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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate an important
accomplishment for our Nation, as it
was 48 years ago today that President
Johnson signed Medicare into law, thus
cementing a promise to our Nation’s
seniors.

Before Medicare, nearly 30 percent of
seniors lived below the poverty line
and American life expectancy was 70
years old. Since then, the poverty rate
has plummeted all the way down to 7.5
percent and life expectancy has risen
to 78-1/2 years.

Madam Speaker, Medicare is a sacred
promise that we made, and it is a sa-
cred promise that we must keep, de-
spite the House Republicans’ addiction
to slash-and-burn policies. If the House
Republicans got their way, they would
replace Medicare with a voucher sys-
tem, removing the certainty of what
seniors will receive. These are benefits
that have been earned and paid for, but
turning Medicare into a voucher sys-
tem will result in reduced benefits and
increased health care costs.

The Democratic Party, however, be-
lieves that working families should not
lose their life savings in their golden
years to pay for health care, and they
should not suffer without treatment
due to an inability to pay for medical
services. The Democratic Party be-
lieves that seniors deserve the cer-
tainty of Medicare.

Madam Speaker, on this day, the 48th
anniversary of Medicare, I pledge to
uphold the promises we made to sen-
iors and to never turn my back on
working families.

———

HONORING COLONEL GEORGE E.
“BUD” DAY

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I would like to dedicate my
time to one of America’s greatest war-
riors, Colonel George E. “‘Bud’ Day,
who passed away this past weekend.

A veteran of three wars, a POW at
the infamous Hanoi Hilton, and a
Medal of Honor recipient, Colonel Day
set the standard for service to country.
A patriot in the truest sense of the
word, Colonel Day never stopped work-
ing and looking out for his brothers in
arms. After the military, he spent 40
years as an advocate for his fellow vet-
erans.

Colonel Day was a loving husband, a
father, a grandfather, and someone I
was honored and very humbled to rep-
resent here in Congress. Our commu-
nity and countless others will miss his
unwavering perseverance and opti-
mism.

Colonel Day’s legacy will endure for
years to come. I ask that we keep him
and the entire Day family in our pray-
ers.
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48TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE
AND MEDICAID

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I rise this afternoon to celebrate the
48th anniversary of Medicare and Med-
icaid and the security they provide for
seniors and persons with disabilities,
half of whom live on less than $22,000,
total, a year. Half of all seniors before
Medicare had no insurance at all.

Listen to my constituent, Nan An-
derson from Evanston:

It was a tremendous relief to become eligi-
ble for Medicare. Basically, I am a well per-
son but have had some costly procedures, all
of which have been covered. Currently, I am
recovering from a spinal fusion. If it weren’t
for Medicare, I would never have reached
this point. Without the surgery, I would like-
ly have been reduced to a dependent person.
Now I know that I will be able to walk nor-
mally and unaided for several years.

We made improvements in Medicare
in ObamaCare—lower drug costs, free
preventive services, fraud-cutting, and
improved quality. Medicaid pays for 40
percent of all long-term care costs.

Today, I voice my support for Medi-
care and Medicaid and my vigorous op-
position to benefit cuts that will harm
those who depend on them.

———

PHONEY SCANDALS—*T THINK
NOT”

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the President says the country is being
distracted by phoney scandals. A more
accurate statement would be the Presi-
dent is using phoney distractions to
cover up the administration’s scandals.
Here are two of them:

Fast and Furious. The ATF, with
Justice Department knowledge, smug-
gles 2,000 automatic weapons to Mexi-
can drug cartels. Americans are killed.
Two hundred Mexican nationals killed,
including two police chiefs and even a
beauty queen. No one is held account-
able. Nobody goes to jail. Lower-level
operatives blamed. Eric ‘““Withholder”
held in contempt for withholding evi-
dence from Congress. The administra-
tion wants us to forget their fiasco.

Benghazi, Libya. Four Americans
killed by terrorists. The United States
refuses to send help during the fire-
fight. Four Americans left behind. No
killer is ever captured. The administra-
tion misleads the American public and
blames the attack on a video, not the
terrorists. No one goes to jail. No ac-
countability. Lower-level operatives
blamed. The administration wants us
to forget their fiasco.

Are these distractions and phoney
scandals the President is talking
about? Well, tell that to the families of
the murdered Americans and Mexican
nationals. A Navy SEAL put it best:
“Phoney scandals don’t come home in
body bags.”
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So, Mr. Speaker, the next time you
visit with the President, tell him these
“‘distractions’’—these ‘‘phoney scan-
dals’’—are not going away. The Amer-
ican people are going to get the truth,
whether the President likes it or not.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

WOUNDED WARRIOR SERVICE DOG
ACT OF 2013

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
today, I am introducing the bipartisan
Wounded Warrior Service Dog Act of
2013. This important bill aims to ad-
dress a demonstrated need among our
veteran population. With so many vet-
erans returning from war, bearing both
physical and emotional scars, we must
do all we can to provide treatment that
works.

On a recent visit to the National
Education for Assistance Dog Services,
or NEADS, located in Princeton, Mas-
sachusetts, I heard amazing stories
about how service dogs are helping to
treat veterans with physical disabil-
ities, as well as those suffering from
posttraumatic stress. This nonprofit
organization has connected many de-
serving veterans with service dogs over
the past few years with incredible re-
sults.

In recent years, the demand for serv-
ice dogs has grown significantly, and
organizations like NEADS are having
trouble meeting high levels of demand.
To address this shortage, the Wounded
Warrior Service Dog Act of 2013 would
create a competitive grant program for
nonprofits that train service dogs for
use by veterans. It is my sincere hope
that through this program we can bet-
ter connect our veterans with service
dogs in an effort to ease their transi-
tion into civilian life.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

————

JOBS AREN'T MADE WITH
REDTAPE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it is not sur-
prising that many Americans think the
Federal Government is out of touch.
Washington is filled with unelected
regulators who have never owned a
small business or created a job. These
regulators are disconnected from the
costs their rules impose on small busi-
nesses, which amount to roughly $8,000
per employee each year.

Regulators fail to see that each un-
necessary, duplicative, or contradic-
tory rule they impose forces American
entrepreneurs to waste time and
money satisfying government instead
of hiring new employees or investing in
their families.

The American people are asking,
“Where are the jobs?” and they are
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