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I will always fight for our veterans. I
am proud to serve them in my work on
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. The
first piece of legislation I passed this
year will help our veterans who are
stuck in the VA backlog.

And I will always stand up for our na-
tional parks. I am grateful to live near
the Grand Canyon, a national treasure.
My district has many of these wonder-
ful destinations. I recently introduced
a bill that will protect and expand the
Casa Grande Ruins National Monument
in southern Arizona.

So my support for these issues is
clear. But the real way to support our
veterans and support our parks is to re-
open the government. And if piecemeal
is their solution, then what about mak-
ing sure Social Security offices are
open to help our seniors?
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What about making sure programs to
help women and children are up and
running? What about our Indian health
services, which serves the 12 tribes in
my district?

We need to restart everything and
protect our economy. Taking a piece-
meal approach to the shutdown is like
driving down a dead-end street. The
House GOP knows this, and yet they
refuse to allow a vote on a clean CR.

We are wasting precious time. Every
ounce of energy and urgency in Con-
gress should be directed toward reopen-
ing the government and protecting our
economy. Our local economies in Ari-
zona are taking a direct hit.

Yesterday, on day one of the shut-
down in my district, busloads of tour-
ists and hundreds of visitors were
turned away from the Grand Canyon
National Park. These folks waited a
year or more for their turn to go on a
river rafting trip in the canyon. There
were even folks whose weddings,
planned long ago, had to be scrapped
today.

The Grand Canyon National Park
generates more than $1.2 million a day
in visitor spending. That spending, like
the government, is now shut down.

I represent several other national
park attractions, including the Pet-
rified Forest National Park, the Grand
Canyon Ruins National Monument, and
the Montezuma Castle National Monu-
ment. These are some of Arizona’s
most important economic drivers. We
can’t afford to hang a ‘‘closed’ sign out
in front of these destinations. This
shutdown will devastate the small
communities in my district.

I call on my House colleagues to stop
the games and get to work to restart
government.

———
CONTINUING RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WOODALL) for 56 minutes.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I have a
heavy heart about this issue, as I know
many of my colleagues do. In fact, I
haven’t bumped into one of the 432 of
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us who is enthusiastic about the situa-
tion that we are in.

I will tell you, Mr. Speaker, one of
the things that is most troubling to me
is the decision to define success as
passing a CR that the Senate is dic-
tating. I don’t say that because it is
the Senate. My constituency back
home doesn’t care about CRs. A CR is
a continuing resolution, as you know,
Mr. Speaker.

The only time—the only time—a con-
tinuing resolution comes to the floor of
this House is when the House has al-
ready failed to do the job it was sup-
posed to do. That is passing appropria-
tions bills, Mr. Speaker. That is appro-
priating through 12 different bills, one
step at a time, making those decisions
about spending priorities for the Na-
tion.

It is fascinating to me, Mr. Speaker,
because it has been years—years—since
this House has gone through that proc-
ess not through any fault of this House,
but because we have absolutely no ac-
tivity on the Senate side. Again, it
somehow is getting defined today as if
you do things ‘‘piecemeal’” that you
are somehow doing something wrong.
Again, that is regular order. Doing
things one bill at a time is normal.
That is what is supposed to happen.
You are supposed to make individual
decisions on individual bills.

Last year, the House passed seven
different appropriations bills, Mr.
Speaker, one step at a time the way
the government is supposed to be fund-
ed. The Senate passed one and, thus,
the process broke down. No appropria-
tions bills were passed. We have been
funding the government through these
continuing resolutions. Well, here we
are again: this year, Mr. Speaker, the
House has worked on five appropria-
tions bills; the Senate has passed
Zero—zero.

So we are here where we are today
because the Senate hasn’t been able to
move anything at all. It is with a
heavy heart that I hear my colleagues
say we could reopen services for vet-
erans, but we are not going to do it be-
cause we have a better plan that we
ought to do everything at once. If we
can’t help everybody, we don’t want to
help anybody.

I don’t believe that is actually the
sentiment of my friends on the other
side of the aisle. In fact, Mr. Speaker,
in June of this year, we came to-
gether—we came together—in this
House, only four votes against a Vet-
erans Affairs appropriations bill. Four
votes in this entire House of Represent-
atives voted ‘‘no.” Everyone else voted
‘“‘yes.” That bill, which fully funds all
of our veterans services, in fact, pluses
up the funding for our veterans serv-
ices not for 3 months, not for 3 weeks,
but for the entire fiscal year. We
passed that in June, Mr. Speaker, and
it sits in the Senate dusty today hav-
ing received no attention since June.

I don’t know about your constitu-
ents, Mr. Speaker, but my constituents
want us to get something done. They
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understand there are things that we
disagree about, but isn’t there more
that unites us than divides us? I tell
you that there is. I am absolutely cer-
tain that there is. If the only way we
can find it is to move one small piece
of legislation at a time, that may not
be the most efficient way to do it, but
if that gets the job done, let’s get the
job done.

Mr. Speaker, I am tired of excuses
and I am tired of the blame. The Rules
Committee is going to report out a rule
today that is going to bring these pro-
visions back to the House for an oppor-
tunity to open up those parks that my
colleague was talking about just a few
minutes ago, an opportunity to serve
our veterans, an opportunity to deal
with the important research at NIH,
and on and on.

Let’s find those things we agree on.
Let’s get something done. We can do it,
Mr. Speaker.

———
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. MORAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, this Re-
publican shutdown is an outrageous ab-
dication of Congress’ responsibility. It
didn’t need to be this way.

In fact, if the House leadership were
to call up a clean continuing resolution
appropriations bill today it would pass.
There are a sufficient number of votes
from both sides of the political aisle to
pass the measure. So far, however, the
House Republican leadership has re-
fused to do so, afraid of extremists
within its own caucus—the so-called
TED CRUZ Tea Party faction—whose de-
mand is to shut down the government
until the Affordable Care Act is either
repealed or delayed.

So the American people’s govern-
ment has shut down. Ninety percent of
the employees of the Environmental
Protection Agency have been fur-
loughed. Eighty-four percent of the em-
ployees of the Department of Interior
all over the country, but mostly in the
Western States, have all been fur-
loughed. Seventy percent of the em-
ployees of our essential intelligence
agencies have now been furloughed. Re-
cipients of the Women, Infants, and
Children program, the most vulnerable
mothers and children, have had their
livelihoods jeopardized. The National
Institutes of Health have had to turn
away 30 children with cancer from clin-
ical trials.

We in this House must end this shut-
down. This debate isn’t even about the
budget. The President and the Senate
have already agreed to trillions of dol-
lars of cuts set by the so-called Ryan
Republican budget even though this
draconian budget will endanger basic
government operations, it will
disinvest in our children’s future, and
it will trigger even more Federal em-
ployee furloughs and possible RIF's.

Rather, this shutdown is about a
measure that strengthens insurance
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