
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6235 October 4, 2013 
Government just to prove that point. 
Again, ideology and politics over peo-
ple. 

Right now there are nearly 1 million 
men and women who work for the Fed-
eral Government, good people, my 
neighbors and family, who signed up to 
do a job in the service of their Nation, 
and today they are not at work. They 
have had to either take a furlough, now 
missing four days of work, some of 
whom were already furloughed earlier 
this summer with the sequester. That 
means they are laid off, and they are 
not working because their work isn’t 
essential. They are not getting paid. 

Now, for those of us who are old 
enough to remember it, it kind of re-
minds me of the cartoon character in 
Popeye: I will gladly pay you Tuesday 
for a hamburger today. Now, the Cap-
itol Police and many other Federal em-
ployees that are deemed essential are 
in fact working. We heard that yester-
day with their courage and their val-
iant service to this Capitol. But they 
are not being paid. Many have worked 
what would equal overtime this week 
due to the various protest rallies and 
yesterday’s car chase, but they are not 
being paid. 

Now, this shutdown is not just about 
faceless bureaucrats. It is about real 
people, about public servants who are 
directly affected by the shutdown, and 
I want to tell you about a few of them 
who live in my congressional district. 

Pat from Gambrills, he and his wife 
are both Federal employees so in that 
household it is about 8 days of fur-
lough. They, like many of their fellow 
colleagues, will experience extreme dif-
ficulties if the government defaults in 
just another couple of weeks. Pat con-
tacted my office and he urged the 
President, my fellow Democrats, and 
me not to bargain with Republicans in 
regard to increasing the debt limit and 
getting government operating. It is our 
job, he said. Though they are experi-
encing difficulty, Pat stated, I believe 
it is more important not to negotiate 
or bend to blackmail. Republicans 
must learn that they must follow the 
same rules as the rest of us or there 
will be consequences. Those are Pat’s 
words. 

But I also want to tell you about 
some others who contacted my office 
like Tracy out in Laurel. She works at 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services. She helps her mother pay 
bills every month; and when she called 
my office, she was crying, she was in 
tears, because she wants this to stop so 
that she can pay her bills. 

Then there was Dini who lives in 
Oxon Hill—and I live in Oxon Hill—who 
is a single parent who was already fur-
loughed earlier this summer, and now 
she isn’t sure how she is going to pay 
the bills or take care of her child. In 
fact, some of these workers still have 
to pay childcare to keep the spot in 
daycare, even though they are not 
being paid and they are not working. 

Then there was Christopher. He and 
his wife are both employed at the De-

partment of Homeland Security in sup-
port of the security of this Nation. 
They were both furloughed earlier this 
summer, and they are furloughed now. 

So those are just some of the stories, 
and I could go on. I have sheets and 
sheets of calls from workers who live in 
my congressional district; and, you 
know, those Federal workers have al-
ready paid a great price. They are the 
folks out at NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center, which is located in the 
county I live in, in Prince George’s 
County, a premier research institution; 
and 3,397 employees who would nor-
mally be at work aren’t there. Only 104 
of them are, and only 60 are working 
full time while the other 44 are work-
ing part-time. That means that also 250 
of them are on call, and so 90 percent 
are actually furloughed out at Goddard 
Space Flight Center. 

But it doesn’t just affect Goddard. It 
affects all those small businesses, res-
taurants, shops, gas stations where ci-
vilian employees normally go to do 
their business, but they are not going 
there now. So the impact isn’t just for 
the Federal workforce. 

This is a really terrible situation, 
Mr. Speaker, and I really implore the 
leadership of Speaker BOEHNER. I know 
that he is a good man, and I want him 
to have the courage to put a clean Sen-
ate-passed CR on the floor of this 
House so that the majority of the 
House can work its will. Now, I know 40 
or 50 won’t, but the majority of the 
House should be allowed to work its 
will. 

f 

RETURNING AMERICA’S 
COMPETITIVE EDGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. RICE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, we are all concerned about 
the 800,000 Federal employees who have 
been furloughed for 3 days in the gov-
ernment shutdown. We can argue back 
and forth about who caused the shut-
down, but the fact is that 800,000 people 
have been furloughed, and it could 
stretch into a week or two. 

While we need to work hard to get 
these people back to work as soon as 
possible, we must remember that ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget 
Office, ObamaCare is costing us 800,000 
jobs permanently. We are not talking 
about working people being furloughed 
for a few days. We are talking about 
the permanent loss of 800,000 American 
jobs because of this job-killing health 
care law. Where is the outrage over 
that? 

You see, the fact is the President and 
my friends across the aisle like to say 
that they are for the working man. 
They are for American jobs. But if you 
pay attention just a little bit, their ac-
tions belie their rhetoric. The truth is 
they are not the party of the working 
man; they are not the party of jobs. My 
friends across the aisle are the party of 

Big Government and more regulation. 
They believe the American people can-
not be trusted to make their own deci-
sions, like how to invest their money 
or whether to buy health insurance. 
They know better than the American 
citizen. They want to make your deci-
sions for you, to take care of you. 
ObamaCare is just the latest job-kill-
ing iteration of their Big Government 
expansion. 

You see, it is only common sense. 
You don’t have to be a genius to under-
stand it. Big Government and Big Reg-
ulation do not grow the economy; they 
stifle the economy. They don’t create 
jobs; they kill jobs. We have 7.3 percent 
unemployment right now, anemic 
growth four years after the recession 
ended; 15 percent unemployment 
among those under 25; 50 percent of re-
cent college graduates are either un-
employed or underemployed. I have got 
three sons who are recent college grad-
uates. They have lived it. We are fail-
ing our young people. 

Remember, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Democrats held the Presidency, the 
Senate, and the House for 2 years and 
out of that came ObamaCare and Dodd- 
Frank, two of the biggest government- 
expanding job-killing laws to be en-
acted in decades. It is no accident that 
the economy remains weak. It is no ac-
cident that unemployment rates are so 
high. And now when the Republican 
House asks simply for a conference, 
they won’t even sit down to discuss it. 
They refuse to accept anything but the 
status quo. What is the status quo? 
Record deficits, high unemployment, 
and anemic economic growth. I guess 
with a record like that I wouldn’t want 
to sit down and discuss it either. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think anybody 
here wanted the government to shut 
down, but perhaps it is good that we 
have come to this point. Maybe the 
government shutdown will be a cata-
lyst that brings us together to make 
some hard decisions. We have got to 
stop thinking on six-month time hori-
zons and create long-term certainty if 
we want our economy to thrive. 

Tax reform, deficit reduction, enti-
tlement reform—these are issues that 
everyone knows must be faced to push 
our economy forward and to return 
America’s competitive edge. If we 
could resolve just a couple of these 
issues, we would lift a cloud of uncer-
tainty, our economy would grow again, 
and all Americans would benefit. 

Nobody wanted this shutdown, but 
let’s take lemons and make lemonade. 
Let’s use this crisis to come together 
for once and resolve some of these fun-
damental issues. These are the issues 
we were sent here to face. I plead with 
the Senate and the President to 
rethink your hard-line no-negotiation 
stance. America is counting on us. 

f 

KEEPING TOUGH IRANIAN 
SANCTIONS IN PLACE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
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