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District and for their willingness to
put the students and innovation above
any of themselves as they serve our
community.

——
VOTING RIGHTS ACT

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HORSFORD. Let me just say it’s
good to see the freshman class presi-
dent from the other side at the Speak-
er’s podium this evening.

Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, the Su-
preme Court struck down critical parts
of the Voting Rights Act, and I, like
my colleagues, am deeply disappointed
in this decision.

Justice Scalia said the Voting Rights
Act is a ‘‘racial entitlement.”

Voting is not a racial entitlement. It
is a right for every eligible voting age
citizen. It is an American entitlement.

Voter suppression tactics have be-
come more sophisticated, but they
have not disappeared. The Voting
Rights Act blocked more than 1,000
voting law changes between 1982 and
2006, and last year alone, the Voting
Rights Act stopped a voter ID law in
Texas and a Florida law that elimi-
nated early voting days.

Now it has fallen to Congress to safe-
guard our most sacred right, and I will
work with anyone from either party
who understands the need to protect
this fundamental right. I urge this
body to work together to fix the Vot-
ing Rights Act.

———
VOTING RIGHTS ACT

(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I stand today to join with my col-
leagues in expressing my deep dis-
appointment in the Supreme Court’s
decision on the Voting Rights Act. I
stand not just as a Member of Congress
but as a Member of Congress who rep-
resents Selma, Alabama. I stand not
only as a Member who represents
Selma, Alabama, but also as a native of
Selma.

I can tell you that, as I think about
the Edmund Pettus Bridge each and
every time I go home, I think about
JOHN LEWIS and of so many foot sol-
diers who dedicated their lives for the
right to vote. I know that I would not
be able to stand in this well had it not
been for their fight.

So I implore my colleagues: we as
elected officials cannot afford to not
protect the right to vote. It is sacred,
our right to vote. I think that the only
way that we, with dignity, can con-
tinue as elected officials is if we pro-
tect each and every person’s right to
vote in America. So I implore us to
work together to figure out a coverage
formula that will work. I also urge all
of us to remember what it’s like to see
JOHN LEWIS in this well. JOEN LEWIS is
the face of voting rights in America. I
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ask us to work together to figure out a
formula to protect the right to vote.
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INVESTIGATING POSSIBLE
UNETHICAL ACTIVITIES

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, we’ve
had reports that HHS Secretary
Sebelius has been soliciting funds from
private companies to go and promote
the President’s health care law. In fact,
there’s a committee in Congress that’s
investigating these reports and how it
would either potentially break the law
or clearly violate ethics laws. In addi-
tion to that, now we’re seeing reports
that the Obama administration is pres-
suring the NFL and the NBA to go and
promote their health care law.

It is unethical for the Obama admin-
istration to pressure organizations
that they regulate to try to promote
their policies. So if Secretary Sebelius
or any other Federal administrator is
using their power in the regulatory
structure to go and pressure organiza-
tions to promote their policies, they
need to stop it right now, Mr. Speaker;
and we need to continue in the House
our oversight investigations into any
kind of unethical activities like those
that are being reported.

—————

STUDENT LOAN RATES

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Education is the
key to prosperity in this country. Fam-
ilies know that. That’s why they save
up for college for their students, but
the cost of college has become so ex-
pensive that they’ve had to borrow
money. The interest rates now are ab-
solutely ridiculous, but they’re about
to get even worse on July 1 because
Congress has not acted.

Families across our country and in
my State of New Hampshire are de-
pending on Congress to fix this prob-
lem. We cannot allow these rates to
double. These families cannot afford
that. I am calling on Congress to stay
here until we settle this, to think
about those families across this coun-
try, put off that vacation, stay right
here and work it out.

———
VOTING RIGHTS ACT

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, my
friends across the aisle obviously are
concerned about section 4 of the Voting
Rights Act being struck down.

We debated the extension of the Vot-
ing Rights Act in the Judiciary Com-
mittee, and I have great respect for
then-Chairman JOHN CONYERS. And as I
mentioned to him privately, as well,
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there’s no way it’s going to avoid being
violative of equal protection when you
have, as was determined in 2009, five of
the six original States that now have
less racial disparity than the rest of
the country and the worst racial dis-
parity is in Massachusetts. You can’t
just cram a punishment down on
States just because you have a major-
ity when great work has been done by
the Voting Rights Act. It has done a
good thing, and it was time for a new
formula so we could capture the States
that showed such racial disparity.

I look forward to working with my
friends across the aisle to subjecting
Massachusetts and any other viola-
tors—I know there aren’t any others
that bad—to section 5, and I'm sure we
can get that done.

———

VOTING RIGHTS ACT

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, my first
babysitter was the Reverend Noah Al-
bert Cleaver, my great-grandfather. He
took care of me and my oldest sister
every day after preschool. He lived to
be 103 years old. I was in college when
he died.

My grandpa, born in Cherokee Coun-
ty, Texas, who died in Ellis County,
Texas, never voted, not one time in 103
years because they had to pay $3.50 in
a poll tax.

When the Supreme Court ruled on
Tuesday saying that because of
progress we don’t need the voting
rights any more, it’s like having a
cruise ship require everyone wear some
kind of life vest. The ship goes down,
everybody is saved, and they say, Well,
because everybody was saved, we don’t
need life vests any more. It was the life
vests that saved them. It was the Vot-
ing Rights Act that caused the voter
participation to rise.

I will not insult the death and life of
my great-grandpa by not being as ac-
tive as I can to reinstitute section 4 of
the Voting Rights Act.

————

VOTING RIGHTS ACT

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank my colleagues for com-
ing to the floor to discuss what I think
is one of the most activist Court deci-
sions probably in my lifetime.

When I was elected to Congress in
1992, it was the first time an African
American won an election in Florida in
129 years in this body. And I can’t
stand in this body and not think about
what happened in the 2000 election
when we had a coup d’etat in this coun-
try, when 27,000 voters from my dis-
tricts, Districts 7, 8, 9 and 10, their bal-
lots were not counted and were thrown
out because of poor equipment.

Let’s don’t talk about what happened
4 years later when Jeb Bush paid $4
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