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ObamaCare long enough to preserve
the jobs, working hours, and existing
health care policies of the millions of
Americans who are now losing them.

So let’s cool the rhetoric and do what
this institution is designed to do: come
together in support of the objectives
upon which we all agree for the good of
the Nation and the people who have en-
trusted us with its care.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker,
in 3 days, this body threatens to shut
down the government.

A government shutdown is going to
affect millions of Americans. A govern-
ment shutdown is going to affect mid-
dle class families at a time when our
economy is slowly recovering, at a
time when people are just starting to
feel a little bit better about their home
values, at a time when my constituents
in Sacramento County are just now
starting to feel a little bit better.

Mr. Speaker, we can avoid this. Let’s
do what our history has shown us we
can do. President Ronald Reagan was
able to work with Speaker Tip O’Neill
and get something done. That’s what
happens in divided government. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton was able to work with
Speaker Newt Gingrich and get some-
thing done. That’s what happens in di-
vided government. You work together.
You listen to each other. You don’t
play this blame game. You act like
adults.

Let’s start talking and let’s start lis-
tening to one another. That’s what the
American public wants. They want
Democrats and Republicans to bring
their best ideas forward, put those
ideas on the table, and put the people
first. It’s not that hard to do. That’s
what we teach our kids to do. That’s
what we do for those of us that have
worked in the private sector. That’s
what American families do every day.
They learn how to work together.

The House is controlled by Repub-
licans, the Senate is controlled by
Democrats, and President Obama was
reelected as a Democratic President.
This is divided government. Mr. Speak-
er, sit down with the President, sit
down with the leadership, put the best
ideas forward, and compromise. We
can’t operate in a my-way-or-the-high-
way mentality, a winner-take-all men-
tality because that’s Kkilling this coun-
try.

The public is watching. In these next
3 days, I hope this body acts like adults
and we don’t start playing the blame
game and saying, Oh, it’s the Repub-
licans’ fault; oh, it’s the Democrats’
fault. That’s not going to get us any-
where.

Yesterday, the Senate passed a con-
tinuing resolution to keep the govern-
ment funded for 2 months. That isn’t a
solution, but at least it gives us 2
months to act like adults and put to-
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gether a real budget. At its core, that’s
what we need to do. The number one
job for elected officials, for all of us in
this body, is to put together a real
budget that takes the best Democratic
ideas and the best Republican ideas,
puts them together and puts the Amer-
ican people first.

We can listen to all of the rhetoric
that says the House has passed a budg-
et and we did it on time, the Senate
has passed a budget, the President has
passed a budget. The sad fact is all
three budgets are different. How do you
operate a business like that? How do
you manage your household like that?
Let’s act like adults, and let’s go to
conference. Let’s take those three
budgets, let’s figure out a solution and
a compromise and agree on one budget,
and then bring that back to this body.

Yes, the Senate passed a continuing
resolution. Mr. Speaker, I urge you to
bring it to this body today. Give us a
chance to vote up or down. If you don’t
like that resolution, then the Repub-
licans who control the House will vote
down on it. But give us a chance to
vote up or down. That’s how this
should work.

The Senate has passed a farm bill
that is important to this country and
it’s important to my constituents in
California and Sacramento. Give us a
chance to vote on that bill up or down.
That’s how government should work.

We’ve got to start coming together.

There is a group of us that are work-
ing together. I'm a leader of a group
called ‘“The Problem Solvers.”” It’s now
up to 83 Members. It’s Democrats and
Republicans. We don’t agree on every-
thing, but we listen to one another. We
put our ideas forward. We want govern-
ment to work. We want to fix prob-
lems, not fight. We want to actually
take those ideas.

One of the first bills that I passed
and I cosponsored was No Budget, No
Pay, which says if we don’t actually
put a budget together, why should
Members of Congress get paid? Nobody
else in America gets paid if they don’t
do their job. This body is not doing its
job. No Budget, No Pay, we passed it.
The Senate passed it and the President
signed it into law. Let’s actually pass a
budget. If we get 2 months, if we get 3
months in funding the government,
let’s use those 3 months wisely to pass
a budget. The public is watching.

Here are three things that we could
do: number one, go to a conference
committee. The Senate has appointed
folks to talk about their budget. The
House has not appointed those folks.
Let’s get this done, and let’s start mov-
ing America forward and relieving the
debt burden on our kids and grandkids.
We can do this. The public is watching.
Three more days.

e —
OBAMACARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise first to thank my colleague and
friend from California (Mr. BERA), for
recognizing that in divided govern-
ment, which we’ve had in the past, it’s
important that we sit down and resolve
differences and we negotiate.

He correctly pointed out that Presi-
dent Reagan, in the 1980s, was willing
to and quick to negotiate with then-
Speaker of the House Tip O’Neill, and
they accomplished great things. They
reformed the Tax Code in 1982. In 1986,
they reformed Social Security by
working with Tip O’Neill and Senator
Moynihan from New York. Twelve
years later, President Clinton was will-
ing to sit down and speak with then-
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich,
and they performed important things
for this country. They reformed wel-
fare and balanced the budget. Those
things weren’t easy. Those things took
resolution. It took resolve and willing-
ness to sit down and talk with each
other.

Here we are in the year 2013, and
many of us on this side of the aisle are
feeling like we don’t have government
that’s willing to sit down and nego-
tiate. As a matter of fact, this morning
in The Hill it is reported in a headline
that says: ‘‘Obama to Republicans: I
will not negotiate.”” So here we are at
the eleventh hour ready, willing to
compromise, to negotiate with a Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive
that will not negotiate with us.

What you need in order to com-
promise many times is time and space,
and I’'m here today, Mr. Speaker, to ex-
press my support for delaying the Af-
fordable Care Act by at least 1 year.
Since the law’s passage, time has
shown that the Affordable Care Act is a
misguided effort which has divided
Americans on the common goal of af-
fordable access to world-class health
care, as opposed to bringing us to-
gether to rise to the challenges that we
face as a country.

What has most of us deeply troubled
is that not only will the law leave over
30 million Americans uninsured and
forced to pay a tax, but it is forcing
physicians to fundamentally question
the nature of their profession and its
pursuit.

The role of the doctor fundamentally
changes under this law. As opposed to
being healers, doctors are now bureau-
crats. The law erodes the core of Amer-
ican medicine, defined by exceptional
medical care practiced by highly
trained experts who are driven to inno-
vate and improve for the common good.
Instead, this law leads to medicine by
bureaucrat and checking off boxes.

As for the 30 million who will remain
uninsured under the law’s design, they
will continue to be left outside the
health care system. Compounding mat-
ters, the law also creates countless
newly uninsured Americans, something
the President told us would not hap-
pen. But it is happening in the Eighth
Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania, with workplaces struggling to
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