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about whether we are going to keep
government open, whether we are
going to pay our bills. We must do that
for the sake of the people of this coun-
try.

I want to mention one other issue. I
filed yesterday legislation with many
of my colleagues to make it clear that
those Federal workers who are fur-
loughed, we are going to fight to do
what we did in the 1990s when we went
on government shutdown, and pay all
Federal workers. They are innocent.
They should be made whole. My legis-
lation is cosponsored by many of my
colleagues. We have bipartisan support
in the House of Representatives. We
have to make sure we get that bill
passed so every Federal worker is made
whole as a result of this shutdown that
is not their fault.

I yield the floor. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that morning busi-
ness be extended until 5 p.m., and that
all provisions under the previous order
remain in effect, and that Senator REID
be recognized following morning busi-
ness and that all time spent in quorum
calls be equally divided.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CARDIN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
wish to speak as if in morning business
and consume as much time as is nec-
essary.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Wow, I think we are
growing weary. I think we are growing
weary of the gridlock, deadlock, and
hammer lock on our government. I
think we are growing weary of the par-
tisan posturing by one faction in one
party in one House. The American peo-
ple want us to reopen government so
that the government can meet the na-
tional security needs of the United
States, protect the safety of the people
of the United States, meet compelling
human needs, and do what we can to
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create jobs today, such as physical in-
frastructure, and to lay the ground-
work for jobs tomorrow by investing in
research and development.

The American people want a govern-
ment that works as hard as they do,
and so do I. Instead of working hard to
serve our veterans or our elderly or
promoting a growing economy, we are
dealing with the shutdown of the gov-
ernment.

The House is sending us bills which
on first blush seem attractive. I mean,
who doesn’t support our National
Guard? Who doesn’t want to fund NIH?
I certainly do. NIH is located in my
State. I am so proud of the men and
women who work there. Funding also
goes to great State universities doing
research, such as the University of Wis-
consin. They are out there doing it. We
cannot cherry-pick. What they are
doing now is a public relations ploy.

The House wants to send us cherry-
picked solutions to the shutdown prob-
lem. It is contrived, and it is cynical.
What I am asking the House of Rep-
resentatives to do is take up the Sen-
ate bill we sent them that is a clean
continued funding resolution. What
does clean mean? It means it is
stripped of politically motivated ideo-
logical riders.

The second thing is it would fund the
government for 6 weeks. In that 6
weeks, it would give us the chance to
work out what our funding should be
for the rest of the year. I would hope
we could find a way to cancel the se-
quester, which is to reduce public debt
without reducing jobs or opportunity,
and get us through the debt ceiling.
Please—that bill is pending in the
House now, and I ask that they do that
instead of sending us these piecemeal
solutions.

I remind my colleagues that the con-
tinuing funding resolution passed the
Senate last Friday. It reopens the gov-
ernment, and it gives us the oppor-
tunity to renegotiate. I am willing to
negotiate, but we can’t capitulate to
these partisan demands to defund
ObamaCare and do other kinds of riders
that work against us. To move forward,
we need to pass the Senate continuing
resolution.

I understand that later today the
President is meeting with Speaker
BOEHNER, NANCY PELOSI, Majority
Leader REID, and Senator MCCONNELL.
I hope that wiser heads will now pre-
vail so we can get a path forward to re-
open all of government, not just cher-
ry-picked items—many of which are
absolutely desirable—and open the en-
tire Federal Government.

I know that the House wants to send
something over to reopen NIH. Of
course. That’s what I just said. But
what about the Centers for Disease
Control? So we open NIH, but we don’t
open the Centers for Disease Control. It
is an agency that is located in Atlanta,
but it is part of our public health triad,
which is the work at NIH, the work of
the Food and Drug Administration,
which stands sentry over the safety of
our food supply and the safety and effi-
cacy of our drugs and medical devices,
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and then there is the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, which is down in Atlanta.

Right this very minute in Atlanta,
GA, at the Centers for Disease Control,
close to 9,000 people have been fur-
loughed. Furlough is just a nice word
that means layoff. It also means that it
not only affects the labs in Atlanta,
but it also affects labs in Colorado,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia.

The work of the CDC is also nation-
wide because they are our biosurveil-
lance system on infectious diseases.
That means that State health depart-
ments—all 50 States and the terri-
tories—depend on the Centers for Dis-
ease Control to track and give them in-
formation on what the trends are re-
lated to infectious diseases. They are
the ones who alert clinicians and pedia-
tricians if there is a new kind of ear in-
fection that could infect children. But
because of the government shutdown,
there is no one there who can do this.

Earlier this year—to give an exam-
ple—Hepatitis A sickened 162 people in
10 States. The CDC linked the outbreak
to pomegranate seeds coming in from a
foreign country in a frozen berry mix.
We were able to go right to the private
sector. They complied with us right
away, and we were able to get that off
the market and contain this so it
wouldn’t spread to other people. They
worked with the private sector in order
to protect the American people.

Don’t we want to reopen CDC? I could
go over disease after disease and infec-
tion after infection which will not
monitored. Let’s take the common one,
flu. We have all had the sniffles, but
the sniffles can also Kill people. On av-
erage more 200,000 Americans will be
hospitalized because of flu and 3,000
Americans die from flu. Vaccines can
prevent the flu.

The CDC, the Centers for Disease
Control, were out there making sure
there was enough vaccine available,
that it was being distributed fairly and
equitably in the United States, but
also watching the infection trends be-
cause if a trend was heading to one
State or one locale, the public health
people could work together in order to
accelerate or expand our flu vaccine.
This is what they do.

Did you also know that there are dis-
ease detectives? Many people don’t
know that there are disease detectives.
So what does Senator BARB mean when
she says this?

Sometimes there is an outbreak and
people get sick. People even die. They
wonder what it is. They dial 911, and
there is a group of people who are like
a disease identification SWAT team.
They work with the best and brightest
at that State level, use the best tech-
nology in science from our country,
and even around the world, to identify
what that is. That is how we found out
about Legionnaires’ disease, and the
Hantavirus disease which affected In-
dian reservations. That is how we
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