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The Senate met at 10:30 a.m., and was
called to order by the Honorable HEIDI
HEITKAMP, a Senator from the State of
North Dakota.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, who remains our shelter in
the time of storms, we are helpless
without Your power. Unless You em-
power our lawmakers, they can see the
ideal but not reach it. They can know
the right but not do it. They can com-
prehend their duty but not perform it.
They can seek the truth but not fully
find it.

Dear God, help our lawmakers. En-
lighten their minds, purify their
hearts, and strengthen their wills, ena-
bling them to pass beyond guessing to
knowing, beyond doubting to cer-
tainty, beyond resolving to doing, and
beyond intention to action.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, October 2, 2013.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable HEIDI HEITKAMP, a

Senate

Senator from the State of North Dakota, to
perform the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Ms. HEITKAMP thereupon assumed
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE
Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-

lowing my remarks and those of Sen-
ator MCCONNELL, the Senate will be in
a period of morning business for debate
until noon, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled, with Senators
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

———

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. REID. Madam President, it is ob-
vious when you check the press that
the Republicans have had a very, very
bad week. On the same day that Demo-
crats in Congress delivered quality af-
fordable health insurance to tens of
millions more Americans, the Repub-
lican Congress delivered this Nation a
government shutdown.

Thanks to the Affordable Care Act,
yvesterday millions of Americans went
on line to shop for affordable insurance
policies in the new marketplace ex-
changes. Some compare that to when
Google went on line and the many
problems that Google had because they
had no idea people were so interested
in Google. There were some problems
they had. Of course, now we know how
people feel about Google.

The same is going to happen with
this Affordable Care Act. People have
until December to sign up. They are on
again today as they were yesterday

signing up. But thanks to the Repub-
lican government shutdown, hundreds
of thousands of public servants were
sent home without pay. Thanks to the
Republican shutdown, tourists lined up
outside Red Rock Canyon outside Las
Vegas where more than 1 million peo-
ple a year go. But they did not go there
yesterday. There were gates. They
could not get in.

Thanks to the Republican govern-
ment shutdown, a group of World War
II veterans who traveled from Iowa and
Mississippi had to break down barri-
cades to visit the Washington, DC, me-
morial in their honor, some of them in
wheelchairs.

Thanks to the Republican govern-
ment shutdown, 200 very sick patients,
including 30 children, were turned
away from the National Institutes of
Health clinic that offers lifesaving—
that is an understatement—lifesaving
treatment. Most of the children turned
away are suffering from some type of
cancer.

I read that modern-day anarchists in
the House have been celebrating the
shutdown—celebrating the shutdown.
They can barely contain their glee at
having realized a 2010 campaign prom-
ise to halt the basic functions of gov-
ernment. Here is what the tea party
spokesperson said. She is their spokes-
person, MICHELE BACHMANN. Remem-
ber, she is the woman that ran for
President and was the leading con-
tender for about 4 hours or whatever it
was. But anyway, she loves to talk.
Here is what she said yesterday, ‘‘It’s
exactly what we wanted, and we got
it.”” You cannot make up stuff like
that. Can you imagine anyone saying
that when we have babies turned away
who are coming for lifesaving treat-
ment? “It’s exactly what we wanted,
and we got it.”

It is time for my Republican col-
leagues to do a gut check. Republicans
in the House have proposed one
cockamamie, can’t-pass idea after an-
other the last few days: defund
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