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Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 34 

minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Michael Rucker, Bible Bap-
tist Church, Wichita Falls, Texas, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Dear Heavenly Father, we come into 
Your presence and thank You for all 
that You have done for this country. 

We would ask Your leadership in the 
decisions that need to be made to keep 
this country great. Help us to put aside 
our personal feelings and do what is 
right for this great Nation and the peo-
ple of this Nation. 

Lord, we would ask You to help all 
the States that have had catastrophes 
the past few months. Continue to heal 
and restore back the things that have 
been lost or destroyed in these events. 

We are so thankful for Your watch 
care over us. Keep us free from the tyr-
anny of those who want to take our 
freedom away. Watch over our men and 
women in the military. 

We appreciate the liberty You have 
so graciously blessed us with. We want 
to give You all the praise and the 
honor and the glory, and we thank You 
for it. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND MICHAEL 
RUCKER 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. THORN-
BERRY) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, our 

guest chaplain today has been the pas-
tor of Bible Baptist Church in Wichita 
Falls, Texas, for the past 20 years; but 
his ministry and passion for spreading 

the word of God has never been con-
fined to the walls of any church build-
ing. 

Mike Rucker, known to many as the 
‘‘Flying Preacher,’’ has been combining 
his love of auto racing and the min-
istry since 1985 when he and his wife of 
40 years, Sherrie, began Rucker Racing 
Ministries. Since then, they have trav-
eled to racetracks across the United 
States, spreading the good word while 
he races and while Sherrie often sings 
the national anthem. 

Pastor Rucker also serves as the 
chaplain for the Wichita County Sher-
iff’s Office and for the Wichita Falls 
Police Department and is a regular on 
Joe Tom White’s ‘‘Rise ’n Shine’’ radio 
show. In short, he has never been afraid 
to roll up his sleeves and be in the 
world while sharing the Gospel with 
folks across Texas and the Nation. 

Pastor Rucker graduated from the 
Arlington Baptist College in Arlington, 
Texas. He and Sherrie have two sons, 
Michael and Matthew, and one daugh-
ter, Marlene, and five grandchildren. 

I am pleased to help welcome Pastor 
Rucker, the ‘‘Flying Preacher,’’ to the 
House today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). The Chair will entertain 15 
further requests for 1-minute speeches 
on each side of the aisle. 

f 

A WAR ON COAL 
(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JENKINS. Yesterday, the Presi-
dent called for more energy taxes and 
regulations that will hurt the economy 
and job creation. One of the President’s 
senior advisers even said, ‘‘A war on 
coal is exactly what’s needed.’’ 

In my State, where coal supplies 
nearly 75 percent of the electricity and 
where coal plants support thousands of 
jobs, I don’t think a war on coal is 
what Kansans need. Reducing one of 
the most affordable sources of energy 
will cause prices to go up, and that 
makes life harder for people. 

The administration needs to stop 
picking winners and losers. This ap-
proach has failed. It has cost taxpayers 
billions of dollars, and dozens of green 
energy companies that were offered 
taxpayer dollars are bankrupt or fal-
tering and are laying off workers. 

Instead of favoring special interests, 
the House plan supports a real all-of- 
the-above approach to energy that will 
incentivize job creation, lower energy 
costs for Americans, and reduce U.S. 
dependence on foreign oil. 

f 

JUSTICE AND EQUITY RESTORED 
IN AMERICA 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Almost 17 years to the 
day—that’s a long time—the House of 
Representatives passed the so-called 
Defense of Marriage Act. At that time, 
I went to the floor and voted with a 
small minority against this legislation. 
I said it was unnecessary, discrimina-
tory, and unconstitutional. 

It took 17 years to work through the 
system and to finally get the Supreme 
Court to act and to decide that, indeed, 
the Defense of Marriage Act, so-called, 
is unconstitutional and is a deprivation 
of the equal liberty of persons it has 
protected in the Fifth Amendment: 

‘‘The Federal statute is invalid, for 
no legitimate purpose overcomes the 
purpose and effect to disparage and in-
jure those whom the State, by its mar-
riage laws, sought to protect in 
personhood and dignity,’’ as written by 
Justice Kennedy, ‘‘by seeking to dis-
place this protection and treating 
those persons as living in marriages 
less respected than others.’’ 

Today, the Supreme Court restored 
justice and equity in America. 

f 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO FIX 
STUDENT LOANS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, more than a month ago, 
the House passed H.R. 1911, a bill based 
on the President’s 2014 budget request, 
which would provide a market-based 
interest rate for student loans. 

Editorial boards from across the 
country have lauded this bill and have 
called on the Senate to act on a similar 
proposal: 

USA Today stated: 
Rates on loans are now set by Washington, 

not markets. Obama and the House Repub-
licans wisely call for a market solution. 

The Boston Globe stated: 
The solution President Obama and House 

Republicans have proposed would prevent 
what has become a frustrating annual stand-
off. 

The Los Angeles Times stated: 
Republicans are backing a long-term solu-

tion that’s similar to one President Obama 
proposed . . . The Senate should pass its own 
version . . . then work out the differences 
with the House. 

With less than a week before student 
loan rates jump from 3.4 percent to 6.8 
percent, the Senate has failed to pass a 
bill that would address the issue. It’s 
time for the Senate to come to the 
table. 

f 

CANYON MIDDLE SCHOOL—SCHOOL 
TO WATCH AWARD 

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Can-
yon Middle School in Castro Valley, 
California, in my congressional dis-
trict, was recently recognized as one of 
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