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CELEBRATING BILL GRAY

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 8, 2013

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor my friend and Congressman, Bill
Gray. Reverend Gray was an historic figure in
Philadelphia and in this country. His contribu-
tions to this Nation are well known to all of us.
So, I'd like to take a moment and just focus
on his impact in my own life.

Bill represented my community in the House
for many years. He was one of my most im-
portant mentors and supporters as | rose
through the ranks in Philadelphia politics. |
was a ward leader in his district and was
proud to return his support every two years. |
leaned on Bill for his wise counsel on how to
serve my constituents. He helped me to be a
better ward leader, a better party chair, and a
better congressman. But the best counsel |
got from Bill was not professional advice. His
best advice was about how to be a better fa-
ther and a better husband while doing this job.
He demonstrated that philosophy by his close
business relationship with his son, who was by
his side at almost every meeting.

During our frequent dinners, Bill would make
sure | understood that | had to get back to
Philadelphia as much as | can. He told me to
put my family and my neighborhood first and
to make sure that | didn't ever forget why |
came to Washington in the first place.

Bill never lost his love for Philadelphia. He
and | were working together until the last
weeks of his life. He was doing all he could to
help our Free Libraries, to build jobs at
Comcast and to protect the people of his be-
loved North Philadelphia.

Mr. Speaker, Philadelphia, this country and
this House will be much poorer for Bill Gray’s
passing. | urge my colleagues to join the en-
tire Pennsylvania delegation in honoring him
today.

———

CELEBRATING BILL GRAY

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 8, 2013

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today | would like to honor the memory of a
noble public servant and trailblazer, Congress-
man William Herbert Gray, lll. Congressman
Gray served in Congress, representing Penn-
sylvania’s Second Congressional District, with
exceptional distinction and preeminence. He
eventually became the first African American
to be both the Chairman of the House Com-
mittee on the Budget and Majority Whip of the
House of Representatives.

As a leader in Congress and proud member
of the Congressional Black Caucus, Congress-
man Gray used his compassion and experi-
ence to boldly fight for those considered the
least the world over. Congressman Gray’s im-
passioned fight against Apartheid in South Af-
rica and for assistance to the poor were the
hallmarks of his time in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Speaker, | am fortunate enough to say
that | figuratively stand on the shoulders of
pioneers like Congressman Gray. | would not
be where | am today without the work and
sacrifice of individuals like him. | believe that
when history records the legacy of Congress-
man Gray, it will honor his role as a trailblazer
and passionate advocate for the least.

———

HONORING COLONEL JAMES O.
FLY, COMMANDER, ROCK ISLAND
ARSENAL JOINT MANUFAC-
TURING AND TECHNOLOGY CEN-
TER

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 11, 2013

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to thank and pay tribute to Colonel James Fly,
the outgoing Commander of Rock Island Arse-
nal Joint Manufacturing and Technology Cen-
ter. As the 46th commander of RIA-JMTC,
Colonel Fly has served with honor and distinc-
tion and he deserves our thanks and recogni-
tion.

Since taking command in September 2010,
Colonel Fly has led RIA-JMTC and its dedi-
cated workforce in building upon the capabili-
ties as the Department of Defense’s only
multi-purpose and vertically integrated metal
manufacturer while manufacturing high-quality
equipment for our troops. In addition, Colonel
Fly took forward thinking actions to ensure
that the equipment manufactured at Rock Is-
land Arsenal is not only of the highest quality,
but also the best deal for the Department of
Defense and the taxpayer.

During his tenure, Colonel Fly saw RIA-
JMTC designated as a Center of Industrial
and Technical Excellence in Add-on-Armor de-
velopment and Foundry Operations. These
designations made Rock Island Arsenal the
first arsenal to be designated with three
CITES, recognition of the depth of its capabili-
ties, forward-thinking management, and highly-
skilled workforce.

In 2011, enemies on the battlefield found
and began to exploit vulnerabilities in the
armor on Caiman MRAPs, endangering our
soldiers and requiring immediate action. Under
Colonel Fly’s leadership, the dedicated Rock
Island Arsenal workforce redesigned the armor
kit, produced 504 kits, and installed 22 of
those kits in theater within 30 days. When our
soldiers needed them, RIA-JMTC was there.

On a personal note, | have greatly enjoyed
working with Colonel Fly and would like to per-
sonally thank him for his leadership at Rock
Island Arsenal. Throughout his time as Com-
mander, Colonel Fly has demonstrated a
unique passion for his job. He truly cares
about the details of every process in the fac-
tory, taking the time to walk the floor and
speak personally with the workforce to hear
their perspective.

Colonel Fly, his wife, Ella, and their two
sons are valued members of the Quad Cities
community, participating in many community
events and ensuring a close bond between
RIA-JMTC and the Quad Cities. Colonel Fly
has actively engaged the youth in the commu-
nity, visiting local schools on Veteran’s Day to
discuss the importance of honoring those who
serve. Mrs. Fly has served as the chair of the
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Rock Island Arsenal Welcome Club Scholar-
ship and Grant Committee, organizing multiple
events to help military children attend college.
They are integral members of the community,
appreciated by the entire Quad Cities for their
engagement.

On behalf of all of my constituents, | thank
Colonel Fly for his dedicated service as Com-
mander of Rock Island Arsenal Joint Manufac-
turing and Technology Center and wish him
and his family the very best.

————

PUBLIC SAFETY AND SECOND
AMENDMENT RIGHTS PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 2013

HON. RUSH HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 11, 2013

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | have recently co-
sponsored H.R. 1565. | understand and laud
the very good intentions of the bill’s sponsors.
However, the reality is that as written this leg-
islation would, if enacted, have the effect of
making it impossible for the federal govern-
ment to do what New Jersey has done: re-
quire handgun licensing and registration. In
New Jersey we have lived comfortably and
safely for many years with such laws, and |
believe New Jersey’s approach should be ex-
tended to the federal level. It is my hope that
should H.R. 1565 be considered that | and
other Members will have the chance to amend
it so as to not preclude a national licensing &
registration regime.

———

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CHATHAM BOR-
OUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 11, 2013

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Chatham Borough Police
Department, located in Chatham, New Jersey,
which is celebrating its 100th anniversary.

On September 2, 1913, an ordinance used
to regulate the Chatham Borough Police De-
partment of Morris County was approved. The
Department came from humble beginnings,
with only one fulltime police officer in its inau-
gural year and, today, has 18 fulltime officers.
Despite the passage of a century, the Police
Department’s excellent service and core val-
ues have remained unchanged.

The Chatham Borough Police Department
prides itself in upholding values of integrity, re-
spect, service, and fairness. The Department
strives to promote a safe and secure environ-
ment and maintain order and provide safe flow
of traffic while demonstrating the core ideals.
It has continually responded to the changing
needs of Chatham Borough and has looked to
help the community in the best possible way.
By demonstrating strong leadership qualities,
the Chatham Borough Police Department has
remained a reliable and strong influence in
Chatham Borough.

Throughout the past century, the Chatham
Borough Police Department has dedicated
itself to the surrounding community, yet, it is
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