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demonstrated so adeptly by our own
President’s increase in Corporate Aver-
age Fuel Economy standards and his
call to action on climate just a few
weeks ago. Above all, we must com-
promise and work together and be in-
ventive and creative.

I'm not calling on the President for
another executive order. I'm not call-
ing on the Senate to move one more
piecemeal energy bill that lies holed up
in committee. I'm calling on this
House.

I know what the critics will say, and
my argument is the same as theirs: it’s
about jobs. Setting standards for car-
bon-pollution limits for coal plants
under the Clean Air Act will not shut-
ter all U.S. plants. On the contrary, it
will set achievable standards for exist-
ing plants until we can use a patch-
work solution to transition to cleaner
sources.

Still others will say the Clean Air
Act is a draconian doctrine that kills
job, slows down American progress, and
sets us back as a technology-advanced
Nation. Right? Wrong. The Clean Air
Act has been the impetus for the only
existing technologies that currently
exist for power plants, having been re-
quired to reduce emittance by 90 per-
cent by 2015. Without such directives
coming out of the EPA over the past 40
years, such advancements by polluting
power plants would never have been
voluntarily made.

We can transition with incentives
and a patchwork approach—and com-
promise.

Several weeks ago, when the Presi-
dent made a major drive on combating
climate change, it’s too bad he had to
bypass Congress to do it. But as a
Member of this body, I don’t blame
him. I would love to say we here in this
Chamber would be part of the solution,
but I understand why he believes we
cannot.

Since Congress has abdicated its de-
sire to pass climate legislation, natural
gas has become a panacea for fossil
fuel. It’s dirt cheap and ‘‘cleaner,” they
say. But it’s brought about a renais-
sance of dirty extraction like
hydrofracking or extracting gas from
shale in an oftentimes negligent and
toxic manner.

Also, our nuclear energy can’t com-
pete with China’s solar energy. China
provided over half the solar panel cells
in the U.S. That’s over $3.1 billion
within our domestic market—$3.1 bil-
lion we could be capitalizing on, infus-
ing small and mid-sized solar compa-
nies across the country, creating and
retaining green jobs.

Our attempt to deregulate or fight
rules promulgated from the EPA isn’t
working either. Take the bill we’re
considering this week, the Coal Residu-
als Reuse and Management Act, which
would set up a separate management
stream which would bypass the EPA.
Per the Congressional Research Serv-
ice, this standard, as established by the
bill, pays no mind to public health. The
CRS memo, written at the request of
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the House and Energy and Commerce
Committee states:

This bill fails to establish minimum na-
tional safeguards, fails to establish Federal
backstop authority, fails to define what fa-
cility the bill applies to, fails to contain any
minimum Federal requirement to protect
health and the environment.

It’s time this body became a relevant
advocate and participant in solving the
great questions that plague our Nation
today before we lose a chance to have
a tomorrow.

ENERGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, it’s been a tough week for
American consumers. Yesterday, it was
reported that under the Federal Bureau
of Land Management’s new proposed
onshore hydraulic fracturing regula-
tions, businesses will suffer—as will
the rate of production in developing
our Nation’s plentiful natural gas. Yes,
a clean and affordable resource.

Reuters News reports:

The Obama administration hopes the rules
on public lands will serve as a model for
State oversight of drilling on private lands.

This plan is no secret. U.S. Interior
Secretary Sally Jewell said as much in
her testimony before the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee in July.
Make no mistake: these Federal regu-
lations are being developed as a model
to be used across the country.

The development of our Nation’s do-
mestic energy resources has been one
of the few bright spots in a struggling
economy. It’s very clear how and why
this era of growth and innovation came
to be. Take a look at the production
rates on State and private lands versus
Federal lands and you will see why.
Production is up on the former and
way down on the latter. Unfortunately,
the administration wants to close this
gap by putting the Federal Govern-
ment in control and imposing costly
new mandates everywhere that produc-
tion is taking place.
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It’s bad for business, Mr. Speaker.
What’s worse, it’s bad for consumers by
making the cost of heating their homes
that much more expensive.

And it doesn’t stop with natural gas.
Coal is also in the administration’s
crosshairs. Only with coal, the White
House has a hair trigger, a scope, and a
silencer. Case in point: a sweeping new
coal regulation quietly being put for-
ward by the administration known as
the Stream Buffer Zone Rule.

Yesterday, Joseph Pizarchik, Direc-
tor of the Federal Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
at the U.S. Department of the Interior,
testified before the House Natural Re-
sources Committee on the new rule.
The Interior Department has largely
stonewalled the Committee’s investiga-
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tion into the rewrite of the coal regula-
tion and failed to comply with multiple
subpoenas.

Similar to the Director’s testimony,
the entire rulemaking process for this
new regulation has lacked trans-
parency. What we do know is that the
administration has failed to even con-
sider the new rule’s economic impact
on local economies, such as those in
my home State of Pennsylvania.

Unfortunately, the conduct of OSM is
emblematic of the Obama administra-
tion’s complete disregard for the
health of our economy. As many as
220,000 jobs are at risk in the Appa-
lachia region alone as a consequence of
the proposed rule. Thousands more are
at stake nationally.

DOI regulations require that OSM
collaborate ‘‘to the fullest extent pos-
sible” with the States developing this
rule. DOI regulations also require that
OSM collaborate with States ‘‘at the
earliest possible time” so that all
stakeholders can evaluate the rule and
consider possible alternatives.

Yesterday, when asked whether or
not States have been provided with in-
formation regarding the new rule and
related changes, the OSM Director
stated he does not believe that there
have been any contacts during the last
year with the impacted States. When
further pressed as to whether his office
had made any contact with States and
other cooperating agencies, the Direc-
tor stated that he was unaware of any
such communications.

Mr. Speaker, this White House will
stop at no end to assault the fossil
fuels industry along with the millions
of jobs it supports and the low energy
costs that it provides.

Mr. Speaker, protecting the environ-
ment and developing our abundant nat-
ural resources, such as coal and nat-
ural gas, are not mutually exclusive,
but this is not something that this ad-
ministration would like to admit.

This week, the administration con-
tinued to move ahead with policies
that will cost more jobs and further
harm family budgets through higher
electricity rates. This week, the ad-
ministration continued to grossly un-
derestimate the cumulative impact of
their regulatory actions. And this week
was another tough week for the Amer-
ican consumer.

———

ISSUES FACING AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
listened to many of my good friends
and to colleagues. We are, in fact, good
friends and colleagues hoping to do
what is right on behalf of the American
people. I always appreciate and respect
those individuals who have chosen to
serve the Nation, so I take issue very
briefly with my good friend and col-
league about the criminal acts of one
of the most honest and forthright At-
torney Generals of the United States of
America.
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