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compromise on this. How do you ex-
tend a hand to a clenched fist? You
cannot compromise when the other
side is not willing to accept the fact
that the Affordable Care Act is the law
of the land. It has been debated. It has
been voted on. It has been found to be
constitutional. Let’s just get on with
the American people’s business.

I think that if we all ran our house-
holds and our businesses the way this
Congress is now functioning, simply
put, it would be unacceptable. We know
better. We know that it’s irresponsible
and reckless to make the American
people pay when we don’t get our way.
We were sent to Congress to represent
something bigger than ourselves. We
were sent to represent the American
people, all of the people, all Americans,
not just the privileged few.

We represent every military family
and every veteran, from the homeless
veteran in Birmingham, Alabama, to
those serving overseas right now. We
represent every child in this great
country of ours, from the child who
will eat free lunch today because of the
SNAP program, to the child here in
D.C. who is enrolled in the Head Start
program. All Americans. We were
elected to be representatives. We need
to start earning the title of being a
representative by representing all of
the people. It’s unacceptable that we
are in this Chamber while the rest of
government is shut down. It is unac-
ceptable.

Mr. Speaker, I urge that you bring to
this House floor a clean funding bill
unencumbered by unreasonable amend-
ments. Bring a clean funding bill to
this floor, and I guarantee you that
both Republicans and Democrats would
pass that bill and we would open back
up the Federal Government.

It’s important that we put our par-
tisan politics aside and truly start rep-
resenting the American people that
sent us here. Let’s be representative of
all the people.

————
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the opportunity to address
my colleagues today. Indeed, being in
the middle of a government shutdown
is something we did not want, and my
colleagues and I on our side of the aisle
continue to invite the Senate col-
leagues and their conferees to sit at
the table with us and negotiate. We
want to make certain that we work out
the issues of our Nation’s fiscal health.

We have to remember currently we’re
borrowing $2 billion, $3 billion a day to
keep the doors open. This is something
we cannot do. It is not fair. It is not
fair to future generations. It is not fair
to our children and grandchildren. It is
not fair to the small business people
who have dreams of building a busi-
ness, watching that business grow,
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watching those dreams come true. It is
not fair to the future of their families.
To our Senate colleagues, we do con-
tinue to ask them to join us and to ne-
gotiate these issues.

There’s a lot that’s been said about
ObamaCare, and some say, Well, it
doesn’t have anything to do with the
budget. You know what, Mr. Speaker?
It has everything to do with the budget
because of the amount of growth that
is taking place in this program. I think
we all remember that originally
ObamaCare was to be a health insur-
ance access program. Let’s give a path-
way for uninsured Americans to have
access to health insurance, a laudable
goal, something that there was agree-
ment on. Where it ran off the rails, if
you will, was in the projections of the
cost—far exceeding what anybody
thought it would be—when it began to
make $600 billion worth of cuts in
Medicare, taking money out of Medi-
care, money that the Federal Govern-
ment is taking out of wage earners’
paychecks and putting it into the pot
that says ‘“‘ObamaCare” and using that
money to redirect, to stand up the
ObamaCare program.

There’s a problem with that. There’s
a problem when there are mandates
that are made on our hospitals, on our
physicians that are paying them less.
There’s a problem when there is $819.3
billion of new taxes specifically embed-
ded in the ObamaCare legislation, the
law, $819.3 billion worth of new taxes
that are going to come out of the pay-
checks of workers and be put into the
ObamacCare pot to implement that law.

The impact is dramatic. Even though
the President has given 1,200 waivers
and special favors, even though he’s
chosen to make 19 delays of the pro-
gram for people and entities that have
gone to him and said, Hey, we would
like a delay or we would like a waiv-
er—the list goes on and on—it is indi-
viduals, like my constituents, who are
dealing with the full impact of this.

Here are a couple of the emails that
I have received:

Marsha, please stop ObamaCare from hap-
pening.

This is a small businessowner in one
of my cities:

It was great for me to have insurance
through the CoverTN program for small
business. It works great for me and others.
It’s affordable. There’s no way I can afford
ObamaCare. My insurance cost is going up
five times more than what I pay now. We
cannot afford this program.

A small business owner who went to
a check-cashing facility, got $400,
started a business, and now has five lo-
cations, 45 employees, wants to grow
this business, and cannot because with
a 40-hour workweek, 50 employees, it
would cause him to have to shutter the
doors of his five locations and do some-
thing different for his 45 employees.
That is the impact that this law is hav-
ing on a regular daily basis.

Another constituent with a child
with type 1 diabetes, they have utilized
their employer’s reimbursement ac-
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count, $5,000 that was there. Now that’s
going to be limited to $2,500. They are
looking at how unaffordable the Af-
fordable Care Act is going to be for
them.

The list goes on and on.

———————

GARRETT LEE SMITH MEMORIAL
ACT REAUTHORIZATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, my colleague, Dr. BILL CAS-
SIDY, a Republican from Louisiana, and
I, introduced a bipartisan bill, H.R.
2734, the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial
Reauthorization Act, on July 19 of this
year. This legislation would reauthor-
ize the Garrett Lee Smith Memorial
Act to help State and local govern-
ments and universities to continue to
provide and develop suicide prevention
programs. This current bill is budget
neutral and would revise and extend
provisions of the original act signed
into law by President George W. Bush
in 2004. It is named for former-Senator
Gordon Smith, Republican of Oregon’s
22-year-old son Garrett whose life was
ended in September of 2003.

Every year, over 38,000 Americans die
by suicide, and many more are treated
for self-inflicted injuries that result
from suicide attempts. As you may
know, suicide still remains the second
leading cause of death for our adoles-
cents and young adults between the
ages of 10 and 24, and results in 4,800
lives lost each year according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

Also, the same agency reported that
youths in grades 9 through 12, in public
and private schools in the TUnited
States, found that 15 percent of stu-
dents reported seriously considering
suicide, 11 percent reported creating a
plan, and 7 percent reported trying to
take their own life. The 2010 American
College Health Association’s National
College Health Assessment II noted
that 45.6 percent of the students sur-
veyed reported feeling that things were
hopeless and 30 percent reported feeling
depressed.

The Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act
Reauthorization grant program has as-
sisted 35 tribes, 45 States, and 85 insti-
tutions of higher education to develop
suicide prevention and intervention
programs, which are often the first line
of defense for those with this troubling
disease of mental illness concerns, who
are distraught and aren’t certain about
what to do.

Again, H.R. 2734 is budget neutral,
and I come to the floor to ask all of my
colleagues to cosponsor the Garrett
Lee Smith Memorial Act. We can dis-
agree on some things, but I don’t think
we need to disagree on this.

Please, sign up as a cosponsor.
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GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. STUTZMAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
come to the floor today to share what
I believe is a lack of cooperation in
Washington, D.C.

I come from Indiana as a farmer who
served in the Indiana Legislature at
times where we had divided govern-
ment. My belief is that the only way
you’re going to solve a problem when
you have issues is to talk. When you
have one party who’s at the table and
is willing to discuss the problems that
we face and you have another party
who refuses to come to the table, we're
not going to get anything done.

The gentleman from New York asked
a little bit ago: Who is in charge in the
Republican conference, is the Speaker
of the House or the Tea Party faction?
I'1l tell you who I believe is in charge,
and that is our Speaker with the au-
thority from the American people who
elected each of us to come to Wash-
ington to represent them and to fight
for them and to fight against an over-
aggressive Federal Government, $17
trillion of debt, and to fight a health
care law that only intrudes more and
more on American lives.

As I think about history, we have
been in a government shutdown before.
Under those circumstances, we had
President Ronald Reagan, who was a
Republican, and we had Speaker of the
House Tip O’Neill. Speaker of the
House Tip O’Neill shut down govern-
ment seven different times during
President Reagan’s time in office, but
President Reagan didn’t just sit at the
White House and refuse to talk. He
didn’t go out traveling around the
country pointing the finger back at
Congress. He invited Tip O’Neill down
to the White House and sat down over
a cup of coffee and talked the problems
out. That’s what leadership does. Lead-
ership brings people to the table and
finds a way to get the problems re-
solved.
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Here in the Western Hemisphere, we
work—whether it’s in business, wheth-
er it’s in our family budgets, whether
it’s in our family problems, we try to
find a way for both sides to win be-
cause that’s how we’re going to walk
away from the table feeling like we
were successful and that we didn’t
break the principles that we believe in,
that we’re going to find a way to work
together and it’s going to be a win-win
for both parties.

But right now, we’re seeing that it’s
going to be a win-lose situation, where
President Obama and Senator HARRY
REID are going to say: We’re going to
win and Republicans are going to lose.
Because we have sent over four dif-
ferent compromises, four different pro-
posals to the Senate, and what does the
Senate do with them? They table them.
They put them on the table and say:
We’re not going to even negotiate.
We’re not even going to talk.
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Now, is that what Tip O’Neill did? Is
that what President Ronald Reagan
did? Even after seven times, the gov-
ernment was shut down because what
were they fighting over? Speaker Tip
O’Neill was actually fighting for the
Fairness Doctrine. It wasn’t over big-
ger government spending or more gov-
ernment spending or $17 trillion of debt
or a massive, much larger health care
program. It was over an ideology. So if
we can’t even come to the table to talk
about the problems that we face today,
Washington is going to continue to be
broken for a long time.

I hear the frustration from my col-
leagues about the furloughs, and I sym-
pathize with that because I have con-
stituents in the Third District of Indi-
ana who are furloughed. But at the
same time, there have been many
Americans who have been furloughed
without pay, who don’t have work be-
cause of the uncertainty that
ObamaCare has placed on this econ-
omy. And I believe that it’s time that
we stand up for the American people
rather than for the American Federal
Government and start looking out for
the people in this country and say:
We’re with you.

———

CIVILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MARINO) for 3% min-
utes.

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I am cer-
tainly not going to be 3% minutes at
this point. I had some notes. But that’s
what I usually do when I get up with
notes, go away and I try to speak from
the heart.

I have been watching this, and it’s
very frustrating. And first let me say,
there’s no one who should go without
health insurance. I have a daughter
who has a disease for which there’s no
cure, none whatsoever. She will be
lucky to live to her late twenties. So
it’s critically important that there be a
method by which we can get some help
to pay for treatment, not only for her,
but for every child out there and every
human being.

But aside from that, I go to the gym
every morning at about 6:00, and I work
out with my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle and on my side of the
aisle. The camaraderie is extraor-
dinary. We joke with each other. We
help each other in the weight room. We
spot each other. We talk about our
families. We even talk about politics.
But it’s civil. And I would really like
to have the whole floor, as well as the
American people, see how we commu-
nicate with one another in that gym in
the morning.

But I am asking that every person be
civil. The Republicans have been called
Nazis, terrorists, people that don’t
want to take care of children and sen-
iors—and that’s wrong. We can have
ideals, we can have a belief, but we
need to be civil about it. And we need
to give an example and show an exam-
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ple to the American people that we’re
adults and that we can have different
views. And that’s what a democracy is
about. We don’t have to make it per-
sonal. We don’t have to aggrandize it
to get attention, to call names.

So I'm saying to my colleagues, I'm
reaching across. I have not been un-
civil. I will not do it. I will criticize my
colleagues if they do it. But let’s use
this moment to show the American
people that we can have a dialogue, we
can have arguments, but to keep it
civil; because when the dust is settled,
America is going to be better for it,
and the Congress is going to be much
better for it.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

You have promised, O God, that You
are with us wherever we are and what-
ever we are doing, to heal and to help,
to give strength and make us whole.

We pray that we all, and the Mem-
bers of this assembly especially, will be
receptive to Your promises and receive
them with confidence and conviction
that, armed by Your Spirit, they will
be able to forge good solutions to the
current impasse which promote justice,
equity and truth.

Pardon us as we have missed the
mark to this point, and yet, we pray
that we will be faithful messengers of
Your word and steadfast stewards of all
Your gifts.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.
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