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Past Commissioner of New York City’s
Community Development Agency.

Served on the Education and Labor Com-
mittee throughout his tenure in Congress
(From 1987-1993 chaired the Education and
Labor Subcommittee on Select Education and
Civil Rights).

Served on the Government Reform Com-
mittee throughout his tenure in Congress.

Chaired the Congressional Black Caucus
Higher Education Braintrust.

Floor manager and original co-sponsor of
the American with Disabilities Act of 1990.

Sponsor of the Individuals With Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA).

Authored legislation that prevented the Im-
migration and Naturalization Service from de-
porting the parents of American-born children
under age 18 and legislation that extended
citizenship to immigrant children under 12 who
were in the U.S. without their parents.

Founder and organizer of the National Com-
mission for African American Education.

Strong Organized Labor advocate—Cham-
pioned the need for maintaining the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA).

Lead sponsor of the Domestic Volunteer
Service Act—Providing for major reforms in
the Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA)
Program (Programs designed to aid commu-
nity agencies in combating urban and rural
poverty).

Past chair of the CBC’s Haitian Task Force.

Has written several books including: “Roots
and Wings”, a semi-autobiographical book
about his life.

In 2006 was named a distinguished visiting
scholar at the John W. Kluge Center at the Li-
brary of Congress, where he completed a
case study of the CBC and its impact on na-
tional politics.

Prior to his death, Congressman Owens
taught at Medgar Evers College in Brooklyn,
NY.

OBAMACARE CHOICE ACT OF 2013

(Mr. BARTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARTON. Madam Speaker, I rise
to announce to my colleagues in the
House that I just introduced H.R. 3348,
the ObamaCare Choice Act of 2013.

This is a simple 1%-page bill. It sim-
ply lets the American people choose for
the next year whether they want to
participate in what we commonly call
ObamaCare. If it is as good as the
President says it is, people will join
and get the benefits from it. If, on the
other hand, they can’t get the software
fixed, the policy mandates are
unsustainable, and the costs are too
high, the American people will choose
not to participate. It is a simple bill
that makes participation voluntary by
suspending the tax for nonparticipa-
tion.

So I would encourage all of my col-
leagues to join as a cosponsor of H.R.
3348, the ObamaCare Choice Act of 2013.
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REMEMBERING THE HON. C.W.
BILL YOUNG

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MICA) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, I am
very pleased tonight to lead a Special
Order in memory of the life and service
of our dear friend, our colleague from
Florida, Mr. Bill Young. We will hear
from members of the Florida delega-
tion and also from leaders from the
committee on which he was a leader,
himself.

To lead off tonight in our Special
Order in that vein, I am very pleased to
yield first to the chair of the Appro-
priations Committee of the House of
Representatives, on which Mr. Young
served so distinguishably, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS).

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Let me
thank my colleague from Florida for
yielding me this time.

Madam Speaker, I rise today with a
very heavy heart to honor the memory
and service of our dear friend and col-
league, Bill Young.

Bill served in this House and he
served this country for decades with
compassion and distinction. I have not
known this institution without him—
most of us are in that same situation—
and I believe it will take a long time to
fill the hole that his absence has left.
As an appropriator, he was a role
model for all of us. When I became
chairman of the committee, I knew I
had some very large shoes to fill in fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Chairman
Young, among others. He fought with
determination and enthusiasm to make
this country a better place.

Bill was a champion for our troops
and veterans especially, both in the
Halls of the Congress and outside. His
fierce determination and dedication to
our troops and veterans never wavered.
As we all know, he and his dear wife,
Beverly, were to be found very fre-
quently at Bethesda or at Walter Reed
in the city or at a hospital overseas
where troops were sick, and they spent
hours and hours helping those who
were injured.

He was, of course, the chairman of
the Defense Subcommittee on the Ap-
propriations Committee for many
years. He also served on the Military
Construction and Veterans’ Affairs
Subcommittee, and his thumbprint is
very visible in the improved medical
care and in the quality of life of our
troops, among the many other issues
that he held dear to his heart.

Bill was a leader in this House who
was able to make his mark with grace
and fortitude. He was a lion about the
things that he cared about; but he was
a gentle lion, and he did things with
grace and with a quiet voice until you
crossed him on the betterment of our
troops. Then Bill Young would let you
know where to get off.
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I will miss Bill Young greatly as I
know all of us will. My prayers are
with his family, with Beverly, with his
many friends, and with all of those who
had the privilege of knowing and work-
ing with Bill Young. He will be greatly
missed.

Mr. MICA. I thank the gentleman.

We are also pleased to have with us
tonight a distinguished leader of the
Florida delegation and now the dean of
the Florida delegation—our senior
member—to pay tribute to Bill Young.
I yield to the gentlelady from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN).

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Chairman,
thank you for the time.

A good man, a warm friend and a
true patriot, Bill Young was an exam-
ple for all of us here in Congress, and it
was an honor and a privilege to serve
with him. Madam Speaker, the loss of
Bill’s experience and knowledge will be
felt by everyone in this Chamber.

The consummate gentleman from
Florida, Bill was always ready to listen
to his colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, greeting everyone with a smile.
Both principled and honest while main-
taining civility with his colleagues,
Bill never allowed differences of opin-
ion to devolve into partisan bickering,
and he worked with Republicans and
Democrats to balance our budget as
chairman of the House Appropriations
Committee.

A tenacious public servant, Bill dedi-
cated his life to his constituents. His
number one priority was ensuring
those who serve our country get the
help and the services they need to be
successful. Improving the quality of
life for veterans and for all Active
Duty personnel, including those in the
Reserve and the National Guard, was
Bill’s mission. Bill was always there
for those returning from combat, vis-
iting and helping our wounded warriors
with his wife, Beverly, and providing
for our veterans at the medical facility
in Bay Pines, which now bears his
name.

As chairman of the Appropriations
National Defense Subcommittee, Bill
oversaw spending by the Pentagon and
worked to ensure the readiness of our
military in combat. His efforts helped
not just those in his district but Amer-
icans across the Nation. His legacy will
be seen around every corner, from the
beaches of Pinellas County to our
fighting forces around the world.

A genuine statesman, Bill’s accom-
plishments are as varied as they are
numerous. He fought to protect Flor-
ida’s environment by blocking drilling
close to our gulf coast and in helping
to restore eroding beaches. With Bev-
erly, Bill helped create a national bone
marrow registry with almost 10 million
donors registered thus far. Just as he
fought for his own district, he could al-
ways be counted upon to help us with
our constituent needs.

In 1991, in his district, he saved
MacDill Air Force Base from closure;
and a year later, he helped rebuild and
protect Homestead Air Reserve Base in
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