar service 
within such area during the term of such 
loan; nor shall the happening of any such 
event be the basis of requiring such associa-
tion to secure any franchise, license, or per-
mit as a condition to continuing to serve the 
area served by the association at the time of 
the occurrence of such event. 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as are nec-
essary. 
‘‘SEC. 3502. COMMUNITY FACILITIES LOANS, 

LOAN GUARANTEES, AND GRANTS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

make grants and loans and issue loan guar-
antees (including a guarantee of a loan fi-
nanced by the net proceeds of a bond de-
scribed in section 142(a) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986) to eligible entities de-
scribed in subsection (b) for projects in rural 
areas that primarily serve rural residents to 
provide for— 

‘‘(1) essential community facilities, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(A) necessary equipment; 
‘‘(B) recreational developments; and 
‘‘(2) financial assistance and other assist-

ance in the planning of projects for purposes 
described in this section. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Entities eligible 
for assistance described in subsection (a) 
are— 

‘‘(1) associations (including corporations 
not operated for profit); 

‘‘(2) Indian tribes (including groups of indi-
viduals described in paragraph (4) of section 
815 of the Native American Programs Act of 
1974 (42 U.S.C. 2992c)); and 

‘‘(3) public and quasi-public agencies. 
‘‘(c) LOAN AND LOAN GUARANTEE REQUIRE-

MENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In connection with loans 

made or guaranteed under this section, the 
Secretary shall require the applicant— 

‘‘(A) to certify in writing, and the Sec-
retary shall determine, that the applicant is 
unable to obtain credit elsewhere to finance 
the actual needs of the applicant; and 

‘‘(B) to furnish an appropriate written fi-
nancial statement. 

‘‘(2) DEBT RESTRUCTURING AND LOAN SERV-
ICING FOR COMMUNITY FACILITY LOANS.—The 
Secretary shall establish and implement a 
program that is similar to the program es-
tablished under section 3411, except that the 
debt restructuring and loan servicing proce-
dures shall apply to delinquent community 
facility program loans to a hospital or 
health care facility under subsection (a). 

‘‘(d) GRANT AMOUNTS.— 
‘‘(1) MAXIMUM.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection, the amount of any 
grant made under this section shall not ex-
ceed 75 percent of the development cost of 
the project for which the grant is provided. 

‘‘(2) GRANT RATE.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish the grant rate for each project in 
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conformity with regulations issued by the 
Secretary that shall provide for a graduated 
scale of grant rates that establish higher 
rates for projects in communities that 
have— 

‘‘(A) low community population; 
‘‘(B) high rates of outmigration; and 
‘‘(C) low income levels. 
‘‘(3) LOCAL SHARE REQUIREMENTS.—Grants 

made under this section may be used to pay 
the local share requirements of another Fed-
eral grant-in-aid program to the extent per-
mitted under the law providing for the 
grant-in-aid program. 

‘‘(e) PRIORITY.—In making grants and 
loans, and guaranteeing loans under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall give priority con-
sideration to projects that serve rural com-
munities that— 

‘‘(1) have a population of less than 20,000 
permanent residents; 

‘‘(2) are experiencing outmigration; 
‘‘(3) have a high percentage of low-income 

residents; or 
‘‘(4) are isolated from other significant 

population centers. 
‘‘(f) TRIBAL COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 

grants to an entity that is a Tribal College 
or University (as defined in section 316(b) of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1059c(b))) to provide the Federal share of the 
cost of developing specific Tribal College or 
University essential community facilities in 
rural areas. 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Secretary shall 
establish the maximum percentage of the 
cost of the project that may be covered by a 
grant under this subsection, except that the 
Secretary may not require non-Federal fi-
nancial support in an amount that is greater 
than 5 percent of the total cost of the 
project. 

‘‘(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $10,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(g) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR COMMUNITY 
FACILITIES PROJECTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 
the Secretary may use funds made available 
for community facilities programs author-
ized under this section to provide technical 
assistance to applicants and participants for 
community facilities programs. 

‘‘(2) FUNDING.—The Secretary may use not 
more than 3 percent of the amount of funds 
made available to participants for a fiscal 
year for a community facilities program to 
provide technical assistance described in 
paragraph (1). 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as are nec-
essary. 
‘‘SEC. 3503. HEALTH CARE SERVICES. 

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to address the continued unmet health 
needs in the Delta region through coopera-
tion among health care professionals, insti-
tutions of higher education, research institu-
tions, and other individuals and entities in 
the region. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In 
this section, the term ‘eligible entity’ means 
a consortium of regional institutions of 
higher education, academic health and re-
search institutes, and economic development 
entities located in the Delta region that 
have experience in addressing the health 
care issues in the region. 

‘‘(c) GRANTS.—To carry out the purpose de-
scribed in subsection (a), the Secretary may 
award a grant to an eligible entity for— 

‘‘(1) the development of— 
‘‘(A) health care services; 
‘‘(B) health education programs; and 

‘‘(C) health care job training programs; and 
‘‘(2) the development and expansion of pub-

lic health-related facilities in the Delta re-
gion to address longstanding and unmet 
health needs of the region. 

‘‘(d) USE.—As a condition of the receipt of 
the grant, the eligible entity shall use the 
grant to fund projects and activities de-
scribed in subsection (c), based on input so-
licited from local governments, public health 
care providers, and other entities in the 
Delta region. 

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out this section $3,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘CHAPTER 2—RURAL BUSINESS AND 
COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT 

‘‘SEC. 3601. BUSINESS PROGRAMS. 
‘‘(a) RURAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 

grants under this subsection to eligible enti-
ties described in paragraph (2) in rural areas 
that primarily serve rural areas for purposes 
described in paragraph (3). 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Secretary 
may make grants under this subsection to— 

‘‘(A) governmental entities; 
‘‘(B) Indian tribes; and 
‘‘(C) nonprofit entities. 
‘‘(3) ELIGIBLE PURPOSES FOR GRANTS.—Eli-

gible entities that receive grants under this 
subsection may use the grant funds for— 

‘‘(A) business opportunity projects that— 
‘‘(i) identify and analyze business opportu-

nities; 
‘‘(ii) identify, train, and provide technical 

assistance to existing or prospective rural 
entrepreneurs and managers; 

‘‘(iii) assist in the establishment of new 
rural businesses and the maintenance of ex-
isting businesses, including through business 
support centers; 

‘‘(iv) conduct regional, community, and 
local economic development planning and 
coordination, and leadership development; 
and 

‘‘(v) establish centers for training, tech-
nology, and trade that will provide training 
to rural businesses in the use of interactive 
communications technologies to develop 
international trade opportunities and mar-
kets; and 

‘‘(B) projects that support the development 
of business enterprises that finance or facili-
tate— 

‘‘(i) the development of small and emerg-
ing private business enterprise; 

‘‘(ii) the establishment, expansion, and op-
eration of rural distance learning networks; 

‘‘(iii) the development of rural learning 
programs that provide educational instruc-
tion or job training instruction related to 
potential employment or job advancement to 
adult students; and 

‘‘(iv) the provision of technical assistance 
and training to rural communities for the 
purpose of improving passenger transpor-
tation services or facilities. 

‘‘(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out this subsection 
$65,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

‘‘(b) VALUE-ADDED AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCER GRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) MID-TIER VALUE CHAIN.—The term 

‘mid-tier value chain’ means a local and re-
gional supply network that links inde-
pendent producers with businesses and co-
operatives that market value-added agricul-
tural products in a manner that— 

‘‘(i) targets and strengthens the profit-
ability and competitiveness of small- and 

medium-sized farms that are structured as 
family farms; and 

‘‘(ii) obtains agreement from an eligible 
agricultural producer group, farmer coopera-
tive, or majority-controlled producer-based 
business venture that is engaged in the value 
chain on a marketing strategy. 

‘‘(B) PRODUCER.—The term ‘producer’ 
means a farmer. 

‘‘(C) VALUE-ADDED AGRICULTURAL PROD-
UCT.—The term ‘value-added agricultural 
product’ means any agricultural commodity 
or product— 

‘‘(i) that— 
‘‘(I) has undergone a change in physical 

state; 
‘‘(II) was produced in a manner that en-

hances the value of the agricultural com-
modity or product, as demonstrated through 
a business plan that shows the enhanced 
value, as determined by the Secretary; 

‘‘(III) is physically segregated in a manner 
that results in the enhancement of the value 
of the agricultural commodity or product; 

‘‘(IV) is a source of farm-based renewable 
energy, including E–85 fuel; or 

‘‘(V) is aggregated and marketed as a lo-
cally produced agricultural food product; and 

‘‘(ii) for which, as a result of the change in 
physical state or the manner in which the 
agricultural commodity or product was pro-
duced, marketed, or segregated— 

‘‘(I) the customer base for the agricultural 
commodity or product is expanded; and 

‘‘(II) a greater portion of the revenue de-
rived from the marketing, processing, or 
physical segregation of the agricultural com-
modity or product is available to the pro-
ducer of the commodity or product. 

‘‘(2) GRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

make grants under this subsection to— 
‘‘(i) independent producers of value-added 

agricultural products; and 
‘‘(ii) an agricultural producer group, farm-

er cooperative, or majority-controlled pro-
ducer-based business venture, as determined 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) GRANTS TO A PRODUCER.—A grantee 
under subparagraph (A)(i) shall use the 
grant— 

‘‘(i) to develop a business plan or perform 
a feasibility study to establish a viable mar-
keting opportunity (including through mid- 
tier value chains) for value-added agricul-
tural products; or 

‘‘(ii) to provide capital to establish alli-
ances or business ventures that allow the 
producer to better compete in domestic or 
international markets. 

‘‘(C) GRANTS TO AN AGRICULTURAL PRO-
DUCER GROUP, COOPERATIVE OR PRODUCER- 
BASED BUSINESS VENTURE.—A grantee under 
subparagraph (A)(ii) shall use the grant— 

‘‘(i) to develop a business plan for viable 
marketing opportunities in emerging mar-
kets for a value-added agricultural product; 
or 

‘‘(ii) to develop strategies that are in-
tended to create marketing opportunities in 
emerging markets for the value-added agri-
cultural product. 

‘‘(D) AWARD SELECTION.— 
‘‘(i) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under 

this subsection, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to projects— 

‘‘(I) that contribute to increasing opportu-
nities for operators of small- and medium- 
sized farms that are structured as family 
farms; or 

‘‘(II) at least 1⁄4 of the recipients of which 
are beginning farmers or socially disadvan-
taged farmers. 

‘‘(ii) RANKING.—In evaluating and ranking 
proposals under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall provide substantial weight to 
the priorities described in clause (i). 

‘‘(E) AMOUNT OF GRANT.— 
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‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The total amount pro-

vided to a grant recipient under this sub-
section shall not exceed $500,000. 

‘‘(ii) MAJORITY-CONTROLLED, PRODUCER- 
BASED BUSINESS VENTURES.—The total 
amount of all grants provided to majority- 
controlled, producer-based business ventures 
under this subsection for a fiscal year shall 
not exceed 10 percent of the amount of funds 
used to make all grants for the fiscal year 
under this subsection. 

‘‘(F) TERM.—The term of a grant under this 
paragraph shall not exceed 3 years. 

‘‘(G) SIMPLIFIED APPLICATION.—The Sec-
retary shall offer a simplified application 
form and process for project proposals re-
questing less than $50,000 under this sub-
section. 

‘‘(3) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $40,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(B) RESERVATION OF FUNDS FOR PROJECTS 
TO BENEFIT BEGINNING FARMERS, SOCIALLY 
DISADVANTAGED FARMERS, AND MID-TIER 
VALUE CHAINS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-
serve 10 percent of the amounts made avail-
able for each fiscal year under this sub-
section to fund projects that benefit begin-
ning farmers or socially disadvantaged farm-
ers. 

‘‘(ii) MID-TIER VALUE CHAINS.—The Sec-
retary shall reserve 10 percent of the 
amounts made available for each fiscal year 
under this subsection to fund applications of 
eligible entities described in paragraph (2) 
that propose to develop mid-tier value 
chains. 

‘‘(iii) UNOBLIGATED AMOUNTS.—Any 
amounts in the reserves for a fiscal year es-
tablished under clauses (i) and (ii) that are 
not obligated by June 30 of the fiscal year 
shall be available to the Secretary to make 
grants under this subsection to eligible enti-
ties in any State, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(C) MANDATORY FUNDING.—Of the funds of 
the Commodity Credit Corporation, the Sec-
retary shall use to carry out this subsection 
$12,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

‘‘(c) RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT 
GRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) NONPROFIT INSTITUTION.—The term 

‘nonprofit institution’ means any organiza-
tion or institution, including an accredited 
institution of higher education, no part of 
the net earnings of which inures, or may 
lawfully inure, to the benefit of any private 
shareholder or individual. 

‘‘(B) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘United 
States’ means— 

‘‘(i) the several States; and 
‘‘(ii) the District of Columbia. 
‘‘(2) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall make 

grants under this subsection to nonprofit in-
stitutions for the purpose of enabling the 
nonprofit institutions to establish and oper-
ate centers for rural cooperative develop-
ment. 

‘‘(3) GOALS.—The goals of a center funded 
under this subsection shall be to facilitate 
the creation of jobs in rural areas through 
the development of new rural cooperatives, 
value -added processing, and rural busi-
nesses. 

‘‘(4) APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any nonprofit institu-

tion seeking a grant under paragraph (2) 
shall submit to the Secretary an application 
containing a plan for the establishment and 
operation by the institution of 1 or more 
centers for cooperative development. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary may 
approve an application if the plan contains 
the following: 

‘‘(i) A provision that substantiates that the 
center will effectively serve rural areas in 
the United States. 

‘‘(ii) A provision that the primary objec-
tive of the center will be to improve the eco-
nomic condition of rural areas through coop-
erative development. 

‘‘(iii) A description of the activities that 
the center will carry out to accomplish the 
objective, which may include programs— 

‘‘(I) for applied research and feasibility 
studies that may be useful to individuals, co-
operatives, small businesses, and other simi-
lar entities in rural areas served by the cen-
ter; 

‘‘(II) for the collection, interpretation, and 
dissemination of information that may be 
useful to individuals, cooperatives, small 
businesses, and other similar entities in 
rural areas served by the center; 

‘‘(III) providing training and instruction 
for individuals, cooperatives, small busi-
nesses, and other similar entities in rural 
areas served by the center; 

‘‘(IV) providing loans and grants to indi-
viduals, cooperatives, small businesses, and 
other similar entities in rural areas served 
by the center; 

‘‘(V) providing technical assistance, re-
search services, and advisory services to in-
dividuals, cooperatives, small businesses, 
and other similar entities in rural areas 
served by the center; and 

‘‘(VI) providing for the coordination of 
services and sharing of information by the 
center. 

‘‘(iv) A description of the contributions 
that the activities are likely to make to the 
improvement of the economic conditions of 
the rural areas for which the center will pro-
vide services. 

‘‘(v) Provisions that the center, in carrying 
out the activities, will seek, if appropriate, 
the advice, participation, expertise, and as-
sistance of representatives of business, in-
dustry, educational institutions, the Federal 
Government, and State and local govern-
ments. 

‘‘(vi) Provisions that the center will take 
all practicable steps to develop continuing 
sources of financial support for the center, 
particularly from sources in the private sec-
tor. 

‘‘(vii) Provisions for— 
‘‘(I) monitoring and evaluating the activi-

ties by the nonprofit institution operating 
the center; and 

‘‘(II) accounting for funds received by the 
institution under this section. 

‘‘(5) AWARDING GRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Grants made under 

paragraph (2) shall be made on a competitive 
basis. 

‘‘(B) PREFERENCE.—In making grants under 
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall give pref-
erence to grant applications providing for 
the establishment of centers for rural coop-
erative development that— 

‘‘(i) demonstrate a proven track record in 
carrying out activities to promote and assist 
the development of cooperatively and mutu-
ally owned businesses; 

‘‘(ii) demonstrate previous expertise in 
providing technical assistance in rural areas 
to promote and assist the development of co-
operatively and mutually owned businesses; 

‘‘(iii) demonstrate the ability to assist in 
the retention of businesses, facilitate the es-
tablishment of cooperatives and new cooper-
ative approaches, and generate employment 
opportunities that will improve the eco-
nomic conditions of rural areas; 

‘‘(iv) commit to providing technical assist-
ance and other services to underserved and 

economically distressed areas in rural areas 
of the United States; 

‘‘(v) demonstrate a commitment to— 
‘‘(I) networking with and sharing the re-

sults of the efforts of the center with other 
cooperative development centers and other 
organizations involved in rural economic de-
velopment efforts; and 

‘‘(II) developing multiorganization and 
multistate approaches to addressing the eco-
nomic development and cooperative needs of 
rural areas; and 

‘‘(vi) commit to providing a 25 percent 
matching contribution with private funds 
and in-kind contributions, except that the 
Secretary shall not require non-Federal fi-
nancial support in an amount that is greater 
than 5 percent in the case of a 1994 institu-
tion (as defined in section 532 of the Equity 
in Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 
1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note; Public Law 103–382)). 

‘‘(6) GRANT PERIOD.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A grant awarded to a 

center that has received no prior funding 
under this subsection shall be made for a pe-
riod of 1 year. 

‘‘(B) MULTIYEAR GRANTS.—If the Secretary 
determines it to be in the best interest of the 
program, the Secretary shall award grants 
for a period of more than 1 year, but not 
more than 3 years, to a center that has suc-
cessfully met the requirements of paragraph 
(5)(B), as determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(7) AUTHORITY TO EXTEND GRANT PERIOD.— 
The Secretary may extend for 1 additional 
12-month period the period during which a 
grantee may use a grant made under this 
subsection. 

‘‘(8) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO PREVENT EX-
CESSIVE UNEMPLOYMENT OR UNDEREMPLOY-
MENT.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sub-
section, the Secretary may provide technical 
assistance to alleviate or prevent conditions 
of excessive unemployment, underemploy-
ment, outmigration, or low employment 
growth in economically distressed rural 
areas that the Secretary determines have a 
substantial need for the assistance. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—The assistance may in-
clude planning and feasibility studies, man-
agement and operational assistance, and 
studies evaluating the need for the develop-
ment potential of projects that increase em-
ployment and improve economic growth in 
the areas. 

‘‘(9) GRANTS TO DEFRAY ADMINISTRATIVE 
COSTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 
make grants to defray not to exceed 75 per-
cent of the costs incurred by organizations 
and public bodies to carry out projects for 
which grants or loans are made under this 
subsection. 

‘‘(B) COST-SHARING.—For purposes of deter-
mining the non-Federal share of the costs, 
the Secretary shall include contributions in 
cash and in kind, fairly evaluated, including 
premises, equipment, and services. 

‘‘(10) COOPERATIVE RESEARCH PROGRAM.— 
The Secretary shall offer to enter into a co-
operative research agreement with 1 or more 
qualified academic institutions in each fiscal 
year to conduct research on the effects of all 
types of cooperatives on the national econ-
omy. 

‘‘(11) ADDRESSING NEEDS OF MINORITY COM-
MUNITIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the total amount ap-
propriated under paragraph (13) for a fiscal 
year exceeds $7,500,000, the Secretary shall 
reserve an amount equal to 20 percent of the 
total amount appropriated for grants for co-
operative development centers, individual 
cooperatives, or groups of cooperatives— 

‘‘(i) that serve socially disadvantaged 
groups; and 
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‘‘(ii) a majority of the boards of directors 

or governing boards of which are comprised 
of individuals who are members of socially 
disadvantaged groups. 

‘‘(B) INSUFFICIENT APPLICATIONS.—To the 
extent there are insufficient applications to 
carry out subparagraph (A), the Secretary 
shall use the funds as otherwise authorized 
by this subsection. 

‘‘(12) INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP.—Not 
later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and 
Jobs Act of 2013, the Secretary shall coordi-
nate and chair an interagency working group 
to foster cooperative development and en-
sure coordination with Federal agencies and 
national and local cooperative organizations 
that have cooperative programs and inter-
ests. 

‘‘(13) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $50,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(d) APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 
FOR RURAL AREAS PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITION OF NATIONAL NONPROFIT AG-
RICULTURAL ASSISTANCE INSTITUTION.—In this 
subsection, the term ‘national nonprofit ag-
ricultural assistance institution’ means an 
organization that— 

‘‘(A) is described in section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt 
from taxation under 501(a) of that Code; 

‘‘(B) has staff and offices in multiple re-
gions of the United States; 

‘‘(C) has experience and expertise in oper-
ating national agricultural technical assist-
ance programs; 

‘‘(D) expands markets for the agricultural 
commodities produced by producers through 
the use of practices that enhance the envi-
ronment, natural resource base, and quality 
of life; and 

‘‘(E) improves the economic viability of ag-
ricultural operations. 

‘‘(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
establish a national appropriate technology 
transfer for rural areas program to assist ag-
ricultural producers that are seeking infor-
mation— 

‘‘(A) to reduce input costs; 
‘‘(B) to conserve energy resources; 
‘‘(C) to diversify operations through new 

energy crops and energy generation facili-
ties; and 

‘‘(D) to expand markets for agricultural 
commodities produced by the producers by 
using practices that enhance the environ-
ment, natural resource base, and quality of 
life. 

‘‘(3) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

carry out the program under this subsection 
by making a grant to, or offering to enter 
into a cooperative agreement with, a na-
tional nonprofit agricultural assistance in-
stitution. 

‘‘(B) GRANT AMOUNT.—A grant made, or co-
operative agreement entered into, under sub-
paragraph (A) shall provide 100 percent of the 
cost of providing information described in 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $5,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(e) BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY DIRECT AND 
GUARANTEED LOANS.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITION OF BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 
LOAN.—In this section, the term ‘business 
and industry loan’ means a direct loan that 
is made, or a loan that is guaranteed, by the 
Secretary under this subsection. 

‘‘(2) LOAN PURPOSES.—The Secretary may 
make business and industry loans to public, 
private, or cooperative organizations orga-
nized for profit or nonprofit, private invest-

ment funds that invest primarily in coopera-
tive organizations, or to individuals— 

‘‘(A) to improve, develop, or finance busi-
ness, industry, and employment and improve 
the economic and environmental climate in 
rural communities, including pollution 
abatement and control; 

‘‘(B) to conserve, develop, and use water 
for aquaculture purposes in rural areas; and 

‘‘(C) to reduce the reliance on nonrenew-
able energy resources by encouraging the de-
velopment and construction of renewable en-
ergy systems (including solar energy sys-
tems, wind energy systems, and anaerobic 
digestors for the purpose of energy genera-
tion), including the modification of existing 
systems, in rural areas. 

‘‘(3) LOAN GUARANTEES FOR CERTAIN 
LOANS.—The Secretary may guarantee loans 
made under this subsection to finance the 
issuance of bonds for the projects described 
in paragraph (2). 

‘‘(4) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF PRINCIPAL.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this paragraph, no loan may be 
made or guaranteed under this subsection 
that exceeds $25,000,000 in principal amount. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATIONS ON LOAN GUARANTEES FOR 
COOPERATIVE ORGANIZATIONS.— 

‘‘(i) PRINCIPAL AMOUNT.—Subject to clause 
(ii), the principal amount of a business and 
industry loan made to a cooperative organi-
zation and guaranteed under this subsection 
shall not exceed $40,000,000. 

‘‘(ii) USE.—To be eligible for a guarantee 
under this subsection for a business and in-
dustry loan made to a cooperative organiza-
tion, the principal amount of the loan in ex-
cess of $25,000,000 shall be used to carry out 
a project that is in a rural area and— 

‘‘(I) provides for the value-added proc-
essing of agricultural commodities; or 

‘‘(II) significantly benefits 1 or more enti-
ties eligible for assistance for the purposes 
described in paragraph (2), as determined by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(iii) APPLICATIONS.—If a cooperative orga-
nization submits an application for a guar-
antee under this paragraph, the Secretary 
shall make the determination whether to ap-
prove the application, and the Secretary 
may not delegate this authority. 

‘‘(iv) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The total amount 
of business and industry loans made to coop-
erative organizations and guaranteed for a 
fiscal year under this subsection with prin-
cipal amounts that are in excess of $25,000,000 
may not exceed 10 percent of the total 
amount of business and industry loans guar-
anteed for the fiscal year under this sub-
section. 

‘‘(5) FEES.—The Secretary may assess a 1- 
time fee and an annual renewal fee for any 
guaranteed business and industry loan in an 
amount that does not exceed 3 percent of the 
guaranteed principal portion of the loan. 

‘‘(6) INTANGIBLE ASSETS.—In determining 
whether a cooperative organization is eligi-
ble for a guaranteed business and industry 
loan, the Secretary may consider the market 
value of a properly appraised brand name, 
patent, or trademark of the cooperative. 

‘‘(7) LOAN APPRAISALS.—The Secretary may 
require that any appraisal made in connec-
tion with a business and industry loan be 
conducted by a specialized appraiser that 
uses standards that are comparable to stand-
ards used for similar purposes in the private 
sector, as determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(8) LOAN GUARANTEES FOR THE PURCHASE 
OF COOPERATIVE STOCK.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 
guarantee a business and industry loan to in-
dividual farmers to purchase capital stock of 
a farmer cooperative established for the pur-
pose of processing an agricultural com-
modity. 

‘‘(B) PROCESSING CONTRACTS DURING INITIAL 
PERIOD.—A cooperative described in subpara-
graph (A) for which a farmer receives a guar-
antee to purchase stock under that subpara-
graph may contract for services to process 
agricultural commodities or otherwise proc-
ess value added for the period beginning on 
the date of the startup of the cooperative in 
order to provide adequate time for the plan-
ning and construction of the processing facil-
ity of the cooperative. 

‘‘(C) FINANCIAL INFORMATION.—Financial 
information required by the Secretary from 
a farmer as a condition of making a business 
and industry loan guarantee under this para-
graph shall be provided in the manner gen-
erally required by commercial agricultural 
lenders in the applicable area. 

‘‘(9) LOANS TO COOPERATIVES.— 
‘‘(A) ELIGIBILITY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 

or guarantee a business and industry loan to 
a cooperative organization that is 
headquartered in a metropolitan area if the 
loan is— 

‘‘(I) used for a project or venture described 
in paragraph (2) that is located in a rural 
area; or 

‘‘(II) a loan guarantee that meets the re-
quirements of paragraph (10). 

‘‘(ii) EQUITY.—The Secretary may guar-
antee a loan made for the purchase of pre-
ferred stock or similar equity issued by a co-
operative organization or a fund that invests 
primarily in cooperative organizations, if 
the guarantee significantly benefits 1 or 
more entities eligible for assistance for the 
purposes described in paragraph (2)(A), as de-
termined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) REFINANCING.—A cooperative organi-
zation that is eligible for a business and in-
dustry loan shall be eligible to refinance an 
existing business and industry loan with a 
lender if— 

‘‘(i) the cooperative organization— 
‘‘(I) is current and performing with respect 

to the existing loan; and 
‘‘(II)(aa) is not, and has not been, in pay-

ment default, with respect to the existing 
loan; or 

‘‘(bb) has not converted any of the collat-
eral with respect to the existing loan; and 

‘‘(ii) there is adequate security or full col-
lateral for the refinanced loan. 

‘‘(10) LOAN GUARANTEES IN NONRURAL 
AREAS.—The Secretary may guarantee a 
business and industry loan to a cooperative 
organization for a facility that is not located 
in a rural area if— 

‘‘(A) the primary purpose of the loan guar-
antee is for a facility to provide value-added 
processing for agricultural producers that 
are located within 80 miles of the facility; 

‘‘(B) the applicant demonstrates to the 
Secretary that the primary benefit of the 
loan guarantee will be to provide employ-
ment for residents of a rural area; and 

‘‘(C) the total amount of business and in-
dustry loans guaranteed for a fiscal year 
under this paragraph does not exceed 10 per-
cent of the business and industry loans guar-
anteed for the fiscal year under this sub-
section. 

‘‘(11) LOCALLY OR REGIONALLY PRODUCED AG-
RICULTURAL FOOD PRODUCTS.— 

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph: 
‘‘(i) LOCALLY OR REGIONALLY PRODUCED AG-

RICULTURAL FOOD PRODUCT.—The term ‘lo-
cally or regionally produced agricultural 
food product’ means any agricultural food 
product that is raised, produced, and distrib-
uted in— 

‘‘(I) the locality or region in which the 
final product is marketed, so that the total 
distance that the product is transported is 
less than 400 miles from the origin of the 
product; or 
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‘‘(II) the State in which the product is pro-

duced. 
‘‘(ii) UNDERSERVED COMMUNITY.—The term 

‘underserved community’ means a commu-
nity (including an urban or rural community 
and an Indian tribal community) that, as de-
termined by the Secretary, has— 

‘‘(I) limited access to affordable, healthy 
foods, including fresh fruits and vegetables, 
in grocery retail stores or farmer-to-con-
sumer direct markets; and 

‘‘(II) a high rate of hunger or food insecu-
rity or a high poverty rate. 

‘‘(B) LOAN AND LOAN GUARANTEE PRO-
GRAM.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make or guarantee loans to individuals, co-
operatives, cooperative organizations, busi-
nesses, and other entities to establish and fa-
cilitate enterprises that process, distribute, 
aggregate, store, and market locally or re-
gionally produced agricultural food products 
to support community development and farm 
income. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENT.—The recipient of a 
loan or loan guarantee under this paragraph 
shall include in an appropriate agreement 
with retail and institutional facilities to 
which the recipient sells locally or region-
ally produced agricultural food products a 
requirement to inform consumers of the re-
tail or institutional facilities that the con-
sumers are purchasing or consuming locally 
or regionally produced agricultural food 
products. 

‘‘(iii) PRIORITY.—In making or guaran-
teeing a loan under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall give priority to projects that 
have components benefitting underserved 
communities. 

‘‘(iv) REPORTS.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of enactment of the Agri-
culture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 
and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall 
submit to the Committee on Agriculture of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate, and publish on the Inter-
net, a report that describes projects carried 
out using loans or loan guarantees made 
under clause (i), including— 

‘‘(I) summary information about all 
projects; 

‘‘(II) the characteristics of the commu-
nities served; and 

‘‘(III) resulting benefits. 
‘‘(v) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—For each of 

fiscal years 2014 through 2018, the Secretary 
shall reserve not less than 5 percent of the 
total amount of funds made available to 
carry out this subsection to carry out this 
paragraph until April 1 of the fiscal year. 

‘‘(vi) OUTREACH.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and implement an outreach plan to 
publicize the availability of loans and loan 
guarantees under this paragraph, working 
closely with rural cooperative development 
centers, credit unions, community develop-
ment financial institutions, regional eco-
nomic development authorities, and other fi-
nancial and economic development entities. 

‘‘(12) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $75,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(f) RELENDING PROGRAMS.— 
‘‘(1) INTERMEDIATE RELENDING PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

make or guarantee loans to eligible entities 
described in subparagraph (B) so that the eli-
gible entities may relend the funds to indi-
viduals and entities for the purposes de-
scribed in subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Entities eligible 
for loans and loan guarantees described in 
subparagraph (A) are— 

‘‘(i) public agencies; 
‘‘(ii) Indian tribes; 

‘‘(iii) cooperatives; and 
‘‘(iv) nonprofit corporations. 
‘‘(C) ELIGIBLE PURPOSES.—The proceeds 

from loans made or guaranteed by the Sec-
retary pursuant to subparagraph (A) may be 
relent by eligible entities for projects that— 

‘‘(i) predominately serve communities in 
rural areas; and 

‘‘(ii) as determined by the Secretary— 
‘‘(I) promote community development; 
‘‘(II) establish new businesses; 
‘‘(III) establish and support microlending 

programs; and 
‘‘(IV) create or retain employment oppor-

tunities. 
‘‘(D) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $50,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(2) RURAL MICROENTREPRENEUR ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph: 
‘‘(i) MICROENTREPRENEUR.—The term 

‘microentrepreneur’ means an owner and op-
erator, or prospective owner and operator, of 
a rural microenterprise who is unable to ob-
tain sufficient training, technical assistance, 
or credit other than under this subsection, as 
determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(ii) MICROENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT ORGA-
NIZATION.—The term ‘microenterprise devel-
opment organization’ means an organization 
that is— 

‘‘(I) a nonprofit entity; 
‘‘(II) an Indian tribe, the tribal government 

of which certifies to the Secretary that— 
‘‘(aa) no microenterprise development or-

ganization serves the Indian tribe; and 
‘‘(bb) no rural microentrepreneur assist-

ance program exists under the jurisdiction of 
the Indian tribe; 

‘‘(III) a public institution of higher edu-
cation; or 

‘‘(IV) a collaboration of rural nonprofit en-
tities serving a region or State, if 1 lead non-
profit entity is the sole underwriter of all 
loans and is responsible for associated risks. 

‘‘(iii) MICROLOAN.—The term ‘microloan’ 
means a business loan of not more than 
$50,000 that is provided to a rural microen-
terprise. 

‘‘(iv) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ 
means the rural microentrepreneur assist-
ance program established under subpara-
graph (B). 

‘‘(v) RURAL MICROENTERPRISE.—The term 
‘rural microenterprise’ means a business en-
tity with not more than 10 full-time equiva-
lent employees located in a rural area. 

‘‘(vi) TRAINING.—The term ‘training’ means 
teaching broad business principles or general 
business skills in a group or public setting. 

‘‘(vii) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The term 
‘technical assistance’ means working with a 
business client in a 1-to-1 manner to provide 
business and financial management coun-
seling, assist in the preparation of business 
or marketing plans, or provide other skills 
tailored to an individual microentrepreneur. 

‘‘(B) RURAL MICROENTREPRENEUR ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(i) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
establish a rural microentrepreneur assist-
ance program to provide loans and grants to 
support microentrepreneurs in the develop-
ment and ongoing success of rural micro-
enterprises. 

‘‘(ii) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the pro-
gram is to provide microentrepreneurs 
with— 

‘‘(I) the skills necessary to establish new 
rural microenterprises; and 

‘‘(II) continuing technical and financial as-
sistance related to the successful operation 
of rural microenterprises. 

‘‘(iii) LOANS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

make loans to microenterprise development 

organizations for the purpose of providing 
fixed-interest rate microloans to microentre-
preneurs for startup and growing rural 
microenterprises. 

‘‘(II) LOAN TERMS.—A loan made by the 
Secretary to a microenterprise development 
organization under this subparagraph shall— 

‘‘(aa) be for a term not to exceed 20 years; 
and 

‘‘(bb) bear an annual interest rate of at 
least 1 percent. 

‘‘(III) LOAN LOSS RESERVE FUND.—The Sec-
retary shall require each microenterprise de-
velopment organization that receives a loan 
under this subparagraph to— 

‘‘(aa) establish a loan loss reserve fund; 
and 

‘‘(bb) maintain the reserve fund in an 
amount equal to at least 5 percent of the 
outstanding balance of such loans owed by 
the microenterprise development organiza-
tion, until all obligations owed to the Sec-
retary under this subparagraph are repaid. 

‘‘(IV) DEFERRAL OF INTEREST AND PRIN-
CIPAL.—The Secretary may permit the defer-
ral of payments on principal and interest due 
on a loan to a microenterprise development 
organization made under this paragraph for 
a 2-year period beginning on the date on 
which the loan is made. 

‘‘(iv) GRANTS TO SUPPORT RURAL MICROEN-
TERPRISE DEVELOPMENT.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make grants to microenterprise development 
organizations— 

‘‘(aa) to provide training and technical as-
sistance, and other related services to rural 
microentrepreneurs; and 

‘‘(bb) to carry out such other projects and 
activities as the Secretary determines appro-
priate to further the purposes of the pro-
gram. 

‘‘(II) SELECTION.—In making grants under 
subclause (I), the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(aa) place an emphasis on microenterprise 
development organizations that serve micro-
entrepreneurs that are located in rural areas 
that have suffered significant outward mi-
gration, as determined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(bb) ensure, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, that grant recipients include micro-
enterprise development organizations of 
varying sizes and that serve racially and eth-
nically diverse populations. 

‘‘(v) GRANTS TO ASSIST MICROENTRE-
PRENEURS.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make annual grants to microenterprise de-
velopment organizations to provide tech-
nical assistance to microentrepreneurs 
that— 

‘‘(aa) received a loan from the microenter-
prise development organization under sub-
paragraph (B)(iii); or 

‘‘(bb) are seeking a loan from the microen-
terprise development organization under 
subparagraph (B)(iii). 

‘‘(II) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF TECHNICAL AS-
SISTANCE GRANT.—The maximum amount of a 
grant under this clause shall be in an 
amount equal to not more than 25 percent of 
the total outstanding balance of microloans 
made by the microenterprise development 
organization under clause (iii), as of the date 
the grant is awarded. 

‘‘(vi) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Not more 
than 10 percent of a grant received by a mi-
croenterprise development organization for a 
fiscal year under this subparagraph may be 
used to pay administrative expenses. 

‘‘(C) ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(i) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—As a condi-

tion of any grant made under clauses (iv) and 
(v) of subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall 
require the microenterprise development or-
ganization to match not less than 15 percent 
of the total amount of the grant in the form 
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of matching funds (including community de-
velopment block grants), indirect costs, or 
in-kind goods or services. 

‘‘(ii) OVERSIGHT.—At a minimum, not later 
than December 1 of each fiscal year, a micro-
enterprise development organization that re-
ceives a loan or grant under this section 
shall provide to the Secretary such informa-
tion as the Secretary may require to ensure 
that assistance provided under this section is 
used for the purposes for which the loan or 
grant was made. 

‘‘(D) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this paragraph $40,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(E) MANDATORY FUNDING FOR FISCAL 
YEARS 2014 THROUGH 2018.—Of the funds of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation, the Sec-
retary shall use to carry out this paragraph 
$3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 through 
2018, to remain available until expended. 
‘‘SEC. 3602. RURAL BUSINESS INVESTMENT PRO-

GRAM. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ARTICLES.—The term ‘articles’ means 

articles of incorporation for an incorporated 
body or the functional equivalent or other 
similar documents specified by the Secretary 
for other business entities. 

‘‘(2) DEVELOPMENTAL VENTURE CAPITAL.— 
The term ‘developmental venture capital’ 
means capital in the form of equity capital 
investments in rural business investment 
companies with an objective of fostering eco-
nomic development in rural areas. 

‘‘(3) EMPLOYEE WELFARE BENEFIT PLAN; PEN-
SION PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The terms ‘employee 
welfare benefit plan’ and ‘pension plan’ have 
the meanings given the terms in section 3 of 
the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 1002). 

‘‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—The terms ‘employee 
welfare benefit plan’ and ‘pension plan’ in-
clude— 

‘‘(i) public and private pension or retire-
ment plans subject to this subtitle; and 

‘‘(ii) similar plans not covered by this sub-
title that have been established, and that are 
maintained, by the Federal Government or 
any State (including by a political subdivi-
sion, agency, or instrumentality of the Fed-
eral Government or a State) for the benefit 
of employees. 

‘‘(4) EQUITY CAPITAL.—The term ‘equity 
capital’ means common or preferred stock or 
a similar instrument, including subordinated 
debt with equity features. 

‘‘(5) LEVERAGE.—The term ‘leverage’ in-
cludes— 

‘‘(A) debentures purchased or guaranteed 
by the Secretary; 

‘‘(B) participating securities purchased or 
guaranteed by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(C) preferred securities outstanding as of 
the date of enactment of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013. 

‘‘(6) LICENSE.—The term ‘license’ means a 
license issued by the Secretary in accord-
ance with in subsection (d)(5). 

‘‘(7) LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY.—The term 
‘limited liability company’ means a business 
entity that is organized and operating in ac-
cordance with a State limited liability com-
pany law approved by the Secretary. 

‘‘(8) MEMBER.—The term ‘member’ means, 
with respect to a rural business investment 
company that is a limited liability company, 
a holder of an ownership interest, or a person 
otherwise admitted to membership in the 
limited liability company. 

‘‘(9) OPERATIONAL ASSISTANCE.—The term 
‘operational assistance’ means management, 
marketing, and other technical assistance 
that assists a rural business concern with 
business development. 

‘‘(10) PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT.—The term 
‘participation agreement’ means an agree-
ment, between the Secretary and a rural 
business investment company granted final 
approval under subsection (d)(5), that re-
quires the rural business investment com-
pany to make investments in smaller enter-
prises in rural areas. 

‘‘(11) PRIVATE CAPITAL.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘private cap-

ital’ means the total of— 
‘‘(i)(I) the paid-in capital and paid-in sur-

plus of a corporate rural business investment 
company; 

‘‘(II) the contributed capital of the part-
ners of a partnership rural business invest-
ment company; or 

‘‘(III) the equity investment of the mem-
bers of a limited liability company rural 
business investment company; and 

‘‘(ii) unfunded binding commitments from 
investors that meet criteria established by 
the Secretary to contribute capital to the 
rural business investment company, except 
that— 

‘‘(I) unfunded commitments may be count-
ed as private capital for purposes of approval 
by the Secretary of any request for leverage; 
but 

‘‘(II) leverage shall not be funded based on 
the commitments. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘private cap-
ital’ does not include— 

‘‘(i) any funds borrowed by a rural business 
investment company from any source; 

‘‘(ii) any funds obtained through the 
issuance of leverage; or 

‘‘(iii) any funds obtained directly or indi-
rectly from the Federal Government or any 
State (including by a political subdivision, 
agency, or instrumentality of the Federal 
Government or a State), except for— 

‘‘(I) funds obtained from the business reve-
nues (excluding any governmental appropria-
tion) of any Federally chartered or govern-
ment-sponsored enterprise established prior 
to the date of enactment of the Agriculture 
Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013; 

‘‘(II) funds invested by an employee welfare 
benefit plan or pension plan; and 

‘‘(III) any qualified nonprivate funds (if the 
investors of the qualified nonprivate funds 
do not control, directly or indirectly, the 
management, board of directors, general 
partners, or members of the rural business 
investment company). 

‘‘(12) QUALIFIED NONPRIVATE FUNDS.—The 
term ‘qualified nonprivate funds’ means 
any— 

‘‘(A) funds directly or indirectly invested 
in any applicant or rural business invest-
ment company on or before the date of en-
actment of the Agriculture Reform, Food, 
and Jobs Act of 2013 by any Federal agency, 
other than the Department, under a provi-
sion of law explicitly mandating the inclu-
sion of those funds in the definition of the 
term ‘private capital’; and 

‘‘(B) funds invested in any applicant or 
rural business investment company by 1 or 
more entities of any State (including by a 
political subdivision, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the State and including any guar-
antee extended by those entities) in an ag-
gregate amount that does not exceed 33 per-
cent of the private capital of the applicant or 
rural business investment company. 

‘‘(13) RURAL BUSINESS CONCERN.—The term 
‘rural business concern’ means— 

‘‘(A) a public, private, or cooperative for- 
profit or nonprofit organization; 

‘‘(B) a for-profit or nonprofit business con-
trolled by an Indian tribe; or 

‘‘(C) any other person or entity that pri-
marily operates in a rural area, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(14) RURAL BUSINESS INVESTMENT COM-
PANY.—The term ‘rural business investment 
company’ means a company that— 

‘‘(A) has been granted final approval by the 
Secretary under subsection (d)(5); and 

‘‘(B) has entered into a participation agree-
ment with the Secretary. 

‘‘(15) SMALLER ENTERPRISE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘smaller enter-

prise’ means any rural business concern 
that, together with its affiliates— 

‘‘(i) has— 
‘‘(I) a net financial worth of not more than 

$6,000,000, as of the date on which assistance 
is provided under this section to the rural 
business concern; and 

‘‘(II) except as provided in subparagraph 
(B), an average net income for the 2-year pe-
riod preceding the date on which assistance 
is provided under this section to the rural 
business concern, of not more than $2,000,000, 
after Federal income taxes (excluding any 
carryover losses); or 

‘‘(ii) satisfies the standard industrial clas-
sification size standards established by the 
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration for the industry in which the rural 
business concern is primarily engaged. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(i)(II), if the rural business concern 
is not required by law to pay Federal income 
taxes at the enterprise level, but is required 
to pass income through to the shareholders, 
partners, beneficiaries, or other equitable 
owners of the business concern, the net in-
come of the business concern shall be deter-
mined by allowing a deduction in an amount 
equal to the total of— 

‘‘(i) if the rural business concern is not re-
quired by law to pay State (and local, if any) 
income taxes at the enterprise level, the 
product obtained by multiplying— 

‘‘(I) the net income (determined without 
regard to this subparagraph); by 

‘‘(II) the marginal State income tax rate 
(or by the combined State and local income 
tax rates, as applicable) that would have ap-
plied if the business concern were a corpora-
tion; and 

‘‘(ii) the product obtained by multiplying— 
‘‘(I) the net income (so determined) less 

any deduction for State (and local) income 
taxes calculated under clause (i); by 

‘‘(II) the marginal Federal income tax rate 
that would have applied if the rural business 
concern were a corporation. 

‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Rural 
Business Investment Program established 
under this section are— 

‘‘(1) to promote economic development and 
the creation of wealth and job opportunities 
in rural areas and among individuals living 
in those areas by encouraging developmental 
venture capital investments in smaller en-
terprises primarily located in rural areas; 
and 

‘‘(2) to establish a developmental venture 
capital program, with the mission of address-
ing the unmet equity investment needs of 
small enterprises located in rural areas, by 
authorizing the Secretary— 

‘‘(A) to enter into participation agree-
ments with rural business investment com-
panies; 

‘‘(B) to guarantee debentures of rural busi-
ness investment companies to enable each 
rural business investment company to make 
developmental venture capital investments 
in smaller enterprises in rural areas; and 

‘‘(C) to make grants to rural business in-
vestment companies, and to other entities, 
for the purpose of providing operational as-
sistance to smaller enterprises financed, or 
expected to be financed, by rural business in-
vestment companies. 

‘‘(c) ESTABLISHMENT.—In accordance with 
this subtitle, the Secretary shall establish a 
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Rural Business Investment Program, under 
which the Secretary may— 

‘‘(1) enter into participation agreements 
with companies granted final approval under 
subsection (d)(5) for the purposes described 
in subsection (b); 

‘‘(2) guarantee the debentures issued by 
rural business investment companies as pro-
vided in subsection (e); and 

‘‘(3) make grants to rural business invest-
ment companies, and to other entities, under 
subsection (h). 

‘‘(d) SELECTION OF RURAL BUSINESS INVEST-
MENT COMPANIES.— 

‘‘(1) ELIGIBILITY.—A company shall be eli-
gible to apply to participate, as a rural busi-
ness investment company, in the program es-
tablished under this section if— 

‘‘(A) the company is a newly formed for- 
profit entity or a newly formed for-profit 
subsidiary of such an entity; 

‘‘(B) the company has a management team 
with experience in community development 
financing or relevant venture capital financ-
ing; and 

‘‘(C) the company will invest in enterprises 
that will create wealth and job opportunities 
in rural areas, with an emphasis on smaller 
enterprises. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION.—To participate, as a 
rural business investment company, in the 
program established under this section, a 
company meeting the eligibility require-
ments of paragraph (1) shall submit an appli-
cation to the Secretary that includes— 

‘‘(A) a business plan describing how the 
company intends to make successful devel-
opmental venture capital investments in 
identified rural areas; 

‘‘(B) information regarding the community 
development finance or relevant venture 
capital qualifications and general reputation 
of the management of the company; 

‘‘(C) a description of how the company in-
tends to work with community-based organi-
zations and local entities (including local 
economic development companies, local 
lenders, and local investors) and to seek to 
address the unmet equity capital needs of 
the communities served; 

‘‘(D) a proposal describing how the com-
pany intends to use the grant funds provided 
under this section to provide operational as-
sistance to smaller enterprises financed by 
the company, including information regard-
ing whether the company intends to use li-
censed professionals, as necessary, on the 
staff of the company or from an outside enti-
ty; 

‘‘(E) with respect to binding commitments 
to be made to the company under this sec-
tion, an estimate of the ratio of cash to in- 
kind contributions; 

‘‘(F) a description of the criteria to be used 
to evaluate whether and to what extent the 
company meets the purposes of the program 
established under this section; 

‘‘(G) information regarding the manage-
ment and financial strength of any parent 
firm, affiliated firm, or any other firm essen-
tial to the success of the business plan of the 
company; and 

‘‘(H) such other information as the Sec-
retary may require. 

‘‘(3) STATUS.—Not later than 90 days after 
the initial receipt by the Secretary of an ap-
plication under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall provide to the applicant a writ-
ten report describing the status of the appli-
cation and any requirements remaining for 
completion of the application. 

‘‘(4) MATTERS CONSIDERED.—In reviewing 
and processing any application under this 
subsection, the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(A) determine whether— 
‘‘(i) the applicant meets the requirements 

of paragraph (5); and 

‘‘(ii) the management of the applicant is 
qualified and has the knowledge, experience, 
and capability necessary to comply with this 
section; 

‘‘(B) take into consideration— 
‘‘(i) the need for and availability of financ-

ing for rural business concerns in the geo-
graphic area in which the applicant is to 
commence business; 

‘‘(ii) the general business reputation of the 
owners and management of the applicant; 
and 

‘‘(iii) the probability of successful oper-
ations of the applicant, including adequate 
profitability and financial soundness; and 

‘‘(C) not take into consideration any pro-
jected shortage or unavailability of grant 
funds or leverage. 

‘‘(5) APPROVAL; LICENSE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Secretary may ap-
prove an applicant to operate as a rural busi-
ness investment company under this subtitle 
and license the applicant as a rural business 
investment company, if— 

‘‘(i) the Secretary determines that the ap-
plication satisfies the requirements of para-
graph (2); 

‘‘(ii) the area in which the rural business 
investment company is to conduct its oper-
ations, and establishment of branch offices 
or agencies (if authorized by the articles), 
are approved by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(iii) the applicant enters into a participa-
tion agreement with the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of this section, the Secretary 
may approve an applicant to operate as a 
rural business investment company under 
this section and designate the applicant as a 
rural business investment company, if the 
Secretary determines that the applicant— 

‘‘(I) has private capital as determined by 
the Secretary; 

‘‘(II) would otherwise be approved under 
this section, except that the applicant does 
not satisfy the requirements of subsection 
(i)(3); and 

‘‘(III) has a viable business plan that— 
‘‘(aa) reasonably projects profitable oper-

ations; and 
‘‘(bb) has a reasonable timetable for 

achieving a level of private capital that sat-
isfies the requirements of subsection (i)(3). 

‘‘(ii) LEVERAGE.—An applicant approved 
under clause (i) shall not be eligible to re-
ceive leverage under this section until the 
applicant satisfies the requirements of sec-
tion 3602(i)(3). 

‘‘(iii) GRANTS.—An applicant approved 
under clause (i) shall be eligible for grants 
under subsection (h) in proportion to the pri-
vate capital of the applicant, as determined 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(e) DEBENTURES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may guar-

antee the timely payment of principal and 
interest, as scheduled, on debentures issued 
by any rural business investment company. 

‘‘(2) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The Sec-
retary may make guarantees under this sub-
section on such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary considers appropriate, except that 
the term of any debenture guaranteed under 
this section shall not exceed 15 years. 

‘‘(3) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT OF THE UNITED 
STATES.—Section 3901 shall apply to any 
guarantee under this subsection. 

‘‘(4) MAXIMUM GUARANTEE.—Under this sub-
section, the Secretary may— 

‘‘(A) guarantee the debentures issued by a 
rural business investment company only to 
the extent that the total face amount of out-
standing guaranteed debentures of the rural 
business investment company does not ex-
ceed the lesser of— 

‘‘(i) 300 percent of the private capital of the 
rural business investment company; or 

‘‘(ii) $105,000,000; and 
‘‘(B) provide for the use of discounted de-

bentures. 
‘‘(f) ISSUANCE AND GUARANTEE OF TRUST 

CERTIFICATES.— 
‘‘(1) ISSUANCE.—The Secretary may issue 

trust certificates representing ownership of 
all or a fractional part of debentures issued 
by a rural business investment company and 
guaranteed by the Secretary under this sec-
tion, if the certificates are based on and 
backed by a trust or pool approved by the 
Secretary and composed solely of guaranteed 
debentures. 

‘‘(2) GUARANTEE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may, 

under such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate, guarantee the 
timely payment of the principal of and inter-
est on trust certificates issued by the Sec-
retary or agents of the Secretary for pur-
poses of this subsection. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—Each guarantee under 
this paragraph shall be limited to the extent 
of principal and interest on the guaranteed 
debentures that compose the trust or pool. 

‘‘(C) PREPAYMENT OR DEFAULT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(I) AUTHORITY TO PREPAY.—A debenture 

may be prepaid at any time without penalty. 
‘‘(II) REDUCTION OF GUARANTEE.—Subject to 

subclause (I), if a debenture in a trust or pool 
is prepaid, or in the event of default of such 
a debenture, the guarantee of timely pay-
ment of principal and interest on the trust 
certificates shall be reduced in proportion to 
the amount of principal and interest the pre-
paid debenture represents in the trust or 
pool. 

‘‘(ii) INTEREST.—Interest on prepaid or de-
faulted debentures shall accrue and be guar-
anteed by the Secretary only through the 
date of payment of the guarantee. 

‘‘(iii) REDEMPTION.—At any time during 
the term of a trust certificate, the trust cer-
tificate may be called for redemption due to 
prepayment or default of all debentures. 

‘‘(3) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT OF THE UNITED 
STATES.—Section 3901 shall apply to any 
guarantee of a trust certificate issued by the 
Secretary under this section. 

‘‘(4) SUBROGATION AND OWNERSHIP RIGHTS.— 
‘‘(A) SUBROGATION.—If the Secretary pays a 

claim under a guarantee issued under this 
section, the claim shall be subrogated fully 
to the rights satisfied by the payment. 

‘‘(B) OWNERSHIP RIGHTS.—No Federal, 
State, or local law shall preclude or limit the 
exercise by the Secretary of the ownership 
rights of the Secretary in a debenture resid-
ing in a trust or pool against which 1 or more 
trust certificates are issued under this sub-
section. 

‘‘(5) MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(A) REGISTRATION.—The Secretary shall 

provide for a central registration of all trust 
certificates issued under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) CREATION OF POOLS.—The Secretary 
may— 

‘‘(i) maintain such commercial bank ac-
counts or investments in obligations of the 
United States as may be necessary to facili-
tate the creation of trusts or pools backed by 
debentures guaranteed under this subtitle; 
and 

‘‘(ii) issue trust certificates to facilitate 
the creation of those trusts or pools. 

‘‘(C) FIDELITY BOND OR INSURANCE REQUIRE-
MENT.—Any agent performing functions on 
behalf of the Secretary under this paragraph 
shall provide a fidelity bond or insurance in 
such amount as the Secretary considers to 
be necessary to fully protect the interests of 
the United States. 

‘‘(D) REGULATION OF BROKERS AND DEAL-
ERS.—The Secretary may regulate brokers 
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and dealers in trust certificates issued under 
this subsection. 

‘‘(E) ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION.—Nothing 
in this paragraph prohibits the use of a book- 
entry or other electronic form of registra-
tion for trust certificates issued under this 
subsection. 

‘‘(g) FEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

charge a fee that does not exceed $500 with 
respect to any guarantee or grant issued 
under this section. 

‘‘(2) TRUST CERTIFICATE.—Notwithstanding 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall not collect 
a fee for any guarantee of a trust certificate 
under subsection (f), except that any agent 
of the Secretary may collect a fee that does 
not exceed $500 for the functions described in 
subsection (f)(5)(B). 

‘‘(3) LICENSE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (C), the Secretary may pre-
scribe fees to be paid by each applicant for a 
license to operate as a rural business invest-
ment company under this section. 

‘‘(B) USE OF AMOUNTS.—Fees collected 
under this paragraph— 

‘‘(i) shall be deposited in the account for 
salaries and expenses of the Secretary; 

‘‘(ii) are authorized to be appropriated 
solely to cover the costs of licensing exami-
nations; and 

‘‘(iii) shall— 
‘‘(I) in the case of a license issued before 

the date of enactment of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, not exceed 
$500 for any fee collected under this para-
graph; and 

‘‘(II) in the case of a license issued after 
the date of enactment of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, be a rate as 
determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) PROHIBITION ON COLLECTION OF CERTAIN 
FEES.—In the case of a license described in 
subparagraph (A) that was approved before 
July 1, 2007, the Secretary shall not collect 
any fees due on or after the date of enact-
ment of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and 
Jobs Act of 2013. 

‘‘(h) OPERATIONAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with this 

subsection, the Secretary may make grants 
to rural business investment companies and 
to other entities, as authorized by this sec-
tion, to provide operational assistance to 
smaller enterprises financed, or expected to 
be financed, by the entities. 

‘‘(2) TERMS.—Grants made under this sub-
section shall be made over a multiyear pe-
riod (not to exceed 10 years) under such 
terms as the Secretary may require. 

‘‘(3) USE OF FUNDS.—The proceeds of a 
grant made under this subsection may be 
used by the rural business investment com-
pany receiving the grant only to provide 
operational assistance in connection with an 
equity or prospective equity investment in a 
business located in a rural area. 

‘‘(4) SUBMISSION OF PLANS.—A rural busi-
ness investment company shall be eligible 
for a grant under this subsection only if the 
rural business investment company submits 
to the Secretary, in such form and manner 
as the Secretary may require, a plan for use 
of the grant. 

‘‘(5) GRANT AMOUNT.— 
‘‘(A) RURAL BUSINESS INVESTMENT COMPA-

NIES.—The amount of a grant made under 
this subsection to a rural business invest-
ment company shall be equal to the lesser 
of— 

‘‘(i) 10 percent of the private capital raised 
by the rural business investment company; 
or 

‘‘(ii) $1,000,000. 
‘‘(6) OTHER ENTITIES.—The amount of a 

grant made under this subsection to any en-
tity other than a rural business investment 

company shall be equal to the resources (in 
cash or in kind) raised by the entity in ac-
cordance with the requirements applicable 
to rural business investment companies 
under this section. 

‘‘(i) RURAL BUSINESS INVESTMENT COMPA-
NIES.— 

‘‘(1) ORGANIZATION.—For purposes of this 
subsection, a rural business investment com-
pany shall— 

‘‘(A) be an incorporated body, a limited li-
ability company, or a limited partnership or-
ganized and chartered or otherwise existing 
under State law solely for the purpose of per-
forming the functions and conducting the ac-
tivities authorized by this section; and 

‘‘(B)(i) if incorporated, have succession for 
a period of not less than 30 years unless ear-
lier dissolved by the shareholders of the 
rural business investment company; and 

‘‘(ii) if a limited partnership or a limited 
liability company, have succession for a pe-
riod of not less than 10 years; and 

‘‘(iii) possess the powers reasonably nec-
essary to perform the functions and conduct 
the activities. 

‘‘(2) ARTICLES.—The articles of any rural 
business investment company— 

‘‘(A) shall specify in general terms— 
‘‘(i) the purposes for which the rural busi-

ness investment company is formed; 
‘‘(ii) the name of the rural business invest-

ment company; 
‘‘(iii) the 1 or more areas in which the op-

erations of the rural business investment 
company are to be carried out; 

‘‘(iv) the place where the principal office of 
the rural business investment company is to 
be located; and 

‘‘(v) the amount and classes of the shares 
of capital stock of the rural business invest-
ment company; 

‘‘(B) may contain any other provisions con-
sistent with this section that the rural busi-
ness investment company may determine ap-
propriate to adopt for the regulation of the 
business of the rural business investment 
company and the conduct of the affairs of 
the rural business investment company; and 

‘‘(C) shall be subject to the approval of the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(3) CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each rural business in-

vestment company shall be required to meet 
the capital requirements as provided by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(B) TIME FRAME.—Each rural business in-
vestment company shall have a period of 2 
years to meet the capital requirements of 
this paragraph. 

‘‘(C) ADEQUACY.—In addition to the re-
quirements of subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary shall— 

‘‘(i) determine whether the private capital 
of each rural business investment company 
is adequate to ensure a reasonable prospect 
that the rural business investment company 
will be operated soundly and profitably, and 
managed actively and prudently in accord-
ance with the articles of the rural business 
investment company; 

‘‘(ii) determine that the rural business in-
vestment company will be able to comply 
with the requirements of this section; 

‘‘(iii) require that at least 75 percent of the 
capital of each rural business investment 
company is invested in rural business con-
cerns; 

‘‘(iv) ensure that the rural business invest-
ment company is designed primarily to meet 
equity capital needs of the businesses in 
which the rural business investment com-
pany invests and not to compete with tradi-
tional small business financing by commer-
cial lenders; and 

‘‘(v) require that the rural business invest-
ment company makes short-term non-equity 
investments of less than 5 years only to the 

extent necessary to preserve an existing in-
vestment. 

‘‘(4) DIVERSIFICATION OF OWNERSHIP.—The 
Secretary shall ensure that the management 
of each rural business investment company 
licensed after the date of enactment of the 
Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 
2013 is sufficiently diversified from and unaf-
filiated with the ownership of the rural busi-
ness investment company so as to ensure 
independence and objectivity in the financial 
management and oversight of the invest-
ments and operations of the rural business 
investment company. 

‘‘(j) FINANCIAL INSTITUTION INVESTMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection and notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the following 
banks, associations, and institutions are eli-
gible both to establish and invest in any 
rural business investment company or in any 
entity established to invest solely in rural 
business investment companies: 

‘‘(A) Any bank or savings association the 
deposits of which are insured under the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 1811 et 
seq.), including an investment pool created 
entirely by such bank or savings association. 

‘‘(B) Any Farm Credit System institution 
described in subsection 1.2(a) of the Farm 
Credit Act of 1971 (12 U.S.C. 2002(a)). 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—No bank, association, or 
institution described in paragraph (1) may 
make investments described in paragraph (1) 
that are greater than 5 percent of the capital 
and surplus of the bank, association, or in-
stitution. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATION ON RURAL BUSINESS INVEST-
MENT COMPANIES CONTROLLED BY FARM CREDIT 
SYSTEM INSTITUTIONS.—If a Farm Credit Sys-
tem institution described in section 1.2(a) of 
the Farm Credit Act of 1971 (12 U.S.C. 2002(a)) 
holds more than 25 percent of the shares of a 
rural business investment company, either 
alone or in conjunction with other System 
institutions (or affiliates), the rural business 
investment company shall not provide eq-
uity investments in, or provide other finan-
cial assistance to, entities that are not oth-
erwise eligible to receive financing from the 
Farm Credit System under that Act (12 
U.S.C. 2001 et seq.). 

‘‘(k) EXAMINATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each rural business in-

vestment company that participates in the 
program established under this section shall 
be subject to examinations made at the di-
rection of the Secretary in accordance with 
this subsection. 

‘‘(2) ASSISTANCE OF PRIVATE SECTOR ENTI-
TIES.—An examination under this subsection 
may be conducted with the assistance of a 
private sector entity that has the qualifica-
tions and the expertise necessary to conduct 
such an examination. 

‘‘(3) COSTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may as-

sess the cost of an examination under this 
section, including compensation of the ex-
aminers, against the rural business invest-
ment company examined. 

‘‘(B) PAYMENT.—Any rural business invest-
ment company against which the Secretary 
assesses costs under this subparagraph shall 
pay the costs. 

‘‘(4) DEPOSIT OF FUNDS.—Funds collected 
under this subsection shall— 

‘‘(A) be deposited in the account that in-
curred the costs for carrying out this sub-
section; 

‘‘(B) be made available to the Secretary to 
carry out this subsection, without further 
appropriation; and 

‘‘(C) remain available until expended. 
‘‘(l) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) RURAL BUSINESS INVESTMENT COMPA-

NIES.—Each entity that participates in a pro-
gram established under this section shall 
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provide to the Secretary such information as 
the Secretary may require, including— 

‘‘(A) information relating to the measure-
ment criteria that the entity proposed in the 
program application of the rural business in-
vestment company; and 

‘‘(B) in each case in which the entity under 
this section makes an investment in, or a 
loan or grant to, a business that is not lo-
cated in a rural area, a report on the number 
and percentage of employees of the business 
who reside in those areas. 

‘‘(2) PUBLIC REPORTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pre-

pare and make available to the public an an-
nual report on the programs established 
under this section, including detailed infor-
mation on— 

‘‘(i) the number of rural business invest-
ment companies licensed by the Secretary 
during the previous fiscal year; 

‘‘(ii) the aggregate amount of leverage that 
rural business investment companies have 
received from the Federal Government dur-
ing the previous fiscal year; 

‘‘(iii) the aggregate number of each type of 
leveraged instruments used by rural business 
investment companies during the previous 
fiscal year and how each number compares 
to previous fiscal years; 

‘‘(iv) the number of rural business invest-
ment company licenses surrendered and the 
number of rural business investment compa-
nies placed in liquidation during the pre-
vious fiscal year, identifying the amount of 
leverage each rural business investment 
company has received from the Federal Gov-
ernment and the type of leverage instru-
ments each rural business investment com-
pany has used; 

‘‘(v) the amount of losses sustained by the 
Federal Government as a result of operations 
under this section during the previous fiscal 
year and an estimate of the total losses that 
the Federal Government can reasonably ex-
pect to incur as a result of the operations 
during the current fiscal year; 

‘‘(vi) actions taken by the Secretary to 
maximize recoupment of funds of the Federal 
Government expended to implement and ad-
minister the Rural Business Investment Pro-
gram under this section during the previous 
fiscal year and to ensure compliance with 
the requirements of this section (including 
regulations); 

‘‘(vii) the amount of Federal Government 
leverage that each licensee received in the 
previous fiscal year and the types of leverage 
instruments each licensee used; 

‘‘(viii) for each type of financing instru-
ment, the sizes, types of geographic loca-
tions, and other characteristics of the small 
business investment companies using the in-
strument during the previous fiscal year, in-
cluding the extent to which the investment 
companies have used the leverage from each 
instrument to make loans or equity invest-
ments in rural areas; and 

‘‘(ix) the actions of the Secretary to carry 
out this section 

‘‘(B) PROHIBITION.—In compiling the report 
required under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary may not— 

‘‘(i) compile the report in a manner that 
permits identification of any particular type 
of investment by an individual rural business 
investment company or small business con-
cern in which a rural business investment 
company invests; or 

‘‘(ii) release any information that is pro-
hibited under section 1905 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(m) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $25,000,000 for the pe-
riod of fiscal years 2008 through 2018.’’. 

‘‘CHAPTER 3—GENERAL RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROVISIONS 

‘‘SEC. 3701. GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR LOANS 
AND GRANTS. 

‘‘(a) PERIOD FOR REPAYMENT.—Unless oth-
erwise specifically provided for in this sub-
title, the period for repayment of a loan 
under this subtitle shall not exceed 40 years. 

‘‘(b) INTEREST RATES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this title, the interest rate on a loan 
under this subtitle shall be determined by 
the Secretary at a rate— 

‘‘(A) not to exceed a sum obtained by add-
ing— 

‘‘(i) the current average market yield on 
outstanding marketable obligations of the 
United States with remaining periods to ma-
turity comparable to the average maturity 
of the loan; and 

‘‘(ii) an amount not to exceed 1 percent, as 
determined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(B) adjusted to the nearest 1⁄8 of 1 percent. 
‘‘(2) WATER AND WASTE FACILITY LOANS AND 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES LOANS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

provision of State law limiting the rate or 
amount of interest that may be charged, 
taken, received, or reserved, except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C) and paragraph (4), 
the interest rate on a loan (other than a 
guaranteed loan) to a public body or non-
profit association (including an Indian tribe) 
for a water or waste disposal facility or es-
sential community facility shall be deter-
mined by the Secretary at a rate not to ex-
ceed— 

‘‘(i) the current market yield on out-
standing municipal obligations with remain-
ing periods to maturity comparable to the 
average maturity for the loan, and adjusted 
to the nearest 1⁄8 of 1 percent; 

‘‘(ii) 5 percent per year for a loan that is 
for the upgrading of a facility or construc-
tion of a new facility as required to meet ap-
plicable health or sanitary standards in— 

‘‘(I) an area in which the median family in-
come of the persons to be served by the facil-
ity is below the poverty line (as defined in 
section 673 of the Community Services Block 
Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902)); and 

‘‘(II) any areas the Secretary may des-
ignate in which a significant percentage of 
the persons to be served by the facilities are 
low income persons, as determined by the 
Secretary; and 

‘‘(iii) 7 percent per year for a loan for a fa-
cility that does not qualify for the 5 percent 
per year interest rate prescribed in clause 
(ii) but that is located in an area in a State 
in which the median household income of the 
persons to be served by the facility does not 
exceed 100 percent of the statewide non-
metropolitan median household income for 
the State. 

‘‘(B) HEALTH CARE AND RELATED FACILI-
TIES.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), 
the Secretary shall establish a rate for a 
loan for a health care or related facility that 
is— 

‘‘(i) based solely on the income of the area 
to be served; and 

‘‘(ii) otherwise consistent with subpara-
graph (A). 

‘‘(C) INTEREST RATES FOR WATER AND WASTE 
DISPOSAL FACILITIES LOANS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
clause (ii) and notwithstanding subparagraph 
(A), in the case of a direct loan for a water 
or waste disposal facility— 

‘‘(I) in the case of a loan that would be sub-
ject to the 5 percent interest rate limitation 
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall 
establish the interest rate at a rate that is 
equal to 60 percent of the current market 
yield for outstanding municipal obligations 
with remaining periods to maturity com-

parable to the average maturity of the loan, 
adjusted to the nearest 1⁄8 of 1 percent; and 

‘‘(II) in the case of a loan that would be 
subject to the 7 percent limitation under 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall estab-
lish the interest rate at a rate that is equal 
to 80 percent of the current market yield for 
outstanding municipal obligations with re-
maining periods to maturity comparable to 
the average maturity of the loan, adjusted to 
the nearest 1⁄8 of 1 percent. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—Clause (i) does not apply 
to a loan for a specific project that is the 
subject of a loan that has been approved, but 
not closed, as of the date of enactment of the 
Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 
2013. 

‘‘(3) INTEREST RATES ON BUSINESS AND 
OTHER LOANS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (4), the interest rates on loans 
under sections 3501(a)(1) (other than guaran-
teed loans and loans as described in para-
graph (2)(A)) shall be as determined by the 
Secretary in accordance with subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(B) MINIMUM RATE.—The interest rates de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) shall be not less 
than the sum obtained by adding— 

‘‘(i) such rates as determined by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury taking into consider-
ation the current average market yield on 
outstanding marketable obligations of the 
United States with remaining periods to ma-
turity comparable to the average maturities 
of such loans, adjusted in the judgment of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to provide for 
rates comparable to the rates prevailing in 
the private market for similar loans and con-
sidering the insurance by the Secretary of 
the loans; and 

‘‘(ii) an additional charge, prescribed by 
the Secretary, to cover the losses of the Sec-
retary and cost of administration, which 
shall be deposited in the Rural Development 
Insurance Fund, and further adjusted to the 
nearest 1⁄8 of 1 percent. 

‘‘(4) INTEREST RATES ADJUSTMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) ADJUSTMENTS.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of this subsection, in the 
case of loans (other than guaranteed loans) 
made or guaranteed under the authorities of 
this title specified in subparagraph (C) for 
activities that involve the use of prime farm-
land, the interest rates shall be the interest 
rates otherwise applicable under this section 
increased by 2 percent per year. 

‘‘(B) PRIME FARMLAND.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Wherever practicable, 

construction by a State, municipality, or 
other political subdivision of local govern-
ment that is supported by loans described in 
subparagraph (A) shall be placed on land 
that is not prime farmland, in order to pre-
serve the maximum practicable quantity of 
prime farmlands for production of food and 
fiber. 

‘‘(ii) INCREASED RATE.—In any case in 
which other options exist for the siting of 
construction described in clause (i) and the 
governmental authority still desires to carry 
out the construction on prime farmland, the 
2-percent interest rate increase provided by 
this paragraph shall apply, but that in-
creased interest rate shall not apply where 
such other options do not exist. 

‘‘(C) APPLICABLE AUTHORITIES.—The au-
thorities referred to in subparagraph (A) 
are— 

‘‘(i) the provisions of section 3502(a) relat-
ing to loans for recreational developments 
and essential community facilities; 

‘‘(ii) section 3601(e)(2)(A); and 
‘‘(iii) section 3601(c). 
‘‘(c) PAYMENT OF CHARGES.—A borrower of 

a loan made or guaranteed under this sub-
title shall pay such fees and other charges as 
the Secretary may require, and prepay to the 
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Secretary such taxes and insurance as the 
Secretary may require, on such terms and 
conditions as the Secretary may prescribe. 

‘‘(d) SECURITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall take 

as security for an obligation entered into in 
connection with a loan made under this sub-
title such security as the Secretary may re-
quire. 

‘‘(2) LIENS TO UNITED STATES.—An instru-
ment for security under paragraph (1) may 
constitute a lien running to the United 
States notwithstanding the fact that the 
note for the security may be held by a lender 
other than the United States. 

‘‘(3) MULTIPLE LOANS.—A borrower may use 
the same collateral to secure 2 or more loans 
made or guaranteed under this subtitle, ex-
cept that the outstanding amount of the 
loans may not exceed the total value of the 
collateral. 

‘‘(e) LEGAL COUNSEL FOR SMALL LOANS.—In 
the case of a loan of less than $500,000 made 
or guaranteed under section 3501 that is evi-
denced by a note or mortgage (as distin-
guished from a bond issue), the borrower 
shall not be required to appoint bond counsel 
to review the legal validity of the loan if the 
Secretary has available legal counsel to per-
form the review. 
‘‘SEC. 3702. STRATEGIC ECONOMIC AND COMMU-

NITY DEVELOPMENT. 
‘‘(a) PRIORITY.—In the case of any rural de-

velopment program authorized by this sub-
title, the Secretary may give priority to ap-
plications that are otherwise eligible and 
support strategic community and economic 
development plans on a multijurisdictional 
basis, as approved by the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) EVALUATION.—In evaluating strategic 
applications, the Secretary shall give a high-
er priority to strategic applications for a 
plan described in subsection (a) that dem-
onstrate— 

‘‘(1) the plan was developed through the 
collaboration of multiple stakeholders in the 
service area of the plan, including the par-
ticipation of combinations of stakeholders 
such as State, local, and tribal governments, 
nonprofit institutions, institutions of higher 
education, and private entities; 

‘‘(2) an understanding of the applicable re-
gional resources that could support the plan, 
including natural resources, human re-
sources, infrastructure, and financial re-
sources; 

‘‘(3) investment from other Federal agen-
cies; 

‘‘(4) investment from philanthropic organi-
zations; and 

‘‘(5) clear objectives for the plan and the 
ability to establish measurable performance 
measures and to track progress toward meet-
ing the objectives. 

‘‘(c) FUNDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3), 

the Secretary may reserve for projects that 
support multijurisdictional strategic com-
munity and economic development plans de-
scribed in subsection (a) an amount that 
does not exceed— 

‘‘(A) 20 percent of the funds made available 
for a fiscal year for a functional category de-
scribed in paragraph (2); and 

‘‘(B) 15 percent of the total funds available 
for all functional categories. 

‘‘(2) FUNCTIONAL CATEGORIES.—The func-
tion categories described in this subsection 
are the following: 

‘‘(A) RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES.—The 
rural community development category con-
sists of all amounts made available for com-
munity facility grants and direct and guar-
anteed loans under section 3502. 

‘‘(B) RURAL UTILITIES.—The rural utilities 
category consists of all amounts made avail-
able for— 

‘‘(i) water or waste disposal grants or di-
rect or guaranteed loans under section 
3501(a); 

‘‘(ii) emergency community water assist-
ance grants under section 3501(e)(2); 

‘‘(iii) solid waste management grants 
under section 3501(e)(4); or 

‘‘(iv) rural water or wastewater technical 
assistance and training grants under section 
3501(e)(5). 

‘‘(C) RURAL BUSINESS AND COOPERATIVE DE-
VELOPMENT.—The rural business and cooper-
ative development category consists of all 
amounts made available for— 

‘‘(i) rural business opportunity grants, 
rural business enterprise grants, or rural 
educational network grants under section 
3601(a); or 

‘‘(ii) business and industry direct and guar-
anteed loans under section 3601(e). 

‘‘(3) LIMITATION.—The reservation of funds 
described in paragraph (2) may only extend 
through June 30 of the fiscal year in which 
the funds were first made available. 
‘‘SEC. 3703. GUARANTEED RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

LOANS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pro-

vide financial assistance to a borrower for a 
purpose provided in this subtitle by guaran-
teeing a loan made by any Federal or State 
chartered bank, savings and loan associa-
tion, cooperative lending agency, or other le-
gally organized lending agency. 

‘‘(b) INTEREST RATE.—The interest rate 
payable by a borrower on the portion of a 
guaranteed loan that is sold by a lender to 
the secondary market under this subtitle 
may be lower than the interest rate charged 
on the portion retained by the lender. 

‘‘(c) MAXIMUM GUARANTEE OF 90 PERCENT.— 
Except as provided in subsections (d) and (e), 
a loan guarantee under this subtitle shall be 
for not more than 90 percent of the principal 
and interest due on the loan. 

‘‘(d) REFINANCED LOANS GUARANTEED AT 95 
PERCENT.—The Secretary shall guarantee 95 
percent of— 

‘‘(1) in the case of a loan that solely refi-
nances a direct loan made under this sub-
title, the principal and interest due on the 
loan on the date of the refinancing; or 

‘‘(2) in the case of a loan that is used for 
multiple purposes, the portion of the loan 
that refinances the principal and interest 
due on a direct loan made under this subtitle 
that is outstanding on the date on which the 
loan is guaranteed. 

‘‘(e) RISK OF LOSS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection 

(b), the Secretary may not make a loan 
under section 3501 or 3601 unless the Sec-
retary determines that no other lender is 
willing to make the loan and assume 10 per-
cent of the potential loss to be sustained 
from the loan. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION FOR NONPROFIT GROUPS.— 
Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a public 
body or nonprofit association, including an 
Indian tribe. 
‘‘SEC. 3704. RURAL DEVELOPMENT INSURANCE 

FUND. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

LOAN.—In this section, the term ‘rural devel-
opment loan’ means a loan provided for by 
section 3501 or 3601. 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Treasury of the United States a fund 
to be known as the ‘Rural Development In-
surance Fund’ that shall be used by the Sec-
retary to discharge the obligations of the 
Secretary under contracts making or guar-
anteeing rural development loans. 
‘‘SEC. 3705. RURAL ECONOMIC AREA PARTNER-

SHIP ZONES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may des-

ignate additional areas as rural economic 
area partnership zones to be assisted under 
this chapter— 

‘‘(1) through an open, competitive process; 
and 

‘‘(2) with priority given to rural areas— 
‘‘(A) with excessive unemployment or 

underemployment, a high percentage of low- 
income residents, or high rates of outmigra-
tion, as determined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(B) that the Secretary determines have a 
substantial need for assistance. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall 
carry out those rural economic area partner-
ship zones administratively in effect on the 
date of enactment of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 in accord-
ance with the terms and conditions con-
tained in the memoranda of agreement en-
tered into by the Secretary for the rural eco-
nomic area partnership zones. 
‘‘SEC. 3706. STREAMLINING APPLICATIONS AND 

IMPROVING ACCESSIBILITY OF 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS. 

‘‘The Secretary shall expedite the process 
of creating user-friendly and accessible ap-
plication forms and procedures prioritizing 
programs and applications at the individual 
applicant level with an emphasis on utilizing 
current technology including online applica-
tions and submission processes. 
‘‘SEC. 3707. STATE RURAL DEVELOPMENT PART-

NERSHIP. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) AGENCY WITH RURAL RESPONSIBIL-

ITIES.—The term ‘agency with rural respon-
sibilities’ means any executive agency (as 
defined in section 105 of title 5, United States 
Code) that implements a Federal law, or ad-
ministers a program, targeted at or having a 
significant impact on rural areas. 

‘‘(2) PARTNERSHIP.—The term ‘Partnership’ 
means the State Rural Development Part-
nership continued by subsection (b). 

‘‘(3) STATE RURAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL.— 
The term ‘State rural development council’ 
means a State rural development council 
that meets the requirements of subsection 
(c). 

‘‘(b) PARTNERSHIP.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall sup-

port the State Rural Development Partner-
ship comprised of State rural development 
councils. 

‘‘(2) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Part-
nership are to empower and build the capac-
ity of States, regions, and rural communities 
to design flexible and innovative responses 
to their rural development needs in a man-
ner that maximizes collaborative public- and 
private-sector cooperation and minimizes 
regulatory redundancy. 

‘‘(3) COORDINATING PANEL.—A panel con-
sisting of representatives of State rural de-
velopment councils shall be established— 

‘‘(A) to lead and coordinate the strategic 
operation and policies of the Partnership; 
and 

‘‘(B) to facilitate effective communication 
among the members of the Partnership, in-
cluding the sharing of best practices. 

‘‘(4) ROLE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.—The 
role of the Federal Government in the Part-
nership may be that of a partner and 
facilitator, with Federal agencies author-
ized— 

‘‘(A) to cooperate with States to imple-
ment the Partnership; 

‘‘(B) to provide States with the technical 
and administrative support necessary to plan 
and implement tailored rural development 
strategies to meet local needs; 

‘‘(C) to ensure that the head of each agency 
with rural responsibilities directs appro-
priate field staff to participate fully with the 
State rural development council within the 
jurisdiction of the field staff; and 

‘‘(D) to enter into cooperative agreements 
with, and to provide grants and other assist-
ance to, State rural development councils. 

‘‘(c) STATE RURAL DEVELOPMENT COUN-
CILS.— 
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‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Notwithstanding 

chapter 63 of title 31, United States Code, 
each State may elect to participate in the 
Partnership by entering into an agreement 
with the Secretary to recognize a State rural 
development council. 

‘‘(2) COMPOSITION.—A State rural develop-
ment council shall— 

‘‘(A) be composed of representatives of 
Federal, State, local, and tribal govern-
ments, nonprofit organizations, regional or-
ganizations, the private sector, and other en-
tities committed to rural advancement; and 

‘‘(B) have a nonpartisan and nondiscrim-
inatory membership that— 

‘‘(i) is broad and representative of the eco-
nomic, social, and political diversity of the 
State; and 

‘‘(ii) shall be responsible for the govern-
ance and operations of the State rural devel-
opment council. 

‘‘(3) DUTIES.—A State rural development 
council shall— 

‘‘(A) facilitate collaboration among Fed-
eral, State, local, and tribal governments 
and the private and nonprofit sectors in the 
planning and implementation of programs 
and policies that have an impact on rural 
areas of the State; 

‘‘(B) monitor, report, and comment on poli-
cies and programs that address, or fail to ad-
dress, the needs of the rural areas of the 
State; 

‘‘(C) as part of the Partnership, facilitate 
the development of strategies to reduce or 
eliminate conflicting or duplicative adminis-
trative or regulatory requirements of Fed-
eral, State, local, and tribal governments; 
and 

‘‘(D)(i) provide to the Secretary an annual 
plan with goals and performance measures; 
and 

‘‘(ii) submit to the Secretary an annual re-
port on the progress of the State rural devel-
opment council in meeting the goals and 
measures. 

‘‘(4) FEDERAL PARTICIPATION IN STATE 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A State Director for 
Rural Development of the Department of Ag-
riculture, other employees of the Depart-
ment, and employees of other Federal agen-
cies with rural responsibilities shall fully 
participate as voting members in the govern-
ance and operations of State rural develop-
ment councils (including activities related 
to grants, contracts, and other agreements 
in accordance with this section) on an equal 
basis with other members of the State rural 
development councils. 

‘‘(B) CONFLICTS.—Participation by a Fed-
eral employee in a State rural development 
council in accordance with this paragraph 
shall not constitute a violation of section 205 
or 208 of title 18, United States Code. 

‘‘(d) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT OF THE 
PARTNERSHIP.— 

‘‘(1) DETAIL OF EMPLOYEES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In order to provide expe-

rience in intergovernmental collaboration, 
the head of an agency with rural responsibil-
ities that elects to participate in the Part-
nership may, and is encouraged to, detail to 
the Secretary for the support of the Partner-
ship 1 or more employees of the agency with 
rural responsibilities without reimburse-
ment for a period of up to 1 year. 

‘‘(B) CIVIL SERVICE STATUS.—The detail 
shall be without interruption or loss of civil 
service status or privilege. 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL SUPPORT.—The Secretary 
may provide for any additional support staff 
to the Partnership as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary to carry out the duties 
of the Partnership. 

‘‘(3) INTERMEDIARIES.—The Secretary may 
enter into a contract with a qualified inter-
mediary under which the intermediary shall 

be responsible for providing administrative 
and technical assistance to a State rural de-
velopment council, including administering 
the financial assistance available to the 
State rural development council. 

‘‘(e) MATCHING REQUIREMENTS FOR STATE 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), a State rural development 
council shall provide matching funds, or in- 
kind goods or services, to support the activi-
ties of the State rural development council 
in an amount that is not less than 33 percent 
of the amount of Federal funds received from 
a Federal agency under subsection (f)(2). 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS TO MATCHING REQUIREMENT 
FOR CERTAIN FEDERAL FUNDS.—Paragraph (1) 
shall not apply to funds, grants, funds pro-
vided under contracts or cooperative agree-
ments, gifts, contributions, or technical as-
sistance received by a State rural develop-
ment council from a Federal agency that are 
used— 

‘‘(A) to support 1 or more specific program 
or project activities; or 

‘‘(B) to reimburse the State rural develop-
ment council for services provided to the 
Federal agency providing the funds, grants, 
funds provided under contracts or coopera-
tive agreements, gifts, contributions, or 
technical assistance. 

‘‘(3) DEPARTMENT’S SHARE.—The Secretary 
shall develop a plan to decrease, over time, 
the share of the Department of Agriculture 
of the cost of the core operations of State 
rural development councils. 

‘‘(f) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $5,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL AGENCIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law limiting the ability of 
an agency, along with other agencies, to pro-
vide funds to a State rural development 
council in order to carry out the purposes of 
this section, a Federal agency may make 
grants, gifts, or contributions to, provide 
technical assistance to, or enter into con-
tracts or cooperative agreements with, a 
State rural development council. 

‘‘(B) ASSISTANCE.—Federal agencies are en-
couraged to use funds made available for pro-
grams that have an impact on rural areas to 
provide assistance to, and enter into con-
tracts with, a State rural development coun-
cil, as described in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(3) CONTRIBUTIONS.—A State rural devel-
opment council may accept private contribu-
tions. 

‘‘(g) TERMINATION.—The authority provided 
under this section shall terminate on Sep-
tember 30, 2018. 

‘‘CHAPTER 4—DELTA REGIONAL 
AUTHORITY 

‘‘SEC. 3801. DEFINITIONS. 
‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY.—The term ‘Authority’ 

means the Delta Regional Authority estab-
lished by section 3802. 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM.—The term 
‘Federal grant program’ means a Federal 
grant program to provide assistance in— 

‘‘(A) acquiring or developing land; 
‘‘(B) constructing or equipping a highway, 

road, bridge, or facility; or 
‘‘(C) carrying out other economic develop-

ment activities. 
‘‘(3) REGION.—The term ‘region’ means the 

Lower Mississippi (as defined in section 4 of 
the Delta Development Act (42 U.S.C. 3121 
note; Public Law 100–460)). 
‘‘SEC. 3802. DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established the 

Delta Regional Authority. 

‘‘(2) COMPOSITION.—The Authority shall be 
composed of— 

‘‘(A) a Federal member, to be appointed by 
the President, with the advice and consent of 
the Senate; and 

‘‘(B) the Governor (or a designee of the 
Governor) of each State in the region that 
elects to participate in the Authority. 

‘‘(3) COCHAIRPERSONS.—The Authority shall 
be headed by— 

‘‘(A) the Federal member, who shall serve 
as— 

‘‘(i) the Federal cochairperson; and 
‘‘(ii) a liaison between the Federal Govern-

ment and the Authority; and 
‘‘(B) a State cochairperson, who shall be— 
‘‘(i) a Governor of a participating State in 

the region; and 
‘‘(ii) elected by the State members for a 

term of not less than 1 year. 
‘‘(4) ALABAMA.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, the State of Alabama shall 
be a full member of the Authority and shall 
be entitled to all rights and privileges that 
the membership affords to all other partici-
pating States in the Authority. 

‘‘(b) ALTERNATE MEMBERS.— 
‘‘(1) STATE ALTERNATES.—The State mem-

ber of a participating State may have a sin-
gle alternate, who shall be— 

‘‘(A) a resident of that State; and 
‘‘(B) appointed by the Governor of the 

State. 
‘‘(2) ALTERNATE FEDERAL COCHAIRPERSON.— 

The President shall appoint an alternate 
Federal cochairperson. 

‘‘(3) QUORUM.—A State alternate shall not 
be counted toward the establishment of a 
quorum of the Authority in any instance in 
which a quorum of the State members is re-
quired to be present. 

‘‘(4) DELEGATION OF POWER.—No power or 
responsibility of the Authority specified in 
paragraphs (2) and (3) of subsection (c), and 
no voting right of any Authority member, 
shall be delegated to any person— 

‘‘(A) who is not an Authority member; or 
‘‘(B) who is not entitled to vote in Author-

ity meetings. 

‘‘(c) VOTING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A decision by the Au-

thority shall require a majority vote of the 
Authority (not including any member rep-
resenting a State that is delinquent under 
subsection (g)(2)(C)) to be effective. 

‘‘(2) QUORUM.—A quorum of State members 
shall be required to be present for the Au-
thority to make any policy decision, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(A) a modification or revision of an Au-
thority policy decision; 

‘‘(B) approval of a State or regional devel-
opment plan; and 

‘‘(C) any allocation of funds among the 
States. 

‘‘(3) PROJECT AND GRANT PROPOSALS.—The 
approval of project and grant proposals shall 
be— 

‘‘(A) a responsibility of the Authority; and 
‘‘(B) conducted in accordance with section 

3809. 
‘‘(4) VOTING BY ALTERNATE MEMBERS.—An 

alternate member shall vote in the case of 
the absence, death, disability, removal, or 
resignation of the Federal or State rep-
resentative for which the alternate member 
is an alternate. 

‘‘(d) DUTIES.—The Authority shall— 
‘‘(1) develop, on a continuing basis, com-

prehensive and coordinated plans and pro-
grams to establish priorities and approve 
grants for the economic development of the 
region, giving due consideration to other 
Federal, State, and local planning and devel-
opment activities in the region; 
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‘‘(2) review, and where appropriate amend, 

priorities in a development plan for the re-
gion (including 5-year regional outcome tar-
gets); 

‘‘(3) assess the needs and assets of the re-
gion based on available research, demonstra-
tions, investigations, assessments, and eval-
uations of the region prepared by Federal, 
State, and local agencies, universities, local 
development districts, and other nonprofit 
groups; 

‘‘(4) formulate and recommend to the Gov-
ernors and legislatures of States that par-
ticipate in the Authority forms of interstate 
cooperation; 

‘‘(5) work with State and local agencies in 
developing appropriate model legislation; 

‘‘(6)(A) enhance the capacity of, and pro-
vide support for, local development districts 
in the region; or 

‘‘(B) if no local development district exists 
in an area in a participating State in the re-
gion, foster the creation of a local develop-
ment district; 

‘‘(7) encourage private investment in in-
dustrial, commercial, and other economic 
development projects in the region; and 

‘‘(8) cooperate with and assist State gov-
ernments with economic development pro-
grams of participating States. 

‘‘(e) ADMINISTRATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (d), the Authority may— 

‘‘(1) hold such hearings, sit and act at such 
times and places, take such testimony, re-
ceive such evidence, and print or otherwise 
reproduce and distribute a description of the 
proceedings and reports on actions by the 
Authority as the Authority considers appro-
priate; 

‘‘(2) authorize, through the Federal or 
State cochairperson or any other member of 
the Authority designated by the Authority, 
the administration of oaths if the Authority 
determines that testimony should be taken 
or evidence received under oath; 

‘‘(3) request from any Federal, State, or 
local department or agency such information 
as may be available to or procurable by the 
department or agency that may be of use to 
the Authority in carrying out duties of the 
Authority; 

‘‘(4) adopt, amend, and repeal bylaws, 
rules, and regulations governing the conduct 
of Authority business and the performance of 
Authority duties; 

‘‘(5) request the head of any Federal de-
partment or agency to detail to the Author-
ity such personnel as the Authority requires 
to carry out duties of the Authority, each 
such detail to be without loss of seniority, 
pay, or other employee status; 

‘‘(6) request the head of any State depart-
ment or agency or local government to de-
tail to the Authority such personnel as the 
Authority requires to carry out duties of the 
Authority, each such detail to be without 
loss of seniority, pay, or other employee sta-
tus; 

‘‘(7) provide for coverage of Authority em-
ployees in a suitable retirement and em-
ployee benefit system by— 

‘‘(A) making arrangements or entering 
into contracts with any participating State 
government; or 

‘‘(B) otherwise providing retirement and 
other employee benefit coverage; 

‘‘(8) accept, use, and dispose of gifts or do-
nations of services or real, personal, tan-
gible, or intangible property; 

‘‘(9) enter into and perform such contracts, 
leases, cooperative agreements, or other 
transactions as are necessary to carry out 
Authority duties, including any contracts, 
leases, or cooperative agreements with— 

‘‘(A) any department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States; 

‘‘(B) any State (including a political sub-
division, agency, or instrumentality of the 
State); or 

‘‘(C) any person, firm, association, or cor-
poration; and 

‘‘(10) establish and maintain a central of-
fice and field offices at such locations as the 
Authority may select. 

‘‘(f) FEDERAL AGENCY COOPERATION.—A 
Federal agency shall— 

‘‘(1) cooperate with the Authority; and 
‘‘(2) provide, on request of the Federal co-

chairperson, appropriate assistance in car-
rying out this chapter, in accordance with 
applicable Federal laws (including regula-
tions). 

‘‘(g) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Administrative expenses 

of the Authority (except for the expenses of 
the Federal cochairperson, including ex-
penses of the alternate and staff of the Fed-
eral cochairperson, which shall be paid sole-
ly by the Federal Government) shall be 
paid— 

‘‘(A) by the Federal Government, in an 
amount equal to 50 percent of the adminis-
trative expenses; and 

‘‘(B) by the States in the region partici-
pating in the Authority, in an amount equal 
to 50 percent of the administrative expenses. 

‘‘(2) STATE SHARE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The share of administra-

tive expenses of the Authority to be paid by 
each State shall be determined by the Au-
thority. 

‘‘(B) NO FEDERAL PARTICIPATION.—The Fed-
eral cochairperson shall not participate or 
vote in any decision under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) DELINQUENT STATES.—If a State is de-
linquent in payment of the State’s share of 
administrative expenses of the Authority 
under this subsection— 

‘‘(i) no assistance under this chapter shall 
be furnished to the State (including assist-
ance to a political subdivision or a resident 
of the State); and 

‘‘(ii) no member of the Authority from the 
State shall participate or vote in any action 
by the Authority. 

‘‘(h) COMPENSATION.— 
‘‘(1) FEDERAL COCHAIRPERSON.—The Federal 

cochairperson shall be compensated by the 
Federal Government at level III of the Exec-
utive Schedule in subchapter II of chapter 53 
of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) ALTERNATE FEDERAL COCHAIRPERSON.— 
The alternate Federal cochairperson— 

‘‘(A) shall be compensated by the Federal 
Government at level V of the Executive 
Schedule described in paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(B) when not actively serving as an alter-
nate for the Federal cochairperson, shall per-
form such functions and duties as are dele-
gated by the Federal cochairperson. 

‘‘(3) STATE MEMBERS AND ALTERNATES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A State shall com-

pensate each member and alternate rep-
resenting the State on the Authority at the 
rate established by law of the State. 

‘‘(B) NO ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION.—No 
State member or alternate member shall re-
ceive any salary, or any contribution to or 
supplementation of salary from any source 
other than the State for services provided by 
the member or alternate to the Authority. 

‘‘(4) DETAILED EMPLOYEES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No person detailed to 

serve the Authority under subsection (e)(6) 
shall receive any salary or any contribution 
to or supplementation of salary for services 
provided to the Authority from— 

‘‘(i) any source other than the State, local, 
or intergovernmental department or agency 
from which the person was detailed; or 

‘‘(ii) the Authority. 
‘‘(B) VIOLATION.—Any person that violates 

this paragraph shall be fined not more than 

$5,000, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or 
both. 

‘‘(C) APPLICABLE LAW.—The Federal co-
chairperson, the alternate Federal cochair-
person, and any Federal officer or employee 
detailed to duty on the Authority under sub-
section (e)(5) shall not be subject to subpara-
graph (A), but shall remain subject to sec-
tions 202 through 209 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(5) ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL.— 
‘‘(A) COMPENSATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Authority may ap-

point and fix the compensation of an execu-
tive director and such other personnel as are 
necessary to enable the Authority to carry 
out the duties of the Authority. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—Compensation under 
clause (i) shall not exceed the maximum rate 
for the Senior Executive Service under sec-
tion 5382 of title 5, United States Code, in-
cluding any applicable locality-based com-
parability payment that may be authorized 
under section 5304(h)(2)(C) of that title. 

‘‘(B) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The executive 
director shall be responsible for— 

‘‘(i) the carrying out of the administrative 
duties of the Authority; 

‘‘(ii) direction of the Authority staff; and 
‘‘(iii) such other duties as the Authority 

may assign. 
‘‘(C) NO FEDERAL EMPLOYEE STATUS.—No 

member, alternate, officer, or employee of 
the Authority (except the Federal cochair-
person of the Authority, the alternate and 
staff for the Federal cochairperson, and any 
Federal employee detailed to the Authority 
under subsection (e)(5)) shall be considered 
to be a Federal employee for any purpose. 

‘‘(i) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 

paragraph (2), no State member, alternate, 
officer, or employee of the Authority shall 
participate personally and substantially as a 
member, alternate, officer, or employee of 
the Authority, through decision, approval, 
disapproval, recommendation, the rendering 
of advice, investigation, or otherwise, in any 
proceeding, application, request for a ruling 
or other determination, contract, claim, con-
troversy, or other matter in which, to 
knowledge of the member, alternate, officer, 
or employee, there is a financial interest of— 

‘‘(A) the member, alternate, officer, or em-
ployee; 

‘‘(B) the spouse, minor child, partner, or 
organization (other than a State or political 
subdivision of the State) of the member, al-
ternate, officer, or employee, in which the 
member, alternate, officer, or employee is 
serving as officer, director, trustee, partner, 
or employee; or 

‘‘(C) any person or organization with whom 
the member, alternate, officer, or employee 
is negotiating or has any arrangement con-
cerning prospective employment. 

‘‘(2) DISCLOSURE.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply if the State member, alternate, officer, 
or employee— 

‘‘(A) immediately advises the Authority of 
the nature and circumstances of the pro-
ceeding, application, request for a ruling or 
other determination, contract, claim, con-
troversy, or other particular matter pre-
senting a potential conflict of interest; 

‘‘(B) makes full disclosure of the financial 
interest; and 

‘‘(C) before the proceeding concerning the 
matter presenting the conflict of interest, 
receives a written determination by the Au-
thority that the interest is not so substan-
tial as to be likely to affect the integrity of 
the services that the Authority may expect 
from the State member, alternate, officer, or 
employee. 

‘‘(3) VIOLATION.—Any person that violates 
this subsection shall be fined not more than 
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$10,000, imprisoned not more than 2 years, or 
both. 

‘‘(j) VALIDITY OF CONTRACTS, LOANS, AND 
GRANTS.—The Authority may declare void 
any contract, loan, or grant of or by the Au-
thority in relation to which the Authority 
determines that there has been a violation of 
any provision under subsection (h)(4), sub-
section (i), or sections 202 through 209 of title 
18, United States Code. 
‘‘SEC. 3803. ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVEL-

OPMENT GRANTS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Authority may ap-

prove grants to States and public and non-
profit entities for projects, approved in ac-
cordance with section 3809— 

‘‘(1) to develop the transportation infra-
structure of the region for the purpose of fa-
cilitating economic development in the re-
gion (except that grants for this purpose 
may only be made to a State or local govern-
ment); 

‘‘(2) to assist the region in obtaining the 
job training, employment-related education, 
and business development (with an emphasis 
on entrepreneurship) that are needed to 
build and maintain strong local economies; 

‘‘(3) to provide assistance to severely dis-
tressed and underdeveloped areas that lack 
financial resources for improving basic pub-
lic services; 

‘‘(4) to provide assistance to severely dis-
tressed and underdeveloped areas that lack 
financial resources for equipping industrial 
parks and related facilities; and 

‘‘(5) to otherwise achieve the purposes of 
this chapter. 

‘‘(b) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Funds for grants under 

subsection (a) may be provided— 
‘‘(A) entirely from appropriations to carry 

out this section; 
‘‘(B) in combination with funds available 

under another Federal or Federal grant pro-
gram; or 

‘‘(C) from any other source. 
‘‘(2) PRIORITY OF FUNDING.—To best build 

the foundations for long-term economic de-
velopment and to complement other Federal 
and State resources in the region, Federal 
funds available under this chapter shall be 
focused on the activities in the following 
order or priority: 

‘‘(A) Basic public infrastructure in dis-
tressed counties and isolated areas of dis-
tress. 

‘‘(B) Transportation infrastructure for the 
purpose of facilitating economic develop-
ment in the region. 

‘‘(C) Business development, with emphasis 
on entrepreneurship. 

‘‘(D) Job training or employment-related 
education, with emphasis on use of existing 
public educational institutions located in 
the region. 
‘‘SEC. 3804. SUPPLEMENTS TO FEDERAL GRANT 

PROGRAMS. 
‘‘(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that certain 

States and local communities of the region, 
including local development districts, may 
be unable to take maximum advantage of 
Federal grant programs for which the States 
and communities are eligible because— 

‘‘(1) the States or communities lack the 
economic resources to provide the required 
matching share; or 

‘‘(2) there are insufficient funds available 
under the applicable Federal law authorizing 
the Federal grant program to meet pressing 
needs of the region. 

‘‘(b) FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM FUNDING.— 
Notwithstanding any provision of law lim-
iting the Federal share, the areas eligible for 
assistance, or the authorizations of appro-
priations of any Federal grant program, and 
in accordance with subsection (c), the Au-
thority, with the approval of the Federal co-

chairperson and with respect to a project to 
be carried out in the region— 

‘‘(1) may increase the Federal share of the 
costs of a project under the Federal grant 
program to not more than 90 percent (except 
as provided in section 3806(b)); and 

‘‘(2) shall use amounts made available to 
carry out this chapter to pay the increased 
Federal share. 

‘‘(c) CERTIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any 

project for which all or any portion of the 
basic Federal share of the costs of the 
project is proposed to be paid under this sec-
tion, no Federal contribution shall be made 
until the Federal official administering the 
Federal law that authorizes the Federal 
grant program certifies that the project— 

‘‘(A) meets (except as provided in sub-
section (b)) the applicable requirements of 
the applicable Federal grant program; and 

‘‘(B) could be approved for Federal con-
tribution under the Federal grant program if 
funds were available under the law for the 
project. 

‘‘(2) CERTIFICATION BY AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The certifications and 

determinations required to be made by the 
Authority for approval of projects under this 
Act in accordance with section 3809 shall 
be— 

‘‘(i) controlling; and 
‘‘(ii) accepted by the Federal agencies. 
‘‘(B) ACCEPTANCE BY FEDERAL COCHAIR-

PERSON.—In the case of any project described 
in paragraph (1), any finding, report, certifi-
cation, or documentation required to be sub-
mitted with respect to the project to the 
head of the department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the Federal Government re-
sponsible for the administration of the Fed-
eral grant program under which the project 
is carried out shall be accepted by the Fed-
eral cochairperson. 
‘‘SEC. 3805. LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS; 

CERTIFICATION AND ADMINISTRA-
TIVE EXPENSES. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT.—In this section, the term ‘local 
development district’ means an entity that— 

‘‘(1) is— 
‘‘(A) a planning district in existence on the 

date of enactment of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 that is rec-
ognized by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(B) if an entity described in subparagraph 
(A) does not exist— 

‘‘(i) organized and operated in a manner 
that ensures broad-based community partici-
pation and an effective opportunity for other 
nonprofit groups to contribute to the devel-
opment and implementation of programs in 
the region; 

‘‘(ii) governed by a policy board with at 
least a simple majority of members con-
sisting of elected officials or employees of a 
general purpose unit of local government 
who have been appointed to represent the 
government; 

‘‘(iii) certified to the Authority as having a 
charter or authority that includes the eco-
nomic development of counties or parts of 
counties or other political subdivisions with-
in the region— 

‘‘(I) by the Governor of each State in which 
the entity is located; or 

‘‘(II) by the State officer designated by the 
appropriate State law to make the certifi-
cation; and 

‘‘(iv)(I) a nonprofit incorporated body orga-
nized or chartered under the law of the State 
in which the entity is located; 

‘‘(II) a nonprofit agency or instrumentality 
of a State or local government; 

‘‘(III) a public organization established be-
fore December 21, 2000, under State law for 
creation of multi-jurisdictional, area-wide 
planning organizations; or 

‘‘(IV) a nonprofit association or combina-
tion of bodies, agencies, and instrumental-
ities described in subclauses (I) through (III); 
and 

‘‘(2) has not, as certified by the Federal co-
chairperson— 

‘‘(A) inappropriately used Federal grant 
funds from any Federal source; or 

‘‘(B) appointed an officer who, during the 
period in which another entity inappropri-
ately used Federal grant funds from any Fed-
eral source, was an officer of the other enti-
ty. 

‘‘(b) GRANTS TO LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DIS-
TRICTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Authority shall 
make grants for administrative expenses 
under this section. 

‘‘(2) CONDITIONS FOR GRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of 

any grant awarded under paragraph (1) shall 
not exceed 80 percent of the administrative 
expenses of the local development district 
receiving the grant. 

‘‘(B) MAXIMUM PERIOD.—No grant described 
in paragraph (1) shall be awarded to a State 
agency certified as a local development dis-
trict for a period greater than 3 years. 

‘‘(C) LOCAL SHARE.—The contributions of a 
local development district for administrative 
expenses may be in cash or in kind, fairly 
evaluated, including space, equipment, and 
services. 

‘‘(c) DUTIES OF LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DIS-
TRICTS.—A local development district shall— 

‘‘(1) operate as a lead organization serving 
multicounty areas in the region at the local 
level; and 

‘‘(2) serve as a liaison between State and 
local governments, nonprofit organizations 
(including community-based groups and edu-
cational institutions), the business commu-
nity, and citizens that— 

‘‘(A) are involved in multijurisdictional 
planning; 

‘‘(B) provide technical assistance to local 
jurisdictions and potential grantees; and 

‘‘(C) provide leadership and civic develop-
ment assistance. 
‘‘SEC. 3806. DISTRESSED COUNTIES AND AREAS 

AND NONDISTRESSED COUNTIES. 
‘‘(a) DESIGNATIONS.—Each year, the Au-

thority, in accordance with such criteria as 
the Authority may establish, shall des-
ignate— 

‘‘(1) as distressed counties, counties in the 
region that are the most severely and per-
sistently distressed and underdeveloped and 
have high rates of poverty or unemployment; 

‘‘(2) as nondistressed counties, counties in 
the region that are not designated as dis-
tressed counties under paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(3) as isolated areas of distress, areas lo-
cated in nondistressed counties (as des-
ignated under paragraph (2)) that have high 
rates of poverty or unemployment. 

‘‘(b) DISTRESSED COUNTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Authority shall allo-

cate at least 75 percent of the appropriations 
made available under section 3813 for pro-
grams and projects designed to serve the 
needs of distressed counties and isolated 
areas of distress in the region. 

‘‘(2) FUNDING LIMITATIONS.—The funding 
limitations under section 3804(b) shall not 
apply to a project providing transportation 
or basic public services to residents of 1 or 
more distressed counties or isolated areas of 
distress in the region. 

‘‘(c) NONDISTRESSED COUNTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

this subsection, no funds shall be provided 
under this chapter for a project located in a 
county designated as a nondistressed county 
under subsection (a)(2). 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The funding prohibition 

under paragraph (1) shall not apply to grants 
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to fund the administrative expenses of local 
development districts under section 3805(b). 

‘‘(B) MULTICOUNTY PROJECTS.—The Author-
ity may waive the application of the funding 
prohibition under paragraph (1) to a multi-
county project that includes participation by 
a nondistressed county; or any other type of 
project if the Authority determines that the 
project could bring significant benefits to 
areas of the region outside a nondistressed 
county. 

‘‘(C) ISOLATED AREAS OF DISTRESS.—For a 
designation of an isolated area of distress for 
assistance to be effective, the designation 
shall be supported— 

‘‘(i) by the most recent Federal data avail-
able; or 

‘‘(ii) if no recent Federal data are avail-
able, by the most recent data available 
through the government of the State in 
which the isolated area of distress is located. 

‘‘(d) TRANSPORTATION AND BASIC PUBLIC IN-
FRASTRUCTURE.—The Authority shall allo-
cate at least 50 percent of any funds made 
available under section 3813 for transpor-
tation and basic public infrastructure 
projects authorized under paragraphs (1) and 
(3) of section 3803(a). 
‘‘SEC. 3807. DEVELOPMENT PLANNING PROCESS. 

‘‘(a) STATE DEVELOPMENT PLAN.—In ac-
cordance with policies established by the Au-
thority, each State member shall submit a 
development plan for the area of the region 
represented by the State member. 

‘‘(b) CONTENT OF PLAN.—A State develop-
ment plan submitted under subsection (a) 
shall reflect the goals, objectives, and prior-
ities identified in the regional development 
plan developed under section 3802(d)(2). 

‘‘(c) CONSULTATION WITH INTERESTED LOCAL 
PARTIES.—In carrying out the development 
planning process (including the selection of 
programs and projects for assistance), a 
State may— 

‘‘(1) consult with— 
‘‘(A) local development districts; and 
‘‘(B) local units of government; and 
‘‘(2) take into consideration the goals, ob-

jectives, priorities, and recommendations of 
the entities described in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(d) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Authority and appli-

cable State and local development districts 
shall encourage and assist, to the maximum 
extent practicable, public participation in 
the development, revision, and implementa-
tion of all plans and programs under this 
chapter. 

‘‘(2) REGULATIONS.—The Authority shall 
develop guidelines for providing public par-
ticipation described in paragraph (1), includ-
ing public hearings. 
‘‘SEC. 3808. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In considering programs 
and projects to be provided assistance under 
this chapter and in establishing a priority 
ranking of the requests for assistance pro-
vided by the Authority, the Authority shall 
follow procedures that ensure, to the max-
imum extent practicable, consideration of— 

‘‘(1) the relationship of the project or class 
of projects to overall regional development; 

‘‘(2) the per capita income and poverty and 
unemployment rates in an area; 

‘‘(3) the financial resources available to 
the applicants for assistance seeking to 
carry out the project, with emphasis on en-
suring that projects are adequately financed 
to maximize the probability of successful 
economic development; 

‘‘(4) the importance of the project or class 
of projects in relation to other projects or 
classes of projects that may be in competi-
tion for the same funds; 

‘‘(5) the prospects that the project for 
which assistance is sought will improve, on a 
continuing rather than a temporary basis, 

the opportunities for employment, the aver-
age level of income, or the economic develop-
ment of the area served by the project; and 

‘‘(6) the extent to which the project design 
provides for detailed outcome measurements 
by which grant expenditures and the results 
of the expenditures may be evaluated. 

‘‘(b) NO RELOCATION ASSISTANCE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), no financial assistance author-
ized by this chapter shall be used to assist a 
person or entity in relocating from 1 area to 
another. 

‘‘(2) OUTSIDE BUSINESSES.—Financial assist-
ance under this chapter may be used as oth-
erwise authorized by this subtitle to attract 
businesses from outside the region to the re-
gion. 

‘‘(c) REDUCTION OF FUNDS.—Funds may be 
provided for a program or project in a State 
under this chapter only if the Authority de-
termines that the level of Federal or State 
financial assistance provided under a law 
other than this chapter, for the same type of 
program or project in the same area of the 
State within the region, will not be reduced 
as a result of funds made available by this 
chapter. 
‘‘SEC. 3809. APPROVAL OF DEVELOPMENT PLANS 

AND PROJECTS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A State or regional de-

velopment plan or any multistate sub-
regional plan that is proposed for develop-
ment under this chapter shall be reviewed 
and approved by the Authority. 

‘‘(b) EVALUATION BY STATE MEMBER.—An 
application for a grant or any other assist-
ance for a project under this chapter shall be 
made through and evaluated for approval by 
the State member of the Authority rep-
resenting the applicant. 

‘‘(c) CERTIFICATION.—An application for a 
grant or other assistance for a project shall 
be approved only on certification by the 
State member that the application for the 
project— 

‘‘(1) describes ways in which the project 
complies with any applicable State develop-
ment plan; 

‘‘(2) meets applicable criteria under section 
3808; 

‘‘(3) provides adequate assurance that the 
proposed project will be properly adminis-
tered, operated, and maintained; and 

‘‘(4) otherwise meets the requirements of 
this chapter. 

‘‘(d) APPROVAL OF GRANT APPLICATIONS.— 
On certification by a State member of the 
Authority of an application for a grant or 
other assistance for a specific project under 
this section, an affirmative vote of the Au-
thority under section 3802(c) shall be re-
quired for approval of the application. 
‘‘SEC. 3810. CONSENT OF STATES. 

‘‘Nothing in this chapter requires any 
State to engage in or accept any program 
under this chapter without the consent of 
the State. 
‘‘SEC. 3811. RECORDS. 

‘‘(a) RECORDS OF THE AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Authority shall 

maintain accurate and complete records of 
all transactions and activities of the Author-
ity. 

‘‘(2) AVAILABILITY.—All records of the Au-
thority shall be available for audit and ex-
amination by the Comptroller General of the 
United States and the Inspector General of 
the Department of Agriculture (including au-
thorized representatives of the Comptroller 
General and the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Agriculture). 

‘‘(b) RECORDS OF RECIPIENTS OF FEDERAL 
ASSISTANCE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A recipient of Federal 
funds under this chapter shall, as required by 
the Authority, maintain accurate and com-

plete records of transactions and activities 
financed with Federal funds and report on 
the transactions and activities to the Au-
thority. 

‘‘(2) AVAILABILITY.—All records required 
under paragraph (1) shall be available for 
audit by the Comptroller General of the 
United States, the Inspector General of the 
Department of Agriculture, and the Author-
ity (including authorized representatives of 
the Comptroller General, the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Agriculture, and 
the Authority). 
‘‘SEC. 3812. ANNUAL REPORT. 

‘‘Not later than 180 days after the end of 
each fiscal year, the Authority shall submit 
to the President and to Congress a report de-
scribing the activities carried out under this 
chapter. 
‘‘SEC. 3813. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to 

be appropriated to the Authority to carry 
out this chapter $30,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018, to remain available 
until expended. 

‘‘(b) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Not more 
than 5 percent of the amount appropriated 
under subsection (a) for a fiscal year shall be 
used for administrative expenses of the Au-
thority. 
‘‘SEC. 3814. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY. 

‘‘This chapter and the authority provided 
under this chapter expire on October 1, 2018. 
‘‘CHAPTER 5—NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS 

REGIONAL AUTHORITY 
‘‘SEC. 3821. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this chapter: 
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY.—The term ‘Authority’ 

means the Northern Great Plains Regional 
Authority established by section 3822. 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM.—The term 
‘Federal grant program’ means a Federal 
grant program to provide assistance in— 

‘‘(A) implementing the recommendations 
of the Northern Great Plains Rural Develop-
ment Commission established by the North-
ern Great Plains Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 2661 note; Public Law 103–318); 

‘‘(B) acquiring or developing land; 
‘‘(C) constructing or equipping a highway, 

road, bridge, or facility; 
‘‘(D) carrying out other economic develop-

ment activities; or 
‘‘(E) conducting research activities related 

to the activities described in subparagraphs 
(A) through (D). 

‘‘(3) REGION.—The term ‘region’ means the 
States of Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri (other 
than counties included in the Delta Regional 
Authority), Nebraska, North Dakota, and 
South Dakota. 
‘‘SEC. 3822. NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGIONAL 

AUTHORITY. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established the 

Northern Great Plains Regional Authority. 
‘‘(2) COMPOSITION.—The Authority shall be 

composed of— 
‘‘(A) a Federal member, to be appointed by 

the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate; 

‘‘(B) the Governor (or a designee of the 
Governor) of each State in the region that 
elects to participate in the Authority; and 

‘‘(C) a member of an Indian tribe, who shall 
be a chairperson of an Indian tribe in the re-
gion or a designee of such a chairperson, to 
be appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. 

‘‘(3) COCHAIRPERSONS.—The Authority shall 
be headed by— 

‘‘(A) the Federal member, who shall serve 
as— 

‘‘(i) the Federal cochairperson; and 
‘‘(ii) a liaison between the Federal Govern-

ment and the Authority; 
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‘‘(B) a State cochairperson, who shall be— 
‘‘(i) a Governor of a participating State in 

the region; and 
‘‘(ii) elected by the State members for a 

term of not less than 1 year; and 
‘‘(C) the member of an Indian tribe, who 

shall serve as— 
‘‘(i) the tribal cochairperson; and 
‘‘(ii) a liaison between the governments of 

Indian tribes in the region and the Author-
ity. 

‘‘(4) FAILURE TO CONFIRM.— 
‘‘(A) FEDERAL MEMBER.—Notwithstanding 

any other provision of this section, if a Fed-
eral member described in paragraph (2)(A) 
has not been confirmed by the Senate by not 
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of the Agriculture Reform, Food, and 
Jobs Act of 2013, the Authority may organize 
and operate without the Federal member. 

‘‘(B) TRIBAL COCHAIRPERSON.—In the case of 
the tribal cochairperson, if no tribal cochair-
person is confirmed by the Senate, the re-
gional authority shall consult and coordi-
nate with the leaders of Indian tribes in the 
region concerning the activities of the Au-
thority, as appropriate. 

‘‘(b) ALTERNATE MEMBERS.— 
‘‘(1) ALTERNATE FEDERAL COCHAIRPERSON.— 

The President shall appoint an alternate 
Federal cochairperson. 

‘‘(2) STATE ALTERNATES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The State member of a 

participating State may have a single alter-
nate, who shall be— 

‘‘(i) a resident of that State; and 
‘‘(ii) appointed by the Governor of the 

State. 
‘‘(B) QUORUM.—A State alternate member 

shall not be counted toward the establish-
ment of a quorum of the members of the Au-
thority in any case in which a quorum of the 
State members is required to be present. 

‘‘(3) ALTERNATE TRIBAL COCHAIRPERSON.— 
The President shall appoint an alternate 
tribal cochairperson, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. 

‘‘(4) DELEGATION OF POWER.—No power or 
responsibility of the Authority specified in 
paragraphs (2) and (3) of subsection (c), and 
no voting right of any member of the Au-
thority, shall be delegated to any person who 
is not— 

‘‘(A) a member of the Authority; or 
‘‘(B) entitled to vote in Authority meet-

ings. 
‘‘(c) VOTING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A decision by the Au-

thority shall require a majority vote of the 
Authority (not including any member rep-
resenting a State that is delinquent under 
subsection (g)(2)(D)) to be effective. 

‘‘(2) QUORUM.—A quorum of State members 
shall be required to be present for the Au-
thority to make any policy decision, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(A) a modification or revision of an Au-
thority policy decision; 

‘‘(B) approval of a State or regional devel-
opment plan; and 

‘‘(C) any allocation of funds among the 
States. 

‘‘(3) PROJECT AND GRANT PROPOSALS.—The 
approval of project and grant proposals shall 
be— 

‘‘(A) a responsibility of the Authority; and 
‘‘(B) conducted in accordance with section 

3830. 
‘‘(4) VOTING BY ALTERNATE MEMBERS.—An 

alternate member shall vote in the case of 
the absence, death, disability, removal, or 
resignation of the Federal, State, or Indian 
tribe member for whom the alternate mem-
ber is an alternate. 

‘‘(d) DUTIES.—The Authority shall— 
‘‘(1) develop, on a continuing basis, com-

prehensive and coordinated plans and pro-
grams for multistate cooperation to advance 

the economic and social well-being of the re-
gion and to approve grants for the economic 
development of the region, giving due con-
sideration to other Federal, State, tribal, 
and local planning and development activi-
ties in the region; 

‘‘(2) review, and when appropriate amend, 
priorities in a development plan for the re-
gion (including 5-year regional outcome tar-
gets); 

‘‘(3) assess the needs and assets of the re-
gion based on available research, demonstra-
tions, investigations, assessments, and eval-
uations of the region prepared by Federal, 
State, tribal, and local agencies, univer-
sities, regional and local development dis-
tricts or organizations, and other nonprofit 
groups; 

‘‘(4) formulate and recommend to the Gov-
ernors and legislatures of States that par-
ticipate in the Authority forms of interstate 
cooperation for— 

‘‘(A) renewable energy development and 
transmission; 

‘‘(B) transportation planning and economic 
development; 

‘‘(C) information technology; 
‘‘(D) movement of freight and individuals 

within the region; 
‘‘(E) federally funded research at institu-

tions of higher education; and 
‘‘(F) conservation land management; 
‘‘(5) work with State, tribal, and local 

agencies in developing appropriate model 
legislation; 

‘‘(6) enhance the capacity of, and provide 
support for, multistate development and re-
search organizations, local development or-
ganizations and districts, and resource con-
servation districts in the region; 

‘‘(7) encourage private investment in in-
dustrial, commercial, renewable energy, and 
other economic development projects in the 
region; and 

‘‘(8) cooperate with and assist State gov-
ernments with economic development pro-
grams of participating States. 

‘‘(e) ADMINISTRATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (d), the Authority may— 

‘‘(1) hold such hearings, sit and act at such 
times and places, take such testimony, re-
ceive such evidence, and print or otherwise 
reproduce and distribute a description of the 
proceedings and reports on actions by the 
Authority as the Authority considers appro-
priate; 

‘‘(2) authorize, through the Federal, State, 
or tribal cochairperson or any other member 
of the Authority designated by the Author-
ity, the administration of oaths if the Au-
thority determines that testimony should be 
taken or evidence received under oath; 

‘‘(3) request from any Federal, State, trib-
al, or local agency such information as may 
be available to or procurable by the agency 
that may be of use to the Authority in car-
rying out the duties of the Authority; 

‘‘(4) adopt, amend, and repeal bylaws and 
rules governing the conduct of business and 
the performance of duties of the Authority; 

‘‘(5) request the head of any Federal agen-
cy to detail to the Authority such personnel 
as the Authority requires to carry out duties 
of the Authority, each such detail to be 
without loss of seniority, pay, or other em-
ployee status; 

‘‘(6) request the head of any State agency, 
tribal government, or local government to 
detail to the Authority such personnel as the 
Authority requires to carry out duties of the 
Authority, each such detail to be without 
loss of seniority, pay, or other employee sta-
tus; 

‘‘(7) provide for coverage of Authority em-
ployees in a suitable retirement and em-
ployee benefit system by— 

‘‘(A) making arrangements or entering 
into contracts with any participating State 
government or tribal government; or 

‘‘(B) otherwise providing retirement and 
other employee benefit coverage; 

‘‘(8) accept, use, and dispose of gifts or do-
nations of services or real, personal, tan-
gible, or intangible property; 

‘‘(9) enter into and perform such contracts, 
leases, cooperative agreements, or other 
transactions as are necessary to carry out 
Authority duties, including any contracts, 
leases, or cooperative agreements with— 

‘‘(A) any department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States; 

‘‘(B) any State (including a political sub-
division, agency, or instrumentality of the 
State); 

‘‘(C) any Indian tribe in the region; or 
‘‘(D) any person, firm, association, or cor-

poration; and 
‘‘(10) establish and maintain a central of-

fice and field offices at such locations as the 
Authority may select. 

‘‘(f) FEDERAL AGENCY COOPERATION.—A 
Federal agency shall— 

‘‘(1) cooperate with the Authority; and 
‘‘(2) provide, on request of a cochairperson, 

appropriate assistance in carrying out this 
chapter, in accordance with applicable Fed-
eral laws (including regulations). 

‘‘(g) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.— 
‘‘(1) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 

the administrative expenses of the Authority 
shall be— 

‘‘(A) for fiscal year 2014, 100 percent; 
‘‘(B) for fiscal year 2015, 75 percent; and 
‘‘(C) for fiscal year 2016 and each fiscal 

year thereafter, 50 percent. 
‘‘(2) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The non-Federal share 

of the administrative expenses of the Au-
thority shall be paid by non-Federal sources 
in the States that participate in the Author-
ity. 

‘‘(B) SHARE PAID BY EACH STATE.—The 
share of administrative expenses of the Au-
thority to be paid by non-Federal sources in 
each State shall be determined by the Au-
thority. 

‘‘(C) NO FEDERAL PARTICIPATION.—The Fed-
eral cochairperson shall not participate or 
vote in any decision under subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(D) DELINQUENT STATES.—If a State is de-
linquent in payment of the State’s share of 
administrative expenses of the Authority 
under this subsection— 

‘‘(i) no assistance under this chapter shall 
be provided to the State (including assist-
ance to a political subdivision or a resident 
of the State); and 

‘‘(ii) no member of the Authority from the 
State shall participate or vote in any action 
by the Authority. 

‘‘(h) COMPENSATION.— 
‘‘(1) FEDERAL AND TRIBAL COCHAIR-

PERSONS.—The Federal cochairperson and 
the tribal cochairperson shall be com-
pensated by the Federal Government at the 
annual rate of basic pay prescribed for level 
III of the Executive Schedule in subchapter 
II of chapter 53 of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) ALTERNATE FEDERAL AND TRIBAL CO-
CHAIRPERSONS.—The alternate Federal co-
chairperson and the alternate tribal cochair-
person— 

‘‘(A) shall be compensated by the Federal 
Government at the annual rate of basic pay 
prescribed for level V of the Executive 
Schedule described in paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(B) when not actively serving as an alter-
nate, shall perform such functions and duties 
as are delegated by the Federal cochair-
person or the tribal cochairperson, respec-
tively. 

‘‘(3) STATE MEMBERS AND ALTERNATES.— 
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‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A State shall com-

pensate each member and alternate rep-
resenting the State on the Authority at the 
rate established by State law. 

‘‘(B) NO ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION.—No 
State member or alternate member shall re-
ceive any salary, or any contribution to or 
supplementation of salary from any source 
other than the State for services provided by 
the member or alternate member to the Au-
thority. 

‘‘(4) DETAILED EMPLOYEES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—No person detailed to 

serve the Authority under subsection (e)(6) 
shall receive any salary or any contribution 
to or supplementation of salary for services 
provided to the Authority from— 

‘‘(i) any source other than the State, trib-
al, local, or intergovernmental agency from 
which the person was detailed; or 

‘‘(ii) the Authority. 
‘‘(B) VIOLATION.—Any person that violates 

this paragraph shall be fined not more than 
$5,000, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or 
both. 

‘‘(C) APPLICABLE LAW.—The Federal co-
chairperson, the alternate Federal cochair-
person, and any Federal officer or employee 
detailed to duty on the Authority under sub-
section (e)(5) shall not be subject to subpara-
graph (A), but shall remain subject to sec-
tions 202 through 209 of title 18, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(5) ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL.— 
‘‘(A) COMPENSATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Authority may ap-

point and fix the compensation of an execu-
tive director and such other personnel as are 
necessary to enable the Authority to carry 
out the duties of the Authority. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—Compensation under 
clause (i) shall not exceed the maximum rate 
for the Senior Executive Service under sec-
tion 5382 of title 5, United States Code, in-
cluding any applicable locality-based com-
parability payment that may be authorized 
under section 5304(h)(2)(C) of that title. 

‘‘(B) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The executive 
director shall be responsible for— 

‘‘(i) the carrying out of the administrative 
duties of the Authority; 

‘‘(ii) direction of the Authority staff; and 
‘‘(iii) such other duties as the Authority 

may assign. 
‘‘(C) NO FEDERAL EMPLOYEE STATUS.—No 

member, alternate, officer, or employee of 
the Authority (except the Federal cochair-
person of the Authority, the alternate and 
staff for the Federal cochairperson, and any 
Federal employee detailed to the Authority 
under subsection (e)(5)) shall be considered 
to be a Federal employee for any purpose. 

‘‘(i) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 

paragraph (2), no State member, Indian tribe 
member, State alternate, officer, or em-
ployee of the Authority shall participate per-
sonally and substantially as a member, al-
ternate, officer, or employee of the Author-
ity, through decision, approval, disapproval, 
recommendation, the rendering of advice, in-
vestigation, or otherwise, in any proceeding, 
application, request for a ruling or other de-
termination, contract, claim, controversy, or 
other matter in which, to knowledge of the 
member, alternate, officer, or employee, 
there is a financial interest of— 

‘‘(A) the member, alternate, officer, or em-
ployee; 

‘‘(B) the spouse, minor child, partner, or 
organization (other than a State or political 
subdivision of the State or the Indian tribe) 
of the member, alternate, officer, or em-
ployee, in which the member, alternate, offi-
cer, or employee is serving as officer, direc-
tor, trustee, partner, or employee; or 

‘‘(C) any person or organization with whom 
the member, alternate, officer, or employee 

is negotiating or has any arrangement con-
cerning prospective employment. 

‘‘(2) DISCLOSURE.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply if the State member, Indian tribe 
member, alternate, officer, or employee— 

‘‘(A) immediately advises the Authority of 
the nature and circumstances of the pro-
ceeding, application, request for a ruling or 
other determination, contract, claim, con-
troversy, or other particular matter pre-
senting a potential conflict of interest; 

‘‘(B) makes full disclosure of the financial 
interest; and 

‘‘(C) before the proceeding concerning the 
matter presenting the conflict of interest, 
receives a written determination by the Au-
thority that the interest is not so substan-
tial as to be likely to affect the integrity of 
the services that the Authority may expect 
from the State member, Indian tribe mem-
ber, alternate, officer, or employee. 

‘‘(3) VIOLATION.—Any person that violates 
this subsection shall be fined not more than 
$10,000, imprisoned not more than 2 years, or 
both. 

‘‘(j) VALIDITY OF CONTRACTS, LOANS, AND 
GRANTS.—The Authority may declare void 
any contract, loan, or grant of or by the Au-
thority in relation to which the Authority 
determines that there has been a violation of 
any provision under subsection (h)(4) or sub-
section (i) of this chapter, or sections 202 
through 209 of title 18, United States Code. 
‘‘SEC. 3823. INTERSTATE COOPERATION FOR ECO-

NOMIC OPPORTUNITY AND EFFI-
CIENCY. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Authority shall pro-
vide assistance to States in developing re-
gional plans to address multistate economic 
issues, including plans— 

‘‘(1) to develop a regional transmission sys-
tem for movement of renewable energy to 
markets outside the region; 

‘‘(2) to address regional transportation 
concerns, including the establishment of a 
Northern Great Plains Regional Transpor-
tation Working Group; 

‘‘(3) to encourage and support interstate 
collaboration on federally funded research 
that is in the national interest; and 

‘‘(4) to establish a Regional Working Group 
on Agriculture Development and Transpor-
tation. 

‘‘(b) ECONOMIC ISSUES.—The multistate 
economic issues referred to in subsection (a) 
shall include— 

‘‘(1) renewable energy development and 
transmission; 

‘‘(2) transportation planning and economic 
development; 

‘‘(3) information technology; 
‘‘(4) movement of freight and individuals 

within the region; 
‘‘(5) federally funded research at institu-

tions of higher education; and 
‘‘(6) conservation land management. 

‘‘SEC. 3824. ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVEL-
OPMENT GRANTS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Authority may ap-
prove grants to States, Indian tribes, local 
governments, and public and nonprofit orga-
nizations for projects, approved in accord-
ance with section 3830— 

‘‘(1) to assist the region in obtaining the 
job training, employment-related education, 
and business development (with an emphasis 
on entrepreneurship) that are needed to 
build and maintain strong local economies; 

‘‘(2) to develop the transportation, renew-
able energy transmission, and telecommuni-
cation infrastructure of the region for the 
purpose of facilitating economic develop-
ment in the region (except that grants for 
this purpose may be made only to States, In-
dian tribes, local governments, and nonprofit 
organizations); 

‘‘(3) to provide assistance to severely dis-
tressed and underdeveloped areas that lack 

financial resources for improving basic pub-
lic services; 

‘‘(4) to provide assistance to severely dis-
tressed and underdeveloped areas that lack 
financial resources for equipping industrial 
parks and related facilities; and 

‘‘(5) to otherwise achieve the purposes of 
this chapter. 

‘‘(b) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Funds for grants under 

subsection (a) may be provided— 
‘‘(A) entirely from appropriations to carry 

out this section; 
‘‘(B) in combination with funds available 

under another Federal grant program; or 
‘‘(C) from any other source. 
‘‘(2) PRIORITY OF FUNDING.—To best build 

the foundations for long-term economic de-
velopment and to complement other Federal, 
State, and tribal resources in the region, 
Federal funds available under this chapter 
shall be focused on the following activities: 

‘‘(A) Basic public infrastructure in dis-
tressed counties and isolated areas of dis-
tress. 

‘‘(B) Transportation and telecommuni-
cation infrastructure for the purpose of fa-
cilitating economic development in the re-
gion. 

‘‘(C) Business development, with emphasis 
on entrepreneurship. 

‘‘(D) Job training or employment-related 
education, with emphasis on use of existing 
public educational institutions located in 
the region. 
‘‘SEC. 3825. SUPPLEMENTS TO FEDERAL GRANT 

PROGRAMS. 
‘‘(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that certain 

States and local communities of the region 
may be unable to take maximum advantage 
of Federal grant programs for which the 
States and communities are eligible be-
cause— 

‘‘(1) the States and communities lack the 
economic resources to provide the required 
matching share; or 

‘‘(2) there are insufficient funds available 
under the applicable Federal law authorizing 
the Federal grant program to meet pressing 
needs of the region. 

‘‘(b) FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAM FUNDING.— 
Notwithstanding any provision of law lim-
iting the Federal share, the areas eligible for 
assistance, or the authorizations of appro-
priations, under any Federal grant program, 
and in accordance with subsection (c), the 
Authority, with the approval of the Federal 
cochairperson and with respect to a project 
to be carried out in the region— 

‘‘(1) may increase the Federal share of the 
costs of a project under any Federal grant 
program to not more than 90 percent (except 
as provided in section 3827(b)); and 

‘‘(2) shall use amounts made available to 
carry out this chapter to pay the increased 
Federal share. 

‘‘(c) CERTIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any 

project for which all or any portion of the 
basic Federal share of the costs of the 
project is proposed to be paid under this sec-
tion, no Federal contribution shall be made 
until the Federal official administering the 
Federal law that authorizes the Federal 
grant program certifies that the project— 

‘‘(A) meets (except as provided in sub-
section (b)) the applicable requirements of 
the applicable Federal grant program; and 

‘‘(B) could be approved for Federal con-
tribution under the Federal grant program if 
funds were available under the law for the 
project. 

‘‘(2) CERTIFICATION BY AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The certifications and 

determinations required to be made by the 
Authority for approval of projects under this 
Act in accordance with section 3830 shall 
be— 
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‘‘(i) controlling; and 
‘‘(ii) accepted by the Federal agencies. 
‘‘(B) ACCEPTANCE BY FEDERAL COCHAIR-

PERSON.—In the case of any project described 
in paragraph (1), any finding, report, certifi-
cation, or documentation required to be sub-
mitted with respect to the project to the 
head of the department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the Federal Government re-
sponsible for the administration of the Fed-
eral grant program under which the project 
is carried out shall be accepted by the Fed-
eral cochairperson. 
‘‘SEC. 3826. MULTISTATE AND LOCAL DEVELOP-

MENT DISTRICTS AND ORGANIZA-
TIONS AND NORTHERN GREAT 
PLAINS INC. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF MULTISTATE AND LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT OR ORGANIZATION.— 
In this section, the term ‘multistate and 
local development district or organization’ 
means an entity— 

‘‘(1) that— 
‘‘(A) is a planning district that is recog-

nized by the Economic Development Admin-
istration of the Department of Commerce; or 

‘‘(B) is— 
‘‘(i) organized and operated in a manner 

that ensures broad-based community partici-
pation and an effective opportunity for other 
nonprofit groups to contribute to the devel-
opment and implementation of programs in 
the region; 

‘‘(ii) a nonprofit incorporated body orga-
nized or chartered under the law of the State 
in which the entity is located; 

‘‘(iii) a nonprofit agency or instrumen-
tality of a State or local government; 

‘‘(iv) a public organization established be-
fore the date of enactment of the Agriculture 
Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 under 
State law for creation of multijurisdictional, 
area-wide planning organizations; 

‘‘(v) a nonprofit agency or instrumentality 
of a State that was established for the pur-
pose of assisting with multistate coopera-
tion; or 

‘‘(vi) a nonprofit association or combina-
tion of bodies, agencies, and instrumental-
ities described in clauses (ii) through (v); and 

‘‘(2) that has not, as certified by the Au-
thority (in consultation with the Federal co-
chairperson or Secretary, as appropriate)— 

‘‘(A) inappropriately used Federal grant 
funds from any Federal source; or 

‘‘(B) appointed an officer who, during the 
period in which another entity inappropri-
ately used Federal grant funds from any Fed-
eral source, was an officer of the other enti-
ty. 

‘‘(b) GRANTS TO MULTISTATE, LOCAL, OR RE-
GIONAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS AND ORGANI-
ZATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Authority may 
make grants for administrative expenses 
under this section to multistate, local, and 
regional development districts and organiza-
tions. 

‘‘(2) CONDITIONS FOR GRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of 

any grant awarded under paragraph (1) shall 
not exceed 80 percent of the administrative 
expenses of the multistate, local, or regional 
development district or organization receiv-
ing the grant. 

‘‘(B) MAXIMUM PERIOD.—No grant described 
in paragraph (1) shall be awarded for a period 
of greater than 3 years. 

‘‘(3) LOCAL SHARE.—The contributions of a 
multistate, local, or regional development 
district or organization for administrative 
expenses may be in cash or in kind, fairly 
evaluated, including space, equipment, and 
services. 

‘‘(c) DUTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), a local development district 
shall operate as a lead organization serving 

multicounty areas in the region at the local 
level. 

‘‘(2) DESIGNATION.—The Federal cochair-
person may designate an Indian tribe or 
multijurisdictional organization to serve as 
a lead organization in such cases as the Fed-
eral cochairperson or Secretary, as appro-
priate, determines appropriate. 

‘‘(d) NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS INC.—North-
ern Great Plains Inc., a nonprofit corpora-
tion incorporated in the State of Minnesota 
to implement the recommendations of the 
Northern Great Plains Rural Development 
Commission established by the Northern 
Great Plains Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 2661 note; Public Law 103–318)— 

‘‘(1) shall serve as an independent, primary 
resource for the Authority on issues of con-
cern to the region; 

‘‘(2) shall advise the Authority on develop-
ment of international trade; 

‘‘(3) may provide research, education, 
training, and other support to the Authority; 
and 

‘‘(4) may carry out other activities on its 
own behalf or on behalf of other entities. 
‘‘SEC. 3827. DISTRESSED COUNTIES AND AREAS 

AND NONDISTRESSED COUNTIES. 
‘‘(a) DESIGNATIONS.—Each year, the Au-

thority, in accordance with such criteria as 
the Authority may establish, shall des-
ignate— 

‘‘(1) as distressed counties, counties in the 
region that are the most severely and per-
sistently distressed and underdeveloped and 
have high rates of poverty, unemployment, 
or outmigration; 

‘‘(2) as nondistressed counties, counties in 
the region that are not designated as dis-
tressed counties under paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(3) as isolated areas of distress, areas lo-
cated in nondistressed counties (as des-
ignated under paragraph (2)) that have high 
rates of poverty, unemployment, or out-
migration. 

‘‘(b) DISTRESSED COUNTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Authority shall allo-

cate at least 50 percent of the appropriations 
made available under section 3834 for pro-
grams and projects designed to serve the 
needs of distressed counties and isolated 
areas of distress in the region. 

‘‘(2) FUNDING LIMITATIONS.—The funding 
limitations under section 3825(b) shall not 
apply to a project to provide transportation 
or telecommunication or basic public serv-
ices to residents of 1 or more distressed 
counties or isolated areas of distress in the 
region. 

‘‘(c) TRANSPORTATION, TELECOMMUNICATION, 
RENEWABLE ENERGY, AND BASIC PUBLIC IN-
FRASTRUCTURE.—The Authority shall allo-
cate at least 50 percent of any funds made 
available under section 3834 for transpor-
tation, telecommunication, renewable en-
ergy, and basic public infrastructure projects 
authorized under paragraphs (1) and (3) of 
section 3824(a). 
‘‘SEC. 3828. DEVELOPMENT PLANNING PROCESS. 

‘‘(a) STATE DEVELOPMENT PLAN.—In ac-
cordance with policies established by the Au-
thority, each State member shall submit a 
development plan for the area of the region 
represented by the State member. 

‘‘(b) CONTENT OF PLAN.—A State develop-
ment plan submitted under subsection (a) 
shall reflect the goals, objectives, and prior-
ities identified in the regional development 
plan developed under section 3823(d)(2). 

‘‘(c) CONSULTATION WITH INTERESTED LOCAL 
PARTIES.—In carrying out the development 
planning process (including the selection of 
programs and projects for assistance), a 
State may— 

‘‘(1) consult with— 
‘‘(A) multistate, regional, and local devel-

opment districts and organizations; and 

‘‘(B) local units of government; and 
‘‘(2) take into consideration the goals, ob-

jectives, priorities, and recommendations of 
the entities described in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(d) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Authority and appli-

cable multistate, regional, and local develop-
ment districts and organizations shall en-
courage and assist, to the maximum extent 
practicable, public participation in the de-
velopment, revision, and implementation of 
all plans and programs under this chapter. 

‘‘(2) REGULATIONS.—The Authority shall 
develop guidelines for providing public par-
ticipation described in paragraph (1), includ-
ing public hearings. 
‘‘SEC. 3829. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In considering programs 
and projects to be provided assistance under 
this chapter, and in establishing a priority 
ranking of the requests for assistance pro-
vided to the Authority, the Authority shall 
follow procedures that ensure, to the max-
imum extent practicable, consideration of— 

‘‘(1) the relationship of the project or class 
of projects to overall multistate or regional 
development; 

‘‘(2) the per capita income and poverty and 
unemployment and outmigration rates in an 
area; 

‘‘(3) the financial resources available to 
the applicants for assistance seeking to 
carry out the project, with emphasis on en-
suring that projects are adequately financed 
to maximize the probability of successful 
economic development; 

‘‘(4) the importance of the project or class 
of projects in relation to other projects or 
classes of projects that may be in competi-
tion for the same funds; 

‘‘(5) the prospects that the project for 
which assistance is sought will improve, on a 
continuing rather than a temporary basis, 
the opportunities for employment, the aver-
age level of income, or the economic develop-
ment of the area to be served by the project; 
and 

‘‘(6) the extent to which the project design 
provides for detailed outcome measurements 
by which grant expenditures and the results 
of the expenditures may be evaluated. 

‘‘(b) NO RELOCATION ASSISTANCE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), no financial assistance author-
ized by this chapter shall be used to assist a 
person or entity in relocating from 1 area to 
another. 

‘‘(2) OUTSIDE BUSINESSES.—Financial assist-
ance under this chapter may be used as oth-
erwise authorized by this title to attract 
businesses from outside the region to the re-
gion. 

‘‘(c) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—Funds may 
be provided for a program or project in a 
State under this chapter only if the Author-
ity determines that the level of Federal or 
State financial assistance provided under a 
law other than this chapter, for the same 
type of program or project in the same area 
of the State within the region, will not be re-
duced as a result of funds made available by 
this chapter. 
‘‘SEC. 3830. APPROVAL OF DEVELOPMENT PLANS 

AND PROJECTS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A State or regional de-

velopment plan or any multistate sub-
regional plan that is proposed for develop-
ment under this chapter shall be reviewed by 
the Authority. 

‘‘(b) EVALUATION BY STATE MEMBER.—An 
application for a grant or any other assist-
ance for a project under this chapter shall be 
made through and evaluated for approval by 
the State member of the Authority rep-
resenting the applicant. 

‘‘(c) CERTIFICATION.—An application for a 
grant or other assistance for a project shall 
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be approved only on certification by the 
State member that the application for the 
project— 

‘‘(1) describes ways in which the project 
complies with any applicable State develop-
ment plan; 

‘‘(2) meets applicable criteria under section 
3829; 

‘‘(3) provides adequate assurance that the 
proposed project will be properly adminis-
tered, operated, and maintained; and 

‘‘(4) otherwise meets the requirements of 
this chapter. 

‘‘(d) VOTES FOR DECISIONS.—On certifi-
cation by a State member of the Authority 
of an application for a grant or other assist-
ance for a specific project under this section, 
an affirmative vote of the Authority under 
section 3822(c) shall be required for approval 
of the application. 
‘‘SEC. 3831. CONSENT OF STATES. 

‘‘Nothing in this chapter requires any 
State to engage in or accept any program 
under this chapter without the consent of 
the State. 
‘‘SEC. 3832. RECORDS. 

‘‘(a) RECORDS OF THE AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Authority shall 

maintain accurate and complete records of 
all transactions and activities of the Author-
ity. 

‘‘(2) AVAILABILITY.—All records of the Au-
thority shall be available for audit and ex-
amination by the Comptroller General of the 
United States and the Inspector General of 
the Department of Agriculture (including au-
thorized representatives of the Comptroller 
General and the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Agriculture). 

‘‘(b) RECORDS OF RECIPIENTS OF FEDERAL 
ASSISTANCE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A recipient of Federal 
funds under this chapter shall, as required by 
the Authority, maintain accurate and com-
plete records of transactions and activities 
financed with Federal funds and report to 
the Authority on the transactions and ac-
tivities to the Authority. 

‘‘(2) AVAILABILITY.—All records required 
under paragraph (1) shall be available for 
audit by the Comptroller General of the 
United States, the Inspector General of the 
Department of Agriculture, and the Author-
ity (including authorized representatives of 
the Comptroller General, the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Agriculture, and 
the Authority). 

‘‘(c) ANNUAL AUDIT.—The Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Agriculture shall 
audit the activities, transactions, and 
records of the Authority on an annual basis 
for any fiscal year for which funds are appro-
priated. 
‘‘SEC. 3833. ANNUAL REPORT. 

‘‘Not later than 180 days after the end of 
each fiscal year, the Authority shall submit 
to the President and to Congress a report de-
scribing the activities carried out under this 
chapter. 
‘‘SEC. 3834. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to 

be appropriated to the Authority to carry 
out this chapter $30,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018, to remain available 
until expended. 

‘‘(b) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Not more 
than 5 percent of the amount appropriated 
under subsection (a) for a fiscal year shall be 
used for administrative expenses of the Au-
thority. 

‘‘(c) MINIMUM STATE SHARE OF GRANTS.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
chapter, for any fiscal year, the aggregate 
amount of grants received by a State and all 
persons or entities in the State under this 
chapter shall be not less than 1⁄3 of the prod-
uct obtained by multiplying— 

‘‘(1) the aggregate amount of grants under 
this chapter for the fiscal year; and 

‘‘(2) the ratio that— 
‘‘(A) the population of the State (as deter-

mined by the Secretary of Commerce based 
on the most recent decennial census for 
which data are available); bears to 

‘‘(B) the population of the region (as so de-
termined). 
‘‘SEC. 3835. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY. 

‘‘The authority provided by this chapter 
terminates effective October 1, 2018. 

‘‘Subtitle C—General Provisions 
‘‘SEC. 3901. FULL FAITH AND CREDIT. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A guarantee executed by 
the Secretary under this title shall be an ob-
ligation supported by the full faith and cred-
it of the United States. 

‘‘(b) CONTESTABILITY.—A guarantee exe-
cuted by the Secretary under this title shall 
be incontestable except for fraud or mis-
representation that the lender or any hold-
er— 

‘‘(1) has actual knowledge of at the time 
the guarantee is executed; or 

‘‘(2) participates in or condones. 
‘‘SEC. 3902. PURCHASE AND SALE OF GUARAN-

TEED PORTIONS OF LOANS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections 

(b) and (c), the Secretary may purchase, on 
such terms and conditions as the Secretary 
considers appropriate, the guaranteed por-
tion of a loan guaranteed under this title, if 
the Secretary determines that an adequate 
secondary market is not available in the pri-
vate sector. 

‘‘(b) MAXIMUM PAYMENT.—The Secretary 
may not pay for any guaranteed portion of a 
loan under subsection (a) in excess of an 
amount equal to the unpaid principal bal-
ance and accrued interest on the guaranteed 
portion of the loan. 

‘‘(c) SOURCES OF FUNDING.—The Secretary 
may use for the purchases— 

‘‘(1) funds from the Rural Development In-
surance Fund with respect to rural develop-
ment loans (as defined in section 3704(a)); 
and 

‘‘(2) funds from the Agricultural Credit In-
surance Fund with respect to all other loans 
under this title. 

‘‘(d) SALE OF GUARANTEED LOANS.— 
‘‘(1) SALES.— 
‘‘(A) REGULATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The guaranteed portion 

of any loan made under this title may be 
sold by the lender, and by any subsequent 
holder, in accordance with such regulations 
governing the sales as the Secretary shall es-
tablish, subject to clauses (ii) and (iii). 

‘‘(ii) FEES TO BE PAID IN FULL.—All fees due 
the Secretary with respect to a guaranteed 
loan shall be paid in full before any sale. 

‘‘(iii) LOAN TO BE FULLY DISBURSED.—The 
loan shall be fully disbursed to the borrower 
before the sale. 

‘‘(B) POST-SALE.—After a loan is sold in the 
secondary market, the lender shall— 

‘‘(i) remain obligated under the guarantee 
agreement of the lender with the Secretary; 
and 

‘‘(ii) continue to service the loan in accord-
ance with the terms and conditions of that 
agreement. 

‘‘(C) PROCEDURES.—The Secretary shall de-
velop such procedures as are necessary for— 

‘‘(i) the facilitation, administration, and 
promotion of secondary market operations; 
and 

‘‘(ii) determining the increase of access of 
farmers to capital at reasonable rates and 
terms as a result of secondary market oper-
ations. 

‘‘(D) RIGHTS TO PREPAY.—This subsection 
does not impede or extinguish— 

‘‘(i) the right of the borrower or the suc-
cessor in interest to the borrower to prepay 

(in whole or in part) any loan made under 
this title; or 

‘‘(ii) the rights of any party under any pro-
vision of this title. 

‘‘(2) ISSUE POOL CERTIFICATES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may, di-

rectly or through a market maker approved 
by the Secretary, issue pool certificates rep-
resenting ownership of part or all of the 
guaranteed portion of any loan guaranteed 
by the Secretary under this title. 

‘‘(B) APPROVAL.—Certificates under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be based on and backed 
by a pool established or approved by the Sec-
retary and composed solely of the entire 
guaranteed portion of the loans. 

‘‘(C) GUARANTEE OF POOL.—On such terms 
and conditions as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate, the Secretary may guarantee the 
timely payment of the principal and interest 
on pool certificates issued on behalf of the 
Secretary by approved market makers for 
purposes of this subsection. 

‘‘(D) LIMITATIONS.—A guarantee under sub-
paragraph (C) shall be limited to the extent 
of principal and interest on the guaranteed 
portions of loans that compose the pool. 

‘‘(E) PREPAYMENT.—If a loan in a pool is 
prepaid, either voluntarily or by reason of 
default, the guarantee of timely payment of 
principal and interest on the pool certifi-
cates shall be reduced in proportion to the 
amount of principal and interest that the 
prepaid loan represents in the pool. 

‘‘(F) INTEREST ACCRUAL.—Interest on pre-
paid or defaulted loans shall accrue and be 
guaranteed by the Secretary only through 
the date of payment on the guarantee. 

‘‘(G) REDEMPTION.—During the term of the 
pool certificate, the certificate may be called 
for redemption due to prepayment or default 
of all loans constituting the pool. 

‘‘(H) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.—The full 
faith and credit of the United States is 
pledged to the payment of all amounts that 
may be required to be paid under any guar-
antee of the pool certificates issued by ap-
proved market makers under this subsection. 

‘‘(I) FEES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall not 

collect any fee for any guarantee under this 
subsection. 

‘‘(ii) SECRETARIAL FUNCTIONS.—Clause (i) 
does not preclude the Secretary from col-
lecting a fee for the functions described in 
paragraph (3). 

‘‘(J) DEFAULT.—Not later than 30 days 
after a borrower of a guaranteed loan is in 
default of any principal or interest payment 
due for 60 days or more, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(i) purchase the pool certificates rep-
resenting ownership of the guaranteed por-
tion of the loan; and 

‘‘(ii) pay the registered holder of the cer-
tificates an amount equal to the guaranteed 
portion of the loan represented by the cer-
tificate. 

‘‘(K) PAYMENT OF CLAIMS.—If the Secretary 
pays a claim under a guarantee issued under 
this subsection, the claim shall be sub-
rogated fully to the rights satisfied by the 
payment, as may be provided by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(L) APPLICATION OF LAWS.—No State or 
local law, and no Federal law, shall preclude 
or limit the exercise by the Secretary of the 
ownership rights of the Secretary in the por-
tions of loans constituting the pool against 
which the certificates are issued. 

‘‘(3) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—On the adoption of final 

rules and regulations, the Secretary shall— 
‘‘(i) provide for the central collection of 

registration information from all partici-
pating market makers for all loans and pool 
certificates sold under paragraphs (1) and (2), 
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including, with respect to each original sale 
and any subsequent sale— 

‘‘(I) identification of the interest rate paid 
by the borrower to the lender; 

‘‘(II) the servicing fee of the lender; 
‘‘(III) disclosure of whether interest on the 

loan is at a fixed or variable rate; 
‘‘(IV) identification of each purchaser of a 

pool certificate; 
‘‘(V) the interest rate paid on the certifi-

cate; and 
‘‘(VI) such other information as the Sec-

retary considers appropriate. 
‘‘(ii) before any sale, require the seller (as 

defined in subparagraph (B)) to disclose to 
each prospective purchaser of the portion of 
a loan guaranteed under this title and to 
each prospective purchaser of a pool certifi-
cate issued under paragraph (2) information 
on the terms, conditions, and yield of such 
instrument; 

‘‘(iii) provide for adequate custody of any 
pooled guaranteed loans; 

‘‘(iv) take such actions as are necessary, in 
restructuring pools of the guaranteed por-
tion of loans, to minimize the estimated 
costs of paying claims under guarantees 
issued under this subsection; 

‘‘(v) require each market maker— 
‘‘(I) to service all pools formed, and par-

ticipations sold, by the market maker; and 
‘‘(II) to provide the Secretary with infor-

mation relating to the collection and dis-
bursement of all periodic payments, prepay-
ments, and default funds from lenders, to or 
from the reserve fund that the Secretary 
shall establish to enable the timely payment 
guarantee to be self-funding, and from all 
beneficial holders; and 

‘‘(vi) regulate market makers in pool cer-
tificates sold under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) DEFINITION OF SELLER.—For purposes 
of subparagraph (A)(ii), if the instrument 
being sold is a loan, the term ‘seller’ does 
not include— 

‘‘(i) the person who made the loan; or 
‘‘(ii) any person who sells 3 or fewer guar-

anteed loans per year. 
‘‘(4) CONTRACT FOR SERVICES.—The Sec-

retary may contract for goods and services 
to be used for the purposes of this subsection 
without regard to titles 5, 40, and 41, United 
States Code (including any regulations 
issued under those titles). 
‘‘SEC. 3903. ADMINISTRATION. 

‘‘(a) POWERS OF SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary may— 

‘‘(1)(A) administer the powers and duties of 
the Secretary through such national, area, 
State, or local offices and employees in the 
United States as the Secretary determines to 
be necessary; and 

‘‘(B) authorize an office to serve an area 
composed of 2 or more States if the Sec-
retary determines that the volume of busi-
ness in the area is not sufficient to justify 
separate State offices; 

‘‘(2)(A) accept and use voluntary and un-
compensated services; and 

‘‘(B) with the consent of the agency con-
cerned, use the officers, employees, equip-
ment, and information of any agency of the 
Federal Government, or of any State, terri-
tory, or political subdivision; 

‘‘(3) subject to appropriations, make nec-
essary expenditures for the purchase or hire 
of passenger vehicles, and such other facili-
ties and services as the Secretary may from 
time to time find necessary for the proper 
administration of this title; 

‘‘(4) subject to subsection (b), compromise, 
adjust, reduce, or charge-off debts or claims 
(including debts and claims arising from 
loan guarantees), and adjust, modify, subor-
dinate, or release the terms of security in-
struments, leases, contracts, and agreements 
entered into or administered by the Farm 

Service Agency, the Rural Utilities Service, 
the Rural Housing Service, the Rural Busi-
ness-Cooperative Service, or successor agen-
cies under this title, except for activities 
conducted under the Housing Act of 1949 (42 
U.S.C. 1441 et seq.); 

‘‘(5)(A) except for activities conducted 
under the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1441 
et seq.), collect all claims and obligations 
administered by the Farm Service Agency, 
the Rural Utilities Service, the Rural Hous-
ing Service, or the Rural Business-Coopera-
tive Service, or under any mortgage, lease, 
contract, or agreement entered into or ad-
ministered by the Agency or Service; and 

‘‘(B) if the Secretary determines the action 
is necessary and advisable, pursue the collec-
tion to final collection in any court having 
jurisdiction; 

‘‘(6) release mortgage and other contract 
liens if it appears that the mortgage and 
liens have no present or prospective value or 
that the enforcement of the mortgage and 
liens likely would be ineffectual or uneco-
nomical; 

‘‘(7) obtain fidelity bonds protecting the 
Federal Government against fraud and dis-
honesty of officers and employees of the 
Farm Service Agency, the Rural Utilities 
Service, the Rural Housing Service, or the 
Rural Business-Cooperative Service in lieu of 
faithful performance of duties bonds under 
section 14 of title 6, United States Code, but 
otherwise in accordance with the section; 

‘‘(8) consent to— 
‘‘(A) long-term leases of facilities financed 

under this title notwithstanding the failure 
of the lessee to meet any of the requirements 
of this title if the long-term leases are nec-
essary to ensure the continuation of services 
for which financing was extended to the les-
sor; and 

‘‘(B) the transfer of property securing any 
loan or financed by any loan or grant made 
or guaranteed by the Farm Service Agency, 
the Rural Utilities Service, the Rural Hous-
ing Service, or the Rural Business-Coopera-
tive Service under this title, or any other 
law administered by the Secretary, on such 
terms as the Secretary considers necessary 
to carry out the purpose of the loan or grant 
or to protect the financial interest of the 
Federal Government, provided that the Sec-
retary shall document the consent of the 
Secretary for the transfer of the property of 
a borrower in the file of the borrower; and 

‘‘(9) notwithstanding that an area ceases, 
or has ceased, to be rural, in a rural area, or 
an eligible area, make loans and grants, and 
approve transfers and assumptions, under 
this title on the same basis as though the 
area still was rural in connection with prop-
erty securing any loan made or guaranteed 
by the Secretary under this title or in con-
nection with any property held by the Sec-
retary under this title. 

‘‘(b) LOAN ADJUSTMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) NO LIQUIDATION OF PROPERTY.—The 

Secretary may not require liquidation of 
property securing any farmer program loan 
or acceleration of any payment required 
under any farmer program loan as a pre-
requisite to initiating an action authorized 
under subsection (a). 

‘‘(2) RELEASE OF PERSONAL LIABILITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Secretary may release 
a borrower or other person obligated on a 
debt (other than debt incurred under the 
Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1441 et seq.)) 
from personal liability with or without pay-
ment of any consideration at the time of the 
compromise, adjustment, reduction, or 
charge-off of any claim. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—No compromise, adjust-
ment, reduction, or charge-off of any claim 
may be made or carried out after the claim 

has been referred to the Attorney General, 
unless the Attorney General approves. 

‘‘(3) RURAL ELECTRIFICATION SECURITY IN-
STRUMENTS.—In the case of a security instru-
ment entered into under the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), 
the Secretary shall notify the Attorney Gen-
eral of the intent of the Secretary to exer-
cise the authority of the Secretary under 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(c) SIMPLIFIED APPLICATION FORMS FOR 
LOAN GUARANTEES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide to lenders a short, simplified applica-
tion form for guarantees under this title of— 

‘‘(A) farmer program loans the principal 
amount of which is $125,000 or less; and 

‘‘(B) business and industry guaranteed 
loans under section 3601(a)(2)(A) the prin-
cipal amount of which is— 

‘‘(i) $400,000 or less; or 
‘‘(ii) if the Secretary determines that there 

is not a significant increased risk of a de-
fault on the loan, $600,000 or less. 

‘‘(2) WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL GRANTS 
AND LOANS.—The Secretary shall develop an 
application process that accelerates, to the 
maximum extent practicable, the processing 
of applications for water and waste disposal 
grants or direct or guaranteed loans under 
section 3501(a)(1) the grant award amount or 
principal loan amount, respectively, of 
which is $300,000 or less. 

‘‘(3) ADMINISTRATION.—In developing an ap-
plication under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall— 

‘‘(A) consult with commercial and coopera-
tive lenders; and 

‘‘(B) ensure that— 
‘‘(i) the form can be completed manually 

or electronically, at the option of the lender; 
‘‘(ii) the form minimizes the documenta-

tion required to accompany the form; 
‘‘(iii) the cost of completing and processing 

the form is minimal; and 
‘‘(iv) the form can be completed and proc-

essed in an expeditious manner. 
‘‘(d) USE OF ATTORNEYS FOR PROSECUTION 

OR DEFENSE OF CLAIMS.—The Secretary may 
use for the prosecution or defense of any 
claim or obligation described in subsection 
(a)(5) the Attorney General, the General 
Counsel of the Department, or a private at-
torney who has entered into a contract with 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(e) PRIVATE COLLECTION AGENCY.—The 
Secretary may use a private collection agen-
cy to collect a claim or obligation described 
in subsection (a)(5). 

‘‘(f) SECURITY SERVICING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may— 
‘‘(A) make advances, without regard to any 

loan or total indebtedness limitation, to pre-
serve and protect the security for, or the lien 
or priority of the lien securing any loan or 
other indebtedness owing to or acquired by 
the Secretary under this title or under any 
other program administered by the Farm 
Service Agency, the Rural Utilities Service, 
the Rural Housing Service, or the Rural 
Business-Cooperative Service applicable pro-
gram, as determined by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(B)(i) bid for and purchase at any execu-
tion, foreclosure, or other sale or otherwise 
acquire property on which the United States 
has a lien by reason of a judgment or execu-
tion arising from, or that is pledged, mort-
gaged, conveyed, attached, or levied on to se-
cure the payment of, the indebtedness re-
gardless of whether the property is subject 
to other liens; 

‘‘(ii) accept title to any property so pur-
chased or acquired; and 

‘‘(iii) sell, manage, or otherwise dispose of 
the property in accordance with this sub-
section. 

‘‘(2) OPERATION OR LEASE OF REALTY.—Ex-
cept as provided in subsections (c) and (e), 
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real property administered under this title 
may be operated or leased by the Secretary 
for such period as the Secretary may con-
sider necessary to protect the investment of 
the Federal Government in the property. 

‘‘(g) PAYMENTS TO LENDERS.— 
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days 

after a court of competent jurisdiction con-
firms a plan of reorganization under chapter 
12 of title 11, United States Code, for any 
borrower to whom a lender has made a loan 
guaranteed under this title, the Secretary 
shall pay the lender an amount estimated by 
the Secretary to be equal to the loss in-
curred by the lender for purposes of the guar-
antee. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENT TOWARD LOAN GUARANTEE.— 
Any amount paid to a lender under this sub-
section with respect to a loan guaranteed 
under this title shall be treated as payment 
towards satisfaction of the loan guarantee. 
‘‘SEC. 3904. LOAN MORATORIUM AND POLICY ON 

FORECLOSURES. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any other 

authority that the Secretary may have to 
defer principal and interest and forgo fore-
closure, the Secretary may permit, at the re-
quest of the borrower, the deferral of prin-
cipal and interest on any outstanding loan 
made or guaranteed by the Secretary under 
this title, or under any other law adminis-
tered by the Farm Service Agency, the Rural 
Utilities Service, the Rural Housing Service, 
or the Rural Business-Cooperative Service, 
and may forgo foreclosure of the loan, for 
such period as the Secretary considers nec-
essary on a showing by the borrower that, 
due to circumstances beyond the control of 
the borrower, the borrower is temporarily 
unable to continue making payments of the 
principal and interest when due without un-
duly impairing the standard of living of the 
borrower. 

‘‘(b) INTEREST.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Secretary may permit any 
loan deferred under this section to bear no 
interest during or after the deferral period. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—If the security instru-
ment securing the loan is foreclosed, such in-
terest as is included in the purchase price at 
the foreclosure shall become part of the prin-
cipal and draw interest from the date of fore-
closure at the rate prescribed by law. 

‘‘(c) MORATORIUM REGARDING CIVIL RIGHTS 
CLAIMS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this subsection, effective beginning 
on May 22, 2008, there shall be in effect a 
moratorium, with respect to farmer program 
loans made under subtitle A, on all accelera-
tion and foreclosure proceedings instituted 
by the Department against any farmer who— 

‘‘(A) has pending against the Department a 
claim of program discrimination that is ac-
cepted by the Department as valid; or 

‘‘(B) files a claim of program discrimina-
tion that is accepted by the Department as 
valid. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER OF INTEREST AND OFFSETS.— 
During the period of the moratorium, the 
Secretary shall waive the accrual of interest 
and offsets on all farmer program loans made 
under subtitle A for which loan acceleration 
or foreclosure proceedings have been sus-
pended under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) TERMINATION OF MORATORIUM.—The 
moratorium shall terminate with respect to 
a claim of discrimination by a farmer on the 
earlier of— 

‘‘(A) the date the Secretary resolves the 
claim; or 

‘‘(B) if the farmer appeals the decision of 
the Secretary on the claim to a court of 
competent jurisdiction, the date that the 
court renders a final decision on the claim. 

‘‘(4) FAILURE TO PREVAIL.—If a farmer does 
not prevail on a claim of discrimination de-

scribed in paragraph (1), the farmer shall be 
liable for any interest and offsets that ac-
crued during the period that loan accelera-
tion or foreclosure proceedings have been 
suspended under paragraph (1). 
‘‘SEC. 3905. OIL AND GAS ROYALTY PAYMENTS ON 

LOANS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall per-

mit a borrower of a loan made or guaranteed 
under this title to make a prospective pay-
ment on the loan with proceeds from— 

‘‘(1) the leasing of oil, gas, or other mineral 
rights to real property used to secure the 
loan; or 

‘‘(2) the sale of oil, gas, or other minerals 
removed from real property used to secure 
the loan, if the value of the rights to the oil, 
gas, or other minerals has not been used to 
secure the loan. 

‘‘(b) APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (a) shall 
not apply to a borrower of a loan made or 
guaranteed under this title with respect to 
which a liquidation or foreclosure proceeding 
was pending on December 23, 1985. 
‘‘SEC. 3906. TAXATION. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), all property subject to a lien 
held by the United States or the title to 
which is acquired or held by the Secretary 
under this title (other than property used for 
administrative purposes) shall be subject to 
taxation by State, territory, district, and 
local political subdivisions in the same man-
ner and to the same extent as other property 
is taxed. 

‘‘(b) EXCEPTIONS.—No tax shall be imposed 
or collected as described in subsection (a) if 
the tax (whether as a tax on the instrument 
or in connection with conveying, transfer-
ring, or recording the instrument) is based 
on— 

‘‘(1) the value of any notes or mortgages or 
other lien instruments held by or transferred 
to the Secretary; 

‘‘(2) any notes or lien instruments adminis-
tered under this title that are made, as-
signed, or held by a person otherwise liable 
for the tax; or 

‘‘(3) the value of any property conveyed or 
transferred to the Secretary. 

‘‘(c) FAILURE TO PAY OR COLLECT TAX.— 
The failure to pay or collect a tax under sub-
section (a) shall not— 

‘‘(1) be a ground for— 
‘‘(A) refusal to record or file an instru-

ment; or 
‘‘(B) failure to provide notice; or 
‘‘(2) prevent the enforcement of the instru-

ment in any Federal or State court. 
‘‘SEC. 3907. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST. 

‘‘(a) ACCEPTANCE OF CONSIDERATION PRO-
HIBITED.—No officer, attorney, or other em-
ployee of the Department shall, directly or 
indirectly, be the beneficiary of or receive 
any fee, commission, gift, or other consider-
ation for or in connection with any trans-
action or business under this title other than 
such salary, fee, or other compensation as 
the officer, attorney, or employee may re-
ceive as the officer, attorney, or employee. 

‘‘(b) ACQUISITION OF INTEREST IN LAND PRO-
HIBITED.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), no officer or employee of the 
Department who acts on or reviews an appli-
cation made by any person under this title 
for a loan to purchase land may acquire, di-
rectly or indirectly, any interest in the land 
for a period of 3 years after the date on 
which the action is taken or the review is 
made. 

‘‘(2) FORMER COUNTY COMMITTEE MEM-
BERS.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a 
former member of a county committee on a 
determination by the Secretary, prior to the 
acquisition of the interest, that the former 
member acted in good faith when acting on 
or reviewing the application. 

‘‘(c) PENALTIES.—Any person violating this 
section shall, on conviction of the violation, 
be punished by a fine of not more than $2,000 
or imprisonment for not more than 2 years, 
or both. 
‘‘SEC. 3908. LOAN SUMMARY STATEMENTS. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF SUMMARY PERIOD.—In 
this section, the term ‘summary period’ 
means the period beginning on the date of 
issuance of the preceding loan summary 
statement and ending on the date of issuance 
of the current loan summary statement. 

‘‘(b) ISSUANCE OF STATEMENTS.—On the re-
quest of a borrower of a loan made (but not 
guaranteed) under this title, the Secretary 
shall issue to the borrower a loan summary 
statement that reflects the account activity 
during the summary period for each loan 
made under this title to the borrower, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(1) the outstanding amount of principal 
due on each loan at the beginning of the 
summary period; 

‘‘(2) the interest rate charged on each loan; 
‘‘(3) the amount of payments made on, and 

the application of the payments to, each 
loan during the summary period and an ex-
planation of the basis for the application of 
the payments; 

‘‘(4) the amount of principal and interest 
due on each loan at the end of the summary 
period; 

‘‘(5) the total amount of unpaid principal 
and interest on all loans at the end of the 
summary period; 

‘‘(6) any delinquency in the repayment of 
any loan; 

‘‘(7) a schedule of the amount and date of 
payments due on each loan; and 

‘‘(8) the procedure the borrower may use to 
obtain more information concerning the sta-
tus of the loans. 
‘‘SEC. 3909. CERTIFIED LENDERS PROGRAM. 

‘‘(a) CERTIFIED LENDERS PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish a program under which the Secretary 
shall guarantee loans under this title that 
are made by lending institutions certified by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—The 
Secretary shall certify a lending institution 
that meets such criteria as the Secretary 
may prescribe in regulations, including the 
ability of the institution to properly make, 
service, and liquidate the loans of the insti-
tution. 

‘‘(3) CONDITION OF CERTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of the 

certification, the Secretary shall require the 
institution to undertake to service the loans 
guaranteed by the Secretary under this sec-
tion, using standards that are not less strin-
gent than generally accepted banking stand-
ards concerning loan servicing employed by 
prudent commercial or cooperative lenders. 

‘‘(B) MONITORING.—The Secretary shall, at 
least annually, monitor the performance of 
each certified lender to ensure that the con-
ditions of the certification are being met. 

‘‘(4) EFFECT OF CERTIFICATION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law: 

‘‘(A) AMOUNT OF LOAN GUARANTEE.—In the 
case of a loan made or guaranteed under sub-
title A, the Secretary shall guarantee not 
more than 80 percent of a loan made under 
this section by a certified lending institution 
as described in paragraph (1), subject to a de-
termination that the borrower of the loan 
meets the eligibility requirements and such 
other criteria as may be applicable to loans 
guaranteed by the Secretary under other 
provisions of this title. 

‘‘(B) CERTIFICATIONS BY LENDING INSTITU-
TIONS.—In the case of loans to be guaranteed 
by the Secretary under this section, the Sec-
retary shall permit certified lending institu-
tions to make appropriate certifications (as 
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provided by regulations issued by the Sec-
retary)— 

‘‘(i) relating to issues such as creditworthi-
ness, repayment ability, adequacy of collat-
eral, and feasibility of farm operation; and 

‘‘(ii) that the borrower is in compliance 
with all requirements of law, including regu-
lations issued by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) APPROVAL PROCESS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ap-

prove or disapprove a guarantee not later 
than 14 days after the date that the lending 
institution applies to the Secretary for the 
guarantee. 

‘‘(ii) DISAPPROVAL.—If the Secretary dis-
approves the loan application during the 14- 
day period, the Secretary shall state, in 
writing, all of the reasons the application 
was disapproved. 

‘‘(5) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Nothing in this section affects the 
responsibility of the Secretary to certify eli-
gibility, review financial information, and 
otherwise assess an application. 

‘‘(b) PREFERRED CERTIFIED LENDERS PRO-
GRAM.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a Preferred Certified Lenders Pro-
gram for lenders under this title who estab-
lish— 

‘‘(A) knowledge of, and experience under, 
the program established under subsection 
(a); 

‘‘(B) knowledge of the regulations con-
cerning the guaranteed loan program; and 

‘‘(C) proficiency related to the certified 
lender program requirements. 

‘‘(2) REVOCATION OF DESIGNATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the designation of a lender as a Pre-
ferred Certified Lender shall be revoked at 
any time— 

‘‘(i) that the Secretary determines that the 
lender is not adhering to the rules and regu-
lations applicable to the program; or 

‘‘(ii) if the loss experiences of a Preferred 
Certified Lender are excessive as compared 
to other Preferred Certified Lenders. 

‘‘(B) EFFECT.—A suspension or revocation 
under subparagraph (A) shall not affect any 
outstanding guarantee. 

‘‘(3) CONDITION OF CERTIFICATION.—As a 
condition of preferred certification, the Sec-
retary shall require the institution to under-
take to service the loans guaranteed by the 
Secretary under this subsection using gen-
erally accepted banking standards con-
cerning loan servicing employed by prudent 
commercial or cooperative lenders. 

‘‘(4) MONITORING.—The Secretary shall, at 
least annually, monitor the performance of 
each Preferred Certified Lender to ensure 
that the conditions of certification are being 
met. 

‘‘(5) EFFECT OF PREFERRED LENDER CERTIFI-
CATION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) guarantee not more than 80 percent of 
an approved loan made by a certified lending 
institution as described in this subsection, 
subject to a determination that the borrower 
meets the eligibility requirements or such 
other criteria as may be applicable to loans 
guaranteed by the Secretary under other 
provisions of this title; 

‘‘(ii) permit certified lending institutions— 
‘‘(I) to make all decisions, with respect to 

loans to be guaranteed by the Secretary 
under this subsection relating to credit wor-
thiness, the closing, monitoring, collection 
and liquidation of loans; and 

‘‘(II) to accept appropriate certifications, 
as provided by regulations issued by the Sec-
retary, that the borrower is in compliance 
with all requirements of law or regulations 
promulgated by the Secretary; and 

‘‘(iii) be considered to have guaranteed 80 
percent of a loan made by a preferred cer-
tified lending institution as described in 
paragraph (1), if the Secretary fails to ap-
prove or reject the application of such insti-
tution within 14 calendar days after the date 
that the lending institution presented the 
application to the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENT.—If the Secretary re-
jects an application under subparagraph 
(A)(iii) during the 14-day period, the Sec-
retary shall state, in writing, the reasons the 
application was rejected. 

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION OF CERTIFIED LENDERS 
AND PREFERRED CERTIFIED LENDERS PRO-
GRAMS.—The Secretary may administer the 
loan guarantee programs under subsections 
(a) and (b) through central offices estab-
lished in States or in multi-State areas. 
‘‘SEC. 3910. LOANS TO RESIDENT ALIENS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the 
provisions of this title limiting the making 
of a loan to a citizen of the United States, 
the Secretary may make a loan under this 
title to an alien lawfully admitted to the 
United States for permanent residence under 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

‘‘(b) REGULATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—No loan may be made 

under this title to an alien referred to in sub-
section (a) until the Secretary issues regula-
tions establishing the terms and conditions 
under which the alien may receive the loan. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall 
submit the regulations to the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate at least 30 
days prior to the date on which the regula-
tions are published in the Federal Register. 
‘‘SEC. 3911. EXPEDITED CLEARING OF TITLE TO 

INVENTORY PROPERTY. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may em-

ploy local attorneys, on a case-by-case basis, 
to process all legal procedures necessary to 
clear the title to foreclosed properties in the 
inventory of the Department. 

‘‘(b) COMPENSATION.—Attorneys shall be 
compensated at not more than the usual and 
customary charges of the attorneys for the 
work. 
‘‘SEC. 3912. TRANSFER OF LAND TO SECRETARY. 

‘‘The President may at any time, in the 
discretion of the President, transfer to the 
Secretary any right, interest, or title held by 
the United States in any land acquired in the 
program of national defense and no longer 
needed for that purpose that the President 
finds suitable for the purposes of this title, 
and the Secretary shall dispose of the trans-
ferred land in the manner and subject to the 
terms and conditions of this title. 
‘‘SEC. 3913. COMPETITIVE SOURCING LIMITA-

TIONS. 
‘‘The Secretary may not complete a study 

of, or enter into a contract with a private 
party to carry out, without specific author-
ization in a subsequent Act of Congress, a 
competitive sourcing activity of the Sec-
retary, including support personnel of the 
Department, relating to rural development 
or farmer program loans. 
‘‘SEC. 3914. REGULATIONS. 

‘‘The Secretary may issue such regula-
tions, prescribe such terms and conditions 
for making or guaranteeing loans, security 
instruments, and agreements, except as oth-
erwise specified in this title, and make such 
delegations of authority as the Secretary 
considers necessary to carry out this title.’’. 
SEC. 6002. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS. 

(a) Section 17(c) of the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 917(c)) is amended 
by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(1) Subtitle B of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act.’’. 

(b) Section 305(c)(2)(B)(i)(I) of the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 
935(c)(2)(B)(i)(I)) is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 307(a)(3)(A) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
1927(a)(3)(A))’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
3701(b)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act’’. 

(c) Section 306F(a)(1) of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 936f(a)(1)) is 
amended by striking subparagraph (B) and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(B) chapter 1 of subtitle B of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act.’’. 

(d) Section 2333(d) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
(7 U.S.C. 950aaa–2(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (11), by adding ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) by striking paragraph (12); and 
(3) by redesignating paragraph (13) as para-

graph (12). 
(e) Section 601(b) of the Rural Electrifica-

tion Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 950bb(b)) is amended 
by striking paragraph (3). 

(f) Section 602(5) of the Emergency Live-
stock Feed Assistance Act of 1988 (7 U.S.C. 
1471(5)) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
355(e)(1)(D)(ii) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
1985(e)(1)(D)(ii))’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
3409(c)(1)(A) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act)’’. 

(g) Section 508 of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(7)(A), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 371 of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 2008f)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 3424 of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act’’; and 

(2) in subsection (n)(2), by striking ‘‘sub-
title C of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1961 et seq.)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘chapter 3 of subtitle A of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act’’. 

(h) Section 231(a) of the Agricultural Risk 
Protection Act of 2000 (7 U.S.C. 1632a(a)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘section 
343(a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1991(a))’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 3002 of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘section 
355(e) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 2003(e))’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 3002 of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act’’. 

(i) Section 14204(a) of the Food, Conserva-
tion, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2008q– 
1(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘an entity de-
scribed in section 379C(a) of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
2008q(a))’’ and inserting ‘‘an entity deter-
mined by the Secretary’’. 

(j) Section 607(c)(6) of the Rural Develop-
ment Policy Act of 1972 (7 U.S.C. 2204b(c)(6)) 
is amended in the last sentence— 

(1) by striking ‘‘, and’’ and inserting ‘‘and 
any’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘required under section 
306(a)(12) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act’’. 

(k) Section 901(b) of the Agricultural Act 
of 1970 (7 U.S.C. 2204b–1(b)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘rural areas as defined in the pri-
vate business enterprise exception in section 
306(a)(7) of the Consolidated Farmers Home 
Administration Act of 1961, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 1926)’’ and inserting ‘‘rural areas, as 
defined in section 3002 of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act’’. 

(l) Section 14220 of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2206b) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 343(a)(13)(A) of 
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the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 3002 of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act)’’. 

(m) Section 2501(c)(2)(D) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
(7 U.S.C. 2279(c)(2)(D)) is amended by striking 
‘‘sections 355(a)(1) and 355(c) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 2003(a)(1))’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraphs 
(1) and (3) of section 3416(a) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act’’. 

(n) Section 2501A(b) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
(7 U.S.C. 2279–1(b)) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 355(e) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 2003(e))’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 3002 of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act’’. 

(o) Section 7405(c)(8)(B) of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 3319f(c)(8)(B)) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 355(e) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 2003(e))’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 3002 of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act)’’. 

(p) Section 1101(d)(2)(A) of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
8711(d)(2)(A)) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
355(e) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 2003(e))’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 3002 of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act)’’. 

(q) Section 1302(d)(2)(A) of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
8752(d)(2)(A)) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
355(e) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 2003(e))’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 3002 of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act)’’. 

(r) Section 2375(g) of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
6613(g)) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
304(b), 306(a), or 310B(e) of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
1924(b), 1926(a), and 1932(e))’’ and inserting 
‘‘subtitle B of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act’’. 

(s) Section 226B(a)(1) of the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 
U.S.C. 6934(a)(1)) is amended by striking 
‘‘section 343(a) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1991(a))’’ 
and inserting ‘‘section 3002 of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act’’. 

(t) Section 196(i)(3)(B) of the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 7333(i)(3)(B)) is amended by striking 
‘‘subtitle C of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1961 et 
seq.)’’ and inserting ‘‘chapter 3 of subtitle A 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act’’. 

(u) Section 9009(a)(1) of the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
8109(a)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
343(a)(13)(A) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
1991(a)(13)(A)))’’ and inserting ‘‘section 3002 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act’’. 

(v) Section 9011(c)(2)(B)(v) of the Farm Se-
curity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8111(c)(2)(B)(v)) is amended by strik-
ing subclause (I) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(I) beginning farmers (as defined in ac-
cordance with section 3002 of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act); 
or’’. 

(w) Section 7(b)(2)(B) of the Small Business 
Act (15 U.S.C. 636(b)(2)(B)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 321 of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
1961)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 3301 of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act’’. 

(x) Section 8(b)(5)(B)(iii)(III)(bb) of the Soil 
Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act 

(16 U.S.C. 590h(b)(5)(B)(iii)(III)(bb)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘section 355(e)(1) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act 
(7 U.S.C. 2003(e)(1))’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
3002 of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act)’’. 

(y) Section 10(b)(3) of the Cooperative For-
estry Assistance Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 
2106(b)(3)) is amended in the last sentence by 
striking ‘‘set out in the first clause of sec-
tion 306(a)(7) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act’’ and inserting 
‘‘given the term in section 3002 of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act’’. 

(z) Section 1201(a)(2) of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3801(a)(2)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘section 343(a)(8) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 
U.S.C. 1991(a)(8))’’ and inserting ‘‘section 3002 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act’’. 

(aa) Section 1238(2) of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3838(2)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 343(a) of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 
1991(a))’’ and inserting ‘‘section 3002 of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act’’. 

(bb) Section 5 of Public Law 91–229 (25 
U.S.C. 492) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
307(a)(3)(B) of the Consolidated Farmers 
Home Administration Act of 1961, as amend-
ed, and to the provisions of subtitle D of that 
Act except sections 340, 341, 342, and 343’’ and 
inserting ‘‘3105(b)(2) of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act’’. 

(cc) Section 6(c) of Public Law 91–229 (25 
U.S.C. 493(c)) is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 333B of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1983b)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘subtitle H of the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 
U.S.C. 6991 et seq.)’’. 

(dd) Section 181(a)(2)(B)(ii) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by striking 
‘‘section 2009aa–1 of title 7, United States 
Code’’ and inserting ‘‘section 3801 of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act’’. 

(ee) Section 515(b)(3) of the Housing Act of 
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1485(b)(3)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘all the provisions of section 309 and the 
second and third sentences of section 308 of 
the Consolidated Farmers Home Administra-
tion Act of 1961, including the authority in 
section 309(f)(1) of that Act’’ and inserting 
‘‘section 3401 of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act’’. 

(ff) Section 517(b) of the Housing Act of 
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1487(b)) is amended in the 
third sentence by striking ‘‘(7 U.S.C. 1929)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘under section 3401 of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act’’. 

(gg) Section 3(8) of the Public Works and 
Economic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3122(8)) is amended— 

(1) by striking subparagraph (B) and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(B) the Delta Regional Authority estab-
lished under chapter 4 of subtitle B of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act;’’; and 

(2) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(D) the Northern Great Plains Regional 
Authority established under chapter 5 of sub-
title B of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act.’’. 

(hh) Section 310(a) of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5153(a)) is amended by 
striking paragraph (4) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) Chapter 1 of subtitle B of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act.’’. 

(ii) Section 582(d)(1) of the National Flood 
Insurance Reform Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 

5154a(d)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
321(a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1961(a))’’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 3301(b) of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act’’. 

(jj) Section 213(c)(1) of the Biomass Energy 
and Alcohol Fuels Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 
8813(c)(1)) is amended in the first sentence by 
striking ‘‘section 309 of the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act or the 
Rural Development Insurance Fund in sec-
tion 309A of such Act’’ and inserting ‘‘under 
section 3401 of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act or the Rural Devel-
opment Insurance Fund under section 3704 of 
that Act’’. 

(kk) Section 1323(b)(2) of the Food Security 
Act of 1985 (Public Law 99–198; 7 U.S.C. 1932 
note) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
at the end and inserting a period; and 

(3) by striking subparagraph (C). 
Subtitle B—Rural Electrification 

SEC. 6101. DEFINITION OF RURAL AREA. 
Section 13(3) of the Rural Electrification 

Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 913(A)) is amended by 
striking subparagraph (A) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(A) any area described in section 
3002(28)(A)(i) of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act; and’’. 
SEC. 6102. GUARANTEES FOR BONDS AND NOTES 

ISSUED FOR ELECTRIFICATION OR 
TELEPHONE PURPOSES. 

Section 313A(f) of the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 940c–1(f)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 6103. EXPANSION OF 911 ACCESS. 

Section 315(d) of the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 940e(d)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 6104. ACCESS TO BROADBAND TELE-

COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES IN 
RURAL AREAS. 

Section 601 of the Rural Electrification Act 
of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 950bb) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘loans 
and’’ and inserting ‘‘grants, loans, and’’; 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking paragraph 
(3) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(3) RURAL AREA.—The term ‘rural area’ 
means any area described in section 3002 of 
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act. 

‘‘(4) ULTRA-HIGH SPEED SERVICE.—The term 
‘ultra-high speed service’ means broadband 
service operating at a 1 gigabit per second 
downstream transmission capacity.’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘LOANS AND’’ and inserting ‘‘GRANTS, LOANS, 
AND’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘make 
grants and’’ after ‘‘Secretary shall’’; 

(C) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) PRIORITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In making grants, loans, 

or loan guarantees under paragraph (1), the 
Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) establish not less than 2, and not more 
than 4, evaluation periods for each fiscal 
year to compare grant, loan, and loan guar-
antee applications and to prioritize grants, 
loans, and loan guarantees to all or part of 
rural communities that do not have residen-
tial broadband service that meets the min-
imum acceptable level of broadband service 
established under subsection (e); 

‘‘(ii) give the highest priority to applicants 
that offer to provide broadband service to 
the greatest proportion of unserved rural 
households or rural households that do not 
have residential broadband service that 
meets the minimum acceptable level of 
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broadband service established under sub-
section (e), as— 

‘‘(I) certified by the affected community, 
city, county, or designee; or 

‘‘(II) demonstrated on— 
‘‘(aa) the broadband map of the affected 

State if the map contains address-level data; 
or 

‘‘(bb) the National Broadband Map if ad-
dress-level data is unavailable; and 

‘‘(iii) provide equal consideration to all 
qualified applicants, including those that 
have not previously received grants, loans, 
or loan guarantees under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) OTHER.—After giving priority to the 
applicants described in subparagraph (A), the 
Secretary shall then give priority to projects 
that serve rural communities— 

‘‘(i) with a population of less than 20,000 
permanent residents; 

‘‘(ii) experiencing outmigration; 
‘‘(iii) with a high percentage of low-income 

residents; and 
‘‘(iv) that are isolated from other signifi-

cant population centers.’’; and 
(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) GRANT AMOUNTS.— 
‘‘(A) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for a 

grant under this section, the project that is 
the subject of the grant shall be carried out 
in a rural area. 

‘‘(B) MAXIMUM.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (D), the amount of any grant 
made under this section shall not exceed 50 
percent of the development costs of the 
project for which the grant is provided. 

‘‘(C) GRANT RATE.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish the grant rate for each project in ac-
cordance with regulations issued by the Sec-
retary that shall provide for a graduated 
scale of grant rates that establish higher 
rates for projects in communities that 
have— 

‘‘(i) remote locations; 
‘‘(ii) low community populations; 
‘‘(iii) low income levels; 
‘‘(iv) developed the applications of the 

communities with the participation of com-
binations of stakeholders, including— 

‘‘(I) State, local, and tribal governments; 
‘‘(II) nonprofit institutions; 
‘‘(III) institutions of higher education; 
‘‘(IV) private entities; and 
‘‘(V) philanthropic organizations; and 
‘‘(v) targeted funding to provide the min-

imum acceptable level of broadband service 
established under subsection (e) in all or part 
of an unserved community that is below that 
minimum acceptable level of broadband serv-
ice. 

‘‘(D) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY TO ADJUST.— 
The Secretary may make grants of up to 75 
percent of the development costs of the 
project for which the grant is provided to an 
eligible entity if the Secretary determines 
that the project serves a remote or low in-
come area that does not have access to 
broadband service from any provider of 
broadband service (including the appli-
cant).’’; 

(4) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(A)— 
(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘loan or’’ and inserting ‘‘grant, 
loan, or’’; 

(ii) by striking clause (i) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(i) demonstrate the ability— 
‘‘(I) to furnish, improve in order to meet 

the minimum acceptable level of broadband 
service established under subsection (e), or 
extend broadband service to all or part of an 
unserved rural area or an area below the 
minimum acceptable level of broadband serv-
ice established under subsection (e); or 

‘‘(II) to carry out a project under para-
graph (4)(B)(ii);’’; 

(iii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘a loan ap-
plication’’ and inserting ‘‘an application’’; 
and 

(iv) in clause (iii)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘the loan application’’ and 

inserting ‘‘the application’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘proceeds from the loan 

made or guaranteed under this section are’’ 
and inserting ‘‘assistance under this section 
is’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘the proceeds of a loan 

made or guaranteed’’ and inserting ‘‘assist-
ance’’; and 

(bb) by striking ‘‘for the loan or loan guar-
antee’’ and inserting ‘‘of the eligible entity’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘is offered 
broadband service by not more than 1 incum-
bent service provider’’ and inserting ‘‘are 
unserved or have service levels below the 
minimum acceptable level of broadband serv-
ice established under subsection (e)’’; and 

(III) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘3’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2’’; 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(B) ADJUSTMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) INCREASE.—The Secretary may in-

crease the household percentage requirement 
under subparagraph (A)(i) if— 

‘‘(I) more than 25 percent of the costs of 
the project are funded by grants made under 
this section; or 

‘‘(II) the proposed service territory in-
cludes 1 or more communities with a popu-
lation in excess of 20,000. 

‘‘(ii) REDUCTION.—The Secretary may re-
duce the household percentage requirement 
under subparagraph (A)(i)— 

‘‘(I) to not less than 15 percent, if the pro-
posed service territory does not have a popu-
lation in excess of 5,000 people; or 

‘‘(II) to not less than 18 percent, if the pro-
posed service territory does not have a popu-
lation in excess of 7,500 people.’’; and 

(iii) in subparagraph (C)— 
(I) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-

ing ‘‘3’’ and inserting ‘‘2’’; 
(II) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘the min-

imum acceptable level of broadband service 
established under subsection (e) in’’ after 
‘‘service to’’; and 

(III) by striking clause (ii) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTIONS.—Clause (i) shall not 
apply if— 

‘‘(I) the applicant is eligible for funding 
under another title of this Act; or 

‘‘(II) the project is being carried out under 
paragraph (4)(B)(ii), unless an incumbent 
service provider is providing ultra-high speed 
service as of the date of an application for 
assistance submitted to the Secretary under 
this section.’’; 

(C) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘loan 

or’’ and inserting ‘‘grant, loan, or’’; and 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by adding at the 

end the following: 
‘‘(iii) INFORMATION.—Information sub-

mitted under this subparagraph shall be— 
‘‘(I) certified by the affected community, 

city, county, or designee; and 
‘‘(II) demonstrated on— 
‘‘(aa) the broadband map of the affected 

State if the map contains address-level data; 
or 

‘‘(bb) the National Broadband Map if ad-
dress-level data is unavailable.’’; 

(D) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Subject to paragraph (1),’’ 

and inserting the following: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (1) 

and subparagraph (B),’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘loan or’’ and inserting 

‘‘grant, loan, or’’; and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) PILOT PROGRAMS.—The Secretary shall 

establish pilot programs under which the 
Secretary may, at the discretion of the Sec-
retary, provide grants, loans, or loan guaran-
tees under this section to eligible entities, 
including interested entities described in 
subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) to address areas that are unserved or 
have service levels below the minimum ac-
ceptable level of broadband service estab-
lished under subsection (e); or 

‘‘(ii) for the purposes of providing a pro-
posed service territory with ultra-high speed 
service, subject to the conditions that— 

‘‘(I) not more than 5 projects, and not more 
than 1 project in any State, shall be carried 
out under this clause during the period be-
ginning on the date of enactment of this Act 
and ending on September 30, 2018; 

‘‘(II) for each fiscal year, not more than 10 
percent of the funds made available under 
subsection (l) shall be used to carry out this 
clause; 

‘‘(III) for each fiscal year, not more than 20 
percent of the funds made available under 
subclause (II) shall be used for any 1 project; 
and 

‘‘(IV) paragraph (2)(A)(i) shall apply to the 
project, unless— 

‘‘(aa) the Secretary determines that no 
other project in the State is funded under 
this section; and 

‘‘(bb) no application for any other project 
that could be funded under this section, 
other than under this clause, is pending in 
the State.’’; 

(E) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘loan or’’ and inserting 
‘‘grant, loan, or’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘, and 
proportion relative to the service territory,’’ 
after ‘‘estimated number’’; 

(F) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘loan or’’ 
and inserting ‘‘grant, loan, or’’; 

(G) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘a loan 
application’’ and inserting ‘‘an application’’; 
and 

(H) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) TRANSPARENCY AND REPORTING.—The 

Secretary— 
‘‘(A) shall require any entity receiving as-

sistance under this section to submit quar-
terly, in a format specified by the Secretary, 
a report that describes— 

‘‘(i) the use by the entity of the assistance, 
including new equipment and capacity en-
hancements that support high-speed 
broadband access for educational institu-
tions, health care providers, and public safe-
ty service providers (including the estimated 
number of end users who are currently using 
or forecasted to use the new or upgraded in-
frastructure); and 

‘‘(ii) the progress towards fulfilling the ob-
jectives for which the assistance was grant-
ed, including— 

‘‘(I) the number and location of residences 
and businesses that will receive new 
broadband service, existing network service 
improvements, and facility upgrades result-
ing from the Federal assistance; 

‘‘(II) the speed of broadband service; 
‘‘(III) the price of broadband service; 
‘‘(IV) any changes in broadband service 

adoption rates, including new subscribers 
generated from demand-side projects; and 

‘‘(V) any other metrics the Secretary de-
termines to be appropriate; 

‘‘(B) shall maintain a fully searchable 
database, accessible on the Internet at no 
cost to the public, that contains, at a min-
imum— 

‘‘(i) a list of each entity that has applied 
for assistance under this section; 

‘‘(ii) a description of each application, in-
cluding the status of each application; 
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‘‘(iii) for each entity receiving assistance 

under this section— 
‘‘(I) the name of the entity; 
‘‘(II) the type of assistance being received; 
‘‘(III) the purpose for which the entity is 

receiving the assistance; and 
‘‘(IV) each quarterly report submitted 

under subparagraph (A); and 
‘‘(iv) such other information as is suffi-

cient to allow the public to understand and 
monitor assistance provided under this sec-
tion; 

‘‘(C) shall, in addition to other authority 
under applicable law, establish written pro-
cedures for all broadband programs adminis-
tered by the Secretary that, to the max-
imum extent practicable— 

‘‘(i) recover funds from loan defaults; 
‘‘(ii)(I) deobligate awards to grantees that 

demonstrate an insufficient level of perform-
ance (including failure to meet build-out re-
quirements, service quality issues, or other 
metrics determined by the Secretary) or 
wasteful or fraudulent spending; and 

‘‘(II) award those funds, on a competitive 
basis, to new or existing applicants con-
sistent with this section; and 

‘‘(iii) consolidate and minimize overlap 
among the programs; 

‘‘(D) with respect to an application for as-
sistance under this section, shall— 

‘‘(i) promptly post on the website of the 
Rural Utility Service— 

‘‘(I) an announcement that identifies— 
‘‘(aa) each applicant; 
‘‘(bb) the amount and type of support re-

quested by each applicant; and 
‘‘(II) a list of the census block groups or 

proposed service territory, in a manner spec-
ified by the Secretary, that the applicant 
proposes to service; 

‘‘(ii) provide not less than 15 days for 
broadband service providers to voluntarily 
submit information about the broadband 
services that the providers offer in the 
groups or tracts listed under clause (i)(II) so 
that the Secretary may assess whether the 
applications submitted meet the eligibility 
requirements under this section; and 

‘‘(iii) if no broadband service provider sub-
mits information under clause (ii), consider 
the number of providers in the group or tract 
to be established by reference to— 

‘‘(I) the most current National Broadband 
Map of the National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration; or 

‘‘(II) any other data regarding the avail-
ability of broadband service that the Sec-
retary may collect or obtain through reason-
able efforts; and 

‘‘(E) may establish additional reporting 
and information requirements for any recipi-
ent of any assistance under this section so as 
to ensure compliance with this section.’’; 

(5) in subsection (e)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-

graph (3); and 
(B) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

for purposes of this section, the minimum 
acceptable level of broadband service for a 
rural area shall be at least— 

‘‘(A) a 4-Mbps downstream transmission 
capacity; and 

‘‘(B) a 1-Mbps upstream transmission ca-
pacity. 

‘‘(2) ADJUSTMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—At least once every 2 

years, the Secretary shall review, and may 
adjust, the minimum acceptable level of 
broadband service established under para-
graph (1) to ensure that high quality, cost-ef-
fective broadband service is provided to rural 
areas over time. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making an ad-
justment to the minimum acceptable level of 
broadband service under subparagraph (A), 

the Secretary may consider establishing dif-
ferent transmission rates for fixed broadband 
service and mobile broadband service.’’; 

(6) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘make a 
loan or loan guarantee’’ and inserting ‘‘pro-
vide assistance’’; 

(7) in subsection (g), by striking paragraph 
(2) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) TERMS.—In determining the term and 
conditions of a loan or loan guarantee, the 
Secretary may— 

‘‘(A) consider whether the recipient would 
be serving an area that is unserved; and 

‘‘(B) if the Secretary makes a determina-
tion in the affirmative under subparagraph 
(A), establish a limited initial deferral period 
or comparable terms necessary to achieve 
the financial feasibility and long-term sus-
tainability of the project.’’; 

(8) in subsection (j)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by striking ‘‘loan and loan guarantee’’; 
(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘grants and’’ after ‘‘num-

ber of’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘, including any loan 

terms or conditions for which the Secretary 
provided additional assistance to unserved 
areas’’ before the semicolon at the end; 

(C) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘loan’’; 

and 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘loans 

and’’ and inserting ‘‘grants, loans, and’’; 
(D) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘loan’’; 
(E) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(F) in paragraph (6), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(G) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(7) the overall progress towards fulfilling 

the goal of improving the quality of rural 
life by expanding rural broadband access, as 
demonstrated by metrics, including— 

‘‘(A) the number of residences and busi-
nesses receiving new broadband services; 

‘‘(B) network improvements, including fa-
cility upgrades and equipment purchases; 

‘‘(C) average broadband speeds and prices 
on a local and statewide basis; 

‘‘(D) any changes in broadband adoption 
rates; and 

‘‘(E) any specific activities that increased 
high speed broadband access for educational 
institutions, health care providers. and pub-
lic safety service providers.’’; and 

(9) by redesignating subsections (k) and (l) 
as subsections (l) and (m), respectively; 

(10) by inserting after subsection (j) the 
following: 

‘‘(k) BROADBAND BUILDOUT DATA.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-

ing a grant, loan, or loan guarantee under 
this section, a recipient of assistance shall 
provide to the Secretary address-level 
broadband buildout data that indicates the 
location of new broadband service that is 
being provided or upgraded within the serv-
ice territory supported by the grant, loan, or 
loan guarantee— 

‘‘(A) for purposes of inclusion in the semi-
annual updates to the National Broadband 
Map that is managed by the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration (referred to in this subsection as the 
‘Administration’); and 

‘‘(B) not later than 30 days after the earlier 
of— 

‘‘(i) the date of completion of any project 
milestone established by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(ii) the date of completion of the project. 
‘‘(2) ADDRESS-LEVEL DATA.—Effective be-

ginning on the date the Administration re-
ceives data described in paragraph (1), the 
Administration shall use only address-level 
broadband buildout data for the National 
Broadband Map. 

‘‘(3) CORRECTIONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Administration any correction to 
the National Broadband Map that is based on 
the actual level of broadband coverage with-
in the rural area, including any requests for 
a correction from an elected or economic de-
velopment official. 

‘‘(B) INCORPORATION.—Not later than 30 
days after the date on which the Administra-
tion receives a correction submitted under 
subparagraph (A), the Administration shall 
incorporate the correction into the National 
Broadband Map. 

‘‘(C) USE.—If the Secretary has submitted 
a correction to the Administration under 
subparagraph (A), but the National 
Broadband Map has not been updated to re-
flect the correct by the date on which the 
Secretary is making a grant or loan award 
decision under this section, the Secretary 
may use the correction submitted under that 
subparagraph for purposes of make the grant 
or loan award decision.’’; 

(11) subsection (l) (as redesignated by para-
graph (9))— 

(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘$25,000,000’’ and inserting 

‘‘$50,000,000’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 

and 
(B) in paragraph (2)(A)— 
(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 

end; 
(ii) in clause (ii), by striking the period at 

the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iii) set aside at least 1 percent to be used 

for— 
‘‘(I) conducting oversight under this sec-

tion; and 
‘‘(II) implementing accountability meas-

ures and related activities authorized under 
this section.’’; and 

(12) in subsection (m) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (9))— 

(A) by striking ‘‘loan or’’ and inserting 
‘‘grant, loan, or’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
Subtitle C—Miscellaneous 

SEC. 6201. DISTANCE LEARNING AND TELEMEDI-
CINE. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Section 2335A of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
950aaa–5) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1(b) 
of Public Law 102–551 (7 U.S.C. 950aaa note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 6202. DEFINITION OF RURAL AREA FOR PUR-

POSES OF THE HOUSING ACT OF 
1949. 

The second sentence of section 520 of the 
Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘1990 or 2000 decennial cen-
sus shall continue to be so classified until 
the receipt of data from the decennial census 
in the year 2010’’ and inserting ‘‘1990, 2000, or 
2010 decennial census, and any area deemed 
to be a ‘rural area’ for purposes of this title 
under any other provision of law at any time 
during the period beginning January 1, 2000, 
and ending December 31, 2010, shall continue 
to be so classified until the receipt of data 
from the decennial census in the year 2020’’; 
and 

(2) by striking ‘‘25,000’’ and inserting 
‘‘35,000’’. 
SEC. 6203. RURAL ENERGY SAVINGS PROGRAM. 

Subtitle E of title VI of the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Public 
Law 107–171; 116 Stat. 424) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 6407. RURAL ENERGY SAVINGS PROGRAM. 

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section 
is to create jobs, promote rural development, 
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and help rural families and small businesses 
achieve cost savings by providing loans to 
qualified consumers to implement durable 
cost-effective energy efficiency measures. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible 

entity’ means— 
‘‘(A) any public power district, public util-

ity district, or similar entity, or any electric 
cooperative described in section 501(c)(12) or 
1381(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, that borrowed and repaid, prepaid, or is 
paying an electric loan made or guaranteed 
by the Rural Utilities Service (or any prede-
cessor agency); 

‘‘(B) any entity primarily owned or con-
trolled by 1 or more entities described in 
subparagraph (A); or 

‘‘(C) any other entity that is an eligible 
borrower of the Rural Utility Service, as de-
termined under section 1710.101 of title 7, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor 
regulation). 

‘‘(2) ENERGY EFFICIENCY MEASURES.—The 
term ‘energy efficiency measures’ means, for 
or at property served by an eligible entity, 
structural improvements and investments in 
cost-effective, commercial technologies to 
increase energy efficiency. 

‘‘(3) QUALIFIED CONSUMER.—The term 
‘qualified consumer’ means a consumer 
served by an eligible entity that has the abil-
ity to repay a loan made under subsection 
(d), as determined by the eligible entity. 

‘‘(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture, acting 
through the Administrator of the Rural Util-
ities Service. 

‘‘(c) LOANS TO ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

the Secretary shall make loans to eligible 
entities that agree to use the loan funds to 
make loans to qualified consumers for the 
purpose of implementing energy efficiency 
measures. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-

ing a loan under this subsection, an eligible 
entity shall— 

‘‘(i) establish a list of energy efficiency 
measures that is expected to decrease energy 
use or costs of qualified consumers; 

‘‘(ii) prepare an implementation plan for 
use of the loan funds, including use of any 
interest to be received pursuant to sub-
section (d)(1)(A); 

‘‘(iii) provide for appropriate measurement 
and verification to ensure— 

‘‘(I) the effectiveness of the energy effi-
ciency loans made by the eligible entity; and 

‘‘(II) that there is no conflict of interest in 
carrying out this section; and 

‘‘(iv) demonstrate expertise in effective use 
of energy efficiency measures at an appro-
priate scale. 

‘‘(B) REVISION OF LIST OF ENERGY EFFI-
CIENCY MEASURES.—Subject to the approval 
of the Secretary, an eligible entity may up-
date the list required under subparagraph 
(A)(i) to account for newly available effi-
ciency technologies. 

‘‘(C) EXISTING ENERGY EFFICIENCY PRO-
GRAMS.—An eligible entity that, at any time 
before the date that is 60 days after the date 
of enactment of this section, has established 
an energy efficiency program for qualified 
consumers may use an existing list of energy 
efficiency measures, implementation plan, or 
measurement and verification system of that 
program to satisfy the requirements of sub-
paragraph (A) if the Secretary determines 
the list, plan, or systems are consistent with 
the purposes of this section. 

‘‘(3) NO INTEREST.—A loan under this sub-
section shall bear no interest. 

‘‘(4) REPAYMENT.—With respect to a loan 
under paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) the term shall not exceed 20 years 
from the date on which the loan is closed; 
and 

‘‘(B) except as provided in paragraph (6), 
the repayment of each advance shall be am-
ortized for a period not to exceed 10 years. 

‘‘(5) AMOUNT OF ADVANCES.—Any advance of 
loan funds to an eligible entity in any single 
year shall not exceed 50 percent of the ap-
proved loan amount. 

‘‘(6) SPECIAL ADVANCE FOR START-UP ACTIVI-
TIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In order to assist an eli-
gible entity in defraying the appropriate 
start-up costs (as determined by the Sec-
retary) of establishing new programs or 
modifying existing programs to carry out 
subsection (d), the Secretary shall allow an 
eligible entity to request a special advance. 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT.—No eligible entity may re-
ceive a special advance under this paragraph 
for an amount that is greater than 4 percent 
of the loan amount received by the eligible 
entity under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(C) REPAYMENT.—Repayment of the spe-
cial advance— 

‘‘(i) shall be required during the 10-year pe-
riod beginning on the date on which the spe-
cial advance is made; and 

‘‘(ii) at the election of the eligible entity, 
may be deferred to the end of the 10-year pe-
riod. 

‘‘(7) LIMITATION.—All special advances 
shall be made under a loan described in para-
graph (1) during the first 10 years of the term 
of the loan. 

‘‘(d) LOANS TO QUALIFIED CONSUMERS.— 
‘‘(1) TERMS OF LOANS.—Loans made by an 

eligible entity to qualified consumers using 
loan funds provided by the Secretary under 
subsection (c)— 

‘‘(A) may bear interest, not to exceed 3 per-
cent, to be used for purposes that include— 

‘‘(i) to establish a loan loss reserve; and 
‘‘(ii) to offset personnel and program costs 

of eligible entities to provide the loans; 
‘‘(B) shall finance energy efficiency meas-

ures for the purpose of decreasing energy 
usage or costs of the qualified consumer by 
an amount that ensures, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, that a loan term of not 
more than 10 years will not pose an undue fi-
nancial burden on the qualified consumer, as 
determined by the eligible entity; 

‘‘(C) shall not be used to fund purchases of, 
or modifications to, personal property unless 
the personal property is or becomes attached 
to real property (including a manufactured 
home) as a fixture; 

‘‘(D) shall be repaid through charges added 
to the electric bill for the property for, or at 
which, energy efficiency measures are or will 
be implemented, on the condition that this 
requirement does not prohibit— 

‘‘(i) the voluntary prepayment of a loan by 
the owner of the property; or 

‘‘(ii) the use of any additional repayment 
mechanisms that are— 

‘‘(I) demonstrated to have appropriate risk 
mitigation features, as determined by the el-
igible entity; or 

‘‘(II) required if the qualified consumer is 
no longer a customer of the eligible entity; 
and 

‘‘(E) shall require an energy audit by an el-
igible entity to determine the impact of pro-
posed energy efficiency measures on the en-
ergy costs and consumption of the qualified 
consumer. 

‘‘(2) CONTRACTORS.—In addition to any 
other qualified general contractor, eligible 
entities may serve as general contractors. 

‘‘(e) CONTRACT FOR MEASUREMENT AND 
VERIFICATION, TRAINING, AND TECHNICAL AS-
SISTANCE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Secretary— 

‘‘(A) shall establish a plan for measure-
ment and verification, training, and tech-
nical assistance of the program; and 

‘‘(B) may enter into 1 or more contracts 
with a qualified entity for the purposes of— 

‘‘(i) providing measurement and 
verification activities; and 

‘‘(ii) developing a program to provide tech-
nical assistance and training to the employ-
ees of eligible entities to carry out this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(2) USE OF SUBCONTRACTORS AUTHORIZED.— 
A qualified entity that enters into a contract 
under paragraph (1) may use subcontractors 
to assist the qualified entity in carrying out 
the contract. 

‘‘(f) FAST START DEMONSTRATION 
PROJECTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall offer 
to enter into agreements with eligible enti-
ties (or groups of eligible entities) that have 
energy efficiency programs described in sub-
section (c)(2)(C) to establish an energy effi-
ciency loan demonstration projects con-
sistent with the purposes of this section. 

‘‘(2) EVALUATION CRITERIA.—In determining 
which eligible entities to award loans under 
this section, the Secretary shall take into 
consideration eligible entities that— 

‘‘(A) implement approaches to energy au-
dits and investments in energy efficiency 
measures that yield measurable and predict-
able savings; 

‘‘(B) use measurement and verification 
processes to determine the effectiveness of 
energy efficiency loans made by eligible en-
tities; 

‘‘(C) include training for employees of eli-
gible entities, including any contractors of 
such entities, to implement or oversee the 
activities described in subparagraphs (A) and 
(B); 

‘‘(D) provide for the participation of a ma-
jority of eligible entities in a State; 

‘‘(E) reduce the need for generating capac-
ity; 

‘‘(F) provide efficiency loans to— 
‘‘(i) in the case of a single eligible entity, 

not fewer than 20,000 consumers; or 
‘‘(ii) in the case of a group of eligible enti-

ties, not fewer than 80,000 consumers; and 
‘‘(G) serve areas in which, as determined 

by the Secretary, a large percentage of con-
sumers reside— 

‘‘(i) in manufactured homes; or 
‘‘(ii) in housing units that are more than 50 

years old. 
‘‘(3) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—To 

the maximum extent practicable, the Sec-
retary shall enter into agreements described 
in paragraph (1) by not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this section. 

‘‘(4) EFFECT ON AVAILABILITY OF LOANS NA-
TIONALLY.—Nothing in this subsection shall 
delay the availability of loans to eligible en-
tities on a national basis beginning not later 
than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
this section. 

‘‘(5) ADDITIONAL DEMONSTRATION PROJECT 
AUTHORITY.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-
duct demonstration projects in addition to 
the project required by paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) INAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN CRI-
TERIA.—The additional demonstration 
projects may be carried out without regard 
to subparagraphs (D), (F), or (G) of para-
graph (2). 

‘‘(g) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY.—The author-
ity provided in this section is in addition to 
any other authority of the Secretary to offer 
loans under any other law. 

‘‘(h) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—Subject to the 
availability of funds and except as otherwise 
provided in this section, the loans and other 
expenditures required to be made under this 
section shall be available until expended, 
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with the Secretary authorized to make new 
loans as loans are repaid. 

‘‘(i) REGULATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection, not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall promulgate such 
regulations as are necessary to implement 
this section. 

‘‘(2) PROCEDURE.—The promulgation of the 
regulations and administration of this sec-
tion shall be made without regard to— 

‘‘(A) the Statement of Policy of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture effective July 24, 1971 
(36 Fed. Reg. 13804), relating to notices of 
proposed rulemaking and public participa-
tion in rulemaking; and 

‘‘(B) chapter 35 of title 44, United States 
Code (commonly known as the ‘Paperwork 
Reduction Act’). 

‘‘(3) CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF AGENCY 
RULEMAKING.—In carrying out this section, 
the Secretary shall use the authority pro-
vided under section 808 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(4) INTERIM REGULATIONS.—Notwith-
standing paragraphs (1) and (2), to the extent 
regulations are necessary to carry out any 
provision of this section, the Secretary shall 
implement such regulations through the pro-
mulgation of an interim rule.’’. 
SEC. 6204. FUNDING OF PENDING RURAL DEVEL-

OPMENT LOAN AND GRANT APPLI-
CATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall use 
funds made available under subsection (b) to 
provide funds for applications that are pend-
ing on the date of enactment of this Act in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of 
section 6029 of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 122 
Stat. 1955). 

(b) FUNDING.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, beginning in fiscal year 
2014, of the funds of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, the Secretary shall use to carry 
out this section $150,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 
SEC. 6205. STUDY OF RURAL TRANSPORTATION 

ISSUES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the 

Secretary of Transportation shall jointly 
conduct a study of transportation issues re-
garding the movement of agricultural prod-
ucts, domestically produced renewable fuels, 
and domestically produced resources for the 
production of electricity for rural areas of 
the United States, and economic develop-
ment in those areas. 

(b) INCLUSIONS.—The study shall include an 
examination of— 

(1) the importance of freight transpor-
tation, including rail, truck, and barge, to— 

(A) the delivery of equipment, seed, fer-
tilizer, and other products important to the 
development of agricultural commodities 
and products; 

(B) the movement of agricultural commod-
ities and products to market; 

(C) the delivery of ethanol and other re-
newable fuels; 

(D) the delivery of domestically produced 
resources for use in the generation of elec-
tricity for rural areas; 

(E) the location of grain elevators, ethanol 
plants, and other facilities; 

(F) the development of manufacturing fa-
cilities in rural areas; and 

(G) the vitality and economic development 
of rural communities; 

(2) the sufficiency in rural areas of trans-
portation capacity, the sufficiency of com-
petition in the transportation system, the 
reliability of transportation services, and 
the reasonableness of transportation rates; 

(3) the sufficiency of facility investment in 
rural areas necessary for efficient and cost- 
effective transportation; and 

(4) the accessibility to shippers in rural 
areas of Federal processes for the resolution 
of grievances arising within various trans-
portation modes. 

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary and the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall submit a report to Congress that 
contains the results of the study required 
under subsection (a). 

(d) PERIODIC UPDATES.—The Secretary and 
the Secretary of Transportation shall pub-
lish triennially an updated version of the 
study described in subsection (a). 
SEC. 6206. AGRICULTURAL TRANSPORTATION 

POLICY. 
Section 203 of the Agricultural Marketing 

Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622) is amended by 
striking subsection (j) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(j) POLICY DEVELOPMENT PROCEEDINGS.— 
The Secretary shall participate on behalf of 
the interests of agriculture and rural Amer-
ica in all policy development proceedings or 
other proceedings of the Surface Transpor-
tation Board that may establish freight rail 
transportation policy affecting agriculture 
and rural America.’’. 
SEC. 6207. VALUE-ADDED AGRICULTURAL MAR-

KET DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
GRANTS. 

Section 231(b) of the Agricultural Risk 
Protection Act of 2000 (7 U.S.C. 1632a(b)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) veteran farmers or ranchers (as de-

fined in section 2501(e) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
(7 U.S.C. 2279(e))).’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (7)(B), by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2017’’. 

TITLE VII—RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND 
RELATED MATTERS 

Subtitle A—National Agricultural Research, 
Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 

SEC. 7101. NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH, 
EXTENSION, EDUCATION, AND ECO-
NOMICS ADVISORY BOARD. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Section 1408(h) of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3123(h)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

(b) DUTIES OF NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH, EXTENSION, EDUCATION, AND ECONOM-
ICS ADVISORY BOARD.—Section 1408(c) of the 
National Agricultural Research, Extension, 
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 
3123(c)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (4)(C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) consult with industry groups on agri-

cultural research, extension, education, and 
economics, and make recommendations to 
the Secretary based on that consultation.’’. 
SEC. 7102. SPECIALTY CROP COMMITTEE. 

Section 1408A of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3123a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Individuals’’ and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) ELIGIBILITY.—Individuals’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘Members’’ and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(2) SERVICE.—Members’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) DIVERSITY.—Membership of the spe-

cialty crops committee shall reflect diver-
sity in the specialty crops represented.’’; 

(2) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(6) Analysis of alignment of specialty 
crop committee recommendations with spe-
cialty crop research initiative grants award-
ed under section 412(d) of the Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Education Reform 
Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7632).’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) 
as subsections (e) and (f), respectively; 

(4) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) CONSULTATION WITH SPECIALTY CROP 
INDUSTRY.—In studying the scope and effec-
tiveness of programs under subsection (a), 
the specialty crops committee shall consult 
on an ongoing basis with diverse sectors of 
the specialty crop industry.’’; and 

(5) in subsection (f) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (3)), by striking ‘‘subsection (d)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘subsection (e)’’. 

SEC. 7103. VETERINARY SERVICES GRANT PRO-
GRAM. 

The National Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 is 
amended by inserting after section 1415A (7 
U.S.C. 3151a) the following: 

‘‘SEC. 1415B. VETERINARY SERVICES GRANT PRO-
GRAM. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) QUALIFIED ENTITY.—The term ‘quali-

fied entity’ means— 
‘‘(A) a for-profit or nonprofit entity lo-

cated in the United States that operates a 
veterinary clinic providing veterinary serv-
ices— 

‘‘(i) in a rural area, as defined in section 
343(a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1991(a)); and 

‘‘(ii) in response to a veterinarian shortage 
situation; 

‘‘(B) a State, national, allied, or regional 
veterinary organization or specialty board 
recognized by the American Veterinary Med-
ical Association; 

‘‘(C) a college or school of veterinary medi-
cine accredited by the American Veterinary 
Medical Association; 

‘‘(D) a university research foundation or 
veterinary medical foundation; 

‘‘(E) a department of veterinary science or 
department of comparative medicine accred-
ited by the Department of Education; 

‘‘(F) a State agricultural experiment sta-
tion; and 

‘‘(G) a State, local, or tribal government 
agency. 

‘‘(2) VETERINARIAN SHORTAGE SITUATION.— 
The term ‘veterinarian shortage situation’ 
means a veterinarian shortage situation de-
termined by the Secretary under section 
1415A(b). 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) COMPETITIVE GRANTS.—The Secretary 

shall carry out a program to make competi-
tive grants to qualified entities that carry 
out programs or activities described in para-
graph (2) for the purpose of developing, im-
plementing, and sustaining veterinary serv-
ices. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.—To be eli-
gible to receive a grant described in para-
graph (1), a qualified entity shall carry out 
programs or activities that the Secretary de-
termines will— 

‘‘(A) substantially relieve veterinarian 
shortage situations; 

‘‘(B) support or facilitate private veteri-
nary practices engaged in public health ac-
tivities; or 

‘‘(C) support or facilitate the practices of 
veterinarians who are participating in or 
have successfully completed a service re-
quirement under section 1415A(a)(2). 

‘‘(c) AWARD PROCESSES AND PREF-
ERENCES.— 
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‘‘(1) APPLICATION, EVALUATION, AND INPUT 

PROCESSES.—In administering the grant pro-
gram under this section, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(A) use an appropriate application and 
evaluation process, as determined by the 
Secretary; and 

‘‘(B) seek the input of interested persons. 
‘‘(2) GRANT PREFERENCES.—In selecting re-

cipients of grants to be used for any of the 
purposes described in paragraphs (2) through 
(6) of subsection (d), the Secretary shall give 
a preference to qualified entities that pro-
vide documentation of coordination with 
other qualified entities, with respect to any 
such purpose. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL PREFERENCES.—In award-
ing grants under this section, the Secretary 
may develop additional preferences by tak-
ing into account the amount of funds avail-
able for grants and the purposes for which 
the grant funds will be used. 

‘‘(4) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.— 
Sections 1413B, 1462(a), 1469(a)(3), 1469(c), and 
1470 apply to the administration of the grant 
program under this section. 

‘‘(d) USE OF GRANTS TO RELIEVE VETERI-
NARIAN SHORTAGE SITUATIONS AND SUPPORT 
VETERINARY SERVICES.—A qualified entity 
may use funds provided by grants under this 
section to relieve veterinarian shortage situ-
ations and support veterinary services for 
the following purposes: 

‘‘(1) To assist veterinarians with estab-
lishing or expanding practices for the pur-
pose of— 

‘‘(A) equipping veterinary offices; 
‘‘(B) sharing in the reasonable overhead 

costs of the practices, as determined by the 
Secretary; or 

‘‘(C) establishing mobile veterinary facili-
ties in which a portion of the facilities will 
address education or extension needs. 

‘‘(2) To promote recruitment (including for 
programs in secondary schools), placement, 
and retention of veterinarians, veterinary 
technicians, students of veterinary medicine, 
and students of veterinary technology. 

‘‘(3) To allow veterinary students, veteri-
nary interns, externs, fellows, and residents, 
and veterinary technician students to cover 
expenses (other than the types of expenses 
described in 1415A(c)(5)) to attend training 
programs in food safety or food animal medi-
cine. 

‘‘(4) To establish or expand accredited vet-
erinary education programs (including fac-
ulty recruitment and retention), veterinary 
residency and fellowship programs, or veteri-
nary internship and externship programs 
carried out in coordination with accredited 
colleges of veterinary medicine. 

‘‘(5) To assess veterinarian shortage situa-
tions and the preparation of applications 
submitted to the Secretary for designation 
as a veterinarian shortage situation under 
section 1415A(b). 

‘‘(6) To provide continuing education and 
extension, including veterinary telemedicine 
and other distance-based education, for vet-
erinarians, veterinary technicians, and other 
health professionals needed to strengthen 
veterinary programs and enhance food safe-
ty. 

‘‘(e) SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN 
GRANTS.— 

‘‘(1) TERMS OF SERVICE REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Grants provided under 

this section for the purpose specified in sub-
section (d)(1) shall be subject to an agree-
ment between the Secretary and the grant 
recipient that includes a required term of 
service for the recipient, as established by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In establishing a 
term of service under subparagraph (A), the 
Secretary shall consider only— 

‘‘(i) the amount of the grant awarded; and 

‘‘(ii) the specific purpose of the grant. 
‘‘(2) BREACH REMEDIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An agreement under 

paragraph (1) shall provide remedies for any 
breach of the agreement by the grant recipi-
ent, including repayment or partial repay-
ment of the grant funds, with interest. 

‘‘(B) WAIVER.—The Secretary may grant a 
waiver of the repayment obligation for 
breach of contract if the Secretary deter-
mines that the grant recipient demonstrates 
extreme hardship or extreme need. 

‘‘(C) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECOVERED.— 
Funds recovered under this paragraph shall— 

‘‘(i) be credited to the account available to 
carry out this section; and 

‘‘(ii) remain available until expended. 
‘‘(f) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) RECIPIENT SHARE.—Subject to para-

graph (2), to be eligible to receive a grant 
under this section, a qualified entity shall 
provide matching non-Federal funds, either 
in cash or in-kind support, in an amount 
equal to not less than 25 percent of the Fed-
eral funds provided by the grant. 

‘‘(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may estab-
lish, by regulation, conditions under which 
the cost-sharing requirements of paragraph 
(1) may be reduced or waived. 

‘‘(g) PROHIBITION ON USE OF GRANT FUNDS 
FOR CONSTRUCTION.—Funds made available 
for grants under this section may not be 
used— 

‘‘(1) to construct a new building or facility; 
or 

‘‘(2) to acquire, expand, remodel, or alter 
an existing building or facility, including 
site grading and improvement and architect 
fees. 

‘‘(h) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Secretary shall promulgate regulations 
to carry out this section. 

‘‘(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out this section $10,000,000 
for fiscal year 2014 and each fiscal year 
thereafter, to remain available until ex-
pended.’’. 
SEC. 7104. GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS FOR FOOD 

AND AGRICULTURE SCIENCES EDU-
CATION. 

Section 1417(m) of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3152(m)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section $60,000,000’’ 
and all that follows and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘section— 

‘‘(1) $60,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1990 
through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $40,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7105. AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD POLICY RE-

SEARCH CENTERS. 
Section 1419A of the National Agricultural 

Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3155) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by inserting ‘‘ag-
ricultural and food’’ before ‘‘policy’’; 

(2) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1)— 

(A) by striking ‘‘Secretary may’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Secretary shall, acting through the 
Office of the Chief Economist,’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘with a history of pro-
viding unbiased, nonpartisan economic anal-
ysis to Congress’’ after ‘‘subsection (b)’’; 

(3) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘other re-
search institutions’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘shall be eligible’’ and inserting 
‘‘other public research institutions and orga-
nizations shall be eligible’’; 

(4) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by inserting ‘‘, with preference given to pol-
icy research centers having extensive data-
bases, models, and demonstrated experience 
in providing Congress with agricultural mar-

ket projections, rural development analysis, 
agricultural policy analysis, and baseline 
projections at the farm, multiregional, na-
tional, and international levels, including in-
formation, analysis, and research relating to 
drought mitigation,’’ after ‘‘with this sec-
tion’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘applied’’ 
after ‘‘theoretical’’; and 

(5) by striking subsection (d) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $10,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2013 and each fiscal year thereafter.’’. 
SEC. 7106. EDUCATION GRANTS TO ALASKA NA-

TIVE SERVING INSTITUTIONS AND 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN SERVING INSTI-
TUTIONS. 

Section 1419B of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3156) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘(or 

grants without regard to any requirement 
for competition)’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘(or 
grants without regard to any requirement 
for competition)’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7107. NUTRITION EDUCATION PROGRAM. 

Section 1425(f) of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3175(f)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7108. CONTINUING ANIMAL HEALTH AND 

DISEASE RESEARCH PROGRAMS. 
Section 1433 of the National Agricultural 

Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3195) is amended by 
striking the section designation and heading 
and all that follows through subsection (a) 
and inserting the following: 
‘‘SEC. 1433. APPROPRIATIONS FOR CONTINUING 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND DISEASE RE-
SEARCH PROGRAMS. 

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to 

be appropriated to support continuing ani-
mal health and disease research programs at 
eligible institutions such sums as are nec-
essary, but not to exceed $25,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 1991 through 2018. 

‘‘(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Funds made available 
under this section shall be used— 

‘‘(A) to meet the expenses of conducting 
animal health and disease research, pub-
lishing and disseminating the results of such 
research, and contributing to the retirement 
of employees subject to the Act of March 4, 
1940 (7 U.S.C. 331); 

‘‘(B) for administrative planning and direc-
tion; and 

‘‘(C) to purchase equipment and supplies 
necessary for conducting research described 
in subparagraph (A).’’. 
SEC. 7109. GRANTS TO UPGRADE AGRICULTURAL 

AND FOOD SCIENCES FACILITIES AT 
1890 LAND-GRANT COLLEGES, IN-
CLUDING TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY. 

Section 1447(b) of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3222b(b)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7110. GRANTS TO UPGRADE AGRICULTURAL 

AND FOOD SCIENCES FACILITIES 
AND EQUIPMENT AT INSULAR AREA 
LAND-GRANT INSTITUTIONS. 

Section 1447B(d) of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3222b–2(d)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
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SEC. 7111. HISPANIC-SERVING INSTITUTIONS. 

Section 1455(c) of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3241(c)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7112. COMPETITIVE GRANTS FOR INTER-

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 
AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS. 

Section 1459A of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3292b) is amended by 
striking subsection (c) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 1999 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7113. UNIVERSITY RESEARCH. 

Section 1463 of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3311) is amended in each 
of subsections (a) and (b) by striking ‘‘2012’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7114. EXTENSION SERVICE. 

Section 1464 of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3312) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7115. SUPPLEMENTAL AND ALTERNATIVE 

CROPS. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS AND 

TERMINATION.—Section 1473D of the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3319d) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2012 and 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $1,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 

(b) COMPETITIVE GRANTS.—Section 
1473D(c)(1) of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act 
of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3319d(c)(1)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘use such research funding, special 
or competitive grants, or other means, as the 
Secretary determines,’’ and inserting ‘‘make 
competitive grants’’. 
SEC. 7116. CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS FOR 

NLGCA INSTITUTIONS. 
Section 1473F(b) of the National Agricul-

tural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3319i(b)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7117. AQUACULTURE ASSISTANCE PRO-

GRAMS. 
(a) COMPETITIVE GRANTS.—Section 1475(b) 

of the National Agricultural Research, Ex-
tension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 
U.S.C. 3322(b)) is amended in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1) by inserting ‘‘competi-
tive’’ before ‘‘grants’’. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Section 1477 of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act 
of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3324) is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘SEC. 1477. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to 

be appropriated to carry out this subtitle— 
‘‘(1) $7,500,000 for each of fiscal years 1991 

through 2013; and 
‘‘(2) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 

through 2018. 
‘‘(b) PROHIBITION ON USE.—Funds made 

available under this section may not be used 
to acquire or construct a building.’’. 

SEC. 7118. RANGELAND RESEARCH PROGRAMS. 
Section 1483(a) of the National Agricul-

tural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3336(a)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘subtitle’’ and all that follows 
and inserting the following: ‘‘subtitle— 

‘‘(1) $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1991 
through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7119. SPECIAL AUTHORIZATION FOR BIO-

SECURITY PLANNING AND RE-
SPONSE. 

Section 1484(a) of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3351(a)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘response such sums as are 
necessary’’ and all that follows and inserting 
the following: ‘‘response— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2002 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7120. DISTANCE EDUCATION AND RESIDENT 

INSTRUCTION GRANTS PROGRAM 
FOR INSULAR AREA INSTITUTIONS 
OF HIGHER EDUCATION. 

(a) DISTANCE EDUCATION GRANTS FOR INSU-
LAR AREAS.— 

(1) COMPETITIVE GRANTS.—Section 1490(a) of 
the National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 
U.S.C. 3362(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘or 
noncompetitive’’. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Section 1490(f) of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy 
Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3362(f)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section’’ and all that follows and 
inserting the following: ‘‘section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2002 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 

(b) RESIDENT INSTRUCTION GRANTS FOR IN-
SULAR AREAS.—Section 1491(c) of the Na-
tional Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3363(c)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘such sums as are 
necessary’’ and all that follows and inserting 
the following: ‘‘to carry out this section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2002 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
Subtitle B—Food, Agriculture, Conservation, 

and Trade Act of 1990 
SEC. 7201. BEST UTILIZATION OF BIOLOGICAL AP-

PLICATIONS. 
Section 1624 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-

servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5814) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘$40,000,000 for each fiscal 
year’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘$40,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2014 through 2018’’ after ‘‘chapter’’. 
SEC. 7202. INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS. 

Section 1627 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5821) is amended by striking subsection (d) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section through the National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture $20,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7203. SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE TECH-

NOLOGY DEVELOPMENT AND 
TRANSFER PROGRAM. 

Section 1628 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5831) is amended by striking subsection (f) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as are nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2014 through 
2018.’’. 

SEC. 7204. NATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM. 
Section 1629 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-

servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5832) is amended by striking subsection (i) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out the National Training Program 
$20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7205. NATIONAL GENETICS RESOURCES 

PROGRAM. 
Section 1635(b) of the Food, Agriculture, 

Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5844(b)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘such funds as may be nec-
essary’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘subtitle’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting the following: ‘‘subtitle— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 1991 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $1,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7206. NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL WEATHER 

INFORMATION SYSTEM. 
Section 1641(c) of the Food, Agriculture, 

Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5855(c)) is amended by inserting ‘‘and 
$1,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 through 
2018’’ before the period at the end. 
SEC. 7207. AGRICULTURAL GENOME INITIATIVE. 

Section 1671(c) of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5924(c)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(3) CONSORTIA.—The Secretary shall en-
courage awards under this section to con-
sortia of eligible entities.’’. 
SEC. 7208. HIGH-PRIORITY RESEARCH AND EX-

TENSION INITIATIVES. 
Section 1672 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-

servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5925) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence of subsection (a), 
by striking ‘‘subsections (e) through (i) of’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(2)— 
(A) by striking the first sentence and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To facilitate the mak-

ing of research and extension grants under 
subsection (d), the Secretary may appoint a 
task force to make recommendations to the 
Secretary.’’; and 

(B) in the second sentence, by striking 
‘‘The Secretary may not incur costs in ex-
cess of $1,000 for any fiscal year in connec-
tion with each’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(B) COSTS.—The Secretary may not incur 
costs in excess of $1,000 for any fiscal year in 
connection with a’’; 

(3) in subsection (e)— 
(A) by striking paragraphs (1) through (5), 

(7), (8), (11) through (43), (47), (48), (51), and 
(52); 

(B) by redesignating paragraphs (6), (9), 
(10), (44), (45), (46), (49), and (50) as paragraphs 
(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), and (8), respec-
tively; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(9) CERVIDAE INITIATIVE.—Research and 

extension grants may be made under this 
section to support collaborative research fo-
cusing on the development of viable strate-
gies for the prevention, diagnosis, and treat-
ment of parasites and diseases of farmed deer 
and elk such as epizootic hemorrhagic dis-
ease and chronic wasting disease and the 
mapping of the cervid genome. 

‘‘(10) CORN, SOYBEAN MEAL, CEREAL GRAINS, 
AND GRAIN BYPRODUCTS RESEARCH AND EXTEN-
SION.—Research and extension grants may be 
made under this section for the purpose of 
carrying out or enhancing research to im-
prove the digestibility, nutritional value, 
and efficiency of use of corn, soybean meal, 
cereal grains, and grain byproducts for the 
poultry and food animal production indus-
tries.’’; 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4325 June 11, 2013 
(4) by striking subsections (f), (g), and (i); 
(5) by redesignating subsections (h) and (j) 

as subsections (j) and (k), respectively; 
(6) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(f) PULSE HEALTH INITIATIVE.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection; 
‘‘(A) INITIATIVE.—The term ‘Initiative’ 

means the pulse health initiative established 
by paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) PULSE.—The term ‘pulse’ means dry 
beans, dry peas, lentils, and chickpeas or 
garbanzo beans. 

‘‘(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, during the period 
beginning on the date of enactment of the 
Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 
2013 and ending on September 30, 2018, the 
Secretary shall carry out a pulse crop health 
and extension initiative to address the crit-
ical needs of the pulse crop industry by de-
veloping and disseminating science-based 
tools and information, including— 

‘‘(A) research in health and nutrition, such 
as— 

‘‘(i) identifying global dietary patterns of 
pulse crops in relation to population health; 

‘‘(ii) researching pulse crop diets and the 
ability of the diets to reduce obesity and as-
sociated chronic disease (including cardio-
vascular disease, type 2 diabetes, and can-
cer); and 

‘‘(iii) identifying the underlying mecha-
nisms of the health benefits of pulse crop 
consumption (including disease biomarkers, 
bioactive components, and relevant plant ge-
netic components to enhance the health pro-
moting value of pulse crops); 

‘‘(B) research in functionality, such as— 
‘‘(i) improving the functional properties of 

pulse crops and pulse fractions; 
‘‘(ii) developing new and innovative tech-

nologies to improve pulse crops as an ingre-
dient in food products; and 

‘‘(iii) developing nutrient-dense food prod-
uct solutions to ameliorate chronic disease 
and enhance food security worldwide; 

‘‘(C) research in sustainability to enhance 
global food security, such as— 

‘‘(i) plant breeding, genetics and genomics 
to improve productivity, nutrient density, 
and phytonutrient content for a growing 
world population; 

‘‘(ii) pest and disease management, includ-
ing resistance to pests and diseases resulting 
in reduced application management strate-
gies; and 

‘‘(iii) improving nitrogen fixation to re-
duce the carbon and energy footprint of agri-
culture; 

‘‘(D) optimizing pulse cropping systems to 
reduce water usage; and 

‘‘(E) education and technical service, such 
as— 

‘‘(i) providing technical expertise to help 
food companies include nutrient-dense pulse 
crops in innovative and healthy foods; and 

‘‘(ii) establishing an educational program 
to encourage the consumption and produc-
tion of pulse crops in the United States and 
other countries. 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Secretary 
may carry out the Initiative through— 

‘‘(A) Federal agencies, including the Agri-
cultural Research Service and the National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture; 

‘‘(B) National Laboratories; 
‘‘(C) institutions of higher education; 
‘‘(D) research institutions or organiza-

tions; 
‘‘(E) private organizations or corporations; 
‘‘(F) State agricultural experiment sta-

tions; 
‘‘(G) individuals; or 
‘‘(H) groups consisting of 2 or more entities 

or individuals described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (G). 

‘‘(4) RESEARCH PROJECT GRANTS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sub-
section, the Secretary shall award grants on 
a competitive basis. 

‘‘(B) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall— 
‘‘(i) seek and accept proposals for grants; 
‘‘(ii) determine the relevance and merit of 

proposals through a system of peer review, in 
consultation with the pulse crop industry; 
and 

‘‘(iii) award grants on the basis of merit, 
quality, and relevance. 

‘‘(C) PRIORITIES.—In making grants under 
this subsection, the Secretary shall provide a 
higher priority to projects that— 

‘‘(i) are multistate, multiinstitutional, and 
multidisciplinary; and 

‘‘(ii) include explicit mechanisms to com-
municate results to the pulse crop industry 
and the public. 

‘‘(5) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $25,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(g) FORESTRY PRODUCTS ADVANCED UTILI-
ZATION RESEARCH.— 

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
establish a forestry and forestry products re-
search and extension initiative to develop 
and disseminate science-based tools that ad-
dress the needs of the forestry sector and 
their respective regions, forest and 
timberland owners and managers, and for-
estry products engineering, manufacturing, 
and related interests, including— 

‘‘(A) research in wood quality improve-
ment with respect to lumber strength and 
grade yield; 

‘‘(B) improvement in forestry products, 
lumber, and evaluation standards and valu-
ation techniques; 

‘‘(C) research and development of novel en-
gineered lumber products and renewable en-
ergy from wood; 

‘‘(D) efforts to improve lumber quality and 
value based on forest management tech-
niques; 

‘‘(E) efforts to improve forestry products 
conversion and manufacturing efficiency, 
productivity, and profitability over the long 
term (including forestry product marketing); 
and 

‘‘(F) other research to support the lon-
gevity, sustainability, and profitability of 
timberland through sound management and 
utilization. 

‘‘(2) GRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—As part of the initiative 

described in paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall make grants to eligible entities to 
carry out the activities described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (F) of paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Entities eligible 
for grants described in subparagraph (A) 
shall include— 

‘‘(i) Federal agencies; 
‘‘(ii) National Laboratories 
‘‘(iii) colleges and universities; 
‘‘(iv) research institutions and organiza-

tions; 
‘‘(v) private organizations or corporations; 
‘‘(vi) State agricultural experiment sta-

tions; and 
‘‘(vii) groups consisting of 2 or more such 

entities. 
‘‘(C) PRIORITIES.—In making grants, the 

Secretary shall give higher priority to 
projects that— 

‘‘(i) are multistate, multiinstitutional, or 
multidisciplinary; 

‘‘(ii) include explicit mechanisms to com-
municate results to producers, forestry in-
dustry stakeholders, policymakers, and the 
public; and 

‘‘(iii) have— 
‘‘(I) extensive history and demonstrated 

experience in forestry and forestry products 
research; 

‘‘(II) existing capacity in forestry products 
research and dissemination; and 

‘‘(III) a demonstrated means of evaluating 
and responding to the needs of the related 
commercial sector. 

‘‘(D) ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(i) SELECTION PROCESS.—In awarding 

grants under this subsection, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(I) seek and accept proposals; 
‘‘(II) determine the relevance and merit of 

proposals through a system of peer and merit 
review; and 

‘‘(III) award grants on the basis of merit, 
quality, and relevance. 

‘‘(ii) TERMS.—The term of a grant made 
under this paragraph may not exceed 10 
years. 

‘‘(iii) MATCHING FUNDS.—The Secretary 
shall require the recipient of a grant to pro-
vide funds or in-kind support from non-Fed-
eral sources in an amount that is at least 
equal to the amount provided by the Federal 
Government. 

‘‘(iv) BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES.—Funds 
made available under this paragraph shall 
not be used for the construction of a new 
building or facility or the acquisition, expan-
sion, remodeling, or alteration of an existing 
building or facility (including site grading 
and improvement, and architect fees). 

‘‘(v) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall 
ensure that any activities carried out under 
this paragraph are done in coordination with 
the Forest Products Laboratory. 

‘‘(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to 

be appropriated to carry out this subsection 
$7,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 through 
2018. 

‘‘(B) MATCHING FUNDS.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary shall match any funds 
received under subparagraph (A) with funds 
received for the research and development 
program of the Forest Service under section 
3 of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Re-
sources Research Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1642). 

‘‘(h) TRAINING COORDINATION FOR FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE PROTECTION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make grants and enter into contracts or co-
operative agreements with eligible entities 
described in paragraph (2) for the purposes of 
establishing a Comprehensive Food Safety 
Training Network. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBILITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sub-

section, an eligible entity is a multiinstitu-
tional consortium that includes— 

‘‘(i) a nonprofit institution that provides 
administering food protection training; and 

‘‘(ii) 1 or more training centers in institu-
tions of higher education that have dem-
onstrated expertise in developing and deliv-
ering community-based training in food and 
agricultural safety and defense. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—To ensure that co-
ordination and administration is provided 
across all the disciplines and provide com-
prehensive food protection training, the Sec-
retary may only consider an entire consor-
tium collectively rather than on an institu-
tion-by-institution basis. 

‘‘(C) MEMBERSHIP.—An eligible entity may 
alter the consortium membership to meet 
specific training expertise needs. 

‘‘(3) DUTIES OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—As a con-
dition of the receipt of assistance under this 
subsection, an eligible entity, in cooperation 
with the Secretary, shall establish and main-
tain the network for an internationally inte-
grated training system to enhance protec-
tion of the United States food supply, includ-
ing, at a minimum— 

‘‘(A) developing curricula and a training 
network to provide basic, technical, manage-
ment, and leadership training to regulatory 
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and public health officials, producers, proc-
essors, and other agrifood businesses; 

‘‘(B) serving as the hub for the administra-
tion of an open training network; 

‘‘(C) implementing standards to ensure the 
delivery of quality training through a na-
tional curricula; 

‘‘(D) building and overseeing a nationally 
recognized instructor cadre to ensure the 
availability of highly qualified instructors; 

‘‘(E) reviewing training proposed through 
the National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture and other relevant Federal agencies 
that report to the Secretary on the quality 
and content of proposed and existing courses; 

‘‘(F) assisting Federal agencies in the im-
plementation of food protection training re-
quirements including requirements con-
tained in the Agriculture Reform, Food, and 
Jobs Act of 2013, the FDA Food Safety Mod-
ernization Act (Public Law 111–353; 124 Stat. 
3885), and amendments made by those Acts; 
and 

‘‘(G) performing evaluation and outcome- 
based studies to provide to the Secretary 
feedback on the effectiveness and impact of 
training and metrics on jurisdictions and 
sectors within the food safety system. 

‘‘(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $20,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018, to remain 
available until expended. 

‘‘(i) FARM ANIMAL AGRICULTURE INTE-
GRATED RESEARCH INITIATIVE.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITION OF INITIATIVE.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘Initiative’ means the farm 
animal integrated research initiative estab-
lished under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, during the period 
beginning on the date of enactment of the 
Agriculture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 
2013 and ending on September 30, 2018, the 
Secretary shall carry out a farm animal in-
tegrated research initiative to address the 
critical needs of animal agriculture, by de-
veloping and disseminating science-based 
tools and information, including— 

‘‘(A) research to promote food security, 
such as— 

‘‘(i) improving feed efficiency; 
‘‘(ii) improving energetic efficiency; 
‘‘(iii) connecting genomics, proteomics, 

metabolomics, and related phenomena to 
animal production; 

‘‘(iv) improving reproductive efficiency; 
and 

‘‘(v) enhancing pre- and post-harvest food 
safety systems; 

‘‘(B) research on the interrelationship be-
tween animal and human health, such as— 

‘‘(i) exploring new approaches for vaccine 
development; 

‘‘(ii) understanding and controlling 
zoonoses, including the impact of zoonoses 
on food safety; 

‘‘(iii) improving animal health through 
feed; and 

‘‘(iv) enhancing product quality and nutri-
tive value; and 

‘‘(C) research on stewardship, such as— 
‘‘(i) minimizing or reducing the flow of nu-

trients from animal production systems; 
‘‘(ii) improving sustainability and increas-

ing efficiency of natural resource use; and 
‘‘(iii) better understanding animal produc-

tion systems and the interactions between 
animals, plants, and human management. 

‘‘(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Secretary 
may carry out the Initiative through— 

‘‘(A) Federal agencies, including the Agri-
cultural Research Service and the National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture; 

‘‘(B) National Laboratories; 
‘‘(C) institutions of higher education; 
‘‘(D) research institutions or organiza-

tions; 

‘‘(E) private organizations or corporations; 
‘‘(F) State agricultural experiment sta-

tions; 
‘‘(G) individuals; and 
‘‘(H) groups consisting of 2 or more entities 

or individuals described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (G). 

‘‘(4) RESEARCH PROJECT GRANTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sub-

section, the Secretary shall award grants on 
a competitive basis in accordance with sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C). 

‘‘(B) PROCESS FOR AWARDING GRANTS.—The 
Secretary shall— 

‘‘(i) seek and accept proposals for grants; 
‘‘(ii) determine the relevance and merit of 

proposals through a system of peer review, in 
consultation with the animal agriculture in-
dustry; and 

‘‘(iii) award grants on the basis of merit, 
quality, and relevance. 

‘‘(C) PRIORITIES.—In making grants under 
this subsection, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to projects that— 

‘‘(i) are multistate, multiinstitutional, and 
multidisciplinary; and 

‘‘(ii) include explicit mechanisms to com-
municate results to the animal agriculture 
industry and the public. 

‘‘(5) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection $50,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’; 

(7) in subsection (j) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (5)), by striking ‘‘2012’’ each place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(8) in subsection (k) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (5)), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2018’’. 

SEC. 7209. ORGANIC AGRICULTURE RESEARCH 
AND EXTENSION INITIATIVE. 

Section 1672B of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5925b) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by inserting ‘‘, education,’’ after ‘‘support re-
search’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and im-
provement’’ after ‘‘development’’; 

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘to pro-
ducers and processors who use organic meth-
ods’’ and inserting ‘‘of organic agricultural 
production and methods to producers, proc-
essors, and rural communities’’; 

(D) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘and re-
searching solutions to’’ after ‘‘identifying’’; 
and 

(E) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘and mar-
keting’’ and inserting ‘‘, marketing, and food 
safety’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (e); 
(3) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-

section (e); and 
(4) in paragraph (1) of subsection (e) (as so 

redesignated)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FOR FISCAL 

YEARS 2008 THROUGH 2012’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) $16,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 

through 2018.’’. 

SEC. 7210. FARM BUSINESS MANAGEMENT. 

Section 1672D(d) of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5925f(d)) is amended by striking ‘‘such sums 
as are necessary to carry out this section.’’ 
and inserting the following: ‘‘to carry out 
this section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for fiscal 
year 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 

SEC. 7211. REGIONAL CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE. 
Subtitle H of the Food, Agriculture, Con-

servation, and Trade Act of 1990 is amended 
by inserting after section 1672D (7 U.S.C. 
5925) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 1673. REGIONAL CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary may 
prioritize regional centers of excellence es-
tablished for specific agricultural commod-
ities for the receipt of funding. 

‘‘(b) COMPOSITION.—A regional center of ex-
cellence shall be composed of 1 or more col-
leges and universities (including land-grant 
institutions, schools of forestry, schools of 
veterinary medicine, or NLGCA Institutions 
(as defined in section 1404 of the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103))) 
that provide financial support to the re-
gional center of excellence. 

‘‘(c) CRITERIA FOR REGIONAL CENTERS OF 
EXCELLENCE.—The criteria for consideration 
to be a regional center of excellence shall in-
clude efforts— 

‘‘(1) to ensure coordination and cost-effec-
tiveness by reducing unnecessarily duplica-
tive efforts regarding research, teaching, and 
extension; 

‘‘(2) to leverage available resources by 
using public/private partnerships among ag-
ricultural industry groups, institutions of 
higher education, and the Federal Govern-
ment; 

‘‘(3) to implement teaching initiatives to 
increase awareness and effectively dissemi-
nate solutions to target audiences through 
extension activities; 

‘‘(4) to increase the economic returns to 
rural communities by identifying, attract-
ing, and directing funds to high-priority ag-
ricultural issues; and 

‘‘(5) to improve teaching capacity and in-
frastructure at colleges and universities (in-
cluding land-grant institutions, schools of 
forestry, and schools of veterinary medicine, 
and NLGCA Institutions). 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $10,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7212. ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM 

FOR FARMERS WITH DISABILITIES. 
Section 1680(c)(1) of the Food, Agriculture, 

Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5933(c)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘is’’ and inserting ‘‘are’’; 
and 

(2) by striking ‘‘section’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting the following: ‘‘section— 

‘‘(A) $6,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1999 
through 2013; and 

‘‘(B) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7213. NATIONAL RURAL INFORMATION CEN-

TER CLEARINGHOUSE. 
Section 2381(e) of the Food, Agriculture, 

Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
3125b(e)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
Subtitle C—Agricultural Research, Extension, 

and Education Reform Act of 1998 
SEC. 7301. RELEVANCE AND MERIT OF AGRICUL-

TURAL RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND 
EDUCATION FUNDED BY THE DE-
PARTMENT. 

Section 103(a)(2) of the Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Education Reform 
Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7613(a)(2)) is amended— 

(1) by striking the paragraph designation 
and heading and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) RELEVANCE AND MERIT REVIEW OF RE-
SEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDUCATION GRANTS.— 
’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘relevance and’’ before 

‘‘merit’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘extension or education’’ 

and inserting, ‘‘research, extension, or edu-
cation’’; and 
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(3) in subparagraph (B) by inserting ‘‘on a 

continuous basis’’ after ‘‘procedures’’. 
SEC. 7302. INTEGRATED RESEARCH, EDUCATION, 

AND EXTENSION COMPETITIVE 
GRANTS PROGRAM. 

Section 406(f) of the Agricultural Research, 
Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 
(7 U.S.C. 7626(f)) is amended by striking 
‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7303. SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH REGARDING 

DISEASES OF WHEAT, TRITICALE, 
AND BARLEY CAUSED BY FUSARIUM 
GRAMINEARUM OR BY TILLETIA 
INDICA. 

Section 408(e) of the Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Education Reform 
Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7628(e)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘such sums as may be necessary for 
each of fiscal years 1999 through 2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2014 through 2018’’. 
SEC. 7304. GRANTS FOR YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS. 

Section 410(d) of the Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Education Reform 
Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7630(d)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section such sums as are nec-
essary’’ and all that follows and inserting 
the following: ‘‘section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2008 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7305. SPECIALTY CROP RESEARCH INITIA-

TIVE. 
Section 412 of the Agricultural Research, 

Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 
(7 U.S.C. 7632) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(3), by inserting ‘‘han-
dling and processing,’’ after ‘‘production effi-
ciency,’’; 

(2) in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(ii) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 

following: 
‘‘(D) consult with the specialty crops com-

mittee authorized under section 1408A of the 
National Agricultural Research, Extension, 
and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 
3123a) during the peer and merit review proc-
ess.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘non-Fed-
eral’’ and all that follows through the end of 
the paragraph and inserting ‘‘other sources 
in an amount that is at least equal to the 
amount provided by a grant received under 
this section.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (h), by striking paragraph 
(3) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(3) SUBSEQUENT FUNDING.—Of the funds of 
the Commodity Credit Corporation, the Sec-
retary shall make available to carry out this 
section— 

‘‘(A) $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2014; 
‘‘(B) $30,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2015 

and 2016; 
‘‘(C) $65,000,000 for fiscal year 2017; and 
‘‘(D) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2018 and each 

fiscal year thereafter.’’. 
SEC. 7306. FOOD ANIMAL RESIDUE AVOIDANCE 

DATABASE PROGRAM. 
Section 604(e) of the Agricultural Re-

search, Extension, and Education Reform 
Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7642(e)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7307. OFFICE OF PEST MANAGEMENT POL-

ICY. 
Section 614(f) of the Agricultural Research, 

Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 
(7 U.S.C. 7653(f)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘such sums as are nec-
essary’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘section’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting the following: ‘‘section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 1999 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7308. AUTHORIZATION OF REGIONAL INTE-

GRATED PEST MANAGEMENT CEN-
TERS. 

Subtitle B of title VI of the Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Education Reform 
Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7651 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 621. AUTHORIZATION OF REGIONAL INTE-

GRATED PEST MANAGEMENT CEN-
TERS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There are established 4 
regional integrated pest management cen-
ters (referred to in this section as the ‘Cen-
ters’), which shall be located at such specific 
locations in the north central, northeastern, 
southern, and western regions of the United 
States as the Secretary shall specify. 

‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Cen-
ters shall be— 

‘‘(1) to strengthen the connection of the 
Department with production agriculture, re-
search, and extension programs, and agricul-
tural stakeholders throughout the United 
States; 

‘‘(2) to increase the effectiveness of pro-
viding pest management solutions for the 
private and public sectors; 

‘‘(3) to quickly respond to information 
needs of the public and private sectors; and 

‘‘(4) to improve communication among the 
relevant stakeholders. 

‘‘(c) DUTIES.—In meeting the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (b) and otherwise car-
rying out this section, the Centers shall— 

‘‘(1) develop regional strategies to address 
pest management needs; 

‘‘(2) assist the Department and partner in-
stitutions of the Department in identifying, 
prioritizing, and coordinating a national pest 
management research, extension, and edu-
cation program implemented on a regional 
basis; 

‘‘(3) establish a national pest management 
communication network that includes— 

‘‘(A) the agencies of the Department and 
other government agencies; 

‘‘(B) scientists at institutions of higher 
education; and 

‘‘(C) stakeholders focusing on pest manage-
ment issues; 

‘‘(4) serve as regional hubs responsible for 
ensuring efficient access to pest manage-
ment expertise and data available through 
institutions of higher education; and 

‘‘(5) on behalf of the Department, manage 
grants that can be most effectively and effi-
ciently delivered at the regional level, as de-
termined by the Secretary.’’. 

Subtitle D—Other Laws 
SEC. 7401. CRITICAL AGRICULTURAL MATERIALS 

ACT. 
Section 16(a) of the Critical Agricultural 

Materials Act (7 U.S.C. 178n(a)) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘such sums as are nec-

essary’’; and 
(2) by striking ‘‘Act’’ and all that follows 

and inserting the following: ‘‘Act— 
‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 

fiscal years 1991 through 2013; and 
‘‘(2) $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 

through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7402. EQUITY IN EDUCATIONAL LAND- 

GRANT STATUS ACT OF 1994. 
(a) DEFINITION OF 1994 INSTITUTIONS.—Sec-

tion 532 of the Equity in Educational Land- 
Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note; 
Public Law 103–382) is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘SEC. 532. DEFINITION OF 1994 INSTITUTIONS. 

‘‘In this part, the term ‘1994 Institutions’ 
means any 1 of the following: 

‘‘(1) Aaniiih Nakoda College. 
‘‘(2) Bay Mills Community College. 

‘‘(3) Blackfeet Community College. 
‘‘(4) Cankdeska Cikana Community Col-

lege. 
‘‘(5) Chief Dull Knife Memorial College. 
‘‘(6) College of Menominee Nation. 
‘‘(7) College of the Muscogee Nation. 
‘‘(8) D–Q University. 
‘‘(9) Dine College. 
‘‘(10) Fond du Lac Tribal and Community 

College. 
‘‘(11) Fort Berthold Community College. 
‘‘(12) Fort Peck Community College. 
‘‘(13) Haskell Indian Nations University. 
‘‘(14) Ilisagvik College. 
‘‘(15) Institute of American Indian and 

Alaska Native Culture and Arts Develop-
ment. 

‘‘(16) Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community 
College. 

‘‘(17) Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Commu-
nity College. 

‘‘(18) Leech Lake Tribal College. 
‘‘(19) Little Big Horn College. 
‘‘(20) Little Priest Tribal College. 
‘‘(21) Navajo Technical College. 
‘‘(22) Nebraska Indian Community College. 
‘‘(23) Northwest Indian College. 
‘‘(24) Oglala Lakota College. 
‘‘(25) Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College. 
‘‘(26) Salish Kootenai College. 
‘‘(27) Sinte Gleska University. 
‘‘(28) Sisseton Wahpeton College. 
‘‘(29) Sitting Bull College. 
‘‘(30) Southwestern Indian Polytechnic In-

stitute. 
‘‘(31) Stone Child College. 
‘‘(32) Tohono O’odham Community College. 
‘‘(33) Turtle Mountain Community College. 
‘‘(34) United Tribes Technical College. 
‘‘(35) White Earth Tribal and Community 

College.’’. 
(b) ENDOWMENT FOR 1994 INSTITUTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 533 of the Equity 

in Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 
1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note; Public Law 103–382) is 
amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)(2)(A)(ii), by striking 
‘‘of such Act as added by section 534(b)(1) of 
this part’’ and inserting ‘‘of that Act (7 
U.S.C. 343(b)(3)) and for programs for chil-
dren, youth, and families at risk and for Fed-
erally recognized tribes implemented under 
section 3(d) of that Act (7 U.S.C. 343(d))’’; and 

(B) in subsection (b), in the first sentence 
by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 3(d) 
of the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343(d)) is 
amended in the second sentence by inserting 
‘‘and, in the case of programs for children, 
youth, and families at risk and for Federally 
recognized tribes, the 1994 Institutions (as 
defined in section 532 of the Equity in Edu-
cational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 
U.S.C. 301 note; Public Law 103–382)),’’ before 
‘‘may compete for’’. 

(c) INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING 
GRANTS.—Section 535 of the Equity in Edu-
cational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 
U.S.C. 301 note; Public Law 103–382) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ each place it ap-
pears in subsections (b)(1) and (c) and insert-
ing ‘‘2018’’. 

(d) RESEARCH GRANTS.— 
(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

Section 536(c) of the Equity in Educational 
Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 
note; Public Law 103–382) is amended in the 
first sentence by striking ‘‘2012’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2018’’. 

(2) RESEARCH GRANT REQUIREMENTS.—Sec-
tion 536(b) of the Equity in Educational 
Land-Grant Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 
note; Public Law 103–382) is amended by 
striking ‘‘with at least 1 other land-grant 
college or university’’ and all that follows 
and inserting the following: ‘‘with— 

‘‘(1) the Agricultural Research Service of 
the Department of Agriculture; or 
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‘‘(2) at least 1— 
‘‘(A) other land-grant college or university 

(exclusive of another 1994 Institution); 
‘‘(B) non-land-grant college of agriculture 

(as defined in section 1404 of the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103)); 
or 

‘‘(C) cooperating forestry school (as de-
fined in that section).’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsections (a), (b), and (d)(2) take 
effect on October 1, 2013. 
SEC. 7403. RESEARCH FACILITIES ACT. 

Section 6(a) of the Research Facilities Act 
(7 U.S.C. 390d(a)) is amended by striking 
‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7404. COMPETITIVE, SPECIAL, AND FACILI-

TIES RESEARCH GRANT ACT. 
Section 2 of the Competitive, Special, and 

Facilities Research Grant Act (7 U.S.C. 450i) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(11)(A)— 
(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 
(B) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘integrated re-

search’’ and all that follows through ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting ‘‘integrated research, exten-
sion, and education activities; and’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(l) STREAMLINING GRANT APPLICATION 

PROCESS.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this subsection, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 
that includes— 

‘‘(1) an analysis of barriers that exist in 
the competitive grants process administered 
by the National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture that prevent eligible institutions and 
organizations with limited institutional ca-
pacity from successfully applying and com-
peting for competitive grants; and 

‘‘(2) specific recommendations for future 
steps that the Department can take to 
streamline the competitive grants applica-
tion process so as to remove the barriers and 
increase the success rates of applicants de-
scribed in paragraph (1).’’. 
SEC. 7405. ENHANCED USE LEASE AUTHORITY 

PILOT PROGRAM UNDER DEPART-
MENT OF AGRICULTURE REORGA-
NIZATION ACT OF 1994. 

Section 308(b)(6) of the Department of Ag-
riculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 
3125a note; Public Law 103–354) is amended by 
striking subparagraph (A) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(A) on September 30, 2018; or’’. 
SEC. 7406. RENEWABLE RESOURCES EXTENSION 

ACT OF 1978. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

Section 6 of the Renewable Resources Exten-
sion Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 1675) is amended in 
the first sentence by striking ‘‘2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2018’’. 

(b) TERMINATION DATE.—Section 8 of the 
Renewable Resources Extension Act of 1978 
(16 U.S.C. 1671 note; Public Law 95–306) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7407. NATIONAL AQUACULTURE ACT OF 1980. 

Section 10 of the National Aquaculture Act 
of 1980 (16 U.S.C. 2809) is amended by striking 
‘‘2012’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 7408. BEGINNING FARMER AND RANCHER 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM UNDER 
FARM SECURITY AND RURAL IN-
VESTMENT ACT OF 2002. 

Section 7405 of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 3319f) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(8)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) beginning farmers and ranchers who 

are veterans (as defined in section 101 of title 
38, United States Code).’’; and 

(2) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); 

(3) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(h) STATE GRANTS.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In 

this subsection, the term ‘eligible entity’ 
means— 

‘‘(A) an agency of a State or political sub-
division of a State; 

‘‘(B) a national, State, or regional organi-
zation of agricultural producers; and 

‘‘(C) any other entity determined appro-
priate by the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall use such 
sums as are necessary of funds made avail-
able to carry out this section for each fiscal 
year under subsection (i) to make grants to 
States, on a competitive basis, which States 
shall use the grants to make grants to eligi-
ble entities to establish and improve farm 
safety programs at the local level.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (i) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (2))— 

(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FOR FISCAL 

YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2012’’; 
(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(iii) in subparagraph (B), by striking the 

period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) $17,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 

through 2018, to remain available until ex-
pended.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FOR FISCAL 

YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2012’’; and 
(ii) striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 

and 
(C) by striking paragraph (3). 

Subtitle E—Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008 

PART I—AGRICULTURAL SECURITY 
SEC. 7501. AGRICULTURAL BIOSECURITY COMMU-

NICATION CENTER. 
Section 14112 of the Food, Conservation, 

and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8912) is 
amended by striking subsection (c) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2008 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7502. ASSISTANCE TO BUILD LOCAL CAPAC-

ITY IN AGRICULTURAL BIOSECURITY 
PLANNING, PREPARATION, AND RE-
SPONSE. 

Section 14113 of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8913) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘such sums as may be nec-

essary’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘subsection’’ and all that 

follows and inserting the following: ‘‘sub-
section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2008 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘is au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this 
subsection’’ and all that follows and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘are authorized to be ap-
propriated to carry out this subsection— 

‘‘(1) $25,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2008 
through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 

SEC. 7503. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF AG-
RICULTURAL COUNTERMEASURES. 

Section 14121(b) of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8921(b)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘is authorized to be ap-
propriated to carry out this section’’ and all 
that follows and inserting the following: 
‘‘are authorized to be appropriated to carry 
out this section— 

‘‘(1) $50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2008 
through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7504. AGRICULTURAL BIOSECURITY GRANT 

PROGRAM. 
Section 14122(e) of the Food, Conservation, 

and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8922(e)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘such sums as are nec-
essary’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘section’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting the following: ‘‘section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2008 through 2013, to remain 
available until expended; and 

‘‘(2) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018, to remain available until ex-
pended.’’. 

PART II—MISCELLANEOUS 
SEC. 7511. GRAZINGLANDS RESEARCH LABORA-

TORY. 
Section 7502 of the Food, Conservation, and 

Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 112 
Stat. 2019) is amended by striking ‘‘for the 5- 
year period beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this Act’’ and inserting ‘‘until Sep-
tember 30, 2018’’. 
SEC. 7512. BUDGET SUBMISSION AND FUNDING. 

Section 7506 of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 7614c) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF COM-

PETITIVE PROGRAMS.—In this section, the 
term’’; and inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) COMPETITIVE PROGRAMS.—The term’’; 

and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) COVERED PROGRAM.—The term ‘covered 

program’ means— 
‘‘(A) each research program carried out by 

the Agricultural Research Service or the 
Economic Research Service for which annual 
appropriations are requested in the annual 
budget submission of the President; and 

‘‘(B) each competitive program (as defined 
in section 251(f)(1) of the Department of Agri-
culture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 
6971(f)(1))) carried out by the National Insti-
tute of Food and Agriculture for which an-
nual appropriations are requested in the an-
nual budget submission of the President. 

‘‘(3) REQUEST FOR AWARDS.—The term ‘re-
quest for awards’ means a funding announce-
ment published by the National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture that provides detailed 
information on funding opportunities at the 
Institute, including the purpose, eligibility, 
restriction, focus areas, evaluation criteria, 
regulatory information, and instructions on 
how to apply for such opportunities.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) ADDITIONAL PRESIDENTIAL BUDGET 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each year, the President 

shall submit to Congress, together with the 
annual budget submission of the President, 
the information described in paragraph (2) 
for each funding request for a covered pro-
gram. 

‘‘(2) INFORMATION DESCRIBED.—The infor-
mation described in this paragraph in-
cludes— 

‘‘(A) baseline information, including with 
respect to each covered program— 

‘‘(i) the funding level for the program for 
the fiscal year preceding the year the annual 
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budget submission of the President is sub-
mitted; 

‘‘(ii) the funding level requested in the an-
nual budget submission of the President, in-
cluding any increase or decrease in the fund-
ing level; and 

‘‘(iii) an explanation justifying any change 
from the funding level specified in clause (i) 
to the level specified in clause (ii); 

‘‘(B) with respect to each covered program 
that is carried out by the Economic Re-
search Service or the Agricultural Research 
Service, the location and staff years of the 
program; 

‘‘(C) the proposed funding levels to be allo-
cated to, and the expected publication date, 
scope, and allocation level for, each request 
for awards to be published under— 

‘‘(i) each priority area specified in section 
2(b)(2) of the Competitive, Special, and Fa-
cilities Research Grant Act (7 U.S.C. 
450i(b)(2)); 

‘‘(ii) each research and extension project 
carried out under section 1621(a) of the Food, 
Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 
1990 (7 U.S.C. 5811(a)); 

‘‘(iii) each grant awarded under section 
1672B(a) of the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
tion, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5925b(a)); 

‘‘(iv) each grant awarded under section 
412(b) of the Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Education Reform Act of 1998 (7 
U.S.C. 7632(b)); and 

‘‘(v) each grant awarded under 7405(c)(1) of 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 3319f(c)(1)); or 

‘‘(D) any other information the Secretary 
determines will increase congressional over-
sight with respect to covered programs. 

‘‘(f) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF AGRI-
CULTURE.—Each year on a date that is not 
later than the date on which the President 
submits the annual budget submission, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 
containing a description of the agricultural 
research, extension, and education activities 
carried out by the Federal Government dur-
ing the fiscal year that immediately pre-
cedes the year for which the report is sub-
mitted, including— 

‘‘(1) a review of the extent to which those 
activities— 

‘‘(A) are duplicative or overlap within the 
Department of Agriculture; or 

‘‘(B) are similar to activities carried out 
by— 

‘‘(i) other Federal agencies; 
‘‘(ii) the States (including the District of 

Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and other territories or possessions of 
the United States); 

‘‘(iii) institutions of higher education (as 
defined in section 101 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001)); or 

‘‘(iv) the private sector; and 
‘‘(2) for each report submitted under this 

section on or after January 1, 2014, a 5-year 
projection of national priorities with respect 
to agricultural research, extension, and edu-
cation, taking into account both domestic 
and international needs.’’. 
SEC. 7513. NATURAL PRODUCTS RESEARCH PRO-

GRAM. 
Section 7525 of the Food, Conservation, and 

Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 5937) is amended 
by striking subsection (e) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $7,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 7514. SUN GRANT PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7526 of the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 8114) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(4)(B), by striking ‘‘the 
Department of Energy’’ and inserting ‘‘other 

appropriate Federal agencies (as determined 
by the Secretary)’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘at 

South Dakota State University’’; 
(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘at 

the University of Tennessee at Knoxville’’; 
(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘at 

Oklahoma State University’’; 
(D) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘at 

Oregon State University’’; 
(E) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘at 

Cornell University’’; and 
(F) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘at 

the University of Hawaii’’; 
(3) in subsection (c)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking 

‘‘multistate’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘technology implementation’’ and inserting 
‘‘integrated, multistate research, extension, 
and education programs on technology devel-
opment and technology implementation’’; 

(B) by striking subparagraph (C); and 
(C) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as 

subparagraph (C); 
(4) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘gasification’’ and inserting 

‘‘bioproducts’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘the Department of En-

ergy’’ and inserting ‘‘other appropriate Fed-
eral agencies’’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (2); 
(C) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4) 

as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively; and 
(D) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘in ac-

cordance with paragraph (2)’’; and 
(5) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 

inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 

7526(f) of the Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8114(f)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (c)(1)(D)(i)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (c)(1)(C)(i)’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (d)(1)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(d)’’. 

Subtitle F—Miscellaneous 
SEC. 7601. FOUNDATION FOR FOOD AND AGRI-

CULTURE RESEARCH. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) BOARD.—The term ‘‘Board’’ means the 

Board of Directors described in subsection 
(e). 

(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 
means the Department of Agriculture. 

(3) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’’ 
means the Foundation for Food and Agri-
culture Research established under sub-
section (b). 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-

lish a nonprofit corporation to be known as 
the ‘‘Foundation for Food and Agriculture 
Research’’. 

(2) STATUS.—The Foundation shall not be 
an agency or instrumentality of the United 
States Government. 

(c) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Foun-
dation shall be— 

(1) to advance the research mission of the 
Department by supporting agricultural re-
search activities focused on addressing key 
problems of national and international sig-
nificance including— 

(A) plant health, production, and plant 
products; 

(B) animal health, production, and prod-
ucts; 

(C) food safety, nutrition, and health; 
(D) renewable energy, natural resources, 

and the environment; 
(E) agricultural and food security; 
(F) agriculture systems and technology; 

and 

(G) agriculture economics and rural com-
munities; and 

(2) to foster collaboration with agricul-
tural researchers from the Federal Govern-
ment, institutions of higher education, in-
dustry, and nonprofit organizations. 

(d) DUTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation shall— 
(A) award grants to, or enter into con-

tracts, memoranda of understanding, or co-
operative agreements with, scientists and 
entities, which may include agricultural re-
search agencies in the Department, univer-
sity consortia, public-private partnerships, 
institutions of higher education, nonprofit 
organizations, and industry, to efficiently 
and effectively advance the goals and prior-
ities of the Foundation; 

(B) in consultation with the Secretary— 
(i) identify existing and proposed Federal 

intramural and extramural research and de-
velopment programs relating to the purposes 
of the Foundation described in subsection 
(c); and 

(ii) coordinate Foundation activities with 
those programs so as to minimize duplica-
tion of existing efforts; 

(C) identify unmet and emerging agricul-
tural research needs after reviewing the 
Roadmap for Agricultural Research, Edu-
cation and Extension as required by section 
7504 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 7614a); 

(D) facilitate technology transfer and re-
lease of information and data gathered from 
the activities of the Foundation to the agri-
cultural research community; 

(E) promote and encourage the develop-
ment of the next generation of agricultural 
research scientists; and 

(F) carry out such other activities as the 
Board determines to be consistent with the 
purposes of the Foundation. 

(2) AUTHORITY.—Subject to paragraph (3), 
the Foundation shall be the sole entity re-
sponsible for carrying out the duties enumer-
ated in this subsection. 

(3) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER ACTIVITIES.— 
The activities described in paragraph (1) 
shall be supplemental to any other activities 
at the Department and shall not preempt 
any authority or responsibility of the De-
partment under another provision of law. 

(e) BOARD OF DIRECTORS.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Foundation shall 

be governed by a Board of Directors. 
(2) COMPOSITION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall be com-

posed of appointed and ex-officio, nonvoting 
members. 

(B) EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS.—The ex-officio 
members of the Board shall be the following 
individuals or designees: 

(i) The Secretary. 
(ii) The Under Secretary of Agriculture for 

Research, Education, and Economics. 
(iii) The Administrator of the Agricultural 

Research Service. 
(iv) The Director of the National Institute 

of Food and Agriculture. 
(v) The Director of the National Science 

Foundation. 
(C) APPOINTED MEMBERS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The ex-officio members of 

the Board under subparagraph (B) shall, by 
majority vote, appoint to the Board 15 indi-
viduals, of whom— 

(I) 8 shall be selected from a list of can-
didates to be provided by the National Acad-
emy of Sciences; and 

(II) 7 shall be selected from lists of can-
didates provided by industry. 

(ii) REQUIREMENTS.— 
(I) EXPERTISE.—The ex-officio members 

shall ensure that a majority of the members 
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of the Board have actual experience in agri-
cultural research and, to the extent prac-
ticable, represent diverse sectors of agri-
culture. 

(II) LIMITATION.—No employee of the Fed-
eral Government may serve as an appointed 
member of the Board under this subpara-
graph. 

(III) NOT FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.—Appoint-
ment to the Board under this subparagraph 
shall not constitute Federal employment. 

(iii) AUTHORITY.—All appointed members of 
the Board shall be voting members. 

(D) CHAIR.—The Board shall, from among 
the members of the Board, designate an indi-
vidual to serve as Chair of the Board. 

(3) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 60 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall convene a meeting of the 
ex-officio members of the Board— 

(A) to incorporate the Foundation; and 
(B) to appoint the members of the Board in 

accordance with paragraph (2)(C)(i). 
(4) DUTIES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall— 
(i) establish bylaws for the Foundation 

that, at a minimum, include— 
(I) policies for the selection of future 

Board members, officers, employees, agents, 
and contractors of the Foundation; 

(II) policies, including ethical standards, 
for— 

(aa) the acceptance, solicitation, and dis-
position of donations and grants to the 
Foundation; and 

(bb) the disposition of assets of the Foun-
dation, including appropriate limits on the 
ability of donors to designate, by stipulation 
or restriction, the use or recipient of donated 
funds; 

(III) policies that would subject all em-
ployees, fellows, trainees, and other agents 
of the Foundation (including members of the 
Board) to the conflict of interest standards 
under section 208 of title 18, United States 
Code; 

(IV) policies for writing, editing, printing, 
publishing, and vending of books and other 
materials; 

(V) policies for the conduct of the general 
operations of the Foundation, including a 
cap on administrative expenses for recipients 
of a grant, contract, or cooperative agree-
ment from the Foundation; and 

(VI) specific duties for the Executive Di-
rector; 

(ii) prioritize and provide overall direction 
for the activities of the Foundation; 

(iii) evaluate the performance of the Exec-
utive Director; and 

(iv) carry out any other necessary activi-
ties regarding the Foundation. 

(B) ESTABLISHMENT OF BYLAWS.—In estab-
lishing bylaws under subparagraph (A)(i), the 
Board shall ensure that the bylaws do not— 

(i) reflect unfavorably on the ability of the 
Foundation to carry out the duties of the 
Foundation in a fair and objective manner; 
or 

(ii) compromise, or appear to compromise, 
the integrity of any governmental agency or 
program, or any officer or employee em-
ployed by or involved in a governmental 
agency or program. 

(5) TERMS AND VACANCIES.— 
(A) TERMS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The term of each member 

of the Board appointed under paragraph 
(2)(C) shall be 5 years. 

(ii) PARTIAL TERMS.—If a member of the 
Board does not serve the full term applicable 
under clause (i), the individual appointed to 
fill the resulting vacancy shall be appointed 
for the remainder of the term of the prede-
cessor of the individual. 

(iii) TRANSITION.—A member of the Board 
may continue to serve after the expiration of 

the term of the member until a successor is 
appointed. 

(B) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the mem-
bership of the Board shall be filled in the 
manner in which the original position was 
made and shall not affect the power of the 
remaining members to execute the duties of 
the Board. 

(6) COMPENSATION.—Members of the Board 
may not receive compensation for service on 
the Board but may be reimbursed for travel, 
subsistence, and other necessary expenses in-
curred in carrying out the duties of the 
Board. 

(7) MEETINGS AND QUORUM.—A majority of 
the members of the Board shall constitute a 
quorum for purposes of conducting business 
of the Board. 

(f) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall hire an 

Executive Director who shall carry out such 
duties and responsibilities as the Board may 
prescribe. 

(B) SERVICE.—The Executive Director shall 
serve at the pleasure of the Board. 

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sec-

tion, the Board, acting through the Execu-
tive Director, may— 

(i) adopt, alter, and use a corporate seal, 
which shall be judicially noticed; 

(ii) hire, promote, compensate, and dis-
charge 1 or more officers, employees, and 
agents, as may be necessary, and define the 
duties of the officers, employees, and agents; 

(iii) solicit and accept any funds, gifts, 
grants, devises, or bequests of real or per-
sonal property made to the Foundation, in-
cluding such support from private entities; 

(iv) prescribe the manner in which— 
(I) real or personal property of the Founda-

tion is acquired, held, and transferred; 
(II) general operations of the Foundation 

are to be conducted; and 
(III) the privileges granted to the Board by 

law are exercised and enjoyed; 
(v) with the consent of the applicable exec-

utive department or independent agency, use 
the information, services, and facilities of 
the department or agency in carrying out 
this section; 

(vi) enter into contracts with public and 
private organizations for the writing, edit-
ing, printing, and publishing of books and 
other material; 

(vii) hold, administer, invest, and spend 
any gift, devise, or bequest of real or per-
sonal property made to the Foundation; 

(viii) enter into such contracts, leases, co-
operative agreements, and other trans-
actions as the Board considers appropriate to 
conduct the activities of the Foundation; 

(ix) modify or consent to the modification 
of any contract or agreement to which the 
Foundation is a party or in which the Foun-
dation has an interest; 

(x) take such action as may be necessary 
to obtain patents and licenses for devices 
and procedures developed by the Foundation 
and employees of the Foundation; 

(xi) sue and be sued in the corporate name 
of the Foundation, and complain and defend 
in courts of competent jurisdiction; 

(xii) appoint other groups of advisors as 
may be determined necessary to carry out 
the functions of the Foundation; and 

(xiii) exercise such other incidental powers 
as are necessary to carry out the duties and 
functions of the Foundation in accordance 
with this section. 

(B) LIMITATION.—No appointed member of 
the Board or officer or employee of the Foun-
dation or of any program established by the 
Foundation (other than ex-officio members 
of the Board) shall exercise administrative 
control over any Federal employee. 

(3) RECORDS.— 

(A) AUDITS.—The Foundation shall— 
(i) provide for annual audits of the finan-

cial condition of the Foundation; and 
(ii) make the audits, and all other records, 

documents, and other papers of the Founda-
tion, available to the Secretary and the 
Comptroller General of the United States for 
examination or audit. 

(B) REPORTS.— 
(i) ANNUAL REPORT ON FOUNDATION.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 months 

following the end of each fiscal year, the 
Foundation shall publish a report for the 
preceding fiscal year that includes— 

(aa) a description of Foundation activities, 
including accomplishments; and 

(bb) a comprehensive statement of the op-
erations and financial condition of the Foun-
dation. 

(II) FINANCIAL CONDITION.—Each report 
under subclause (I) shall include a descrip-
tion of all gifts or grants to the Foundation 
of real or personal property or money, which 
shall include— 

(aa) the source of the gifts or grants; and 
(bb) any restrictions on the purposes for 

which the gift or grant may be used. 
(III) AVAILABILITY.—The Foundation 

shall— 
(aa) make copies of each report submitted 

under subclause (I) available for public in-
spection; and 

(bb) on request, provide a copy of the re-
port to any individual. 

(IV) PUBLIC MEETING.—The Board shall 
hold an annual public meeting to summarize 
the activities of the Foundation. 

(ii) GRANT REPORTING.—Any recipient of a 
grant under subsection (d)(1)(A) shall provide 
the Foundation with a report at the conclu-
sion of any research or studies conducted the 
describes the results of the research or stud-
ies, including any data generated. 

(4) INTEGRITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—To ensure integrity in 

the operations of the Foundation, the Board 
shall develop and enforce procedures relating 
to standards of conduct, financial disclosure 
statements, conflict of interest (including 
recusal and waiver rules), audits, and any 
other matters determined appropriate by the 
Board. 

(B) FINANCIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.— 
Any individual who is an officer, employee, 
or member of the Board is prohibited from 
any participation in deliberations by the 
Foundation of a matter that would directly 
or predictably affect any financial interest 
of— 

(i) the individual; 
(ii) a relative (as defined in section 109 of 

the Ethics in Government Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.)) of that individual; or 

(iii) a business organization or other entity 
in which the individual has an interest, in-
cluding an organization or other entity with 
which the individual is negotiating employ-
ment. 

(5) INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY.—The Board 
shall adopt written standards to govern own-
ership of any intellectual property rights de-
rived from the collaborative efforts of the 
Foundation. 

(6) LIABILITY.—The United States shall not 
be liable for any debts, defaults, acts, or 
omissions of the Foundation nor shall the 
full faith and credit of the United States ex-
tend to any obligations of the Foundation. 

(g) FUNDS.— 
(1) MANDATORY FUNDING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—On October 1, 2013, of the 

funds of the Commodity Credit Corporation, 
the Secretary shall transfer to the Founda-
tion to carry out this section $200,000,000, to 
remain available until expended under the 
conditions described in subparagraph (B). 
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(B) CONDITIONS ON EXPENDITURE.—The 

Foundation may use the funds made avail-
able under subparagraph (A) to carry out the 
purposes of the Foundation only to the ex-
tent that the Foundation secures an equal 
amount of non-Federal matching funds for 
each expenditure. 

(C) PROHIBITION ON CONSTRUCTION.—None of 
the funds made available under subparagraph 
(A) may be used for construction. 

(2) SEPARATION OF FUNDS.—The Executive 
Director shall ensure that any funds received 
under paragraph (1) are held in separate ac-
counts from funds received from nongovern-
mental entities as described in subsection 
(f)(2)(A)(iii). 
SEC. 7602. AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD LAW RE-

SEARCH, LEGAL TOOLS, AND INFOR-
MATION. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) the farms, ranches, and forests of the 

United States are impacted by a complex and 
rapidly evolving web of competition and 
international, Federal, State, and local laws 
(including regulations); 

(2) objective, scholarly, and authoritative 
agricultural and food law research, legal 
tools, and information helps the farm, ranch, 
and forestry community contribute to the 
strength of the United States through im-
proved conservation, environmental protec-
tion, job creation, economic development, 
renewable energy production, outdoor rec-
reational opportunities, and increased and 
diversified local and regional supplies of 
food, fiber, and fuel; and 

(3) the vast agricultural community of the 
United States, including farmers, ranchers, 
foresters, attorneys, policymakers, and ex-
tension personnel, need access to agricul-
tural and food law research and information 
provided by an objective, scholarly, and neu-
tral source. 

(b) PARTNERSHIPS.—The Secretary, acting 
through the National Agricultural Library, 
shall support the dissemination of objective, 
scholarly, and authoritative agricultural and 
food law research, legal tools, and informa-
tion by entering into cooperative agreements 
with institutions of higher education that on 
the date of enactment of this Act are car-
rying out objective programs for research, 
legal tools, and information in agricultural 
and food law. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
For each fiscal year, the Secretary may use 
not more than $5,000,000 of the amounts made 
available to the National Agricultural Li-
brary to carry out this section. 

TITLE VIII—FORESTRY 
Subtitle A—Repeal of Certain Forestry 

Programs 
SEC. 8001. FOREST LAND ENHANCEMENT PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 4 of the Cooperative 

Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 
2103) is repealed. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 8002 
of the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–171; 16 U.S.C. 2103 
note) is amended by striking subsection (a). 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 8002. HISPANIC-SERVING INSTITUTION AG-

RICULTURAL LAND NATIONAL RE-
SOURCES LEADERSHIP PROGRAM. 

(a) REPEAL.—Section 8402 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (16 U.S.C. 
1649a) is repealed. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 
SEC. 8003. TRIBAL WATERSHED FORESTRY AS-

SISTANCE PROGRAM. 
(a) REPEAL.—Section 303 of the Healthy 

Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 
6542) is repealed. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on Oc-
tober 1, 2013. 

Subtitle B—Reauthorization of Cooperative 
Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 Programs 

SEC. 8101. STATE-WIDE ASSESSMENT AND STRAT-
EGIES FOR FOREST RESOURCES. 

Section 2A(f)(1) of the Cooperative For-
estry Assistance Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 
2101a(f)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

Subtitle C—Reauthorization of Other 
Forestry-Related Laws 

SEC. 8201. RURAL REVITALIZATION TECH-
NOLOGIES. 

Section 2371(d)(2) of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
6601(d)(2)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 8202. OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL FOR-

ESTRY. 
Section 2405(d) of the Global Climate 

Change Prevention Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
6704(d)) is amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 8203. INSECT AND DISEASE INFESTATION. 

Title VI of the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 602. DESIGNATION OF TREATMENT AREAS. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF DECLINING FOREST 
HEALTH.—In this section, the term ‘declining 
forest health’ means a forest that is experi-
encing— 

‘‘(1) substantially increased tree mortality 
due to insect or disease infestation; or 

‘‘(2) dieback due to infestation or defolia-
tion by insects or disease. 

‘‘(b) DESIGNATION OF TREATMENT AREAS.— 
‘‘(1) INITIAL AREAS.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of enactment of the Agri-
culture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, 
the Secretary shall, if requested by the Gov-
ernor of the State, designate as part of an in-
sect and disease treatment program 1 or 
more subwatersheds (sixth-level hydrologic 
units, according to the System of Hydrologic 
Unit Codes of the United States Geological 
Survey) in at least 1 national forest in each 
State that is experiencing an insect or dis-
ease epidemic. 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL AREAS.—After the end of 
the 60-day period described in paragraph (1), 
the Secretary may designate additional sub-
watersheds under this section as needed to 
address insect or disease threats. 

‘‘(c) REQUIREMENTS.—To be designated a 
subwatershed under subsection (b), the sub-
watershed shall be— 

‘‘(1) experiencing declining forest health, 
based on annual forest health surveys con-
ducted by the Secretary; 

‘‘(2) at risk of experiencing substantially 
increased tree mortality over the next 15 
years due to insect or disease infestation, 
based on the most recent National Insect and 
Disease Risk Map published by the Forest 
Service; or 

‘‘(3) in an area in which the risk of hazard 
trees poses an imminent risk to public infra-
structure, health, or safety. 

‘‘(d) TREATMENT OF AREAS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may carry 

out priority projects on Federal land in the 
subwatersheds designated under subsection 
(b) to reduce the risk or extent of, or in-
crease the resilience to, insect or disease in-
festation in the subwatersheds. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITY.—Any project under para-
graph (1) for which a public notice to initiate 
scoping is issued on or before September 30, 
2018, may be carried out in accordance with 
subsections (b), (c), and (d) of section 102, and 
sections 104, 105, and 106. 

‘‘(3) EFFECT.—Projects carried out under 
this subsection shall be considered author-

ized hazardous fuel reduction projects for 
purposes of the authorities described in para-
graph (2). 

‘‘(4) REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 
2018, the Secretary shall issue a report on ac-
tions taken to carry out this subsection, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(A) an evaluation of the progress towards 
project goals; and 

‘‘(B) recommendations for modifications to 
the projects and management treatments. 

‘‘(e) TREE RETENTION.—The Secretary shall 
carry out projects under subsection (d) in a 
manner that maximizes the retention of old- 
growth and large trees, as appropriate for 
the forest type, to the extent that the trees 
promote stands that are resilient to insects 
and disease. 

‘‘(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $200,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 8204. STEWARDSHIP END RESULT CON-

TRACTING PROJECTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title VI of the Healthy 

Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 
6591) (as amended by section 8203) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 603. STEWARDSHIP END RESULT CON-

TRACTING PROJECTS. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) CHIEF.—The term ‘Chief’ means the 

Chief of the Forest Service. 
‘‘(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘Director’ means 

the Director of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. 

‘‘(b) PROJECTS.—The Chief and the Direc-
tor, via agreement or contract as appro-
priate, may enter into stewardship con-
tracting projects with private persons or 
other public or private entities to perform 
services to achieve land management goals 
for the national forests and the public lands 
that meet local and rural community needs. 

‘‘(c) LAND MANAGEMENT GOALS.—The land 
management goals of a project under sub-
section (b) may include— 

‘‘(1) road and trail maintenance or obliter-
ation to restore or maintain water quality; 

‘‘(2) soil productivity, habitat for wildlife 
and fisheries, or other resource values; 

‘‘(3) setting of prescribed fires to improve 
the composition, structure, condition, and 
health of stands or to improve wildlife habi-
tat; 

‘‘(4) removing vegetation or other activi-
ties to promote healthy forest stands, reduce 
fire hazards, or achieve other land manage-
ment objectives; 

‘‘(5) watershed restoration and mainte-
nance; 

‘‘(6) restoration and maintenance of wild-
life and fish; or 

‘‘(7) control of noxious and exotic weeds 
and reestablishing native plant species. 

‘‘(d) AGREEMENTS OR CONTRACTS.— 
‘‘(1) PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE.—A source 

for performance of an agreement or contract 
under subsection (b) shall be selected on a 
best-value basis, including consideration of 
source under other public and private agree-
ments or contracts. 

‘‘(2) CONTRACT FOR SALE OF PROPERTY.—A 
contract entered into under this section 
may, at the discretion of the Secretary of 
Agriculture, be considered a contract for the 
sale of property under such terms as the Sec-
retary may prescribe without regard to any 
other provision of law. 

‘‘(3) TERM.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Chief and the Director 
may enter into a contract under subsection 
(b) in accordance with section 3903 of title 41, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(B) MAXIMUM.—The period of the contract 
under subsection (b) may exceed 5 years but 
may not exceed 10 years. 
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‘‘(4) OFFSETS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Chief and the Direc-

tor may apply the value of timber or other 
forest products removed as an offset against 
the cost of services received under the agree-
ment or contract described in subsection (b). 

‘‘(B) METHODS OF APPRAISAL.—The value of 
timber or other forest products used as an 
offset under subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) shall be determined using appropriate 
methods of appraisal commensurate with the 
quantity of products to be removed; and 

‘‘(ii) may— 
‘‘(I) be determined using a unit of measure 

appropriate to the contracts; and 
‘‘(II) may include valuing products on a 

per-acre basis. 
‘‘(5) RELATION TO OTHER LAWS.—Notwith-

standing subsections (d) and (g) of section 14 
of the National Forest Management Act of 
1976 (16 U.S.C. 472a), the Chief may enter into 
an agreement or contract under subsection 
(b). 

‘‘(6) CONTRACTING OFFICER.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary or the Secretary of the Interior may 
determine the appropriate contracting offi-
cer to enter into and administer an agree-
ment or contract under subsection (b). 

‘‘(e) RECEIPTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief and the Direc-

tor may collect monies from an agreement 
or contract under subsection (b) if the collec-
tion is a secondary objective of negotiating 
the contract that will best achieve the pur-
poses of this section. 

‘‘(2) USE.—Monies from an agreement or 
contract under subsection (b)— 

‘‘(A) may be retained by the Chief and the 
Director; and 

‘‘(B) shall be available for expenditure 
without further appropriation at the project 
site from which the monies are collected or 
at another project site. 

‘‘(3) RELATION TO OTHER LAWS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the value of services 
received by the Chief or the Director under a 
stewardship contract project conducted 
under this section, and any payments made 
or resources provided by the contractor, 
Chief, or Director shall not be considered 
monies received from the National Forest 
System or the public lands. 

‘‘(B) KNUTSON-VANDERBERG ACT.—The Act 
of June 9, 1930 (commonly known as the 
‘Knutson-Vanderberg Act’) (16 U.S.C. 576 et 
seq.) shall not apply to any agreement or 
contract under subsection (b). 

‘‘(f) COSTS OF REMOVAL.—Notwithstanding 
the fact that a contractor did not harvest 
the timber, the Chief may collect deposits 
from a contractor covering the costs of re-
moval of timber or other forest products 
under— 

‘‘(1) the Act of August 11, 1916 (16 U.S.C. 
490); and 

‘‘(2) the Act of June 30, 1914 (16 U.S.C. 498). 
‘‘(g) PERFORMANCE AND PAYMENT GUARAN-

TEES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief and the Direc-

tor may require performance and payment 
bonds under sections 28.103–2 and 28.103–3 of 
the Federal Acquisition Regulation, in an 
amount that the contracting officer con-
siders sufficient to protect the investment in 
receipts by the Federal Government gen-
erated by the contractor from the estimated 
value of the forest products to be removed 
under a contract under subsection (b). 

‘‘(2) EXCESS OFFSET VALUE.—If the offset 
value of the forest products exceeds the 
value of the resource improvement treat-
ments, the Chief and the Director may— 

‘‘(A) collect any residual receipts under the 
Act of June 9, 1930 (commonly known as the 
‘Knutson-Vanderberg Act’) (16 U.S.C. 576 et 
seq.); and 

‘‘(B) apply the excess to other authorized 
stewardship projects. 

‘‘(h) MONITORING AND EVALUATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief and the Direc-

tor shall establish a multiparty monitoring 
and evaluation process that accesses the 
stewardship contracting projects conducted 
under this section. 

‘‘(2) PARTICIPANTS.—Other than the Chief 
and Director, participants in the process de-
scribed in paragraph (1) may include— 

‘‘(A) any cooperating governmental agen-
cies, including tribal governments; and 

‘‘(B) any other interested groups or indi-
viduals. 

‘‘(i) REPORTING.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this section, 
and annually thereafter, the Chief and the 
Director shall report to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the 
Senate and the Committee on Agriculture of 
the House of Representatives on— 

‘‘(1) the status of development, execution, 
and administration of agreements or con-
tracts under subsection (b); 

‘‘(2) the specific accomplishments that 
have resulted; and 

‘‘(3) the role of local communities in the 
development of agreements or contract 
plans.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 347 
of the Department of the Interior and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 1999 (16 
U.S.C. 2104 note; Public Law 105–277) is re-
pealed. 
SEC. 8205. HEALTHY FORESTS RESERVE PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) DEFINITION OF ACREAGE OWNED BY IN-

DIAN TRIBES.—Section 502(e)(3) of the 
Healthy Forests Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. 
6572(e)(3)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘clauses (i) and (ii)’’; 

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) 
through (C) as clauses (i) through (iii), re-
spectively, and indenting appropriately; and 

(3) by striking ‘‘In the case of’’ and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(A) DEFINITION OF ACREAGE OWNED BY IN-
DIAN TRIBES.—In this paragraph, the term 
‘acreage owned by Indian tribes’ includes— 

‘‘(i) land that is held in trust by the United 
States for Indian tribes or individual Indi-
ans; 

‘‘(ii) land, the title to which is held by In-
dian tribes or individual Indians subject to 
Federal restrictions against alienation or en-
cumbrance; 

‘‘(iii) land that is subject to rights of use, 
occupancy, and benefit of certain Indian 
tribes; 

‘‘(iv) land that is held in fee title by an In-
dian tribe; or 

‘‘(v) land that is owned by a native cor-
poration formed under section 17 of the Act 
of June 18, 1934 (commonly known as the ‘In-
dian Reorganization Act’) (25 U.S.C. 477) or 
section 8 of the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act (43 U.S.C. 1607); or 

‘‘(vi) a combination of 1 or more types of 
land described in clauses (i) through (v). 

‘‘(B) ENROLLMENT OF ACREAGE.—In the case 
of’’. 

(b) CHANGE IN FUNDING SOURCE FOR 
HEALTHY FORESTS RESERVE PROGRAM.—Sec-
tion 508 of the Healthy Forests Restoration 
Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6578) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘IN GEN-
ERAL’’ and inserting ‘‘FISCAL YEARS 2009 
THROUGH 2013’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (d); and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) FISCAL YEARS 2014 THROUGH 2018.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of Agriculture to carry out this 

section $9,750,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018. 

‘‘(c) ADDITIONAL SOURCE OF FUNDS.—In ad-
dition to funds appropriated pursuant to the 
authorization of appropriations in subsection 
(b) for a fiscal year, the Secretary may use 
such amount of the funds appropriated for 
that fiscal year to carry out the Soil Con-
servation and Domestic Allotment Act (16 
U.S.C. 590a et seq.) as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary to cover the cost of tech-
nical assistance, management, and enforce-
ment responsibilities for land enrolled in the 
healthy forests reserve program pursuant to 
subsections (a) and (b) of section 504.’’. 

Subtitle D—Miscellaneous Provisions 
SEC. 8301. MCINTIRE-STENNIS COOPERATIVE 

FORESTRY ACT. 
(a) 1890 WAIVERS.—Section 4 of Public Law 

87–788 (commonly known as the ‘‘McIntire- 
Stennis Cooperative Forestry Act’’) (16 
U.S.C. 582a–3) is amended by inserting ‘‘The 
matching funds requirement shall not be ap-
plicable to eligible 1890 Institutions (as de-
fined in section 2 of the Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Education Reform 
Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7601)) if the allocation is 
below $200,000.’’ before ‘‘The Secretary is au-
thorized’’ in the second sentence. 

(b) PARTICIPATION.—Section 8 of Public 
Law 87–788 (commonly known as the 
‘‘McIntire-Stennis Cooperative Forestry 
Act’’) (16 U.S.C. 582a–7) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘the Federated States of Micronesia, 
American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the District of Columbia,’’ before ‘‘and 
Guam’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section take effect on October 
1, 2013. 
SEC. 8302. REVISION OF STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 

FOREST INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS. 
(a) REVISION REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall revise the 
strategic plan for forest inventory and anal-
ysis initially prepared pursuant to section 
3(e) of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Research Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 
1642(e)) to address the requirements imposed 
by subsection (b). 

(b) ELEMENTS OF REVISED STRATEGIC 
PLAN.—In revising the strategic plan, the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall describe in de-
tail the organization, procedures, and fund-
ing needed to achieve each of the following: 

(1) Complete the transition to a fully 
annualized forest inventory program and in-
clude inventory and analysis of interior 
Alaska. 

(2) Implement an annualized inventory of 
trees in urban settings, including the status 
and trends of trees and forests, and assess-
ments of their ecosystem services, values, 
health, and risk to pests and diseases. 

(3) Report information on renewable bio-
mass supplies and carbon stocks at the local, 
State, regional, and national level, including 
by ownership type. 

(4) Engage State foresters and other users 
of information from the forest inventory and 
analysis in reevaluating the list of core data 
variables collected on forest inventory and 
analysis plots with an emphasis on dem-
onstrated need. 

(5) Improve the timeliness of the timber 
product output program and accessibility of 
the annualized information on that database. 

(6) Foster greater cooperation among the 
forest inventory and analysis program, re-
search station leaders, and State foresters 
and other users of information from the for-
est inventory and analysis. 

(7) Availability of and access to non-Fed-
eral resources to improve information anal-
ysis and information management. 

(8) Collaborate with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, National Aeronautics 
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and Space Administration, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, and United 
States Geological Survey to integrate re-
mote sensing, spatial analysis techniques, 
and other new technologies in the forest in-
ventory and analysis program. 

(9) Understand and report on changes in 
land cover and use. 

(10) Expand existing programs to promote 
sustainable forest stewardship through in-
creased understanding, in partnership with 
other Federal agencies, of the over 10 million 
family forest owners, their demographics, 
and the barriers to forest stewardship. 

(11) Implement procedures to improve the 
statistical precision of estimates at the sub- 
State level. 

(c) SUBMISSION OF REVISED STRATEGIC 
PLAN.—The Secretary of Agriculture shall 
submit the revised strategic plan to the 
Committee on Agriculture of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate. 

SEC. 8303. REIMBURSEMENT OF FIRE FUNDS. 

(a) DEFINITION OF STATE.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘State’’ means— 

(1) a State; and 
(2) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
(b) IN GENERAL.—If a State seeks reim-

bursement for amounts expended for re-
sources and services provided to another 
State for the management and suppression of 
a wildfire, the Secretary of Agriculture, sub-
ject to subsections (c) and (d)— 

(1) may accept the reimbursement amounts 
from the other State; and 

(2) shall pay those amounts to the State 
seeking reimbursement. 

(c) MUTUAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT.—As a 
condition of seeking and providing reim-
bursement under subsection (b), the State 
seeking reimbursement and the State pro-
viding reimbursement must each have a mu-
tual assistance agreement with the Forest 
Service or another Federal agency for pro-
viding and receiving wildfire management 
and suppression resources and services. 

(d) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The Secretary 
of Agriculture may prescribe the terms and 
conditions determined to be necessary to 
carry out subsection (b). 

(e) EFFECT ON PRIOR REIMBURSEMENTS.— 
Any acceptance of funds or reimbursements 
made by the Secretary of Agriculture before 
the date of enactment of this Act that other-
wise would have been authorized under this 
section shall be considered to have been 
made in accordance with this section. 

TITLE IX—ENERGY 

SEC. 9001. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 9001 of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8101) 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (9) through 
(12) and (13) and (14) as paragraphs (10) 
through (13) and (15) and (16) respectively; 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(9) FOREST PRODUCT.—The term ‘forest 
product’ means a product made from mate-
rials derived from the practice of forestry or 
the management of growing timber, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(A) pulp, paper, paperboard, pellets, lum-
ber, and wood products; and 

‘‘(B) any recycled products derived from 
forest materials.’’; and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (13) (as re-
designated by paragraph (1)) the following: 

‘‘(14) RENEWABLE CHEMICAL.—The term ‘re-
newable chemical’ means a monomer, poly-
mer, plastic, formulated product, or chem-
ical substance produced from renewable bio-
mass.’’. 

SEC. 9002. BIOBASED MARKETS PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 9002 of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8102) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)(A)(i)— 
(i) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(ii) in subclause (II)(bb), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(III) establish a targeted biobased-only 

procurement requirement under which the 
procuring agency shall issue a certain num-
ber of biobased-only contracts when the pro-
curing agency is purchasing products, or pur-
chasing services that include the use of prod-
ucts, that are included in a biobased product 
category designated by the Secretary.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in clause (v), by inserting ‘‘as deter-

mined to be necessary by the Secretary 
based on the availability of data,’’ before 
‘‘provide information’’; 

(II) by redesignating clauses (v) and (vi) as 
clauses (vii) and (viii), respectively; and 

(III) by inserting after clause (iv) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(v) require reporting of quantities and 
types of biobased products purchased by pro-
curing agencies; 

‘‘(vi) focus on products that meet the 
biobased content requirements, including 
forest products, that apply an innovative ap-
proach to growing, harvesting, sourcing, pro-
curing, processing, manufacturing, or appli-
cation of biobased products regardless of the 
date of entry of the products into the mar-
ketplace;’’; and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(F) REQUIRED DESIGNATIONS.—Not later 

than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this subparagraph, the Secretary shall begin 
to designate intermediate ingredients or 
feedstocks and assembled and finished 
biobased products in the guidelines issued 
under this paragraph.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘The Secretary’’ and insert-

ing the following: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; and 
(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) AUDITING AND COMPLIANCE.—The Sec-

retary may carry out such auditing and com-
pliance activities as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary to ensure compliance 
with subparagraph (A).’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) ASSEMBLED AND FINISHED PRODUCTS.— 

Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this paragraph, the Secretary shall 
begin issuing criteria for determining which 
assembled and finished products may qualify 
to receive the label under paragraph (1).’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsections (d), (e), (f), 
(g), and (h) as subsections (e), (f), (g), (i), and 
(j), respectively; 

(4) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) OUTREACH, EDUCATION, AND PRO-
MOTION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may en-
gage in outreach, educational, and pro-
motional activities intended to increase 
knowledge, awareness, and benefits of 
biobased products. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—In carrying 
out this subsection, the Secretary may— 

‘‘(A) conduct consumer education and out-
reach (including consumer and awareness 
surveys); 

‘‘(B) conduct outreach to and support for 
State and local governments interested in 
implementing biobased purchasing pro-
grams; 

‘‘(C) partner with industry and nonprofit 
groups to produce educational and outreach 
materials and conduct educational and out-
reach events; 

‘‘(D) sponsor special conferences and 
events to bring together buyers and sellers of 
biobased products; and 

‘‘(E) support pilot and demonstration 
projects.’’; 

(5) in subsection (h) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (3))— 

(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A) by striking ‘‘The report’’ and inserting 
‘‘Each report under paragraph (1)’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(iii) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking the 
period at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) the progress made by other Federal 

agencies in compliance with the biobased 
procurement requirements, including the 
quantity of purchases made; and 

‘‘(D) the status of outreach, educational, 
and promotional activities carried out by the 
Secretary under subsection (d), including the 
attainment of specific milestones and overall 
results.’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY AND REPORT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-

duct a study to assess the economic impact 
of the biobased products industry, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(i) the quantity of biobased products sold; 
‘‘(ii) the value of the biobased products; 
‘‘(iii) the quantity of jobs created; 
‘‘(iv) the quantity of petroleum displaced; 
‘‘(v) other environmental benefits; and 
‘‘(vi) areas in which the use or manufac-

turing of biobased products could be more ef-
fectively used, including identifying any 
technical and economic obstacles and recom-
mending how those obstacles can be over-
come. 

‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this subparagraph, 
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port describing the results of the study con-
ducted under subparagraph (A).’’. 

(6) by inserting after subsection (g) (as re-
designated by paragraph (3)) the following: 

‘‘(h) FOREST PRODUCTS LABORATORY CO-
ORDINATION.—In determining whether prod-
ucts are eligible for the ‘USDA Certified 
Biobased Product’ label, the Secretary (act-
ing through the Forest Products Laboratory) 
shall provide appropriate technical and other 
assistance to the program and applicants for 
forest products.’’; and 

(7) in subsection (j) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (3))— 

(A) in the heading of paragraph (1), by in-
serting ‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2008 THROUGH 2012’’ 
after ‘‘FUNDING’’; 

(B) in the heading of paragraph (2), by in-
serting ‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2013’’ 
after ‘‘FUNDING’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) FISCAL YEARS 2014 THROUGH 2018.—There 

is authorized to be appropriated to carry out 
this section $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(4) MANDATORY FUNDING FOR FISCAL YEARS 
2014 THROUGH 2018.—Of the funds of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation, the Secretary 
shall use to carry out this section $3,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
944(c)(2)(A) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
(42 U.S.C. 16253(c)(2)(A)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘section 9002(h)(1)’’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 9002(b)’’. 
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SEC. 9003. BIOREFINERY, RENEWABLE CHEM-

ICAL, AND BIOBASED PRODUCT 
MANUFACTURING ASSISTANCE. 

(a) PROGRAM ADJUSTMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 9003 of the Farm 

Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8103) is amended— 

(A) in the section heading, by inserting ‘‘, 
RENEWABLE CHEMICAL, AND BIOBASED 
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING’’ after ‘‘BIO-
REFINERY’’; 

(B) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘renew-
able chemicals, and biobased product manu-
facturing’’ after ‘‘advanced biofuels,’’; 

(C) in subsection (b)— 
(i) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) 

as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively; and 
(ii) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as so 

redesignated) the following: 
‘‘(1) BIOBASED PRODUCT MANUFACTURING.— 

The term ‘biobased product manufacturing’ 
means development, construction, and retro-
fitting of technologically new commercial- 
scale processing and manufacturing equip-
ment and required facilities that will be used 
to convert renewable chemicals and other 
biobased outputs of biorefineries into end- 
user products on a commercial scale.’’; and 

(D) in subsection (c)— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) grants and loan guarantees to fund the 

development and construction of renewable 
chemical and biobased product manufac-
turing facilities.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on 
October 1, 2013. 

(b) FUNDING.—Section 9003(h) of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8103(h)) is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) MANDATORY FUNDING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), of the funds of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, the Secretary shall use for the 
cost of loan guarantees under this section, to 
remain available until expended— 

‘‘(i) $100,000,000 for fiscal year 2014; and 
‘‘(ii) $58,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2015 

and 2016. 
‘‘(B) BIOBASED PRODUCT MANUFACTURING.— 

Of the total amount of funds made available 
for fiscal years 2014 and 2015 under subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary use for the cost of 
loan guarantees under this section not more 
than $25,000,000 to promote biobased product 
manufacturing.’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘2013’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’. 

SEC. 9004. BIOENERGY PROGRAM FOR ADVANCED 
BIOFUELS. 

Section 9005(g) of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
8105(g)) is amended— 

(1) in the heading of paragraph (1), by in-
serting ‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2012’’ 
after ‘‘FUNDING’’; 

(2) in the heading of paragraph (2), by in-
serting ‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2013’’ 
after ‘‘FUNDING’’; 

(3) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and 

(4) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) FISCAL YEARS 2014 THROUGH 2018.—There 
is authorized to be appropriated to carry out 
this section $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2014 through 2018.’’. 

SEC. 9005. BIODIESEL FUEL EDUCATION PRO-
GRAM. 

Section 9006(d) of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
8106(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FISCAL 

YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘MAN-
DATORY FUNDING’’ ; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 
and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘fiscal 
year 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘each of fiscal years 
2014 through 2018’’. 
SEC. 9006. RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) PROGRAM ADJUSTMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 9007 of the Farm 

Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8107) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (b)(2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as 

subparagraph (E); and 
(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 

following: 
‘‘(D) a council (as defined in section 1528 of 

the Agriculture and Food Act of 1981 (16 
U.S.C. 3451)); and’’; and 

(B) in subsection (c)— 
(i) in paragraph (1)(A), by inserting ‘‘, such 

as for agricultural and associated residential 
purposes’’ after ‘‘electricity’’; 

(ii) by striking paragraph (3); 
(iii) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-

graph (3); 
(iv) in paragraph (3) (as so redesignated), 

by striking subparagraph (A) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(A) GRANTS.—The amount of a grant 
under this subsection shall not exceed the 
lesser of— 

‘‘(i) $500,000; and 
‘‘(ii) 25 percent of the cost of the activity 

carried out using funds from the grant.’’; and 
(v) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) TIERED APPLICATION PROCESS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In providing loan guar-

antees and grants under this subsection, the 
Secretary shall use a 3-tiered application 
process that reflects the size of proposed 
projects in accordance with this paragraph. 

‘‘(B) TIER 1.—The Secretary shall establish 
a separate application process for projects 
for which the cost of the activity funded 
under this subsection is not more than 
$80,000. 

‘‘(C) TIER 2.—The Secretary shall establish 
a separate application process for projects 
for which the cost of the activity funded 
under this subsection is greater than $80,000 
but less than $200,000. 

‘‘(D) TIER 3.—The Secretary shall establish 
a separate application process for projects 
for which the cost of the activity funded 
under this subsection is equal to or greater 
than $200,000. 

‘‘(E) APPLICATION PROCESS.—The Secretary 
shall establish an application, evaluation, 
and oversight process that is the most sim-
plified for tier I projects and more com-
prehensive for each subsequent tier.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on 
October 1, 2013. 

(b) FUNDING.—Section 9007(g) of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8107(g)) is amended— 

(1) in the heading of paragraph (1), by in-
serting ‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2012’’ 
after ‘‘FUNDING’’; 

(2) in the heading of paragraph (2), by in-
serting ‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2012’’ 
after ‘‘FUNDING’’; 

(3) in the heading of paragraph (3), by in-
serting ‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2013’’ 
after ‘‘FUNDING’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) FISCAL YEARS 2014 THROUGH 2018.—There 

is authorized to be appropriated to carry out 
this section $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(5) MANDATORY FUNDING FOR FISCAL YEARS 
2014 THROUGH 2018.—Of the funds of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation, the Secretary 
shall use to carry out this section $68,200,000 
for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 9007. BIOMASS RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-

MENT. 
Section 9008(h) of the Farm Security and 

Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
8108(h)) is amended— 

(1) in the heading of paragraph (1), by in-
serting ‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2012’’ 
after ‘‘FUNDING’’; 

(2) in the heading of paragraph (2), by in-
serting ‘‘FOR FISCAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2013’’ 
after ‘‘FUNDING’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) FISCAL YEARS 2014 THROUGH 2018.—There 

is authorized to be appropriated to carry out 
this section $30,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(4) MANDATORY FUNDING FOR FISCAL YEARS 
2014 THROUGH 2018.—Of the funds of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation, the Secretary 
shall use to carry out this section $26,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 9008. FEEDSTOCK FLEXIBILITY PROGRAM 

FOR BIOENERGY PRODUCERS. 
Section 9010(b) of the Farm Security and 

Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
8110(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘2013’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘2013’’ 
and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 9009. BIOMASS CROP ASSISTANCE PRO-

GRAM. 
Section 9011 of the Farm Security and 

Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8111) 
is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 9011. BIOMASS CROP ASSISTANCE PRO-

GRAM. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) BCAP.—The term ‘BCAP’ means the 

Biomass Crop Assistance Program estab-
lished under this section. 

‘‘(2) BCAP PROJECT AREA.—The term ‘BCAP 
project area’ means an area that— 

‘‘(A) has specified boundaries that are sub-
mitted to the Secretary by the project spon-
sor and subsequently approved by the Sec-
retary; 

‘‘(B) includes producers with contract acre-
age that will supply a portion of the renew-
able biomass needed by a biomass conversion 
facility; and 

‘‘(C) is physically located within an eco-
nomically practicable distance from the bio-
mass conversion facility. 

‘‘(3) CONTRACT ACREAGE.—The term ‘con-
tract acreage’ means eligible land that is 
covered by a BCAP contract entered into 
with the Secretary. 

‘‘(4) ELIGIBLE CROP.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible crop’ 

means a crop of renewable biomass. 
‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘eligible crop’ 

does not include— 
‘‘(i) any crop that is eligible to receive pay-

ments under title I of the Food, Conserva-
tion, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8702 et 
seq.) or an amendment made by that title; or 

‘‘(ii) any plant that is invasive or noxious 
or species or varieties of plants that credible 
risk assessment tools or other credible 
sources determine are potentially invasive, 
as determined by the Secretary in consulta-
tion with other appropriate Federal or State 
departments and agencies. 

‘‘(5) ELIGIBLE LAND.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible land’ 

includes— 
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‘‘(i) agricultural and nonindustrial private 

forest lands (as defined in section 5(c) of the 
Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 
(16 U.S.C. 2103a(c))); and 

‘‘(ii) land enrolled in the conservation re-
serve program established under subchapter 
B of chapter I of subtitle D of title XII of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831 et 
seq.) or the Agricultural Conservation Ease-
ment Program established under subtitle H 
of title XII of that Act under a contract that 
will expire at the end of the current fiscal 
year. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘eligible land’ 
does not include— 

‘‘(i) Federal- or State-owned land; 
‘‘(ii) land that is native sod, as of the date 

of enactment of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8701 et seq.); 

‘‘(iii) land enrolled in the conservation re-
serve program established under subchapter 
B of chapter 1 of subtitle D of title XII of the 
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3831 et 
seq.), other than land described in subpara-
graph (A)(ii); or 

‘‘(iv) land enrolled in the Agricultural Con-
servation Easement Program established 
under subtitle H of title XII of that Act, 
other than land described in subparagraph 
(A)(ii). 

‘‘(6) ELIGIBLE MATERIAL.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘eligible mate-

rial’ means renewable biomass harvested di-
rectly from the land, including crop residue 
from any crop that is eligible to receive pay-
ments under title I of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 or an 
amendment made by that title. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘eligible mate-
rial’ shall only include— 

‘‘(i) eligible material that is collected or 
harvested by the eligible material owner— 

‘‘(I) directly from— 
‘‘(aa) National Forest System; 
‘‘(bb) Bureau of Land Management land; 
‘‘(cc) non-Federal land; or 
‘‘(dd) land owned by an individual Indian 

or Indian tribe that is held in trust by the 
United States for the benefit of the indi-
vidual Indian or Indian tribe or subject to a 
restriction against alienation imposed by the 
United States; 

‘‘(II) in a manner that is consistent with— 
‘‘(aa) a conservation plan; 
‘‘(bb) a forest stewardship plan; or 
‘‘(cc) a plan that the Secretary determines 

is equivalent to a plan described in item (aa) 
or (bb) and consistent with Executive Order 
13112 (42 U.S.C. 4321 note; relating to invasive 
species); 

‘‘(ii) if woody eligible material, woody eli-
gible material that is produced on land other 
than contract acreage that— 

‘‘(I) is a byproduct of a preventative treat-
ment that is removed to reduce hazardous 
fuel or to reduce or contain disease or insect 
infestation; and 

‘‘(II) if harvested from Federal land, is har-
vested in accordance with section 102(e) of 
the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 
(16 U.S.C. 6512(e)); and 

‘‘(iii) eligible material that is delivered to 
a qualified biomass conversion facility to be 
used for heat, power, biobased products, re-
search, or advanced biofuels. 

‘‘(C) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘eligible mate-
rial’ does not include— 

‘‘(i) material that is whole grain from any 
crop that is eligible to receive payments 
under title I of the Agriculture Reform, 
Food, and Jobs Act of 2013 or an amendment 
made by that title, including— 

‘‘(I) barley, corn, grain sorghum, oats, rice, 
or wheat; 

‘‘(II) honey; 
‘‘(III) mohair; 
‘‘(IV) oilseeds, including canola, crambe, 

flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower 

seed, soybeans, sesame seed, and sunflower 
seed; 

‘‘(V) peanuts; 
‘‘(VI) pulse; 
‘‘(VII) chickpeas, lentils, and dry peas; 
‘‘(VIII) dairy products; 
‘‘(IX) sugar; and 
‘‘(X) wool and cotton boll fiber; 
‘‘(ii) animal waste and byproducts, includ-

ing fat, oil, grease, and manure; 
‘‘(iii) food waste and yard waste; 
‘‘(iv) algae; 
‘‘(v) woody eligible material that— 
‘‘(I) is removed outside contract acreage; 

and 
‘‘(II) is not a byproduct of a preventative 

treatment to reduce hazardous fuel or to re-
duce or contain disease or insect infestation; 

‘‘(vi) any woody eligible material collected 
or harvested outside contract acreage that 
would otherwise be used for existing market 
products; or 

‘‘(vii) bagasse. 
‘‘(7) PRODUCER.—The term ‘producer’ 

means an owner or operator of contract acre-
age that is physically located within a BCAP 
project area. 

‘‘(8) PROJECT SPONSOR.—The term ‘project 
sponsor’ means— 

‘‘(A) a group of producers; or 
‘‘(B) a biomass conversion facility. 
‘‘(9) SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMER OR 

RANCHER.—The term ‘socially disadvantaged 
farmer or rancher’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 2501(e) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
(7 U.S.C. 2279(e)). 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE.—The 
Secretary shall establish and administer a 
Biomass Crop Assistance Program to— 

‘‘(1) support the establishment and produc-
tion of eligible crops for conversion to bio-
energy in selected BCAP project areas; and 

‘‘(2) assist agricultural and forest land 
owners and operators with the collection, 
harvest, storage, and transportation of eligi-
ble material for use in a biomass conversion 
facility. 

‘‘(c) BCAP PROJECT AREA.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide financial assistance to a producer of an 
eligible crop in a BCAP project area. 

‘‘(2) SELECTION OF PROJECT AREAS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—To be considered for se-

lection as a BCAP project area, a project 
sponsor shall submit to the Secretary a pro-
posal that, at a minimum, includes— 

‘‘(i) a description of the eligible land and 
eligible crops of each producer that will par-
ticipate in the proposed BCAP project area; 

‘‘(ii) a letter of commitment from a bio-
mass conversion facility that the facility 
will use the eligible crops intended to be pro-
duced in the proposed BCAP project area; 

‘‘(iii) evidence that the biomass conversion 
facility has sufficient equity available, as de-
termined by the Secretary, if the biomass 
conversion facility is not operational at the 
time the proposal is submitted to the Sec-
retary; and 

‘‘(iv) any other information about the bio-
mass conversion facility or proposed biomass 
conversion facility that the Secretary deter-
mines necessary for the Secretary to be rea-
sonably assured that the plant will be in op-
eration by the date on which the eligible 
crops are ready for harvest. 

‘‘(B) BCAP PROJECT AREA SELECTION CRI-
TERIA.—In selecting BCAP project areas, the 
Secretary shall consider— 

‘‘(i) the volume of the eligible crops pro-
posed to be produced in the proposed BCAP 
project area and the probability that those 
crops will be used for the purposes of the 
BCAP; 

‘‘(ii) the volume of renewable biomass pro-
jected to be available from sources other 

than the eligible crops grown on contract 
acres; 

‘‘(iii) the anticipated economic impact in 
the proposed BCAP project area; 

‘‘(iv) the opportunity for producers and 
local investors to participate in the owner-
ship of the biomass conversion facility in the 
proposed BCAP project area; 

‘‘(v) the participation rate by— 
‘‘(I) beginning farmers or ranchers (as de-

fined in accordance with section 343(a) of the 
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1991(a))); or 

‘‘(II) socially disadvantaged farmers or 
ranchers; 

‘‘(vi) the impact on soil, water, and related 
resources; 

‘‘(vii) the variety in biomass production 
approaches within a project area, including 
(as appropriate)— 

‘‘(I) agronomic conditions; 
‘‘(II) harvest and postharvest practices; 

and 
‘‘(III) monoculture and polyculture crop 

mixes; 
‘‘(viii) the range of eligible crops among 

project areas; and 
‘‘(ix) any additional information that the 

Secretary determines to be necessary. 
‘‘(3) CONTRACT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—On approval of a BCAP 

project area by the Secretary, each producer 
in the BCAP project area shall enter into a 
contract directly with the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) MINIMUM TERMS.—At a minimum, a 
contract under this subsection shall include 
terms that cover— 

‘‘(i) an agreement to make available to the 
Secretary, or to an institution of higher edu-
cation or other entity designated by the Sec-
retary, such information as the Secretary 
considers to be appropriate to promote the 
production of eligible crops and the develop-
ment of biomass conversion technology; 

‘‘(ii) compliance with the highly erodible 
land conservation requirements of subtitle B 
of title XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(16 U.S.C. 3811 et seq.) and the wetland con-
servation requirements of subtitle C of title 
XII of that Act (16 U.S.C. 3821 et seq.); 

‘‘(iii) the implementation of (as deter-
mined by the Secretary)— 

‘‘(I) a conservation plan; 
‘‘(II) a forest stewardship plan; or 
‘‘(III) a plan that is equivalent to a con-

servation or forest stewardship plan; and 
‘‘(iv) any additional requirements that 

Secretary determines to be necessary. 
‘‘(C) DURATION.—A contract under this sub-

section shall have a term of not more than— 
‘‘(i) 5 years for annual and perennial crops; 

or 
‘‘(ii) 15 years for woody biomass. 
‘‘(4) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PROGRAMS.—In 

carrying out this subsection, the Secretary 
shall provide for the preservation of cropland 
base and yield history applicable to the land 
enrolled in a BCAP contract. 

‘‘(5) PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

make establishment and annual payments 
directly to producers to support the estab-
lishment and production of eligible crops on 
contract acreage. 

‘‘(B) AMOUNT OF ESTABLISHMENT PAY-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), the 
amount of an establishment payment under 
this subsection shall be not more than 50 
percent of the costs of establishing an eligi-
ble perennial crop covered by the contract 
but not to exceed $500 per acre, including— 

‘‘(I) the cost of seeds and stock for 
perennials; 

‘‘(II) the cost of planting the perennial 
crop, as determined by the Secretary; and 
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‘‘(III) in the case of nonindustrial private 

forestland, the costs of site preparation and 
tree planting. 

‘‘(ii) SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS OR 
RANCHERS.—In the case of socially disadvan-
taged farmers or ranchers, the costs of estab-
lishment may not exceed $750 per acre. 

‘‘(C) AMOUNT OF ANNUAL PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), the 

amount of an annual payment under this 
subsection shall be determined by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(ii) REDUCTION.—The Secretary shall re-
duce an annual payment by an amount de-
termined to be appropriate by the Secretary, 
if— 

‘‘(I) an eligible crop is used for purposes 
other than the production of energy at the 
biomass conversion facility; 

‘‘(II) an eligible crop is delivered to the 
biomass conversion facility; 

‘‘(III) the producer receives a payment 
under subsection (d); 

‘‘(IV) the producer violates a term of the 
contract; or 

‘‘(V) the Secretary determines a reduction 
is necessary to carry out this section. 

‘‘(D) EXCLUSION.—The Secretary shall not 
make any BCAP payments on land for which 
payments are received under the conserva-
tion reserve program established under sub-
chapter B of chapter 1 of subtitle D of title 
XII of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 
U.S.C. 3831 et seq.) or the agricultural con-
servation easement program established 
under subtitle H of title XII of that Act. 

‘‘(d) ASSISTANCE WITH COLLECTION, HAR-
VEST, STORAGE, AND TRANSPORTATION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make a payment for the delivery of eligible 
material to a biomass conversion facility 
to— 

‘‘(A) a producer of an eligible crop that is 
produced on BCAP contract acreage; or 

‘‘(B) a person with the right to collect or 
harvest eligible material, regardless of 
whether the eligible material is produced on 
contract acreage. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) COSTS COVERED.—A payment under 

this subsection shall be in an amount de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) for— 

‘‘(i) collection; 
‘‘(ii) harvest; 
‘‘(iii) storage; and 
‘‘(iv) transportation to a biomass conver-

sion facility. 
‘‘(B) AMOUNT.—Subject to paragraph (3), 

the Secretary may provide matching pay-
ments at a rate of up to $1 for each $1 per ton 
provided by the biomass conversion facility, 
in an amount not to exceed $20 per dry ton 
for a period of 4 years. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATION ON ASSISTANCE FOR BCAP 
CONTRACT ACREAGE.—As a condition of the 
receipt of an annual payment under sub-
section (c), a producer receiving a payment 
under this subsection for collection, harvest, 
storage, or transportation of an eligible crop 
produced on BCAP acreage shall agree to a 
reduction in the annual payment. 

‘‘(e) REPORT.—Not later than 4 years after 
the date of enactment of the Agriculture Re-
form, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on Ag-
riculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate a report on 
the dissemination by the Secretary of the 
best practice data and information gathered 
from participants receiving assistance under 
this section. 

‘‘(f) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the funds of the Com-

modity Credit Corporation, the Secretary 
shall use to carry out this section $38,600,000 
for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 

‘‘(2) COLLECTION, HARVEST, STORAGE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION PAYMENTS.—Of the amount 
made available under paragraph (1) for each 
fiscal year, the Secretary shall use not less 
than 10 percent, nor more than 50 percent, of 
the amount to make collection, harvest, 
transportation, and storage payments under 
subsection (d)(2).’’. 
SEC. 9010. REPEAL OF FOREST BIOMASS FOR EN-

ERGY. 
Section 9012 of the Farm Security and 

Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8112) 
is repealed. 
SEC. 9011. COMMUNITY WOOD ENERGY PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) DEFINITION OF BIOMASS CONSUMER COOP-

ERATIVE.—Section 9013(a) of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8113(a)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) 
as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as so 
redesignated) the following: 

‘‘(1) BIOMASS CONSUMER COOPERATIVE.—The 
term ‘biomass consumer cooperative’ means 
a consumer membership organization the 
purpose of which is to provide members with 
services or discounts relating to the pur-
chase of biomass heating products or bio-
mass heating systems.’’. 

(b) GRANT PROGRAM.—Section 9013(b)(1) of 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8113(b)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) grants of up to $50,000 to biomass con-

sumer cooperatives for the purpose of estab-
lishing or expanding biomass consumer co-
operatives that will provide consumers with 
services or discounts relating to— 

‘‘(i) the purchase of biomass heating sys-
tems; 

‘‘(ii) biomass heating products, including 
wood chips, wood pellets, and advanced 
biofuels; or 

‘‘(iii) the delivery and storage of biomass 
of heating products.’’. 

(c) MATCHING FUNDS.—Section 9013(d) of 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8113(d)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘A State or local govern-
ment that receives a grant under subsection 
(b)’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.—A 
State or local government that receives a 
grant under subparagraph (A) or (B) of sub-
section (b)(1)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) BIOMASS CONSUMER COOPERATIVES.—A 

biomass consumer cooperative that receives 
a grant under subsection (b)(1)(C) shall con-
tribute an amount of non-Federal funds 
(which may include State, local, and non-
profit funds and membership dues) toward 
the establishment or expansion of a biomass 
consumer cooperative that is at least equal 
to 50 percent of the amount of Federal funds 
received for that purpose.’’. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Section 9013(e) of the Farm Security and 
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
8113(e)) is amended by striking ‘‘2013’’ and in-
serting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 9012. REPEAL OF RENEWABLE FERTILIZER 

STUDY. 
Section 9003 of the Food, Conservation, and 

Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 122 
Stat. 2096) is repealed. 

TITLE X—HORTICULTURE 
SEC. 10001. SPECIALTY CROPS MARKET NEWS AL-

LOCATION. 
Section 10107(b) of the Food, Conservation, 

and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 1622b(b)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 

SEC. 10002. REPEAL OF GRANT PROGRAM TO IM-
PROVE MOVEMENT OF SPECIALTY 
CROPS. 

Section 10403 of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 1622c) is re-
pealed. 
SEC. 10003. FARMERS MARKET AND LOCAL FOOD 

PROMOTION PROGRAM. 
Section 6 of the Farmer-to-Consumer Di-

rect Marketing Act of 1976 (7 U.S.C. 3005) is 
amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by adding ‘‘AND 
LOCAL FOOD’’ after ‘‘MARKET’’; 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘and Local Food’’ after 

‘‘Market’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘farmers’ markets and to 

promote’’; and 
(C) by inserting ‘‘and local food capacity 

development’’ before the period at the end; 
(3) in subsection (b), by striking paragraph 

(1) and inserting the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The purposes of the Pro-

gram are to increase domestic consumption 
of and access to locally and regionally pro-
duced agricultural products by developing, 
improving, expanding, and providing out-
reach, training, and technical assistance to, 
or assisting in the development, improve-
ment and expansion of— 

‘‘(A) domestic farmers’ markets, roadside 
stands, community-supported agriculture 
programs, agritourism activities, and other 
direct producer-to-consumer market oppor-
tunities; and 

‘‘(B) local and regional food enterprises 
that are not direct producer-to-consumer 
markets but process, distribute, aggregate, 
store, and market locally or regionally pro-
duced food products.’’; 

(4) in subsection (c)(1)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘or other business entity’’ 

after ‘‘cooperative’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘, including a community 

supported agriculture network or associa-
tion’’ after ‘‘association’’; 

(5) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); 

(6) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(e) PRIORITIES.—In providing grants under 
the Program, priority shall be given to appli-
cations that include projects that— 

‘‘(1) benefit underserved communities; 
‘‘(2) develop market opportunities for 

small and mid-sized farm and ranch oper-
ations; and 

‘‘(3) include a strategic plan to maximize 
the use of funds to build capacity for local 
and regional food systems in a community.’’; 

(7) in subsection (f) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (5))— 

(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FISCAL 

YEARS 2008 THROUGH 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘MAN-
DATORY FUNDING’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon at the end; 

(iii) in subparagraph (C), by striking the 
period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 

through 2018.’’; 
(B) by striking paragraphs (3) and (5); 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 

addition to funds made available under para-
graph (1), there is authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out this section $20,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’; 
and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) USE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the funds made avail-

able to carry out the Program for each fiscal 
year, 50 percent shall be used for the pur-
poses described in subsection (b)(1)(A) and 50 
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percent shall be used for the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1)(B). 

‘‘(B) COST SHARE.—To be eligible to receive 
a grant for a project described in subsection 
(b)(1)(B), a recipient shall provide a match in 
the form of cash or in-kind contributions in 
an amount equal to 25 percent of the total 
cost of the project. 

‘‘(6) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Not more 
than 10 percent of the total amount made 
available to carry out this section for a fis-
cal year may be used for administrative ex-
penses. 

‘‘(7) LIMITATIONS.—An eligible entity may 
not use a grant or other assistance provided 
under the Program for the purchase, con-
struction, or rehabilitation of a building or 
structure.’’. 
SEC. 10004. STUDY ON LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION 

AND PROGRAM EVALUATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall— 
(1) collect data on the production and mar-

keting of locally or regionally produced agri-
cultural food products; 

(2) facilitate interagency collaboration and 
data sharing on programs related to local 
and regional food systems; and 

(3) monitor the effectiveness of programs 
designed to expand or facilitate local food 
systems. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary shall, at a minimum— 

(1) collect and distribute comprehensive re-
porting of prices of locally or regionally pro-
duced agricultural food products; 

(2) conduct surveys and analysis and pub-
lish reports relating to the production, han-
dling, distribution, retail sales, and trend 
studies (including consumer purchasing pat-
terns) of or on locally or regionally produced 
agricultural food products; 

(3) evaluate the effectiveness of existing 
programs in growing local and regional food 
systems, including— 

(A) the impact of local food systems on job 
creation and economic development; 

(B) the level of participation in the Farm-
ers’ Market and Local Food Promotion Pro-
gram established under section 6 of the 
Farmer-to-Consumer Direct Marketing Act 
of 1976 (7 U.S.C. 3005), including the percent-
age of projects funded in comparison to ap-
plicants and the types of eligible entities re-
ceiving funds; 

(C) the ability for participants to leverage 
private capital and a synopsis of the places 
from which non-Federal funds are derived; 
and 

(D) any additional resources required to 
aid in the development or expansion of local 
and regional food systems; 

(4) expand the Agricultural Resource Man-
agement Survey to include questions on lo-
cally or regionally produced agricultural 
food products; and 

(5) seek to establish or expand private-pub-
lic partnerships to facilitate, to the max-
imum extent practicable, the collection of 
data on locally or regionally produced agri-
cultural food products, including the devel-
opment of a nationally coordinated and re-
gionally balanced evaluation of the redevel-
opment of locally or regionally produced 
food systems. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary shall submit 
to the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of 
the Senate a report describing the progress 
that has been made in implementing this 
section and identifying any additional needs 
related to developing local and regional food 
systems. 
SEC. 10005. ORGANIC AGRICULTURE. 

(a) ORGANIC PRODUCTION AND MARKET DATA 
INITIATIVES.—Section 7407 of the Farm Secu-

rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 5925c) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by inserting ‘‘and annually thereafter’’ after 
‘‘this subsection’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(C) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(D) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) describes how data collection agencies 
(such as the Agricultural Marketing Service 
and the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service) are coordinating with data user 
agencies (such as the Risk Management 
Agency) to ensure that data collected under 
this section can be used by data user agen-
cies, including by the Risk Management 
Agency to offer price elections for all or-
ganic crops; and’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) by striking paragraph (3); 
(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-

graph (3); 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(2) MANDATORY FUNDING.—In addition to 

any funds available under paragraph (1), of 
the funds of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion, the Secretary shall use to carry out 
this section $5,000,000, to remain available 
until expended.’’; and 

(D) in paragraph (3) (as redesignated by 
subparagraph (B))— 

(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FOR FISCAL 
YEARS 2008 THROUGH 2012’’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘paragraphs (1) and (2)’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 

(b) MODERNIZATION AND TECHNOLOGY UP-
GRADE FOR NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM.— 
Section 2123 of the Organic Foods Production 
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6522) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(B) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-

graph (7); and 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(6) $15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 

through 2018; and’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) MODERNIZATION AND TECHNOLOGY UP-

GRADE FOR NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall mod-

ernize database and technology systems of 
the national organic program. 

‘‘(2) FUNDING.—Of the funds of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation and in addition to 
any other funds made available for that pur-
pose, the Secretary shall make available to 
carry out this subsection $5,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2014, to remain available until ex-
pended.’’. 
SEC. 10006. FOOD SAFETY EDUCATION INITIA-

TIVES. 
Section 10105(c) of the Food, Conservation, 

and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 7655a(c)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 10007. COORDINATED PLANT MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 420 of the Plant 

Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7721) is amended— 
(1) by striking the section heading and in-

serting ‘‘COORDINATED PLANT MANAGE-
MENT PROGRAM.’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(e) NATIONAL CLEAN PLANT NETWORK.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-

tablish a program to be known as the ‘Na-

tional Clean Plant Network’ (referred to in 
this subsection as the ‘Program’). 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Under the Program, 
the Secretary shall establish a network of 
clean plant centers for diagnostic and patho-
gen elimination services— 

‘‘(A) to produce clean propagative plant 
material; and 

‘‘(B) to maintain blocks of pathogen-tested 
plant material in sites located throughout 
the United States. 

‘‘(3) AVAILABILITY OF CLEAN PLANT SOURCE 
MATERIAL.—Clean plant source material pro-
duced or maintained under the Program may 
be made available to— 

‘‘(A) a State for a certified plant program 
of the State; and 

‘‘(B) private nurseries and producers. 
‘‘(4) CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION.—In 

carrying out the Program, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(A) consult with— 
‘‘(i) State departments of agriculture; and 
‘‘(ii) land-grant colleges and universities 

and NLGCA Institutions (as those terms are 
defined in section 1404 of the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103)); and 

‘‘(B) to the extent practicable and with 
input from the appropriate State officials 
and industry representatives, use existing 
Federal or State facilities to serve as clean 
plant centers.’’. 

(b) FUNDING.—Subsection (f) of section 420 
of the Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7721) 
(as redesignated by subsection (a)(2)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘and each 
fiscal year thereafter.’’ and inserting a semi-
colon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) $60,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 

through 2017; and 
‘‘(6) $65,000,000 for fiscal year 2018 and each 

fiscal year thereafter.’’. 
(c) REPEAL OF EXISTING PROVISION.—Sec-

tion 10202 of the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 7761) is repealed. 

(d) CLARIFICATION OF USE OF FUNDS FOR 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Section 420 of the 
Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7721) (as 
amended by subsection (a)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(g) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAW.—The use 
of Commodity Credit Corporation funds 
under this section to provide technical as-
sistance shall not be considered an allotment 
or fund transfer from the Commodity Credit 
Corporation for purposes of the limit on ex-
penditures for technical assistance imposed 
by section 11 of the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i).’’. 
SEC. 10008. SPECIALTY CROP BLOCK GRANTS. 

Section 101 of the Specialty Crops Com-
petitiveness Act of 2004 (7 U.S.C. 1621 note; 
Public Law 108–465) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘subsection (j)’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘subsection (l)’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2018’’; 
(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(b) GRANTS BASED ON VALUE AND ACRE-

AGE.—Subject to subsection (c), in the case 
of each State with an application for a grant 
for a fiscal year that is accepted by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture under subsection (f), 
the amount of a grant for a fiscal year to a 
State under this section shall bear the same 
ratio to the total amount made available 
under subsection (l) for that fiscal year as— 

‘‘(1) the average of the most recent avail-
able value of specialty crop production in the 
State and the acreage of specialty crop pro-
duction in the State, as demonstrated in the 
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most recent Census of Agriculture data; 
bears to 

‘‘(2) the average of the most recent avail-
able value of specialty crop production in all 
States and the acreage of specialty crop pro-
duction in all States, as demonstrated in the 
most recent Census of Agriculture data.’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-
section (l); 

(4) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(j) MULTISTATE PROJECTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of the Agri-
culture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall issue guid-
ance for the purpose of making grants to 
multistate projects under this section for 
projects involving— 

‘‘(A) food safety; 
‘‘(B) plant pests and disease; 
‘‘(C) crop-specific projects addressing com-

mon issues; and 
‘‘(D) any other area that furthers the pur-

poses of this section, as determined by the 
Secretary. 

‘‘(2) FUNDING.—Of the funds provided under 
subsection (l), the Secretary of Agriculture 
may allocate for grants under this sub-
section, to remain available until expended— 

‘‘(A) $1,000,000 for fiscal year 2014; 
‘‘(B) $2,000,000 for fiscal year 2015; 
‘‘(C) $3,000,000 for fiscal year 2016; 
‘‘(D) $4,000,000 for fiscal year 2017; and 
‘‘(E) $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2018. 
‘‘(k) ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(1) DEPARTMENT.—The Secretary of Agri-

culture may not use more than 3 percent of 
the funds made available to carry out this 
section for a fiscal year for administrative 
expenses. 

‘‘(2) STATES.—A State receiving a grant 
under this section may not use more than 8 
percent of the funds received under the grant 
for a fiscal year for administrative ex-
penses.’’; and 

(5) in subsection (l) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (3))— 

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) $70,000,000 for fiscal year 2014 and each 

fiscal year thereafter.’’. 
SEC. 10009. RECORDKEEPING, INVESTIGATIONS, 

AND ENFORCEMENT. 
The Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 

is amended by inserting after section 2120 (7 
U.S.C. 6519) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 2120A. RECORDKEEPING, INVESTIGATIONS, 

AND ENFORCEMENT. 
‘‘(a) RECORDKEEPING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this title, all persons, including pro-
ducers, handlers, and certifying agents, re-
quired to report information to the Sec-
retary under this title shall maintain, and 
make available to the Secretary on the re-
quest of the Secretary, all contracts, agree-
ments, receipts, and other records associated 
with the organic certification program es-
tablished by the Secretary under this title. 

‘‘(2) DURATION OF RECORDKEEPING REQUIRE-
MENT.—A record covered by paragraph (1) 
shall be maintained— 

‘‘(A) by a person covered by this title, ex-
cept for a certifying agent, for a period of 5 
years beginning on the date of the creation 
of the record; and 

‘‘(B) by a certifying agent, for a period of 
10 years beginning on the date of the cre-
ation of the record. 

‘‘(b) CONFIDENTIALITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

and except as provided in section 2107(a)(9) 
and as otherwise directed by the Secretary 

or the Attorney General for enforcement 
purposes, no officer, employee, or agent of 
the United States shall make available to 
the public information, statistics, or docu-
ments obtained from or made available by 
any person under this title, other than in a 
manner that ensures that confidentiality is 
preserved regarding the identity of persons, 
including parties to a contract, and propri-
etary business information. 

‘‘(2) VIOLATORS AND NATURE OF ACTIONS.— 
The Secretary may release the name of the 
violator and the nature of the actions trig-
gering an order or revocation under sub-
section (e). 

‘‘(c) INVESTIGATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may take 

such investigative actions as the Secretary 
considers to be necessary to carry out this 
title— 

‘‘(A) to verify the accuracy of any informa-
tion reported or made available under this 
title; and 

‘‘(B) to determine, with regard to actions, 
practices, or information required under this 
title, whether a person covered by this title 
has committed, or will commit, a violation 
of any provision of this title, including an 
order or regulation promulgated by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(2) INVESTIGATIVE POWERS.—The Secretary 
may administer oaths and affirmations, sub-
poena witnesses, compel attendance of wit-
nesses, take evidence, and require the pro-
duction of any records required to be main-
tained under subsection (a) or section 2112(d) 
or 2116(c) that are relevant to the investiga-
tion. 

‘‘(d) UNLAWFUL ACT.—It shall be unlawful 
and a violation of this title for any person 
covered by this title— 

‘‘(1) to fail or refuse to provide, or delay 
the timely provision of, accurate informa-
tion required by the Secretary under this 
section; 

‘‘(2) to violate— 
‘‘(A) an order of the Secretary; 
‘‘(B) a revocation of the organic certifi-

cation of a producer or handler; or 
‘‘(C) a revocation of the accreditation of a 

certifying agent; or 
‘‘(3) to sell, or attempt to sell, a product 

that is represented as being organically pro-
duced under this title (including an order or 
regulation promulgated under this title) if in 
fact the product has been produced or han-
dled by an operation that is not yet a cer-
tified organic producer or handler under this 
title. 

‘‘(e) ENFORCEMENT.— 
‘‘(1) ORDER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

issue an order to stop the sale of an agricul-
tural product that is labeled or otherwise 
represented as being organically produced in 
cases of suspected fraudulent or otherwise 
unlawful acts as described in subsection (d) 
that are willful, noncorrectable, or the sub-
ject of a combined noncompliance and ad-
verse action until the product can be 
verified— 

‘‘(i) as meeting the national and State 
standards for organic production and han-
dling as provided in sections 2105 through 
2114; 

‘‘(ii) as having been produced or handled 
without the use of a prohibited substance 
listed under section 2118; and 

‘‘(iii) as being produced and handled by a 
certified organic operation. 

‘‘(B) AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO STOP SALE 
ORDER.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If a producer or handler 
has a valid organic certification from the 
Department of Agriculture, the burden shall 
shift to the Secretary to prove fraud or un-
lawful activity that is willful, noncorrect-
able, or the subject of a combined non-

compliance and adverse action before a stop 
sale order under subparagraph (A) may be 
implemented. 

‘‘(ii) INFORMATION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The producer or handler 

shall comply with any requests of the Sec-
retary for documents and other information 
not later than 30 days after a request is 
made. 

‘‘(II) NONCOMPLIANCE.—If the producer or 
handler fails to comply within the period de-
scribed in subclause (I), the Secretary may 
issue a stop sale order. 

‘‘(C) APPEAL OF STOP SALE ORDER.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary proves 

fraud or unlawful activity that is willful, 
noncorrectable, or the subject of a combined 
noncompliance and adverse action, the de-
termination may be appealed through an ex-
pedited administrative appeal process. 

‘‘(ii) DEADLINE.—The expedited appeal 
process shall be completed not later than 30 
days after the date of the issuance of the 
stop sale order. 

‘‘(iii) STAY.—Any stop sale order shall be 
stayed pending the 30 day-expedited appeal 
under this subparagraph. 

‘‘(2) CERTIFICATION OR ACCREDITATION.— 
After notice and opportunity for an adminis-
trative appeal under section 2121, if a viola-
tion described in subparagraph (A)(ii) is de-
termined to have occurred and is an unlawful 
act under subsection (d), the Secretary shall 
revoke the organic certification of the pro-
ducer or handler, or the accreditation of the 
certifying agent. 

‘‘(3) VIOLATION OF ORDER OR REVOCATION.— 
A person who violates an order to stop the 
sale of a product as an organically produced 
product under paragraph (1), or a revocation 
of certification or accreditation under para-
graph (2), shall be subject to 1 or more of the 
penalties provided under subsections (a) and 
(b) of section 2120. 

‘‘(f) APPEAL.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An order under sub-

section (e)(1), or a revocation of certification 
or accreditation under subsection (e)(2)(B), 
shall be final and conclusive unless the af-
fected person files an appeal of the order— 

‘‘(A) first, to the administrative appeals 
process established under section 2121(a); and 

‘‘(B) after a final decision of the Secretary, 
if the affected person so elects, to a United 
States district court as provided in section 
2121(b) not later than 30 days after the date 
of the determination under subparagraph 
(A). 

‘‘(2) STANDARD.—An order under subsection 
(e)(1)(A), or a revocation of certification or 
accreditation under subsection (e)(2), shall 
be set aside if the order, or the revocation of 
certification or accreditation, fails to com-
ply with section 706 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

‘‘(g) NONCOMPLIANCE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If a person covered by 

this title fails to obey an order, or a revoca-
tion of certification or accreditation, de-
scribed in subsection (f)(2) after the order or 
revocation has become final and conclusive 
or after the appropriate United States dis-
trict court has entered a final judgment in 
favor of the Secretary, the United States 
may apply to the appropriate United States 
district court for enforcement of the order, 
or the revocation of certification or accredi-
tation. 

‘‘(2) ENFORCEMENT.—If the court deter-
mines that the order or revocation was law-
fully made and duly served and that the per-
son violated the order or revocation, the 
court shall enforce the order or revocation. 

‘‘(3) CIVIL PENALTY.—If the court finds that 
the person violated the order or revocation, 
the person shall be subject to a civil penalty 
of not more than $10,000 for each offense.’’. 
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SEC. 10010. REPORT ON HONEY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary, in consultation with affected 
stakeholders, shall submit to the Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs a report describing 
how an appropriate Federal standard for the 
identity of honey would promote honesty 
and fair dealing and would be in the interest 
of consumers, the honey industry, and 
United States agriculture. 

(b) CONTENTS.—In preparing the report 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall 
take into consideration the March 2006 
Standard of Identity citizens petition filed 
with the Food and Drug Administration, in-
cluding any current industry amendments or 
clarifications necessary to update that 2006 
petition. 
SEC. 10011. REMOVAL OF AMS INSPECTION AU-

THORITY OVER APPLES IN BULK 
BINS. 

(a) DEFINITION OF BULK BIN.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘bulk bin’’ means a bin that 
contains a quantity of apples weighing more 
than 100 pounds. 

(b) PROHIBITION.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, acting through the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, shall have no authority 
to inspect apples in bulk bins prior to export 
to Canada. 
SEC. 10012. ORGANIC PRODUCT PROMOTION OR-

DERS. 
(a) EXEMPTION OF CERTIFIED ORGANIC PROD-

UCTS FROM PROMOTION ORDER ASSESS-
MENTS.—Section 501 of the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 7401) is amended by striking sub-
section (e) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(e) EXEMPTION OF CERTIFIED ORGANIC 
PRODUCTS FROM PROMOTION ORDER ASSESS-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
provision of a commodity promotion law, a 
person that produces, handles, markets, or 
imports organic products may be exempt 
from the payment of an assessment under a 
commodity promotion law with respect to 
any agricultural commodity that is certified 
as ‘organic’ or ‘100 percent organic’ (as de-
fined in part 205 of title 7, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or successor regulations)). 

‘‘(2) SPLIT OPERATIONS.—The exemption de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall apply to an ag-
ricultural commodity described in that para-
graph regardless of whether the agricultural 
commodity subject to the exemption is pro-
duced, handled, or marketed by a person that 
also produces, handles, or markets conven-
tional or nonorganic agricultural products, 
including conventional or nonorganic agri-
cultural products of the same agricultural 
commodity as that for which the exemption 
is claimed. 

‘‘(3) APPROVAL.—The Secretary shall ap-
prove the exemption of a person under this 
subsection if the person maintains a valid or-
ganic certificate issued under the Organic 
Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6501 et 
seq.). 

‘‘(4) TERMINATION OF EFFECTIVENESS.—This 
subsection shall be effective until the date 
on which the Secretary issues an organic 
commodity promotion order in accordance 
with subsection (f). 

‘‘(5) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall 
promulgate regulations concerning eligi-
bility and compliance for an exemption 
under paragraph (1).’’. 

(b) ORGANIC COMMODITY PROMOTION 
ORDER.—Section 501 of the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 7401) (as amended by subsection (a)) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(f) ORGANIC COMMODITY PROMOTION 
ORDER.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) CERTIFIED ORGANIC FARM.—The term 

‘certified organic farm’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 2103 of the Organic 
Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6502). 

‘‘(B) COVERED PERSON.—The term ‘covered 
person’ means a producer, handler, mar-
keter, or importer of an organic agricultural 
commodity. 

‘‘(C) DUAL-COVERED AGRICULTURAL COM-
MODITY.—The term ‘dual-covered agricul-
tural commodity’ means an agricultural 
commodity that— 

‘‘(i) is produced on a certified organic 
farm; and 

‘‘(ii) is covered under both— 
‘‘(I) an organic commodity promotion 

order issued under paragraph (2); and 
‘‘(II) any other agricultural commodity 

promotion order issued under this section. 
‘‘(2) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary may 

issue an organic commodity promotion order 
under section 514 that includes any agricul-
tural commodity that— 

‘‘(A) is— 
‘‘(i) produced or handled (as defined in sec-

tion 2103 of the Organic Foods Production 
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6502)); and 

‘‘(ii) certified to be sold or labeled as ‘or-
ganic’ or ‘100 percent organic’ (as defined in 
part 205 of title 7, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations)); or 

‘‘(B) is imported with a valid organic cer-
tificate (as defined in that part). 

‘‘(3) ELECTION.—If the Secretary issues an 
organic commodity promotion order de-
scribed in paragraph (2), a covered person 
may elect, for applicable dual-covered agri-
cultural commodities and in the sole discre-
tion of the covered person, whether to be as-
sessed under the organic commodity pro-
motion order or another applicable agricul-
tural commodity promotion order. 

‘‘(4) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall 
promulgate regulations concerning eligi-
bility and compliance for an exemption 
under paragraph (1).’’. 

(c) DEFINITION OF AGRICULTURAL COM-
MODITY.—Section 513(1) of the Commodity 
Promotion, Research, and Information Act 
of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7412(1)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (E) and 
(F) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the 
following: 

‘‘(E) products, as a class, that are produced 
on a certified organic farm (as defined in sec-
tion 2103 of the Organic Foods Production 
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6502)) and that are cer-
tified to be sold or labeled as ‘organic’ or ‘100 
percent organic’ (as defined in part 205 of 
title 7, Code of Federal Regulations (or suc-
cessor regulations));’’. 
SEC. 10013. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This title and the amendments made by 
this title take effect on October 1, 2013. 

TITLE XI—CROP INSURANCE 
SEC. 11001. SUPPLEMENTAL COVERAGE OPTION. 

(a) AVAILABILITY OF SUPPLEMENTAL COV-
ERAGE OPTION.—Section 508(c) of the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(c)) is 
amended by striking paragraph (3) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(3) YIELD AND LOSS BASIS OPTIONS.—A pro-
ducer shall have the option of purchasing ad-
ditional coverage based on— 

‘‘(A)(i) an individual yield and loss basis; 
or 

‘‘(ii) an area yield and loss basis; or 
‘‘(B) an individual yield and loss basis, sup-

plemented with coverage based on an area 
yield and loss basis to cover part of the de-
ductible under the individual yield and loss 
policy, as authorized in paragraph (4)(C).’’. 

(b) LEVEL OF COVERAGE.—Section 508(c) of 
the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 

1508(c)) is amended by striking paragraph (4) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(4) LEVEL OF COVERAGE.— 
‘‘(A) DOLLAR DENOMINATION AND PERCENT-

AGE OF YIELD.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (C), the level of coverage— 

‘‘(i) shall be dollar denominated; and 
‘‘(ii) may be purchased at any level not to 

exceed 85 percent of the individual yield or 95 
percent of the area yield (as determined by 
the Corporation). 

‘‘(B) INFORMATION.—The Corporation shall 
provide producers with information on cata-
strophic risk and additional coverage in 
terms of dollar coverage (within the allow-
able limits of coverage provided in this para-
graph). 

‘‘(C) SUPPLEMENTAL COVERAGE OPTION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-

paragraph (A), in the case of the supple-
mental coverage option described in para-
graph (3)(B), the Corporation shall offer pro-
ducers the opportunity to purchase coverage 
in combination with an individual buy up 
policy or plan of insurance offered under this 
subtitle that would allow indemnities to be 
paid to a producer equal to part of the de-
ductible under the policy or plan of insur-
ance, if sufficient area data is available (as 
determined by the Corporation). 

‘‘(ii) DEDUCTIBLE.—Coverage offered under 
this subparagraph shall be subject to a de-
ductible in an amount equal to— 

‘‘(I) in the case of a producer who partici-
pates in the agriculture risk coverage pro-
gram under section 1108(c) of the Agriculture 
Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, 22 per-
cent of the expected value of the crop of the 
producer covered by the underlying policy or 
plan of insurance, as determined by the Cor-
poration; and 

‘‘(II) in the case of all other producers, 10 
percent of the expected value of the crop of 
the producer covered by the underlying pol-
icy or plan of insurance, as determined by 
the Corporation. 

‘‘(iii) COVERAGE.—Subject to the deductible 
imposed by clause (ii), coverage offered 
under this subparagraph shall cover the first 
loss incurred by the producer, not to exceed 
the difference between— 

‘‘(I) 100 percent; and 
‘‘(II) the coverage level selected by the pro-

ducer for the underlying policy or plan of in-
surance. 

‘‘(iv) CALCULATION OF PREMIUM.—Notwith-
standing subsection (d), the premium shall— 

‘‘(I) be sufficient to cover anticipated 
losses and a reasonable reserve; and 

‘‘(II) include an amount for operating and 
administrative expenses established in ac-
cordance with subsection (k)(4)(F).’’. 

(c) PAYMENT OF PORTION OF PREMIUM BY 
CORPORATION.—Section 508(e)(2) of the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(e)(2)) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(H) In the case of the supplemental cov-
erage option authorized in subsection 
(c)(4)(C), the amount shall be equal to the 
sum of— 

‘‘(i) 65 percent of the additional premium 
associated with the coverage; and 

‘‘(ii) the amount determined under sub-
section (c)(4)(C)(iv)(II) for the coverage to 
cover operating and administrative ex-
penses.’’. 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
508(k)(4)(F) of the Federal Crop Insurance 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(k)(4)(F)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘or authorized under subsection 
(c)(4)(C)’’ after ‘‘of this subparagraph’’. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The Federal Crop In-
surance Corporation shall begin to provide 
additional coverage based on an individual 
yield and loss basis, supplemented with cov-
erage based on an area yield and loss basis, 
not later than for the 2014 crop year. 
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SEC. 11002. CROP MARGIN COVERAGE OPTION. 

(a) AVAILABILITY OF CROP MARGIN COV-
ERAGE OPTION.—Section 508(c)(3) of the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(c)) (as 
amended by section 11001(a)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking 
‘‘or’’ at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) a margin basis alone or in combina-

tion with— 
‘‘(i) individual yield and loss coverage; or 
‘‘(ii) area yield and loss coverage.’’. 

SEC. 11003. PREMIUM AMOUNTS FOR CATA-
STROPHIC RISK PROTECTION. 

Section 508(d)(2) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(d)(2)) is amended by 
striking subparagraph (A) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(A) In the case of catastrophic risk pro-
tection, the amount of the premium estab-
lished by the Corporation for each crop for 
which catastrophic risk protection is avail-
able shall be reduced by the percentage equal 
to the difference between the average loss 
ratio for the crop and 100 percent, plus a rea-
sonable reserve, as determined by the Cor-
poration.’’. 
SEC. 11004. PERMANENT ENTERPRISE UNIT. 

Section 508(e)(5) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(e)(5)) is amended by 
striking subparagraph (A) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation may 
pay a portion of the premiums for plans or 
policies of insurance for which the insurable 
unit is defined on a whole farm or enterprise 
unit basis that is higher than would other-
wise be paid in accordance with paragraph 
(2).’’. 
SEC. 11005. ENTERPRISE UNITS FOR IRRIGATED 

AND NONIRRIGATED CROPS. 
Section 508(e)(5) of the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(e)(5)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(D) NONIRRIGATED CROPS.—Beginning with 
the 2014 crop year, the Corporation shall 
make available separate enterprise units for 
irrigated and nonirrigated acreages of crops 
in counties.’’. 
SEC. 11006. DATA COLLECTION. 

Section 508(g)(2) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(g)(2)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(E) SOURCES OF YIELD DATA.—To deter-
mine yields under this paragraph, the Cor-
poration— 

‘‘(i) shall use county data collected by the 
Risk Management Agency or the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service, or both; or 

‘‘(ii) if sufficient county data is not avail-
able, may use other data considered appro-
priate by the Secretary.’’. 
SEC. 11007. ADJUSTMENT IN ACTUAL PRODUC-

TION HISTORY TO ESTABLISH IN-
SURABLE YIELDS. 

Section 508(g)(4)(B) of the Federal Crop In-
surance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(g)(4)(B)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 
inserting ‘‘for the 2013 crop year or any prior 
crop year, or 65 percent of the applicable 
transitional yield for the 2014 or any subse-
quent crop year,’’ after ‘‘transitional yield’’; 
and 

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘60 percent of 
the applicable transitional yield’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the applicable percentage of the transi-
tional yield described in this subparagraph’’. 
SEC. 11008. SUBMISSION AND REVIEW OF POLI-

CIES. 
Section 508(h)(1) of the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(h)(1)) is amended— 
(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and 

(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively, and 
indenting appropriately; 

(2) by striking ‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—’’ and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(1) SUBMISSION AND REVIEW OF POLICIES.— 
‘‘(A) SUBMISSIONS.—In addition’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) REVIEW.—The Corporation shall re-

view any policy developed under section 
522(c) or any pilot program developed under 
section 523 and submit the policy or program 
to the Board under this subsection if the 
Corporation, at the sole discretion of the 
Corporation, finds that the policy or pro-
gram— 

‘‘(i) will likely result in a viable and mar-
ketable policy consistent with this sub-
section; 

‘‘(ii) would provide crop insurance cov-
erage in a significantly improved form; and 

‘‘(iii) adequately protects the interests of 
producers.’’. 
SEC. 11009. BOARD REVIEW AND APPROVAL. 

(a) REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE BOARD.— 
Section 508(h) of the Federal Crop Insurance 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(h)) is amended by striking 
paragraph (3) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(3) REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE BOARD.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A policy, plan of insur-

ance, or other material submitted to the 
Board under this subsection shall be re-
viewed by the Board and shall be approved 
by the Board for reinsurance and for sale by 
approved insurance providers to producers at 
actuarially appropriate rates and under ap-
propriate terms and conditions if the Board, 
at the sole discretion of the Board, deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(i) the interests of producers are ade-
quately protected; 

‘‘(ii) the rates of premium and price elec-
tion methodology are actuarially appro-
priate; 

‘‘(iii) the terms and conditions for the pro-
posed policy or plan of insurance are appro-
priate and would not unfairly discriminate 
among producers; 

‘‘(iv) the proposed policy or plan of insur-
ance will, at the sole discretion of the 
Board— 

‘‘(I) likely result in a viable and market-
able policy that can reasonably attain levels 
of participation similar to other like policies 
or plans of insurance; 

‘‘(II) provide crop insurance coverage in a 
significantly improved form or in a manner 
that addresses a recognized flaw or problem 
in an existing policy; or 

‘‘(III) provide a new kind of coverage for a 
commodity that previously had no available 
crop insurance, or has demonstrated a low 
level of participation under existing cov-
erage; 

‘‘(v) the proposed policy or plan of insur-
ance will, at the sole discretion of the Board, 
not have a significant adverse impact on the 
crop insurance delivery system; and 

‘‘(vi) the proposed policy or plan of insur-
ance meets such other requirements as are 
determined appropriate by the Board. 

‘‘(B) PRIORITIES.— 
‘‘(i) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Board, at the 

sole discretion of the Board, may— 
‘‘(I) annually establish priorities under 

this subsection that specify types of submis-
sions needed to fulfill the portfolio of poli-
cies or plans of insurance to be reviewed and 
approved under this subsection; and 

‘‘(II) make the priorities available on the 
website of the Corporation. 

‘‘(ii) PROCESS.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Policies or plans of in-

surance that satisfy the priorities estab-
lished by the Board under this subsection 
shall be considered by the Board for approval 
prior to other submissions. 

‘‘(II) CONSIDERATIONS.—In approving poli-
cies or plans of insurance, the Board shall— 

‘‘(aa) consider providing the highest prior-
ities for policies or plans of insurance that 

address underserved commodities, including 
commodities for which there is no insurance; 
and 

‘‘(bb) consider providing the highest prior-
ities for existing policies for which there is 
inadequate coverage or there exists low lev-
els of participation. 

‘‘(iii) OTHER CRITERIA.—The Board may es-
tablish such other criteria as the Board de-
termines to meet the needs of producers and 
the priorities of this subsection, consistent 
with the purposes of this subtitle.’’. 
SEC. 11010. CONSULTATION. 

Section 508(h)(4) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(h)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(E) CONSULTATION.— 
‘‘(i) REQUIREMENT.—As part of the feasi-

bility and research associated with the de-
velopment of a policy or other material con-
ducted prior to making a submission to the 
Board under this subsection, the submitter 
shall consult with groups representing pro-
ducers of agricultural commodities in all 
major producing areas for the commodities 
to be served or potentially impacted, either 
directly or indirectly. 

‘‘(ii) SUBMISSION TO THE BOARD.—Any sub-
mission made to the Board under this sub-
section shall contain a summary and anal-
ysis of the feasibility and research findings 
from the impacted groups described in clause 
(i), including a summary assessment of the 
support for or against development of the 
policy and an assessment on the impact of 
the proposed policy to the general marketing 
and production of the crop from both a re-
gional and national perspective. 

‘‘(iii) EVALUATION BY THE BOARD.—In evalu-
ating whether the interests of producers are 
adequately protected pursuant to paragraph 
(3) with respect to an submission made under 
this subsection, the Board shall review the 
information provided pursuant to clause (ii) 
to determine if the submission will create 
adverse market distortions with respect to 
the production of commodities that are the 
subject of the submission.’’. 
SEC. 11011. BUDGET LIMITATIONS ON RENEGOTI-

ATION OF THE STANDARD REINSUR-
ANCE AGREEMENT. 

Section 508(k)(8) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(k)(8)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(F) BUDGET.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall ensure 

that any Standard Reinsurance Agreement 
negotiated under subparagraph (A)(ii), as 
compared to the previous Standard Reinsur-
ance Agreement— 

‘‘(I) to the maximum extent practicable, 
shall be budget neutral; and 

‘‘(II) in no event, may significantly depart 
from budget neutrality. 

‘‘(ii) USE OF SAVINGS.—To the extent that 
any budget savings is realized in the renego-
tiation of a Standard Reinsurance Agree-
ment under subparagraph (A)(ii), and the 
savings are determined not to be a signifi-
cant departure from budget neutrality under 
clause (i), the savings shall be used for pro-
grams administered or managed by the Risk 
Management Agency.’’. 
SEC. 11012. TEST WEIGHT FOR CORN. 

Section 508(m) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(m)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(6) TEST WEIGHT FOR CORN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall 

establish procedures to allow insured pro-
ducers not more than 120 days to settle 
claims, in accordance with procedures estab-
lished by the Secretary, involving corn that 
is determined to have low test weight. 

‘‘(B) IMPLEMENTATION.—As soon as prac-
ticable after the date of enactment of this 
paragraph, the Corporation shall implement 
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subparagraph (A) on a regional basis based 
on market conditions and the interests of 
producers. 

‘‘(C) TERMINATION OF EFFECTIVENESS.—The 
authority provided by this paragraph termi-
nates effective on the date that is 5 years 
after the date on which subparagraph (A) is 
implemented.’’. 
SEC. 11013. STACKED INCOME PROTECTION PLAN 

FOR PRODUCERS OF UPLAND COT-
TON. 

(a) AVAILABILITY OF STACKED INCOME PRO-
TECTION PLAN.—The Federal Crop Insurance 
Act is amended by inserting after section 
508A (7 U.S.C. 1508a) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 508B. STACKED INCOME PROTECTION PLAN 

FOR PRODUCERS OF UPLAND COT-
TON. 

‘‘(a) AVAILABILITY.—Beginning not later 
than the 2014 crop of upland cotton, if prac-
ticable, the Corporation shall make avail-
able to producers of maximum eligible acres 
of upland cotton an additional policy (to be 
known as the ‘Stacked Income Protection 
Plan’), which shall provide coverage con-
sistent with the Group Risk Income Protec-
tion Plan (and the associated Harvest Rev-
enue Option Endorsement) offered by the 
Corporation for the 2011 crop year. 

‘‘(b) REQUIRED TERMS.—The Corporation 
may modify the Stacked Income Protection 
Plan on a program-wide basis, except that 
the Stacked Income Protection Plan shall 
comply with the following requirements: 

‘‘(1)(A) Provide coverage for revenue loss of 
not more than 30 percent of expected county 
revenue, specified in increments of 5 percent. 

‘‘(B) The deductible is the minimum per-
cent of revenue loss at which indemnities are 
triggered under the plan, not to be less than 
10 percent of the expected county revenue. 

‘‘(C) Once the deductible is met, any losses 
in excess of the deductible will be paid up to 
the coverage selected by the producer. 

‘‘(2) Be offered to producers of upland cot-
ton in all counties with upland cotton pro-
duction— 

‘‘(A) at a county-wide level to the fullest 
extent practicable; or 

‘‘(B) in counties that lack sufficient data, 
on the basis of such larger geographical area 
as the Corporation determines to provide 
sufficient data for purposes of providing the 
coverage. 

‘‘(3) Be purchased in addition to any other 
individual or area coverage in effect on the 
producer’s acreage or as a stand-alone pol-
icy, except that if a producer has an indi-
vidual or area coverage for the same acreage, 
the maximum coverage available under the 
Stacked Income Protection Plan shall not 
exceed the deductible for the individual or 
area coverage. 

‘‘(4) Establish coverage based on— 
‘‘(A) an expected price that is the expected 

price established under existing Group Risk 
Income Protection or area wide policy of-
fered by the Corporation for the applicable 
county (or area) and crop year; and 

‘‘(B) an expected county yield that is the 
higher of— 

‘‘(i) the expected county yield established 
for the existing area-wide plans offered by 
the Corporation for the applicable county (or 
area) and crop year (or, in geographic areas 
where area-wide plans are not offered, an ex-
pected yield determined in a manner con-
sistent with those of area-wide plans); or 

‘‘(ii)(I) the average of the applicable yield 
data for the county (or area) for the most re-
cent 5 years, excluding the highest and low-
est observations, from the Risk Management 
Agency or the National Agricultural Statis-
tics, or both; or 

‘‘(II) if sufficient county data is not avail-
able, such other data considered appropriate 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(5) Use a multiplier factor to establish 
maximum protection per acre (referred to as 

a ‘protection factor’) of not more than 120 
percent. 

‘‘(6) Pay an indemnity based on the 
amount that the expected county revenue 
exceeds the actual county revenue, as ap-
plied to the individual coverage of the pro-
ducer. Indemnities under the Stacked In-
come Protection Plan shall not include or 
overlap the amount of the deductible se-
lected under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(7) To the maximum extent practicable, 
in all counties for which data are available, 
establish separate coverage for irrigated and 
nonirrigated practices. 

‘‘(8) Notwithstanding section 508(d), in-
clude a premium that— 

‘‘(A) is sufficient to cover anticipated 
losses and a reasonable reserve; and 

‘‘(B) includes an amount for operating and 
administrative expenses established in ac-
cordance with section 508(k)(4)(F). 

‘‘(c) RELATION TO OTHER COVERAGES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Stacked Income Protec-
tion Plan is in addition to all other cov-
erages available to producers of upland cot-
ton. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—Acreage of upland cotton 
insured under the Supplemental Coverage 
Option shall not be eligible for the Stacked 
Income Protection Plan. 

‘‘(d) PAYMENT OF PORTION OF PREMIUM BY 
CORPORATION.—Subject to section 508(e)(4), 
the amount of premium paid by the Corpora-
tion for all qualifying coverage levels of the 
Stacked Income Protection Plan shall be— 

‘‘(1) 80 percent of the amount of the pre-
mium established under subsection (b)(8)(A) 
for the coverage level selected; and 

‘‘(2) the amount determined under sub-
section (b)(8)(B) to cover administrative and 
operating expenses.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
508(k)(4)(F) of the Federal Crop Insurance 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(k)(4)(F)) (as amended by 
section 11001(d)) is amended by inserting ‘‘or 
under section 508B’’ after ‘‘subsection 
(c)(4)(C)’’. 
SEC. 11014. PEANUT REVENUE CROP INSURANCE. 

The Federal Crop Insurance Act is amend-
ed by inserting after section 508B (as added 
by section 11013(a)) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 508C. PEANUT REVENUE CROP INSURANCE. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Effective beginning with 
the 2014 crop year, the Risk Management 
Agency and the Corporation shall make 
available to producers of peanuts a revenue 
crop insurance program for peanuts. 

‘‘(b) EFFECTIVE PRICE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

for purposes of the policies and plans of in-
surance offered under subsections (a) and (b) 
of section 508, the effective price for peanuts 
shall be equal to the Rotterdam price index 
for peanuts, as adjusted to reflect the farmer 
stock price of peanuts in the United States. 

‘‘(2) ADJUSTMENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The effective price for 

peanuts established under paragraph (1) may 
be adjusted by the Risk Management Agency 
and the Corporation to correct distortions. 

‘‘(B) ADMINISTRATION.—If an adjustment is 
made under subparagraph (A), the Risk Man-
agement Agency and the Corporation shall— 

‘‘(i) make the adjustment in an open and 
transparent manner; and 

‘‘(ii) submit to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate a report that de-
scribes the reasons for the adjustment.’’. 
SEC. 11015. AUTHORITY TO CORRECT ERRORS. 

Section 515(c) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1515(c)) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘The 
Secretary’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; 

(2) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘Be-
ginning with’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) FREQUENCY.—Beginning with’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) CORRECTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall 

establish procedures that allow an agent and 
approved insurance provider within a reason-
able amount of time following the applicable 
sales closing date to correct information re-
garding the entity name, social security 
number, tax identification number, or such 
other eligibility information as determined 
by the Corporation that is provided by a pro-
ducer for the purpose of obtaining coverage 
under any policy or plan of insurance made 
available under this subtitle to ensure that 
the eligibility information is consistent with 
the information reported by the producer to 
the Farm Service Agency. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—In accordance with the 
procedures of the Corporation, procedures 
under subparagraph (A) may include any 
subsequent correction to the eligibility in-
formation described in that subparagraph 
made by the Farm Service Agency if the cor-
rections do not allow the producer— 

‘‘(i) to obtain a disproportionate benefit 
under the crop insurance program or any re-
lated program of the Department of Agri-
culture; 

‘‘(ii) to avoid ineligibility requirements for 
insurance; or 

‘‘(iii) to avoid an obligation or requirement 
under any Federal or State law.’’. 

SEC. 11016. IMPLEMENTATION. 

Section 515 of the Federal Crop Insurance 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1515) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (j), by striking paragraph 
(1) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) SYSTEMS MAINTENANCE AND UP-
GRADES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
maintain and upgrade the information man-
agement systems of the Corporation used in 
the administration and enforcement of this 
subtitle. 

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In maintaining and up-

grading the systems, the Secretary shall en-
sure that new hardware and software are 
compatible with the hardware and software 
used by other agencies of the Department to 
maximize data sharing and promote the pur-
poses of this section. 

‘‘(ii) ACREAGE REPORT STREAMLINING INITIA-
TIVE PROJECT.—As soon as practicable, the 
Secretary shall develop and implement an 
acreage report streamlining initiative 
project to allow producers to report acreage 
and other information directly to the De-
partment.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (k), by striking paragraph 
(1) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-

section (j)(1), the Corporation may use, from 
amounts made available from the insurance 
fund established under section 516(c), not 
more than— 

‘‘(i)(I) for fiscal year 2014, $25,000,000; and 
‘‘(II) for each of fiscal years 2015 through 

2018, $10,000,000; or 
‘‘(ii) if the Acreage Crop Reporting 

Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI) project is 
substantially completed by September 30, 
2013, not more than $15,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2015 through 2018. 

‘‘(B) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than July 1, 
2013, the Secretary shall notify the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate on the status of the substantial comple-
tion of the Acreage Crop Reporting Stream-
lining Initiative (ACRSI) project.’’. 
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SEC. 11017. CROP INSURANCE FRAUD. 

Section 516(b)(2) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1516(b)(2)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(C) REVIEWS, COMPLIANCE, AND PROGRAM 
INTEGRITY.—For each of the 2014 and subse-
quent reinsurance years, the Corporation 
may use the insurance fund established 
under subsection (c), but not to exceed 
$5,000,000 for each fiscal year, to pay the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) Costs to reimburse expenses incurred 
for the review of policies, plans of insurance, 
and related materials and to assist the Cor-
poration in maintaining program integrity. 

‘‘(ii) In addition to other available funds, 
costs incurred by the Risk Management 
Agency for compliance operations associated 
with activities authorized under this title.’’. 
SEC. 11018. APPROVAL OF COSTS FOR RESEARCH 

AND DEVELOPMENT. 
Section 522(b)(2) of the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1522(b)(2)) is amended by 
striking subparagraph (E) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(E) APPROVAL.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Board may approve 

up to 50 percent of the projected total re-
search and development costs to be paid in 
advance to an applicant, in accordance with 
the procedures developed by the Board for 
the making of the payments, if, after consid-
eration of the reviewer reports described in 
subparagraph (D) and such other information 
as the Board determines appropriate, the 
Board determines that— 

‘‘(I) the concept, in good faith, will likely 
result in a viable and marketable policy con-
sistent with section 508(h); 

‘‘(II) at the sole discretion of the Board, 
the concept, if developed into a policy and 
approved by the Board, would provide crop 
insurance coverage— 

‘‘(aa) in a significantly improved form or 
that addresses a unique need of agricultural 
producers; 

‘‘(bb) to a crop or region not traditionally 
served by the Federal crop insurance pro-
gram; or 

‘‘(cc) in a form that addresses a recognized 
flaw or problem in the program; 

‘‘(III) the applicant agrees to provide such 
reports as the Corporation determines are 
necessary to monitor the development effort; 

‘‘(IV) the proposed budget and timetable 
are reasonable, as determined by the Board; 
and 

‘‘(V) the concept proposal meets any other 
requirements that the Board determines ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(ii) WAIVER.—The Board may waive the 
50-percent limitation and, upon request of 
the submitter after the submitter has begun 
research and development activities, the 
Board may approve an additional 25 percent 
advance payment to the submitter for re-
search and development costs, if, at the sole 
discretion of the Board, the Board deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(I) the intended policy or plan of insur-
ance developed by the submitter will provide 
coverage for a region or crop that is under-
served by the Federal crop insurance pro-
gram, including specialty crops; 

‘‘(II) the submitter is making satisfactory 
progress towards developing a viable and 
marketable policy or plan of insurance con-
sistent with section 508(h); and 

‘‘(III) the submitter does not have suffi-
cient financial resources to complete the de-
velopment of the submission into a viable 
and marketable policy or plan of insurance 
consistent with section 508(h).’’. 
SEC. 11019. WHOLE FARM RISK MANAGEMENT IN-

SURANCE. 
Section 522(c) of the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1522(c)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(18) WHOLE FARM DIVERSIFIED RISK MAN-
AGEMENT INSURANCE PLAN.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall 
conduct activities or enter into contracts to 
carry out research and development to de-
velop a whole farm risk management insur-
ance plan, with a liability limitation of 
$1,500,000, that allows a diversified crop or 
livestock producer the option to qualify for 
an indemnity if actual gross farm revenue is 
below 85 percent of the average gross farm 
revenue or the expected gross farm revenue 
that can reasonably be expected of the pro-
ducer, as determined by the Corporation. 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBLE PRODUCERS.—The Corpora-
tion shall permit producers (including di-
rect-to-consumer marketers, and producers 
servicing local and regional and farm iden-
tity-preserved markets) who produce mul-
tiple agricultural commodities, including 
specialty crops, industrial crops, livestock, 
and aquaculture products, to participate in 
the plan in lieu of any other plan under this 
subtitle. 

‘‘(C) DIVERSIFICATION.—The Corporation 
may provide diversification-based additional 
coverage payment rates, premium discounts, 
or other enhanced benefits in recognition of 
the risk management benefits of crop and 
livestock diversification strategies for pro-
ducers that grow multiple crops or that may 
have income from the production of live-
stock that uses a crop grown on the farm. 

‘‘(D) MARKET READINESS.—The Corporation 
may include coverage for the value of any 
packing, packaging, or any other similar on- 
farm activity the Corporation determines to 
be the minimum required in order to remove 
the commodity from the field. 

‘‘(E) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of enactment of this paragraph, the 
Corporation shall submit to the Committee 
on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate a report 
that describes the results and feasibility of 
the research and development conducted 
under this paragraph, including an analysis 
of potential adverse market distortions.’’. 
SEC. 11020. STUDY OF FOOD SAFETY INSURANCE. 

Section 522(c) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1522(c)) (as amended by 
section 11018) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(19) STUDY OF FOOD SAFETY INSURANCE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall 

offer to enter into a contract with 1 or more 
qualified entities to conduct a study to de-
termine whether offering policies that pro-
vide coverage for specialty crops from food 
safety and contamination issues would ben-
efit agricultural producers. 

‘‘(B) SUBJECT.—The study described in sub-
paragraph (A) shall evaluate policies and 
plans of insurance coverage that provide pro-
tection for production or revenue impacted 
by food safety concerns including, at a min-
imum, government, retail, or national con-
sumer group announcements of a health ad-
visory, removal, or recall related to a con-
tamination concern. 

‘‘(C) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this paragraph, the 
Corporation shall submit to the Committee 
on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate a report 
that describes the results of the study con-
ducted under subparagraph (A).’’. 
SEC. 11021. CROP INSURANCE FOR LIVESTOCK. 

Section 522(c) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (as amended by section 11019) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(20) STUDY ON SWINE CATASTROPHIC DIS-
EASE PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall 
contract with a qualified person to conduct a 

study to determine the feasibility of insuring 
swine producers for a catastrophic event. 

‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this paragraph, 
the Corporation shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a report that describes the results of the 
study conducted under subparagraph (A).’’. 
SEC. 11022. MARGIN COVERAGE FOR CATFISH. 

Section 522(c) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (as amended by section 11020) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(21) MARGIN COVERAGE FOR CATFISH.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall 

offer to enter into a contract with a qualified 
entity to conduct research and development 
regarding a policy to insure producers 
against reduction in the margin between the 
market value of catfish and selected costs 
incurred in the production of catfish. 

‘‘(B) ELIGIBILITY.—Eligibility for the policy 
described in subparagraph (A) shall be lim-
ited to freshwater species of catfish that are 
propagated and reared in controlled or se-
lected environments. 

‘‘(C) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Board shall re-
view the policy described in subparagraph 
(B) under subsection 508(h) and approve the 
policy if the Board finds that the policy— 

‘‘(i) will likely result in a viable and mar-
ketable policy consistent with this sub-
section; 

‘‘(ii) would provide crop insurance cov-
erage in a significantly improved form; 

‘‘(iii) adequately protects the interests of 
producers; and 

‘‘(iv) the proposed policy meets other re-
quirements of this subtitle determined ap-
propriate by the Board.’’. 
SEC. 11023. POULTRY BUSINESS DISRUPTION IN-

SURANCE POLICY. 
Section 522(c) of the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1522(c)) (as amended by 
section 11021) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(22) POULTRY BUSINESS DISRUPTION INSUR-
ANCE POLICY AND CATASTROPHIC DISEASE PRO-
GRAM.— 

‘‘(A) DEFINITION OF POULTRY.—In this para-
graph, the term ‘poultry’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 2(a) of the Packers 
and Stockyards Act, 1921 (7 U.S.C. 182(a)). 

‘‘(B) AUTHORITY.—The Corporation shall 
offer to enter into 1 or more contracts with 
qualified entities to carry out— 

‘‘(i) a study to determine the feasibility of 
insuring commercial poultry production 
against business disruptions caused by inte-
grator bankruptcy; and 

‘‘(ii) a study to determine the feasibility of 
insuring poultry producers for a catastrophic 
event. 

‘‘(C) BUSINESS DISRUPTION STUDY.—The 
study described in subparagraph (B)(i) 
shall— 

‘‘(i) evaluate the market place for business 
disruption insurance that is available to 
poultry producers; 

‘‘(ii) assess the feasibility of a policy to 
allow producers to ensure against a portion 
of losses from loss under contract due to 
business disruption from integrator bank-
ruptcy; and 

‘‘(iii) analyze the costs to the Federal Gov-
ernment of a Federal business disruption in-
surance program for poultry producers. 

‘‘(D) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this paragraph, the 
Corporation shall submit to the Committee 
on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate a report 
that describes the results of— 

‘‘(i) the study carried out under subpara-
graph (B)(i); and 
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‘‘(ii) the study carried out under subpara-

graph (B)(ii).’’. 
SEC. 11024. STUDY OF CROP INSURANCE FOR 

SEAFOOD HARVESTERS. 
Section 522(c) of the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1522(c)) (as amended by 
section 11022) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(23) FEASIBILITY STUDY TO ASSIST SEAFOOD 
HARVESTERS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall 
offer to enter into a contract with a qualified 
entity to conduct a feasibility study to de-
termine the best method of insuring seafood 
harvesters, including such data collection 
and analysis as is necessary to conduct the 
study. 

‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this subsection, the 
Corporation shall submit to the Committee 
on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate a report 
describing the results of the study.’’. 
SEC. 11025. BIOMASS AND SWEET SORGHUM EN-

ERGY CROP INSURANCE POLICIES. 
Section 522(c) of the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1522(c)) (as amend-
ed by section 11023) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(24) BIOMASS AND SWEET SORGHUM ENERGY 
CROP INSURANCE POLICIES.— 

‘‘(A) AUTHORITY.—The Corporation shall 
offer to enter into 1 or more contracts with 
qualified entities to carry out research and 
development regarding— 

‘‘(i) a policy to insure biomass sorghum 
that is grown expressly for the purpose of 
producing a feedstock for renewable biofuel, 
renewable electricity, or biobased products; 
and 

‘‘(ii) a policy to insure sweet sorghum that 
is grown for a purpose described in clause (i). 

‘‘(B) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.—Re-
search and development with respect to each 
of the policies described in subparagraph (A) 
shall evaluate the effectiveness of risk man-
agement tools for the production of biomass 
sorghum or sweet sorghum, including poli-
cies and plans of insurance that— 

‘‘(i) are based on market prices and yields; 
‘‘(ii) to the extent that insufficient data 

exist to develop a policy based on market 
prices and yields, are based on the use of 
weather indices, including, at a minimum, 
excessive or inadequate rainfall, to protect 
the interests of crop producers; and 

‘‘(iii) provide protection for production or 
revenue losses, or both.’’. 
SEC. 11026. ALFALFA CROP INSURANCE POLICY. 

Section 522(c) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1522(c)) (as amended by 
section 11024) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(25) ALFALFA CROP INSURANCE POLICY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Corporation shall 

offer to enter into 1 or more contracts with 
qualified entities to carry out research and 
development regarding a policy to insure al-
falfa. 

‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this paragraph, the 
Corporation shall submit to the Committee 
on Agriculture of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate a report 
that describes the results of the study con-
ducted under subparagraph (A).’’. 
SEC. 11027. CROP INSURANCE FOR ORGANIC 

CROPS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 508(c)(6) of the 

Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 
1508(c)(6)) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(D) ORGANIC CROPS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—As soon as possible, but 

not later than the 2015 reinsurance year, the 

Corporation shall offer producers of organic 
crops price elections for all organic crops 
produced in compliance with standards 
issued by the Department of Agriculture 
under the national organic program estab-
lished under the Organic Foods Production 
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) that reflect 
the actual retail or wholesale prices, as ap-
propriate, received by producers for organic 
crops, as determined by the Secretary using 
all relevant sources of information. 

‘‘(ii) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Corporation 
shall submit to the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate an annual report 
on progress made in developing and improv-
ing Federal crop insurance for organic crops, 
including— 

‘‘(I) the numbers and varieties of organic 
crops insured; 

‘‘(II) the progress of implementing the 
price elections required under this subpara-
graph, including the rate at which additional 
price elections are adopted for organic crops; 

‘‘(III) the development of new insurance 
approaches relevant to organic producers; 
and 

‘‘(IV) any recommendations the Corpora-
tion considers appropriate to improve Fed-
eral crop insurance coverage for organic 
crops.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
522(c) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 
U.S.C. 1522(c)) (as amended by section 11024) 
is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (10); and 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (11) 

through (24) as paragraphs (10) through (23), 
respectively. 
SEC. 11028. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 522(c) of the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1522(c)) is 
amended— 

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking 
‘‘Contracting’’; 

(2) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘may 
enter into contracts to carry out research 
and development to’’ and inserting ‘‘may 
conduct activities or enter into contracts to 
carry out research and development to main-
tain or improve existing policies or develop 
new policies to’’; 

(3) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘con-

duct research and development or’’ after 
‘‘The Corporation may’’; and 

(B) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—Before conducting re-
search and development or entering into a 
contract under subparagraph (A), the Cor-
poration shall follow the consultation re-
quirements described in section 
508(h)(4)(E).’’; 

(4) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘after ex-
pert review in accordance with section 505(e) 
and procedures of the Board’’ after ‘‘ap-
proved by the Board’’; and 

(5) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘a pasture, 
range, and forage program’’ and inserting 
‘‘policies that increase participation by pro-
ducers of underserved agricultural commod-
ities, including sweet sorghum, sorghum for 
biomass, specialty crops, sugarcane, and 
dedicated energy crops’’. 

(b) FUNDING.—Section 522(e) of the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1522(e)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(A) AUTHORITY.—’’ and in-

serting ‘‘(A) CONDUCTING AND CONTRACTING 
FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.—’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘con-
duct research and development and’’ after 
‘‘the Corporation may use to’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘con-
duct research and development and’’ after 
‘‘for the fiscal year to’’; 

(2) in paragraph (3), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘to pro-
vide either reimbursement payments or con-
tract payments’’; and 

(3) by striking paragraph (4). 
SEC. 11029. PILOT PROGRAMS. 

Section 523(a) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1523(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘, at the 
sole discretion of the Corporation,’’ after 
‘‘may’’; and 

(2) by striking paragraph (5). 
SEC. 11030. INDEX-BASED WEATHER INSURANCE 

PILOT PROGRAM. 
Section 523(a)(2) of the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1523(a)(2)) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘Under’’ inserting the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Under’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) INDEX-BASED WEATHER INSURANCE 

PILOT PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-

paragraph (A), the Corporation, at the sole 
discretion of the Corporation, may conduct a 
pilot program to provide financial assistance 
for producers of underserved crops and live-
stock (including specialty crops) to purchase 
an index-based weather insurance product 
from a private insurance company, subject 
to the requirements of this subparagraph. 

‘‘(ii) PAYMENT OF PREMIUM.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subclause (II) 

and clause (v), the Corporation may pay a 
portion of the premium for producers who 
purchase index-based weather insurance pro-
tection from a private insurance company 
for a crop and policy that is not reinsured 
under this subtitle, as determined by the 
Corporation. 

‘‘(II) CONDITION.—The premium assistance 
under subclause (I) shall not exceed 60 per-
cent of the estimated premium amount, 
based on expected losses, representative op-
erating expenses, and representative profit 
margins, as determined by the Corporation. 

‘‘(iii) ELIGIBLE PROVIDERS.—Before pro-
viding premium assistance to producers to 
purchase index-based weather insurance 
from a private insurance company pursuant 
to this subparagraph, the Corporation shall 
verify that the company has adequate expe-
rience— 

‘‘(I) to develop and manage the index-based 
weather insurance products, including ade-
quate resources, experience, and assets or 
sufficient reinsurance to meet the obliga-
tions of the company under this subpara-
graph; and 

‘‘(II) to support and deliver the index-based 
weather insurance products. 

‘‘(iv) PROCEDURES.—The Corporation shall 
develop and publish procedures to administer 
the pilot program under this subparagraph 
that— 

‘‘(I) require each applicable private insur-
ance company to report claim and sales data, 
and any other data the Corporation deter-
mines to be appropriate, to allow the Cor-
poration to evaluate product pricing and per-
formance; 

‘‘(II) allow the private insurance compa-
nies exclusive rights over the private insur-
ance offered under this subparagraph, includ-
ing rating of policies, protection of intellec-
tual property rights on the product or pol-
icy, and associated rating methodology, for 
the period during which the companies are 
eligible under clause (iii); and 

‘‘(III) contain such other requirements as 
the Corporation determines to be necessary 
to ensure that— 

‘‘(aa) the interests of producers are pro-
tected; and 
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‘‘(bb) the program operates in an actuari-

ally sound manner. 
‘‘(v) FUNDING.—Of the funds of the Corpora-

tion, the Corporation shall use to carry out 
this subparagraph $10,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2014 through 2018, to remain avail-
able until expended.’’. 
SEC. 11031. ENHANCING PRODUCER SELF-HELP 

THROUGH FARM FINANCIAL 
BENCHMARKING. 

(a) DEFINITION.—Section 502(b) of the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1502(b)) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (6) through 
(9) as paragraphs (7) through (10), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(6) FARM FINANCIAL BENCHMARKING.—The 
term ‘farm financial benchmarking’ means— 

‘‘(A) the process of comparing the perform-
ance of an agricultural enterprise against 
the performance of other similar enterprises, 
through the use of comparable and reliable 
data, in order to identify business manage-
ment strengths, weaknesses, and steps nec-
essary to improve management performance 
and business profitability; and 

‘‘(B) benchmarking of the type conducted 
by farm management and producer associa-
tions consistent with the activities described 
in or funded pursuant to section 1672D of the 
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade 
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5925f).’’. 

(b) PARTNERSHIPS FOR RISK MANAGEMENT 
FOR PRODUCERS OF SPECIALTY CROPS AND UN-
DERSERVED AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES.— 
Section 522(d)(3)(F) of the Federal Crop In-
surance Act (7 U.S.C. 1522(d)(3)(F)) is amend-
ed by inserting ‘‘farm financial 
benchmarking,’’ after ‘‘management,’’. 

(c) CROP INSURANCE EDUCATION AND RISK 
MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE.—Section 524(a) of 
the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 
1524(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3)(A), by inserting ‘‘farm 
financial benchmarking,’’ after ‘‘risk reduc-
tion,’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (4), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘(in-
cluding farm financial benchmarking)’’ after 
‘‘management strategies’’. 
SEC. 11032. BEGINNING FARMER AND RANCHER 

PROVISIONS. 
(a) DEFINITION.—Section 502(b) of the Fed-

eral Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1502(b)) (as 
amended by section 11029(a)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through 
(10) as paragraphs (4) through (11), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) BEGINNING FARMER OR RANCHER.—The 
term ‘beginning farmer or rancher’ means a 
farmer or rancher who has not actively oper-
ated and managed a farm or ranch with a 
bona fide insurable interest in a crop or live-
stock as an owner-operator, landlord, tenant, 
or sharecropper for more than 5 crop years, 
as determined by the Secretary.’’. 

(b) PREMIUM ADJUSTMENTS.—Section 508 of 
the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 
1508) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(5)(E), by inserting 
‘‘and beginning farmers or ranchers’’ after 
‘‘limited resource farmers’’; 

(2) in subsection (e), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(8) PREMIUM FOR BEGINNING FARMERS OR 
RANCHERS.—Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this subsection regarding payment 
of a portion of premiums, a beginning farmer 
or rancher shall receive premium assistance 
that is 10 percentage points greater than pre-
mium assistance that would otherwise be 
available under paragraphs (2) (except for 
subparagraph (A) of that paragraph), (5), (6), 
and (7) for the applicable policy, plan of in-

surance, and coverage level selected by the 
beginning farmer or rancher.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (g)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)(B)— 
(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 

end; 
(ii) in clause (ii)(III), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iii) if the producer is a beginning farmer 

or rancher who was previously involved in a 
farming or ranching operation, including in-
volvement in the decisionmaking or physical 
involvement in the production of the crop or 
livestock on the farm, for any acreage ob-
tained by the beginning farmer or rancher, a 
yield that is the higher of— 

‘‘(I) the actual production history of the 
previous producer of the crop or livestock on 
the acreage determined under subparagraph 
(A); or 

‘‘(II) a yield of the producer, as determined 
in clause (i).’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (4)(B)(ii) (as amended by 
section 11007)— 

(i) by inserting ‘‘(I)’’ after ‘‘(ii)’’; 
(ii) by striking the period at the end and 

inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(II) in the case of beginning farmers or 

ranchers, replace each excluded yield with a 
yield equal to 80 percent of the applicable 
transitional yield.’’. 

SEC. 11033. LIMITATION ON PREMIUM SUBSIDY 
BASED ON AVERAGE ADJUSTED 
GROSS INCOME. 

Section 508(e) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(e)) (as amended by 
section 11030(b)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(9) LIMITATION ON PREMIUM SUBSIDY BASED 
ON AVERAGE ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME.— 

‘‘(A) DEFINITION OF AVERAGE ADJUSTED 
GROSS INCOME.—In this paragraph, the term 
‘average adjusted gross income’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 1001D(a) 
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 
1308–3a(a)). 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this subtitle and begin-
ning with the 2014 reinsurance year, in the 
case of any producer that is a person or legal 
entity that has an average adjusted gross in-
come in excess of $750,000 based on the most 
recent data available from the Farm Service 
Agency as of the beginning of the reinsur-
ance year, the total amount of premium sub-
sidy provided with respect to additional cov-
erage under subsection (c), section 508B, or 
section 508C issued on behalf of the producer 
for a reinsurance year shall be 15 percentage 
points less than the premium subsidy pro-
vided in accordance with this subsection 
that would otherwise be available for the ap-
plicable policy, plan of insurance, and cov-
erage level selected by the producer. 

‘‘(C) APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(i) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the 

date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary, 
in consultation with the Government Ac-
countability Office, shall carry out a study 
to determine the effects of the limitation de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) on— 

‘‘(I) the overall operations of the Federal 
crop insurance program; 

‘‘(II) the number of producers participating 
in the Federal crop insurance program; 

‘‘(III) the level of coverage purchased by 
participating producers; 

‘‘(IV) the amount of premiums paid by par-
ticipating producers and the Federal Govern-
ment; 

‘‘(V) any potential liability for partici-
pating producers, approved insurance pro-
viders, and the Federal Government; 

‘‘(VI) different crops or growing regions; 
‘‘(VII) program rating structures; 

‘‘(VIII) creation of schemes or devices to 
evade the impact of the limitation; and 

‘‘(IX) administrative and operating ex-
penses paid to approved insurance providers 
and underwriting gains and loss for the Fed-
eral government and approved insurance pro-
viders. 

‘‘(ii) EFFECTIVENESS.—The limitation de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) shall not take ef-
fect unless the Secretary determines, 
through the study described in clause (i), 
that the limitation would not— 

‘‘(I) significantly increase the premium 
amount paid by producers with an average 
adjusted gross income of less than $750,000; 

‘‘(II) result in a decline in the crop insur-
ance coverage available to producers; and 

‘‘(III) increase the total cost of the Federal 
crop insurance program.’’. 

SEC. 11034. AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT AS-
SISTANCE, RISK MANAGEMENT EDU-
CATION, AND ORGANIC CERTIFI-
CATION COST SHARE ASSISTANCE. 

Section 524 of the Federal Crop Insurance 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1524) is amended by striking 
subsection (b) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(b) AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT ASSIST-
ANCE, RISK MANAGEMENT EDUCATION, AND OR-
GANIC CERTIFICATION COST SHARE ASSIST-
ANCE.— 

‘‘(1) AUTHORITY FOR PROVISION OF ASSIST-
ANCE.—The Secretary shall provide assist-
ance under this section as follows: 

‘‘(A) Provision of organic certification cost 
share assistance pursuant to section 10606 of 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 6523). 

‘‘(B) Activities to support risk manage-
ment education and community outreach 
partnerships pursuant to section 522(d), in-
cluding— 

‘‘(i) entering into futures or hedging; 
‘‘(ii) entering into agricultural trade op-

tions as a hedging transaction to reduce pro-
duction, price, or revenue risk; or 

‘‘(iii) conducting any other activity relat-
ing to an activity described in clause (i) or 
(ii), including farm financial benchmarking, 
as determined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(C) Provision of agricultural management 
assistance grants to producers in States in 
which there has been traditionally, and con-
tinues to be, a low level of Federal crop in-
surance participation and availability, and 
producers underserved by the Federal crop 
insurance program, as determined by the 
Secretary, for the purposes of— 

‘‘(i) constructing or improving— 
‘‘(I) watershed management structures; or 
‘‘(II) irrigation structures; 
‘‘(ii) planting trees to form windbreaks or 

to improve water quality; and 
‘‘(iii) mitigating financial risk through 

production or marketing diversification or 
resource conservation practices, including— 

‘‘(I) soil erosion control; 
‘‘(II) integrated pest management; 
‘‘(III) organic farming; or 
‘‘(IV) to develop and implement a plan to 

create marketing opportunities for the pro-
ducer, including through value-added proc-
essing. 

‘‘(2) PAYMENT LIMITATION.—The total 
amount of payments made to a person (as de-
fined in section 1001(a)(5) of the Food Secu-
rity Act (7 U.S.C. 1308(a)(5))) (as in existence 
before the amendment made by section 
1603(b) of the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 122 Stat. 
1730)) under paragraph (1) for any year may 
not exceed $50,000. 

‘‘(3) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

carry out this subsection through the Com-
modity Credit Corporation. 
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‘‘(B) FUNDING.—For each of fiscal years 

2014 through 2018, the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration shall make available to carry out 
this subsection $23,000,000. 

‘‘(C) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—Of the 
amount made available to carry out this sub-
section for a fiscal year, the Commodity 
Credit Corporation shall use not less than— 

‘‘(i) 50 percent to carry out paragraph 
(1)(A); 

‘‘(ii) 26 percent to carry out paragraph 
(1)(B); and 

‘‘(iii) 24 percent to carry out paragraph 
(1)(C).’’. 
SEC. 11035. CROP PRODUCTION ON NATIVE SOD. 

(a) FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE.—Section 
508(o) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 
U.S.C. 1508(o)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(B), by inserting ‘‘, or 
the producer cannot substantiate that the 
ground has ever been tilled,’’ after ‘‘tilled’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘for 
benefits under—’’ and all that follows 
through the period at the end and inserting 
‘‘for— 

‘‘(i) a portion of crop insurance premium 
subsidies under this subtitle in accordance 
with paragraph (3); 

‘‘(ii) benefits under section 196 of the Fed-
eral Agriculture Improvement and Reform 
Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7333); and 

‘‘(iii) payments described in section 1001(b) 
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 
1308(b)).’’; and 

(3) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(3) ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—During the first 4 crop 

years of planting on native sod acreage by a 
producer described in paragraph (2)— 

‘‘(i) paragraph (2) shall apply to 65 percent 
of the applicable transitional yield; and 

‘‘(ii) the crop insurance premium subsidy 
provided for the producer under this subtitle 
shall be 50 percentage points less than the 
premium subsidy that would otherwise 
apply. 

‘‘(B) YIELD SUBSTITUTION.—During the pe-
riod native sod acreage is covered by this 
subsection, a producer may not substitute 
yields for the native sod acreage.’’. 

(b) NONINSURED CROP DISASTER ASSIST-
ANCE.—Section 196(a)(4) of the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 7333(a)(4)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by inserting ‘‘, 
or the producer cannot substantiate that the 
ground has ever been tilled,’’ after ‘‘tilled’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (B)(i), by striking ‘‘for 
benefits under—’’ and all that follows 
through the period at the end and inserting 
‘‘for— 

‘‘(I) benefits under this section; 
‘‘(II) a portion of crop insurance premium 

subsidies under the Federal Crop Insurance 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) in accordance with 
subparagraph (C); and 

‘‘(III) payments described in section 1001(b) 
of the Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 
1308(b)).’’; and 

(3) by striking subparagraph (C) and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(C) ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—During the first 4 crop 

years of planting on native sod acreage by a 
producer described in subparagraph (B)— 

‘‘(I) subparagraph (B) shall apply to 65 per-
cent of the applicable transitional yield; and 

‘‘(II) the crop insurance premium subsidy 
provided for the producer under the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) 
shall be 50 percentage points less than the 
premium subsidy that would otherwise 
apply. 

‘‘(ii) YIELD SUBSTITUTION.—During the pe-
riod native sod acreage is covered by this 
paragraph, a producer may not substitute 
yields for the native sod acreage.’’. 

(c) CROPLAND REPORT.— 
(1) BASELINE.—Not later than 180 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall submit to the 
Committee on Agriculture of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a report that describes the cropland acre-
age in each county and State, and the 
change in cropland acreage from the pre-
ceding year in each county and State, begin-
ning with calendar year 2000 and including 
that information for the most recent year 
for which that information is available. 

(2) ANNUAL UPDATES.—Not later than Janu-
ary 1, 2014, and each January 1 thereafter 
through January 1, 2018, the Secretary of Ag-
riculture shall submit to the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate a report 
that describes— 

(A) the cropland acreage in each county 
and State as of the date of submission of the 
report; 

(B) the change in cropland acreage from 
the preceding year in each county and State; 
and 

(C) the number of acres of native sod that 
have been converted to cropland or to any 
other use in the preceding year in each coun-
ty and State. 
SEC. 11036. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS. 

Section 508(b) of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(b)) is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (7); and 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (8) through 

(11) as paragraphs (7) through (10), respec-
tively. 
SEC. 11037. GREATER ACCESSIBILITY FOR CROP 

INSURANCE. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) due to changes in commodity and other 

agricultural programs made by the Agri-
culture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, 
it is more important than ever that agricul-
tural producers be able to fully understand 
the terms of plans and policies of crop insur-
ance offered under the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.); and 

(2) proposed reductions by the Secretary in 
the number of State and local offices of the 
Farm Service Agency will reduce the serv-
ices available to assist agricultural pro-
ducers in understanding crop insurance. 

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR USE OF PLAIN LAN-
GUAGE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In issuing regulations and 
guidance relating to plans and policies of 
crop insurance, the Risk Management Agen-
cy and the Federal Crop Insurance Corpora-
tion shall, to the greatest extent practicable, 
use plain language, as required under Execu-
tive Orders 12866 (5 U.S.C. 601 note; relating 
to regulatory planning and review) and 12988 
(28 U.S.C. 519 note; relating to civil justice 
reform). 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on Ag-
riculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the Senate a report de-
scribing the efforts of the Secretary to accel-
erate compliance with the Executive orders 
described in paragraph (1). 

(c) WEBSITE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the approved in-
surance providers (as defined in section 
502(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 
U.S.C. 1502(b)), shall improve the existing 
Internet website through which agricultural 
producers in any State may identify crop in-
surance options in that State. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The website described 
in paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) provide answers in an easily accessible 
format to frequently asked questions; and 

(B) include published materials of the De-
partment of Agriculture that relate to plans 
and policies of crop insurance offered under 
that Act. 

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—Nothing in this sec-
tion authorizes the Risk Management Agen-
cy to sell a crop insurance policy or plan of 
insurance. 
SEC. 11038. GAO CROP INSURANCE FRAUD RE-

PORT. 
Section 515(d) of the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1515(d)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(6) GAO CROP INSURANCE FRAUD REPORT.— 
As soon as practicable after the date of en-
actment of this paragraph, the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall conduct, 
and submit to Congress a report describing 
the results of, a study regarding fraudulent 
claims filed, and benefits provided, under 
this subtitle.’’. 

TITLE XII—MISCELLANEOUS 
Subtitle A—Socially Disadvantaged 

Producers and Limited Resource Producers 
SEC. 12001. OUTREACH AND ASSISTANCE FOR SO-

CIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS 
AND RANCHERS AND VETERAN 
FARMERS AND RANCHERS. 

(a) OUTREACH AND ASSISTANCE FOR SO-
CIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS AND RANCH-
ERS AND VETERAN FARMERS AND RANCHERS.— 
Section 2501 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
2279) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by inserting 
‘‘AND VETERAN FARMERS AND RANCH-
ERS’’ after ‘‘RANCHERS’’; 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)(B)(i), by inserting 

‘‘and veteran farmers or ranchers’’ after 
‘‘ranchers’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FISCAL 

YEARS 2009 THROUGH 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘MAN-
DATORY FUNDING’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(III) in clause (ii), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(IV) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iii) $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 

through 2018.’’; and 
(ii) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $20,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’; 

(3) in subsection (b)(2), by inserting ‘‘or 
veteran farmers and ranchers’’ after ‘‘so-
cially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers’’; 
and 

(4) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by inserting ‘‘vet-

eran farmers or ranchers and’’ before ‘‘mem-
bers’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by inserting ‘‘vet-
eran farmers or ranchers and’’ before ‘‘mem-
bers’’. 

(b) DEFINITION OF VETERAN FARMER OR 
RANCHER.—Section 2501(e) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 
(7 U.S.C. 2279(e)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(7) VETERAN FARMER OR RANCHER.—The 
term ‘veteran farmer or rancher’ means a 
farmer or rancher who served in the active 
military, naval, or air service, and who was 
discharged or released from the service 
under conditions other than dishonorable.’’. 
SEC. 12002. SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS 

AND RANCHERS POLICY RESEARCH 
CENTER. 

Section 2501 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
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2279) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(i) SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS 
AND RANCHERS POLICY RESEARCH CENTER.— 
The Secretary shall award a grant, through a 
competitive grant program, to an eligible 
1890 Institution (as defined in section 2 of the 
Agricultural Research, Extension, and Edu-
cation Reform Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7601)) to 
establish a policy research center, to be 
known as the ‘Socially Disadvantaged Farm-
ers and Ranchers Policy Research Center’, 
for the purpose of developing policy rec-
ommendations for the protection and pro-
motion of the interests of socially disadvan-
taged farmers and ranchers.’’. 
SEC. 12003. OFFICE OF ADVOCACY AND OUT-

REACH. 
Section 226B(f)(3) of the Department of Ag-

riculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 
6934(f)(3)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection— 

‘‘(A) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2009 through 2013; and 

‘‘(B) $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 

Subtitle B—Livestock 
SEC. 12101. WILDLIFE RESERVOIR ZOONOTIC DIS-

EASE INITIATIVE. 
Title IV of the Agricultural Research, Ex-

tension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 (7 
U.S.C. 7621 et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 413. WILDLIFE RESERVOIR ZOONOTIC DIS-

EASE INITIATIVE. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF COVERED DISEASE.—In 

this section, the term ‘covered disease’ 
means a zoonotic disease affecting domestic 
livestock that is transmitted primarily from 
wildlife. 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
within the Department a wildlife reservoir 
zoonotic disease initiative to provide assist-
ance through Coordinated Agricultural 
Project grants for research and development 
of surveillance methods, vaccines, vaccina-
tion delivery systems, or diagnostic tests for 
covered diseases. 

‘‘(c) COVERED DISEASE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible for a grant 

under this section, an eligible entity shall 
conduct research and development of surveil-
lance methods, vaccines, vaccination deliv-
ery systems, or diagnostic tests for covered 
diseases in— 

‘‘(A) a wildlife reservoir in the United 
States; or 

‘‘(B) domestic livestock or wildlife pre-
senting a potential concern to public health. 

‘‘(2) PRIORITY.—In making grants under 
this section, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to grants that address— 

‘‘(A) Brucella abortus (Bovine Brucellosis); 
‘‘(B) Mycobacterium bovis (Bovine Tuber-

culosis); or 
‘‘(C) other zoonotic disease in livestock 

that is covered by a high-priority research 
and extension initiative conducted under 
section 1672 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 
5925). 

‘‘(d) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Secretary 
shall carry out the initiative established 
under subsection (b) through public sci-
entific research consortia that may consist 
of members from— 

‘‘(1) Federal agencies; 
‘‘(2) National Laboratories; 
‘‘(3) institutions of higher education; 
‘‘(4) research institutions and organiza-

tions; or 
‘‘(5) State agricultural experiment sta-

tions. 
‘‘(e) RESEARCH PROJECTS.—In carrying out 

this section, the Secretary shall award 
grants on a competitive basis. 

‘‘(f) ADMINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of grants 

awarded under this section, the Secretary 
shall— 

‘‘(A) seek and accept proposals for grants; 
‘‘(B) determine the relevance and merit of 

proposals through a system of peer and merit 
review in accordance with section 103; 

‘‘(C) award grants on the basis of merit, 
quality, and relevance; and 

‘‘(D) manage the initiative established 
under subsection (b) using a Coordinated Ag-
ricultural Project format. 

‘‘(2) TERM.—The term of a grant under this 
section may not exceed 10 years. 

‘‘(3) MATCHING FUNDS REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary shall require the recipient of a grant 
under this section to provide funds or in- 
kind support from non-Federal sources in an 
amount that is not less than 25 percent of 
the amount provided by the Federal Govern-
ment. 

‘‘(4) OTHER CONDITIONS.—The Secretary 
may set such other conditions on the award 
of a grant under this section as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate. 

‘‘(g) BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES.—Funds 
made available under this section shall not 
be used for— 

‘‘(1) the construction of a new building or 
facility; or 

‘‘(2) the acquisition, expansion, remod-
eling, or alteration of an existing building or 
facility (including site grading and improve-
ment and architect fees). 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 

appropriated to carry out this section 
$7,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 through 
2018. 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION.—Of the amount made 
available for a fiscal year under paragraph 
(1), the Secretary shall use not less than 30 
percent of the amount for the fiscal year to 
carry out activities under each of subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) of subsection (c)(2).’’. 
SEC. 12102. TRICHINAE CERTIFICATION PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION PROCESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 

amend the regulation issued under section 
11010(a)(2) of the Food, Conservation, and En-
ergy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8304(a)(2)) to imple-
ment the voluntary trichinae certification 
program established under section 11010(a)(1) 
of that Act, to include a requirement to es-
tablish an alternative trichinae certification 
process based on surveillance or other meth-
ods consistent with international standards 
for categorizing compartments as having 
negligible risk for trichinae. 

(2) FINAL REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date on which the inter-
national standards described in paragraph (1) 
are adopted, the Secretary shall finalize the 
rule amended under paragraph (1). 

(b) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 10405(d)(1) 
of the Animal Health Protection Act (7 
U.S.C. 8304(d)(1)) is amended in subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) by striking ‘‘2012’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 12103. NATIONAL AQUATIC ANIMAL HEALTH 

PLAN. 
Section 11013(d) of the Food, Conservation, 

and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8322(d)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2012’’ and inserting 
‘‘2018’’. 
SEC. 12104. SHEEP PRODUCTION AND MAR-

KETING GRANT PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of the Agricul-

tural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1621 et 
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 209. SHEEP PRODUCTION AND MARKETING 

GRANT PROGRAM. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary, act-

ing through the Administrator of the Agri-

cultural Marketing Service (referred to in 
this section as the ‘Secretary’) shall estab-
lish a competitive grant program for the pur-
poses of improving the United States sheep 
industry. 

‘‘(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the grant 
program shall be to strengthen and enhance 
the production and marketing of sheep and 
sheep products, including improvement of— 

‘‘(1) infrastructure; 
‘‘(2) business; 
‘‘(3) resource development; and 
‘‘(4) innovative approaches to solve long- 

term needs. 
‘‘(c) ELIGIBILITY.—The Secretary shall 

make grants under this section to 1 or more 
national entities the mission of which is con-
sistent with the purpose of the grant pro-
gram. 

‘‘(d) FUNDING.—Of the funds of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation, the Secretary 
shall use to carry out this section $1,500,000 
for fiscal year 2014, to remain available until 
expended.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 374 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 2008j) (as in existence on 
the day before the date of enactment of this 
Act) is— 

(1) amended in subsection (e)— 
(A) in paragraph (3)(D), by striking ‘‘3 per-

cent’’ and inserting ‘‘10 percent’’; and 
(B) by striking paragraph (6); and 
(2) redesignated as section 210 of the Agri-

cultural Marketing Act of 1946; and 
(3) moved so as to appear at the end of sub-

title A of that Act (as amended by sub-
section (a)). 
SEC. 12105. FERAL SWINE ERADICATION PILOT 

PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—To eradicate or control 

the threat feral swine pose to the domestic 
swine population, the entire livestock indus-
try, and the destruction of crops and natural 
plant communities and native habitats, the 
Secretary of Agriculture may establish a 
feral swine eradication pilot program. 

(b) PILOT.—Subject to the availability of 
appropriations under this section, the Sec-
retary may provide financial assistance for 
the cost of carrying out a pilot program— 

(1) to study and assess the nature and ex-
tent of damage to the pilot area caused by 
feral swine; 

(2) to develop methods to eradicate or con-
trol feral swine in the pilot area; and 

(3) to develop methods to restore damage 
caused by feral swine. 

(c) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service and the Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service coordinate to carry out the 
pilot program. 

(d) COST SHARING.— 
(1) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 

the costs of the pilot program under this sec-
tion may not exceed 75 percent of the total 
costs of carrying out the pilot program. 

(2) IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS.—The non-Fed-
eral share of the costs of the pilot program 
may be provided in the form of in-kind con-
tributions of materials or services. 

(e) LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EX-
PENSES.—Not more than 10 percent of finan-
cial assistance provided by the Secretary 
under this section may be used for adminis-
trative expenses. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $2,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018. 
SEC. 12106. NATIONAL ANIMAL HEALTH LABORA-

TORY NETWORK. 
Subtitle E of title X of the Farm Security 

and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 
8301 et seq.) is amended by inserting after 
section 10409 the following: 
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‘‘SEC. 10409A. NATIONAL ANIMAL HEALTH LAB-

ORATORY NETWORK. 
‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE LABORATORY.— 

In this section, the term ‘eligible laboratory’ 
means a diagnostic laboratory that meets 
specific criteria developed by the Secretary, 
in consultation with State animal health of-
ficials, State veterinary diagnostic labora-
tories, and veterinary diagnostic labora-
tories at institutions of higher education. 

‘‘(b) CONTRACTS.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with State veterinarians, shall 
offer to enter into contracts, grants, cooper-
ative agreements, or other legal instruments 
with eligible laboratories— 

‘‘(1) to enhance the capability of the Sec-
retary to respond in a timely manner to 
emerging or existing bioterrorist threats to 
animal health; and 

‘‘(2) to provide the capacity and capability 
for standardized— 

‘‘(A) test procedures, reference materials, 
and equipment; 

‘‘(B) laboratory biosafety and biosecurity 
levels; 

‘‘(C) quality management system require-
ments; 

‘‘(D) interconnected electronic reporting 
and transmission of data; and 

‘‘(E) evaluation for emergency prepared-
ness; and 

‘‘(3) to coordinate the development, imple-
mentation, and enhancement of national vet-
erinary diagnostic laboratory capabilities, 
with special emphasis on surveillance plan-
ning and vulnerability analysis, technology 
development and validation, training, and 
outreach. 

‘‘(c) PRIORITY.—To the extent practicable 
and to the extent capacity and specialized 
expertise may be necessary, the Secretary 
shall give priority to eligible laboratories at 
existing Federal facilities, State facilities, 
and facilities at institutions of higher edu-
cation. 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $15,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 12107. NATIONAL POULTRY IMPROVEMENT 

PLAN (NPIP). 
(a) SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM.—The Sec-

retary shall ensure that the Department of 
Agriculture continues to administer the 
avian influenza surveillance program in com-
mercial poultry through the National Poul-
try Improvement Program. 

(b) STANDARDS.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that the program described in sub-
section (a) meets any relevant standards es-
tablished by the World Organization for Ani-
mal Health. 

Subtitle C—Other Miscellaneous Provisions 
SEC. 12201. MILITARY VETERANS AGRICULTURAL 

LIAISON. 
Subtitle A of the Department of Agri-

culture Reorganization Act of 1994 is amend-
ed by inserting after section 218 (7 U.S.C. 
6918) the following: 
‘‘SEC. 219. MILITARY VETERANS AGRICULTURAL 

LIAISON. 
‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary shall 

establish in the Department the position of 
Military Veterans Agricultural Liaison. 

‘‘(b) DUTIES.—The Military Veterans Agri-
cultural Liaison shall— 

‘‘(1) provide information to returning vet-
erans about, and connect returning veterans 
with, beginning farmer training and agricul-
tural vocational and rehabilitation programs 
appropriate to the needs and interests of re-
turning veterans, including assisting vet-
erans in using Federal veterans educational 
benefits for purposes relating to beginning a 
farming or ranching career; 

‘‘(2) provide information to veterans con-
cerning the availability of and eligibility re-

quirements for participation in agricultural 
programs, with particular emphasis on be-
ginning farmer and rancher programs; 

‘‘(3) serving as a resource for assisting vet-
eran farmers and ranchers, and potential 
farmers and ranchers, in applying for partici-
pation in agricultural programs; and 

‘‘(4) advocating on behalf of veterans in 
interactions with employees of the Depart-
ment. 

‘‘(c) CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS.—For purposes of carrying out the du-
ties under subsection (b), the Military Vet-
erans Agricultural Liaison may enter into 
contracts or cooperative agreements with 
the research centers of the Agricultural Re-
search Service, institutions of higher edu-
cation, or nonprofit organizations for— 

‘‘(1) the conduct of regional research on 
the profitability of small farms; 

‘‘(2) the development of educational mate-
rials; 

‘‘(3) the conduct of workshops, courses, and 
certified vocational training; 

‘‘(4) the conduct of mentoring activities; or 
‘‘(5) the provision of internship opportuni-

ties.’’. 
SEC. 12202. INFORMATION GATHERING. 

Section 1619(b)(3) of the Food, Conserva-
tion, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8791) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(B) COOPERATION WITH STATE AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), in 
the case of a State agency, political subdivi-
sion, or local governmental agency that is 
charged with implementing an agriculture or 
conservation program under State law, on 
request of the State agency, political sub-
division, or local governmental agency, the 
information described in paragraph (2) shall 
be disclosed to the State agency, political 
subdivision, or local governmental agency if 
the Secretary determines that the State 
agency, political subdivision, or local gov-
ernmental agency demonstrates that the dis-
closure is required for implementing the 
State program. 

‘‘(ii) RESTRICTION.—Any information dis-
closed to a State agency, political subdivi-
sion, or local governmental agency under 
clause (i) shall be— 

‘‘(I) used solely by the State agency, polit-
ical subdivision, or local governmental agen-
cy; and 

‘‘(II) exempt from disclosure to the public, 
including under any State law that allows a 
citizen to petition a State agency for that 
information.’’. 
SEC. 12203. GRANTS TO IMPROVE SUPPLY, STA-

BILITY, SAFETY, AND TRAINING OF 
AGRICULTURAL LABOR FORCE. 

Section 14204(d) of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2008q–1(d)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section— 

‘‘(1) such sums as are necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2008 through 2013; and 

‘‘(2) $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 
through 2018.’’. 
SEC. 12204. NONINSURED CROP ASSISTANCE PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 196 of the Federal 

Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of 
1996 (7 U.S.C. 7333) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) COVERAGES.—In the case of an eligible 

crop described in paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall operate a non-
insured crop disaster assistance program to 
provide coverages based on individual yields 
(other than for value-loss crops) equivalent 
to— 

‘‘(i) catastrophic risk protection available 
under section 508(b) of the Federal Crop In-
surance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508(b)); or 

‘‘(ii) additional coverage available under 
subsections (c) and (h) of section 508 of that 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1508) that does not exceed 65 
percent. 

‘‘(B) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall 
carry out this section through the Farm 
Service Agency (referred to in this section as 
the ‘Agency’).’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the matter before clause (i), by strik-

ing ‘‘(except livestock)’’ and inserting ‘‘(ex-
cept livestock and crops and grasses used for 
grazing)’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘and’’ after 
the semicolon at the end; 

(III) by redesignating clause (ii) as clause 
(iii); and 

(IV) by inserting after clause (i) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(ii) for which additional coverage under 
subsections (c) and (h) of section 508 of that 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1508) is not available; and’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by inserting ‘‘(except ferns)’’ after ‘‘flo-

ricultural’’; 
(II) by inserting ‘‘(except ferns)’’ after ‘‘or-

namental nursery’’; and 
(III) by striking ‘‘(including ornamental 

fish)’’ and inserting ‘‘(including ornamental 
fish, but excluding tropical fish)’’; 

(2) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘The Sec-
retary’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to subsection 
(l), the Secretary’’; 

(3) in subsection (k)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘$250’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$260’’; and 
(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘$750’’ and inserting ‘‘$780’’; 

and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘$1,875’’ and inserting 

‘‘$1,950’’; and 
(4) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(l) PAYMENT EQUIVALENT TO ADDITIONAL 
COVERAGE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make available to a producer eligible for 
noninsured assistance under this section a 
payment equivalent to an indemnity for ad-
ditional coverage under subsections (c) and 
(h) of section 508 of the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1508) that does not exceed 
65 percent, computed by multiplying— 

‘‘(A) the quantity that is less than 50 to 65 
percent of the established yield for the crop, 
as determined by the Secretary, specified in 
increments of 5 percent; 

‘‘(B) 100 percent of the average market 
price for the crop, as determined by the Sec-
retary; and 

‘‘(C) a payment rate for the type of crop, as 
determined by the Secretary, that reflects— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a crop that is produced 
with a significant and variable harvesting 
expense, the decreasing cost incurred in the 
production cycle for the crop that is, as ap-
plicable— 

‘‘(I) harvested; 
‘‘(II) planted but not harvested; or 
‘‘(III) prevented from being planted be-

cause of drought, flood, or other natural dis-
aster, as determined by the Secretary; or 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a crop that is produced 
without a significant and variable harvesting 
expense, such rate as shall be determined by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) PREMIUM.—To be eligible to receive a 
payment under this subsection, a producer 
shall pay— 

‘‘(A) the service fee required by subsection 
(k); and 

‘‘(B) a premium for the applicable crop 
year that is equal to— 

‘‘(i) the product obtained by multiplying— 
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‘‘(I) the number of acres devoted to the eli-

gible crop; 
‘‘(II) the yield, as determined by the Sec-

retary under subsection (e); 
‘‘(III) the coverage level elected by the pro-

ducer; 
‘‘(IV) the average market price, as deter-

mined by the Secretary; and 
‘‘(ii) 5.25-percent premium fee. 
‘‘(3) LIMITED RESOURCE, BEGINNING, AND SO-

CIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS.—The addi-
tional coverage made available under this 
subsection shall be available to limited re-
source, beginning, and socially disadvan-
taged producers, as determined by the Sec-
retary, in exchange for a premium that is 50 
percent of the premium determined for a 
producer under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(4) ADDITIONAL AVAILABILITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable 

after October 1, 2013, the Secretary shall 
make assistance available to producers of an 
otherwise eligible crop described in sub-
section (a)(2) that suffered losses— 

‘‘(i) to a 2012 annual fruit crop grown on a 
bush or tree; and 

‘‘(ii) in a county covered by a declaration 
by the Secretary of a natural disaster for 
production losses due to a freeze or frost. 

‘‘(B) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall 
make assistance available under subpara-
graph (A) in an amount equivalent to assist-
ance available under paragraph (1), less any 
fees not previously paid under paragraph 
(2).’’. 

(b) TERMINATION DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective October 1, 2018, 

subsection (a) and the amendments made by 
subsection (a) (other than the amendments 
made by clauses (i)(I) and (ii) of subsection 
(a)(1)(B)) are repealed. 

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—Effective October 1, 
2018, section 196 of the Federal Agriculture 
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 (7 
U.S.C. 7333) shall be applied and adminis-
tered as if subsection (a) and the amend-
ments made by subsection (a) (other than 
the amendments made by clauses (i)(I) and 
(ii) of subsection (a)(1)(B)) had not been en-
acted. 

SEC. 12205. BIOENERGY COVERAGE IN NON-
INSURED CROP ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM. 

Section 196(a)(2)(B) of the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 7333(a)(2)(B)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘(including those grown expressly for the 
purpose of producing a feedstock for renew-
able biofuel, renewable electricity, or 
biobased products)’’ after ‘‘industrial crops’’. 

SEC. 12206. REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND INFRA-
STRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT. 

Section 15751 of title 40, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘2012’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2018’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Not more than’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), not more than’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) LIMITED FUNDING.—In a case in which 

less than $10,000,000 is made available to a 
Commission for a fiscal year under this sec-
tion, paragraph (1) shall not apply.’’. 

SEC. 12207. OFFICE OF TRIBAL RELATIONS. 

Title III of the Department of Agriculture 
Reorganization Act of 1994 is amended by 
adding after section 308 (7 U.S.C. 3125a note; 
Public Law 103–354) the following: 

‘‘SEC. 309. OFFICE OF TRIBAL RELATIONS. 

‘‘The Secretary shall establish in the Of-
fice of the Secretary an Office of Tribal Rela-
tions.’’. 

SEC. 12208. ACER ACCESS AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM. 

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED; AUTHORIZED AC-
TIVITIES.—The Secretary of Agriculture may 
make grants to States and tribal govern-
ments to support their efforts to promote 
the domestic maple syrup industry through 
the following activities: 

(1) Promotion of research and education re-
lated to maple syrup production. 

(2) Promotion of natural resource sustain-
ability in the maple syrup industry. 

(3) Market promotion for maple syrup and 
maple-sap products. 

(4) Encouragement of owners and operators 
of privately held land containing species of 
tree in the genus Acer— 

(A) to initiate or expand maple-sugaring 
activities on the land; or 

(B) to voluntarily make the land available, 
including by lease or other means, for access 
by the public for maple-sugaring activities. 

(b) APPLICATIONS.—In submitting an appli-
cation for a grant under this section, a State 
or tribal government shall include— 

(1) a description of the activities to be sup-
ported using the grant funds; 

(2) a description of the benefits that the 
State or tribal government intends to 
achieve as a result of engaging in such ac-
tivities; and 

(3) an estimate of the increase in maple- 
sugaring activities or maple syrup produc-
tion that the State or tribal government an-
ticipates will occur as a result of engaging in 
such activities. 

(c) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—Nothing 
in this section preempts a State or tribal 
government law, including any State or trib-
al government liability law. 

(d) DEFINITION OF MAPLE SUGARING.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘maple-sugaring’’ 
means the collection of sap from any species 
of tree in the genus Acer for the purpose of 
boiling to produce food. 

(e) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall promulgate such regulations as 
are necessary to carry out this section. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $20,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2014 and 2015. 
SEC. 12209. PROHIBITION ON ATTENDING AN ANI-

MAL FIGHT OR CAUSING A MINOR 
TO ATTEND AN ANIMAL FIGHT; EN-
FORCEMENT OF ANIMAL FIGHTING 
PROVISIONS. 

(a) PROHIBITION ON ATTENDING AN ANIMAL 
FIGHT OR CAUSING A MINOR TO ATTEND AN 
ANIMAL FIGHT.—Section 26 of the Animal 
Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. 2156) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘SPON-

SORING OR EXHIBITING AN ANIMAL IN’’ and in-
serting ‘‘SPONSORING OR EXHIBITING AN ANI-
MAL IN, ATTENDING, OR CAUSING A MINOR TO 
ATTEND’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘IN GEN-

ERAL’’ and inserting ‘‘SPONSORING OR EXHIB-
ITING’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘paragraph (3)’’; 

(C) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(D) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) ATTENDING OR CAUSING A MINOR TO AT-
TEND.—It shall be unlawful for any person 
to— 

‘‘(A) knowingly attend an animal fighting 
venture; or 

‘‘(B) knowingly cause a minor to attend an 
animal fighting venture.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (g), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(5) the term ‘minor’ means a person under 
the age of 18 years old.’’. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT OF ANIMAL FIGHTING PRO-
HIBITIONS.—Section 49 of title 18, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Whoever’’ and inserting 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Whoever’’; 

(2) in subsection (a), as designated by para-
graph (1) of this section, by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a),’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(a)(1),’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) ATTENDING AN ANIMAL FIGHTING VEN-

TURE.—Whoever violates subsection (a)(2)(A) 
of section 26 of the Animal Welfare Act (7 
U.S.C. 2156) shall be fined under this title, 
imprisoned for not more than 1 year, or both, 
for each violation. 

‘‘(c) CAUSING A MINOR TO ATTEND AN ANI-
MAL FIGHTING VENTURE.—Whoever violates 
subsection (a)(2)(B) of section 26 (7 U.S.C. 
2156) of the Animal Welfare Act shall be fined 
under this title, imprisoned for not more 
than 3 years, or both, for each violation.’’. 
SEC. 12210. PIMA COTTON TRUST FUND. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF TRUST FUND.—There 
is established in the Treasury of the United 
States a trust fund to be known as the 
‘‘Pima Cotton Trust Fund’’, consisting of 
such amounts as may be transferred to the 
Pima Cotton Trust Fund pursuant to the au-
thorization of appropriations under sub-
section (e). 

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—From 
amounts in the Pima Cotton Trust Fund, the 
Secretary may make payments annually be-
ginning in fiscal year 2014 as follows: 

(1) To nationally recognized associations 
established for the promotion of pima cotton 
for use in textile and apparel goods. 

(2) To yarn spinners of pima cotton that 
produce ring spun cotton yarns in the United 
States, to be allocated to each spinner in an 
amount that bears the same ratio as— 

(A) the spinner’s production of ring spun 
cotton yarns, measuring less than 83.33 
decitex (exceeding 120 metric number) from 
pima cotton in single and plied form during 
the period January 1, 1998, through December 
31, 2003 (as evidenced by an affidavit provided 
by the spinner that meets the requirements 
of subsection (c)) bears to— 

(B) the production of the yarns described 
in subparagraph (A) during the period Janu-
ary 1, 1998, through December 31, 2003, for all 
spinners who qualify under this paragraph. 

(3) To manufacturers who cut and sew cot-
ton shirts in the United States who certify 
that they used imported cotton fabric during 
the period January 1, 1998, through July 1, 
2003, to be allocated to each such manufac-
turer in an amount that bears the same ratio 
as— 

(A) the dollar value (excluding duty, ship-
ping, and related costs) of imported woven 
cotton shirting fabric of 80s or higher count 
and 2-ply in warp purchased by the manufac-
turer during calendar year 2002 (as evidenced 
by an affidavit provided by the manufacturer 
that meets the requirements of subsection 
(d)) used in the manufacturing of men’s and 
boys’ cotton shirts, bears to— 

(B) the dollar value (excluding duty, ship-
ping, and related costs) of the fabric de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) purchased during 
calendar year 2002 by all manufacturers who 
qualify under this paragraph. 

(c) AFFIDAVIT OF YARN SPINNERS.—The affi-
davit required by subsection (c)(2)(A) is a no-
tarized affidavit provided annually by an of-
ficer of a producer of ring spun yarns that af-
firms— 

(1) that the producer used pima cotton dur-
ing the year in which the affidavit is filed 
and during the period January 1, 2002, 
through December 31, 2002, to produce ring 
spun cotton yarns in the United States, 
measuring less than 83.33 decitex (exceeding 
120 metric number), in single and plied form 
during 2002; 
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(2) the quantity, measured in pounds, of 

ring spun cotton yarns, measuring less than 
83.33 decitex (exceeding 120 metric number), 
in single and plied form during calendar year 
2002; and 

(3) that the producer maintains supporting 
documentation showing the quantity of such 
yarns produced, and evidencing the yarns as 
ring spun cotton yarns, measuring less than 
83.33 decitex (exceeding 120 metric number), 
in single and plied form during calendar year 
2002. 

(d) AFFIDAVIT OF SHIRTING MANUFACTUR-
ERS.—The affidavit required by subsection 
(c)(3)(A) is a notarized affidavit provided an-
nually by an officer of a manufacturer of 
men’s and boys’ shirts that affirms— 

(1) that the manufacturer used imported 
cotton fabric during the year in which the 
affidavit is filed and during the period Janu-
ary 1, 1998, through July 1, 2003, to cut and 
sew men’s and boys’ woven cotton shirts in 
the United States; 

(2) the dollar value of imported woven cot-
ton shirting fabric of 80s or higher count and 
2-ply in warp purchased by the manufacturer 
during calendar year 2002; 

(3) that the manufacturer maintains in-
voices along with other supporting docu-
mentation (such as price lists and other 
technical descriptions of the fabric qualities) 
showing the dollar value of such fabric pur-
chased, the date of purchase, and evidencing 
the fabric as woven cotton fabric of 80s or 
higher count and 2-ply in warp; and 

(4) that the fabric was suitable for use in 
the manufacturing of men’s and boys’ cotton 
shirts. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2019. 
SEC. 12211. AGRICULTURE WOOL APPAREL MAN-

UFACTURERS TRUST FUND. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF TRUST FUND.—There 

is established in the Treasury of the United 
States a trust fund to be known as the ‘‘Ag-
riculture Wool Apparel Manufacturers Trust 
Fund’’ (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Wool Trust Fund’’), consisting of such 
amounts as may be transferred to the Wool 
Trust Fund pursuant to the authorization of 
appropriations under subsection (e). 

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—From 
amounts in the Wool Trust Fund, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture may make payments 
annually beginning in fiscal year 2014 for cal-
endar years 2010 through 2019 as follows: 

(1) To eligible manufactures under para-
graph (3) of section 4002(c) of the Wool Suit 
and Textile Trade Extension Act of 2004 
(Public Law 108–429; 118 Stat. 2600), as 
amended by section 1633(c) of the Miscella-
neous Trade and Technical Corrections Act 
of 2006 (Public Law 109–280; 120 Stat. 1166) and 
section 325(b) of the Tax Extenders and Al-
ternative Minimum Tax Relief Act of 2008 
(division C of Public Law 110–343; 122 Stat. 
3875), who filed an affidavit with U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection not later than 
April 15 of the year of the payment, so that 
the amount of such payments, when added to 
any other payments made to eligible manu-
facturers under that paragraph in calendar 
years 2010 through 2019, equal the total 
amount of payments authorized to be pro-
vided to eligible manufacturers under that 
paragraph, or the provisions of this section, 
in such calendar years. 

(2) To eligible manufacturers under para-
graph (6) of such section 4002(c), so that the 
amount of such payments, when added to 
any other payments made to eligible manu-
facturers under that paragraph in calendar 
years 2010 through 2019, equal the total 
amount of payments authorized to be pro-
vided to eligible manufacturers under that 

paragraph, or the provisions of this section, 
in such calendar years. 

(c) PAYMENT OF AMOUNTS.—The Secretary 
of Agriculture shall make payments to eligi-
ble manufacturers described in paragraphs 
(1) and (2) of subsection (b)— 

(1) for calendar years 2010 through 2013, not 
later than 30 days after the transfer of 
amounts from the general fund of the Treas-
ury to the Wool Trust Fund under this sec-
tion; and 

(2) for calendar years 2014 through 2019, not 
later than April 15 of the year of the pay-
ment. 

(d) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAW.—The pay-
ments authorized under this section shall be 
made through the end of fiscal year 2019 not-
withstanding any lapse of authority under 
any other provision of law to transfer funds 
to— 

(1) the Wool Apparel Manufacturers Trust 
Fund established by section 4002(c) of the 
Wool Suit and Textile Trade Extension Act 
of 2004 (Public Law 108–429; 118 Stat. 2600), as 
amended by section 1633(c) of the Miscella-
neous Trade and Technical Corrections Act 
of 2006 (Public Law 109–280; 120 Stat. 1166) and 
section 325(b) of the Tax Extenders and Al-
ternative Minimum Tax Relief Act of 2008 
(division C of Public Law 110–343; 122 Stat. 
3875); or 

(2) the Wool Research, Development, and 
Promotion Trust Fund established by 506 of 
the Trade and Development Act of 2000 (7 
U.S.C. 7101 note). 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2019. 
SEC. 12212. CITRUS DISEASE RESEARCH AND DE-

VELOPMENT TRUST FUND. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF TRUST FUND.—There 

is established in the Treasury of the United 
States a trust fund to be known as the ‘‘Cit-
rus Disease Research and Development Trust 
Fund’’ (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Citrus Trust Fund’’), consisting of such 
amounts as may be transferred to the Citrus 
Trust Fund pursuant to the authorization of 
appropriations under subsection (f). 

(b) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—From 
amounts in the Citrus Trust Fund, the Sec-
retary may make payments annually begin-
ning in fiscal year 2014 to the following: 

(1) Entities engaged in scientific research 
concerning diseases and pests, both domestic 
and invasive, afflicting the citrus industry. 

(2) Entities engaged in dissemination and 
commercialization of relevant information, 
techniques, or technologies, or in research 
projects intended to solve problems caused 
by citrus production diseases and invasive 
pests. 

(3) The Citrus Disease Research and Devel-
opment Trust Fund Advisory Board, if estab-
lished under subsection (c). 

(c) CITRUS ADVISORY BOARD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts in the Cit-

rus Trust Fund, and with the advice and rec-
ommendations of citrus producers and other 
entities with an interest in the citrus indus-
try, the Secretary may establish a Citrus 
Disease Research and Development Trust 
Fund Advisory Board (in this subsection re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Citrus Advisory Board’’). 

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The Citrus Advisory 
Board, if established under paragraph (1), 
shall consist of 9 members, who shall be ap-
pointed by the Secretary as follows: 

(A) Five members who are domestic pro-
ducers of citrus in Florida. 

(B) Three members who are domestic pro-
ducers of citrus in Arizona or California. 

(C) One member who is a domestic pro-
ducer of citrus in Texas. 

(3) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary may pre-
scribe such rules and regulations as are nec-
essary to carry out this subsection, includ-

ing rules establishing procedures for dis-
qualification from service on the Citrus Ad-
visory Board, appointment terms for mem-
bers of the Citrus Advisory Board, compensa-
tion for those members, and powers and re-
sponsibilities of the Citrus Advisory Board. 

(4) LIMITATION ON EXPENDITURES.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that not more than 5 per-
cent of total expenditures from the Citrus 
Trust Fund in any year are used for the oper-
ations of the Citrus Advisory Board. 

(d) SECRETARIAL DISCRETION OF FUND ALLO-
CATION.—Subject to subsection (e), in distrib-
uting amounts under subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall give strong deference to pro-
viding funding for research projects explor-
ing the proximity of citrus producers to the 
effects of diseases such as huanglongbing and 
the quickly evolving nature of scientific un-
derstanding of the effect of the diseases on 
citrus production. 

(e) OTHER FUNDING.—The Secretary should 
take into account other public and private 
citrus-related research and development 
projects and funding. 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2019. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair announces, on behalf of the Re-
publican leader, after consultation 
with the ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, pursuant to 
the provisions of Public Law 112–239, 
the appointment of the following indi-
viduals to be members of the Military 
Compensation and Retirement Mod-
ernization Commission: The Honorable 
Stephen E. Buyer, of Indiana, and Ed-
mund P. Giambastiani, Admiral, US 
Navy (ret), of Florida. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
12, 2013 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow, June 12; 
that following the prayer and the 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and that following any lead-
er remarks the Senate be in a period of 
morning business for 1 hour, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each during that time, 
with the time equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or 
their designees, with the majority con-
trolling the first half and the Repub-
licans the final half; further, that fol-
lowing morning business the Senate re-
sume consideration of S. 744. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. REID. Madam President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that it adjourn under the previous 
order. 
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There being no objection, the Senate, 

at 6:39 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, June 12, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

STEPHEN WOOLMAN PRESTON, OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA, TO BE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPART-

MENT OF DEFENSE, VICE JEH CHARLES JOHNSON, RE-
SIGNED. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
JASON FURMAN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A MEMBER AND 

CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS, 
VICE ALAN B. KRUEGER. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DANIEL BROOKS BAER, OF COLORADO, TO BE U.S. REP-

RESENTATIVE TO THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY 
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE, WITH THE RANK OF AM-
BASSADOR. 

KEITH MICHAEL HARPER, OF MARYLAND, FOR THE 
RANK OF AMBASSADOR DURING HIS TENURE OF SERVICE 
AS UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN 
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL. 

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

MICHAEL G. CARROLL, OF NEW YORK, TO BE INSPEC-
TOR GENERAL, UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTER-
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, VICE DONALD A. 
GAMBATESA, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

JAMES COLE, JR., OF NEW YORK, TO BE GENERAL 
COUNSEL, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, VICE CHARLES 
P. ROSE. 

CATHERINE ELIZABETH LHAMON, OF CALIFORNIA, TO 
BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, DEPART-
MENT OF EDUCATION, VICE RUSSLYN ALI. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE 2012 ROBERT 
W. CAREY PERFORMANCE EX-
CELLENCE AWARD FOR THE 
SOUTHERN ARIZONA VA HEALTH 
CARE SYSTEM 

HON. RON BARBER 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Southern Arizona VA Health Care 
System, which has been awarded the 2012 
Robert W. Carey Performance Excellence 
Award. 

As Congress continues to work to improve 
veterans’ services, I believe it is important that 
we take the time to recognize the outstanding 
dedication of our VA employees. The com-
mitted men and women of the Southern Ari-
zona VA Health Care System strive every day 
to provide quality support and care for our Ari-
zona veterans who have sacrificed so much 
for our country. Our veterans deserve the 
highest quality of care, and the Robert W. 
Carey Performance Award recognizes the 
Southern Arizona VA Health Care System’s 
commitment to achieving this goal. 

The Southern Arizona VA Health Care Sys-
tem is a leader in veteran health care. Collec-
tively, the various parts of the system provide 
quality services to more than 177,000 vet-
erans. The Southern Arizona VA Health Care 
System not only provides general and primary 
care but a myriad of specialty services includ-
ing neurology, rehabilitation, and mental 
health. 

The Robert W. Carey Performance Excel-
lence Award is an annual award sponsored by 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. The award 
recognizes specific organizations within the 
VA that have implemented management ap-
proaches that result in sustained high levels of 
performance and service to our nation’s vet-
erans. Mr. Speaker, I can think of no better re-
cipient of this year’s award than the Southern 
Arizona Veterans Affairs Health Care System, 
SAVAHCS. I congratulate the employees of 
SAVAHCS on this well–deserved recognition 
of the care they provide to our veterans. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. BRUCE AYERS 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a long-time friend 
and tremendous leader in Kentucky, Dr. Bruce 
Ayers upon his retirement as President of the 
Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical 
College. 

Dr. Bruce Ayers is arguably one of the most 
brilliant educators and dedicated businessmen 
in Kentucky. He understands the value of forg-
ing new partnerships, expanding educational 

opportunities, and mentoring young leaders. 
He is also an avid ambassador for our beau-
tiful region, promoting our rich culture and her-
itage with every opportunity. 

Dr. Ayers enjoys explaining how he ‘‘grew 
up’’ at Southeast, spending nearly a half-cen-
tury at the institution. After bravely serving in 
the U.S. Marine Corps with a deployment at 
Guantanamo Bay, Bruce became a student at 
what used to be the Southeast Center of the 
University of Kentucky in Cumberland. He 
quickly displayed leadership qualities by help-
ing to establish the college’s award-winning 
newspaper, The Southeasterner, before mov-
ing on to the University of Kentucky in Lex-
ington. After earning his Master’s degree, 
Bruce immediately returned to Southeast as a 
faculty member and worked diligently to be-
come the 8th President of SKCTC in 1987. 

With Dr. Ayers at the helm of his alma 
mater, Southeast has grown from a small 
campus with 1,100 students to well over 5,000 
students spanning five cities with individual 
campuses. With his vision and compassion to 
help others succeed, the college established a 
Nursing School, the Kentucky Coal Academy, 
the Pine Mountain Development Corporation, 
and multiple outreach programs for younger 
students, beginning in elementary school. 
Most recently, he has worked tirelessly to help 
laid-off coal miners get the education they 
need to pursue alternative careers in the midst 
of economic struggles in our Appalachian 
coalfields. 

Dr. Ayers’ exemplary leadership has earned 
national recognition. He is the founding chair 
of the Rural Community College Alliance; he 
served as an adjunct member on the graduate 
faculty of the Department of Instructional Sys-
tems, Leadership, and Workforce Develop-
ment at Mississippi State University; and 
served as a local advisor for students pursuing 
a PhD in Community College Leadership 
through MSU. Additionally, under his leader-
ship, the Aspen Institute selected SKCTC as 
one of the top ten community colleges in the 
nation earlier this year. 

While his excellence in education has large-
ly defined his career, Dr. Ayers’ footprint ex-
tends far beyond the Southeast campuses, 
through his tireless community service efforts 
in the tri-city area of Harlan County and our 
entire region. Dr. Ayers has been a huge ad-
vocate for non-profit, grassroots programs like 
our region’s tourism initiative, TOUR Southern 
and Eastern Kentucky; the environmental 
cleanup campaign, Eastern Kentucky PRIDE; 
and the holistic anti-drug program, Operation 
UNITE. I believe he spends each day trying to 
find a way to give more back to the region he 
calls home. He is truly a difference maker. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring my friend and a true inspiration, 
Dr. Bruce Ayers on his retirement. I wish 
Bruce and his wife, Barbara all the best in the 
years to come. 

REMEMBERING THE HONORABLE 
RUDY CLAY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
deep sadness and the utmost respect that I 
take this time to remember a dear friend and 
one of Indiana’s most distinguished citizens, 
the Honorable Rudolph Clay, former Mayor of 
Gary, Indiana. On Tuesday, June 4, 2013, 
Rudy Clay passed away at the age of 77. 
Known for his many years of public service 
and his countless efforts toward improving the 
lives of Northwest Indiana residents, Rudy will 
be missed by his family, friends, constituents, 
and the many people whose lives he touched. 

Rudolph Clay was born in Courtland, Ala-
bama. He and his brother, David, were raised 
by their aunts, Daisy Washington and Mary 
Lucy Hunter, in Gary, Indiana, following the 
passing of his mother. Rudy graduated from 
Roosevelt High School in Gary before con-
tinuing his education at Indiana University in 
Bloomington, which he attended on a track 
scholarship. After returning to Gary, he met 
and fell in love with Christine Swan, whom he 
wed on November 30, 1957. From 1958 to 
1960, Rudy began what would become a life-
time of public service by serving in the United 
States Army. During this time, Rudy’s calling 
to fight injustice and to serve the public, espe-
cially those most in need, and his unwavering 
desire to be a catalyst for positive change, led 
him on his extraordinary journey. 

Rudolph Clay was elected to the Indiana 
State Senate in 1972. While in this position, 
the focus of his efforts included working to-
ward improved training programs for prison in-
mates and the creation of a victim’s com-
pensation fund. Following his service in the In-
diana General Assembly, Rudy was elected to 
the Lake County Council in 1978 and re–elect-
ed in 1982. During his time on the Council, 
Rudy’s dedication to equal rights impelled him 
to be an outspoken leader in the fight to elimi-
nate unfair hiring practices in Lake County 
government. He was elected Lake County Re-
corder in 1984, and three years later, he was 
elected to the Lake County Board of Commis-
sioners, a capacity in which he remained for 
four terms. 

In 2005, Rudy became the first African 
American elected to serve as the Lake County 
Democratic Chairman, a position he held until 
2009. 

In 2006, recognizing the leadership Rudy 
Clay would bring to the people of Gary, the 
Gary Precinct Organization appointed him to 
be the next mayor of Gary, and he was elect-
ed to the position the following year. Mayor 
Clay was the epitome of a public servant. His 
energetic dedication to serving people and his 
profound compassion for them, especially 
those most in need, was limitless. Throughout 
his illustrious career, Rudy received many es-
teemed honors for his outstanding commit-
ment and his constant efforts to improve the 
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quality of life for the people of Gary and 
throughout Northwest Indiana. 

While Rudy was fully committed to the im-
provement of Gary and Northwest Indiana, his 
greatest source of pride was always his family. 
He is survived by his devoted wife, Christine, 
and his beloved son, Rudy Jr. Rudy also 
leaves behind many other dear friends and 
family members, as well as a saddened but 
grateful community whose lives have been 
made better by having had Mayor Clay live 
amongst them. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
paying tribute to my dear friend, and a true 
public servant, Rudolph Clay. For his tremen-
dous contributions to the people of Gary and 
all of Northwest Indiana, he has earned our 
admiration. Rudy Clay’s unselfish and lifelong 
devotion to civil justice and to serving those 
most in need will be forever remembered. His 
legacy serves as an inspiration to us all. 

f 

STEPHANI RUVALCABA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Stephani 
Ruvalcaba for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Stephani Ruvalcaba is a 12th grader at Jeffer-
son High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Stephani 
Ruvalcaba is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Stephani Ruvalcaba for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER CARLETON J. 
GILES ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to join the many 
family, friends, and colleagues who have gath-
ered to celebrate with Officer Carleton J. Giles 
as he marks the end of his distinguished ca-
reer after thirty-three years of dedicated serv-
ice with the Norwalk Department of Police 
Services. I am honored to have this oppor-
tunity to pay him tribute for both his service at 
the Department and in the community. 

I have had the honor of knowing and work-
ing with Carleton for many years. Over the 
course of his career, he has earned the re-
spect and admiration of all those who have 
been fortunate enough to have worked with 

him. That is particularly true with the City of 
Norwalk’s young people. Carleton was one of 
the first trained D.A.R.E. officers in the State 
of Connecticut and he has influenced the lives 
of nearly every 5th grade student in the City 
since the program’s implementation in 1987. 
In addition to D.A.R.E., Carleton also taught 
Gang Resistance Education and Training 
(GREAT) in each of the middle schools and 
also worked with high school students as a 
certified School Resource Officer. His leader-
ship and commitment has served as a model 
not only for the students he has worked with 
but for his fellow police officers as well. 

Carleton has become a beloved fixture in 
the Norwalk community. Well known for his 
work with the Police Activities League Sum-
mer Camp as well as the Drug Education for 
Youth Summer Camp, he has provided sup-
port and guidance to some of the community’s 
most vulnerable families. As an ordained cler-
gyman, he served as a chaplain for both the 
Norwalk Fire Department as well as with the 
Police Department’s chaplain corps—offering 
comfort and spiritual guidance in some of the 
most critical times and incidents in the lives of 
the departments and his fellow first respond-
ers. 

Carleton’s passion for making a difference 
extends far beyond his work with the Depart-
ment. An ordained minister with the First Bap-
tist Church of Milford, he has nourished the 
souls of many with his spiritual guidance. He 
has served his community of Milford as the 
Chair of the Police Commission and running 
for elected office on the Board of Alderman. 
And I would be remiss if I did not extend a 
special note of thanks to him for his willing-
ness to assist me as a member of my Service 
Academy Advisory Committee where he takes 
the time to interview students interested in at-
tending our nation’s military academies and 
advise me on recommendations for nomina-
tions. I cannot thank him enough for his many 
years of friendship and support. 

Police officer, minister, community activist, 
mentor, and friend—Carleton Giles is a reflec-
tion of the compassion and generosity that we 
hope members of our community possess. His 
work with both the Norwalk Department of Po-
lice and in our communities has made all the 
difference in the lives of many. I am so proud 
to join all of those gathered here tonight in 
thanking him for his outstanding service and 
wishing him and his wife, Stephany, the very 
best for many more years of health and happi-
ness as he enjoys his retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE INDIANA PACERS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. MESSER. I rise today to honor the ac-
complishments of the Indiana Pacers, my 
home-state NBA team. 

The Indiana Pacers reached Game 7 of the 
Eastern Conference Finals, their first appear-
ance in the Conference Finals since 2004. 
This 2013 Pacers team embodied the best of 
Hoosier basketball with a toughness and en-
ergy that was exciting to watch. As a long-time 
fan of the Indiana Pacers, I am thrilled to see 
the level of competitiveness and talent in this 
young team. 

Led on the court by All-Stars Paul George 
and Roy Hibbert, the Pacers had one of the 
best defenses in the League, holding teams to 
only 90.7 points per game. Joined by home-
town-product George Hill, Lance Stephenson, 
and David West, the Pacers starting-five came 
together as a team to win the Central Division 
with a regular season record of 49–32. Credit 
for this outstanding player development goes 
to Head Coach Frank Vogel, a great ambas-
sador of the game. 

Owner Herb Simon, President Jim Morris, 
and President of Basketball Operations 
Donnie Walsh deserve special recognition for 
their leadership of this franchise and for recon-
necting it with Pacers fans from all over the 
State. We are lucky to have these leaders so 
highly invested in our community. 

I join the entire 6th District and Hoosiers 
across the State in congratulating the Indiana 
Pacers for a fantastic and thrilling 2012–2013 
season. Pacers fans statewide are looking for-
ward to what this talented team will achieve 
next season. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2217) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014, and for other purposes: 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Chair, I rise today to sup-
port the Polis Amendment to defund the 
287(g) program, a program that promotes ra-
cial profiling and injustice. 

The 287(g) program allows local law en-
forcement to act as immigration officials, which 
has led to rampant abuses throughout the 
country, most notably in Arizona, where the 
practices under 287(g) led to an unprece-
dented civil rights investigation by the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

As the Representative of the 9th Congres-
sional District of New York, I have worked dili-
gently to decrease the amount of racial 
profiling in New York City. I have worked to 
reduce the number of stop and frisks for the 
past year and eliminate the racial and ethnic 
intolerance that has plagued New York City 
and other cities around the country. 

By cutting the funding for a program that re-
lies on racial profiling like 287(g), we are 
sending a clear message that we will not tol-
erate bigotry. Programs like 287(g) have cre-
ated mistrust between Latino and other immi-
grant communities throughout the country and 
local law enforcement. Ending the 287(g) pro-
gram will move our country in the right direc-
tion to repair the trust that has been lost and 
is a step forward in fixing our broken immigra-
tion system and restoring the rule of law. 

We must continue to work to build a sup-
portive environment for immigrant and minority 
communities in every part of our civil society. 
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TANIA PEREZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Tania Perez 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Tania Perez is 
an 11th grader at Jefferson High School and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Tania 
Perez is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Tania Perez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

HONORING HAROLD EUGENE 
‘‘GENE’’ HAYWOOD FOR HIS 
SERVICE AS A EULESS POLICE 
OFFICER 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to recognize Harold Eugene ‘‘Gene’’ Haywood 
for his 31 years of public service as a police 
officer for the City of Euless, Texas. 

Gene began his career with Euless in 1981. 
He was hired on as a jailer, and within a cou-
ple of months he was promoted to a sworn of-
ficer. 

In 1988, Gene was one of the founders of 
the Field Training Program for Euless. He 
wrote the Standard Operating Procedures and 
created the training program. In 1990, Gene 
founded the Euless Honor Guard program. In 
1991, Gene transferred to the Criminal Inves-
tigation Division where he worked as an inves-
tigator. 

In 1993, he transferred to the Patrol Division 
and was promoted to corporal. During this pe-
riod, Gene managed the implementation of the 
Field Training Program. He continued to train 
new officers and ensure that they were ready 
to meet the demands of police service. In 
1994, Gene was assigned to the Tarrant 
County Auto Theft Task Force where he 
worked along with officers from several cities 
within the county to combat vehicle thefts. 

In September, 2001, Gene transferred to 
Keys Alternative School to serve as a School 
Resource Officer. He finished his career at 
Keys where he was able to positively influence 
students. 

During his tenure at Euless, Gene has been 
nominated for Officer of the Year twice. He 
has received 15 commendations from citizens, 
other police agencies, and his peers. Gene 

has served on the board of the Euless Benev-
olent Peace Officer Association which pro-
vides city employees with scholarship money 
to their children and donates to other worth-
while causes. 

Gene has accumulated 2,300 hours of train-
ing while at Euless. He was certified as an In-
structor in 1987. He received his Masters Po-
lice Officer Certification from the Texas Com-
mission on Law Enforcement Standards and 
Education in 2005. 

Prior to his employment with Euless Police 
Department, Gene served for five years as 
Sergeant in the Police Reserves at Winters 
Police Department in Winters, California, and 
then two years as a firefighter for South Placer 
Fire Department in Granite Bay, California. 
During this period of time in California, Gene 
served for six years in the National Guard 
from which he was honorably discharged in 
1978. Before becoming a Euless police officer, 
Gene worked for the University of Texas 
Health Science as a campus security officer. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in thanking 
Gene Haywood for his 31 years of public serv-
ice as an officer of the Euless Police Depart-
ment. 

f 

AMPLIFY GYMNASTICS, 2013 WIN-
NER OF SMALL BUSINESS AD-
MINISTRATION’S PHOENIX 
AWARD 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the hard work and perseverance of 
Paul Comstedt, Derek Hammeke, and Kip 
Johnson, owners of Amplify Gymnastics, and 
as the recipients of the U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s 2013 Phoenix Award. 

In May 2011, Paul, Derek, and Kip were 
preparing for the grand opening of their busi-
ness, Amplify Gymnastics. Tragically, just 
days before the opening, an EF5 tornado tore 
through the Joplin community, destroying 20 
percent of the city. In addition, their entire 
building was destroyed and a single slab of 
concrete was all that was left of the gym. In 
fact, on the day of the tornado Kip stopped by 
the gym to complete some finishing touches. 
During that time, the tornado ripped through 
the gym and a two-ton truck that Kip used for 
cover was thrown 20 feet. Thankfully, he sur-
vived. 

After surviving the catastrophic event, the 
men were forced to rebuild their entire gym. 
Paul, Derek, and Kip applied for an SBA dis-
aster loan to cover rebuilding costs and oper-
ating expenses. After 9 months of rebuilding, 
Amplify held its grand opening with over 200 
young athletes registered. In the following 
months, Amplify added 300 more athletes and 
grew their staff from 10 to 23 employees. In 
just a few months following the grand opening, 
Amplify Gymnastics surpassed their five-year 
goal. 

The efforts of these three men encompass 
all the characteristics of true entrepreneurs. 

Despite overwhelming odds, Amplify Gym-
nastics has become a place in the community 
where local kids can train their bodies and ex-
ercise their minds. I am grateful for the con-
tributions they have given to the Joplin com-
munity. 

The Small Business Administration’s Phoe-
nix Award is awarded to businesses, public of-
ficials and volunteers who are tested by disas-
ters like the Joplin tornado but work to over-
come the disaster by rebuilding and helping 
their communities recover. 

I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press how grateful I am by the courage and 
ingenuity of Paul Comstedt, Derek Hammeke, 
and Kip Johnson. May God bless them and 
the continued recovery of the Joplin commu-
nity. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE TOWN OF 
MILLBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask that the House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating the town of Millbury, 
Massachusetts on their 200th anniversary. 
Millbury has grown tremendously since its in-
ception in 1813 as a small New England Mill 
town, from which their name and seal are de-
rived. To celebrate their 200th anniversary, the 
people of Millbury have come together over 
the past year by facilitating community events 
to honor this historic day. 

Millbury’s rich history can be traced back to 
the 18th century when John Singletary built 
the oldest continuously running mill in the 
United States. The power of the Blackstone 
River provided the energy to run the mill and 
helped propel Millbury into the Industrial Revo-
lution as a leading textile producer. 

Millbury’s significance is further punctuated 
as the historic summer home of President Wil-
liam Howard Tafts’ childhood, continuing this 
summer tradition into and after his Presidency. 
On one of his many trips to Millbury, he cele-
brated alongside their residents as they rung 
in their first 100 years. 

The bicentennial celebration kicked off last 
June with a performance by the Massachu-
setts Symphony Orchestra. Continuing with 
tradition, Millbury recently celebrated the Pe-
riod Ball. Millbury is also looking forward to the 
town parade this weekend. Similar town pa-
rades were held at the celebrations of 
Millbury’s 100th, 150th, and 175th anniver-
saries. The celebration will culminate with 
Millbury’s largest parade which features 
bands, antique cars, floats, and a fireworks 
display. 

I would also like to recognize and thank the 
Millbury Bicentennial Committee, and the 
many volunteers for the hard work and dedica-
tion that they have devoted into the planning 
of this momentous event. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to again congratu-
late the town of Millbury on their 200th anni-
versary. May this great American town con-
tinue to celebrate its rich history for years to 
come. I ask the House of Representatives join 
me in celebrating the history of Millbury on this 
very special occasion. 
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TAYLOR SMOTHERS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Taylor Smoth-
ers for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Taylor 
Smothers is an 11th grader at Standley Lake 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Taylor 
Smothers is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Tay-
lor Smothers for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CORONA DEL 
SOL HIGH SCHOOL’S COMPETI-
TION GOVERNMENT TEAM 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask that my colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Corona del Sol High School’s Competi-
tion Government Team, the 6th place winners 
of the ‘‘We the People’’ national tournament. 
Corona Del Sol has made all of Tempe, Ari-
zona proud. 

The aim of ‘‘We the People’’ is to foster 
civic engagement and responsibility among 
young people, and to enhance students’ un-
derstanding of the institutions of American 
constitutional democracy. ‘‘We the People’’ 
also strives to enrich students’’ understanding 
of the Bill of Rights by emphasizing its con-
temporary relevance. 

The contest is structured as a mock con-
gressional hearing, wherein the entire team 
works together in preparing and presenting 
statements before a panel of judges who act 
as congressional committee members. After 
reading their statements, each member of the 
team is asked a series of questions by to test 
their knowledge of constitutional principles. 

Under the guidance of Tim Smith, and as-
sistant coaches Lisa Adams and Justine Cen-
tennial, 29 dedicated students from Corona 
del Sol, not only brought home their 12th state 
title in February, but were once again nation-
ally ranked for the first time since 2001. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in congratulating 
Corona del Sol’s Competition Government stu-
dents on this impressive achievement. 

IN RECOGNITION OF PETER J. 
BARNES, JR. 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Peter J. Barnes, Jr. as he is rec-
ognized for his tenure as Middlesex County 
Democratic Organization Chairman at a recep-
tion in his honor. Chairman Barnes has been 
a dedicated public servant for over 15 years 
and is truly deserving of this body’s recogni-
tion. 

Chairman Barnes has a distinguished career 
in public service. In addition to his tenure as 
Middlesex County Democratic Organization 
Chairman, he also serves as Chairman of the 
New Jersey State Parole Board, a position he 
has held since 2007. Previously, he rep-
resented New Jersey’s 18th legislative district 
as an Assemblyman. Throughout his public 
service career, Chairman Barnes has made 
significant contributions to Middlesex County 
and the State of New Jersey. As an Assem-
blyman, Chairman Barnes saw 62 bills that he 
sponsored signed into law. He also served as 
the Majority Whip from 2002 to 2007. 

In addition, Chairman Barnes served his 
community and country prior to beginning his 
public service career. He was a Military Police 
Private First Class in the United States Army 
from 1946–1948 and then served as a Special 
Agent for the FBI for over 25 years. Chairman 
Barnes later served as the Director of Public 
Safety in Edison and East Brunswick, where 
he was able to use his FBI training to help 
maintain safety and order in each municipality. 

Chairman Barnes earned his B.A. in Political 
Science from Providence College and has 
continued his education with post-bacca-
laureate studies in Public Administration at 
Kean University. In addition, he graduated 
from the FBI Crime Resistance and Hostage 
Negotiating Schools as well as the FBI Man-
agement Training Prop-am. 

Once again, please join me in honoring 
Peter J. Barnes, Jr. for his outstanding accom-
plishments and thanking him for his years of 
service as Middlesex County Democratic Or-
ganization Chairman. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE JUNIOR 
LEAGUE OF MACON 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to salute the members of the Junior 
League of Macon for being recognized by the 
Association of Junior Leagues International 
with the prestigious Fund Development Award, 
which is one of only five awards given each 
year by AJLI. A press conference to announce 
the award will be held on Tuesday, June 11, 
2013 at 10 a.m. at the Junior League of 
Macon Office located at 2055 Vineville Avenue 
in Macon, Georgia. 

The Junior League of Macon is an organiza-
tion of women who are committed to pro-
moting volunteerism, developing the potential 
of women and improving the community. It 

was first established as the Utility Club in 
1924. In 1937, it was adopted by the Associa-
tion of Junior Leagues of America, Inc. From 
the first fundraiser in 1924, which raised 
$492.35, to the record-breaking 2003–2004 
League year, which netted over $133,000, the 
Junior League of Macon has been a driving 
force in advancing the community. The Junior 
League of Macon celebrated its 75th anniver-
sary last year and currently boasts over 700 
members. 

The Junior League of Macon has made a 
tremendous impact on improving literacy and 
school readiness in the Middle Georgia area 
since making the decision in 2009 to focus its 
mission on these particular issues. The organi-
zation’s members and trained volunteers have 
been committed to preparing young minds for 
a quality education through participating in 
school partnerships, fundraising, advocacy, 
and hands-on projects. During the 2011–2012 
League year, the organization donated more 
than 2,500 books, served 1,400 children and 
volunteered 5,320 hours, which is the equiva-
lent of $106,400. 

This year, the Junior League of Macon re-
ceived international recognition for earning the 
Fund Development Award from the Associa-
tion of Junior Leagues International, which 
represents 293 junior league organizations 
around the world. This unique honor was 
awarded to JLM for successfully alleviating 
economic challenges by developing an effec-
tive strategy for fund development that signifi-
cantly diversified JLM’s funding base. As one 
of only five awards given by AJLI each year, 
the Fund Development Award is a great honor 
for the Junior League of Macon and a tribute 
to their hard work and commitment to the well- 
being and advancement of the Middle Georgia 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing the Junior League of Macon 
for being honored with the Fund Development 
Award from the Association of Junior Leagues 
International. This award is well-deserved and 
I applaud their exceptional efforts to serve and 
improve the community by promoting literacy 
and school readiness in the Middle Georgia 
area. 

f 

TREVOR SOWL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Trevor Sowl 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Trevor Sowl is 
an 8th grader at Mandalay Middle School and 
received this award because his determination 
and hard work have allowed him to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Trevor 
Sowl is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Trevor Sowl for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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REGARDING AMERICAN 

LEADERSHIP IN THE BALKANS 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the State Department to take a more ac-
tive role in resolving a important dispute be-
tween two of the United States’ valued allies, 
Greece and the Republic of Macedonia. 

Since the nation commonly called ‘‘Mac-
edonia’’ declared its independence from Yugo-
slavia in 1991, Greece has objected to its use 
of the name ‘‘Macedonia’’. Greece considers 
this both a usurpation of its rich heritage and 
part of a potential basis for forming a territorial 
claim on the neighboring Greek province of 
Macedonia. The geographic area of the Greek 
province of Macedonia corresponds with the 
ancient Kingdom of Macedonia, whose capital 
city Pella, sits well within Greece’s borders. 

Mister Speaker, this issue is not just about 
names, but about security for Greece and for 
the entire region. In 2008, the Republic of 
Macedonia applied to join the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. Despite meeting all re-
quirements for NATO membership, Greece, as 
a member of NATO, vetoed the entrance of 
Macedonia until the name issue is resolved. 
Greece worries that by calling itself ‘‘Mac-
edonia,’’ its northern neighbor risks raising the 
specter of future territorial accusations based 
on the idea of a ‘‘united Macedonia.’’ 

The United States has long been a leading 
partner in the NATO Alliance, and as such we 
should be doing all we can to resolve this 
issue. The Department of State should be 
making a concerted effort to work with both 
nations to bring a mutually agreed upon reso-
lution. Greece has long been an important 
NATO member and ally of the United States, 
and once this issue is resolved the United 
States should encourage the acceptance of 
‘‘Macedonia’’ into NATO as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe it is vital to the inter-
ests of this nation in maintaining stability in the 
Balkans and adding a new member of the 
NATO Alliance. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2217) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014, and for other purposes: 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Chair, I rise today 
disappointed in last week’s adoption of the 
Steve King Amendment to H.R. 2217, the De-
partment of Homeland Security Appropriations 
Act, 2014. This amendment would bar imple-
mentation of Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rival, DACA, for DREAMers, prevent them 
from acquiring work permits, and eliminate the 
exercise of discretion to protect victims of traf-
ficking and crime victims. 

Prosecutorial discretion and deferred action 
are done on a case-by-case basis and do not 
provide relief or legal status en masse. In-
stead, these practices ensure fair and just out-
comes, and prompt law enforcement officials 
to closely consider compelling circumstances 
such as disability, age, or military service. 

This blatant attempt to undermine the Presi-
dents’ action to address certain aspects of our 
broken immigration system and to restrict cer-
tain benefits of deferred action shocks the 
conscience. There are thousands of young 
Americans without legal status who want to at-
tend school, find jobs, and start families—to 
participate in the American Dream. 

The promise of deferred action and work 
authorization was affirmed by millions of 
Americans in November 2012. If we break this 
promise, we will have failed in our duty to a 
nation of immigrants from every part of world. 

As the only New York City Member of Con-
gress on the House Homeland Security Com-
mittee, I understand the need to fund pro-
grams that keep us safe against the threat of 
both physical and cyber attacks. However, to 
hold DACA recipients hostage for politics is 
unconscionable. I represent one of the largest 
immigrant districts in the country, with many 
who are currently benefitting from DACA; I 
could not and did not support the King 
Amendment, nor did I vote for the underlying 
bill. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE ACS AND THE 
JESSAMINE COUNTY RELAY FOR 
LIFE SUBMISSION FOR THE CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, JUNE 11, 
2013 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the American Cancer Society and the 
Relay For Life of Jessamine County, and to 
thank these organizations for their work in the 
fight against cancer. 

In May 1985, Dr. Gordy Klatt walked and 
ran for 24 hours around a track in Tacoma, 
Washington, ultimately raising $27,000 to help 
the American Cancer Society fight the nation’s 
biggest health concern—cancer. A year later, 
340 supporters joined the overnight event. 
Since those first steps, the Relay For Life 
movement has grown into a worldwide phe-
nomenon, raising more than $4 billion to fight 
cancer. 

The Relay For Life of Jessamine County, 
Kentucky was formed in 1997, and over the 
last 16 years has raised over $800,000 toward 
the fight against cancer. 

These organizations work to create a world 
where cancer will no longer threaten our loved 
ones like Abrielle, a three year old who was 
diagnosed in October of 2012 with acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia. She is currently being 
treated at the University of Kentucky Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with Abrielle and her parents, Matt and Lacy, 
during this difficult time. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in expressing our support for Abrielle and 
her family, and in commending the American 
Cancer Society and Relay For Life for their 
contributions to the fight against cancer. I 

would also like to extend my personal appre-
ciation to the Relay For Life of Jessamine 
County for all that they have done to better 
our community and our Commonwealth. 

f 

VICTORIA TRUE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Victoria True 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Victoria True is 
an 8th grader at Moore Middle School and re-
ceived this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Victoria 
True is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Vic-
toria True for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
on June 6, 2013, I missed rollcall votes No. 
207–211. Had I been present, I would have 
voted in the following manner: 

Rollcall No: 207 ‘‘aye;’’ 
Rollcall No: 208 ‘‘nay;’’ 
Rollcall No: 209 ‘‘nay;’’ 
Rollcall No: 210 ‘‘aye;’’ 
Rollcall No: 211 ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2217) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014, and for other purposes: 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Chair, I deeply ap-
preciate the leadership and insight from my 
dear friend and colleague from North Carolina. 
Your efforts have helped keep this country 
safe in the midst of ongoing threats both 
known and unpredictable. 
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An essential component of these efforts is 

the UASI grant program, which provides finan-
cial assistance to address the unique plan-
ning, operations, equipment, training, and ex-
ercise needs of high-threat, high-density urban 
areas. 

As you know so well, the AUSI program is 
critical to helping our cities build and sustain 
capabilities to prevent, protect against, re-
spond to, and recover from threats or acts of 
terrorism. 

In my district, the Portland Urban Area has 
been a recipient of UASI grant funds since FY 
2003. This critical funding has enhanced re-
gional collaboration and coordination within 
and between responder disciplines and across 
jurisdictions. 

The Portland Urban Area is more secure as 
a result, but most certainly has further to go, 
and must continue its partnership with the 
UASI program. 

Problematically, Portland is no longer a re-
cipient of UASI funding, with little notice that 
would have allowed proper planning for alter-
native methods to meet their security needs, 
and with little transparency as to why this is 
the case. 

The FY 2012 program funded the top 31 
highest risk urban areas in the country. And 
while the FY 2013 appropriations bill funds the 
program at a nearly equal level than the year 
before, unfortunately it also contains language 
that limits use of the UASI funds to no more 
than the top 25 highest risk urban areas, a 
cap which seems arbitrary and not based in 
risk or threat data. 

This cap is having a significant impact. Im-
portant regional areas like Portland, Orlando, 
Las Vegas and New Orleans have been elimi-
nated from FY13 funding despite being na-
tional centers of tourism and commerce. 

Under no circumstances are Portland and 
the other affected cities any less vulnerable to 
terrorism than they were 12 months ago. 

And in the last 12 months, the Portland 
Urban Area has gone from a ranking of 23 11 
months ago, 29 one month ago, and 27 weeks 
ago. How can a city plan with such drastic 
changes in ranking, with little notice? Clearly 
the metrics used by DHS are flawed, or at the 
very least, are not adapted to operate within a 
25-city cap. 

The federal government has a responsibility 
to be a partner with our local communities, 
protecting our citizens from terrorist threats, 
and moderating potential impacts from natural 
disasters. While diminished resources are a 
factor for all levels of government, there 
should be some certainty for our communities 
that the federal government will be a con-
tinuing partner and when. 

In the long term, I would deeply appreciate 
an opportunity to engage with this Committee, 
my Senate colleagues, and all local cities im-
pacted, to better understand this issue, and 
the future of the UASI program. 

And in the short term, the FY 2013 appro-
priations for DHS included $188 million in dis-
cretionary homeland security grant funds. The 
Secretary has latitude to apply these funds to 
previously eliminated grant programs including 
the UASI program. 

I would urge the Secretary to use some of 
this funding to the jurisdictions on that have 
fallen below the FY13 cap. This bridge funding 
would greatly assist these communities to con-
tinue their anti-terrorism coordination at some 
level while working to achieve sustainable 
funding in the years to come. 

There are also common-sense reforms that 
can strengthen the federal-local partnership for 
the UASI program by, for example, extending 
the timeline for cities to use these grant dol-
lars. The shifting timeline from 4, to 3, and 
now 2 years adds another layer of difficulty to 
planning and utilizing these dollars as effec-
tively and comprehensively as possible. 

I sincerely appreciate the courtesy of my 
colleagues for taking my concerns into consid-
eration and I look forward to addressing this 
issue with you in a comprehensive and 
thoughtful way, something you both know how 
to do so very well. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,726,834,732.35. We’ve 
added $6,111,849,785,819.27 to our debt in 4 
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

STEPHANIE SHEPHERD 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Stephanie 
Shepherd for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Stephanie Shepherd is a 12th grader at Jeffer-
son High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Stephanie 
Shepherd is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Stephanie Shepherd for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING SERGE MARSHALL 
DAVIS 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, educating our 
children is one of the most important functions 
of a society. Preparing our children for the fu-
ture is the best thing we can do for them and 

for our society. Serge Marshall Davis, the prin-
cipal of the Sheila Mencher School in the 
Bronx is a man who has taken that message 
to heart. 

He is dedicated to improving the lives of the 
young people in his care by meeting the chal-
lenges of providing for them a high quality 
education. This includes children from many 
different countries speaking a variety of lan-
guages and dialects. 

He instituted and maintained a variety of 
programs including a middle school honors 
program, health oriented programs, the use of 
teacher specialists including mentors, inter- 
visitations by teachers, using data to improve 
instruction, and middle school community 
service among so many others. His school 
even won the Bronx Middle School Poetry 
Slam this year and was the Ball Room Dance 
Grand Champions in 2010. 

Under Principal Davis the school and its stu-
dents have flourished through a well rounded 
education for the children from pre-kinder-
garten through the eighth grade. 

Serge Marshall Davis is being honored for 
his dedication as principal to improving the 
lives of the young people in his care and for 
meeting the challenges of providing for them a 
high quality education. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF ESKATON MON-
ROE LODGE INDEPENDENT LIV-
ING 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Eskaton Monroe Lodge as they 
celebrate their 40th Anniversary. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the hard-
working staff, volunteers and supporters who 
have ensured that this fine organization is able 
to provide valuable senior living and social 
services to Sacramento’s seniors. 

Established in 1973 and located in the his-
toric Land Park neighborhood of Sacramento, 
Eskaton Monroe Lodge was built by Eskaton, 
a non-profit health care organization based in 
Sacramento, as its first residential facility. 
While the buildings and property have been 
enhanced over the years, many of the original 
features and landscape have been preserved. 
Today, the property consists of almost one 
hundred apartments and continues to allow 
seniors to live independently and to the fullest 
extent possible in a comfortable and secure 
setting. Eskaton Monroe Lodge continues to 
offer a wide array of services and programs 
dedicated to improving the lives of Sac-
ramento’s seniors and their families. 

Eskaton Monroe Lodge offers its residents a 
variety of services including blood pressure 
clinics, access to the public library’s book-
mobile, church services, and continuing edu-
cation programs pertinent to seniors. Also of-
fered are activities such as exercise and 
wellness classes, movie showings, live artistic 
performances, craft groups, and many more 
which allow for social interaction. In addition, 
residents have access to transportation serv-
ices that can get them to doctor appointments, 
grocery stores, and banks, and be able to run 
personal errands. 
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Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize and 

celebrate the outstanding service of Eskaton 
Monroe Lodge on its 40th Anniversary. I ask 
all my colleagues to join me in celebrating 
Eskaton Monroe Lodge, its residents, staff and 
volunteers as they celebrate the valuable con-
tributions Eskaton Monroe Lodge has made to 
supporting Sacramento’s seniors. 

f 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA NA-
TIONAL GUARD HOME RULE ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, as the Atlantic 
hurricane season begins, a time when many 
of our National Guards will be deployed to var-
ious parts of the country, I introduce a bill that 
would give the mayor of the District of Colum-
bia authority over deploying the D.C. National 
Guard, after consultation with the Com-
manding General of the D.C. National Guard, 
with the President retaining authority on fed-
eral matters. In local emergencies, including 
natural disasters and civil disturbances unre-
lated to national or homeland security, the 
mayor of the District of Columbia should have 
the same authority that governors exercise 
over the National Guard in their states. Each 
governor, as head of state, has the authority 
to mobilize the National Guard to protect his 
or her state, just as local militia did historically. 

The National Guards in the 50 states oper-
ate under dual federal and local jurisdiction. 
Yet only the President and the Commanding 
General of the D.C. National Guard currently 
have the authority to deploy the D.C. National 
Guard for local and national purposes, respec-
tively. Today, by far the most likely need for 
the D.C. National Guard here would be for 
natural disasters, such as hurricanes and 
floods, and to restore order in the wake of civil 
disturbances. The mayor, who knows the city 
better than any federal official and who works 
closely with federal security officials, should be 
able to call on the D.C. National Guard for 
local natural disasters and civil disturbances, 
after consultation with the Commanding Gen-
eral of the D.C. National Guard. The President 
should be focused on national matters, includ-
ing homeland security, not local D.C. matters. 
Homeland security authority, with respect to 
the D.C. National Guard, would remain the 
sole province of the President, along with the 
power to nationalize the D.C. National Guard 
for federal matters at will. It does no harm to 
give the mayor this authority for civil disturb-
ances and natural disasters. However, it could 
do significant harm to leave the mayor power-
less to act quickly. If it makes sense that gov-
ernors would have control over the mobiliza-
tion and deployment of their National Guard, it 
makes equal sense for the mayor of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, with a population the size of 
a small state, to have the same authority. 

The mayor of the District of Columbia, as 
head of state, should have the authority to de-
ploy the D.C. National Guard in instances that 
do not rise to the level of homeland defense 
activities. My bill permits the mayor to only de-
ploy the D.C. National Guard after consultation 
with the Commanding General of the D.C. Na-
tional Guard. The bill is another important step 
toward completing the transfer of full self-gov-

ernment powers to the District of Columbia. 
Congress began that process with the pas-
sage of the Home Rule Act of 1973, when it 
delegated most of its authority over District 
agencies to the District of Columbia. The bill 
follows that model. 

I urge my colleagues to support the bill. 
f 

TAYLOR BAXLEY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Taylor Baxley 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Taylor Baxley 
is an 8th grader at Moore Middle School and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Taylor 
Baxley is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Tay-
lor Baxley for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF US SOUTHCOM 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to congratulate US SOUTHCOM on the 
50th anniversary, today June 11th. For the 
past five decades this command has protected 
and defended the privileges, comforts and 
freedoms that we, as Americans, enjoy. 

We are fortunate and privileged to have 
General John Kelly as the new Commander of 
United States Southern Command. His distin-
guished career and exemplary service to our 
nation is a testament to the ideals of honor, 
courage, and commitment. SOUTHCOM has 
continued to grow and thrive in South Florida 
with its 1,200 SOUTHCOM employees. These 
individuals have dedicated their lives to the 
service of others and truly embody the heart 
and spirit of America. I thank each and every 
one of them for their efforts as well as the 
good they provide throughout the hemisphere. 

Today, SOUTHCOM celebrates half a cen-
tury of excellence and service to the citizens 
of the United States. Over these years, many 
brave men and women in uniform have 
worked tirelessly to keep us safe while also 
promoting peace, security, and democracy 
throughout the Western Hemisphere. From 
combating international crime syndicates and 
drug lords, to monitoring human rights and 
providing humanitarian relief, SOUTHCOM 
has a proven track record of achievement. Its 
successful efforts in counter-terrorism and in 

combating illicit trafficking across this hemi-
sphere have helped to promote democracy 
abroad and has encouraged respect for 
human rights. SOUTHCOM certainly remains 
a beacon of strength and resilience throughout 
the region. 

Shortly before the United States entered the 
Second World War, President Roosevelt es-
tablished the U.S. Caribbean Defense Com-
mand with the goal of defending the Panama 
Canal and the surrounding area. Following the 
conclusion of the war, the U.S. Caribbean De-
fense Command was renamed the U.S. 
Southern Command. The new name was in-
tended to reflect the command’s changed re-
sponsibilities with an emphasis of ensuring se-
curity, stability, and prosperity throughout Cen-
tral and South America, as well as the Carib-
bean. 

SOUTHCOM encompasses six major mis-
sion areas, including humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief, as well as assisting our al-
lies in the region and while promoting military- 
to-military interaction. Its successful efforts in 
counter-terrorism and in combating illicit traf-
ficking across this hemisphere is key to re-
gional stability even while it continues to be a 
leader in medical assistance, providing quality 
medical care for schools and community cen-
ters. I know many individuals still remember 
the devastating 2010 earthquake in Haiti, in 
which SOUTHCOM took the lead in humani-
tarian effort on the ground that undoubtedly 
saved thousands. 

SOUTHCOM has had a tremendous impact 
on our local economy in South Florida and I 
applaud its efforts to give back to our commu-
nity. Congratulations again to SOUTHCOM on 
its 50th anniversary. I look forward to working 
with General Kelly and his wonderful team in 
South Florida. Thank you again for all that you 
do. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2216, MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION AND VETERANS AF-
FAIRS, AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2014; AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2217, DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 4, 2013 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in opposition to H. Res. 243, the rule pro-
viding for consideration of both H.R. 2216, the 
Fiscal Year 2014 Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act and H.R. 2217, the Fiscal Year 
2014 Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act because it deems the draco-
nian and harmful Ryan budget as law. We 
should be using this opportunity to pass a 
budget, in consultation with the Senate, which 
will get the economy back on the right track in 
this new fiscal year. I stand before you today 
to express my opposition to the Ryan budget 
and thereby my opposition to the rule that 
deems this budget passed. 

The Ryan budget is an economic catas-
trophe of this Tea Party majority’s choosing. 
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Support for this rule, and by default the Ryan 
budget, is support for deep cuts to programs 
that help needy Americans as well as for infra-
structure programs that put people to work 
and help our businesses thrive. Under the 
Ryan Budget, draconian limits will be placed 
upon Food Stamps and Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families, which would be an enor-
mous detriment to those in poverty. According 
to the National Poverty Center, in 2010, 15.1 
percent of Americans lived in poverty, the 
highest rate of poverty since 1993. In the last 
year, the number of Georgians on food 
stamps has risen to 1.9 million, almost 20 per-
cent of the population. 

A vote for this rule and the Ryan budget 
would be a choice to slow our economic re-
covery. Mr. Speaker, I cannot make that 
choice. I cannot choose to cut Head Start for 
parents who cannot afford daycare or end 
Medicare as we know it for seniors. 

I have heard the complaints from Repub-
licans about the need for a budget, which is 
why this rule is so disappointing. Mr. Speaker, 
there are people in Georgia’s Fourth District, 
and here at the steps of the Capitol living on 
the streets, desperate for food and shelter; 
yet, Tea Party Republicans are willing to exac-
erbate the situation by snatching away the 
programs that help the poor get back on their 
feet. 

Do not allow this Tea Party Congress to 
‘‘deem’’ the Ryan budget as law, ignoring reg-
ular order, and cutting benefits for those 
Americans who need them the most. 

I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on the Rule. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SCHOOL OF SO-
CIAL WORK AT ARIZONA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the 50th an-
niversary of the School of Social Work at Ari-
zona State University. 

Since 1963, the School of Social Work has 
prepared its students for careers that allow 
them to serve and provide assistance to indi-
viduals, families, and communities. With over 
1,300 diverse students and 8,000 alumni, the 
ASU School of Social Work is one of the larg-
est social work programs in the country. 
Through innovative research and service ef-
forts, the school is actively developing social 
service systems that will greatly aid our soci-
ety. As an alumna of the program, I served as 
a social worker at Sunnyslope Elementary 
School, and I realize the difference that grad-
uates from the School of Social Work can 
make in the lives of Arizona families. 

Finally, from my experience teaching at the 
ASU School of Social Work for over 10 years, 
I can confidently say that the school prepares 
its students to take on the challenges of to-
morrow and give our country a bright future. It 
has been such a privilege to spend time with 
them, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating the ASU School of Social Work 
and its students for 50 years of passionate 
commitment to our community. 

TIMMY PAULSEN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Timmy Paul-
sen for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Timmy 
Paulsen is a 12th grader at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Timmy 
Paulsen is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Timmy Paulsen for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE EQUAL PAY ACT 

HON. PATRICK MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 50th anniversary of 
President John F. Kennedy signing the Equal 
Pay Act into law on June 10. When he signed 
it, President Kennedy stated that ‘‘when 
women enter the labor force they will find 
equality in their pay envelopes.’’ Unfortunately, 
fifty years later, women are still looking for that 
equality. The recognition of this anniversary 
serves also as a proclamation for Congress to 
close the wage gap and continue to strength-
en the economy. Women make up almost half 
of the American workforce and the disparity 
between men and women’s wages needs to 
be recognized and corrected. This isn’t just a 
women’s issue—it’s a family issue, an equality 
issue, and an economic issue. 

According to the United States Census Bu-
reau’s 2011 American Community Survey 
Data, a woman in Florida makes 82.6 cents 
for every dollar a man makes, an African 
American woman makes 62.4 cents for every 
dollar a white, non-Hispanic man makes and a 
Hispanic woman makes 58 cents for every 
dollar a white, non-Hispanic man makes. My 
commitment to working towards fairness and 
equality led me to cosponsor the Paycheck 
Fairness Act, which reinforces the Equal Pay 
Act by providing solutions to women who are 
not being paid equally for identical work and 
protecting employees from retaliation for shar-
ing salary information with their co-workers. 

The time is now to strive for wage equality. 
Recent efforts such as the Lilly Ledbetter Fair 
Pay Act have helped propel us forward on a 
path to equality but have not been enough to 
balance the discrepancy at this time. As we 
look back in time when the Equal Pay Act be-
came law we see that fifty years later, women 
are still not receiving the same wages as men 

for the same work. This is beyond dis-
appointing and should no longer be tolerated. 
As our great nation continues to progress, 
there is no reason why women should not re-
ceive equal wages when held to the same 
standard as men. 

Mr. Speaker, on the 50th anniversary of the 
Equal Pay Act it is clear that we still have 
work to do to end the wage gap and I encour-
age all of my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to join me in the fight for the enactment 
of the Paycheck Fairness Act. 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. ALFRED 
FRANCIS HURLEY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Dr. Alfred Francis Hurley. 
After a battle with Alzheimer’s disease, Dr. 
Hurley passed away last week at the age of 
84. He served as the 14th President of the 
University of North Texas, the longest serving 
president, and the university’s first chancellor. 

The oldest of four, Dr. Hurley was born in 
Brooklyn in 1928 to Irish immigrants Patrick 
and Margaret Hurley. Dr. Hurley graduated 
summa cum laude in 1950 from St. John’s 
University. He received both his master’s de-
gree and Ph.D. in history at Princeton Univer-
sity while serving in the Air Force, preparing to 
teach at the Air Force Academy. 

Before the outbreak of Korean War in 1950, 
Dr. Hurley enlisted as an airman, and in 1980, 
retired as a Brigadier General. From 1966 to 
1980, he was permanent professor and head 
of the Department of History at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, building a nationally regarded 
history department. He was a member of the 
Academy’s executive board and chairman of 
the Humanities Division, and in 1968, he 
served a tour of duty in Vietnam, where he 
flew missions and worked on the EC–47 pro-
gram, which he conceived and organized, pro-
duced 100 histories of the air war in Vietnam. 
Dr. Hurley initiated and hosted eight Military 
History Symposia that brought together lead-
ing scholars from the U.S. and Europe. Dr. 
Hurley’s military awards include the Air Force 
Commendation Medal with oak leaf cluster, 
Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster, Republic 
of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Device, and 
Vietnam Service Medal with two bronze stars. 

Dr. Hurley’s tenure at UNT, from 1982 to 
2002, was a period of extensive growth for the 
UNT system. Enrollment at the university in-
creased from 19,000 to 27,000 students, the 
university’s endowment grew from $850,000 to 
$45 million, and $200 million was raised. 
Many of UNT’s programs were nationally rec-
ognized, including the UNT Office of Post-
graduate Fellowships, UNT’s Texas Academy 
of Mathematics and Science, UNT Health 
Science Center, and the UNT System Center 
at Dallas, including UNT at Dallas, the first 
public university within Dallas. 

The first resident of Denton to chair the 
North Texas Commission and to join the Dal-
las Citizens Council, Dr. Hurley also served as 
co-chair of the Coalition of Urban Metropolitan 
Universities and on its executive committee; 
president of Texas Philosophical Society, di-
rector of Fort Worth and Denton Chambers of 
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Commerce, vice chairman of Denton County 
Business Leaders Council, president of Den-
ton County United Way, chairman of the 
Texas Council of Public University Presidents 
and Chancellors, and director of the Associa-
tion of Texas Colleges and Universities. In 
1986, Dr. Hurley received the Otis Fowler 
Award from the Denton Chamber of Com-
merce. 

After his retirement, Dr. Hurley became a 
history professor at UNT from 2003 to 2008. 
He and his wife Johanna continued to help or-
ganize UNT’s annual Military History seminar, 
which enabled Texan community leaders to 
discuss with a leading scholar and a current or 
retired military officer who had served in com-
bat. At its 23rd anniversary in 2006, the sem-
inar was endowed by many of its participants 
and named the Alfred and Johanna Hurley 
Military History Seminar. 

I am proud to honor the life of Dr. Hurley for 
his years of service to the University of North 
Texas community. I would like to extend my 
sincerest condolences to Dr. Hurley’s family 
and friends. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ONONDAGA 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE MEN’S LA-
CROSSE TEAM ON WINNING 
THEIR FIFTH CONSECUTIVE 
NJCAA CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. DANIEL B. MAFFEI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Onondaga Community Col-
lege Men’s Lacrosse team on winning the 
2013 National Junior College Athletic Associa-
tion (NJCAA) National Championship. 

On May 12, 2013, the Onondaga Commu-
nity College Lazers defeated Nassau Commu-
nity College 15–11, capturing their fifth con-
secutive NJCAA Championship. The national 
offensive player of the year, Onondaga 
attackman Randy Staats, contributed three 
goals and two assists, while the national goal-
ie of the year, Onondaga goalie Warren Hill, 
had 17 saves in the national championship 
game. Warren was named top defensive play-
er of the tournament. This was the Lazers’ 
seventh national title in the last eight years. 
The Onondaga Community College Men’s La-
crosse team made history with its record-set-
ting 70th win in a row, setting a new record for 
consecutive wins at any level in the sport of 
lacrosse. This historic win is a testament to 
what can be accomplished when hard work 
and sound leadership combine to pursue a 
specific goal. 

Under the direction of Head Coach Chuck 
Wilbur, the Lazers have exemplified first class 
sportsmanship in their journey this season. 
The team should be commended for their 
achievements on the playing field, as well as 
in the classroom. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating the Onon-
daga Community College Men’s Lacrosse 
team on their unprecedented achievements 
this season, and wish them continued success 
for many years to come. 

RECOGNIZING STUDENTS 
ENTERING OUR ARMED FORCES 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today to honor high school graduates from the 
Broome-Tioga Board of Cooperative Edu-
cational Services area who are entering the 
United States Armed Forces. These young 
men and women have made an admirable de-
cision to defend our county. I join the Conklin 
Kiwanis Club in honoring them. 

The Conklin Kiwanis Club will hold a special 
celebration to honor these graduating high 
school seniors. ‘‘The First to Say Thank You’’ 
event will take place on Wednesday, June 
12th at Susquehanna Valley High School in 
Conklin. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask you join me in 
honoring the following students entering the 
Army National Guard: Ms. Tessa Brown, 
Harpursville; Mr. Joshua Decker, Tioga; Ms. 
Holly Rowe, Tioga; Ms. Holly St. Hilaire, 
Tioga; Ms. Emily Stansfield, Tioga. 

Honoring the students entering the United 
States Air Force: Mr. Brandyn Sloan, Bing-
hamton; Ms. Ashley Blanton, Johnson City; 
Mr. Patrick Bidwell, Owego-Apalachin; Mr. 
Kyle Johnson, Owego-Apalachin; Mr. Deven 
Nauta, Tioga; Ms. Dakota Lockwood, Union- 
Endicott; Mr. Brendan Griffis, Vestal; Ms. Tif-
fany Stoeckel, Windsor. 

Honoring the students entering the United 
States Army: Mr. Zachary P. Cepeda, Bing-
hamton; Mr. Patrick M. Stanton, Binghamton; 
Mr. Johnathan M. Truesdell, Binghamton; Mr. 
Aaron Tiikkala, Candor; Mr. Alex T. Vessey, 
Chenango Forks; Mr. Andrew Kinner, 
Hannock; Ms. Anna Carman, Homer; Mr. Mi-
chael J. Sarnoski, Newark Valley; Mr. Andre 
T. Judge, Owego-Apalachin; Mr. Nathan 
Bomysoad, Union-Endicott; Mr. Andrew 
Gregor, Vestal; Mr. Richard Pedro, Vestal; Mr. 
Daniel Bond, Windsor; Mr. Jack Teetor, Wind-
sor. 

Honoring the students entering the United 
States Marines: Mr. Michael Elliott, Candor; 
Jacob Seymour, Deposit; Ms. Brook Bart, 
Maine-Endwell; Mr. Matthew Morgan, Maine- 
Endwell; Mr. Jarrett Thomas, Maine-Endwell; 
Mr. James Raab, Newark Valley; Mr. Cody 
Harbst, Owego-Apalachin, Mr. Shaun Cham-
berlain, Vestal; Mr. Ilioff Garrett, Vestal; Mr. 
Brian Jennings, Vestal; Mr. Cody Bellmore, 
Windsor; Mr. Jacob Colwell, Windsor; Mr. 
Nicholas Freed, Windsor. 

I would also like to honor Ms. Savannah 
Murry of Harpursville entering the United 
States Military Academy and Mr. Kory Newton 
of Vestal entering the United States Navy. 

f 

VALERIA PLACENCIO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Valeria 

Placencio for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Valeria Placencio is a 12th grader at Jefferson 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Valeria 
Placencio is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Valeria Placencio for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE APOPKA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ON A 
CENTURY OF SERVICE 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Apopka Chamber of Commerce 
on the occasion of its 100th Anniversary of 
service to our community. Through its con-
sistent efforts over the past century, the 
Apopka Chamber of Commerce has helped 
advance opportunities both in the city of 
Apopka as well as throughout the greater 
Central Florida region. 

First founded as the Apopka Board of Trade 
in 1913, the organization was established to 
stimulate local economic growth. Under the di-
rection of founding members Henry 
Witherington; A.C. and A.M. Starbird; Frank H. 
Davis; W.G. Talton; Dr. C.H. Morrison; Francis 
E. Zepp; John J. Anderson; J.R. Womble; 
Gust Jackson; William Edwards; and Nathaniel 
Cogswell, the organization worked to improve 
the community wherever possible. The 
Apopka board was also instrumental in the or-
ganization of the Orange County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

In 1926, the board was reorganized as the 
Apopka Chamber of Commerce and since 
then has maintained the goal of aiding the de-
velopment of entrepreneurs and businesses in 
the Apopka community. Their mission con-
tinues to this day. 

As the second largest city in Orange Coun-
ty, Apopka remains a vital hub of Florida com-
merce. It is important now, more than ever, 
that the Chamber continues in its efforts to 
promote economic growth and sustainability in 
the community and county. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere pleasure to 
congratulate Apopka Chamber of Commerce 
Chairwoman Wendy Kurtz, the Board of Direc-
tors and all members of this great organization 
on a century of service to the citizens of 
Apopka and Orange County. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing them every suc-
cess for their future. 
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RECOGNIZING DON BRUNELL FOR 

HIS NEARLY 30 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE AT THE ASSOCIATION OF 
WASHINGTON BUSINESS 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I’d like to rise today to recognize my good 
friend Don C. Brunell, who has been a cham-
pion of business in Washington state for near-
ly 30 years, with an exceptional record of 
achievement at the Association of Washington 
Business, the fourth largest state chamber of 
commerce in the U.S. 

Don Brunell came to the Evergreen State in 
1978 from his native state of Montana to work 
in the forest products industry for Crown Zel-
lerbach, combining his love of the outdoors 
with his interests in politics and business. 

In 1981, Don was appointed to the Associa-
tion of Washington Business Executive Com-
mittee and chaired the Association’s Natural 
Resources and Environment Council until, in 
1986, Don was appointed vice chairman of 
government affairs for AWB, and, a year later, 
president of AWB. 

That’s how we all know him, as the steady 
hand and leader of our business community. 
He has grown the organization from under 
1,000 members to what is now the state’s 
largest business advocacy organization with 
more than 8,000 private employers of all in-
dustries and sizes. 

Under Don Brunell’s 28 years of leadership, 
the Association of Washington Business has 
been designated as the state’s manufacturing 
association by the National Association of 
Manufacturing and is twice recognized by the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce as an Accredited 
Chamber with Distinction, and is currently one 
of just four state chambers ‘‘accredited with 
distinction’’ 

But maybe his most enduring legacy is his 
extensive work with Washington Business 
Week and through the Don C. Brunell Scholar-
ship that has helped encourage generations of 
high school students with an interest in busi-
ness to achieve their entrepreneurial goals. 

In his role as AWB President, Don Brunell 
has had the honor of working with five Wash-
ington governors, including Govs. Gardner, 
Lowry, Locke, Gregoire and Inslee, as well as 
the leaderships of Speakers Ehlers, King, 
Ebersole, Ballard, and Chopp For hundreds of 
legislators, Don was the voice of experience, 
always looking out to protect our wonderful 
free enterprise system. 

I want to particularly note that each Christ-
mas since 1988, the holidays for many rural 
families in Washington have been a bit bright-
er—and the Legislative Building a bit more 
festive—since Don Brunell founded the Holi-
day Kids’ Tree Program, raising hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for needy families around 
the state and establishing the community tradi-
tion of a tree lighting each December in the 
state capitol. 

Throughout his distinguished career, Don 
has maintained his strong belief in family, as 
evidenced by his marriage of 42 years to wife 
Jeri, children Jennifer, Carey, Erin, Don, Dan 
and Colleen and his 14 grandchildren; and 
Don has also remained committed to those 
serving in the U.S. armed forces, himself a 

veteran with 23 years of service in the U.S. 
Army, Montana and Washington Army Na-
tional Guard and U.S. Army Reserve as a 
special forces, infantry and public affairs offi-
cer. 

It is bittersweet to see such a distinguished 
career draw to a close, but I must acknowl-
edge Don will retire from AWB in January 
2014, making the legislative session that is 
drawing to a close in Washington state the 
last one with Don as president of the state’s 
largest and oldest business association. 

Future legislators and business leaders 
should draw inspiration from his steadfastness 
and dedication to the cause of freedom and 
free enterprise that was a constant during his 
long and honorable career. 

f 

ROB O’BRIAN, 2013 WINNER OF 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRA-
TION’S PHOENIX AWARD 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Joplin Area Chamber of Commerce 
President Rob O’ Brian, recipient of the U.S. 
Small Business Administration’s Phoenix 
Award. 

Like all Joplin residents, Rob had his life 
drastically changed on May 22, 2011, when an 
EF5 tornado touched down leaving only a path 
of destruction in its wake. 

The aftermath of the Joplin tornado left the 
area with nearly 5,000 jobs in jeopardy of 
being lost and damage to over 550 local busi-
nesses. As president of the Joplin Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, Rob used his quick thinking 
and resourcefulness to help business owners 
recover from the destruction left behind from 
the tornado. 

Through the leadership of Rob, the Joplin 
Chamber was able to set up a Small Business 
Administration Business Recovery Center just 
days after the tornado. This center enabled 
the chamber and its staff to help all business 
owners in their time of need. In fact, over 500 
affected companies are still operating today 
and 90 percent of the jobs affected by the 
storm were saved. 

In addition to the reopened businesses, 
more than 100 new employers have opened 
their doors since the storm. The new busi-
nesses cited the resilience of Joplin residents 
and the support of Rob and the Joplin Cham-
ber as key reasons for their decision to locate 
to the region. 

The Small Business Administration’s Phoe-
nix Award is awarded to businesses, public of-
ficials, and volunteers who are tested by dis-
asters like the Joplin tornado but work to over-
come the disaster by rebuilding and helping 
their communities recover. 

Rob’s acts of courage, selflessness and per-
severance in the aftermath of this disaster 
make him an outstanding recipient of this 
award. I am grateful for his leadership and 
service to Missouri’s 7th District. 

HONORING ARIZONA STATE UNI-
VERSITY STUDENTS, DAVIER 
RODRIGUEZ AND JESUS 
CISNEROS 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Arizona State 
University students, Davier Rodriguez and 
Jesus Cisneros, winners of the Clinton Global 
Initiative University’s 2013 Commitments Chal-
lenge. 

Mr. Rodriguez and Mr. Cisneros are the 
leaders of DREAMzone ASU, a professional 
development workshop aimed at bettering the 
ability of student leaders, staff, and faculty to 
meet the social, cultural and academic needs 
of undocumented students at Arizona State 
University. 

DREAMzone ASU strives to establish a net-
work of support as part of a national network 
of allies through a four-hour certification pro-
gram. Those enrolled in the program expand 
their content knowledge regarding federal, 
state, local, and institutional policies that di-
rectly affect the undocumented college student 
experience. Participants also actively work to 
increase their knowledge of the challenges 
faced by undocumented students at ASU, and 
by challenging assumptions through meaning-
ful dialogue and interaction. 

The Clinton Global Initiative University’s 
Commitments Challenge involved a rigorous 
application process and four rounds of inten-
sive online voting, in which DREAMzone 
emerged victorious. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating Mr. Rodriguez and 
Mr. Cisneros on this accomplishment, and on 
their hard work to help make many DREAMs 
a reality. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained in my district and missed the 
votes on Monday, June 3, 2013. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 184, H.R. 1206—Perma-
nent Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 and 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 185, S. 622—Animal 
Drug and Animal Generic Drug User Fee Re-
authorization Act of 2013. 

f 

YATZIRE AGUIRRE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Yatzire 
Aguirre for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Yatzire 
Aguirre is a 12th grader at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 
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The dedication demonstrated by Yatzire 

Aguirre is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Yatzire Aguirre for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TRISH MORRIS- 
YAMBA 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representative 
to join me as I rise to recognize and honor a 
dedicated public servant, Trish Morris-Yamba 
who is retiring from the Newark Day Center 
after 32 years of service. Mrs. Morris-Yamba’s 
journey to this post encompassed many levels 
including launching the Livingston College Day 
Care Center, classroom teacher, principal at 
the Chen School in Newark, overseeing the 
Newark Fresh Air fund and Executive Director 
at the Newark Day Center. As a result of 
these experiences, Mrs. Morris-Yamba was 
definitely in a position to make a difference in 
the lives of our most precious resources, our 
children. 

Mrs. Morris-Yamba attended Rutgers Uni-
versity where she received both a Bachelors 
and Masters Degree in education. Mrs. Morris- 
Yamba sought to ensure that Newark’s pre- 
school children received both quality daycare 
and education. Her influence can be seen in 
the many programs she spearheaded, like the 
Fresh Air Fund that sends hundreds of chil-
dren every year to summer camp and the pro-
grams that help seniors, single parents and 
people out of work or returning to work. Fortu-
nately, for those who had the opportunity to 
work with her, Mrs. Morris-Yamba was gen-
erous with sharing her knowledge and her sig-
nificant leadership skills. 

As Mrs. Morris-Yamba retires, she will be 
remembered for her belief in fulfilling the 
needs of the total child. She has a love of 
learning and is an excellent role model as well 
as the consummate professional. Mrs. Morris- 
Yamba has touched the lives of countless chil-
dren, parents and Newark’s senior citizens. 
Mrs. Morris-Yamba has received many awards 
during her tenure at the Newark Day Center. 
I am truly grateful that she chose Newark. I 
know that to be in an educational environment 
is to serve with one’s heart. Mrs. Morris- 
Yamba has served the Newark Day Center 
with her heart and in the process has created 
a memorable legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure my colleagues 
agree that Mrs. Trish Morris-Yamba deserves 
to be recognized for a job well done and for 
her many years of dedicated service to the 
Newark community. I am proud to have such 
a dedicated person in my Congressional dis-
trict and wish her much success in her future 
endeavors. 

HONORING THE SONS OF ITALY 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, the Sons of Italy 
is the largest and oldest nationally-recognized 
organization in the United States for people of 
Italian heritage. 

For 100 years, the Sons of Italy Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania has worked to estab-
lish over 150 lodges throughout the common-
wealth, all dedicated to the promotion of Italian 
culture, traditions, and legacy. 

With support from their members, the Sons 
of Italy has raised over $35 million for numer-
ous charities including the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, the Doug Flutie Junior Foundation for 
Autism and Cooley’s Anemia Foundation. 

The organization has also given $117 mil-
lion in donations to scholarships, medical re-
search, cultural preservation and disaster re-
lief. 

Through their commission for social justice, 
The Sons of Italy has fought racism, prejudice 
and the stereotyping of all races, religions and 
cultures. 

As an Italian-American myself, I am honored 
to offer my congratulations to the Sons of 
Italy, and praise their devotion to the preserva-
tion of Italian-American heritage. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WORLD WAR II 
VETERANS OF THE USS TIDE 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mark Zangara who has established 
a 501(c)3 in Harpers Ferry, called ‘‘World War 
Two History Archives’’. The purpose of this 
non-profit organization is to honor WW2 Vets 
with oral history interviews as well as com-
memoration of WW2 military service. 

On the week of June 4–8, 2013, Mark 
Zangara sponsored the reunion of survivors of 
the USS Tide. On June 7, 2013, 1100 hours, 
the USS Tide Veterans was honored at the 
Navy Memorial at the plaque dedication cere-
mony of their ship, itself a minesweeper. June 
7 was a significant day for the crew since it 
was on that day June 7, 1944, that the Tide 
hit a mine and was split in two. 25 percent of 
the crew were killed immediately, while all oth-
ers on board were wounded and hospitalized. 
The USS Tide is the only American Naval ship 
to have 100% casualties (either KIA or WIA) 
in one single incident. The heroic acts of the 
sailors involving great risk to themselves to 
save others are extensive and numerous. 
They will be covered at length in Mr. 
Zangara’s forthcoming book to be released 
this year ‘‘Reflections: World War Two Vet-
erans Tell their Remarkable History.’’ 

We owe everything to these Veterans of 
World War Two. We owe them a debt that can 
never be repaid. 

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL 
ROSEN 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate Michael Rosen as he receives 
the inaugural Patient Impact Legacy Award 
from the Cures Within Reach Foundation for 
his work in the BioSciences over the last 30 
years. 

Michael Rosen has been chosen to receive 
this inaugural Legacy Award based on his 
leadership and involvement in the BioScience 
industry and his interest in the betterment of 
the regional community. Currently the Senior 
Vice President of the Forest City Science + 
Technology Group, Rosen is responsible for 
developing marketing strategies for Forest 
City’s biotech projects across the United 
States and serves as their liaison to the life 
science industry developing relationships with 
clients and major research universities. Forest 
City Science + Technology Group is one of 
the country’s leading developers & owners of 
science parks associated with leading re-
search-based universities. He is also a found-
ing member, current board member and 
former vice-chairman of IBIO, the Illinois Bio-
technology Industry Organization, and chair-
man of its predecessor organization. Prior to 
Forest City, Mr. Rosen spent 32 years as an 
executive in the pharmaceutical, biotech and 
medical device industries in the U.S. and 
abroad working in Europe, Asia and Latin 
America. 

The Cures Within Reach Midwest Bio-
Science Industry Campaign event will occur 
annually to celebrate both the industry in our 
region, and its commitment to life-changing 
solutions for patients. Cures Within Reach was 
founded in 2005 as a Chicago-based not-for- 
profit organization helping patients by 
repurposing FDA-approved drugs and devices 
to deliver fast, safe and affordable treatments 
for diseases and rare disorders that have in-
sufficient or nonexistent therapies. Cures With-
in Reach has emerged as a leader in the 
repurposing revolution, working to transform 
patient lives through research that looks back-
ward to move forward. 

Past research has delivered seven treat-
ments in use today in major disease areas 
and rare disorders including Multiple Sclerosis, 
Autoimmune Lymphoproliferative Syndrome, 
Lung Cancer, Prostate Cancer, and Familial 
Dysautonomia. Current research projects are 
in process at many select institutional part-
ners, including The Mayo Clinic, the Seattle 
Children’s Hospital, Rush University, The Uni-
versity of Chicago, Weill Cornell, and the Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 

I join others in the Chicago area in offering 
my deep gratitude for Michael’s decades of 
work and lifelong commitment to patients and 
the bioscience that heals them, and to Cures 
Within Reach. I wish them well and ask this 
body to do the same on this momentous occa-
sion. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT PITTENGER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
votes Nos. 103–105, I am not recorded be-
cause I was absent from the U.S House of 
Representatives. Had I been present, I would 
have voted in the following manner. 

On rollcall No. 194, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 195, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 196, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 197, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 198, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 199, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 200, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 201, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 202, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 203, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 204, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 205, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 206, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 207, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 208, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 209, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 210, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall No. 211, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 125TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF EULATION BAP-
TIST CHURCH 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to ask for the House’s attention 
today to recognize the congregation of Eulaton 
Baptist Church, which will be celebrating their 
125th anniversary on June 13th. 

In 1888, in the community of Eulatonin, Ala-
bama, 30 people gathered to worship in an old 
school house. Eulatonin, a community in An-
niston, Alabama, was named after Mrs. Eula 

Ford. This church was founded as a Southern 
Missionary Baptist Church with an emphasis 
on missions. 

One hundred twenty-five years later, this 
church and its congregation have grown im-
mensely. However, they remain focused on 
missions and serving their community of 
Eulaton, in Anniston, Alabama. 

On Sunday, August 4th, members, friends 
and the community will gather together at the 
church to remember, reflect and rejoice on the 
triumphs of Eulaton Baptist Church. Please 
join me in celebrating their rich history and 
wishing them great success in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes on Monday, June 3. I would like the 
record to show that, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 184, 
and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 185. I was also in-
advertently absent for the following votes and 
would like the record to show that, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
vote 189, and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 205. 
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Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S4069–S4350 
Measures Introduced: Fourteen bills were intro-
duced, as follows: S. 1128–1141.              Pages S4212–13 

Measures Considered: 
Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Im-
migration Modernization Act—Agreement: Sen-
ate began consideration of S. 744, to provide for 
comprehensive immigration reform, after agreeing to 
the motion to proceed, and taking action on the fol-
lowing amendments proposed thereto: 
                                       Pages S4071–86, S4086–93, S4093–S4206 

Pending: 
Leahy/Hatch Amendment No. 1183, to encourage 

and facilitate international participation in the per-
forming arts.                                                         Pages S4195–97 

Grassley/Blunt Amendment No. 1195, to prohibit 
the granting of registered provisional immigrant sta-
tus until the Secretary has maintained effective con-
trol of the borders for 6 months.         Pages S4197–S4206 

During consideration of this measure today, Senate 
also took the following action: 

By 82 yeas to 15 nays (Vote No. 146), three-fifths 
of those Senators duly chosen and sworn, having 
voted in the affirmative, Senate agreed to the motion 
to close further debate on the motion to proceed to 
consideration of the bill.                                         Page S4086 

By 84 yeas to 15 nays (Vote No. 147), Senate 
agreed to the motion to proceed to consideration of 
the bill.                                                                            Page S4093 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the bill at ap-
proximately 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 12, 
2013.                                                                                Page S4349 

Appointments: 
Military Compensation and Retirement Mod-

ernization Commission: The Chair announced, on 
behalf of the Republican Leader, after consultation 
with the Ranking Member of the Committee on 
Armed Services, pursuant to the provisions of Public 
Law 112–239, the appointment of the following in-
dividuals to be members of the Military Compensa-
tion and Retirement Modernization Commission: 

The Honorable Stephen E. Buyer, of Indiana, and 
Edmund P. Giambastiani, Admiral, U.S. Navy (ret), 
of Florida.                                                                       Page S4349 

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations: 

Stephen Woolman Preston, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be General Counsel of the Department of 
Defense. 

Jason Furman, of New York, to be a Member and 
Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers. 

Daniel Brooks Baer, of Colorado, to be U.S. Rep-
resentative to the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, with the rank of Amassador. 

Keith Michael Harper, of Maryland, for the rank 
of Ambassador during his tenure of service as United 
States Representative to the UN Human Rights 
Council. 

Michael G. Carroll, of New York, to be Inspector 
General, United States Agency for International De-
velopment. 

James Cole, Jr., of New York, to be General 
Counsel, Department of Education. 

Catherine Elizabeth Lhamon, of California, to be 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Department of 
Education.                                                                      Page S4350 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S4210–12 

Executive Reports of Committees:               Page S4212 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S4213–14 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S4214–16 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S4209–10 

Amendments Submitted:                           Pages S4216–31 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:         Page S4232 

Privileges of the Floor:                                        Page S4232 

Text of S. 954 as Previously Passed: 
                                                                             Pages S4232–S4349 

Record Votes: Two record votes were taken today. 
(Total—147)                                                    Page S4086, S4093 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:39 p.m., until 9:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, June 12, 2013. (For Senate’s program, see the 
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remarks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on 
page S4349.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE LEADERSHIP 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Depart-
ment of Defense concluded a hearing to examine de-
partment leadership, after receiving testimony from 
Chuck Hagel, Secretary, and General Martin 
Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, both 
of the Department of Defense. 

AUTHORIZATION: DEFENSE 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Airland 
met and approved for full committee consideration 
those provisions which fall under the subcommittee’s 
jurisdiction of the proposed National Defense Au-
thorization Act for fiscal year 2014. 

AUTHORIZATION: DEFENSE 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Readi-
ness and Management Support met and approved for 
full committee consideration those provisions which 
fall under the subcommittee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal 
year 2014. 

AUTHORIZATION: DEFENSE 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Per-
sonnel met and approved for full committee consid-
eration those provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the proposed National 
Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2014. 

AUTHORIZATION: DEFENSE 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Stra-
tegic Forces met in closed session and approved for 
full committee consideration those provisions which 
fall under the subcommittee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal 
year 2014. 

AUTHORIZATION: DEFENSE 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Emerg-
ing Threats and Capabilities met in closed session 
and approved for full committee consideration those 
provisions which fall under the subcommittee’s juris-
diction of the proposed National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2014. 

DEEP SEA CHALLENGE 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sub-
committee on Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and 
Coast Guard concluded a hearing to examine deep 

sea challenge, focusing on innovative partnerships in 
ocean observations, after receiving testimony from 
Susan K. Avery, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institu-
tion, Woods Hole, Massachusetts; Edward Page, 
Alaska Ocean Observing System Board, Anchorage; 
Jan Newton, Northwest Association of Networked 
Ocean Observing Systems, Seattle, Washington; and 
James Cameron, Malibu, California. 

TRAFFICKING AND EXPLOITATION IN 
AMERICA 
Committee on Finance: Committee concluded a hearing 
to examine sex trafficking and exploitation in Amer-
ica, focusing on child welfare’s role in prevention 
and intervention, after receiving testimony from 
Joette Katz, Connecticut Department of Children 
and Families Commissioner, Hartford; Michelle 
Guymon, Los Angeles County Probation Director, 
Los Angeles, California; Asia Graves, FAIR Girls, 
Baltimore, Maryland; and Susan Goldfarb, Children’s 
Advocacy Center of Suffolk County, and Support to 
End Exploitation Now Coalition, Boston, Massachu-
setts. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Finance: Committee ordered favorably 
reported the nomination of Michael Froman, of New 
York, to be United States Trade Representative, 
with the rank of Ambassador. 

FEDERAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Committee concluded a hearing to examine re-
ducing duplication and improving outcomes in Fed-
eral information technology, including the Office of 
Management and Budget and Agencies continued at-
tention on eliminating duplicative investments, after 
receiving testimony from Steven Vanroekel, U.S. 
Chief Information Officer, Administrator for 
E–Government and Information Technology, Office 
of Management and Budget; Simon Szykman, Chief 
Information Officer, Department of Commerce; 
Frank Baitman, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Health 
and Human Services for Information Technology, 
and Chief Information Officer; and David A. 
Powner, Director, Information Technology Manage-
ment Issues, Government Accountability Office. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: 
Committee began consideration of S. 1094, to 
amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
of 1965, but did not complete action thereon, and 
will meet again on Wednesday, June 12, 2013. 
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NOMINATIONS 
Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine the nominations of Byron Todd 
Jones, of Minnesota, to be Director, Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, and Stuart F. 
Delery, of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist-
ant Attorney General, both of the Department of 

Justice, after the nominees testified and answered 
questions in their own behalf. 

INTELLIGENCE 
Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee held closed 
hearings on intelligence matters, receiving testimony 
from officials of the intelligence community. 

Committee recessed subject to the call. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 19 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 2308–2326; and 2 resolutions, H. 
Res. 254–255 were introduced.                  Pages H3286–87 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H3288–89 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
Supplemental report on H.R. 1960, to authorize 

appropriations for fiscal year 2014 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense and for mili-
tary construction, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for other purposes 
(H. Rept. 113–102, Pt. 2) and 

H. Res. 256, providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 1960) to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2014 for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military construction, to 
prescribe military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; and providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1256) to direct the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission and the Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission to jointly adopt rules 
setting forth the application to cross-border swaps 
transactions of certain provisions relating to swaps 
that were enacted as part of the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act (H. 
Rept. 113–104).                                                         Page H3271 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Holding to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                             Page H3257 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:25 p.m. and re-
convened at 2 p.m.                                                    Page H3261 

Advisory Committee on the Records of Con-
gress—Reappointment: Read a letter from Karen 
L. Haas, Clerk of the House of Representatives, in 
which she reappointed Dr. Sharon Leon of Fairfax, 
Virginia to the Advisory Committee on the Records 
of Congress.                                                                   Page H3263 

Recess: The House recessed at 2:14 p.m. and recon-
vened at 5:05 p.m.                                                    Page H3263 

Supplemental Report: Agreed that the Committee 
on Armed Services be authorized to file a supple-
mental report on H.R. 1960, National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014.              Page H3263 

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules 
and pass the following measures: 

South Utah Valley Electric Conveyance Act: 
H.R. 251, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to 
convey certain Federal features of the electric dis-
tribution system to the South Utah Valley Electric 
Service District, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote of 404 
yeas with none voting ‘‘nay’’, Roll No. 212; 
                                                                Pages H3264–65, H3269–70 

Fruit Heights Land Conveyance Act: H.R. 993, 
to provide for the conveyance of certain parcels of 
National Forest System land to the city of Fruit 
Heights, Utah;                                                     Pages H3265–66 

Rattlesnake Mountain Public Access Act: H.R. 
1157, to ensure public access to the summit of Rat-
tlesnake Mountain in the Hanford Reach National 
Monument for educational, recreational, historical, 
scientific, cultural, and other purposes, by a 2⁄3 yea- 
and-nay vote of 409 yeas with none voting ‘‘nay’’, 
Roll No. 213;                                         Pages H3266–67, H3270 

North Cascades National Park Service Complex 
Fish Stocking Act: H.R. 1158, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to continue stocking fish in 
certain lakes in the North Cascades National Park, 
Ross Lake National Recreation Area, and Lake Che-
lan National Recreation Area; and            Pages H3267–68 

Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Protection Act: 
H.R. 723, amended, to amend the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act to designate a segment of the Beaver, 
Chipuxet, Queen, Wood, and Pawcatuck Rivers in 
the States of Connecticut and Rhode Island for study 
for potential addition to the National Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers System.                                             Pages H3268–69 
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Recess: The House recessed at 5:37 p.m. and recon-
vened at 6:30 p.m.                                                    Page H3269 

Privileged Resolution: The House agreed to H. 
Res. 255, requesting the Senate to return to the 
House of Representatives the bill H.R. 2217. 
                                                                                            Page H3270 

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate 
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the 
House today appears on page H3263. 
Senate Referral: S. 954 was held at the desk. 
Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H3269–70, H3270. There were no quorum 
calls. 
Adjournment: The House met at 12 noon and ad-
journed at 9:05 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
LEGISLATIVE MEASURE 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on En-
ergy and Mineral Resources held a hearing on H.R. 
2231, the ‘‘OffShore Energy and Jobs Act’’. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014; AND SWAP 
JURISDICTION CERTAINTY ACT 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 1960, the ‘‘National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2014’’; and H.R. 1256, the 
‘‘Swap Jurisdiction Certainty Act’’. The Committee 
granted, by voice vote, a general debate rule for 
H.R. 1960. The rule provides one hour of general 
debate equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Committee on 
Armed Services. The rule waives all points of order 
against consideration of the bill. The rule provides 
that no further consideration of the bill shall be in 
order except pursuant to a subsequent order of the 
House. Additionally, the rule provides a closed rule 
for H.R. 1256. The rule provides one hour of de-
bate, with 40 minutes equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Financial Services and 20 minutes 
equally divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee on Ag-
riculture. The rule waives all points of order against 
consideration of the bill. The rule provides that the 
amendments recommended by the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services now printed in the bill shall be con-
sidered as adopted and the bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. The rule waives all points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as amended. The 
rule provides one motion to recommit with or with-

out instructions. In section 3, the rule provides that 
the chair of the Committee on Agriculture is author-
ized, on behalf of the committee, to file a supple-
mental report to accompany H.R. 1947. Testimony 
was heard from Chairman McKeon, Representative 
Smith (WA), Chairman Hensarling and Representa-
tive Waters. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 12, 2013 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Depart-

ment of Defense, to hold hearings to examine voluntary 
military education programs, 10 a.m., SD–192. 

Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine cyberse-
curity, focusing on preparing for and responding to the 
enduring threat; to be immediately followed by a closed 
briefing in SVC–217, 2 p.m., SD–G50. 

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on SeaPower, 
closed business meeting to markup those provisions 
which fall under the subcommittee’s jurisdiction of the 
proposed National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal 
year 2014, 9:30 a.m., SR–222. 

Full Committee, business meeting to markup the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 
2014, 2 p.m., SD–106. 

Full Committee, closed business meeting to markup 
the proposed National Defense Authorization Act for fis-
cal year 2014, 4 p.m., SR–222. 

Committee on the Budget: To hold hearings to examine 
the President’s proposed budget request for fiscal year 
2014 for Defense, 10:30 a.m., SD–608. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: busi-
ness meeting to continue consideration of S. 1094, to 
amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, and any pending nominations, 10 a.m., SH–216. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
to hold hearings to examine the nomination of Howard 
A. Shelanski, of Pennsylvania, to be Administrator of the 
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Management and Budget, 10 a.m., SD–342. 

Committee on Indian Affairs: to hold hearings to examine 
the nomination of Yvette Roubideaux, of Maryland, to be 
Director of the Indian Health Service, Department of 
Health and Human Services, 2:30 p.m., SD–628. 

Committee on Rules and Administration: to hold hearings 
to examine the nomination of Davita Vance-Cooks, of 
Virginia, to be Public Printer, Government Printing Of-
fice, 10 a.m., SR–301. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: to hold hearings to exam-
ine pending benefits legislation, 10 a.m., SR–418. 
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House 
Committee on Appropriations, Full Committee, markup on 

Defense Appropriations Bill, Fiscal Year 2104, 10 a.m., 
2359 Rayburn. 

Committee on the Budget, Full Committee, hearing on the 
Department of Defense and the Fiscal Year 2014 Budget 
Request, 1 p.m., 210 Cannon. 

Committee on Education and the Workforce, Subcommittee 
on Health, Employment, Labor, Pension, hearing entitled 
‘‘Strengthening the Multiemployer Pension System: What 
Reforms Should Policymakers Consider?’’, 10 a.m. 2175 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on 
Health, hearing entitled ‘‘The Need for Medicaid Reform: 
A State Perspective’’, 10 a.m., 2322 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Communications and Technology, 
hearing entitled ‘‘The Satellite Television Law: Repeal, 
Reauthorize, or Revise?’’, 10:30 a.m., 2123 Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Beyond GSEs’’ Examples of Successful Housing 
Finance Models without Explicit Government Guaran-
tees’’, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Capital Markets and Government 
Sponsored Enterprises, hearing entitled ‘‘Reducing Bar-
riers to Capital Formation’’, 1 p.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Modernizing U.S. International Food Aid: 
Reaching More for Less’’, 10 a.m., 2172 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa, 
hearing entitled ‘‘American NGOs Under Attack in 
Morsi’s Egypt’’, 1 p.m., 2172 Rayburn. 

Committee on Homeland Security, Subcommittee on 
Counterterrorism, hearing entitled ‘‘Protecting the Home-
land Against Mumbai-Style Attacks and the Threat from 
Lashkar-e-Taiba’’, 10 a.m., 311 Cannon. 

Committee on the Judiciary, Full Committee, markup on 
H.R. 1797, the ‘‘District of Columbia Pain-Capable Un-
born Child Protection Act’’; and H.R. 1944, the ‘‘Private 
Property Rights Protection Act of 2013’’, 10:15 a.m., 
2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, Full Committee, markup 
on the following measures: H.R. 412, the ‘‘Nashua River 

Wild and Scenic River Study Act’’; H.R. 657, the ‘‘Graz-
ing Improvement Act’’; H.R. 697, the ‘‘Three Kids Mine 
Remediation and Reclamation Act’’; H.R. 740, the 
‘‘Southeast Alaska Native Land Entitlement Finalization 
and Jobs Protection Act’’; H.R. 841, to amend the Grand 
Ronde Reservation Act to make technical corrections, and 
for other purposes; H.R. 931, to provide for the addition 
of certain real property to the reservation of the Siletz 
Tribe in the State of Oregon; H.R. 1126, the ‘‘Dwight 
D. Eisenhower Memorial Completion Act’’; H.R. 1411, 
the ‘‘California Coastal National Monument Expansion 
Act of 2013’’; H.R. 1497, the ‘‘War Memorial Protection 
Act’’; H.R. 1548, the ‘‘Native American Energy Act’’; 
H.R. 1825, the ‘‘Recreational Fishing and Hunting Her-
itage and Opportunities Act’’; H.R. 1964, the ‘‘National 
Petroleum Reserve Alaska Access Act’’; H.R. 2166, the 
‘‘Good Samaritan Search and Recovery Act of 2013’’; and 
H.R. 2231, the ‘‘Offshore Energy and Jobs Act’’, 10 a.m., 
1324 Longworth. 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled ‘‘Protecting Taxpayer Dollars: Is 
the Government Using Suspension and Debarment Effec-
tively?’’, 9:30 a.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

Committee on Rules, Full Committee, hearing on H.R. 
1960, the ‘‘National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2014’’ (amendment consideration), 2 p.m., H–313 
Capitol. 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, Subcommittee 
on Environment, hearing entitled ‘‘Background Check: 
Achievability of New Ozone Standards’’, 10 a.m., 2318 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Small Business, Subcommittee on Economic 
Growth, Tax and Capital Access, hearing entitled ‘‘The 
Seasonal Employment Needs of Small Tourism Businesses 
and H–2B Visa Policy’’, 1 p.m., 2360 Rayburn. 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Sub-
committee on Aviation, hearing entitled ‘‘Lessons Learned 
from the Boeing 787 Incidents’’, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn. 

Committee on Ways and Means, Subcommittee on Trade, 
hearing entitled ‘‘U.S.-Brazil Trade and Investment Rela-
tionship: Opportunities and Challenges, 10 a.m., 1100 
Longworth. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

9:30 a.m., Wednesday, June 12 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: After the transaction of any 
morning business (not to extend beyond one hour), Senate 
will continue consideration of S. 744, Border Security, 
Economic Opportunity, and Immigration Modernization 
Act. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10 a.m., Wednesday, June 12 

House Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Consideration of H.R. 
1256—Swap Jurisdiction Certainty Act (Subject to a 
Rule). Begin consideration of H.R. 1960—National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014 (Subject to 
a Rule). 
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