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California (Mr. SHERMAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SHERMAN. I have checked with
the Parliamentarian and he has in-
formed me that it is in order to give a
bipartisan speech, even today. So I
have a speech that I think most Mem-
bers, on both sides of the aisle, can
agree with. Mostly.

I have been here 17 years. I have been
working every day for the toughest Ira-
nian sanctions. This House has passed
bill after bill. The Senate passed about
half of them. And for over a decade,
several administrations have basically
refused to enforce the Iran sanctions
that passed both Houses of Congress.

Then about three years ago, this Ad-
ministration started enforcing our
sanctions laws. They unleashed the
Treasury Department’s Office of Ter-
rorist Financing and Intelligence,
(TFI) and its Office of Foreign Asset
control, (OFAC). TFI and OFAC are
doing a great job. Yes, something the
Federal Government is doing is work-
ing.

Iran’s supreme leader was forced to
allow one of his own insiders to run on
a reform platform. And the Iranian
people voted for the most reform they
were allowed to vote for. It is clear
that Iran wants out of these sanctions
and is willing to surrender critical
parts of its nuclear weapons program,
but only if we are very tough in sanc-
tions negotiations.

Let us remember why there is noth-
ing more essential than preventing
Iran from developing a nuclear weapon.
Iran’s supreme leader, on his Web site
today, says the Holocaust is a myth
and wants to wipe Israel off the face of
the Earth. Iranian troops are in Syria
backing Assad. Iran is the number one
state sponsor of terrorism.

Now, imagine terrorism with impu-
nity. There is nothing more essential
than stopping Iran’s nuclear program.
In order to do that, we need more sanc-
tions. Why? Because every day Iran de-
velops ways to get around the existing
sanctions program. That is why we
need to do a bit more as they are
undoing what we already have in place.

But what is actually happening? TFI
and OFAC are basically shut down, 90
percent furloughed. Seventy percent of
our Intel Community’s civilian em-
ployees are on furlough.

So what needs to happen? First, re-
staff TFI and OFAC. These are essen-
tial government functions. Second,
pass a clean CR because all aspects of
our foreign policy, our national secu-
rity operations, our intel operations
are critical to keeping Americans safe
from terrorism and stopping the Ira-
nian nuclear program. And just as crit-
ical is our credibility worldwide. So it
is time to drop demands that everyone
knows the Senate and the White House
will never accept, and pass a clean CR.

Third, it is time for the executive
branch to use the statutory authority
we have already given them. For exam-
ple, they have designated about two
dozen Iranian banks, cutting them off
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from the international system. It is
time for them to designate all Iranian
banks.

Fourth, the Senate needs to pass a
bill that passed on this floor with 400
votes last July, The Nuclear Iran Pre-
vention Act.

Staff the agencies, pass a clean CR,
designate all the Iranian banks, pass
and implement The Nuclear Iran Pre-
vention Act; and we may just see a
world safe from the Iranian nuclear
weapons program.

————
STOP THE POLITICS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. MESSER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, there is a
lot we disagree on around here. By now
virtually every American knows that
we disagree on ObamaCare. We ought
not allow what divides us to stop us
from coming together on issues where
we all agree. There is nothing political
about passing bills to help sick Kkids or
pay our troops or open our national
parks, or bills to help low-income
women and children.

In recent days, the House has passed
bipartisan bills to fund the areas of
government like those I just discussed
where we all agree. Each of these bills
passed the House with dozens of votes
from my Democratic colleagues. Each
of these bills were unilaterally rejected
by Senate Leader HARRY REID. The
President has publicly declared that he
will veto any of these bills if they
reach his desk.

Let me repeat: the House in recent
days has passed bills to help sick chil-
dren, pay our troops, open our national
parks and help low-income women and
children. Dozens of my Democratic col-
leagues have voted for those bills. And
the President and HARRY REID refuse to
have them even considered. Why? It is
awfully cynical to oppose helping peo-
ple who are being hurt by the govern-
ment shutdown, a shutdown, by the
way, caused by the President’s refusal
to participate in the democratic proc-
ess and negotiate.
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Clearly, President Obama and Sen-
ator REID are putting political leverage
before the American people, and that is
wrong. This shouldn’t be about poli-
tics. It shouldn’t be about the inside
baseball games of Washington and
who’s going to win and who’s going to
lose in this debate; it should be about
the American people. We have very big
areas in which we disagree.

This is a time where that debate is
coming to a head. Many of us believe
the Federal Government is far too big.
Many of us are concerned about a Fed-
eral Government that is $17 trillion in
debt and robbing the next generation of
their opportunity to live the American
Dream. Many of us are concerned about
ObamaCare and what it will mean to
live in an America where government
is in charge of 17 percent of our econ-
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omy. Some on the other side of the
aisle, disagree on each of those issues,
but we do have areas where we agree.
Common sense dictates that we would
act on them.

I urge our colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to continue supporting these
commonsense proposals, and I urge
Senator REID and the President to do
the right thing and allow those bills to
become law. The American people
don’t want a government shutdown,
but they also don’t want the Presi-
dent’s health care law. It’s time for
both parties to listen to the people,
work out our differences, and find a
common way forward.

————
VOTE ON A CLEAN CR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
good morning, and good morning to my
colleagues. I think that a greeting al-
ways sets the tone for conciliatory and
direct and honest interest in bringing
people together.

There are many of us that come from
different segments of this Nation and
therefore have to respond to our con-
stituency, and I respect it and if I
might use a term that we use some-
times, I get that. But I rise today to
call upon our higher angels and the
recognition that this is America’s
country, and to disabuse my colleagues
and my friends on the other side of the
aisle on some of the misinterpretation
that they have represented in the dia-
logue and debate on this floor.

Numbers are showing that 60 percent
of Americans don’t want to have a gov-
ernment shutdown just to defund
ObamaCare. I don’t know how often
that polling number has to be repeated
and how often that number has to be
noted as reflecting the sentiment of
this country. But even more impor-
tantly than that, we’re always told as
we pledge allegiance to the flag that it
is to this great Nation and it is because
we are in fact united under one sense of
commitment to our country.

And so yes, the President is acting
like a leader of the Nation. Maybe he’s
even acting like a parent. I'd ask the
question, Mr. Speaker, whether or not
you had two children or five children,
whether or not you would say to two of
them: You’re my favorites, you're
going to get everything, you’re going
to eat every day, and the rest of you,
you can fend for yourself.

That is the very nature of the piece-
meal debacle that the Republicans are
putting on the floor. I would have
asked them, they could have done this
in regular order 6-8 months ago in this
House. They are in charge. They did
not do that. They have not finished all
of the appropriations process. But we
have in fact compromised, Democrats,
the President, by putting a continuing
resolution on the floor of the House
that is the exact number that the Re-
publicans in the House and the Senate
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wanted. And so in 31 minutes on this
floor, they would have the opportunity
to introduce that legislation, have it
pass by a majority of this House and
have the President of the United States
sign it.

But instead of that, they want head-
lines like in the Houston Chronicle
that has a mother, Talisha, asking:
How am I going to feed my children?
Because they’re going to be cut off in
the month of November for the funding
for food stamps, even though it has suf-
fered a horrible blow by this House of
Representatives with a cut of $40 bil-
lion, but with the House not ceding to
the will of America, a government
shutdown, they won’t be able to get
that minimum support, so a mother
says: How am I going to feed my chil-
dren? And then, of course, someone else
indicates what is going to happen to
mothers with newborn babies and oth-
ers. That is the problem that we face
today.

Let me talk about the NIH. I am a
cancer survivor, and I am very con-
cerned about those who are dependent
upon research. Just a few weeks ago, 1
was engaged with a number of children
who are impacted by the disease. I rep-
resent the Texas Medical Center and
MD Anderson and the Texas Children’s
Hospital. Why would I want to vote
against the NIH? But this own body has
already cut $1.55 billion because we
have already been under sequester
which is a devastatingly odious proc-
ess, and it already accounts for the loss
of 1 million jobs and already some $2
trillion-plus being cut from this budg-
et. Already, the economic pundits say
that’s the absolute wrong way to go be-
cause it does not create jobs, it takes
away jobs. But I will tell you that
Mary Woolley, president of Re-
search!America, says:

On a micro level, this particular approach
of allegedly funding parts of the NIH does
not work. We are concerned that an incre-
mental approach to the shutdown disrupts
lifesaving research by other Federal agen-
cles.

Benjamin Carr, the director of public
affairs for the American Society of
Biochemistry, also disagrees with this
piecemeal funding, and Chris Hanson as
well.

Now the leader in the other body has
been charged by doctors, people show-
ing up in a doctor’s uniform at a press
conference, saying he said something
negative about children with pediatric
cancer. He did not. What he said is he
responded to Senator SCHUMER’S com-
ment that we shouldn’t do a piecemeal
type of approach, and he agreed with
that. “Why should we do that?”’

And so we should not be going
against each other, we should be going
toward each other. NASA is concerned
about monitoring of the space station,
and the Affordable Care Act is work-
ing. So, Mr. Speaker, I offer an olive
branch as well. That olive branch is
let’s stop calling each other names, and
let’s start working on behalf of the
American people and vote on a clean
CR.
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FUNDING THE GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. SCALISE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to address the
House and talk about the things we’re
doing here in this House to continue to
fund government and keep the govern-
ment open. If you look at what has
been going on the last couple weeks,
Mr. Speaker, you have seen more than
four bills passed by the House of Rep-
resentatives to fund all of government.
You’ve seen us send bills over to the
Senate to keep government open. But
what you’ve also seen, Mr. Speaker, is
the President of the United States and
the leader of the Senate refusing to
take up the bills because they’re not
getting everything they want. The Sen-
ate President, HARRY REID, said he’s
not going to budge an inch—not an
inch—from his position. He’d rather
shut the government down than to
move one inch. President Obama said
he won’t negotiate. He refuses to nego-
tiate with Republicans unless they give
him everything he wants. He won’t
budge an inch. So what we’ve done in
the House, Mr. Speaker, during that
time is say: You know what? We’'re
going to put a lot of options on the
table because we do believe we ought to
fund government properly. We ought to
address the problems facing our coun-
try and get our economy moving again,
and address all the problems that the
President’s health care law is facing.

But we also know that we live in a
democracy, and when you’ve got di-
vided government, Mr. Speaker, that
means both sides ultimately have to
come together. That’s what our laws
actually demand. And yet you’ve got a
President saying it’s my way or the
highway; if I don’t get everything I
want, I won’t budge. And then you’ve
got Republicans saying: Let’s pass bills
to keep things going; let’s actually ne-
gotiate and work out our differences.

I think the American people are real-
izing that, Mr. Speaker. They’re seeing
the unreasonable approach of President
Obama. If you look at what has hap-
pened in the House the last few days,
you’re actually seeing a groundswell
not just of Republican ideas to keep
government funded. We passed a bill to
fund veterans. Shouldn’t we all, while
we’ve got all of these other disagree-
ments on government—there are actu-
ally areas where Democrats and Repub-
licans agree. You don’t hear a lot about
it, Mr. Speaker, but there are a number
of those.

So we’ve started putting those ideas
on the table and saying we have some
real disagreements over health care
policy, but shouldn’t we at least fund
our veterans? Shouldn’t we at least
fund cancer treatment for those pa-
tients that are struggling through can-
cer that aren’t looking at this from a
Republican or Democrat issue; they
just want their treatment? And so we
passed a bill, and it got bipartisan
votes in the House. It was not a par-
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tisan vote. A lot of Democrats joined
with Republicans to say let’s at least
fund cancer treatment while we’re ne-
gotiating these other differences. And
the Senate majority leader’s answer
was: Why would we want to do that?
How shameful, Mr. Speaker, that you
would have the Senate majority leader
saying he would rather hold them hos-
tage unless he gets everything he
wants. Nobody gets everything they
want in a democracy. And so we con-
tinue to pass bills to address these
problems.

We passed bills to fund our National
Guard troops. Again, large bipartisan
votes—a growing number, by the way,
of Democrat votes that have been join-
ing with Republicans—to take a rea-
sonable approach to this, because
again, ‘“‘my way or the highway’’ is not
how you govern in a democracy. You
send those bills over to fund our vet-
erans and to fund our National Guard
and to fund cancer patients. And you
literally, on a party-line vote, have the
Senate leader saying he’s going to kill
those bills until he gets everything he
wants, and is forcing every Democrat
in the Senate to vote with him, to play
some Kkind of partisan game. That’s not
how our democracy works, Mr. Speak-
er.

And where’s the President’s leader-
ship on this? You should see the Presi-
dent standing up and saying stop these
games; stop punishing people; stop tak-
ing hostages. And yet he’s so afraid to
stare down the Senate majority leader
that he sits on the sidelines and con-
tinues just to throw rocks at people in-
stead of getting in the fray and saying,
as all adults in a room, let’s get to-
gether and work out our differences.
The President continues to say he
won’t budge an inch.

And so today, Mr. Speaker, we’re
going to continue moving forward in
the House. As a tropical storm enters
the Gulf of Mexico, we’re going to take
up a bill that says we ought to fund our
emergency response in FEMA.
Shouldn’t again we at least be able to
put partisan differences on the side on
other issues that are unrelated and say
at least we ought to take care and re-
spond to disasters. That bill will be on
the floor. And I'll predict, Mr. Speaker,
that you’ll see broad bipartisan sup-
port to vote that bill out of the House
and pass it over to the Senate. Maybe,
just maybe, let’s all hold out encour-
agement that the Senate majority
leader will finally put his partisan dif-
ferences on the side and say let’s at
least agree to do that. Don’t hold hos-
tages.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, when you look
at what the President has been doing
with these monuments, punishing the
American people. The World War II Me-
morial is a great example of the great-
ness of America, the Greatest Genera-
tion, a tribute to those men and women
who risked everything. You had heroes
in their 20s that stormed the beaches of
Normandy. They stared down the
enemy. They didn’t blink. Of course,
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