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Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Sherry Barbara Shapiro on her
retirement following 40 years of extraordinary
federal service.

Ms. Shapiro began her federal service in
July, 1973 working for the American Revolu-
tion Bicentennial Commission, which later be-
came the American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration (ARBA).

In 1975, she left ARBA to join the Congres-
sional Research Service (CRS) of the Library
of Congress as a government and law bibliog-
rapher. In this position, prior to the wide avail-
ability of commercial and academic electronic
databases, Sherry indexed and abstracted
thousands of articles to serve as authoritative
resources for public policy makers conducting
congressional business

Working collaboratively with the Government
Printing Office each year for many vyears,
Sherry coordinated CRS’s compilation of ma-
terials to support the annual high school and
college debate manuals.

Sherry’s primary work assignment was to
respond directly to Member and committee re-
search requests related to foreign affairs, re-
gional studies, and national defense. Sherry at
the same time served the information needs of
the analysts and senior specialists in CRS’s
Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Trade Division.
Her research supported the production of hun-
dreds of CRS reports and CRS analyst testi-
mony during her 40-year career.

During her tenure at CRS, she supported a
number of congressional programs, among
them democracy-building programs conducted
by Members of Congress working on the
Frost-Solomon Task Force, the House Democ-
racy Assistance Commission, and later the
House Democracy Partnership. Her knowl-
edge of foreign affairs and regional studies
made her the go-to person for information
compiled for Congressional delegations to
East Timor, Hungary, Mongolia, China, South
Korea, and Indonesia. Sherry accompanied
Commission members and staff on several
congressional delegation trips to work with
members of foreign legislatures. Her special-
ized knowledge and her genuine concern for
the people of the countries she visited resulted
in many lasting friendships, and the high re-
gard in which Sherry was held by those she
met provided enhanced opportunities for con-
gressional delegations to learn a great deal
from their experience of travel to these coun-
tries.

As Sherry supported and participated in
congressional delegations, she also trained
foreign parliamentary and government agency
librarians and encouraged literacy in devel-
oping countries such as Mongolia and
Kyrgyzstan. Whenever she traveled abroad,
she expanded her efforts to reach students in
fledgling democracies to share her knowledge
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of what it means to be a librarian in a func-
tioning democracy.

While at CRS, Sherry also spent consider-
able time reviewing electronic resources and
developing innovative ways to increase access
to these resources by staff serving the infor-
mation needs of the Congress.

Another important aspect of Sherry’s work
at CRS was her work as a mentor to new li-
brarians. Her knowledge of federal librarian-
ship and the work of the legislative branch al-
lowed her to develop a new generation of li-
brarians.

Sherry’s dedication to her work at CRS was
based on responding to each person she en-
countered with kindness and respect, fairness,
and a willingness to go the extra mile to make
sure each one had the tools and skills to lo-
cate the information needed to help develop
legislation, answer constituent requests, or ex-
amine the critical issues of the day.

Outside of her many duties and responsibil-
ities at CRS, Sherry not only raised five chil-
dren with her husband John, but was actively
involved in community activities. Sherry works
tirelessly in our community of Alexandria. The
Girl Scouts, the elderly and memory-impaired,
a soup kitchen, an animal rescue organization,
and others, all have benefitted from her deter-
mination to make our community better.

During my own time at CRS, | knew and
worked with Sherry, and | look forward to con-
tinuing to work with her on projects that will
benefit our community.

| congratulate Sherry, her husband John,
and their children, Matt, Daniel, Emily, Lauren
and Nora on this momentous occasion.

| personally thank her for 40 years of serv-
ice to the United States Congress.
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Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a dedicated public servant and Amer-
ican hero who died tragically in the line of duty
while protecting the city of Draper, Utah. In the
early morning hours of September 1, 2013,
32-year-old police Sgt. Derek Johnson was
ambushed while responding to a suspicious
vehicle during the last few minutes of his
graveyard shift. Never able to draw his own
weapon or return fire, Sgt. Johnson died from
multiple gunshot wounds shortly after the inci-
dent. We honor his lifelong commitment to the
safety and security of his community.

Remembered as one of the hardest working
officers in the Draper Police Department, Sgt.
Johnson is a decorated officer who earned
many awards for his efforts. Not only was he
the 2012 Community Policing Officer of the
Year, he also earned the Life Saving Award
and Distinguished Service Award for his out-
standing service. According to his family, he
grew up wanting to be a police officer.

We honor the immeasurable personal sac-
rifice of Sgt. Johnson’s family. He leaves be-
hind his wife, Shante Sidwell Johnson and his
six-year-old son Bensen Ray, who he called
Little Buddy. His love for his family was obvi-
ous to all. We also recognize his mother,
Laura, father, Randy, and four siblings: broth-
ers Devin, Darin, and Dayson and his sister
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Desirae. The Johnson family has endured a
terrible tragedy and made an extraordinary
sacrifice to keep the community safe. We are
forever thankful.

The streets of the United States of America
stay safe because of the honorable and dedi-
cated service of officers like Sgt. Derek John-
son. His loss will be keenly felt by all who
knew him.

Today, | ask all Members of Congress to
join me as we honor the life and legacy of Sgt.
Derek Johnson, as well as each man and
woman who risks life and limb to secure our
communities. | also ask that we recognize the
sacrifice and burdens their families endure in
support of this great country. We owe them all
our eternal gratitude.

———————
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable histor-
ical church, Mount Zion Missionary Baptist of
Lambert, Mississippi and the great leadership
it is under.

The New Mount Zion M. B. Church in Lam-
bert, Mississippi was first organized in 1917 or
1918. It took on new life in 1923, when a
small piece of land was purchased and a new
church was built through donations made by
members of the church. W. L. Morgan was the
first pastor of the church.

Rev. Jossell was elected as pastor on Sun-
day, September 4, 1994. He preached his first
sermon as pastor on September 18, 1994 and
is still here. We are a full time Church on the
move for Jesus.

After construction was completed, the first
sermon in the new sanctuary was held on
Sunday, December 3, 2006. The name of New
Mt. Zion M. B. Church was officially changed
back to Mount Zion M. B. Church on Decem-
ber 29, 2006. On April 30, 2008, the church
parking lot was paved. In 2009, BTU (Baptist
Training Union) and Evening Worship Service
were instituted. In the spring of 2011, the re-
cently constructed Family Life Center was
used for a Red Cross Shelter to housed flood
victims, and continues to be identified as a
voluntary Red Cross shelter in the event of a
natural disaster.

Mt. Zion M.B. Church outreach ministries is
known for addressing the needs of the whole
man through Parenting Classes, Healthy Mar-
riage Seminars, Music Classes, Male Men-
toring and Abstinence Education Programs.
Mt. Zion also sponsors an annual Senior Cit-
izen Christmas food bag giveaway that was
expanded through efforts of the establishment
of the Quitman County Community Revival.
Currently plans are underway to collaborate
with other churches in the Quitman County
Community to host a “feed the hungry” drive
where participants will receive free food for
physical nourishment and spiritual food (the
spoken word) to strengthen and empower the
soul.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mount Zion Missionary Baptist
Church for its dedication to serving our great
country.
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