H6118

A GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN IS AN
ABANDONMENT OF CONGRESS’
DUTY

(Ms. SINEMA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, a govern-
ment shutdown is an abandonment of
Congress’ duty, and it’s irresponsible.
We must focus solely on creating a
commonsense solution that ends this
shutdown.

I believe Members of Congress need
to talk to and listen to one another,
even when we don’t agree. I listen to
my Republican colleagues and, while I
don’t agree with them all the time, I'm
open to hearing their ideas because
this country deserves a Congress that
finds commonsense solutions.

I voted, over the past week, to keep
the process moving forward, but the
process and Washington are clearly
broken. Nine months of cynical pos-
turing has led to this shutdown, which
is hurting hardworking Arizonans in
my district.

Mr. Speaker, there is no more time
for games or gimmicks. We have to
find a reasonable, bipartisan solution.
We cannot end this shutdown without
House Democrats and Republicans vot-
ing together.

Let’s get to work now.

———————

HISTORY IS MUCH DIFFERENT

(Mr. LABRADOR asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. LABRADOR. Mr. Speaker, over
the last few days we Kkeep hearing
about how Republicans are terrorists,
Republicans have guns to everybody’s
head. And it’s been, actually, really sad
to hear the other side talk about these
things.

At this point in Ronald Reagan’s sec-
ond term, for example, the government
had already shut down the government
six times, according to The Washington
Post and according to many other arti-
cles. And this happened under the lead-
ership of Democratic 1leader Tip
O’Neill, precisely the opposite of the
political dynamic that exists today.

Former O’Neill staffer and MSNBC
pundit Chris Matthews has written an
entire book extolling the era as a time
when politics actually worked. You can
probably guess how he feels today
about this.

But the problem is that, during Tip
O’Neill’s career, there were seven dif-
ferent shutdowns with the Democrats.
The final shutdown of O’Neill’s career,
according to Andrew Stiles of the Na-
tional Review, happened in October of
1986. House Democrats had picked a
fight with Reagan on a number of

issues, including labor, energy, and
welfare policy.
Today, Democrats insist that this

has never happened in history, and the
reality is that the history is much dif-
ferent.
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SHAMEFUL IDEOLOGICAL
TANTRUMS

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it has been 2 days since an extreme few
in Congress put politics ahead of coun-
try and allowed a government shut-
down. It’s shameful that some will
allow ideological tantrums to take the
place of civility and a real legislative
agenda.

This partisan paralysis has put us on
pace to be the least productive Con-
gress in history. We voted nearly 50
times to repeal the Affordable Care
Act, even though it’s been upheld by
the highest court and reaffirmed by the
reelection of our President.

Yes, I said the reelection of our
President. Some of my colleagues still
seem to be having a hard time with the
fact that he won. It’s time to get over
it and move on because the most im-
portant issue for Americans is the
economy. And this Congress hasn’t
even come close to passing a jobs bill.

The individuals holding America hos-
tage with their political games claim
they’re doing so because they want
their voices to be heard.

Well, my constituents also want to
be heard. Their message is loud and
clear: End this irresponsible shutdown
and get back to the business of rebuild-
ing our economy, restoring the Amer-
ican Dream, and rehabilitating our rep-
utation with the American people.

Let’s act now and end this shutdown
today.

———

WE NEED A REASONABLE
PROPOSAL

(Mr. LANKFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. Speaker, I hear
from folks all the time—we need to
have a reasonable proposal to be able
to end this. Well, how about this for a
reasonable proposal.

There are lot of people that are con-
cerned about the penalties and the ef-
fects that are coming down on them in
the next year. People have reasonable
questions about how this is going to
happen.

Am I going to sign up right?

Am I going to have a problem?

So let’s do this. Let’s take, for the
first year, just take the penalties away
from individuals; that if you make a
mistake on filing of your ObamaCare,
or if you have real problems with it, for
the first year you won’t have to pay
those penalties. Just for the first year.

And then also, here’s something else
reasonable: How about Members of
Congress and the White House have to
live under the same rules that every
American does dealing with
ObamaCare?

Is that a reasonable proposal?

Well, that happens to be the proposal
that we have on the table right now—
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that if someone makes a mistake on
their filing of ObamaCare, or they
don’t want to do it this first year, they
won’t face penalties the first year.

Every Member of Congress and all of
the White House will have to be in the
exchanges, just like every other Amer-
ican that’s out there that’s required to
be in that. We think that’s a reason-
able proposal.

For my colleagues that support
ObamaCare, I am amazed they’re fight-
ing like crazy to not be in it.

At this point, we should meet face-
to-face. I was pleased to see the Presi-
dent say he wants to meet, was dis-
appointed to see he wants to meet to
say he won’t negotiate.

Let’s meet face-to-face and solve
this.

———
0 1215

NO NEW PATIENTS, NO NEW
CLINICAL TRIALS

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, instead
of waging a war on cancer, the Repub-
lican Tea Party is waging a war on
cancer patients.

The Tea Party shutdown will deny
200 patients a week—30 of them kids—
treatment at the largest research hos-
pital in the world, the National Insti-
tutes of Health. These are often last-
chance cancer treatments that offer
the only hope for kids who are stuck
with cancer.

And why did the Tea Party shut
down the government? Because they
oppose the Affordable Care Act. This is
a law that says that never again can
insurance companies deny coverage for
a family with a kid who is stuck with
cancer. Under the Affordable Care Act,
no family will go bankrupt because of
cancer. And this is the bill the Tea
Party is so furious about.

What’s more, the Tea Party budgets
have decimated cancer research. NIH
used to fund 33 percent of applications
for promising research; today, it’s 16
percent. The shutdown is stopping can-
cer research at Roswell Park and
across the country.

I hear we may take another fake vote
tonight to restore funding to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. This is dis-
gusting. This bill will continue the se-
quester assault on cancer research.

I would remind my colleagues that
for families and kids fighting cancer,
the only failure in cancer research is
when you are forced to quit because of
a Tea Party Federal Government shut-
down.

——————

TIME FOR SENATE TO EMBRACE
#FAIRNESSFORALL, TIME TO RE-
OPEN GOVERNMENT

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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