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Attorney General Holder has not
been charged with criminal activity,
except for the aggressive and desperate
actions of our Republican friends. He
has been noted for his great leadership
on civil rights and criminal justice
issues. He’s been a leader on the pro-
hibiting and fighting against human
trafficking. And certainly he has been
one who has stood up for our children
in this Nation, and also the many law
enforcement officers who are on the
front lines protecting us here in Amer-
ica. I hope that we can respect those
who offer themselves to the service of
this Nation for as long as Attorney
General Eric Holder has done.

I have listened to friends as well
speak about the devastation of the se-
quester. I again suggest to my col-
leagues that, through H.R. 900, a simple
bill that eliminates the sequester and
goes back to the budget reconciliation
of 2011 and, as well, to force or to push
this Republican majority to move to
conference, would be the better ap-
proach.

I, too, have gone and delivered meals
for Meals on Wheels, and I've seen the
faces of seniors who will now face seri-
ous cuts in this effort. I see the loss of
750,000 jobs. I see the impact on the
economy, where the unemployment has
stayed somewhat static. But when you
go into the business community and
the hesitation, even though Wall
Street is thriving, it all points to the
fact of the sequester. It has become a
dirty word. It has become one that has
victimized the American pubic: it has
victimized young families; it has vic-
timized college students; it has victim-
ized seniors; it has victimized those
who are ill. And yet we continue to,
piece by piece, fix the FAA problem but
do not address the 70,000 children that
are suffering and losing seats in Head
Starts.

I remember, as the Head Start seats
were being lost, fathers crying when
they were told by their Head Start fa-
cility that their child would no longer
have a seat. It seems sad that we would
cut Head Start or disaster aid by $1 bil-
lion because we have Head Start, or the
Department of Transportation, $1.9 bil-
lion, when many of us know that those
are the basic reasons for job creation is
building America’s infrastructure.

As we plod along with sequester and
we see good public workers not being
able to work—and might I just say, let
me thank our own staff, which gets
condemned all the time. You work for
a U.S. Member of Congress, and every
day our staff fights to help some con-
stituent keep their house from being
foreclosed on or keep a Medicare re-
cipient continuing to get their benefits
or veterans, and yet we are furloughing
them. We are cutting people that are
mere workers, that are working for us.
They can’t make ends meet. They’re
getting second jobs. It’s a disgrace. It’s
an absolute disgrace. I am not going to
condemn our staff—committee staff,
government staff. They are working for
the American people.
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Then I want to offer a disagreement,
Mr. Speaker. I know the Senate is
going to vote on a student loan pro-
gram. They say it’s a compromise.
Well, I've got to tell my students, be-
cause I've held campus meetings, we’ve
met, I've got to tell them and I've got
to tell the parents, yes, they’re going
to get a low interest rate today, but
watch out for tomorrow because it’s a
trigger. Before you know it, they may
be paying 10 percent.

They say it’s a cap, but I don’t know
what the cap is going to be as it relates
to whether a student can pay 6 percent
or 7 percent, when they can stay at 3.4
percent. As someone said, why should
the Federal Government be making
money on the backs of students? I'm
concerned about that.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, let me say
there has been a lot of discussion this
week about issues of race, issues of the
tragedy of Trayvon Martin. I intend to
introduce the Justice Exists for All
Act, a review, as Senator MCCAIN has
suggested, of the Stand Your Ground
legislation across America. It will in-
crease public safety. It will reduce the
incidence of gun violence, among other
things, by providing incentives for any
State with the Stand Your Ground law
to amend it to require a duty to re-
treat. For States that do not require a
duty to retreat, we will question their
Federal funding and assess their Jus-
tice Department funding and reduce it
by 20 percent.

We will also decrease the incidence of
gun violence resulting from vigilantes
by reducing by 20 percent the funds
that would otherwise be allocated for
that fiscal year to any State that does
not require local neighborhood watch
programs be registered with a local en-
forcement agency, and require the At-
torney General, Mr. Speaker, to study
Stand Your Ground laws.

Let’s speak to the pain of the Amer-
ican people. Let’s look at ways of fix-
ing the law.

——
COMMENDING ERIC WOLF ON HIS
ACCEPTANCE TO THE U.S.
NAVAL ACADEMY
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend an extraordinary
young man from Tennessee’s Fourth
Congressional District. Eric Wolf was
accepted to and is now attending the
United States Naval Academy in An-
napolis, Maryland.

Since middle school, Eric has been
preparing for a career in the military.
He follows the path of both his grand-
fathers—one who was a marine, and the
other a World War II veteran.

Eric said that he felt the call to serve
his country after reading the book
“Lone Survivor,” which led him to
look at what he was doing to give back
to our great Nation.

In addition to his appointment, Eric
built a solid reputation in his home-
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town of Cleveland, Tennessee. He grad-
uated from McCallie High School with
a 4.1 GPA and was a star athlete.

Eric’s drive and unabashed patriot-
ism exemplify the best of our country.
I wish him the best of luck and know
that he will make us all proud.

——————

END HUNGER NOW #19—CHEFS
FIGHTING HUNGER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, for
the 19th time this year, I rise to talk
about my effort to End Hunger Now.
Nearly every week this year, I'’ve stood
on this floor and talked about hunger
in America and how we can End Hun-
ger Now.

Today, I want to talk about a group
of people who are fighting hunger
around this country. At first, they may
seem like an unlikely group of
antihunger advocates; but look deeper,
and it’s easy to see how their connec-
tion to good, healthy food makes them
natural allies in our effort to End Hun-
ger Now.

Mr. Speaker, I'm talking about
America’s chefs, the culinary artists
who cook for all of us, whether we’re
eating at a neighborhood restaurant or
fine dining establishments. America’s
chefs have recognized that hunger and
obesity are problems in America, and
they know how important access to
healthy food is for proper development
no matter what age a hungry or mal-
nourished person is.

Chefs across this country, including
White House Chef Sam Kass, have ral-
lied behind First Lady Michelle
Obama’s Let’s Move Campaign, and es-
pecially the healthy eating component
of her campaign. They understand that
healthy food is critical for healthy bod-
ies and minds. But what’s less well
known is that these same chefs have
also picked up the mantle of hunger in
America. They realize that hunger and
obesity are the opposite sides of the
same coin—that it’s possible to be hun-
gry and obese simply because you lack
money to buy healthy foods; and, in
many cases, healthier options, includ-
ing fresh fruits and vegetables, simply
aren’t available.

That’s why these chefs have been
working on eliminating food deserts,
those areas, both urban and rural,
where there isn’t access to low-cost,
healthy, and nutritious foods. And
they’ve been working with food banks
and other antihunger organizations on
ways to provide food to poor and needy
Americans. This includes vigorously
defending SNAP and the child nutri-
tion programs.

One of the great leaders on hunger
from the culinary industry is Tom
Colicchio, someone I'm proud to call a
friend and ally. Tom wears several
hats: he’s a successful restauranteur
with restaurants across this country
from Los Angeles to New York, and
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