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MARINES WILL NOT LEAVE THEIR
BROTHERS BEHIND

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of Corporal
Armando Torres, a 25-year-old marine
and Iraq war vet, who finds himself in
a desperate situation. More than 2
months ago, Corporal Torres was kid-
napped, along with his father and
uncle, from a Mexican ranch.

While the media’s lack of attention
has their kidnappers thinking we’ve
just given up, my colleagues and my
fellow marines in the House of Rep-
resentatives have a different message:
marines will not leave their brothers
behind, and the U.S. should not either.
We will not rest until we bring Cor-
poral Torres home.

Now is the time to send a message to
Torres’ kidnappers that their actions
against a U.S. citizen and a marine vet-
eran will not be tolerated. I urge my
fellow marines to join me on the House
floor and to demand action for Cor-
poral Torres and his family.

——

IMMIGRATION

(Ms. DUCKWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Madam Speaker,
last month, in Addison, Illinois, I held
an immigration roundtable with 38 or-
ganizations that spanned the political
spectrum. Attending were the cham-
bers of commerce, the ACLU, local col-
leges, and municipalities. They all told
me that now is the time to act on com-
prehensive immigration reform.

My neighbors know that, done right,
immigration reform can make our
communities stronger and that it can
provide opportunities for our busi-
nesses by expanding our workforce. Re-
form will make us safer by securing
our borders. We can help balance our
budget by letting millions of immi-
grants who are willing to make the
necessary sacrifices become tax-paying
American citizens. We must work to-
gether to provide a pathway to citizen-
ship as part of any comprehensive im-
migration reform legislation.

The Senate has passed such a bipar-
tisan proposal, and Members of the
House should reach across the aisle and
do the same. We cannot allow partisan-
ship and extremism to stop us from
making commonsense reforms that are
vital to the future of this great Nation.
Now is the time for Congress to pass
comprehensive immigration reform
legislation that is practical, fair, and
humane.

———

LET’S PUT OFF THE SUFFERING

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, this
evening, we had a difficult vote—not
difficult for some, but for some of us, it
was.

On the one hand, we had the Presi-
dent, who had announced he was going
to do the unconstitutional even though
he had pushed through ObamaCare
without a single Republican vote for it,
and people are beginning to realize just
how devastating this is. They’ve lost
their doctors; they’ve lost their insur-
ance, and they’re going to lose their in-
surance; people have been forced from
full time to part time, and now they’re
seeking more part-time work to make
up the difference; they’re being told
they’re losing their benefits.

This extra whammy for American
workers was going to be even more dev-
astating if the individual mandate
went through. Somebody making
$14,000 was either going to buy insur-
ance he couldn’t afford or pay extra in-
come tax.

Some of us knew if we would just let
the whole thing go through, then peo-
ple would be hurt, and they would de-
mand repeal; but I had to vote not to
make people suffer. Let’s put off the
suffering as long as possible and then,
hopefully, repeal it.

———————

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CARDENAS) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. CARDENAS. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to talk about comprehensive
immigration reform, but from a slight-
ly different standpoint from many of
my colleagues who frequently occupy
this Chamber with their perspectives.

Madam Speaker, we all know why we
need comprehensive immigration re-
form, why we need to fix this system
rather than depending on small, one-off
solutions. Our system is broken, and
we have to fix the entire immigration
system now.

Our farms do not have stable
workforces; our borders are not ade-
quately protected; far too many high-
tech companies are short the workers
they need to continue to innovate; our
schools attract the best and the bright-
est from around the world, but we can’t
keep sending them back after we edu-
cate them.

We know what needs to be fixed and
why. What will happen once we fix the
problems? Very simply, our economy
will skyrocket.

Report after report, study after study
says the same thing—the successful
implementation of comprehensive im-
migration reform will cut the deficit,
create manufacturing jobs and job op-
portunities nationwide, and create
more than 100,000 American jobs every
year for the next 10 years. We will see
$832 billion being pumped into our
economy over the next 10 years. As

H4579

producers and consumers in this great
Nation, undocumented immigrants
grow the economic pie by at least $30
billion as we speak. Legalization would
triple that number with various studies
pointing to a $1 trillion impact on our
gross domestic product right here in
the United States over the next 10
years.

Madam Speaker, I am joined by
many of my freshman class. This past
election, voters sent us to Washington
to solve problems like our broken im-
migration system, and that’s what we
want to do. It’s time to make immigra-
tion reform a reality, and it’s abso-
lutely time to let people know what
that reality really means for their own
pocketbooks—those of both American
citizens and immigrants. That’s what
we’re going to talk about tonight.

Madam Speaker, for those watching
at home, they can get in on one of the
conversations by tweeting us at
#CIRmeansjobs. If our constituents
have questions, we will answer them.

With that, I look forward to an inter-
esting and enlightening discussion to-
night.

I would like to start off by talking
with my colleague from California,
Congressman SWALWELL. One thing I
would like to ask this gentleman is
whether he thinks comprehensive im-
migration reform will help not only
create more job opportunities but also
expand our Nation’s workforce.

Mr. SWALWELL of California.
Madam Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from California, Congress-
man CARDENAS, for leading on this
issue and for bringing together the
freshman class on an issue that is im-
portant not just in California but
across the country—the question about
comprehensive immigration reform
and whether it means jobs.

We know that it’s the right thing to
do to welcome the 11 million undocu-
mented immigrants into our country
and to put them on a pathway to citi-
zenship. We also know that it’s good
for our economy, and I am happy to be
here today to talk about this. Every-
one agrees right now that our immigra-
tion system is broken. It must be re-
formed, not in a piecemeal manner, but
comprehensively to meet the needs of
the 21st century.

I represent a very diverse area, which
includes the cities of Hayward, Union
City, Fremont, Castro Valley, and San
Lorenzo, California, among other cit-
ies. In those cities are some of the 11
million undocumented individuals.
These are hardworking folks who come
here for the same reason that our an-
cestors came—to make life better for
themselves, their families, and their
children. We should welcome that. We
should embrace that they are choosing
to come here to America rather than to
go to other countries. It’s a very good
thing.

Tragically, right now, these undocu-
mented workers are in the shadows,
putting them at risk for exploitation
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