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lack of baby milk. Other reports testify to 
the bleak living conditions of those inter-
nally displaced in Northern Syria, who have 
so little resources that they are forced to eat 
herbs and collect stagnant rainwater to 
drink and wash.xx 

For the sake of the millions of children 
facing a future of fear and hunger, safe and 
unimpeded humanitarian access is needed to 
all areas of Syria by the most effective 
routes possible. Save the Children calls on 
governments to: 

Build consensus across the international 
community, including in the UN Security 
Council, to demand all parties to the conflict 
fulfill their obligation to allow humani-
tarian aid—including UN aid—to all areas 
where children need it, across conflict lines 
and across Syria’s borders; 

Increase funding. Overall the UN is calling 
for over $5 billion to meet needs inside Syria 
and among refugees in neighboring coun-
tries. Only 41% xxi of the appeal is funded. 
Governments must increase support for hu-
manitarian operations throughout Syria by 
any possible channel, as well as scale up sup-
port for refugees and host communities in 
neighboring countries. 
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RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11:58 a.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. BALDWIN). 
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AUTHORIZING THE LIMITED AND 
SPECIFIED USE OF THE UNITED 
STATES ARMED FORCES 
AGAINST SYRIA—MOTION TO 
PROCEED—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California. 

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the time until 
5 p.m. be equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or 
their designees, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for up to 
20 minutes at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, 
today there are hopeful signs that the 

international community will act to 
secure Syria’s chemical weapons which 
have caused so much pain and so much 
suffering, including the suffering of lit-
tle infants and children. A peaceful res-
olution to the Assad regime’s use of 
these lethal, outlawed weapons would 
certainly be the best outcome. I com-
mend the resolve of President Obama, 
without which we wouldn’t be looking 
at a potential diplomatic solution. 

I wish to lay out for the record why 
we must act in response to the use of 
chemical weapons. Of course, I prefer it 
to be done through the international 
community. But I wish to be clear: 
There are certain norms, there are cer-
tain rules, there are certain laws that 
must be respected and obeyed; other-
wise, we lose our humanity, and this is 
an example. 

Famous leaders throughout history 
have called war various things. They 
have called war a contagion. They have 
called war hell. They have called war a 
scourge, murder, a crime, despicable. 
But even in the chaos and in the dark-
ness of war, there are rules. There are 
red lines. There are boundaries. There 
are limits. There are norms and there 
are laws. That is why in our Nation, as 
difficult and as painful as it has been, 
we have held our servicemembers ac-
countable when they acted outside 
those norms. We did it just last month 
with the conviction of a soldier for war 
crimes committed in Afghanistan. 

The use of chemical weapons is way 
outside international laws, rules, 
boundaries, limits, and norms, and has 
been so since the end of World War I, 
when the world uniformly condemned 
them. We know—we know without a 
shadow of a doubt—that they have 
been used by Syria in a big way, and it 
is time for all Members of Congress 
and, frankly, all members of civilized 
society to look into our hearts, to look 
into our souls, and to look into our 
consciences. The painful way to do it is 
to look at the shocking acts committed 
against innocent, men, women, and 
children in Syria. Look at those videos, 
as difficult as it might be, of children 
and their families dying horrible, 
ghastly deaths, writhing in pain, gasp-
ing for air, foaming at the mouth as 
the gas attacks their nervous systems. 

Do we have a conscience? I pray we 
do. Albert Einstein once said: ‘‘The 
world is a dangerous place not because 
of those who do evil, but because of 
those who look on and do nothing.’’ 

Let me repeat it. ‘‘The world is a 
dangerous place not because of those 
who do evil, but because of those who 
look on and do nothing.’’ 

Doing nothing can sometimes be an 
attractive alternative. I understand it. 
But each of us who looks at these vid-
eos, who reads about what happened, 
each of us must ask ourselves, as 
human beings, as citizens of our great 
Nation: Can we respond to these atroc-
ities by doing nothing? Can we sit back 
and do nothing in the face of Syria’s 
use of chemical weapons on its own 
people, its own children? 
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