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JOBS, JOBS, JOBS 
(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s now been 941 days since I arrived in 
Congress, and the Republican leader-
ship has still not allowed one single 
vote on serious legislation to address 
our unemployment crisis. 

According to a new survey by the As-
sociated Press, 80 percent of adults ex-
perience either prolonged unemploy-
ment, a year or more reliance on gov-
ernment aid such as food stamps, or 
poverty-level income at some point in 
their lives. That’s four out of five 
Americans experiencing severe eco-
nomic insecurity at least once. 

Mr. Speaker, is this the land of op-
portunity? The people demand a rem-
edy. 

It’s time to bring the American Jobs 
Act to the floor. It deserves a vote. The 
American Jobs Act prevents layoffs, in-
vests in long-term job creation, and ex-
pands workforce training. 

Mr. Speaker, the mantra of this Con-
gress should be: jobs, jobs, jobs. 

f 

IN DEFENSE OF FREEDOM 
(Mr. STEWART asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in defense of freedom. I rise in 
defense of the ideals that our Founding 
Fathers fought and bled and died for. I 
believe we are in a fight for the very 
heart and soul of our country. 

We know that IRS agents targeted 
conservative groups and individuals. 
No one has been held to account for 
this. Such arrogance and impunity can-
not go unanswered. 

We know that Federal regulations 
are being proposed that will cost tril-
lions of dollars and millions of jobs. 
These regulations are being proposed 
without any transparency or account-
ability to the people. Such arrogance 
cannot go unanswered. 

Thanks to this administration, more 
and more Americans believe in the idea 
of Big Government. We have Benghazi. 
We have ObamaCare. We have the 
politicization of the Justice Depart-
ment. We have government snooping 
on journalists. 

The Federal Government was created 
to serve the people, and it is now 
standing with its boot on the necks of 
the people. 

Our Founding Fathers would not rec-
ognize the Nation that we have be-
come. We can change this. Join with 
me as we fight to overcome govern-
ment abuse. 

f 

IN OPPOSITION TO CUTTING COM-
MUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
GRANT FUNDING 
(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to the 50 percent cut 
in the Community Development Block 
Grant program in the Transportation- 
Housing and Urban Development bill 
currently being considered. This cut is 
reckless and punitive to communities 
in need. 

This year, western New York commu-
nities are scheduled to receive a total 
of $22.2 million, which they plan to use 
to improve public infrastructure, polic-
ing facilities, and fund economic devel-
opment initiatives. The bill before us 
cuts that funding in half to $11 million 
next year. 

Cutting Community Development 
Block Grant funding is completely 
counterproductive and will cost the 
country in the long term. These cuts 
will erode community revitalization 
and job creation, only adding to the fi-
nancial burden on our Federal budget 
in the long run. 

I urge the House to reject these cuts 
to our communities and defeat this 
shortsighted bill. 

f 

VOTE AGAINST ADJOURNMENT 
(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with disappointment because 
Congress plans to adjourn without ad-
dressing critical issues important to 
the American people. 

It shouldn’t take a government shut-
down threat in September each year to 
will Congress to do its job. It also 
should not be difficult to achieve an ef-
ficient, lean, and functional govern-
ment with a real budget and appropria-
tions blueprint. 

I appreciate that district work peri-
ods allow Members to visit with folks 
back in their community, but this Au-
gust the work is too important. Unfor-
tunately, Congress has not completed 
the job it needs to. It has not com-
pleted the work of the people. Too 
much unfinished business requires 
some overtime and it begs Members to 
stay and finish. 

Let’s clear our schedules, vote 
against the adjournment of Congress 
for the month of August, and stay in 
Washington to finish the business of 
the people. 

As I was last August, I’m prepared to 
stay in Washington as long as it takes. 
These issues are too important to wait. 

f 

IN OPPOSITION TO CUTTING COM-
MUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
GRANT FUNDING 
(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to the deep and drastic cuts 
to the Transportation-HUD appropria-
tions bill. 

In existence since 1974, the CDBG 
program has invested $135 billion to 

local communities. In this Chamber, it 
is often said that we need to make sure 
that government is more efficient and 
reduces wasting taxpayers’ dollars. 
Well, I am happy to report that this 
program continues to be one of HUD’s 
most efficient programs, with grantees 
devoting on average 94 percent of 
CDBG funds directly to efforts that 
provide benefits to low- and moderate- 
income families. The Republican chair-
person has said, ‘‘Cutting over $7 bil-
lion in programs was very chal-
lenging.’’ 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I say if this Cham-
ber cuts these programs that provides 
jobs and infrastructure development, I 
can assure you that the children, the 
seniors, and the families helped by 
these programs will find it much more 
challenging dealing with $7 billion in 
cuts. 

I urge you to oppose these cuts. 
f 

HOLDING ATTORNEY GENERAL 
HOLDER ACCOUNTABLE 

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address truly disturbing com-
ments President Obama made during 
his hour-long speech on July 24. He 
mentioned ‘‘an endless parade of dis-
tractions and phony scandals,’’ as if to 
belittle the significance of these sto-
ries. Well, there’s nothing phony about 
the deaths linked to Attorney General 
Holder’s Operation Fast and Furious. 

Beside me is a photo of blood running 
through the streets of Mexico, the 
blood of high school students murdered 
by guns Holder’s DOJ sold to Mexican 
drug cartels. This massacre is far from 
phony, Mr. President. Brian Terry, the 
Border Patrol agent murdered by vio-
lent criminals whom Holder’s DOJ gave 
the guns to, is definitely not phony. 

These deaths are real. 
What else is real? Attorney General 

Holder’s violation of the law, the rami-
fications of which are far from phony. 
As Supreme Court Justice Brandeis 
said: 

In a government of laws, the existence of 
the government will be imperiled if it fails 
to observe the law scrupulously. If govern-
ment becomes a lawbreaker, it breeds con-
tempt for law; it invites every man to be-
come a law unto himself. It invites anarchy. 

I ask you, has the Attorney General 
invited anarchy? 

I will continue to make my case here 
in the people’s House, at the people’s 
pulpit. I will be back. 

f 

THE ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE 
AND MEDICAID 

(Mr. LOEBSACK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to recognize the 48th anniversary 
of Medicare and Medicaid. 
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I grew up in poverty, and my grand-

mother often relied on Social Security 
survivor benefits to put food on the 
table. I know firsthand how important 
initiatives like Medicare and Medicaid 
are to seniors and families in America. 
No senior should have to make the 
choice between putting food on the 
table and paying for their medication. 

Our country’s retirees have paid into 
Medicare their entire lives. That is 
why it is so critical that those who 
have worked hard get their earned ben-
efits. 

Medicaid is critical to low-income 
families and individuals with disabil-
ities that depend on the program for 
their basic health care needs, many of 
whom are struggling just to get by. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
to strengthen and protect Medicare and 
Medicaid to ensure that the promise of 
health and economic security will be 
there for generations to come. 

f 

THE FATHER OF FRACKING 

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
last week, Texas and America’s energy 
industry lost a friend. George Mitchell, 
who many knew as the ‘‘father of 
fracking,’’ passed away last week at his 
home in Galveston, Texas. While his 
death is a sad occasion, his legacy will 
live on as the energy industry con-
tinues to grow and prosper. Texas now 
stands ranked as No. 14 in the world in 
oil and gas production, largely due to 
Mr. Mitchell’s innovation. 

Not only was George an energy inno-
vator, he was a community builder. He 
was a visionary. He developed the 
Woodlands Master Community when 
many just saw it as useless swampland. 
Mr. Mitchell also played an integral 
role in reviving what I consider a pre-
cious gem in my district: the island of 
Galveston. George and his wife put 
countless hours and resources into re-
storing the strand which helped keep 
the island a popular tourist destination 
and number one in Texas, for that mat-
ter. 

It’s important that we remember 
George Mitchell not only for his con-
tribution to Texas business, but also 
for his zeal and tenacity to give back 
to the communities where he lived and 
worked. 

I’m RANDY WEBER, and that’s the 
way I see it from where I sit here in 
America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. EMILY RUFFO 

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I’m proud to recognize Dr. 
Emily Ruffo, administrator of the Hay-
ward Police Department’s Youth and 
Family Services Bureau, who has been 

named the California School Resource 
Officer Association’s Law Enforcement 
Administrator of the Year. She’ll be 
honored with this award today at the 
School Safety Conference in Anaheim. 

She’s been helping kids and families 
for years, joining the Hayward Youth 
and Family Services Bureau in 2011. 
Just this year, Dr. Ruffo was promoted 
to be administrator of the bureau, and 
her work has been a great help to Hay-
ward and the entire 15th Congressional 
District. 

The bureau Dr. Ruffo leads offers 
services to youth such as counseling to 
help keep kids out of trouble. For kids 
who have violated the law, it offers an 
alternative to juvenile justice to get 
them back on the right track. As a 
former prosecutor in the Alameda 
County District Attorney’s office, I’ve 
worked closely with the Hayward Po-
lice Department and know how impor-
tant this program is. 

Dr. Ruffo is rightly being recognized 
for her commitment and care for the 
children and families of the East Bay. 
It’s people like her willing to dedicate 
their careers to helping those at risk 
who are helping to provide us with a 
brighter future. 

On behalf of the people of Hayward 
and the entire 15th Congressional Dis-
trict, I want to thank Dr. Ruffo for her 
service, congratulate her on her award, 
and wish her continued success. 

f 

REGULATING THE RABBIT 
(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, 
Washington bureaucrats are up to their 
old tricks again. They’re interfering 
with how we run our businesses, dic-
tating the type of health insurance we 
have to purchase, and stonewalling 
tax-exempt status based on political 
speech. Now they’re going so far as to 
tell magicians how to do their magic 
shows. 

Let me introduce you to Marty 
Hahne. He’s an area magician from 
Missouri who’s been doing magic shows 
for children in southern Missouri for 
over 27 years. This summer, he received 
a chilling letter from the Federal Gov-
ernment requiring him to have a li-
cense. Not for himself, but for his rab-
bit. The Agriculture Department is in-
terpreting a decades-old law on animal 
exhibitions to now include pet bunnies 
used in magic shows. In order to con-
tinue conveying to children that read-
ing is magic, he has to not only obtain 
a license, but also write a mandated 
disaster plan for his rabbit, including 
provisions for fire, floods, tornados, ice 
storms, and power failures. 

This is just another example of gov-
ernment overreach and loss of freedoms 
in our country. It is time for this to 
stop. It is time for common sense to 
prevail. It’s time for Big Government 
to leave us alone. With the track 
record of this current administration, 
that really would be like pulling a rab-
bit out of a hat. 

CANCEL THE RECESS 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I 
wrote the following letter to the Under 
Secretary of Defense a few days ago: 

Just this past Saturday, I attended a wel-
come home event for the 1109th TASMG, the 
Connecticut National Guard, who spent the 
last year in Afghanistan providing critical 
maintenance for our helicopter fleet. 

Their joy at being home with family was 
undermined by the reality that nearly a 
third of the 100 returning members are dual- 
status technicians and, therefore, hit by fur-
lough. After serving in a war zone away from 
family, it was a bitter pill for these patriots 
to lose 20 percent of their pay almost imme-
diately upon their return. 

I do believe that the Department of 
Defense can do a better job managing 
the furloughs. However, the real re-
sponsibility rests in this Chamber to 
turn off sequester. It has been 210 days 
since the governing Republican major-
ity took power, and 81 legislative days 
that we have not taken up one measure 
to turn off sequester during that time. 
Incredibly, in 3 days, we are going on a 
5-week recess, and on Friday we’re 
going to vote for the 40th time to re-
peal the Affordable Care Act. I have a 
news flash: it’s not going anywhere. 

We should cancel the recess, and we 
should focus on making sure that these 
patriots are not treated so shabbily. 
We should make sure that the 600,000- 
plus civilian DOD Federal employees 
have their furloughs turned off. 

Cancel the recess. Let’s turn off se-
quester. Let’s stand up for America’s 
middle class. 

f 

WASHINGTON NEEDS HOOSIER 
COMMON SENSE 

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, when 
I was back in the district this week in 
Indiana, Hoosier requests were pretty 
simple. They said: work on reforms, 
create more jobs, and jump-start the 
economy. In addition they said, We 
don’t trust our government. 

They’re tired of Big Government 
policies that are intruding on the lives 
of American citizens and increasing 
government abuse. That’s why I’m 
proud today to cosponsor and support 
bills that rein in Washington, refocus 
on the priorities to create jobs, and 
protect our citizens. 

Every week we hear chilling reports 
about the Internal Revenue Service ex-
ercising poor judgment, intentionally 
going after American citizens. So I’m 
cosponsoring the STOP IRS Act. 

While IRS employees are under in-
vestigation or forced to take adminis-
trative leaves, they continue to receive 
salaries funded by our taxpayer dollars. 
So I’m cosponsoring the Government 
Employee Accountability Act to freeze 
pay and demand accountability. 
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