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their back on our veterans, National
Guard, and Reservists.

Today, we will act again to provide
immediate funding for a critical pro-
gram that takes care of low-income
women and children—the WIC program.
HARRY REID’s Senate has already re-
fused to step forward and provide fund-
ing for sick children, and it would be
inexcusable for them to not take up
this legislation.

HARRY REID’s government shutdown
continues to last, and there is still no
sign of willingness to sit down with
House Republicans to negotiate. Presi-
dent Obama has even canceled his trip
to Asia; but, Mr. Speaker, I have my
doubts he will actually use his time to
continue the important conversations
that must happen to end this govern-
ment shutdown.

I urge my Democratic colleagues in
the House and HARRY REID’s Senate to
do what’s right for the American peo-
ple and pass these important funding
bills immediately. America needs to be
America again.

———
END THE SHUTDOWN

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, in the
early hours of the morning on Tuesday
morning, I, along with a number of my
colleagues, left our offices to walk over
to the House floor to vote after the
government had already been shut
down. We passed on our way a cleaning
crew who was down to half staff—half
of her team not here to clean our of-
fices.

We are not the ones that make this
Chamber function. Yet we are clearly
sending home those that do. They’re
not a line item in a budget. They’ve
got rent and mortgages to pay, mouths
to feed, and children to clothe. But be-
cause some of my colleagues have de-
cided that it’s better to shut down this
government than to provide millions of
Americans access to safe and afford-
able health care, here we are.

As you all know, the Affordable Care
Act was modeled upon the health care
reform we have already conducted in
Massachusetts. So it’s worth taking a
quick look at where that Massachu-
setts health reform stands.

We have 100 percent of all kids cov-
ered. We’ve got 98 percent of all adults
covered. We’ve made certain that no
person is now one bad accident or one
bad gene away from medical bank-
ruptcy. Regarding cost containment,
our rates have increased for individ-
uals, and premiums are at a 1.8 percent
increase this year.

We need to get this bill done, and I
ask for your help.

——
WHAT AMERICANS WANT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, what the American people
want from their elected representa-
tives is very much the opposite of what
this body has been delivering. Ameri-
cans didn’t want this shutdown, but
here we are. They didn’t want to lose
the health care plans they have, but a
very large number will in the future.
They wanted lower health care costs,
but insurance rates continue to esca-
late.

In Pennsylvania, the Children’s
Health Insurance Program provides
good-quality, low-cost, market-based
health care coverage. My constituents
don’t want their children forced out of
this program and into Medical assist-
ance, but that’s now happening.

If the legislative process worked, we
would have amended the so-called Af-
fordable Care Act’s fatal flaws. If it
worked, the repeal of the medical de-
vice tax, which has bipartisan support
in the House and Senate, would have
been sent to the President’s desk long
ago. It hasn’t. It remains chained up in
the Senate leader’s office.

My constituents know that I don’t
run all three branches of government.
They know it’s not my party in the
White House or in control of the Sen-
ate. Mr. Speaker, what they do expect
is for me to be their voice in Wash-
ington, to solve problems, fix govern-
ment, and put forward solutions.

———

REOPEN GOVERNMENT TODAY

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, every day
that our Federal Government is closed,
our economy gets weaker and nec-
essary services that the American peo-
ple depend upon are not available to
them.

But what do we get? Rather than
taking up the Senate-passed con-
tinuing resolution, we get a series of
bills for PR value that are purportedly
intended to reopen government, but no-
body is fooled. We know that there’s no
real intent on the part of the other side
to reopen government because you
don’t want to give up your leverage to
try to defeat or repeal or defund the
Affordable Care Act.

You lost in the House of Representa-
tives. You lost in the Senate. You lost
the campaign for the White House on
this question. You lost in the Supreme
Court. If this were baseball, you hit for
the cycle and you lost all four.

We know that if these bills continue
to come to us one or two a day, you’ll
have the Federal Government reopen
sometime next spring. Let’s do it this
afternoon. When we come to this floor,
you’ll have a chance to vote on a clean
CR, if you bring it up.

Let’s reopen government today and
stop this charade.
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(Mr. HALL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, as the oldest
Member in the history of this body, I
rise with more concern today for our
country than ever before.

Mr. Speaker, I was a Member when
we had the last shutdown. It spawned a
balanced budget. Today, unfortunately,
we have a President and a Senate who
so far are unwilling to negotiate on a
budget that will accomplish these same
goals.

We need to rein in Federal Govern-
ment, cut wasteful spending, fix the
Tax Code, protect and strengthen Medi-
care and our national defense, balance
the budget, and address the harmful
ObamaCare. And now people tell me to
continue to object to ObamaCare and
don’t let up.

The President needs to give the
American people the same privileges
he’s given to big business and small
business—a 1-year delay and a mandate
on ObamacCare.

The Senate rejected all four negotia-
tion attempts proposed by the House.
The result of their refusal? A shutdown
of the government. They, with this
President, shut this government down.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the President and
Senator REID to work with us on a re-
sponsible budget. We should all work
toward the same goal: protect the best
possible opportunity for Americans to

prosper, the greatest good for the

greatest number, our children.
————
SHUTDOWN

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, the
insistence of some to act irresponsibly
and shut this government down is dis-
appointing. But more importantly, it is
harmful to the American people, to
American businesses, and, if prolonged,
to the long-term prosperity of our
country.

Because of this shutdown, over 800,000
government workers are furloughed
and don’t know when they will see
their next paycheck. In my district, as
but one example, 2,500 people at Naval
Station Great Lakes, the Navy’s only
training facility, have been told not to
come to work.

Hardworking people around the coun-
try have been locked out of their jobs
because some in Congress see fit to
hold idealogy over good governance.

I remind my colleagues that we were
sent here to govern and act respon-
sibly—but at this moment, Congress is
doing neither.

The businesses, working families,
veterans, and seniors in my district
and across this country cannot afford
for Congress to continue this game.
Let’s start putting this country on a
long-term, fiscally sustainable path
forward, and let’s do it together.
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I am and I always will be committed
to working with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to find a solution to
this crisis.

Mr. Speaker, let’s end this shutdown
today.

————————

THERE WILL BE NO SURRENDER

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
1836, a dictator showed up at the Alamo
in Texas and demanded a complete, full
surrender without negotiation. William
Travis responded with a cannon shot:
There will be no surrender.

Now comes the President and the
Senate Majority Leader demanding
that this House of Representatives sur-
render. We will not surrender. We are
fighting for the American people. Tea
partiers knew in the Colonies that
King George’s dictatorial methods
wouldn’t be tolerated. We won’t tol-
erate them here.

Like it or not, Mr. President and the
Senate Majority Leader, this House is
a part of this process. We understand
that we are fighting for the American
people. We will not surrender. We are
going to fight to make sure that we
keep our liberty. Americans expect
nothing less and deserve nothing less.

I am RANDY WEBER and damn proud
to be an American.

—————

SHUTDOWN

(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, in my district, thousands of govern-
ment employees are being forced to
work without pay. Thousands more
have been laid off. All because Con-
gress can’t get its act together long
enough to do our most basic job: to
keep the government running. They’re
ready, willing, and able to do their
jobs, but can’t—because Congress has
failed to do its job.

Folks back home ask me: Why do you
get paid, but we don’t?

We’re told that the Constitution re-
quires that Members of Congress get
paid, whether or not they do their job.
I think that’s wrong, and I have intro-
duced legislation to change it. While
folks at home don’t get paid, I don’t
think we should get paid.

I'm not talking about asking the
Clerk to sit on our checks until after
this is over; that’s no sacrifice. That’s
why I'm donating my pay to the Au-
gusta Warrior Project for the duration
of the shutdown. I'm giving it to folks
who can use it, and I’'m calling on all of
my colleagues to do the same.

It’s about accountability, Mr. Speak-
er. If Members of Congress didn’t get
paid for not doing their job, maybe
they would appreciate those who do
their job a little bit more.
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NETWORKS’ BIAS SHOWS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
the weeks leading up to the govern-
ment shutdown, ABC, NBC, and CBS
tried to make sure that it would be the
Republicans who were responsible.

A Media Research Center analysis
found that from September 17 through
September 30, the networks’ evening
newscasts ran a total of 39 stories
about a possible government shutdown.
Of these stories, over half blamed Re-
publicans for the potential shutdown.
Not one news report placed the blame
on the Democrats.

Yet it is Republicans who have
passed such bills as keeping the Na-
tional Institutes of Health open and
making sure that veterans get their
benefits. These bills are opposed by the
President and the Senate Democrats.
Republicans want to reduce the pain of
the shutdown for the American people,
but they are blocked by those who
want the entire government to remain
shut down.

Americans deserve a national media
that gives them the facts rather than
one that is in the pocket of the Demo-
cratic Party.

—————
END THE CRISIS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
just a few minutes ago, I stood with
hundreds of American workers who
came to this place that they consider a
place of responsibility and respect—
holders of the Constitution—to beg for
their jobs. They represent a small seg-
ment of 800,000 Federal employees.

As I was standing there, a represent-
ative, Ms. McNeill from AFGE, indi-
cated that this morning she had just
received a call from an unemployed
Federal worker and an unemployed
husband, a wife and husband. They’re
in crisis. The woman is now being
abused, and they had to escort her to a
shelter—crisis, Mr. Speaker.

It’s not about surrendering. It’s
about caring about the American peo-
ple. It’s about caring about Diane, who
was able to get health insurance after
being diabetic and hearing bad things
about ObamaCare. And it’s about Sen-
ator Dole and JOHN DINGELL, two World
War II veterans who have said: Don’t
insult us with this piecemeal.

A Republican and the dean of the
House want us to stop and put a clean
CR for the American people and to end
this crisis. I'm here to end the crisis
right now.

———
WASHINGTON DEMOCRATS MUST
SUPPORT OUR VETERANS AND
GUARD MEMBERS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-

H6241

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, a bipartisan group
of the House passed two commonsense
pieces of legislation: first, to provide
resources for our Nation’s veterans;
and, second, to ensure that our men
and women in uniform serving in the
National Guard and Reserve are able to
be compensated for their efforts.

We should all agree that legislation
designed to protect our national secu-
rity should be above partisan politics.
Unfortunately, Senate Democrats have
rejected the legislation. Additionally,
the President has already threatened
to veto these bills.

As a 3l-year veteran of the National
Guard, I hope, for the sake of our brave
men and women in uniform and mili-
tary families, that obstructionism will
cease. It is now up to Washington
Democrats to put politics aside, do the
right thing, and protect our national
security by promoting these bills.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Congratulations to our chaplain
today, Senate Chaplain Barry Black,
for recently being awarded a doctorate
from his alma mater, the University of
South Carolina.

——————

TURN THE SWITCH ON, MR.
SPEAKER

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, it is a dark day today in
America and the lights of the greatest
government of the greatest democracy
in the world are out. The only person
who can turn those lights back on, the
only person who controls the switch is
Speaker JOHN BOEHNER, not the Tea
Party.

Turn that switch on, Mr. Speaker.
Turn it on for the Federal worker at
Camp Parks in Dublin, California, who
is seeking unemployment benefits and
asking to extend the mortgage on his
house. Turn it on for the children who
are awaiting clinical trials at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. Turn it on
for our veterans, whose claims will be
delayed. Turn on the lights, Mr. Speak-
er, for the hungry women and children
who will be affected by delayed WIC
funding. Turn on the lights for our
Capitol Hill Police, who stand guard at
the people’s House without pay.

Mr. Speaker, you can turn back on
the lights of the government that runs
the greatest democracy in the world.
Just give us a vote.

——

FUND THE GOVERNMENT

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker,
time to fund the government.

it’s
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