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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PETRI).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 15, 2013.

I hereby appoint the Honorable THOMAS E.
PETRI to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representative.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day.

We ask Your blessing upon this as-
sembly and upon all to whom the au-
thority of government is given. Help
them to meet their responsibilities
during these days, to attend to the im-
mediate needs and concerns of the mo-
ment, all the while enlightened by the
majesty of Your creation and Your
eternal Spirit.

We give You thanks that we all can
know and share the fruits of Your Spir-
it, especially in this time the virtue of
tolerance and reconciliation, of justice
and righteousness, of goodwill and un-
derstanding, of patience and loving
care for others.

Watch over this House and cause
Your blessing to be upon each Member,
that they might serve all the people
with sincerity and truth.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE EDWARD J. MARKEY,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable EDWARD J.
MARKEY, Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 15, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, The Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: I am writing to
inform you that I will resign my seat in the
United States House of Representatives in
order to serve in the United States Senate as
a Senator from Massachusetts. My resigna-
tion from the United States House of Rep-
resentatives is effective at the close of busi-
ness on Monday, July 15, 2013.

I have enclosed a copy of the letter of res-
ignation that I sent to Massachusetts Gov-
ernor Deval Patrick indicating the same.

Respectfully,
EDWARD J. MARKEY.
Hon. DEVAL PATRICK,
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
State House—Room 280, Boston, MA.

DEAR GOVERNOR PATRICK: It has been my
privilege to represent my Congressional Dis-
trict in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives for almost 37 years. I am great-
ly honored by the trust and confidence
placed in me by the people who live in these

communities and proud of the work that I
have been able to contribute to Massachu-
setts and our country.

I hereby resign my seat in the United
States House of Representatives effective at
the close of business on Monday, July 15, 2013
in order to assume the office of United
States Senator from Massachusetts.

Respectfully,
EDWARD J. MARKEY.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill and a Concurrent
Resolution of the House of the fol-
lowing titles:

H.R. 2289. An act to rename section 219(c)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as the
Kay Bailey Hutchison Spousal IRA.

H. Con. Res. 43. Concurrent Resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony
honoring the life and legacy of Nelson
Mandela on the occasion of the 95th anniver-
sary of his birth.

————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the House stands adjourned
until noon tomorrow for morning-hour
debate.

There was no objection.

Thereupon (at 10 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, July 16, 2013, at noon for morning-
hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2235. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Lacey Act Implementation Plan:
Definitions for Exempt and Regulated Arti-
cles [Docket No.: APHIS-2009-0018] (RIN:
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0579-AD11) received July 9, 2013, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

2236. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Heavy-Duty
Engine and Vehicle, and Nonroad Technical
Amendments [NHTSA-2012-0152; FRL 9772-3]
(RIN: 2127-AL31) received July 9, 2013, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

2237. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; Captiva, FL
[Docket No.: FAA-2012-1335; Airspace Docket
No. 12-AS0-19] received July 9, 2013, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

2238. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; Pine Island, FL
[Docket No.: FAA-2012-1336; Airspace Docket
No. 12-AS0-20] received July 9, 2013, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

2239. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; Bass Harbor,
ME [Docket No.: FAA-2012-0793; Airspace
Docket No. 12-ANE-14] received July 9, 2013,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

2240. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Cessna Aircraft Com-
pany Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2012-1001;
Directorate Identifier 2012-NM-020-AD;
Amendment 39-17453; AD 2013-09-11] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received July 9, 2013, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

2241. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Bombardier, Inc. Air-
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2013-0426; Direc-
torate Identifier 2013-NM-084-AD; Amend-
ment 39-17463; AD 2013-11-03] (RIN: 2120-AA64)
received July 9, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

2242. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; Linton, ND
[Docket No.: FAA-2012-1097; Airspace Docket
No. 12-AGL-1] received July 9, 2013, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

2243. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Airplanes
[Docket No.: FAA-2012-1000; Directorate
Identifier 2012-NM-065-AD; Amendment 39-
17460; AD 2013-10-07] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
July 9, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

2244. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Turbomeca S.A. Tur-
boshaft Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2013-0024;
Directorate Identifier 2000-NE-12-AD;
Amendment 39-17469; AD 2013-11-09] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received July 9, 2013, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
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2245. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; Gillette, WY
[Docket No.: FAA-2013-0185; Airspace Docket
No. 13-ANM-8] received July 9, 2013, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

2246. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace [Docket No.:
FAA-2013-0193; Airspace Docket No. 13-ANM-
9] received July 9, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

2247. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Modi-
fication of Class D and Class E Airspace and
Establishment of Class E Airspace; Pasco,
WA [Docket No.: FAA-2012-1345; Airspace
Docket No.: 12-ANM-31] received July 9, 2013,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

2248. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Bend, OR
[Docket No.: FAA-2013-0026; Airspace Docket
No. 13-ANM-3] received July 9, 2013, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

2249. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; Immokalee-Big
Cypress Airfield, FL [Docket No.: FAA-2012-
1051; Airspace Docket No. 12-AS0-39] re-
ceived July 9, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

2250. A letter from the Federal Register Li-
aison Officer, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Importer Permit Requirements for Tobacco
Products and Processed Tobacco, and Other
Requirements for Tobacco Products, Proc-
essed Tobacco, and Cigarette Papers and
Tubes [Docket No.: TTB-2013-0006; T.D. TTB-
115; Re: Notice No. 137; T.D. ATF-421; T.D.
ATF-422; ATF Notice Nos. 887 and 888] (RIN:
15613-AB37) received July 8, 2013, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. PALAZZO (for himself and Mr.
SMITH of Texas):

H.R. 2687. A bill to authorize the programs
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology.

By Mr. ROSS:

H.R. 2688. A bill to improve healthcare-re-
lated, tax-preferred savings accounts and to
provide for cooperative governing of indi-
vidual and group health insurance coverage
across State lines, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in
addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

July 15, 2013

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. PALAZZO:

H.R. 2687.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8, clause 3 of the Con-
stitution of the United States.

Article I, section 8, clause 18 of the Con-
stitution of the United States.

By Mr. ROSS:

H.R. 2688.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

The Congress shall have Power to lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defence and general Welfare of the United
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises
shall be uniform throughout the TUnited
States.

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 281: Mr. PAYNE.

H.R. 647: Mr. ROTHFUS and Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER.

H.R. 718: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. KING-
STON, and Mr. LANKFORD.

H.R. 915: Mr. COOPER.

H.R. 938: Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. SHUSTER, Mr. DENT,
Mr. DENHAM, Mr. GOWDY, Mr. SMITH of Mis-
souri, Mr. WOLF, Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New
Mexico, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. LATTA, Ms.
GRANGER, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. CALVERT.

H.R. 961: Mr. CONNOLLY.

H.R. 1037: Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 1199. Mr. GARAMENDI.

H.R. 1869: Mr. BisHOP of Georgia and Mr.
GERLACH.

H.R. 1893: Mr. WAXMAN.

H.R. 1897: Mr. MORAN.

H.R. 2044: Mr. WAXMAN.

H.R. 2429: Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, Mr.
TURNER, Mr. COBLE, and Mr. STOCKMAN.
H.R. 2449: Mr. MEEKS and Mr.

ABACHER.

H.R. 2453: Mr. BURGESS.

H.R. 2456: Mr. PRICE of Georgia.

H.R. 2495: Mr. RUSH.

H.R. 2560: Mr. PAYNE.

H.R. 2667: Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Mr.
BACHUS, and Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan.

H.R. 2682: Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. KINGSTON,
Mr. LABRADOR, and Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

H. Res. 276: Mr. PETERS of California.

H. Res. 281: Mr. STEWART, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr. HoLT, Mr.
NUGENT, Mr. LANCE, Mr. LEWIS, Mr. BISHOP
of Utah, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Mr. WOLF, Ms.
WATERS, and Mr. MCCAUL.
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The Senate met at 2:01 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable TiMm
KAINE, a Senator from the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Shepherd of love, sustainer of our
lives, and superintendent of our des-
tinies, we honor Your Name. Lord, in
these turbulent times, we continue to
look to You, our helper, as You lead us
beside still waters, restoring our souls.
Help us to trust You even when we
don’t understand Your providential
movements, as we find joy in Your
presence each day.

Thank You for Your constant love
and for Your reminder that in every-
thing You are working for the good of
those who love You and are called ac-
cording to Your purposes. Guide our
Senators, keeping them from deviating
from strict integrity, as they strive to
live worthy of Your love. We pray, in
Your sovereign Name. Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 15, 2013.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable TiM KAINE, a Senator
from the Commonwealth of Virginia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. KAINE thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————

KEEP STUDENT LOANS AFFORD-
ABLE ACT OF 2013—MOTION TO
PROCEED

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
Calendar No. 124.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 1238) to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to extend the current re-
duced interest rate for undergraduate Fed-
eral Direct Stafford Loans for 1 year, and to
modify required distribution rules for pen-
sion plans, and for other purposes.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
my remarks, the time until 5:30 p.m.
will be equally divided and controlled.
At 5:30 there will be a rollcall vote,
with a live quorum requested. Senators
should be advised that may not be the
only vote today. We may have to have
some more votes before we start our
joint caucus, which is scheduled for 6
o’clock. I hope there will only be the
need for one vote—we should know at
5:30 or thereabouts—but we could have
several votes. I look forward to the
joint caucus.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

Mr. REID. At this time I ask the
Chair to announce the business of the
day.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

ORDER OF BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
time until 5:30 p.m. will be equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

Mr. REID. If there are quorum calls
during this time, I ask unanimous con-
sent that they be equally divided.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau and the re-
nomination of Rich Cordray to serve as
its Director.

Several years ago I began working on
the idea for a consumer finance agency
because our consumer credit system
was badly broken. The laws were incon-
sistent, they were often arbitrary, and
the basic rules changed for the same
kind of product, such as a mortgage,
depending on what kind of company
sold it. People got cheated. And, as we
know, in 2008, reckless and dangerous
mortgage lenders and Wall Street trad-
ers who made money off those mort-
gages nearly brought our entire econ-
omy to its knees.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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In 2010 Congress passed the Dodd-
Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act. The consumer
protection part of that was the new
consumer agency—the CFPB—which
was designed as a watchdog to keep
credit card issuers, mortgage lenders,
and student 1loan marketers from
cheating people.

Now, there was a lot of negotiation
over the structure of this new agency.
Hearing after hearing, markup after
markup, floor vote after floor vote. But
now the same big bank lobbyists are
fighting the same fight and using the
same tired old talking points about the
consumer agency they were using years
ago. You know, you really have to won-
der just how much money they are
making fighting this fight over and
over. But now let’s go ahead one more
time and talk about the facts.

Congress built in many features to
the consumer agency so that it would
have strong oversight. Let me share
just a few examples.

The CFPB is the only agency in gov-
ernment that is subject to a veto from
other agencies over its rules—the only
one. The CFPB is the only banking reg-
ulator that is subject to a statutory
cap on its funding—the only one. The
CFPB Director is legally obligated to
produce regular reports to Congress, to
testify before Congress regularly, and
to comply with audits. The CFPB also
has now testified more than 30 times
before Congress—30 times. In addition,
the CFPB is subject to all the regular
constraints in our system of govern-
ment that constrain every agency—the
Administrative Procedures Act, judi-
cial review, and so on. And, of course,
there is the ultimate oversight: Con-
gress can overrule any CFPB regula-
tion.

Since the agency became law in 2010,
there have been two major develop-
ments. The first is that Director
Cordray has done an excellent job. He
has won praise from consumer and in-
dustry groups and from Republicans
and Democrats for his balanced rule-
making and his measured approach.
Small institutions such as community
banks and credit unions—the ones that
didn’t cause this crisis—think he has
been fair and effective. Other institu-
tions that want a fair marketplace,
those that don’t want to make a profit
by cheating their customers, like Rich
too.

The agency is working. It has already
forced credit card companies to refund
nearly $¥% billion they tricked con-
sumers out of, and the complaint cen-
ter is giving tens of thousands of peo-
ple a chance to fight back when they
are cheated. The agency has helped out
military families, seniors, and stu-
dents. It has helped a lot of people.

The agency has become the watchdog
so many of us fought for, and Rich has
surpassed even the high expectations I
had for him 2 years ago when I stood
next to him in the Rose Garden as the
President nominated him for the first
time to the CFPB.
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There has been a second development
since.

The need for certainty has been in-
tensified. It has been nearly 5 years
since the crisis and 3 years since the
passage of Dodd-Frank. The banks need
to know for sure who is in charge and
what rules apply. They need to know
that everyone will be playing by the
same rules and exactly what those
rules will be.

Here is an example. Both lenders and
consumer groups have praised the
CFPB’s new mortgage rules. Now it is
time for everyone to know that these
rules—not the unpopular default rule
in Dodd-Frank that the new rules re-
placed—are the law. That helps every-
one.

The American people deserve a gov-
ernment that will hammer out good
rules, that will enforce those rules, and
then will get out of the way so the
markets can work. They do not deserve
endless relitigation of stale political
disputes and the uncertainty caused by
repeated filibusters of qualified and
proven nominees.

I am new to the Senate, but I don’t
understand why this body accepts a
system where this kind of political
stalemate will not end in more govern-
ment or less government but just in
bad government—government that
lacks the consistency, clarity, and pre-
dictability that honest businesses and
hard-working families need to plan for
the future.

I don’t understand why we would let
an honorable public servant such as
Rich Cordray get stuck in this non-
sense. I don’t understand why, when ev-
eryone says Rich is terrific, we can’t
just vote on his appointment.

I know some Republicans and some
lobbyists think if they filibuster Rich’s
appointment they are somehow going
to be able to shut down the agency and
protect the big banks from any mean-
ingful consumer protection rules. They
can use all the slogans they want and
talk about things such as account-
ability, but outside the Halls of this
Congress and the fancy lobbyist offices
around Washington no one wants more
fine print and more tricks and traps.
No one thinks it is OK to cheat regular
people and cut special deals for giant
banks. No one wants to take cops off
the beat so big banks can break the
rules without being held accountable.

So let me be clear to those who think
this filibuster will shut down the work
of the new agency. Let me be crystal
clear. The Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau is the law, and it is here to
stay. Do your dirtiest with obstructing
the confirmation of the new Director,
but the agency will keep on doing what
it does best: fighting for the American
people.

We fought to get this consumer agen-
cy. We fought big banks and their army
of lobbyists. We fought hard and we
won. Now we have a strong and inde-
pendent watchdog to stop the banks
from cheating families. We are not giv-
ing up now.

July 15, 2013

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I have
some comments and statements to
make regarding filibuster reform and
nominees. I ask unanimous consent
that I be allowed to speak for up to 30
minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

NOMINATIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to
take the floor to talk about these crit-
ical nominations the Senate is cur-
rently considering. In all of the talk
about these nominations, about the
politics of recess appointments and ev-
erything, one thing that has been miss-
ing is a real consideration of who these
people are. Let’s bring it down to the
personal. Who are these people? What
have they done? What can they do to
serve our country?

We seem to have forgotten, in all this
chaff that is out there and all the argu-
ments going on, what we are supposed
to be doing to fulfill our constitutional
responsibility to advise and consent to
Presidential nominations. As I under-
stand it, we are supposed to look at the
qualifications of the candidates, deter-
mine if they are fit to serve, and be-
yond that, that is it. The answer with
all of the nominees before us is an un-
qualified yes. They are qualified, they
are fit to serve, and the President
should be allowed to put together his
team. That should be the end of our
task. We should confirm them all
today—or tomorrow, I guess, when
they come up—and move on to the
many other important issues facing
this body.

I am going to talk in a little bit
about the whole filibuster issue itself,
but first I would like to talk a little bit
about one of the first of the nominees
who is up, and that is the President’s
choice to be our Secretary of Labor,
Tom Perez. Without question, Tom
Perez has the knowledge and experi-
ence needed to guide the Department of
Labor—one of our key Cabinet posts.

Through his professional experiences,
especially his work as secretary of the
Maryland Department of Labor, Li-
censing and Regulation—yes, he was
basically the secretary of labor for the
State of Maryland, and he developed a
very strong policy expertise about the
many issues that confront American
workers and businesses. He spear-
headed major initiatives on potentially
controversial issues, such as unemploy-
ment insurance reform and worker
misclassification, while finding com-
mon ground between workers and em-
ployers to build sensible, commonsense
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solutions. It won him the support of
the business community and worker
advocates alike.

To quote from the endorsement let-
ter of the Maryland Chamber of Com-
merce:

Mr. Perez proved himself to be a pragmatic
public official who was willing to bring dif-
fering voices together. The Maryland Cham-
ber had the opportunity to work with Mr.
Perez on an array of issues of importance to
employers in Maryland, from unemployment
and workforce development to the housing
and foreclosure crisis. Despite differences of
opinion, Mr. Perez was always willing to
allow all parties to be heard and we found
him to be fair and collaborative. I believe
that our experiences with him here in Mary-
land bode well for the nation.

That is from the Maryland Chamber
of Commerce.

Tom Perez has dedicated his profes-
sional life to making sure that every
American has a fair opportunity to
pursue the American dream. Most re-
cently, as the Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for Civil Rights at the Department
of Justice, he has been a voice for the
most vulnerable, and he has reinvigo-
rated the enforcement of some of our
most critical civil rights laws. He has
helped more Americans achieve the
dream of home ownership through his
unprecedented efforts to prevent resi-
dential lending discrimination. He has
stepped up the Department of Justice
efforts to protect the employment
rights of service members so that our
men and women in uniform can return
to their jobs and support their families
after serving their country.

As the Senate author of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, I am par-
ticularly pleased with Mr. Perez’s long
history of leadership on disability
rights issues. While at the Department
of Justice, he helped ensure that people
with disabilities have the choice to live
in their own homes and communities
rather than only in institutional set-
tings and to receive the support and
services to make this independent liv-
ing possible.

Like any leader whose career has in-
volved passionate and visionary work
for justice, Tom Perez’s career has
been one of making difficult decisions
and management challenges. He has
been the target of a lot of accusations
and mudslinging and misperceptions.
But we have looked—I have looked
carefully into his background and
record of service, and I can assure my
colleagues that Tom Perez has the
strongest possible record of profes-
sional integrity. Any allegations to the
contrary are totally unfounded.

Again, Mr. Perez appeared before our
committee. He was willing to answer
any and all questions. To those who
were at the committee, those who sub-
mitted letters—he has answered more
than 200 written questions. He made
himself available to any Senator who
wanted to meet with him. He has been
most accommodating, and I can say
that the administration has provided
all the access people have wanted to
his personal e-mails. In fact, this ad-
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ministration, I can say from my experi-
ence in the last 29 years, has gone fur-
ther in providing access to even the
personal materials of Tom Perez than
any President has ever done before,
any administration has ever done be-
fore.

Again, he has been thoroughly vet-
ted. He has the character, integrity,
and expertise to lead this Cabinet, and
the Senate should vote on it. When I
say the Senate should vote on it, we
should vote on it with a majority vote,
but, no, Mr. Perez has been filibustered
and held up to a 60-vote threshold. We
know Mr. Perez has well over 50 votes—
the majority—but because my friends
on the Republican side are
stonewalling this, he may not have 60
votes. But why should it take 60 votes,
I ask? Why shouldn’t it be a majority
vote, up or down?

The same is true for our nominees to
the National Labor Relations Board.
Again, these are three exceptionally
well qualified candidates.

Mark Pearce has been a board mem-
ber since 2010 and Chairman since 2011.
He was previously a union-side attor-
ney in private practice. Before that he
was a career attorney at the National
Labor Relations Board. Richard Grif-
fin, Jr., is former general counsel of
the Operating Engineers Union and,
again, a former career attorney at the
NLRB. Sharon Block served as Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Congressional
Affairs at the U.S. Department of
Labor and before that was staff on our
HELP Committee. She was the senior
counsel for Chairman Kennedy when
Senator Kennedy was chairman of our
committee, and she is a 10-year veteran
of the NLRB.

Again, I have yet to hear one Senator
question their qualifications. Indeed,
even the ranking member on the HELP
Committee conceded at the hearing
that these candidates are exceptionally
well qualified and that he admired
their qualifications and their distin-
guished backgrounds.

They have been thoroughly vetted.
They met with any Senator who asked.
They have each answered more than
100 written questions. They have come
before our committee in a public hear-
ing, which is not typical for all NLRB
nominees. They produced every docu-
ment requested and answered every
question they have been asked.

Again, if we concede that they are all
exceptionally well qualified and well
vetted, why can’t we vote for them
with an up-or-down majority vote?
Some time ago my friend Senator GRA-
HAM when speaking about the Senate’s
role and the nomination process said:

Our job, as I see it, is not to say what we
would do if we were President. Our job, as
the Constitution lays out for us, is to advise
and consent by a majority vote to make sure
the President . . . is not sending over their
brother-in-law or sister-in-law or unqualified
people.

So no one on this list is anyone’s
brother-in-law or sister-in-law, and ev-
eryone is exceptionally well qualified.
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Again, if we are doing our constitu-
tional duty, we would confirm all of
these nominees tomorrow and move on
to our legislative work.

Why aren’t we doing that? Because
my friends on the Republican side are
hijacking these nominations and this
nomination process to try to make
changes to laws they know they could
not change through regular order.
Many times a single Senator or a hand-
ful of Senators might hold up a nomi-
nee not because the nominee is not
qualified but because they want some
changes made someplace else that they
don’t feel they can get through the reg-
ular order of business in the Congress.

For example, my friends on the Re-
publican side don’t like the National
Labor Relations Board. So what do
they do? They can’t repeal it, so they
make it inoperable. They make it inop-
erable by not letting us confirm nomi-
nees. In fact, one of my Republican col-
leagues announced his intention to fili-
buster the NLRB nominees 6 days be-
fore their nominations were an-
nounced.

In fact, he went on to say that an in-
operable NLRB would be good for the
country. If that is the way they feel,
offer amendments to defund it, do away
with it, and repeal the law. But to hold
up qualified nominees from carrying
out the law—the National Labor Rela-
tions Act is the law of the land. The
National Labor Relations Board is con-
stituted under that law to carry out its
functions. So to hold up qualified
nominees because they want to change
the law, again, is to try to get some-
thing done that they couldn’t other-
wise do through the regular order.

This level of obstructionism is un-
precedented in the nomination process.
Repealing laws by fiat is not and was
never intended to be a part of the Sen-
ate’s advise and consent function. A
Senator’s dislike for a particular law
or a particular agency certainly was
not intended to prevent qualified and
dedicated people from answering the
President’s call to serve their country.

Again, it is not only the nominees
but the American people suffer from
these unprecedented abuses of the proc-
ess. The laws that these boards and
agencies and departments enforce are
important laws designed to protect
people. When the system breaks down—
or in this case, intentionally under-
mined—real people are hurt.

Let’s take the example of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board. They
have to have a quorum of three mem-
bers to act. If there are fewer than
three members at any time, the Board
cannot issue decisions and must essen-
tially shut down. The Board currently
has three members, but Chairman
Pearce’s term expires in August—next
month. At that point the National
Labor Relations Board would be unable
to function unless we confirm addi-
tional members.

Keeping the Board open is vital to
employees, employers, and our econ-
omy. Without the Board workers can-
not seek justice if they are discharged
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or discriminated against for, say, talk-
ing with colleagues to improve their
working conditions or for joining or as-
sisting a labor union or for organizing
a labor union. The only avenue avail-
able to these employees to file a griev-
ance and have their grievance heard
and adjudicated is to file a charge with
the National Labor Relations Board.
Without it, they have no options at all.

If the NLRB, the National Labor Re-
lations Board, cannot function, work-
ers effectively don’t have no rights.
Yet my Republican colleagues said an
inoperable NLRB would be good for the
country. Imagine leaving workers
without any forum or recourse to have
their grievances heard.

I could also say the same is true for
the Consumer Financial Protection
Board. As we know it was created as
part of the Dodd-Frank Act with a sim-
ple idea in mind: Consumers deserve to
have a watchdog looking out for their
best interests when using financial
products and services from mortgages
to credit cards, to student loans, to
payday loans. Without the creation of
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, consumers don’t have that cop on
the beat looking out for their well-
being.

Mr. Cordray, who has been chosen by
the President to head this agency, has
carried out his mission admirably. If
Republicans have their way, he will
never be confirmed. Not only will they
lose his leadership but the ability to
adequately oversee these financial
services and financial products in order
to protect the American consumer.

By refusing to confirm Mr. Cordray—
and if T am not mistaken, I believe his
nomination has been pending for over
500 days. His nomination has been held
up for 500-some days. By refusing to
confirm him, the Republicans are using
this nomination process to thwart the
intent of the Dodd-Frank law, and that
brings us to the crux of what is going
on around here. It has been in the press
so much lately. We are going to have
an unprecedented caucus of the Demo-
cratic Senators and Republican Sen-
ators out here in the old Senate Cham-
ber at 6 p.m. tonight to air these griev-
ances.

As we know, last Thursday the ma-
jority leader laid down a number of
these nominees and filed cloture on
them. We will bring them up tomorrow.
If the Republicans continue to fili-
buster, the majority leader has made
clear his intention to change the rules
of the Senate by using 51 votes to pro-
vide that nominations for executive
branch positions are not subject to the
filibuster rule.

So what we are talking about is the
nullification of laws which are already
on the books through the abuse of the
Senate’s power to advise and consent
to nominations—nullification. Read
your history books about nullification.
It is one of the issues we fought the
Civil War over: Could States nullify, on
their own, Federal laws?

What we are seeing are the Repub-
licans saying we can nullify the es-
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sence of laws or what boards are sup-
posed to do by abusing the advise and
consent clause of the Constitution. It
is appalling and something has to
change.

I first took to the floor on this issue
in 1995. This is the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD, and it is dated January 4, 1995.
It was an interesting time. The Demo-
crats had lost control of the Senate
and the Republicans were in charge. I—
along with Senator Lieberman, Sen-
ator Pell, and Senator Robb, from the
great State of Virginia—proposed a
change in the rules that wouldn’t end
the filibuster but would keep the fili-
buster as it was kind of intended, a
method whereby the minority could en-
sure that they could amend or offer
amendments on legislation.

The right of the minority should be
the ability to offer—not to have them
adopted—thoroughly debate and vote
on amendments. Secondly, to make
sure the filibuster could be used to
slow things down but not to be used to
stop something. That is why I proposed
on January 4, 1995, I said: It is getting
worse. I also said: I believe in the long
run it will harm the Senate and our
Nation if this pattern continues. I went
on to talk about the rising tide of the
filibusters. I said: Clearly, this is a
process that is out of control. We need
to change the rules. We need to change
the rules, however, without harming
the longstanding Senate tradition of
extended debate and deliberation and
slowing things down.

When I laid down the proposed rule, I
went on to discuss about how dysfunc-
tional this place was becoming. If you
thought it was bad in 1995, you should
see what it is like now. Never in my
wildest dreams did I think in 1995 that
18 years later the Senate would come
to this point where we simply can’t do
anything unless we have 60 votes.

We now have a system whereby 41
Senators decide what we do. Essen-
tially, that is what they do, and
through the use of the filibuster, a
handful of Senators can truly thwart
the will of the Senate.

There has been a lot said about dif-
ferent nominees and what is going on
here. There has been this accusation
and that accusation. We have to cut
through all that fog and all that haze.
I referred to it in 1995 as sort of like
the fog of war. It is sort of like the fog
of war; we have to cut through it.

There is only one question we and
the American public need to ask our-
selves: Should a person selected by the
President, any President, Democratic
or Republican President, to be a part of
his or her team—after being thor-
oughly vetted, after having a thorough
committee hearing, and after making
sure there is nothing terribly wrong
with this person and they meet the
qualifications—have an up-or-down
vote by the Senate with a majority
vote or is it going to require 60 votes?

Again, the Constitution of the United
States very clearly points out that
there are only five times when the Sen-
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ate needs a supermajority to act, such
as impeaching the President, expelling
a Member, adopting a treaty, joining a
treaty, approving a treaty, and things
such as that. For all other things, the
Constitution envisions a simple major-
ity vote. That is the real question.
There is no other real question before
us.

Before I yield the floor, I just wish to
address an issue that has come up re-
garding the National Labor Relations
Board nominees. I wish to set the
RECORD straight. I have taken the time
to put this in the RECORD. There have
been accusations made on the Senate
floor—I shouldn’t say accusations.
There have been comments made that
two of these Board members are serv-
ing illegally and were illegally put on
the board by President Obama. I am
talking about Sharon Block and Rich-
ard Griffin.

Let’s look at a little history. They
were appointed by the President in
January of 2012 as a recess appoint-
ment because the Republicans had al-
ready announced they would not let us
have an up or down vote on them.
Since we needed a National Labor Re-
lations Board to function, the Presi-
dent gave these two people a recess ap-
pointment in January of 2012. They
have been serving since that time.

They were taken to court to decide if
the President had the authority to ap-
point them as recess appointees. The
DC Circuit Court issued an opinion.
The reasoning they used was contrary
to any other court reasoning in the
past about recess appointments. The
DC Circuit said, No, the President
could not make those appointments
and, furthermore, the President can
only make a recess appointment during
the intervening times from one Con-
gress to another for vacancies that
arise between sessions. No other court
has ever held that. There was another
court that agreed the President
couldn’t make these recess appoint-
ments, but it didn’t go quite that far; it
just said that the appointment had to
be made between sessions. Other
courts, including the Second, Ninth,
and Eleventh Circuit Courts, have all
decided these things differently in the
past.

What we have here is a decision by
one court—the DC Circuit—taking a
position that has never been taken be-
fore by any court. We have another
court—the Third Circuit—that also
narrowly defined the President’s
power. Then we have other -circuit
courts that have defined the Presi-
dent’s power more broadly.

So what happens now? This case goes
to the Supreme Court and the Supreme
Court will decide this during the 2013-
2014 term.

Sharon Block and Richard Griffin are
on the NLRB. They took an oath of of-
fice to carry out their responsibilities.
Some of my Republican friends are say-
ing they should resign; they should get
off the board because they are serving
illegally. They are not serving illegally
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until the Supreme Court has made a
final decision. I have said before, the
contention of some of my friends on
the Republican side is like Alice in
Wonderland: First the verdict, and
then we have the trial. I don’t know
what the Supreme Court will decide.
We don’t know. We have had prece-
dents in the past. There is a long-
standing NLRB precedent when the
agency faces a split in circuit court
opinions. When the DC Circuit Court
ruled in Laurel Baye v. NLRB that the
NLRB needed three members to have a
lawful quorum to act—again, this was
contrary to the decision of other cir-
cuits—the two-member board, con-
sisting of Republican Peter Schaumber
and Democrat Wilma Liebman, contin-
ued to issue decisions until the legal
issue was finally resolved in the Su-
preme Court. The Supreme Court said,
No, they need more than two. They
have to have at least three people to
make decisions.

The two-member board, during that
interim time, issued decisions in hun-
dreds of cases after the DC Circuit’s ad-
verse ruling, yet not one Republican
Senator called on either member to re-
sign. So what happened? After the Su-
preme Court issued its decision and the
board now had more than three mem-
bers, they went back and looked at
these decisions, and if there were still
open contentions they reviewed them
and they issued another decision.

Some of the decisions were accepted
by both sides and people moved on.
Those that weren’t were redecided by
the board, including the two people
who had served on that board during
that interim period of time.

Again, we have a recent precedent—
and this was just within the last 5
years, if I am not mistaken. So we have
a recent precedent that demonstrates
that both Block and Griffin are acting
appropriately by remaining in place
and that the NLRB is acting appro-
priately by continuing to issue deci-
sions pending the resolution of this
issue by the Supreme Court. They can-
not and they should not resign because
they took an oath of office to fulfill
their duties, and they must fulfill that
oath. After President Obama made
these appointments, each new board
member took an oath of office prom-
ising to fulfill their duties as a member
of the NLRB.

I wanted to clear that up. They are
not illegal. We await the Supreme
Court’s decision. I have no idea how
they are going to decide because there
has been a split of the circuits. As I
have shown, this issue has come up be-
fore where we had a case split in cir-
cuits. Two board members continued to
issue decisions. No one here asked
them to resign, and this was in the last
5 years. No one asked them to resign.
But now, for some reason, my friends
on the Republican side want to deny
the President his choice of people to
serve on the NLRB. Two of those peo-
ple, Ms. Block and Mr. Griffin—let’s
say the Supreme Court says the Presi-
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dent couldn’t appoint people during
that recess. Well, OK. We are not talk-
ing about that now; we are talking
about an appointment that is going to
take place right now, and he should be
allowed to have who he wants, as long
as they are thoroughly vetted and
qualified.

As I said, no one has questioned their
qualifications. The President should
have the right to have his NLRB board
put in place now, and the question of
whether the decisions made in the last
year and 5 or 6 months—those deci-
sions, just as the ones before in the
case of the two member Board—went
back and were revisited and the court
issued its decisions. The same thing
can happen here. So we shouldn’t let
anyone tell us these nominees are ille-
gal. That is absolutely not true. People
may think it is true, but it is not true.

I keep hearing: Well, now there are
overtures from the Republican side to
make some deals—to make a deal on
not having the vote tomorrow on doing
away with the filibuster rule on nomi-
nations. Oh, I have heard all kinds of
things floating around: This deal here,
that deal there, and we have a little
deal here. Since I took the floor in 1995
as a Member of the minority, I might
add, to propose a change in the fili-
buster rules, this issue has come up
several times. It has come up several
times since 1995. Every time there is al-
ways a deal. There is always some lit-
tle deal made so we don’t fix what is
wrong with the Senate. We sort of
paper it over and move on. I hope that
doesn’t happen again. Every time a
deal was made and it was papered over,
things got worse—every single time
they got worse. They might have been
OK for a little bit, but then we go right
back to our old ways again. The old
ways won’t work any longer around
here. They just won’t work.

I hope the only deal that is struck is
the Republicans agree—we all agree—
that any President should have his or
her right to put their team in place by
a majority vote of the advise and con-
sent of the Senate. They first should be
thoroughly vetted with committee
hearings and answering questions, but
they are entitled to an up-or-down
vote, with a majority vote in the Sen-
ate. That is the only deal that will get
us out of this trap in which we find
ourselves. I think it is the only thing
that will reassure the American people
that, once again, the Senate is going to
function; it is going to do its job; it is
not going to be thwarted by a handful
of people—one or two or three or four
people—and that we can actually move
this country forward and let this Presi-
dent and the next President, who may
be a Republican, have his team. I said
that in 1995 when I was in the minority,
I have said it in the majority, I have
said it in the minority, and I say it
once again as a Member of the major-
ity.

I hope tomorrow we finally put an
end to this nonsense of the filibuster
on nominations, at a bare minimum. I
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would like to see the filibuster changed
even more than that, but at a min-
imum get rid of the filibuster on nomi-
nations to the executive branch.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Arizona.

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I speak
today recognizing that I have only
been a Member of this body for about 6
months and a couple of days. I am
hardly an expert on Senate rules, pro-
cedures, or precedent. But this much I
do know: The rule change being consid-
ered this week is more far-reaching and
more significant than has been adver-
tised.

This rule change was described this
afternoon by the majority leader as a
“minor change, no big deal.” It is a big
deal. It has the potential to change
this institution in ways that are both
hazardous and unforeseen.

We will discuss these changes later
today in the Old Senate Chamber. I
think it is appropriate we should meet
there. The Old Senate Chamber hasn’t
been used for official Senate business
in over 150 years. It gives some perspec-
tive to the gravity of what is being
considered.

The majority leader noted today that
Senate rules have been changed 18
times in the past 36 years by a simple
majority vote. There needs to be a
qualifier here—a very big qualifier.
This rule change will allow, for the
first time in Senate history, majority-
imposed cloture. That is not minor;
that is a big deal.

It is said by the advocates that it
will only affect the President’s execu-
tive branch nominees. That may be
true initially, but once a simple major-
ity has been used to impose cloture for
executive branch nominees, why can’t
it be used for judicial nominees who
have a lifetime tenure? Why not use it
for everyday legislation? But even in
the unlikely event this rule change re-
mains confined to the President’s exec-
utive branch nominees, it would not be
a minor change or one that can be de-
scribed as ‘‘no big deal.”

Let me give one example, and I hope
it gives some of my colleagues pause as
they consider this rule change.

Currently under consideration by
this body is the President’s nominee to
head the Environmental Protection
Agency. This agency has broad reach
across the country. Its regulatory au-
thority extends to power generation
and air quality. A heavyhanded ap-
proach on these issues in particular has
a potential to put a stranglehold on Ar-
izona’s economy. With only 15 percent
of Arizona’s land privately owned,
EPA’s influence is magnified by a con-
siderable footprint the Federal Govern-
ment already has in the State. So the
President’s choice to head the EPA is
an important choice and the Senate’s
advise-and-consent role is vital.

After reading some of the media re-
porting on the President’s pick for this
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position, I initially had some heart-
burn. However, after meeting in my of-
fice with the President’s nominee, dis-
cussing some of the issues unique to
Arizona, and receiving assurances that
we could, where appropriate, work col-
laboratively on these issues, I felt com-
fortable with the President’s choice.
On the whole this has been my experi-
ence with the President’s nominees. If
this rule we are to consider were in
place, would I have received a visit
from the President’s nominee? No. I
served in the House of Representatives
for 12 years. Not once did I receive a
visit from the President’s nominees
during the nomination process. Why is
that? It is not because they didn’t like
me, and it wasn’t because I served in
the other body or they have some aver-
sion to the other Chamber. No. It is be-
cause the House has no role in advice
and consent. This is precisely the posi-
tion that nearly half of the Senate will
be in in perpetuity with regard to exec-
utive branch nominees by the end of
this week if this change occurs. Let me
repeat that. Senators will be in the
same position that House Members are
in if you happen to be in the minority
here with regard to executive branch
nominees.

The House has no role in advice and
consent. If a bare majority could be
used to invoke cloture on an executive
branch nominee, there is no reason for
them to come see you in your office, to
talk about what they are doing, to talk
about what their philosophy is. Like I
say, in most cases you feel comfortable
after that, and after assurances that
you can work collaboratively on the
issues, then you move on and vote for
the nominee, in most cases. But that
will not happen if this rule change oc-
curs.

In my maiden Senate speech just a
few months ago, I said the following:
The Senate is a body governed largely
by consensus. The party holding the
gavel is on a short leash. Bringing even
the most noncontroversial resolutions
to the Senate floor requires the agree-
ment or at least the acquiescence of
the minority. Over the past decade
both parties wielding the gavel have
chafed under this arrangement. Both
parties have at times considered chang-
ing the rules. Both parties have wisely
reconsidered. The House has rules ap-
propriate for the House. The rules of
the Senate, however frustrating to the
party that happens to be wielding the
gavel, are appropriate for the Senate.

It is my sincere hope that this body
can realize its potential and that what-
ever behavioral changes need to be
made are made within the longstanding
rules of the Senate, rules that have
served this institution and the country
very well for more than 200 years.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
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that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
HIRONO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam
President, today we are here debating
the issue of rules. I have listened to
this debate about the Senate rules, and
the word ‘‘broken’ gets tossed around
a lot—broken agreements, breaking the
rules to change the rules. Those are the
sideline comments and they miss the
real point, because what is broken is
the Senate itself.

I have said for a long time the Senate
is a graveyard for good ideas, and the
shovel is unprecedented abuse of fili-
busters, of delay and obstruction. It all
adds up to one thing: broken.

We called for changes in the Senate
rules at the beginning of this Congress.
We should have put in place a talking
filibuster and other changes, but we
didn’t. So we have this tyranny of the
minority, where the minority gov-
erns—just the situation our Founding
Fathers feared.

Too often the Senate is still a grave-
yvard for good ideas, and the bodies
keep piling up, especially with execu-
tive branch nominees.

In January, the two leaders agreed
to—

. work together to schedule votes on
nominees in a timely manner by unanimous
consent, except in extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

The minority leader said,

On the subject of nominations, Senate Re-
publicans will continue to work with the ma-
jority to process nominations, consistent
with the norms and traditions of the Senate.

That was the agreement, and it has
not been kept. The only extraordinary
circumstance has been continual ob-
struction, and it all began very early
on.

For openers, we saw the filibuster of
Chuck Hagel’s nomination—the first
time a Secretary of Defense was fili-
bustered. But this is part and parcel for
President Obama’s Cabinet secretaries.

By way of comparison, looking at
other Presidents, not one of President
Carter’s Cabinet nominees was filibus-
tered; President George H.W. Bush,
zero; President Reagan, one; President
George W. Bush, one; President Obama,
four and still counting.

I am old enough to remember the era
when my father was Secretary of Inte-
rior in the Kennedy and Johnson ad-
ministrations. When I joined the Sen-
ate, I told my dad when I went home
one weekend, We can’t get executive
nominees in place. The President and
Cabinet secretaries don’t have their
teams in place. He said, Tom, I had vir-
tually my whole team in place in the
first 2 weeks. Imagine that. Imagine if
the whole team for the Department of
the Interior—or any other Department,
for that matter—was confirmed in the
first 2 weeks. Agencies could function,
our government could do its work.

Instead, the President’s nominations
are ambushed by filibusters. Confirma-
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tion now almost always requires 60
votes, contrary to the historical prac-
tice of the Senate and, more impor-
tantly, contrary to the explicit simple
majority requirement in the Constitu-
tion. These are not the traditions and
norms the Republicans committed to.
It is anything but. Still, that is what
we have seen, one nominee after an-
other blocked and key leadership posts
left unfilled.

Americans thought they spoke with a
clear voice last November. No doubt
they now wonder. And why wouldn’t
they? The will of the majority is
drowned out by a small minority. Peo-
ple in my home State of New Mexico
want to know—Americans want to
know—who is minding the store? The
answer, in too many cases, is no one.
We still don’t have a Secretary of
Labor. The National Labor Relations
Board is an empty shell. The Senate
has failed to confirm a full five-mem-
ber board and general counsel. Two of
these nominees are Republicans. Even
they couldn’t get through. This has
real impact for 80 million Americans
who rely on workplace protections, for
the rights of workers, and the integrity
of the collective bargaining process.

Some believe it is a good thing that
we toss out the enforcement of labor
law in this country. I don’t share that
view. But it isn’t just workers who are
left hanging. Leadership positions at
other vital agencies remain unfilled:
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, the Federal Elec-
tion Commission. These are important
jobs—important work—for the Amer-
ican people, affecting the environment,
consumers, health care, and even our
elections.

Earlier this year we debated gun
safety legislation. Republicans argued
that we don’t need new laws, we just
need to enforce the existing laws. Un-
fortunately, the agency responsible for
enforcing many of those laws—the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms,
and Explosives—has not had a Senate-
confirmed Director in 7 years. Why?
Because Republicans do not want the
ATF to function.

Many of these highly qualified Amer-
icans get tired of having their lives put
on hold because of partisan obstruc-
tion. Rather than continue to languish
in a dysfunctional system, they with-
draw from consideration.

One such example was Dawn John-
son, nominated to head the Justice De-
partment’s Office of Legal Counsel.
Johnson was a respected law professor
and former top assistant in the Office
of Legal Counsel in the Clinton admin-
istration. But Republicans blocked her
nomination. In 2010, after her nomina-
tion was stalled in the Senate over a
year, she withdrew.

Another example is Peter Diamond.
In 2011, he withdrew as President
Obama’s nominee to the Federal Re-
serve Board. Diamond’s nomination
was blocked because a small minority
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of Senators questioned whether he was
qualified. I tend to believe he was, as
he won the Nobel Prize in economics
the year before.

It makes you wonder why anyone
would subject themselves to a Senate
confirmation, people who want to serve
their country, often at a significant
pay cut from their private sector ca-
reers, who know they will be subjected
to a partisan fight that may have noth-
ing to do with their qualifications. So
months and years go by, work is left
undone, with no one at the helm of
major government agencies.

That is why the Senate is in crisis.
That is why we are here today. The
American people deserve better. We
need a government that does its job.
That is not possible without leader-
ship. Congress’s approval ratings re-
main in the cellar. Why? Because of a
failure to get things done, even things
as basic as allowing the President to
select his own team. Find 60 votes or
find someone else or leave the position
empty—this is the status quo, and it
must change.

It is time for us to act. It is time to
restore the confirmation process—re-
store it to how it has worked for over
200 years. Doing so is not breaking the
rules to change the rules. They have
been changed before and it is often
done by a simple majority—when the
minority is abusing Senate procedure.
As Senator MERKLEY pointed out last
week, it has been done at least 18 times
since 1977.

Contrary to the Republicans’ dire
warnings, making these changes has
never led to the death of the Senate. In
fact, the Republicans themselves made
a strong argument for such changes
back in 2005. They were up in arms.
Why? Because 10 judicial nominations
had been blocked. That number seems
quaint now, but it was enough for the
Republicans, and they were very clear
about it. That is what the Republican
Policy Committee said in 2005:

This breakdown in Senate norms is pro-
found. There is now a risk that the Senate is
creating a new, 60-vote confirmation stand-
ard. The Constitution plainly requires no
more than a majority vote to confirm any
executive nomination, but some Senators
have shown that they are determined to
override this constitutional standard. . . .
Exercising the constitutional option in re-
sponse to judicial nomination filibusters
would restore the Senate to its longstanding
norms and practices governing judicial
nominations, and guarantee that a minority
does not transform the fundamental nature
of the Senate’s advice and consent responsi-
bility. This approach, therefore, would be
both reactive and restorative.

‘“Restore the Senate to its long-
standing norms and practices.” It
would be difficult to state the case
more clearly.

This isn’t just about the rules; it is
about the traditions and norms of the
Senate and their collapse under the
weight of filibusters. I know the winds
can change, positions can change. Nei-
ther side is 100-percent pure. Both sides
have had their moments of obstruction

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

and, no doubt, their reasons at the
time. But I don’t think the American
people care much about that. They
don’t want a history lesson. They don’t
want a primer on parliamentary proce-
dure. They want a government that
works, that gets things done, period.

I came to the Senate in 2009. My posi-
tion has not changed since then: The
Senate needs to do its job, and it is
missing in action.

When we proposed to change the
rules at the beginning of the Congress,
we were very clear: We called for a
talking filibuster. If you want to hold
up legislation, you should have to
stand here in this Chamber, on the
floor, and make your case. We did not
intend to trample on the legitimate
rights of the minority, and we were
willing to live with these rules, no
matter if we were in the majority or
the minority.

I do not believe the Constitution
gives me the right to block a qualified
nominee no matter who is in the White
House. I say that today, and I will say
it if I am in the minority tomorrow. A
Republican President may have nomi-
nees I disagree with—most likely so.
But the people elect a President, we
only have one President at a time, and
they give him or her the right to select
a team to govern.

If those nominees are qualified, a mi-
nority in the Senate should not be able
to block them—on either side of the
aisle. Oversight, yes; review, yes, but
not block because you don’t like their
policy or their program or the law they
are committed to enforce. This is not
advice and consent, this is obstruction
and delay.

New Mexicans want a government
that works, the American people want
a government that works, and they are
tired of waiting.

Madam President, I yield the floor
and I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING LIEUTENANT GENERAL RICHARD
SEITZ

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, there
is no group of individuals I hold in
higher regard than our Nation’s vet-
erans who have dedicated their lives to
serving our country.

Among our veterans I have special
admiration for the members of the
greatest generation who served during
some of our Nation’s darkest hours and
liberated the world from the forces of
tyranny.

Following the attack on Pearl Har-
bor, more than 16 million Americans
answered the call to serve our country
and more than 400,000 husbands, fa-
thers, brothers, mothers, and daughters
never returned home.

More than 200,000 Kansans served
during the war, including GEN Dwight
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D. Eisenhower, future U.S. Senator Bob
Dole, and my own father.

During the dedication of the World
War II Memorial here in Washington,
Senator Dole described the greatest
generation this way:

On distant fields and fathomless oceans,
the skies over half the planet and in 10,000
communities on the home front, we did far
more than avenge Pearl Harbor. The citizen
soldiers who answered liberty’s call fought
not for territory, but for justice, not for
plunder, but to liberate enslaved peoples
around the world.

Among those citizen soldiers was a
young Kansan named Richard Seitz.
When WWII began, Dick was attending
classes at K-State University, but by
the end of the war he had successfully
led his battalion through some of the
fiercest fighting of the war in the Bat-
tle of the Bulge. Our country lost a
great man, a dedicated soldier and an
American hero when LTG Dick Seitz
recently passed away.

Dick was born in 1918 in Leaven-
worth, KS. At an early age he showed
great interest in serving his country
through the Armed Forces. In high
school he was the cadet commander of
his school’s ROTC unit and received
the American Legion Cup as an out-
standing cadet.

As a young man Dick attended Kan-
sas State University and while a stu-
dent, he accepted a commission as a
Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army.
While spending a year away from K-
State to earn enough money to finish
his degree, Dick was called into active
duty in 1940.

During an infantry course at Ft.
Benning, Dick witnessed the original
parachute test platoon and volunteered
to become a paratrooper. He was part
of the sixth jump school class ever held
by the Army and became one of its
first paratroopers.

Dick rose rapidly through the ranks
until at the age of only 25, as a major,
he was given command of the 2nd Bat-
talion of the 517th Parachute Infantry
Regimental Combat Team.

Showing great potential at a young
age, Dick was soon promoted to Lieu-
tenant Colonel. As the Army’s young-
est battalion commander, he led his
men throughout many historic combat
operations in Europe.

During the Battle of the Bulge,
Dick’s battalion and a Regiment of the
Tth Armored Division formed what be-
came known as Task Force Seitz. Their
mission was to plug the gaps on the
north slope of the Bulge every time the
Germans tried to make a breakout.
During the battle, some of the blood-
iest fighting in WWII, Dick’s battalion
went from 691 men to 380.

Years later when asked about the
worst day in this life, Dick quickly
identified it as Jan. 3, 1945, during the
Battle of the Bulge, when his unit
came under heavy artillery fire and 21
of his men were killed.

Before shipping out to Europe and
while still a student at K-State, Dick
began dating his first wife, the former
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Bettie Merrill. When Dick was called
up for active duty, Bettie continued
her studies at K-State, graduated in
1942 and joined the Red Cross.

In 1945 she was stationed in Holland
when she read that Dick’s battalion
was heavily engaged in the fighting
around St. Vith. Determined to see
him, she drove by herself from Holland
to the front in Belgium and managed
to find his battalion.

She wasn’t allowed to go to the very
front lines where Dick was, but her trip
put them back in touch and 6 months
later they were married in France,
with one Red Cross bridesmaid and
1,800 paratroopers in attendance.

Dick spent the next 33 years by
Bettie’s side before her passing in 1978.
Together they raised one son and three
daughters and traveled the world as
Dick continued to serve his country.

Among his many command posts
were the 2nd Airborne Battle Group,
503rd Infantry Regiment and the 82nd
Airborne Division, which he led into
Detroit and Washington, DC, in 1967 to
quell the riots.

An airborne historian,
Duvall, said Dick was:

. . an airborne pioneer and one of the fel-
lows who set the standards for what the air-
borne was all about. That standard continues
to be the standard the paratrooper follows
today. They have bigger airplanes and more
complex weapons today, but standards were
set by them. We have lost a great soldier in
Dick Seitz.

During his Army career which in-
cluded nearly 37 years of active duty,
Dick received numerous awards. Be-
cause of his great courage and heroism
during WWII, Dick was awarded with
the Silver Star, two Bronze Stars and
the Purple Heart.

Despite his many accomplishments
in the military, one friend said he:

. remained humble and sincere. Often
embarrassed by any fuss made over him. He
was the kind of person you wanted to be. He
was always concerned for others above him-
self.

As a soldier and commander, Dick’s
philosophy was always to take care of
his troops. Throughout his career, he
served as a mentor to many other sol-
diers and leaders in the Army.

Retired Brigadier General and former
senior commander of Ft. Riley, Don
MacWillie said:

LTG Seitz showed to me and the entire 1st
Infantry Division what it is to be a soldier,
a statesman, and a gentleman. Very few men
come along who can live as all three—Dick
Seitz certainly did. I will miss him not only
because of our friendship but because other
soldiers will not have the opportunity to
learn as I did. Our Army, community and na-
tion has lost a treasure.

In 1975, Dick returned to Kansas upon
his military retirement and 3 years
later, his wife Bettie passed away. In
1980, he married Virginia Crane and to-
gether they spent the next 26 years ac-
tively involved in the local community
until her passing in 2006.

Dick was a mentor, a friend, and
someone I greatly respected. He not
only served our country but also his
state and community.

Dr. John
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Dick settled in Junction City fol-
lowing his retirement, but he never
truly retired from serving. He fre-
quently visited Ft. Riley to greet de-
ploying and returning units from Iraq
and Afghanistan—mo matter the hour,
day or night.

He was also involved with the Coro-
nado Council of the Boy Scouts, served
on the Board of the Eisenhower Presi-
dential Library, and was named an out-
standing citizen of Kansas.

Most recently, the General Richard
J. Seitz Elementary School at Ft.
Riley was named in his honor in 2012.

Dick was well known to the students
and staff because he regularly visited
the school. During his visits, he would
talk with the students about what it
meant to be a ‘“‘proud and great Amer-
ican.” And his message was always to
“respect the teachers and be a learn-
er.”

His family and friends have described
him as a gentleman, compassionate, re-
spected, full of integrity, gracious and
giving. He was truly a remarkable indi-
vidual.

His daughter Patricia said this about
her father:

He was my role model. An individual who
had great wisdom, great sense of humor, al-
ways interested in others, always looking for
ways to help others succeed.

Dick lived each day to its fullest and
his commitment to his fellow man
serves as an inspiration to us all.

In closing, I'd like to share with you
what Sen. Dole once said about his
comrades in arms:

We were just ordinary Americans who were
called on to meet the greatest of challenges.
. . . No one knows better than the soldier the
futility of war, in many respects the ulti-
mate failure of mankind. Yet there are prin-
ciples worth fighting for, and evils worth
fighting against. The defense of those prin-
ciples summons the greatest qualities of
which human beings are capable: courage be-
yond measure, loyalty beyond words, sac-
rifice and ingenuity and endurance beyond
lmagining.

I would say that is a fitting descrip-
tion of my friend, LTG Richard Seitz.

I extend my heartfelt sympathies to
his three daughters, Patricia, Cath-
erine and Victoria; and to his son Rick
and the entire Seitz family. I know
they loved him dearly and will miss
him very much.

I ask my colleagues and all Kansans
to remember the Seitz family in your
thoughts and prayers in the days
ahead.

I yield the floor and note the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I rise
this afternoon to talk about one of the
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aspects of the debate that is occurring
and which has taken place over a long
period of time but especially today,
when it comes to Senate rules and
what is happening on nominations and
confirmations.

One major aspect of that debate re-
lates to the National Labor Relations
Act passed in the 1930s. I wish to start
by highlighting one of the findings that
undergirds one of the foundations of
that act.

In the mid-1930s, because of labor
strife and because of the conflicts be-
tween management and labor, people in
both parties came together and said we
had to put in place legislation to deal
with that or we couldn’t have the kind
of growing economy we would hope to
have. One of the findings—it is the
third finding in the 1935 act—says as
follows:

Experience has proved that protection by
law of the right of employees to organize and
bargain collectively safeguards commerce—
Safeguards commerce, I repeat those words—
safeguards commerce from the injury, im-
pairment, or interruption, and promotes the
flow of commerce by removing certain recog-
nized sources of industrial strife and unrest,
by encouraging practices fundamental to the
friendly adjustment of industrial disputes
arising out of differences as to wages, hours,
or other working conditions, and by restor-
ing equality of bargaining power between
employers and employees.

So says one of the main findings of
the 1935 act. There is an additional
finding that speaks to it from the em-
ployer’s vantage point—how it is im-
portant to the free flow of commerce to
have disputes settled.

That is where we started in the 1930s.
From that date forward—decades now
of work and practice—we have had
labor-management disputes settled and
determined by use of the procedures in
the National Labor Relations Act. Ob-
viously, fundamental to that was the
National Labor Relations Board—
NLRB, the acronym. But here we are
and we will not have, in just a number
of weeks from now, in August we will
not have a functioning board because
of the conflict in the Senate about this
issue and because of the debate be-
tween intrasession appointments and
intersession—meaning appointments
within a session of the Senate as op-
posed to appointments outside, from
one session to the other. I will speak
about that in a moment, but first I
wanted to highlight one of the real-
world consequences of this.

Sometimes we have debates around
here and they tend to be a little theo-
retical, a little removed from the re-
ality of life. Here is a real-life story
about how these appointments matter.
Marcus Hedger was illegally fired in
2010 from his pressman’s job at an Illi-
nois printing company for his union ac-
tivities. Last September, a unanimous
National Labor Relations Board—two
Democrats, one Republican at that
time—ruled that he should get his job
back with backpay. There aren’t many
disputes settled here that are unani-
mous. That has not happened yet. That
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was in 2010. The NLRB decision in the
Hedger case has been vacated because
of the decision of the court of appeals
regarding, as I mentioned before, these
recess appointments. Hedger has lost
his house in the meantime.

This is what Marcus Hedger said, and
I think we should all listen and act
upon these words:

So, almost three years later, I still don’t
have my job back, even though the NLRB
unanimously ruled I should get my job back.
I am asking the United States Senate to do
what is right for the people who gave you the
power to represent them, and to confirm the
bipartisan package of nominees to the NLRB
so that other workers can have their rights
protected, just like the NLRB tried to pro-
tect my rights.

“My rights’” meaning the rights of
Mr. Hedger. That is what he is telling
us to do—to do our jobs.

I don’t have time today because of
the limitations of time we have, but
there are stories as well that speak to
this from the employer’s side. Listen to
this one headline involving Walmart.
The headline is from earlier this year,
a Reuters headline, dated January 31,
2013: ““Walmart Protestors Will Stop
Picketing After Reaching Deal With
NLRB.”

So we have a board which for decades
has functioned, helping to resolve dis-
putes, sometimes to the betterment or
to the advantage of one side versus the
other, but settling those disputes none-
theless.

There is a lot of attention paid to
what I would call kind of the inside
baseball of this. It is about the dif-
ference between intrasession and inter-
session. But here is the record, despite
what some in Washington have as-
serted. Here is the record going back
over many Presidencies, just to give
four Presidencies by way of example,
and this idea that an appointment can-
not be made during an intrasession—
within the session of the Senate:

President Carter made one
intrasession appointment to the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board. Presi-
dent Reagan made four. President Clin-
ton made two. President George W.
Bush made four intrasession appoint-
ments to the National Labor Relations
Board. Since President Reagan’s first
term—more than a generation ago—in
addition to the members of the NLRB,
hundreds of other recess appointments
have been made intrasession.

So the idea that this is somehow a
new development does not bear the
scrutiny of the record.

I know we are out of time, but I rise
to remind us what this Board has
meant to this country. I read that first
section principally to highlight the
fact that the flow of commerce is men-
tioned twice—the flow of commerce.
This isn’t an act that says this act is to
promote one side versus the other; it is
all about the flow of commerce, the
movement of goods, economic activity,
so we can keep the country moving.
Obviously, in the past, when there was
unprecedented strife, we would have
whole lines of production or whole sec-
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tors of our economy shut down because
we didn’t have a National Labor Rela-
tions Act and because we didn’t have a
National Labor Relations Board.

I end with the words of Marcus Hedg-
er, who has suffered mightily—first, he
is discriminated against; that is ad-
verse to his life and his family. Then,
when a decision is made in 2010, the de-
cision is meaningless so far to him be-
cause he hasn’t been granted the rem-
edy and he lost his house in the mean-
time.

Here is what he said, and I will end
with these words:

Companies shouldn’t be able to get away
with firing someone just because they stood
up for their rights. That’s un-American. We
need a functioning NLRB to protect us and
our rights.

That is what Marcus Hedger said. We
should bear in mind those words. We
should get the job done and get five
people who are before the Senate voted
on and confirmed so we can have that
free flow of commerce and provide a
remedy for people such as Marcus
Hedger.

I yield the floor and note the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

IN MEMORY OF THE MCMANUS AND ANTONAKOS
FAMILIES

Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, I rise
today to honor the memory of nine
South Carolinians lost last week.

The McManus and Antonakos fami-
lies, both of Greenville, were vaca-
tioning together in Alaska when the
small plane they were flying in crashed
on takeoff.

Melet and Kim Antonakos raised
three beautiful children: Olivia, Mills,
and Ana. They were close friends with
Dr. Chris and Stacy McManus and their
wonderful children: Meghan and Con-
nor.

The loss of these two families has left
the Upstate grieving, including the
congregation at Christ Church Epis-
copal, where more than 1,200 people at-
tended a memorial service last Friday.

When you talk to folks in Greenville
about the McManus and Antonakos
families, a few words come up over and
over: faith, character, kindness.

Despite the heartbreak we feel, the
Greenville community can hopefully
take solace that these nine friends—
nine neighbors, nine brothers and sis-
ters in Christ—are now in a better
place.

We remember them not for the tragic
way they died but for the joy and com-
passion with which they lived.

I thank the Chair.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. KING. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

HONORING MAINE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS

Mr. KING. Madam President:

Who is in charge of the clattering train?

The axles creak and the couplings strain,

And the pace is hot and the points are near,

And sleep hath deadened the driver’s ear,

And the signals flash through the night in
vain,

For death is in charge of the clattering
train.

That is a poem from the 1930s that
was quoted by Winston Churchill in his
book ‘“The Gathering Storm.”

I rise today in the wake of a terrible
tragedy, of a clattering train, where
death was in charge—one that left
more than 60 people missing, 20 con-
firmed dead, and has devastated a com-
munity. But despite the magnitude of
this amazing loss, it is also a story of
human heroism at its highest level.

I am referring to a horrific accident
that occurred early last Saturday
morning when a 72-car train carrying
crude oil derailed in Lac-Megantic,
Quebec, near the border of western
Maine. As the train erupted into all-en-
gulfing flames, it came crashing into
the town demolishing everything in its
path. Cars and buildings were instantly
incinerated, pavement on the roads lit-
erally melted away, and sidewalks
crumbled from the intense heat and
pressure. As a result, nearly a full six
city blocks were completely leveled,
forcing almost 2,000 residents to flee
their homes—a third of Lac-Megantic’s
total population.

And while local Canadian firefighters
battled the flames valiantly—and I
mean valiantly—it became clear they
desperately needed support. So after
receiving a call at 4 a.m., 30 firefighters
from Rangeley, Farmington, Phillips,
Strong, New Vineyard, and
Chesterville—all wonderful small
Maine towns—as well as the town of
Eustis, arose from their sleep, rushed
to their engines, and drove 83 miles
nonstop—arriving at 6 a.m.—to help ex-
tinguish this horrendous blaze. It is
worth noting that, except for the chief,
every firefighter who made this jour-
ney and put their life at risk, every
single one that morning, was a volun-
teer—serving and risking their lives of
their own choice and volition.

Upon arrival, their efforts had imme-
diate impact. They quickly realized
there was a desperate need for water,
and because the town lacked a hydrant
system, they swiftly turned their at-
tention to a lake 3,000 feet away and
began to pump water using an extrac-
tion skill that Maine firefighters are
specifically taught and trained to use.
They continued to pump water from
that lake for 21 straight hours.

Let’s put that in perspective for a
moment: For almost the entire next
day those brave men and women, driv-
en by an incredible spirit of persever-
ance and self-sacrifice, worked tire-
lessly to extinguish the blaze and gain
control of the burning train cars.
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Fire Chief Timothy Pellerin of the
Rangeley station said everyone was
hugging and cheering to celebrate their
miraculous success when the fire was
brought under control. It was ‘‘like a
ball team after a win,”” he said. The Ca-
nadians, overwhelmed by the selfless-
ness and courageousness of those vol-
unteer Americans, thanked them for
their steadfast determination to see
the crisis through.

Residents of Liac-Megantic and local
firemen were coming up to one of the
Rangeley firetrucks asking to have
their picture taken with the American
flag attached to the safety bar and
pausing to touch it as a sign of their
respect and gratitude. After returning
home late Sunday afternoon, Chief
Pellerin said he has ‘‘never been more
proud” to be from Maine and from
America and to be a firefighter.

We still do not know the full scope of
the devastation wracked by this grue-
some event. The cleanup and recovery
costs will undoubtedly be astronom-
ical, as well as the traumatic impact
on the community upon which no dol-
lar estimate can be placed. Initial re-
ports indicated that at least up to 1.2
million gallons of crude oil spilled into
the streets, basements of houses, storm
drains, and contaminated that nearby
lake. Currently, over 200 criminal in-
vestigators are sifting through the
charred remains of what might be
North America’s worst railway dis-
aster, and I sincerely hope that
through their efforts we will be able to
better understand the causes of this
horrible tragedy and perhaps, more im-
portantly, how it can be prevented in
the future.

However, my real reason for rising
today is to honor those volunteer fire-
fighters from Maine—true American
heroes who embody the best this coun-
try has to offer. They were called into
action by their unwavering sense of
civic duty, and throughout the night
they overcame tremendous odds, in-
cluding a language barrier and a lack
of resources, to finally help extinguish
the fire early Sunday morning. These
brave Mainers showed true strength of
character—strength of character that
enabled them to overcome fear in pur-
suit of the greater good. It is without a
doubt that their actions saved count-
less lives. We owe these American he-
roes our enduring gratitude.

My thoughts and prayers remain
today with those who are impacted by
this tragic event.

To go back to the words Churchill
quoted so long ago:

Who is in charge of the clattering train?

The axles creak and the couplings strain,

And the pace is hot and the points are near,

And sleep hath deadened the driver’s ear,

And the signals flash through the night in
valn,

For death is in charge of the clattering
train.

Death was in charge of the clattering
train that dark night. The persever-
ance, skill, and courage of those fire-
fighters from Maine and their brave
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Canadian counterparts could not pre-
vent a tragedy but at least contained
and controlled it.

Madam President, this is the best of
America.

I yield the floor.

QUORUM CALL

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll, and the following Senators en-
tered the Chamber and answered to
their names:

Quorum No. 2

Ayotte Enzi Udall, (NM)
Begich Hirono Warner
Cowan Reid

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A

quorum is not present.

The clerk will call the names of ab-
sent Senators.

The assistant legislative clerk re-
sumed the call of the roll, and the fol-
lowing Senators entered the Chamber
and answered to their names:

[Quorum No. 2]

Alexander Crapo Moran
Begich Inhofe Toomey
Cornyn Manchin
The PRESIDING OFFICER. A

quorum is not present.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I move
to instruct the Sergeant at Arms to re-
quest the attendance of absent Sen-
ators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
question is agreeing to the motion.

Mr. REID. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second? There is a sufficient
second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) and the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 69,
nays 28, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 172 Leg.]

The

YEAS—69
Baldwin Flake McCain
Baucus Franken McCaskill
Begich Gillibrand McConnell
Bennet Graham Merkley
Blumenthal Grassley Mikulski
Boxer Hagan Murkowski
Brown Harkin Murphy
Cantwell Hatch Murray
Cardin Heinrich Nelson
Carper Heitkamp Portman
Casey Hirono Pryor
Coats Johanns Reed
Cochran Johnson (SD) Reid
Collins Kaine Rockefeller
Coons King Sanders
Corker Kirk Schatz
Cowan Klobuchar Schumer
Donnelly Landrieu Shelby
Durbin Leahy Stabenow
Feinstein Levin Tester
Fischer Manchin Udall (CO)
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Udall (NM) Warren Wicker
Warner Whitehouse Wyden
NAYS—28

Alexander Crapo Paul
Ayotte Cruz Risch
Barrasso Enzi Roberts
Blunt Heller Scott
Boozman Hoeven Sessions
Burr Inhofe Thune
Chambliss Isakson Toomey
Chiesa Johnson (WI) Vitter
Coburn Lee
Cornyn Moran

NOT VOTING—3
Menendez Rubio Shaheen

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. With the
addition of Senators voting who did
not answer the quorum call a quorum
is now present.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that we now proceed to a period of
morning business, with Senators al-
lowed to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam
President, I rise today to talk about
the balanced budget amendment to the
U.S. Constitution that I recently intro-
duced with several of my colleagues.
These cosponsors include Senators
MANCHIN, BEGICH, MCCASKILL,
HEITKAMP and TESTER.

Debates over the merits of balanced
budget amendments have occurred for
decades, and there is a wide range of
conflicting thought on the topic. Pro-
posing to amend the Constitution is
something I do not take lightly. But
after much thought and consideration,
and having conversations with fellow
Coloradans, I came to the conclusion
that fundamental budgetary reform
like this is necessary to restore Ameri-
cans’ confidence in our government and
ensure long term fiscal health and sta-
bility.

I introduced the same balanced budg-
et amendment in 2011 when there was
still a great deal of uncertainty about
our economy and its recovery. Al-
though there has been economic
progress, it is clear that we have not
yet completely emerged from the
downturn that began in 2008. It there-
fore remains critical that Congress
continue to focus—in a bipartisan fash-
ion on ways to promote job growth and
economic recovery. It is to that end
that I am proposing the idea of a bal-
anced budget amendment to enforce
budgetary discipline.

The proposal I am introducing re-
quires the President to submit a bal-
anced budget each year and ensures
that our Federal Government spends
no more money than it takes in, while
allowing for exceptions in times of
emergency. But most importantly my
proposal takes steps to ensure that
Congress doesn’t make some of the
same budgetary mistakes that got us
into the mess we are in now. For exam-
ple, my amendment prohibits deficit-
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busting tax breaks for Americans who
earn $1 million or more per year unless
the Federal Government is running a
surplus. That is a commonsense ap-
proach that makes sense to Colo-
radans. And importantly, this amend-
ment would shield Social Security in
order to keep Congress from taking
money from the trust fund to mask
budget deficits. It is my hope that this
amendment would prevent the unwise
budgeting we have seen too often over
the last decade while upholding the
principle that we should pay for our
government in a responsible manner,
with waiver authority to be used only
in exceptional circumstances. I think
most Americans can agree to that.
Coloradans certainly do.

As we all know, Congress will again
debate spending and revenue issues
very soon as we approach a new fiscal
year and an imminent need to raise the
debt ceiling if we are to avoid default
on our debt obligations. The total na-
tional debt is projected to reach over
$16.8 trillion at the end of 2013 and over
$17.5 trillion in 2014. Coloradans find
those figures alarming. We are on an
unsustainable path and it is critical
that Congress consider—as one tool—
the type of discipline this balanced
budget amendment would require. I
would not suggest to my colleagues
that this measure will solve all of our
existing problems unilaterally, but it
will help prevent the country from
amassing massive debt in the future.

I know some of my colleagues are
skeptical about any form of balanced
budget amendment out of concern that
it could be used to dismantle critical
programs or force uncomfortable budg-
eting decisions that purportedly pick
winners over losers. However, I truly
believe a balanced approach such as the
one I am introducing today will not re-
quire a slash-and-burn approach to pro-
grams that are the backbone of our na-
tional agenda, help grow our economy,
and benefit hardworking American
families. In fact, I believe the only true
way to preserve the core programs that
support America’s seniors and provide
care for the most disadvantaged mem-
bers of our society, for example, is to
ensure that we have the resources
needed to fund them over the long
term. Without fiscal reform, our social
safety net programs will disappear.
This result worries Coloradans.

The last time I introduced this
amendment, I quoted progressive Sen-
ator PAUL Simon, a Democrat from Il-
linois who championed the concept of a
balanced budget amendment. I am
going to do so again today—because his
words carry such resonance.

In debating the balanced budget
amendment in 1993, Senator Simon
said, “I am here to tell you that the
course we are on, unless it is changed
soon, absolutely threatens all of the
programs that you and I have fought
for and believe in so strongly. The fis-
cal folly that we have followed for
more than a decade has brought us to a
crossroads. We face a basic decision,
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whether through default or through
our actions to choose wisely the course
that will lead us away from the brink.”

Senator Simon continued:

If we do not act, interest payouts will spi-
ral upward until they consume not only So-
cial Security but health care, education,
transportation investments—every other
need on our national agenda. My warning to
you today is that a rising tide of red ink
sinks all boats.

Senator Simon’s caution is even
more timely today, and I have the
same concerns about the budgetary
path we are on. We have a structural
deficit and the only way to fix it is to
fundamentally change the spending
and revenue picture.

I have not given up hope that Con-
gress may find common ground on a
comprehensive plan to cut spending,
reform the tax code, and shore up pro-
grams like Social Security and Medi-
care, which are critical to our Nation’s
middle class. For example, I laud the
efforts of Alan Simpson and Erskine
Bowles and the many other advocates
who are putting real ideas on the table
to reduce deficits and debt. These are
people working across the aisle every
day to find common ground to reduce
our national debt. With that spirit in
mind, last fall I led a majority of mem-
bers of the Colorado delegation both
Democrats and Republicans on a letter
to our respective leaders in the House
and Senate to support a balanced, com-
prehensive debt deal, which includes
spending cuts, new revenue, and re-
sponsible reforms to shore up our enti-
tlement programs.

Because we have got to have the for-
titude to ‘‘go big,” I endorse the gen-
eral approach of the so-called Simpson-
Bowles plan, which reforms all aspects
of the budget. And I know many of my
colleagues support that same frame-
work. Finding agreement on com-
prehensive reform is the best possible
action Congress can take to send a
strong signal to main street businesses,
financial markets and the American
people that we are serious about stabi-
lizing our budget for the long term.
Similarly, this balanced budget amend-
ment would chart a path toward long-
term fiscal health and promote the
kind of confidence and certainty we
need to spur job creation, economic
growth and prosperity for a growing
middle class.

With that said, I am convinced we
will need additional tools that force
long-term fiscal discipline. That is why
throughout the years I have supported
many policies to combat deficits such
as a Presidential line item veto, estab-
lishing a committee to reduce govern-
ment waste and a ban on earmarks.

Today, I ask my colleagues to con-
sider my reasonable proposal for a bal-
anced budget amendment. The proposal
may not be perfect, it may benefit from
my colleagues’ suggestions to improve
it, and it may be just one piece of the
larger fiscal puzzle. But I do hope that
my colleagues will give this proposal
serious consideration as we continue to
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debate the best way to eliminate the
debt and deficit.
TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL J. MORELL

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President,
on behalf of Senator CHAMBLISS and
myself we wish to recognize and pay
tribute to Mr. Michael J. Morell, Dep-
uty Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, CIA, who will leave his current
position on Friday, August 9, 2013, and
retire at the end of September. Mr.
Morell’s career spans over 33 years in
the CIA during which he distinguished
himself as a patriot, leader, and friend
of the Senate.

Michael Morell deserves the grati-
tude of the entire Nation for his three
decades of selfless service at the CIA.

An Ohio native, Mr. Morell received a
B.A. degree in economics from the Uni-
versity of Akron in 1980 and an M.A. in
economics from Georgetown University
in 1984.

Since joining the CIA in 1980, Mi-
chael’s talents lifted him from being an
analyst covering international energy
issues to some of the toughest assign-
ments that the CIA has to offer: Presi-
dential Briefer, Associate Deputy Di-
rector, Director of Intelligence, Deputy
Director, and toughest of all, twice he
was called upon to serve as Acting Di-
rector. In each assignment, Michael
provided exemplary leadership for the
men and women of the Agency and
demonstrated he was someone who
knew how to manage operations, sharp-
en analysis, invest in new technologies,
and assure the smooth functioning of
the entire CIA workforce.

As the President’s Daily Briefer, Mi-
chael was at President Bush’s side on
that horrific day in September 2001. He
was there at President Obama’s side as
Deputy CIA Director when the United
States brought justice to Osama bin
Ladin in May 2011. These are only two
examples out of many where Michael
helped guide the Agency and the Na-
tion through some of the most complex
and challenging times in our recent
history.

As the Acting Director and Deputy
Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, Michael has had frequent
interaction with Senators and staff of
the Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence. His professionalism, mature
judgment, frank and sage advice, and
interpersonal skills earned him the re-
spect and confidence of the committee.
His sound judgment and candor also di-
rectly contributed to his successful
representation of the CIA’s interests
before the committee and Congress.

As the chairman and vice chairman
of the Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence, we have had additional op-
portunities to see Michael’s contribu-
tions to this Nation. We cannot speak
of them here, but the American people
should know that his service goes be-

yond the public record, and has
spanned the globe.
Throughout his career, Michael

Morell demonstrated a profound com-
mitment to our Nation, selfless service
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to the CIA, deep concern for Agency of-
ficers and their families, and a com-
mitment to excellence. Michael is the
consummate intelligence professional
whose performance personified those
traits of courage, competency, and in-
tegrity that our Nation expects from
its professional intelligence officers.

Mr. President, we ask our colleagues
to join us in thanking Mr. Michael
Morell for his honorable service to the
Central Intelligence Agency and the
people of the United States. We also
thank Michael’s wife Mary Beth and
his children, Sarah, Luke, and Peter,
for their support and understanding, as
well as their sacrifices in allowing Mi-
chael to selflessly commit himself to
protecting our Nation against those
who would do us harm.

We wish the Morell family all the
best in the future.

TRIBUTE TO TIMOTHY P. IRELAND

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President,
on behalf of Senator CHAMBLISS and
myself we wish to recognize and pay
tribute to Mr. Timothy P. Ireland, Dep-
uty Director of the Office of Congres-
sional Affairs, OCA, at the Central In-
telligence Agency, CIA, who is retiring
after a long and distinguished career of
government service.

Tim is not well known to the Amer-
ican people, but his quiet service and
unflappable demeanor here made him a
friend to the Intelligence Committee
and staff

After graduating from the University
of Southern California in 1970 with a
bachelor’s degree in international rela-
tions, Tim continued his education,
earning a master’s degree and Ph.D.
from the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy at Tufts University. After
teaching for 2 years, Tim joined the
Central Intelligence Agency in 1981, as
an officer in the Directorate of Intel-
ligence, focusing on European political
and military affairs.

Tim worked in a number of analytic
and management positions in the Di-
rectorate of Intelligence, authored a
National Intelligence Estimate, and
served on the President’s Daily Brief
staff.

Throughout his career, Tim worked
in both policy and intelligence commu-
nity positions. He spent 2 years in the
Department of State’s Bureau of Polit-
ical-Military affairs working on arms
control and strategic defense issues.
For nearly 4 years he worked in the
National Intelligence Council. Tim en-
tered the field of resource management
in 1991 with a tour in the Office of
Comptroller. He subsequently served in
senior resource management positions
in the Directorate of Intelligence, the
Office of the Chief Information Officer,
and the Office of the Chief Financial
Officer, CFO.

In this last capacity, Tim proved in-
valuable to the committee in under-
standing the CIA’s programs and fi-
nances, giving direct, accurate answers
to difficult questions. Twice, Tim
served as the Acting Director of the Of-
fice of Congressional Affairs, serving as
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the CIA’s primary interface with con-
gressional oversight committees, lead-
ership, and Members. While serving in
the offices of OCA and CFO, Tim was
known for keeping the Congress fully
and currently informed.

In these capacities, Tim had frequent
interaction with Senators and staff of
the Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence. His professionalism, thought-
fulness, and frank responses earned
him the respect and confidence of the
committee. His friendly demeanor and
candor helped him successfully rep-
resent the CIA’s interests before the
committee and Congress.

Tim Ireland throughout his career
has shown a deep commitment to our
national security, proud service to the
CIA, and a calm yet thorough perform-
ance in his work. His more than 32
years of service as an intelligence offi-
cer has helped to keep our Nation and
its citizens safe.

Mr. President, we ask our colleagues
to join us in thanking Mr. Tim Ireland
for his honorable service to the Central
Intelligence Agency and the people of
the United States. We also want to
thank Tim’s wife Andy for her support
and understanding, as well as her sac-
rifices in allowing Tim to selflessly
commit himself to protecting our Na-
tion.

We wish Tim and Andy Ireland all
the best in the future.

—————
KAYCEE, WYOMING

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate the centennial of
Kaycee, Wyoming.

The late Chris LeDoux, country sing-
er and beloved citizen of Kaycee, once
sang ‘‘Well, I just smile because they
don’t understand, but if they ever saw
a sunrise on a mountain mornin’,
watched those cotton candy clouds roll
by, they’d know why I live beneath
these Western skies.” The citizens of
Kaycee will tell anyone they meet that
no truer words have ever been spoken
about their town. Located in north-
eastern Wyoming, Kaycee is nestled in
the foothills of the Big Horn Mountains
with the Powder River flowing through
its heart and the sprawling plains
spread out before it.

I stand here today to honor the town
in its 100 year celebration, but many
citizens would tell you that the town is
107. In 1906, the citizens in this bloom-
ing new municipality filed for incorpo-
ration, but the town went without a
city government until the first town
council meeting on August 12, 1913.
Whether the town’s age is 100 or 107, we
congratulate Kaycee on this important
milestone.

Kaycee has a rich and varied history.
Before the settlers and the ranchers
came, Kaycee and the area surrounding
it was the home of the Northern Chey-
enne and Pawnee. Following the 1876
Battle of Dull Knife, the Cheyenne sur-
vivors surrendered and relocated, first
to a reservation in Oklahoma, and then
finally to the Pine Ridge Reservation
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in South Dakota. The outlaws Butch
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid also
used the beautiful but rough mountain
terrain of the Kaycee area to elude cap-
ture by lawmen and bounty hunters at
the Hole in the Wall Canyon.

Ranchers and cowboys were very im-
portant in the development of the area.
The men driving cattle through the re-
gion needed supplies, thus creating an
opportunity for businesses at the Pow-
der River crossing. However, the area
was not tamed until after the 1892
Johnson County cattle war. This range
war between small ranchers and larger
ranching operations eventually re-
quired the intervention of President
Benjamin Harrison.

As the battles for land settled down,
ranchers began to expand agriculture
in the area and people from all walks of
life came to Kaycee to create new lives
for themselves. Some ranchers brought
in sheep to graze the prairies, and with
the sheep came the unique culture of
the sheepherders. Among these are the
Basque people who traveled from the
Pyrenees Mountains on the border be-
tween Spain and France. Their legacy
is strong with the people of Kaycee
today.

In addition to providing for the di-
verse wildlife and agriculture, the rich
hills of Kaycee have abundant energy
resources. Every day, citizens of this
great community are working to in-
crease our Nation’s energy independ-
ence by mining uranium and bentonite,
and drilling oil.

In honor of the centennial of Kaycee,
Wyoming, I invite my colleagues to see
this wonderful place in person. I ap-
plaud the residents of the town for
their efforts to celebrate such rich his-
tory and to present it to visitors from
all over the world.

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. WYDEN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 363. A bill to expand geothermal produc-
tion, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 113-
72).

By Mr. WYDEN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment:
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S. 659. A bill to reauthorize the Reclama-
tion States Emergency Drought Relief Act of
1991, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 113-
73).

By Mr. WYDEN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, with amend-
ments:

S. 684. A Dbill to amend the Mni Wiconi
Project Act of 1988 to facilitate completion
of the Mni Wiconi Rural Water Supply Sys-
tem, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 113-
74).

By Mr. WYDEN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment:

S. 693. A bill to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Fa-
cilities Act to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to participate in the City of
Hermiston, Oregon, water recycling and
reuse project, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 113-75).

By Mr. WYDEN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S.J. Res. 12. A joint resolution to consent
to certain amendments enacted by the legis-
lature of the State of Hawaii to the Hawai-
ian Homes Commission, Act, 1920 (Rept. No.
113-76).

———————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and
Mr. CORKER):

S. 1294. A bill to designate as wilderness
certain public land in the Cherokee National
Forest in the State of Tennessee, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. BROWN:

S. 1295. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide veterans with no-
tice, when veterans electronically file claims
for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary, that relevant services may be
available from veterans service organiza-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. NELSON:

S. 1296. A bill to amend the Wounded War-
rior Act to establish a specific timeline for
the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to achieve interoperable
electronic health records, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
MCcCONNELL):

S. Res. 195. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony and representation In the Matter of
the Proposed Discipline of Laura Block
Lower; considered and agreed to.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 84

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
84, a bill to amend the Fair Labor
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Standards Act of 1938 to provide more
effective remedies to victims of dis-
crimination in the payment of wages
on the basis of sex, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 116

At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
ROCKEFELLER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 116, a bill to revise and extend

provisions under the Garrett Lee
Smith Memorial Act.
S. 398

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 398, a bill to establish the
Commission to Study the Potential
Creation of a National Women’s His-
tory Museum, and for other purposes.

S. 567

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
567, a bill to improve the retirement of
American families by strengthening
Social Security.

S. 569

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 569, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
count a period of receipt of outpatient
observation services in a hospital to-
ward satisfying the 3-day inpatient
hospital requirement for coverage of
skilled nursing facility services under
Medicare.

S. 669

At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
669, a bill to make permanent the In-
ternal Revenue Service Free File pro-
gram.

S. 709

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 709, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to increase di-
agnosis of Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementias, leading to better care
and outcomes for Americans living
with Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias.

S. 842

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 842, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for an extension of the Medi-
care-dependent hospital (MDH) pro-
gram and the increased payments
under the Medicare low-volume hos-
pital program.

S. 844

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 844, a bill to amend the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 in order to support the community
schools model.
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S. 865
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 865, a bill to provide for
the establishment of a Commission to
Accelerate the End of Breast Cancer.
S. 916
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from Maine
(Mr. KING) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added as
cosponsors of S. 916, a bill to authorize
the acquisition and protection of na-
tionally significant battlefields and as-
sociated sites of the Revolutionary War
and the War of 1812 under the American
Battlefield Protection Program.
S. 917
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 917, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide a reduced rate of excise tax on
beer produced domestically by certain
qualifying producers.
S. 928
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
928, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the processing
of claims for compensation under laws
administered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 1123
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from Wy-
oming (Mr. BARRASSO) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1123, a bill to amend
titles XVIII and XIX of the Social Se-
curity Act to curb waste, fraud, and
abuse in the Medicare and Medicaid
programs.
S. 1195
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1195, a bill to repeal the renewable fuel
standard.
S. 1204
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1204, a bill to amend the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care
Act to protect rights of conscience
with regard to requirements for cov-
erage of specific items and services, to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to prohibit certain abortion-related
discrimination in governmental activi-
ties, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 157
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 157, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate that telephone
service must be improved in rural areas
of the United States and that no entity
may unreasonably discriminate against
telephone users in those areas.
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S. RES. 165

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 165, a resolution calling for the
release from prison of former Prime
Minister of Ukraine Yulia Tymoshenko
in light of the recent European Court
of Human Rights ruling.

S. RES. 183

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. BEGICH), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator
from Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN), the
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. COCH-
RAN), the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER), the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator
from Virginia (Mr. WARNER) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 183, a resolu-
tion commemorating the relaunching
of the 172-year-old Charles W. Morgan
by Mystic Seaport: The Museum of
America and the Sea.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. NELSON:

S. 1296. A bill to amend the Wounded
Warrior Act to establish a specific
timeline for the Secretary of Defense
and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to achieve interoperable electronic
health records, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, the men
and women of our armed services sac-
rifice a great deal for this country and
when their service ends they should
not have to worry about retaking med-
ical tests or jumping through bureau-
cratic hoops to make sure their health
records are complete. We need a mod-
ern health record system, and it needs
to happen without further delay.

Each year 150,000 servicemembers
make the transition from military
service to veteran status. When a serv-
icemember makes that change their
health records should go with them and
transition seamlessly from the Depart-
ment of Defense to the Department of
Veterans Affairs. Unfortunately, as it
stands today, the two Departments op-
erate separate health record systems
that do not communicate with each
other. This can cause gaps in a
servicemember’s health record, mean-
ing more medical tests that lead to
greater costs and an increase in the
backlog of cases at the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

For fifteen years we have tried to fix
this problem, and in the past 5 years
the Departments have spent around $1
billion but we are not there yet. Re-
cently, Secretary Hagel announced
that the two Departments were aban-
doning the goal of creating a single
health system. Instead, the Depart-
ment of Defense will invest in a com-
mercial system that will be able to
communicate with the system being
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used by the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

These recent efforts are a positive
sign, but we must make sure the De-
partments continue to make progress
towards a cohesive health system. That
is why I am filing legislation that will
provide a timeline for the health
record systems to be able to talk to
one another. In addition, this legisla-
tion encourages innovation in the shar-
ing of electronic records and will pro-
vide patients greater access to their
health records.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 195—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY AND REP-
RESENTATION IN THE MATTER
OF THE PROPOSED DISCIPLINE
OF LAURA BLOCK LOWER

Mr. REID of Nevada (for himself and
Mr. MCCONNELL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 195

Whereas, in the Matter of the Proposed
Discipline of Laura Block Lower, Case No.
2012-SWP-LIC-445, pending before the Mon-
tana Board of Social Work Examiners and
Professional Counselors, the licensee has re-
quested the deposition of Siobhan Gilmartin,
an employee in the state office of Senator
Jon Tester;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
employees of the Senate with respect to any
subpoena, order, or request for testimony re-
lating to their official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved that Siobhan Gilmartin is author-
ized to provide testimony in the Matter of
the Proposed Discipline of Laura Block
Lower, except concerning matters for which
a privilege should be asserted.

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Siobhan Gilmartin in con-
nection with the production of testimony au-
thorized in section one of this resolution.

————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that a hear-
ing has been scheduled before Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. The hearing will be held on
Thursday, July 25, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider supplemental funding options to
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support the National Park Service’s ef-
forts to address deferred maintenance
and operational needs.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate, 304
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150, or by email to
John Assini@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact David Brooks (202) 224-9863 or John
Assini (202) 224-9313.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that a hear-
ing has been scheduled before the Sub-
committee on Water and Power of the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. The hearing will be held on
Thursday, July 25, 2013, at 2:30 p.m., in
room 366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the issues associ-
ated with aging water resource infra-
structure in the United States.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, DC. 20510-6150, or
by, e-mail to Lauren Goldschmidt
(@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Sara Tucker at (202) 224-6224 or
Lauren Goldschmidt at (202) 224-5488.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on July 15, 2013, at 3 p.m. to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Strategic Sourcing:
Leveraging the Government’s Buying
Powers to Save Billions.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Nate Con-
verse, Max Ernst, and Trent Blomberg
of my staff be granted floor privileges
for the duration of today’s session.

———
AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY AND
LEGAL REPRESENTATION

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of S. Res. 195.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 195) authorizing testi-
mony and representation in the matter of
the proposed discipline of Laura Block
Lower.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Madam President, this
resolution concerns testimony and rep-
resentation in a professional license
disciplinary proceeding pending before
the Montana Board of Social Work Ex-
aminers and Professional Counselors.
In this proceeding, the licensee, Laura
Block Lower, is challenging a screen-
ing panel’s findings that she was in vio-
lation of her professional obligations,
which may have contributed to her
then-former client’s eventual suicide.

The licensee is seeking testimony
from a staffer in Senator TESTER’s of-
fice about constituent casework that
office provided to her former client in
the weeks leading up to his suicide.
Senator TESTER has no objection to
providing any relevant evidence from
his staff in this proceeding. This reso-
lution would accordingly authorize
Senator TESTER’s employee to provide
evidence in this proceeding, with rep-
resentation by the Senate Legal Coun-
sel.
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Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motions
to reconsider be laid on the table, with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

195) was

———

APPOINTMENT

The Chair, on behalf of the majority
leader, pursuant to Public Law 112-272,
appoints the following individual to be
a member of the World War I Centen-
nial Commission: Edwin Fountain of
Virginia.

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JULY 16,
2016

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it recess until 10 a.m.
on Tuesday, July 16.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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PROGRAM

Mr. REID. At 10 a.m. Senator-elect
MARKEY will be sworn in as a new Sen-
ator.

———

RECESS UNTIL 10 A.M. TOMORROW

Mr. REID. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand in recess under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:07 p.m. recessed until Tuesday,
July 16, 2013, at 10 a.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION

RHONDA K. SCHMIDTLEIN, OF MISSOURI, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 16, 2021,
VICE SHARA L. ARANOFF, TERM EXPIRED.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

GREGORY DAINARD WINFREE, OF NEW YORK, TO BE AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE RESEARCH AND INNOVATIVE
TECHNOLOGY ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION, VICE PETER H. APPEL.

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C. SECTION 624:

To be major
EDDIE V. LATHAM
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 15, 2013

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Thursday, July 11, | was unable to be present
for three recorded votes. Had | voted, | would
have voted: “no” on Rollcall vote No. 351 (on
the motion to table the appeal of the ruling of
the chair); “yes” on Rollcall vote No. 352 (on
the motion to recommit H.R. 2642 with instruc-
tions); and “no” on Rollcall vote No. 353 (on
passage of H.R. 2642).

CELEBRATING BILL GRAY
HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 15, 2013

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, | submit the fol-
lowing letters regarding William Gray.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 10, 2013.

CONGRESSMAN CHAKA FATTAH: I was deeply
saddened upon learning of the untimely pass-
ing of Congressman William H. Gray, III,
which occurred on July 1, 2013. Congressman
Gray had a dynamic and overwhelming per-
sonality that touched the lives of thousands
of people through his endless humanitarian
efforts.

My life was personally touched by Con-
gressman Gray, when he appointed me to at-
tend the United States Military Academy at
West Point. I also owe my military career in
a large part to him.

Our nation has loss one of its finest and
distinguished senior statesmen. Congress-
man Gray was the epitome of a political, re-
ligious, and civic leader. He made an indel-
ible impact on the hearts and minds of ev-
eryone whose lives he touched. He lived his
life striving to improve the quality of life for
all mankind. Let this be a living testament
to his distinguished legacy.

Congressman Gray was also blessed with a
wonderful wife and fine sons. He had the sup-
port of the Bright Hope Baptist Church Fam-
ily of Philadelphia, various political col-
leagues and brethren in the ministry, and
many friends.

I extend my deepest condolences to his
family. My prayers and thoughts will con-
tinue to be with them.

Sincerely,

R. SETH WILLIAMS,
District Attorney, City of Philadelphia.

A TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM H.
GRAY
(By Hon. Robert A. Brady, July 8, 2013)
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor my friend and
Congressman, Bill Gray. Reverend Gray was
an historic figure in Philadelphia and in this
country. His contributions to this nation are
well known to all of us. So, I'd like to take
a moment and just focus on his impact in my
own life.
Bill represented my community in the
House for many years. He was one of my

most important mentors and supporters as I
rose through ranks in Philadelphia politics. I
was a ward leader in his district, and was
proud to return his support every two years.
I leaned on Bill for his wise counsel on how
to serve my constituents. He helped me to be
a better ward leader, a better party chair,
and a better congressman. But, the best
counsel I got from Bill was not professional
advice. His best advice was about how to be
a better father and a better husband while
doing this job. He demonstrated that philos-
ophy by his close business relationship with
his son, who was by his side at almost every
meeting.

During our frequent dinners, Bill would
make sure I understood that I had to get
back to Philadelphia as much as I can. He
told me to put my family and my neighbor-
hood first and to make sure that I didn’t
ever forget why I came to Washington in the
first place.

Bill never lost his love for Philadelphia. He
and I were working together until the last
weeks of his life. He was doing all he could
to help our Free Libraries, to build jobs at
Comcast and to protect the people of his be-
loved North Philadelphia.

Mr. Speaker, Philadelphia, this country
and this House will be much poorer for Bill
Gray’s passing. I urge my colleagues to join
the entire Pennsylvania delegation in hon-
oring him today.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF REV. DR.
HENRY P. DAVIS, JR.

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 15, 2013

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Rev. Dr. Henry P. Davis, Jr. on
his 40th Pastoral Anniversary and his retire-
ment as Pastor of St. Paul Baptist Church in
Atlantic Highlands, New Jersey. Dr. Davis has
dedicated 40 years to leading the church and
serving the community and his contributions
are truly deserving of this body’s recognition.

Dr. Davis began serving as Pastor of St.
Paul Baptist Church in 1973. Since that time,
twelve individuals entered the ministry, eight of
which now serve as pastors, including his son,
Dr. Henry P. Davis, Il of the First Baptist
Church of Highland Park, New Jersey. He has
provided outstanding mentorship and spiritual
guidance to his congregation. He has also
served as the Secretary of the Moderator's
Auxiliary of the National Baptist Convention
USA, Inc. for 13 years.

Dr. Davis earned his Doctor of Ministry de-
gree from Drew University and his Master of
Divinity degree from New Brunswick Theo-
logical Seminary. In addition, Dr. Davis also
holds a Bachelor of Science degree from
Huston-Tillotson College in Houston, Texas
and a Master of Education degree from Prairie
View A&M University.

In addition to his service to St. Paul Baptist
Church, Dr. Davis is an active member of his
community. He serves as President of the
Greater Red Bank Chapter of the NAACP;

Dean of Education of the Monmouth Bible In-
stitute in Farmingdale, New Jersey; and mod-
erator of the Seacoast Missionary Baptist As-
sociation.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Dr. Davis on his pastoral anniversary
and retirement and thanking him for his many
years of dedicated service and leadership to
the St. Paul Baptist Church congregation.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. ERNEST
“ERNIE” W. CONNER

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 15, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Ernest “Ernie” Conner as he is
honored as the Daughters of the American
Revolution’s National Outstanding Veteran
Volunteer of 2013. His longstanding service to
our nation and his commitment to serving as
a strong advocate for veterans make Ernie
Conner most deserving of this honor.

A retired Master Sergeant of the United
States Air Force, Ernie understands first-hand
the virtue of serving our nation. From January
1955 until June 1976, Ernie honorably served
the United States with two tours in Vietnam.
He flew 150 missions in B-52 Stratofortress.
Due to his dedicated service, Ernie received
the Air Force Commendation Medal with one
Oak Leaf Cluster, the Air Force Good Conduct
Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters and the
Army Good Conduct Medal with two bronze
loops. His loyalty and devotion to our country
is remarkable and highly commendable.

A tireless advocate for all veterans, Ernie
believes it is his duty to remember the men
and women who defend our freedoms with
courage. He has served as the Chair of the
Veterans Service Committee, Americanism
Committee and the Support the Troops cam-
paign for the Merced Elks Lodge for the past
seven years. Through his efforts, the Support
the Troops program has secured the donation
of over four tons of almonds and various care
packages that are sent to our deployed troops.
In order to keep this program going, he orga-
nizes several fundraisers as well as reaching
out to local businesses for support. Ernie also
organizes the Elk veterans’ participation in the
Annual Merced Veterans Day parade, includ-
ing assisting in construction of the float. He is
involved in putting on regular Recognition din-
ners for our Veterans and their families, in-
cluding the Blue and Gold Star families. In
total, Ernie volunteers over 2,000 hours annu-
ally to help serve the needs of our veterans.

A veteran and great American, Ernie’s long-
standing dedication to service is truly a reflec-
tion of his superior moral character. As a
Merced County Veterans of Foreign Wars
Honor Guard active member, Emie is com-
mitted to ensure proper burial services for our
local veterans. He helps provide solace and
peace of mind to grieving families during these

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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difficult times. As long as Ernie is involved,
veterans will never be forgotten.

In addition to his significant community
work, Ernie is a loving husband, father and
grandfather. He and his wife Joanne have
been married for 55 years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ernie Conner for his unwaver-
ing allegiance to our veteran community. He
truly exemplifies the best of what America has
to offer.

IN HONOR OF JUDY SMITH

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 15, 2013

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | stand
today to honor a passionate voice for Amer-
ican values and her community.

My dear friend, Judy Smith is retiring as
Precinct 72 chair, a position she has held
since the Precinct’'s founding in 1998. For
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nearly three decades, Republicans in Harris
and Montgomery County have counted on
Judy and her dedication to our democratic
process.

It has been my honor to call Judy and her
husband, Bob, my friends for many years. We
have all been in awe of the amazing growth of
her precinct’'s Republican participation rate. It's
over 5 times what she started with and has
the highest percentage Republican turnout in
the entire county. Because she never takes
success for granted, she has held that turnout
record for the entire 15 years she’s been Pre-
cinct 72 chair.

Judy served two terms on the State Repub-
lican Executive Committee, as Chairman of
both Senatorial District 7 in Harris County and
District 3 in Montgomery County and as a del-
egate for the last three national conventions.

| remember well when Judy and Dorothy
Woodall organized the North Shore Repub-
lican Women. Judy served as president in its
first years, before serving as the Texas Fed-
eration of Republican Women Co-Chairman of
Victory 2002, Chairman for TFRW State 2004
Voter Registration, 2006—-2007 Vice President
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of Membership, and 2008-2010 Vice Presi-
dent of Programs and currently as Co-Chair-
man of Patrons.

These are just some of the many accom-
plishments that led to her being honored as
one of the TFRW’s Ten Outstanding Repub-
lican women in Texas in 2005. As a member
and a former Regent of the National Federa-
tion of Republican Women, she helped bring
the Texas success story to the White House.

A member of the First United Methodist
Church of Willis, Judy and Bob have been
married for 55 years, raised 3 grown children
and are currently enjoying being grandparents.
Much soul searching led my friend, Judy, to
step down as chairman of what she called ’a
great experience’. | just would like her—and
the entire country—to know how much we all
appreciate what she has done for her country.

This weekend, the North Shore Republican
Women’s club are hosting a retirement picnic
for Judy in Bentwater. But her presence will
continue to be felt, because of the amazing
example she has set for us all.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, July
16, 2013 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s record.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JULY 17

9 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Department of Defense
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2014 for
the Missile Defense Agency.
SD-192
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on SeaPower
To receive a closed briefing on the major
threats facing Navy forces and the
Navy’s current and projected capabili-
ties to meet those threats.
Sve-217
10 a.m.
Committee on Banking,
Urban Affairs
Subcommittee on Financial Institutions
and Consumer Protection
To hold hearings to examine the con-
sumer debt industry.

Housing, and

SD-538
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
Subcommittee on Consumer Protection,
Product Safety, and Insurance
To hold hearings to examine the expan-
sion of internet gambling, focusing on
assessing consumer protection con-
cerns.
SR-253
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Samantha Power, of Massachu-
setts, to be the Representative to the
United Nations, with the rank and sta-
tus of Ambassador and the Representa-
tive in the Security Council of the
United Nations, and to be Representa-
tive to the Sessions of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations during
her tenure of service as Representative
to the United Nations.
SD-419
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security at 10 years,
focusing on harnessing science and
technology to protect national security
and enhance government efficiency.
SD-342
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Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SR—418
1 p.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine working to-
gether to restore the protections of the
“Voting Rights Act”, focusing on
Selma and Shelby County.

SD-226
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry

To hold hearings to examine reauthoriza-
tion of the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission.

SH-216
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces

To hold closed hearings to examine revi-
sions to the nuclear employment strat-
egy.

SVC-217
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
To hold hearings to examine E-Rate 2.0,
focusing on connecting every child to
technology.
SR-253

Committee on Foreign Relations

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Catherine M. Russell, of the
District of Columbia, to be Ambassador
at Large for Global Women’s Issues,
Department of State.
SD-419
3 p.m.
Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship
To hold hearings to examine small busi-
ness tax reform, focusing on making
the tax code work for entrepreneurs
and startups.
SR-428A

JULY 18

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of General Martin E. Dempsey,
USA for reappointment to the grade of
general and reappointment as Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and
Admiral James A. Winnefeld, Jr., USN
for reappointment to the grade of ad-
miral and reappointment as Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
both of the Department of Defense.
SH-216
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources
To hold hearings to examine the current
state of clean energy finance in the
United States and opportunities to fa-
cilitate greater investment in domestic
clean energy technology development
and deployment.
SD-366
Committee on the Judiciary
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Todd M. Hughes, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Federal Circuit,
Colin Stirling Bruce, to be United
States District Judge for the Central
District of Illinois, Sara Lee Ellis, and
Andrea R. Wood, both to be a United
States District Judge for the Northern
District of Illinois, Madeline Hughes
Haikala, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern District of Ala-
bama, and James B. Comey, Jr., of
Connecticut, to be Director of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, Depart-
ment of Justice.
SD-226
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10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Business meeting to markup proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2014 for
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Re-
lated Agencies and the Department of
Homeland Security.

SD-106
Committee on Environment and Public
Works
To hold hearings to examine climate
change.
SD-406
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Banking, Housing, and

Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Semi-
annual Monetary Policy Report to Con-
gress.
SD-538
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of F. Scott Kieff, of Illinois, to be
a Member of the United States Inter-
national Trade Commission.
SD-215
Select Committee on Intelligence
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters.
SH-219

JULY 22
3 p.m.
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
Army Corps of Engineers water man-
agement in the Apalachicola-Chat-
tahoochee-Flint (ACF) and the Ala-
bama-Coosa-Tallapoosa (ACT) river

systems.
SD-406

JULY 23
10:30 a.m.
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the 90/10

rule, focusing on improving edu-
cational outcomes for our military and
veterans.
SD-342
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To resume hearings to examine S. 1273,
to establish a partnership between
States that produce energy onshore
and offshore for our country with the
Federal Government.

SD-366

JULY 24

10 a.m.
Committee on Rules and Administration
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Ann Miller Ravel, of Cali-
fornia, and Lee E. Goodman, of Vir-
ginia, both to be a Member of the Fed-
eral Election Commission.
SR-301
2 p.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil
Rights and Human Rights
To hold hearings to examine closing
Guantanamo, focusing on the national
security, fiscal, and human rights im-
plications.
SD-226
Special Committee on Aging
To hold hearings to examine payday
loans.
SD-562



E1060

JULY 25
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine supple-
mental funding options to support the
National Park Service’s efforts to ad-
dress deferred maintenance and oper-
ational needs.

SD-366
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

Subcommittee on Water and Power
To hold hearings to examine the issues
associated with aging water resource
infrastructure in the United States.
SD-366
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AUGUST 1
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine the Novem-
ber 6, 2012 referendum on the political
status of Puerto Rico and the Adminis-
tration’s response.

SD-366

SEPTEMBER 11

10:30 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Financial Services and
General Government
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for

July 15, 2013

fiscal year 2014 for the Federal Commu-
nications Commission.
SD-138

POSTPONEMENTS

JULY 17

2:30 p.m.
Committee on Indian Affairs

To hold hearings to examine S. 235, to
provide for the conveyance of certain
property located in Anchorage, Alaska,
from the United States to the Alaska
Native Tribal Health Consortium, and
S. 920, to allow the Fond du Lac Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa in the State
of Minnesota to lease or transfer cer-

tain land.
SD-628
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $5675-S5689

Measures Introduced: Three bills and one resolu-
tion were introduced, as follows: S. 1294-1296, and
S. Res. 195. Page S5687

Measures Reported:

S. 363, to expand geothermal production. (S.
Rept. No. 113-72)

S. 659, to reauthorize the Reclamation States
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 1991, with an
amendment. (S. Rept. No. 113-73)

S. 684, to amend the Mni Wiconi Project Act of
1988 to facilitate completion of the Mni Wiconi
Rural Water Supply System, with amendments. (S.
Rept. No. 113-74)

S. 693, to amend the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the
City of Hermiston, Oregon, water recycling and
reuse project, with an amendment. (S. Rept. No.
113-75)

S.J. Res. 12, to consent to certain amendments
enacted by the legislature of the State of Hawaii to
the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920. (S.
Rept. No. 113-76) Pages S5686-87

Measures Passed:

Authorizing Testimony and Representation: Sen-
ate agreed to S. Res. 195, to authorize testimony and
representation In the Matter of the Proposed Dis-
cipline of Laura Block Lower. Pages S5688-89

Measures Considered:

Keep Student Loans Affordable Act: Senate began
consideration of the motion to proceed to consider-
ation of S. 1238, to amend the Higher Education
Act of 1965 to extend the current reduced interest
rate for undergraduate Federal Direct Stafford Loans
for 1 year, to modify required distribution rules for
pension plans. Page S5675

Motion to Instruct the Sergeant at Arms: By 69
yeas to 28 nays (Vote No. 172), Senate agreed to the
motion to instruct the Sergeant at Arms to request
the attendance of absent Senators. Page S5684

D696

Appointments:

World War 1 Centennial Commission: The
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Leader, pursuant to
Public Law 112-272, appointed the following indi-
vidual to be a member of the World War I Centen-
nial Commission:

Edwin Fountain of Virginia vice Philip Peckman
of Nevada. Page S5689

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations:

Rhonda K. Schmidtlein, of Missouri, to be a
Member of the United States International Trade
Commission for a term expiring December 16, 2021.

Gregory Dainard Winfree, of New York, to be
Administrator of the Research and Innovative Tech-
nology Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation.

A routine list in the Army. Page S5689

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S5687-88

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:

Page S5688
Notices of Hearings/Meetings: Page S5688
Authorities for Committees to Meet: Page S5688
Privileges of the Floor: Page S5688

Quorum Calls:
One quorum call was taken today. (Total—2)
Page S5684

Record Votes: One record vote was taken today.
(Total—172) Page S5684

Recess: Senate convened at 2 p.m. and recessed at
6:07 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, July 16, 2013.
(For Senate’s program, see the remarks of the Major-
ity Leader in today’s Record on page S5689.)

Committee Meetings
(Committees not listed did not meet)

STRATEGIC SOURCING

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
Jairs: Committee concluded a hearing to examine
strategic sourcing, focusing on how improved and
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expanded use could provide significant procurement
savings, after receiving testimony from Joseph G.
Jordan, Administrator for Federal Procurement Pol-
icy, Office of Management and Budget; Daniel M.
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Tangherlini, Administrator, General Services Admin-
istration; and Cristina Chaplain, Director, Acquisi-
tion and Sourcing Management, Government Ac-
countability Office.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 2 public
bills, H.R. 2687—-2688 were introduced. Page H4488

Additional Cosponsors: Page H4488

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Petri to act as Speaker pro
tempore for today. Page H4487

Member Resignation: Read a letter from Rep-
resentative Edward J. Markey, wherein he resigned
as Representative for the Fifth Congressional District
of Massachusetts, effective at the close of business on
Monday, July 15, 2013. Page H4487

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate
today appears on page H4487.

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 10:03 a.m.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

NEW PUBLIC LAWS

(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. DG55)

H.R. 324, to grant the Congressional Gold Medal,
collectively, to the First Special Service Force, in rec-
ognition of its superior service during World War
II. Signed on July 12, 2013. (Public Law 113-16)

H.R. 1151, to direct the Secretary of State to de-
velop a strategy to obtain observer status for Taiwan
at the triennial International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation Assembly. Signed on July 12, 2013. (Public
Law 113-17)

H.R. 2383, to designate the new Interstate Route
70 bridge over the Mississippi River connecting St.

Louis, Missouri, and southwestern Illinois as the
“Stan Musial Veterans Memorial Bridge”. Signed on
July 12, 2013. (Public Law 113-18)

N —

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR TUESDAY,
JULY 16, 2013

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies, business
meeting to markup proposed legislation making appro-
priations for fiscal year 2014 for Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies, 10 a.m., SD-192.

Subcommittee on Department of Homeland Security,
business meeting to markup proposed legislation making
appropriations for fiscal year 2014 for Homeland Security,
10:30 a.m., SD-138.

Committee on Armed Services: to receive a closed briefing
on the situation in Syria, 9:30 a.m., SVC-217.

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: busi-
ness meeting to consider the nominations of Melvin L.
Watt, of North Carolina, to be Director of the Federal
Housing Finance Agency, Jason Furman, of New York,
to be a Member and Chairman of the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers, Kara Marlene Stein, of Maryland, Mi-
chael Sean Piwowar, of Virginia, and Mary Jo White, of
New York, all to be a Member of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, and Richard T. Metsger, of Oregon,
to be a Member of the National Credit Union Adminis-
tration Board; to be immediately followed by an over-
sight hearing to examine the “Defense Production Act”,
focusing on issues and opportunities for reauthorization,
10 a.m., SD-538.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: to hold an
oversight hearing to examine how United States gasoline
and fuel prices are being affected by the current boom in
domestic o0il production and the restructuring of the
United States refining industry and distribution system,
10 a.m., SD-366.

Subcommittee on Water and Power, to hold hearings
to examine the Bureau of Reclamation’s Colorado River
Basin Water Supply and Demand Study, 2:30 p.m.,
SD-366.

Committee on Foreign Relations: to hold hearings to exam-
ine S. 980, to provide for enhanced embassy security, 10
a.m., SD—419.
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Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: to
hold hearings to examine pooled retirement plans, focus-
ing on closing the retirement plan coverage gap for small
businesses, 2:30 p.m., SD—430.

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs:
Subcommittee on Financial and Contracting Oversight, to
hold hearings to examine implementation of wartime con-
tracting reforms, 9:30 a.m., SD-342.

Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine the nom-
ination of Katherine Archuleta, of Colorado, to be Direc-
tor of the Office of Personnel Management, 3:30 p.m.,
SD-342.

Select Committee on Intelligence: to hold closed hearings to
examine certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m., SH-219.

House

Committee on  Energy and Commerce, July 16, Sub-
committee on Health, hearing entitled, “Reforming the
Drug Compounding Regulatory Framework”, 3 p.m.,
2123 Rayburn.

July 16, Full Committee, markup on H.R. 1582, the
“Energy Consumers Relief Act 2013”; H.R. 1900, the
“Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting Reform Act”; H.R. 83,
a bill to require the Secretary of the Interior to develop
an action plan to address the energy needs of the insular
areas of the United States and the Freely Associated
States; H.R. 2094, the “School Access to Emergency Epi-
nephrine Act”; H.R. 698, the “HIV Organ Policy Equity
Act”; and H.R. 2052, the “Global Investment in Amer-
ican Jobs Act of 2013”, 4:30 p.m., 2322 Rayburn.

Committee on Rules, July 16, Full Committee, hearing
on H.R. 2667, the “Authority for Mandate Delay Act”;
and H.R. 2668, the “Fairness for American Families
Act”, 5 p.m., H-313 the Capitol.

House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, July 16,
Full Committee, hearing entitled “Ongoing Intelligence
Activities”, 5 p.m., HVC-304. This is a closed hearing.

Joint Meetings

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: to re-
ceive a briefing on growing authoritarianism in Azer-
baijan, focusing on current events in Azerbaijan and the
prospect for a free and fair election, 2 p.m.,
SVC-201-00.

N —

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD
Week of July 16 through July 19, 2013

Senate Chamber

On Tuesday, at 11 a.m., Senate should anticipate
a vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the nomi-
nation of Richard Cordray, of Ohio, to be Director,
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection.

During the balance of the week, Senate may con-
sider any cleared legislative and executive business.
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Senate Committees

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: July 17,
to hold hearings to examine reauthorization of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, 2:30 p.m.,
SH-216.

Committee on Appropriations: July 16, Subcommittee on
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies, busi-
ness meeting to markup proposed legislation making ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2014 for Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies, 10 a.m., SD-192.

July 16, Subcommittee on Department of Homeland
Security, business meeting to markup proposed legislation
making appropriations for fiscal year 2014 for Homeland
Security, 10:30 a.m., SD-138.

July 17, Subcommittee on Department of Defense, to
hold hearings to examine proposed budget estimates for
fiscal year 2014 for the Missile Defense Agency, 9 a.m.,
SD-192.

July 18, Full Committee, business meeting to markup
proposed budget estimates for fiscal year 2014 for Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies and the De-
partment of Homeland Security, 10 a.m., SD-106.

Committee on Armed Services: July 16, to receive a closed
briefing on the situation in Syria, 9:30 a.m., SVC-217.

July 17, Subcommittee on SeaPower, to receive a
closed briefing on the major threats facing Navy forces
and the Navy’s current and projected capabilities to meet
those threats, 9:30 a.m., SVC-217.

July 17, Subcommittee on Strategic Forces, to hold
closed hearings to examine revisions to the nuclear em-
ployment strategy, 2:30 p.m., SVC-217.

July 18, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the nominations of General Martin E. Dempsey, USA for
reappointment to the grade of general and reappointment
as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Admiral
James A. Winnefeld, Jr., USN for reappointment to the
grade of admiral and reappointment as Vice Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, both of the Department of De-
fense, 9:30 a.m., SH-216.

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: July
16, business meeting to consider the nominations of Mel-
vin L. Watt, of North Carolina, to be Director of the
Federal Housing Finance Agency, Jason Furman, of New
York, to be a Member and Chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisers, Kara Marlene Stein, of Maryland, Mi-
chael Sean Piwowar, of Virginia, and Mary Jo White, of
New York, all to be a Member of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, and Richard T. Metsger, of Oregon,
to be a Member of the National Credit Union Adminis-
tration Board; to be immediately followed by an over-
sight hearing to examine the “Defense Production Act”,
focusing on issues and opportunities for reauthorization,
10 a.m., SD-538.

July 17, Subcommittee on Financial Institutions and
Consumer Protection, to hold hearings to examine the
consumer debt industry, 10 a.m., SD-538.

July 18, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the Semiannual Monetary Policy Report to Congress,
10:30 a.m., SD-538.
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Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: July
17, Subcommittee on Consumer Protection, Product Safe-
ty, and Insurance, to hold hearings to examine the expan-
sion of internet gambling, focusing on assessing consumer
protection concerns, 10 a.m., SR-253.

July 17, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
E—Rate 2.0, focusing on connecting every child to tech-
nology, 2:30 p.m., SR-253.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: July 16, to
hold an oversight hearing to examine how United States
gasoline and fuel prices are being affected by the current
boom in domestic oil production and the restructuring of
the United States refining industry and distribution sys-
tem, 10 a.m., SD-366.

July 16, Subcommittee on Water and Power, to hold
hearings to examine the Bureau of Reclamation’s Colo-
rado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study, 2:30
p.m., SD-366.

July 18, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the current state of clean energy finance in the United
States and opportunities to facilitate greater investment in
domestic clean energy technology development and de-
ployment, 9:30 a.m., SD-366.

Committee on Environment and Public Works: July 18, to
hold hearings to examine climate change, 10 a.m.,
SD-406.

Committee on Finance: July 18, to hold hearings to ex-
amine the nomination of F. Scott Kieff, of Illinois, to be
a Member of the United States International Trade Com-
mission, 2:30 p.m., SD-215.

Committee on Foreign Relations: July 16, to hold hearings
to examine S. 980, to provide for enhanced embassy secu-
rity, 10 a.m., SD-419.

July 17, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the nomination of Samantha Power, of Massachusetts, to
be the Representative to the United Nations, with the
rank and status of Ambassador and the Representative in
the Security Council of the United Nations, and to be
Representative to the Sessions of the General Assembly of
the United Nations during her tenure of service as Rep-
resentative to the United Nations, 10 a.m., SD—419.

July 17, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the nomination of Catherine M. Russell, of the District
of Columbia, to be Ambassador at Large for Global
Women’s Issues, Department of State, 2:30 p.m.,
SD-419.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: July
16, to hold hearings to examine pooled retirement plans,
focusing on closing the retirement plan coverage gap for
small businesses, 2:30 p.m., SD-430.

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs:
July 16, Subcommittee on Financial and Contracting
Oversight, to hold hearings to examine implementation
of wartime contracting reforms, 9:30 a.m., SD-342.

July 16, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the nomination of Katherine Archuleta, of Colorado, to
be Director of the Office of Personnel Management, 3:30
p.m., SD-342.

July 17, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the Department of Homeland Security at 10 years, focus-
ing on harnessing science and technology to protect na-
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tional security and enhance government efficiency, 10
a.m., SD—342.

Committee on the Judiciary: July 17, to hold hearings to
examine working together to restore the protections of
the “Voting Rights Act”, focusing on Selma and Shelby
County, 1 p.m., SD-226.

July 18, Full Committee, business meeting to consider
the nominations of Todd M. Hughes, of the District of
Columbia, to be United States Circuit Judge for the Fed-
eral Circuit, Colin Stirling Bruce, to be United States
District Judge for the Central District of Illinois, Sara Lee
Ellis, and Andrea R. Wood, both to be a United States
District Judge for the Northern District of Illinois, Mad-
eline Hughes Haikala, to be United States District Judge
for the Northern District of Alabama, and James B.
Comey, Jr., of Connecticut, to be Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, Department of Justice, 9:30
a.m., SD-226.

Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship: July 17,
to hold hearings to examine small business tax reform, fo-
cusing on making the tax code work for entrepreneurs
and startups, 3 p.m., SR—428A.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: July 17, business meeting
to consider pending calendar business, 10 a.m., SR—418.

Select Committee on Intelligence: July 16, to hold closed
hearings to examine certain intelligence matters, 2:30
p-m., SH-219.

July 18, Full Committee, to hold closed hearings to
examine certain intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m., SH-219.

House Committees

Committee on Appropriations, July 17, Full Committee,
markup on the Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Bill for FY 2014; and Financial
Services and General Government Appropriations Bill for
FY 2014, 10 a.m., 2359 Rayburn.

July 18, Full Committee, markup on the Legislative
Branch Appropriations Bill for FY 2014, 11 a.m., 2359
Rayburn.

Committee on Armed Services, July 17, Full Committee,
hearing entitled “The Security Situation in the Syrian
Arab Republic—Implications for U.S. National Security
and U.S. Policy Options”, 10 a.m., 2118 Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, July 17, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 1582, the “Energy Consumers
Relief Act 2013”; H.R. 1900, the “Natural Gas Pipeline
Permitting Reform Act”; H.R. 83, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Interior to develop an action plan to ad-
dress the energy needs of the insular areas of the United
States and the Freely Associated States; H.R. 2094, the
“School Access to Emergency Epinephrine Act”; H.R.
698, the “HIV Organ Policy Equity Act”; and H.R.
2052, the “Global Investment in American Jobs Act of
2013”7, 10 a.m., 2123 Rayburn.

July 18, Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing,
and Trade, hearing entitled “Reporting Data Breaches: Is
Federal Legislation Needed to Protect Consumers?”, 10
a.m., 2123 Rayburn.

July 18, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions, hearing entitled “Patient Protection and Affordable
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Care Act: Implementation in the Wake of Administrative
Delay”, 1:30 p.m., 2123 Rayburn.

Committee on Financial Services, July 17, Full Committee,
hearing entitled ‘“Monetary Policy and the State of the
Economy”, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn.

July 18, Full Committee, hearing entitled “A Legisla-
tive Proposal to Protect American Taxpayers and Home-
owners by Creating a Sustainable Housing Finance Sys-
tem”, 1 p.m., 2128 Rayburn.

Committee on Foreign Affairs, July 18, Full Committee,
hearing entitled “Benghazi: Progress on State Department
Accountability?”, 10 a.m., 2172 Rayburn.

July 18, Subcommittee on Terrorism, Nonproliferation,
and Trade, hearing entitled “Global al-Qaeda: Affiliates,
Objectives, and Future Challenges”, 2 p.m., 2172 Ray-
burn.

July 18, Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health,
Global Human Rights, and International Organizations,
hearing entitled “Is There an African Resource Curse?”,
2 p.m., 2200 Rayburn.

Committee on Homeland Security, July 17, Subcommittee
on Transportation Security, hearing entitled “‘Stakeholder
Perspectives on TSA Acquisition Reform”, 10 a.m., 311
Cannon.

July 17, Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure
Protection, and Security Technologies; and the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform’s Sub-
committee on Energy Policy, Health Care and Entitle-
ments, joint hearing entitled “Evaluating Privacy, Secu-
rity, and Fraud Concerns with ObamaCare’s Information
Sharing Apparatus”, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

July 18, Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure
Protection, and Security Technologies, hearing entitled
“Oversight of Executive Order 13636 and Development
of the Cybersecurity Framework”, 10 a.m., 311 Cannon.

Committee on House Administration, July 17, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “Collections Stewardship at the
Smithsonian”, 10:30 a.m., 1310 Longworth.

Committee on the Judiciary, July 17, Full Committee,
hearing entitled “Oversight of the Administration’s use of
FISA Authorities”, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn.

July 17, Full Committee markup on H.R. 2655, the
“Lawsuit Abuse Reduction Act of 20137, 2 p.m., 2141
Rayburn.

July 18, Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil
Justice, hearing entitled “The Voting Rights Act after
the Supreme Court’s Decision in Shelby County”, 11
a.m., 2141 Rayburn.

July 19, Over-criminalization Task Force, hearing enti-
tled “Mens Rea: The Need for a Meaningful Intent Re-
quirement in Federal Criminal Law”, 9 a.m., 2237 Ray-
burn.

Committee on Natural Resources, July 17, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “The Department of the Interior
Operations, Management, and Rulemakings”, 10 a.m.,
1324 Longworth.

July 17, Subcommittee on Water and Power, hearing
entitled “A Washington, DC-Based Bureaucratic Inven-
tion with Potential Water Conservation and Property
Rights Impacts: The National Blueways Order”, 2 p.m.,
1334 Longworth.
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July 17, Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans
and Insular Affairs, hearing entitled “Why should Ameri-
cans have to comply with the laws of foreign nations?”,
2 p.m., 1324 Longworth.

July 19, Subcommittee on Public Lands and Environ-
mental Regulation, hearing on the following: H.R. 587,
the “Niblack and Bokan Mountain Mining Area Roads
Authorization Act”; H.R. 1168, to direct the Secretary of
the Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, to convey to the City of Carlin, Nevada, in ex-
change for consideration, all right, title, and interest of
the United States, to any Federal land within that city
that is under the jurisdiction of that agency, and for
other purposes; H.R. 1170, to direct the Secretary of the
Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land Management
and the Bureau of Reclamation, to convey, by quitclaim
deed, to the City of Fernley, Nevada, all right, title, and
interest of the United States, to any Federal land within
that city that is under the jurisdiction of either of those
agencies; H.R. 1684, the “Ranch A Consolidation and
Management Improvement Act”; H.R. 2068, the “Fed-
eral Land Transaction Facilitation Act Reauthorization of
20137; H.R. 2095, the “Land Disposal Transparency and
Efficiency Act”; H.R. 2337, “Lake Hill Administrative
Site Affordable Housing Act”; H.R. 2395, to provide for
donor contribution acknowledgments to be displayed at
projects authorized under the Commemorative Works
Act, and for other purposes; S. 130, the “Powell Shooting
Range Land Conveyance Act”; S. 304, the “Natchez
Trace Parkway Land Conveyance Act of 2013”; and S.
459, the “Minuteman Missile National Historic Site
Boundary Modification Act”, 9 a.m., 1324 Longworth.

Committee on Ouersight and Government Reform, July 17,
Subcommittee on National Security, hearing entitled
“Border Security Oversight, Part Ill: Examining Asylum
Requests”, 10:15 a.m., 2247 Rayburn.

July 17, Full Committee, hearing entitled “A Path
Forward on Postal Reform”, 1:30 p.m., 2154 Rayburn.

July 18, Full Committee, hearing entitled “The IRS’s
Systematic Delay and Scrutiny of Tea Party Applica-
tions”, 11 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

July 18, Subcommittee on Economic Growth, Job Cre-
ation and Regulatory Affairs, hearing entitled “Regu-
latory Burdens: The Impact of Dodd-Frank on Commu-
nity Banking”, 8:30 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

July 18, Subcommittee on Energy Policy, Health Care
and Entitlements, hearing entitled “Examining the
Obama Administration’s Social Cost of Carbon Esti-
mates”, 2:30 p.m., 2247 Rayburn.

Committee on Rules, July 17, Full Committee, hearing
on H.R. 5, the “Student Success Act”; H.R. 2610, the
“Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2014”; and H.R.
2397, the “Department of Defense Appropriations Act,
20147, 3 p.m., H-313 Capitol.

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, July 18, Full
Committee, markup on H.R. 2687, the “National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of
2013”7, 9:15 a.m., 2318 Rayburn.

Committee on Small Business, July 17, Full Committee,
hearing entitled “The Internal Revenue Service and Small
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Businesses: Ensuring Fair Treatment”, 1 p.m., 2360 Ray-
burn.

July 18, Subcommittee on Agriculture, Energy and
Trade, hearing entitled “The President’s Climate Action
Plan: What Is the Impact on Small Businesses?”, 10 a.m.,
2360 Rayburn.

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, July 17,
Subcommittee on Aviation, hearing entitled “Causes of
Delays to the FAA’s NextGen Program”, 10 a.m., 2167
Rayburn.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, July 17, Full Committee,
legislative hearing on the following: H.R. 813, the “Put-
ting Veterans Funding First Act of 2013”; H.R. 806, to
amend title 38, United States Code, to make permanent
the requirement for annual reports on Comptroller Gen-
eral reviews of the accuracy of Department of Veterans
Affairs medical budget submissions, and for other pur-
poses; and a Draft Discussion Bill “To amend title 38,
United States Code, to direct the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to submit to Congress a Future-Years Veterans
Program and a quadrennial veterans review, to establish
in the Department of Veterans Affairs a Chief Strategy
Officer, and for other purposes”, 10:15 a.m., 334 Cannon.

July 17, Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and
Memorial Affairs, markup on pending legislation, 2:30
p-m., 334 Cannon.

July 18, Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity,
markup on the following legislation: H.R. 2210, the
“Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship
Improvements Act of 2013”; H.R. 2327, the “Veterans
Economic Opportunity Administration Act of 20137,
H.R. 331, to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
permit the centralized reporting of veteran enrollment by
certain groups, districts, and consortiums of educational
institutions; H.R. 1357, to amend the VOW to Hire He-
roes Act of 2011 to improve the Veterans Retraining As-
sistance Program by providing assistance under such pro-
gram for certain training programs that are considered
less than full-time; H.R. 1842, the “Military Family
Home Protection Act”; H.R. 2011, the “Veterans’ Advi-
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sory Committee on Education Improvement Act of
2013”7; H.R. 2150, the “Homeless Veterans’ Reintegra-
tion Programs Reauthorization Act of 2013”; and H.R.
2481, the “Veterans G.I. Bill Enrollment Clarification
Act of 2013”, 11 a.m., 334 Cannon.

July 19, Subcommittee on Health, hearing on Safety
for Survivors: Care and Treatment for Military Sexual
Trauma, 10 a.m., 334 Cannon.

Committee on Ways and Means, July 17, Subcommittee
on Health, hearing on the Obama Administration’s recent
decision to delay the information reporting requirements
and penalties associated with the employer mandate in
the Affordable Care Act until 2015, 10 a.m., 1100 Long-
worth.

July 17, Subcommittee on Human Resources, hearing
entitled “What Really Works: Evaluating Current Efforts
to Help Families Support their Children and Escape Pov-
erty”, 4 p.m., 1100 Longworth.

July 18, Full Committee, hearing on President
Obama’s trade policy agenda with U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Michael Froman, 9 a.m., 1100 Longworth.

House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, July 16,
Full Committee, hearing entitled “Ongoing Intelligence
Activities”, 5 p.m., HVC-304. This is a closed hearing.

July 17, Full Committee, hearing entitled “Ongoing
Intelligence Activities”, 3:30 p.m., HVC-304. This is a
closed hearing.

July 18, Full Committee, hearing entitled “Ongoing
Intelligence Activities”, 10 a.m., HVC-304. This is a
closed hearing.

July 19, Full Committee, hearing entitled “Ongoing
Intelligence Activities”, 10 a.m., HVC-304. This is a
closed hearing.

Joint Meetings

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: July 16,
to receive a briefing on growing authoritarianism in Azer-
baijan, focusing on current events in Azerbaijan and the
prospect for a free and fair election, 2 p.m.,
SVC-201-00.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE
10 a.m., Tuesday, July 16

Senate Chamber

Program for Tuesday: At 10 a.m., Senator-elect Mar-
key, of Massachusetts, will be sworn in.

Senators should anticipate a vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the nomination of Richard Cordray, of
Ohio, to be Director, Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection at 11 a.m.

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
12 p.m., Tuesday, July 16

House Chamber

Program for Tuesday: Consideration of the following
measures under suspension of the rules: (1) H.R. 2576—
To amend title 49, United States Code, to modify re-
quirements relating to the availability of pipeline safety
regulatory documents, and for other purposes; (2) H.R.
1848—Small Airplane Revitalization Act of 2013, as
amended; and (3) H.R. 2611—To designate the head-
quarters building of the Coast Guard on the campus lo-
cated at 2701 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue Southeast
in the District of Columbia as the “Douglas A. Munro
Coast Guard Headquarters Building”, and for other pur-
poses.
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