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EXTENDING RECOGNITION TO THE 
BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE BICEN-
TENNIAL CELEBRATION 

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize America’s victory at the Battle of 
Lake Erie during the War of 1812. 

On September 10, 1813, Commodore Oliver 
Hazard Perry led the American Navy into bat-
tle against the British Navy. At the beginning 
of the battle, Perry hoisted his battle flag 
which read, ‘‘Don’t Give up the Ship.’’ Com-
modore Perry along with 557 patriots suc-
ceeded with a significant victory which en-
sured America’s control of Lake Erie for the 
remainder of the war. 

200 years later, we are recognizing this bat-
tle near Put-In-Bay for securing the Northern 
Frontier. We gather at Lake Erie to celebrate 
Commodore Perry’s victory, the impact this 
battle had in the War of 1812, and the long- 
lasting peace between nations. 

We remember that freedom is never free 
and that many have made the ultimate sac-
rifice, so that we may enjoy the freedoms our 
forefathers envisioned. Their service and dedi-
cation to country breathes life into the fabric of 
our nation. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
proudly salute Commodore Perry, the Amer-
ican Navy, and the American people on the 
Battle of Lake Erie Bicentennial Celebration. 
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A TRIBUTE TO BARBARA CHASE 
RIBOUD 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor Barbara Chase Riboud who is 
truly a renaissance women. Her talent as a 
novelist, poet, scholar and artist of the highest 
order, is recognized around the world. We are 
happy to claim her as a Philadelphian and are 
excited about the exhibition of the first com-
prehensive retrospective of her iconic Malcolm 
X Steles at the Philadelphia Art Museum. In 
short, we are deeply honored by her work, ac-
complishments and presence once again in 
Philadelphia. 

Educated at the Philadelphia High School 
for Girls’, Temple University’s Tyler School of 
Art and the Yale University of Art, she is an 
internationally acclaimed visual artist whose 
work has been exhibited throughout Europe 
and America. Her public sculpture, Africa Ris-
ing, at the African Burial Ground National 
Monument in Lower Manhattan expressed as 
poetry, sculpture and historical novel is in trib-
ute to the 17th and 18th century burial ground 
that yielded the remains of more than 400 
mostly enslaved Africans in America. 

Among her prestigious awards are the Carl 
Sandburg Prize for Best American Poet and 
being knighted in the Order of Arts and Letters 
by the French government. Her talent is only 
eclipsed by her career long commitment to 
make known the story of those who came to 
America, ‘‘. . . a stunned string of Black 
pearls like a hundred year centipede: one 
thousand. One thousand thousand. one mil-
lion, three, six, nine, thirty million.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MARIBEL P. 
CHAVEZ 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the distinguished career of Maribel P. 
Chavez. After committing 31 years to public 
service with the Texas Department of Trans-
portation (TxDOT), Mrs. Chavez retires as Fort 
Worth District Engineer. 

During her tenure, Mrs. Chavez has worked 
collaboratively with local, state, and federal 
partners to streamline and implement innova-
tive projects in the Fort Worth District. Her 
oversight of the combined $3 billion DFW 
Connector and North Tarrant Express projects 
reflects her ability to manage complex regional 
highway projects through environmental clear-
ance and construction. 

Mrs. Chavez was diligent on smaller 
projects that were no less complex, but every 
bit as important to Tarrant County commu-
nities. Her cooperative effort with the City of 
Fort Worth to complete the long-awaited wid-
ening of East Rosedale, improvements at the 
Hwy. 287 and Berry St. interchange, and as-
sistance to facilitate completion of Fort Worth’s 
new Veterans Outpatient Clinic on Interstate 
20 underscore her commitment and respon-
siveness. 

Mrs. Chavez’s career was also notable as 
she was the first female engineer hired by 
TxDOT and the first female TxDOT District 
Engineer. Additionally, she has been recog-
nized for her many achievements including 
Woman of the Year by the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Chapter of the Women’s Transportation Sem-
inar, Preservation Leadership Award by His-
toric Fort Worth, Inc., and by the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram for her guidance on the DFW 
Connector Project. 

Her invaluable contribution to my annual 
Transportation Summits will be sincerely 
missed. It is my privilege to commend Maribel 
P. Chavez and wish her well in retirement. Her 
work will stand as a monument to her dedica-
tion for years to come. 

100 YEARS OF MORONGO BASIN 
HISTORY; 2009 IN FOCUS 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 100th Anniversary of the Morongo 
Basin. It is the honor of a life time to be able 
to serve the people of the Eight Congressional 
District in Washington, D.C. As seen over the 
course of the Basin’s 100 year history, this re-
gion maintains a strong sense of community 
and upholds many noble traditions. Today I 
am here to talk specifically about Ms. Mara 
Cantelo and the strong sense of volunteerism 
she brings to the community. 

Over the past 100 years, there have been 
many shining moments to which we can re-
member the Basin. The year 2009 comes to 
mind when I think of its altruistic spirit. It was 
in 2009 that Mara Cantelo, a Coachella Valley 
native, received the Jefferson Award from the 
American Institute of Public Service in recogni-
tion of her steadfast and selfless efforts to 
help those who are less fortunate. Mara has 
been a paragon of benevolence in her com-
munity since 1984 when she co-founded Ten-
der Loving Christmas with her mother Julie 
Tunstall. 

As the name suggests, Tender Loving 
Christmas was dedicated to giving care and 
compassion, in the form of food, to those who 
needed it most in the holiday season. Since 
then it has grown to become Tender Loving 
Cause, and has taken to providing for the poor 
year round. This charitable labor of love has 
successfully fed nearly 3,500 impoverished 
people since its inception, and will undoubt-
edly serve thousands more in the future. 

To the people of the Morongo Basin, thank 
you for including me in your 100 year project. 
The sense of volunteerism you and Mara bring 
to your community is admirable and a true 
beacon of inspiration to us all. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE VILLAGE OF 
ORION 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the village of Orion, Illinois on the 
occasion of the 100th Anniversary of their 
Central Park Band Shell. 

Orion’s Central Park Band Shell is the cen-
ter piece of their village. It is a place where 
families and friends gather to enjoy the com-
pany of each other, their neighbors, and to 
take part in various events, including outdoor 
movies and concerts. It has hosted notable 
guests including Bill Allred’s Jazz Band and 
Chris Vallillo, a nationally recognized folk sing-
er and historian who proclaimed it one of the 
finest venues he had ever used. 
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