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Nabeel Rajab is not alone. Scores of
prisoners are incarcerated in Bahrain
because they have called for meaning-
ful reforms. Nabeel Rajab’s abusive
treatment by Bahraini security forces
starkly contradicts Bahrain’s pro-
nouncements of full-fledged support for
human rights.

I ask for the immediate release of
Nabeel Rajab and seek the full support
of Congress and the Obama administra-
tion.

Nabeel Rajab is a focus of the Defend-
ing Freedoms Project, a collaborative
initiative spearheaded by the Tom Lan-
tos Human Rights Commission that in-
vites Members of Congress to stand up
for prisoners of conscience around the
world through various actions. Today,
I invite my colleagues to take part in
this important nonpartisan oppor-
tunity. Our voices can make a dif-
ference in the release of these pris-
oners.

———

DAINES SPEAKS IN SUPPORT OF
AMASH AMENDMENT

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, after
spending 12 years in the technology
sector—more specifically, cloud com-
puting—I know firsthand the power
that data holds. I also understand the
potential for abuse and the threats to
Americans’ civil liberties that come
with mass collections of data.

Recent reports of the NSA blanket
collection of Americans’ phone records
demonstrate the serious need for re-
forms to protect liberty and prevent
abuse. That’s why I'm proud to support
Congressman AMASH’S amendment to
prevent the NSA from using the Pa-
triot Act to collect the records of
Americans who are not subject to a Pa-
triot Act investigation.

This amendment helps protect law-
abiding Americans from government
overreach. The status quo is not unac-
ceptable, and I hope this amendment
will be a driving force for much-needed
reforms and greater transparency and
accountability.

We’ve seen what Big Government
looks like. No one would have thought
that the IRS would turn against the
American people, and yet here we are.
We must always be vigilant and guard-
ed against the overreach of power.

I will continue fighting to defend lib-
erty. I urge my colleagues to support
this amendment and stand for Ameri-
cans’ Fourth Amendment protections.

————

SAINT ANNE CATHOLIC PARISH
40TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, this weekend, Saint Anne
Catholic Parish in Union City is cele-
brating its 40th anniversary festival.
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Saint Anne was founded in 1860 as a
mission in the old Alvarado District
before the city of Union City even ex-
isted. The current parish was estab-
lished in 1973 and has been serving the
surrounding community ever since.

Today, Saint Anne is one of the larg-
est parishes in my congressional dis-
trict, with over 5,000 parishioners, led
by my friend, Father Geoffrey Baraan.
With Father Geoffrey’s guidance, Saint
Anne helps serve the ethnically and
culturally diverse community of Union
City, and it helps ensure that the
church lives up to its core mission, to
‘“lead with compassion.”’

Through its parishioners, youth min-
istry, and hardworking staff, Saint
Anne continues to help the homeless
and the hungry of its community. This
annual festival serves as a celebration
and a reminder of the hard work and
selfless service that went into building
Saint Anne’s. The funds raised during
the festival will help the church con-
tinue to serve with collaboration, fel-
lowship, and stewardship.

I wish Saint Anne all the best and
hope they have a great 40th anniver-
sary festival.

———

LACEY ACT

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, an
American can be tried in a U.S. court
and sent to an American prison for vio-
lating an obscure foreign law. Yes, you
heard that right. That has already hap-
pened under a little-known provision in
the Lacey Act.

The Lacey Act became the law in 1900
as a good protection against poachers,
but it’s been expanded since. Now, if
you unknowingly import a product
that violates a regulation from an ex-
porting country, you can end up in a
U.S. Federal courtroom and sent to a
Federal prison.

One seafood importer spent 6 years in
jail for importing lobsters that vio-
lated a regulation in Honduras. A few
lobster tails were too small, and they
were shipped in plastic instead of card-
board. Even the Honduran Government
said these rules were obsolete.

Then Gibson Guitar had to pay
$350,000 to settle Federal charges that
the company bought wood from Mada-
gascar that was a sixth of an inch too
thick.

It’s time to end unreasonable and un-
constitutional prosecutions of Ameri-
cans on American soil for obscure for-
eign laws. The Lacey Act violates the
rule of law and it needs to be changed.

———

DEROGATORY STATEMENTS
REGARDING DREAMERS

(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica expects Members of Congress to ex-
emplify what is great about our coun-
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try. They expect us to represent vir-
tues of tolerance, respect, and intel-
ligence. Generalizations about chil-
dren, about entire races of people are
intolerant, disrespectful, and not very
intelligent. Our country expects better
from us. Recent comments made by
one colleague across the aisle are far
below those expectations.

Forget for a moment that the
DREAM Act is the right thing to do
and will help grow our economy. For-
get that most DREAMers are the best
and the brightest of our country, and
that passing the DREAM Act will in-
crease DREAMers’ earnings by an ag-
gregate of 19 percent, totaling $148 bil-
lion in wages by 2030, triggering more
spending on goods and services
throughout our economy and gener-
ating $181 billion in increased economic
growth by 2030, creating millions of
jobs for Americans. Forget that pro-
viding a strong incentive for DREAM-
ers to further their education will add
223,000 college diplomas to the work-
force and open doors to better paying
jobs. Forget all that, and remember
that these are children and young
adults. These are human beings. They
deserve better than the derogatory
statements of my Republican col-
league. The American people deserve
better.

——
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COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY AND
ACCESSIBILITY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Federal
Government is not the master pup-
peteer of higher education, though a
litany of burdensome regulations sug-
gest that’s what it’s angling for.

We all want college to be more af-
fordable and we want to ensure stu-
dents throughout the country who
work hard have the opportunity to at-
tend a high-quality school. But Federal
attempts to regulate those goals into
existence unilaterally are counter-
productive and costly.

Restrictive regulations stifle pio-
neering institutions at a time when
forward-thinking solutions are des-
perately needed to meet the changing
demands of an increasingly diverse
American student body.

With less punitive Federal interven-
tion, Congress will be able to work
carefully with students, families, edu-
cators, and higher learning institutions
to address the issues of college afford-
ability, accountability, and trans-
parency during the reauthorization of
the Higher Education Act.

The administration should think out-
side the box with us so that education
can be more accessible and affordable.
We should start by reducing the size of
the costly regulatory footprint in high-
er education.
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