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in western Pennsylvania, that can 
make a big difference with gas, gro-
ceries, or helping to pay the rent. 

A chemistry teacher recently called 
my office in Beaver County to share 
her story about the health care law 
hurting her coworkers. The special 
needs teachers’ aides in her school re-
cently had their hours cut from 371⁄2 
hours to 28. That’s a loss of $180 per 
paycheck. Many of these aides depend 
on this job to provide health insurance 
for their families. Thanks to the health 
care law, these teachers’ aides and 
their families will lose their health 
care coverage. 

A mom from the North Hills of Pitts-
burgh recently got in touch with me to 
tell me about the impact of the health 
care law on her family’s small busi-
ness. Kathy and her husband recently 
learned that their health care plan will 
be discontinued December 31. Kathy 
told me that since ObamaCare was 
voted into law, we have watched our 
deductible soar, our premiums soar, 
and our blood pressures soar. Enough 
already. 

Kathy’s sentiment is shared by many 
of the western Pennsylvanians who 
called the office and whom I’ve talked 
to at small business and constituent 
gatherings around the district. In the 
real world, when you buy a product 
that comes with a guarantee, if the 
guarantee is not met, you get your 
money back and you look for a new 
product. 

With only 13 days until the law be-
gins to take full effect, more and more 
flaws are increasingly evident, and the 
President continues to delay, arbi-
trarily, major provisions of his health 
care law. We need to delay and dis-
mantle the entire law so that a process 
of bipartisan health care reform can fi-
nally begin. 

It’s time for a new beginning. It’s 
time for a government that looks to 
the American people and our doctors 
and health care providers, not as sub-
jects to be managed, but as partners 
who can help solve problems. 

It’s time for a new beginning that 
brings Republicans and Democrats in 
support of bipartisan solutions to-
gether. As President Kennedy once 
said, let us not seek the Republican an-
swer, let us not seek the Democratic 
answer, but the right answer. 

f 

HONORING MEXICAN GUEST WORK-
ERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE 
BRACERO PROGRAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCNERNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the millions of Mexican 
guest workers who came to the United 
States under the Bracero program from 
1942 to 1964. The Bracero program is 
being highlighted by the Smithsonian 
exhibit, Bittersweet Harvest, and is 
being shown throughout the country. 

At a time when our Nation was at 
war and laborers were scarce, President 

Franklin Roosevelt and Mexican Presi-
dent Manuel Camacho created a guest 
worker program known as the Bracero 
program. In September of 1942, the first 
Braceros, under this agreement, ar-
rived in Stockton, California, the heart 
of my district. These individuals em-
bodied the American Dream by search-
ing for a better life for themselves and 
their families, and worked hard to 
make it come true. 

The Smithsonian exhibit uses per-
sonal stories from the Braceros to 
highlight their experiences in this pro-
gram and what they endured while ad-
justing to a new life in the United 
States. 

The San Joaquin Valley remains 
home to a strong and vibrant Mexican 
population, and the region’s heritage 
and history has been enriched due to 
its diversity. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the contributions of the peo-
ple who came to this country through 
the Bracero program. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FLORA ARCA MATA 
Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I also 

wish to honor the life of an education 
pioneer in my district, Flora Arca 
Mata. Ms. Mata was the first Asian 
American, specifically, the first 
Filipina teacher in the Stockton Uni-
fied School District, breaking barriers 
of stereotypes that Asian Americans 
faced immediately after World War II, 
thereby helping numerous minority 
teachers join the education field. 

Ms. Mata retired from teaching in 
1978 and passed away last Wednesday, 
at the age of 95. 

Ms. Mata was born in Honolulu and 
moved to Stockton in the 1920s. Her 
family settled in the Little Manila sec-
tion of Stockton. She attended the 
University of California at Los Ange-
les, where she met, and later married, 
her husband, Vidal Mata. 

Upon graduating from UCLA, neither 
Flora nor Vidal could find teaching 
jobs, so they traveled to the Phil-
ippines to teach. Returning to Stock-
ton in the aftermath of World War II, 
Ms. Mata responded to a Stockton Uni-
fied ad seeking substitute teachers. A 
year later, she was hired to teach kin-
dergartners full-time in the south 
Stockton school area. 

A steadfast public servant, Ms. Mata 
remained involved in the education 
system until her eighties, working as a 
substitute teacher and volunteering in 
her granddaughter’s kindergarten 
class. 

Ms. Mata’s commitment to the suc-
cess of our students is an inspiration 
for our entire community. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the barriers Ms. Mata shattered and 
the road she paved for other individ-
uals to enter the teaching profession. 

f 

POTENTIAL CUTS TO THE SUPPLE-
MENTAL NUTRITION ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor today opposed to the po-
tential cuts to the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, or SNAP, an 
important food program that lifts fam-
ilies, children, and seniors out of pov-
erty and provides an important safety 
net for those in need. 

SNAP is our Nation’s most important 
antihunger program. It provides food 
assistance to approximately 46 million 
Americans, and it kept 4.7 million peo-
ple out of poverty in 2011, including 
over 2 million children. This food pro-
gram has cut the number of children 
living in extreme poverty in America 
in half. 

Now, earlier this year, my colleagues 
on the other side approved a farm bill, 
but left the food for America’s families 
behind. They passed special subsidies 
for Big Ag but, for the first time in 
decades, excluded funding for food as-
sistance for America’s families in need. 

And now, months after providing spe-
cial subsidies for Big Ag, House Repub-
licans are bringing forward a bill to cut 
food assistance by $40 billion. Appar-
ently, the first attempt at $20 billion 
was not deep enough. So they pass a 
farm bill that provides corporate sub-
sidies, but they leave food for Amer-
ica’s families behind. 

In my district and in the State of Ne-
vada, more than 71 percent of SNAP 
participants are families with children. 
Almost 26 percent of all SNAP partici-
pants are in families with elderly and 
disabled members, and nearly 42 per-
cent of all SNAP families are in work-
ing families. 

So House Republicans support cor-
porate welfare for Big Ag and big busi-
ness, but cut food assistance for the el-
derly, for disabled, and, yes, even our 
veterans. 

We should not be cutting the safety 
net for our most vulnerable while 
maintaining costly government sub-
sidies for the well-off junk food, oil, 
and gas industries. 

SNAP benefits, Mr. Speaker, average 
less than $1.50 per person per meal. 
That amount is set to drop to about 
$1.40 this fall, when the 2009 Recovery 
Act’s temporary benefit boost ends. 

Now, the person who receives $1.50 
per meal in Nevada is not the problem 
with the budget. The problem is cor-
porate welfare and the special interest 
giveaways that litter our Tax Code. 

I recently held a telephone town hall 
the last time the Republicans tried to 
gut food assistance for America’s fami-
lies and my constituents. I heard from 
families who are doing everything they 
can to provide for their families. I 
heard from seniors who are doing their 
best to keep their heads above water 
and moms who are doing their best to 
escape poverty. If we cut SNAP even 
further, we are cutting a lifeline for 
these families. 

Now, another important constitu-
ency that is affected by this cut is our 
veterans. Census data indicate that na-
tionwide, approximately 900,000 vet-
erans receive SNAP assistance each 
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month. An estimated 170,000 of those 
900,000 veterans could be affected by 
the House Republican proposal to cut 
$40 billion from SNAP. 

In my State, studies estimate that 
72,184 veterans receive assistance from 
this important food assistance pro-
gram. That means roughly one in three 
veterans in Nevada—one in three—re-
ceive assistance from SNAP. 

Well, my question to the House Re-
publicans is: Is this how we repay our 
veterans—is their sacrifice not 
enough?—by trying to ram through $40 
billion in cuts to programs that people 
rely on, and then when that doesn’t 
work, doubling down and trying to 
make those cuts even worse? 

Military families are on a pace this 
year to redeem more than $100 million 
in food aid on military bases, and the 
House Republican reaction is to tell 
them that they need to live with less? 

I can’t do that. I can’t tell those fam-
ilies, Sorry, but you haven’t sacrificed 
enough. 

I urge my colleagues to do the re-
sponsible thing, do the right thing. 
Avoid these draconian cuts to pro-
grams that combat hunger effectively. 
This isn’t waste. This is a critical so-
cial safety net program that families 
and children and veterans rely on. 

I urge this body to oppose the House 
Republican plan. 

f 

b 1045 

AMERICA SHOULD TAKE NOTICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
this morning, I rise to call upon the 
consciousness and the conscience of 
not only America, but my colleagues. 

I rise in the backdrop of a dreamer’s 
speech, Dr. Martin Luther King, who 
spoke about the greatness of America. 
Dr. King had no quarrel with this Na-
tion. He loved its values. He found it a 
place of promise. And I imagine if he 
were alive today, he would have an an-
swer to Mr. Putin: America is excep-
tional. 

The world looks to America. America 
has been the Nation’s breadbasket. It 
has served and fed the world. Mr. 
Speaker, the farmers I know want to 
feed the world. They relish being called 
the suppliers of the breadbasket. They 
enjoy seeing their products arrive in 
places where people are hungry. In all 
the years that I have worked in the 
United States Congress, we’ve found a 
way to work with our family farmers 
and feed our children. That’s why I rise 
today in opposition to a devastating 
food fight. 

America should take notice. Today, 
all the food banks around the Nation 
should be bombarding this House and 
all of the faith leaders should be imme-
diately rising up and dialing in, for this 
is a devastating food fight—a $411 mil-
lion reduction in my State alone, im-
pacting 3,997,000 if this bill containing 

$4 billion in cuts to food stamps, or the 
supplemental nutrition program, goes 
forward today. 

There are 46.2 million people who are 
living in poverty in America, and 9.5 
million of them are families. Also, 16.1 
million children under the age of 18 are 
living in poverty. Is that the excep-
tional America? We know that we are 
better than that. 

Thirty-four percent of children in 
Texas are in poverty, 50.1 million 
Americans live in food insecurity, and 
16 million children do not eat nutri-
tiously. In larger proportions, that is 
what will happen today. 

And so this is the message: don’t cut 
SNAP. Stop the GOP from cutting $40 
billion, which is 33.4 million meals, or 
24 meals per month per family. That’s 
our message. 

How can we stand here as a country 
of dreamers and those who believe in 
acting? Dr. King dreamed, but he was 
focused on action. He believed in help-
ing the poor. He believed in jobs. And 
we come here today to stand on this 
floor with a straight face and engage in 
a battle of a food fight. I think it is 
atrocious, and it needs to stop. Where 
is the goodness that gives all Ameri-
cans opportunities to rise? 

I heard a Member on the floor discuss 
the Affordable Care Act. Well, get the 
facts. Right now, as we speak, the Af-
fordable Care Act is providing pre-
miums under $100 for those individuals 
that need to be insured, helping to cut 
poverty. That’s why we need all of 
these factors—not cuts in SNAP, not 
the elimination of the Affordable Care 
Act and a continuing resolution that is 
not going to go anywhere. All of these 
pound on people who are in need. 

I’m asking for relief. I’m asking for 
the very promised land that Dr. King 
also spoke of: the exceptionalism that 
is America. When we send young sol-
diers to foreign lands, they are excep-
tional. But yet some of the families of 
our soldiers are now on food stamps. Is 
that what America is about—cutting 
the food stamps of Active Duty sol-
diers? 

We have to do better than that. And 
so our message is going to be a strong 
one. We’re against it. We’re against all 
the pounding down on those who are 
trying to climb the ladder of success. 
We want to end the sequester that is 
going to cut 67.8 million teachers out 
of the primary and secondary schools. 

It is time now to say no, don’t cut 
SNAP, no to the CR, no to sequester, 
and yes to America, yes to the prom-
ised land, yes to the dream, yes to im-
plementing what is right, yes to allow-
ing us to climb the ladder of success. 
That’s the opportunity for Americans. 
Say yes to jobs, say yes to education. 

I believe that if we do not do that, 
Mr. Speaker, our ancestors and early 
Founding Fathers, the visionaries, 
even though we had our ups and downs, 
Mr. Speaker, are going to ask us, Why? 

God bless America, an exceptional 
Nation with a big heart. Vote ‘‘no’’ 
today. That’s what America wants: 
something for all of us. 

A DREAM-KILLING BILL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. FARR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, here we go 
again. 

Last week, we averted an attack on 
the country of Syria. This week, we 
again attack the country of the United 
States of America. We attack the 
working poor. 

What is it about the GOP-led institu-
tion? They can find nothing wrong 
with Wall Street criminals who have 
driven the American families into ruin, 
but we can spend several days attack-
ing the victims of the recession. 

I’m talking about people who need 
food stamps, which is the SNAP pro-
gram. It’s a debit card. They need help 
to buy food. Our farmers help them by 
growing the food, our grocery stores 
help them by selling the food, and our 
charity organizations help them when 
they fall through the cracks. And guess 
what? The helpers get paid. That’s the 
money that supports the food stamps. 
Those are jobs. But that’s about to go 
away. It’s about to hurt those who need 
the help. 

The bill on the floor today is H.R. 
3102. It’s the Republican Take Away 
Nutrition Reform and Take Away 
Work Opportunity Act. I added the 
‘‘takeaways’’ because that’s what it 
does. Sensible people ought to vote 
‘‘no’’ on this bill. 

You will hear that there are a lot of 
cheats out there. But guess what? The 
program has enforcement officers. 
They’re in place. And when cheats are 
caught, they’re fined or they go to jail. 
This is in contrast to the misguided 
Wall Street investors and the banking 
foreclosure mess, where no one seems 
to get caught or go to jail. But we here 
in Congress can pass a bad bill that 
takes food away from working moth-
ers. 

Who are these people on food stamps? 
Who receives this aid? You know them. 
They’re parents, sisters, brothers, 
moms and dads, and, as you’ve heard 
from previous speakers, they’re vet-
erans and people on Active Duty serv-
ice. They’re people in need of extra 
money to buy food. 

Yesterday, I met one of those persons 
here in the United States Capitol. 
She’s a working mom. She dropped out 
of high school at the age of 16 but even-
tually got a GED degree. With her GED 
degree, now that she had a baby, she 
was urged that she needed to go on. 
But she didn’t have a job. She needed 
help. She got it through food stamps. 
She decided now that she could care for 
her baby, she could go to community 
college to further her skill develop-
ment and later go on to a California 
college. She’s 21 years old. She’s a sen-
ior in college this year and now the 
mother of a 5-year-old son. 

I met her here in the United States 
Capitol because she works here. Her 
name is Lisa Russell. She won a Leon 
Panetta Hill internship. She is one of 
our best and brightest and needs food 
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