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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF DEAN MATHISEN

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 2013

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dean Mathisen for 10 years of serv-
ice to Nebraska’s Second District. Dean is a
tireless and devoted public servant to the Sec-
ond Congressional District of Nebraska and
specifically to the veterans in the metro area.

Dean Mathisen serves as a Senior Con-
stituent Liaison in my Omaha Congressional
Office and handles military and veteran’s af-
fairs. As a former US Army officer and combat
veteran of the Cold and First Gulf Wars, his
personal experiences aid him in understanding
and helping those now serving and returning
from the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Dean is equally committed to assisting the
other “Band of Brothers” from our Nation’s
other wars. Over these past 10 years, his ef-
forts found solutions and answers to complex
requests for help with “government bureauc-
racy” by service members, veterans and fam-
ily members. His counsel has been instru-
mental in helping me identify the need for and
communicate with the Department of Veterans
Affairs about bringing a National Veterans
Cemetery to the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Nebraska. Thanks to Dean’s efforts,
this project is now a reality and will soon
break ground providing a final resting place for
the 112,000 underserved veterans in the
Omaha area that is worthy of the sacrifices
they made.

Dean and | first met as members of the
Omaha Young Republicans. He also served
on the Douglas County Republican Central
Committee as a tireless advocate for the Re-
publican Party’s message of lower taxes and
a strong national defense. In his free time, he
has stayed engaged within the veterans’ com-
munity by being an active member of the
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign
Wars. He also assists the metro area Boy
Scouts with review of rank advancements and
other scouting activities.

| offer Dean my sincere appreciation for his
dedication and years of service to both our
country and to Nebraska’s Second Congres-
sional District. | am extremely proud of his ac-
complishments and am thankful for his years
of counsel. Omaha’s veterans are better off
because of Dean’s service.

———

PHILIPPINES GENEROSITY TO
JEWISH REFUGEES

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 2013

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call attention to a remarkable story, previously
lost to history. Namely, how the Philippines
generously opened its doors to Jewish refu-
gees fleeing Nazi persecution, when all other
nations barred their entry.

| would like to posthumously commend
Manuel Quezon, President of the Common-
wealth of the Philippines (1935-1944) for his
resolve to lobby for immigration rights for Jew-
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ish refugees even at great political risk. He
saved the lives of 1,305 Jews by allowing
them entry into the Philippines and would
have saved thousands more had the US State
Department had allowed its commonwealth to
do so.

An extraordinary tale, President Quezon col-
laborated with his high-profile associates, US
High Commissioner Paul McNutt, Colonel (and
future president) Dwight D. Eisenhower, and
the Frieders, four Jewish businessmen from
Ohio who had a cigar business in Manila, to
overcome the huge bureaucratic and logistical
challenges of saving people from the Holo-
caust.

| would like also to recognize the US Phil-
ippines Society for giving this story a resur-
gent voice and hosting a round table on June
10, 2013 titled “Holocaust Haven in the Phil-
ippines” which focused on an upcoming film
documenting this story, An Open Door. The
US Philippines Society, which recently opened
its offices in Washington, D.C. on May 1,
2012, is a non-profit, non-partisan, and inde-
pendent organization whose mission it is to
build on the rich and longstanding historical
ties between the United States of America and
the Philippines.

An Open Door was produced and directed
by award-winning filmmaker Noel M. Izon.
This is the third film in his World War Il trilogy
Forgotten Stories. The film was co-produced
by author and professor at St. John Fisher
College, Sharon Delmendo.

The Filipino people extended a warm wel-
come to those who undoubtedly would have
faced horrible atrocity if stranded in Europe. |
hope that this story of human generosity and
duty to help those in peril may find an audi-
ence among the U.S. public so we can appre-
ciate the ingenuity and heroic risks taken by
Manuel Quezon to protect victims of the Holo-
caust.

HONORING RICK SHIOMI'S 20
YEARS AS ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
OF MU PERFORMING ARTS

HON. BETTY MCCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 2013

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor the inspiring career of Mr. Rick
Shiomi, a leader for Asian-American actors
and artists, as he retires as Atrtistic Director
from Mu Performing Arts in Saint Paul, Min-
nesota.

Rick Shiomi co-founded Mu Performing Arts
in 1992 and served as Atrtistic Director for the
next 20 years. Finding that Asian-American
theater did not exist in the Twin Cities at the
time, Rick worked to bring community voices
to the stage. He helped form Mu Daiko, a
taiko drumming ensemble, which later became
Mu Performing Arts to reflect the broad artistic
base of theater, taiko and artistic develop-
ment. Today, because of Rick’s extraordinary
leadership and energy, Mu is increasing the
size of Asian-American audiences and the
number of Asian-American performers who
flourish in the Twin Cities.

Thanks to Rick’s vision, Mu Performing Arts
has become one of the largest pan Asian-
American performing arts companies in the
United States. He has been recognized nu-
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merous times for his outstanding work. His
many awards include a 2012 Ivey Award for
Lifetime Achievement in Twin Cities theater
and a 2007 Sally Award for Vision from the
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts. Mu is
also a leader in the local and national devel-
opment of Asian-American theater and taiko.
Rick and Mu Performing Arts have helped de-
velop and support the work of local and na-
tional playwrights, actors, directors, and musi-
cians by premiering many new works, fos-
tering a new generation of Asian-American art-
ists. Through educational, community and cor-
porate outreach programs the company has
provided access to Asian-American culture
and arts to communities who otherwise may
not have the opportunity to experience it.

Rick’s influence has brought Asian-Amer-
ican actors into nontraditional roles in other
theaters and helped elevate the recognition of
the Asian-American community. Mu Per-
forming Arts is a Minnesota treasure and the
legacy of Rick will live on in Mu Performing
Arts’ work bringing Asian-American voices to
the stage in the Twin Cities.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Mr. Rick Shiomi, a
visionary for Asian-American performing art
and artists, | am pleased to submit this state-
ment to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in rec-
ognition of his retirement as Artistic Director
from Mu Performing Arts.

——

COMMEMORATING THE RETIRE-
MENT OF AMBASSADOR ALLAN
KATZ

HON. DEVIN NUNES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 2013

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
alongside my colleagues, Representatives
DAVID VALADAO, JiM COSTA, and DAvID

CICILLINE, to commemorate the retirement of
U.S. Ambassador to Portugal Allan Katz.

A lawyer by training, Ambassador Katz
worked on the staffs of Congressmen Bill
Gunter and David Obey before serving as
General Counsel of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives Commission on Administrative
Review. He then moved to Florida, where he
served as Assistant Insurance Commissioner
and General Counsel for the State of Florida
Insurance Department. Afterward he went into
private practice.

In March 2010, Allan Katz was confirmed by
the U.S. Senate as U.S. Ambassador to Por-
tugal. A capable and gifted representative of
our Nation, Ambassador Katz served with dis-
tinction, upholding the United States’ long
friendship with the Portuguese people. We
recognize and commend his fine service on
the occasion of his retirement.

ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLDER’S
FAILURE TO PROTECT AMER-
ICA’S CHILDREN

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 1, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to sub-
mit a letter | sent earlier this week to Attorney
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