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community. In 1963, the name of Temple Beth 
El was adopted for the new synagogue build-
ing designed by Temple member Jerome 
Kasavan, and is the home of the current con-
gregation and Rabbi Marcy Delbick. 

For several years, Temple Beth El has 
served members throughout Salinas, Mon-
terey, Prunedale, Gilroy and San Benito Coun-
ty. Their goal has been to provide both a spir-
itual and social center for members and guest. 
Its membership has spanned the entire spec-
trum of Jewish thought and tradition, along 
with diverse age levels and religious back-
grounds. Reform, Conservative, Orthodox as 
well as unaffiliated members have added a 
unique variety to their gatherings. Throughout 
the years they have adapted to the changing 
needs of the times, while maintaining the re-
spect for the traditions of their ancestors. 

The objective of Temple Beth El has been 
both religious and cultural, providing Sunday 
and Hebrew school for children as well as 
education programs for adults. At the start, the 
religious school began with ten students, 
though soon outgrew the available space and 
often spilled into congregants’ homes. Today, 
Temple Beth El offers education programs for 
children throughout the school year. A vast 
array of adult education classes are provided, 
from an introduction to Judiasm to the Lunch 
and Learn program. 

Tikkun Olam, ‘‘repairing the world″, is a 
major part of the Temple Beth El congregation 
community outreach. Members often prepare 
meals at the homeless shelter for the less for-
tunate, and are principle bell ringers for the 
Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Drive on Christ-
mas Eve. For over 50 years the yearly Kosher 
Luncheon is a much heralded community 
event where corned beef and pastrami sand-
wiches are served, providing Jewish outreach 
of the most delicious kind. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing I say Mazel Tov to 
the Temple Beth El congregation for their 
years of service devoted to the advancement 
of religious, cultural, and educational opportu-
nities. I know I speak for the House in saluting 
their dedication, in making the community a 
better place and congratulating them on the 
celebration of their Golden Anniversary. 
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IN HONOR OF THE PERKASIE 
LIONS CLUB 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, for 75 
years, the Perkasie Lions Club has dedicated 
their time to bettering both the lives of those 
in their community and disadvantaged individ-
uals abroad. Currently meeting only five 
blocks from where it first assembled, and the 
club’s reach and positive impact has only 
grown with its age. Since 1938, they have 
completed a variety of projects, with their main 
focus being assistance to the blind. Not only 
does the Lions Club provide medical equip-
ment and glasses to those unable to afford 
them, but they also help enrich the lives of 
children within the community. The members 
have made comprehensive improvements to 
Lions Camp Kirby, where hearing and visually 
impaired children can take part in a variety of 
activities. From exploring the outdoors to 

toasting marshmallows around the camp fire, 
deserving young people are able to enjoy 
these opportunities regardless of financial 
standing. The Perkasie Lions Club has an im-
pressive history in Bucks County, and I look 
forward to their continued contributions to the 
community. 
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RECOGNIZING FIRE AND RESCUE 
AND EMS PERSONNEL OF FLOR-
IDA’S 16TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize fire and rescue and EMS per-
sonnel who have provided distinguished serv-
ice to the people of Florida’s 16th Congres-
sional District. 

As first responders, fire departments and 
emergency medical service teams are sum-
moned on short notice to serve their respec-
tive communities. Oftentimes, they arrive at 
scenes of great adversity and trauma, to 
which they reliably bring strength and 
composure. These brave men and women 
spend hundreds of hours in training so that 
they are prepared when they get ‘‘the call.’’ 

Last year, I established the 16th District 
Congressional Fire and Rescue and EMS 
Awards to honor officers, departments, and 
units for outstanding achievement. 

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th 
District, it is my privilege to congratulate the 
following winners, who were selected by an 
independent committee comprised of a cross- 
section of current and retired fire and rescue 
personnel living in the district. 

Battalion Chief Stacey S. Bailey of the East 
Manatee Fire Rescue received the Career 
Service Award. 

The Sarasota K–9 Search and Rescue 
Team received the Associate Service Award. 

Battalion Chief Russell McCord of the En-
glewood Area Fire Control received the Career 
Service Award. 

Firefighter/Paramedic Brian Kolesa received 
the Above and Beyond the Call of Duty 
Award. 

I appreciate this opportunity to recognize 
16th District fire and rescue and EMS per-
sonnel. 
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STATEMENT ON THE 114TH BIRTH-
DAY OF MS. SUSANNAH 
MUSHATT JONES 

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the 114th birthday of Ms. 
Susannah Mushatt Jones, who is affection-
ately called Miss Susie. Considered the oldest 
resident in New York State by the Gerontology 
Research Group, she is a beloved member of 
the Brooklyn community I am proud to rep-
resent in Congress. In honor of her birthday, 
Miss Susie was honored on July 12, 2013, at 
the Vandalia Senior Center in Brooklyn, NY. 

We revel not just the years since her birth, but 
the history she has witnessed in three sepa-
rate centuries. From experiencing segregation 
in the South to being a first-hand witness of 
the Civil Rights movement in New York, we 
commemorate her birthday with awe and in-
spiration. 

Miss Susie was born into a large, loving 
family on July 6, 1899, in Lowndes County, 
Alabama as the third of eleven children. In 
1923 she moved to New York as part of the 
Great Migration of African Americans from the 
rural South to cities in the North, Midwest, and 
West. Miss Susie dedicated her professional 
pursuits to children, first as a schoolteacher 
and then as a childcare provider. At one point, 
she moved to Hollywood to work for a family 
in the film industry. During her time on the 
west coast, she enjoyed socializing with movie 
stars and attending movie premieres. She 
fondly remembers meeting Ronald Reagan, 
Clark Gable, and Cary Grant. 

Family has always surrounded Miss Susie: 
she takes great delight in being an aunt to 
over 100 nieces and nephews. Throughout her 
life, she has brightened many lives with her 
positive attitude and infectious laugh. She re-
sides in Vandalia Houses and was an active 
member of the Vandalia Houses Senior Cen-
ter tenant patrol through her 100th birthday. 
Miss Susie credits her healthy lifestyle free of 
smoking and drinking for her longevity. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in celebrating 
Ms. Susannah Mushatt Jones on her 114th 
birthday. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE CHARLES 
FAMILY 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, the birth of Oliver Charles, son of 
Mr. Handy and Mrs. Alfhosine Batiste Charles 
in Freetown, Louisiana, on December 27, 
1897, began the Charles family lineage which 
has blessed us with descendants who have 
helped to shape our nation; and 

Whereas, Mr. Oliver Charles united in holy 
matrimony to Mrs. Laura Livingston Charles 
on March 18, 1927 in Freetown, Louisiana, 
their union has produced many well respected 
citizens and the patriarchs and matriarchs of 
the Charles Family are pillars of strength who 
have touched many throughout our nation, 
family members of the past and present, giv-
ing us generations of the Charles family lin-
eage; and 

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to 
have members of the Charles family for they 
are some of our most beloved citizens in our 
District; and 

Whereas, family is one of the most honored 
and cherished institutions in the world, we 
take pride in knowing that families such as the 
Charles family have set aside this time to fel-
lowship with each other, honor one another 
and to pass along history to each other by 
meeting at this year’s family reunion in Geor-
gia; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
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