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Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor Walter Thomas Durham,
a man who did great things for Ten-
nessee and for the future generations of
Tennesseans.

Tennessee has one of the great his-
tories of our United States. Ten-
nesseans fought and tipped the balance
of the Revolutionary War at the Battle
of Kings Mountain. Tennessee produced
three of the first 17 Presidents. Ten-
nessee had more Civil War battles than
any other State, except Virginia.

Tennessee is proud of its history, and
Walter Durham is a giant in the world
of Tennessee history. Like so many
brave members of his generation, Mr.
Durham served in the U.S. Army in
World War II, seeing action in north
Africa and Italy with the U.S. Army
Air Corps. He went to Vanderbilt Uni-
versity and, after he graduated, started
a building supply company in Gallatin
called Durham Building Supply. He
went on to launch another business,
Gallatin Aluminum Products Com-
pany, which he and his partners later
sold.

Then, in the early 1970s, he was en-
couraged by his doctor to establish a
hobby that would reduce his stress. So,
at the suggestion of a friend, Mr. Dur-
ham started a book on the history of
Sumner County. As Sumner County’s
history goes, the county has a pretty
amazing one. Some of middle Ten-
nessee’s early forts and settlements
were in Sumner County. Sumner Coun-
ty had characters such as Kasper
Mansker and Thomas ‘‘Big Foot” Spen-
cer, a man of legendary size and
strength who once spent a cold winter
alone, living in a hollow sycamore tree.
Sumner County was a place where
there were violent raids made on early
forts and cabins by Creek and
Chickamaugan Indians. In fact, his
book on Sumner County’s history
would be the first of 24 that he wrote
on the local and State history.

He wrote books about the history of
thoroughbred racing in Tennessee; Ten-
nessee Governor William Trousdale,
who fought in the War of 1812; James
Winchester, another veteran of the War
of 1812 and a man who cofounded the
city of Memphis with Andrew Jackson;
and a book about General Daniel
Smith, a U.S. Senator and the surveyor
who created the first map of Tennessee.
He wrote a very detailed two-volume
history of Nashville during the Civil
War, and these two books were the
ones he later said he was the most
proud of. He also wrote a book called
“Volunteer Forty-Niners,” about peo-
ple who left Tennessee to take part in
the California Gold Rush. In fact, Ten-
nesseans were some of the first people
to hold public office in California.

In short, Walter Durham created an
entire shelf of books that people inter-
ested in Tennessee’s history should
have in their libraries, and he gener-
ously gave the book rights and pro-
ceeds to various entities across the
State.

In addition to writing, he was a long-
time member of the Tennessee Histor-
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ical Society and served as its President
from 1973 to 1975. He was also the chair-
man of the Tennessee Historical Com-
mission and the founding president of
the Tennessee Historical Alliance, now
known as the Tennessee Preservation
Trust.

In 2002, Tennessee Governor Don
Sundquist appointed him to the official
post of the Tennessee State Historian.
He was appointed by Governor Phil
Bredesen in 2008 to continue to hold his
title until his death.

Two years ago, he was awarded the
honorary doctorate from Tusculum
College to commemorate his work on
behalf of Tennessee’s historical signifi-
cance.

Mr. Durham also took time to en-
courage others. Ten years ago, a young
man in Tennessee decided to start an
organization to help public school-
teachers teach Tennessee history and
civics using the Internet. His very first
endorsement letter was from Walter
Durham, a man who handwrote every
one of his books in pencil. These hand-
written manuscripts now reside at the
Vanderbilt Library Archives.

He was also a devoted Sunday school
teacher at the First United Methodist
Church in Gallatin.

Mr. Durham passed away on May 24,
2013. He is survived by Anna Armstrong
Coile Durham, his wife of 64 years, and
his four children and four grand-
children. Tennessee and the Durham
family will miss this great man.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 28
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
[ 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day.

Bless now the men and women of the
people’s House. Call forth leaders from
their number, who understand that
courage exercised in the fulfillment of
their legislative responsibilities might
cost them popularity now, but reap
them praise in the future from our
American descendants.

May they take solace in knowing
that it has always been this way with
great leaders.

We thank You for their hard work.
Give them the consolation of knowing,
in finding difficult but necessary solu-
tions to America’s challenges, they
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will have done their best work for all of
our Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————
ALERT ACT

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, in
North Carolina, small businesses are a
primary driver of the economy. These
businesses, like many across the coun-
try, are harmed by excessive regula-
tion.

Over the past 4 years, our Nation’s
cumulative regulatory cost burden has
increased by $520 billion. What’s worse
is this administration has failed to dis-
close, as required by law, the effects of
new regulations in a timely manner.
The administration is required to sub-
mit a regulatory agenda twice a year,
but they have consistently failed to do
S0.

Madam Speaker, small businesses are
not given enough notice of how new
regulations will affect their tough deci-
sions, whether to cut a worker’s hours
or wages or adjust their business plan
otherwise. That is why I introduced,
Madam Speaker, the ALERT Act, H.R.
2804, the All Economic Regulations are
Transparent Act, to ensure that the ad-
ministration publishes its regulatory
agenda in a timely manner.

Madam Speaker, the least this ad-
ministration can do for small busi-
nesses is follow the law and provide no-
tice as to what regulations are coming
down the pipeline.

———
MEDICARE ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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