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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MEADOWS). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 11, 2013. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MARK 
MEADOWS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Paul Binion II, 
Westside Church of God, Fresno, Cali-
fornia, offered the following prayer: 

Our Father and Strong God, for this 
day, and the privileges and opportuni-
ties it brings, we say thank You. 

May this day not be typical or ordi-
nary in any way, but one that will long 
be remembered because of what shall 
transpire in this House: decisions set-
tled, issues resolved, progress made, 
partisanship minimized, and personal 
agendas set aside for the good of our 
constituency. 

God, we acknowledge our need of You 
and Your wisdom and guidance. 

Keep us mindful that we serve a peo-
ple, community, and world that is 
looking and depending on us to do al-
ways what is best for them. 

And may we live always cognizant of 
what You expect from us today, and 
that is, to do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with You. This we ask in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule 
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WITT-
MAN) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WITTMAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING PASTOR PAUL 
BINION II 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. COSTA) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, since 1977, 

Pastor Paul Binion has stood at the 
helm of one of Fresno’s most vibrant 
churches, the Westside Church of God, 

and the wonderful congregation that he 
serves. From offering comfort to fami-
lies during challenging times, to tak-
ing the lead on issues impacting the 
economically disadvantaged in our 
area, Pastor Binion has truly left a 
mark and continues to in our commu-
nity. 

He has urged his congregation to go 
beyond just knowing the Gospel, but to 
living them by performing good works 
for those in need. 

Over the nearly 10 years that I’ve 
known Paul, I know that he cares. He 
has overseen efforts to foster interfaith 
and interchurch dialogue by serving at 
the head of the West Fresno Ministe-
rial Alliance because he knows that 
our faith communities have much more 
in common than whatever divides 
them. 

I’m proud to call Pastor Binion my 
friend and thank him for his wise 
words this morning. 

Paul, thank you for joining us today 
to remind us that service, the service 
that we all involve ourselves with daily 
on behalf of our constituents, is the 
highest calling, and must remain the 
center of our work. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain five further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
FURLOUGHS 

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, instead 
of combating terrorism or working to 
support our troops deployed around the 
globe, civilian workers across the coun-
try are, instead, spending 20 percent of 
their workweek on a forced furlough. 
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