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court, or a gun; not one of the basic in-
alienable rights sent down by God, nat-
ural law.

So we have a lot to do around here.
Republicans dig in for a reason because
this is a solid belief system. It’s not
even politics. Yeah, not politics. This
is an important cornerstone principle
we’re fighting for here—the basic lib-
erties, the freedom of choice. And these
are not being laid down 230-something
years ago either by the King or by this
mandate now.

My friend, I appreciate the time that
you are giving me here tonight. We
have a lot more to do on this effort,
and we are going to continue to fight
the battle because it’s for the right
thing on the founding principles of this
Nation.

Thank you, Mr. GOHMERT.

Mr. GOHMERT. Reclaiming my time,
one of the things that I greatly appre-
ciate is the in-depth analysis, the care-
ful cogitation and contemplation about
the role we are supposed to play. I have
greatly appreciated that.

Another new Member of Congress is
here with us. We have about 4 minutes,
and I would yield to my friend from
Oklahoma (Mr. BRIDENSTINE).

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. I thank the gen-
tleman from Texas. Thank you for
your leadership here in the House of
Representatives, and also thank you to
my friend from California.

I would just like to maybe have a
brief dialogue with the gentleman from
Texas if that’s okay.

It wasn’t too long ago we passed a
bill to fund the entire government.
That was something that was hard for
a lot of us to swallow because there’s a
whole lot of things in a continuing res-
olution that we’re not, frankly, inter-
ested in funding, but we swallowed that
pill because it defunded ObamaCare.
We sent it to the Senate. HARRY REID
stripped out the defunding, and he sent
it right back to the House of Rep-
resentatives.

So we said, Okay, let’s just take 1
year. The President has already de-
layed major provisions of ObamaCare.
He saw the jobs report. People were
shifting from full-time work to part-
time work. Some people were losing
their jobs. People were losing their
health insurance. Health insurance pre-
miums were spiking. Companies were
trying to get down below 49 employees.
So we said, Okay, the President wants
to delay major provisions of
ObamacCare, let’s give him a year. We’ll
delay it for a year and fund the entire
government. Again, I voted for that.

I would just like to ask the gen-
tleman from Texas, I'm new here. I've
been here for 9 months now. We passed
that at about 1 o’clock in the morning
on a Saturday night—I guess it was a
Sunday morning—and the next day the
Democrats didn’t show up. The next
day after that, they didn’t even come
in until 2 in the afternoon.

I would just, with your vast wisdom
and experience, sir, maybe you could
clarify for the American people what
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was going on. I mean, we’re on the
brink of a government shutdown and
they just didn’t show up. Was it maybe
that they were looking for a shutdown?

Mr. GOHMERT. There doesn’t seem
to be much question at all. Having
tried many cases as a lawyer, judge,
and chief justice, the evidence is clear.
We sent four things, the last of which
was saying, Okay, we're appointing ne-
gotiators. You don’t agree with any of
the compromises we’ve sent, all you
have to do now is appoint negotiators,
conferees, and we’ll work it out this
evening and it will all be done. They
refused to even appoint people to nego-
tiate and get it worked out during the
night. That tells you pretty clearly
they wanted a shutdown for 3 years
now, since the Republicans won the
House back in November of 2010.
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We have heard them talking about,
gee, if there is a shutdown they always
blame the Republicans and we can get
the majority back.

But I would ask the gentleman the
question that was asked to the Senate
Democratic leader today, when a CNN
reporter, Dana Bash, said: ‘“‘But if you
can help one child who has cancer, why
wouldn’t you do it?”’ And Mr. REID
said: “Why would we want to do that?
I have 1,100 people at Nellis Air Force
Base that are sitting home. They have
a few problems of their own. This is—
to have someone of your intelligence to
suggest such a thing maybe means
you’re irresponsible and reckless.” She
said: “I’'m just asking a question.”

Just asking the original question:
“You all talked about children with
cancer unable to go to clinical trials.
The House is presumably going to pass
a bill that funds at least the NIH.
Given what you've said, will you at
least pass that? And if not, aren’t you
playing the same political games that
Republicans are?”’

He talked around it and wouldn’t an-
swer it. But the ultimate answer is:
Why would we want to do that if we
could save even one child?

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. When you think
about what we did last night, we talk
about common ground a lot in the
House of Representatives. It is a couple
of words I hear all the time: common
ground, common ground, common
ground.

Here we had an opportunity Ilast
night in the midst of a government
shutdown knowing that we have war-
riors coming back from the battle-
field—I am one of them myself; I flew
combat in Iraq and Afghanistan—and
we wanted to pass a bill where there is
strong common ground, we want to
fund the Veterans Administration, we
want to make sure that our veterans
get the care they need.

Yesterday, on the floor of the House,
the Democrats in this body killed that.
Maybe you could shed some light on
why they would want to do that?

Mr. GOHMERT. It sounds like the
gentleman is basically asking a ques-
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tion like Dana Bash. Well, that would
have helped veterans who are sick and
need help and are seeking medical care
and need their checks to finish getting
the medication and things that they
need.

The question that Senator REID
asked keeps resonating back as the
Democratic answer: Why would we
want to do that?

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. The only thing—
and I have thought about this a lot—
the only thing I can possibly think of
why they would not want to fund the
veterans is that they want to hold the
veterans hostage for something else,
namely ObamaCare. That is the only
thing I can think of.

Mr. GOHMERT. I thank my friend,
Dr. LAMALFA, and my friend the com-
bat veteran, Mr. BRIDENSTINE.

Mr. Speaker, we are still wondering
why they would not want to help these
people?

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 33 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, October 3, 2013, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3184. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting Transmittal No.
DDTC 13-125, pursuant to the reporting re-
quirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

3185. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting Transmittal No.
DDTC 13-121, pursuant to the reporting re-
quirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

3186. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting Transmittal No.
DDTC 13-122, pursuant to the reporting re-
quirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

3187. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting Transmittal No.
DDTC 13-089, pursuant to the reporting re-
quirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

3188. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting Transmittal No.
DDTC 13-079, pursuant to the reporting re-
quirements of Section 36(c) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

3189. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting Transmittal No.
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