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by sixteen stellar sorors who had the foresight 
and vision to establish a Delta chapter in 
DeKalb County, Georgia; and 

Whereas, the Decatur Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., is celebrating 
its forty year anniversary; and 

Whereas, its members give of themselves 
tirelessly and unconditionally to serve our 
community through projects such as voter reg-
istration, health walks, mentorships and schol-
arships; and 

Whereas, the lives of many in our district 
are touched by the leadership and service 
given by the ladies of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc., our nation and the world are better 
places due to their commitment to excellence 
in all of their endeavors; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize their outstanding 
service to our District for the past forty (40) 
years and to wish them well on their anniver-
sary; 

Now Therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim October 5, 2013 
as Decatur Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., Day in the 4th Congres-
sional District. 

Proclaimed, this 5th day of October, 2013. 
f 

RECOGNIZING DONALD LARSON AS 
HE CELEBRATES HIS 80TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Donald Larson as he celebrates his 
80th birthday. His many years of dedication to 
education and service deserve both acknowl-
edgement and appreciation. 

Don and his twin brother, Phil, were born on 
September 5, 1933, to Bengt John and Olive 
Emmingham Larson. He grew up in Kerman, 
California, and graduated from Kerman High 
School in 1951. After attending the College of 
the Sequoias, Don continued his education at 
the University of California, Berkeley. Imme-
diately following graduation, Don began his 
teaching career in Caruthers, California. He 
taught sixth grade for two years, and then 
went on to teach at Kerman High School for 
two years. During his first few years of teach-
ing, Don was also completing a Masters at 
California State University, Fresno. He taught 
six years for Fresno Unified and ended his 
teaching career after 35 years with Fresno 
City College. 

Staying active and involved in the commu-
nity has always been very important to Don. 
He takes great pride in his lifelong member-
ship at the First Covenant Church in Fresno 
where he has taught Sunday school for over 
six decades. Don has served at various orga-
nizations including Fresno County Housing 
Authority, Fresno Economic Opportunities 
Commission, and Fresno County Democratic 
Central Committee. He has also served on the 
State Center Community College Foundation 
and was the co-chair of the Capital Campaign 
for the Old Administration Building on the 
Fresno City College campus. In addition to 
these impressive undertakings, Don also 
found time to be the scorekeeper at basketball 

games for Kerman and McLane High Schools, 
and Fresno City College. He also ran the foot-
ball chain gang for over fifty years, and taught 
a current events class to high school seniors 
from 1965 to 2010. 

During Don’s retirement he enjoyed spend-
ing time with his late wife Carol Kraft Larson. 
Carol passed away in 2004, but her kindness 
and love for teaching will always be remem-
bered. They raised one daughter, Lynn, who 
has furthered the family’s tradition by working 
as an elementary school teacher. 

Furthermore, Don has a tremendous interest 
in the World’s Fair. His vast collection of 
World’s Fair memorabilia is housed in the 
Special Collections Department of the Henry 
Madden Library at California State University, 
Fresno. The collection has been named in his 
honor and is considered second only to that of 
the Smithsonian in Washington DC. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to recognize Donald Larson on his 80th 
birthday. He serves as a pillar in our commu-
nity, and I thank him for all of his contributions 
to our education system. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JOE A. RAVER 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Joe A. Raver, the incoming presi-
dent and CEO of Hillenbrand, Inc., 
headquartered in Batesville, Indiana, in my 
congressional district. 

Mr. Raver is the current president of 
Hillenbrand’s Process Equipment Group and 
senior vice president of the company. Pre-
viously, he had been president of Batesville 
Casket Company. Joe had also served as vice 
president and general manager of the res-
piratory care division of Hill-Rom Holdings, 
where he first served as vice president of 
Strategy and Shared Services. Prior to joining 
Hill-Rom, Joe spent 10 years in a variety of 
senior leadership positions at Batesville Cas-
ket Company and Hillenbrand Industries. 

For more than a century, the Hillenbrand 
companies have served as a staple in the In-
diana and American corporate landscape, 
premiering innovative products in the funeral 
services, and process equipment industries. I 
have no doubt that Hillenbrand will continue to 
be a dynamic company that Hoosiers can be 
proud of with Joe at the helm. 

I congratulate Joe on this new chapter in his 
life and wish him the very best as he takes the 
lead at Hillenbrand. 

f 

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BOOKS FOR AFRICA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to pay tribute to the staff, board, donors, and 
volunteers of Books for Africa on the occasion 
of the 25th anniversary of this nonprofit orga-
nization based in Saint Paul, Minnesota. Since 

its founding in 1988, Books for Africa has 
grown into the largest shipper of donated text 
and library books to the African continent, hav-
ing shipped over 27 million books to 48 coun-
tries. In 2012 alone, Books for Africa shipped 
more than 2.2 million books to 22 African 
countries. 

Ending the book famine in Africa is the mis-
sion that led Thomas Warth to found Books 
for Africa. Troubled by a chronic shortage of 
books in Africa and the reality that 40 percent 
of school-age children do not attend school, 
Mr. Warth put his vision and enthusiasm into 
an ongoing commitment to transform lives by 
facilitating the shipment of container after con-
tainer of books that put real books in the 
hands of real people. By sending textbooks to 
areas with empty shelves and into the hands 
of children eager to read, learn, and explore 
the world of literature, Books for Africa is mak-
ing a difference in the lives of young people. 
Books for Africa is promoting literacy, and em-
powering the next generation to break the 
endless cycle of poverty that will improve qual-
ity of life. 

This success would not have been possible 
without the joint partnership of public and pri-
vate sectors. Books for Africa frequently works 
with USAID, Peace Corps, and the Sir Emeka 
Offor Foundation to deliver books. Together 
with the generous support of publishers, 
schools, libraries, organizations and individ-
uals who donate books, Books for Africa is 
making a positive impact in the lives of people 
in African countries. 

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Thomas Warth and 
the dedicated staff, partners, donors, board, 
and volunteers, I am pleased to submit this 
statement for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
recognizing the 25th anniversary of Books for 
Africa. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF ORLANDO, INC. 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 09, 2013 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to acknowledge a special occasion 
for Orlando, Inc. (Orlando Regional Chamber 
of Commerce). In 1913, Orlando, Inc. was first 
established and this year they celebrate their 
100th anniversary. It is my pleasure to recog-
nize them on their Centennial. 

During the past century, Orlando, Inc. has 
been through many phases of growth and 
change to create the longstanding history they 
have today. From their establishment in 1913 
as the Board of Trade, followed by becoming 
the Downtown Chamber, then as the Greater 
Orlando Chamber, then the Orlando Regional 
Chamber of Commerce and now today, Or-
lando, Inc., their goal and focus of serving the 
Central Florida region has always remained 
constant. They have been and continue to be 
a leader in connecting Central Florida’s busi-
nesses and communities and maintain suc-
cess by focusing on what matters most to 
Central Floridians. 

Orlando, Inc. specifically focuses on re-
gional entrepreneurship and is one of four 
lines of businesses which make up the Central 
Florida Partnership. The Central Florida Part-
nership, comprised of Orlando, Inc., 
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