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linked up with Kim Basinger, the
movie star, who was very interested in
that issue. We went on, and we didn’t
win that bill, but we won the puppy
mill bill, and we won some other hu-
mane treatment of animals. He was
really interested in that.

But best of all, I think he left a leg-
acy that we need to get back to: a leg-
acy of production, a legacy of
comradery where we really like each
other, and a legacy that takes care of
not only all the soldiers—because they
didn’t care what rank you had; if you
were a person in uniform, you were all
equal and being treated in the most re-
spectful way—but he also did that for
people of less fortune and for animals
who need a voice in Congress as well.
What a wonderful man.

Beverly and your sons, I really am
going to miss going to Appropriations
Committee and seeing Bill there. So
Beverly and your three adult sons,
Rob, Billy, and Patrick, we all share
your grief, and Congress will certainly
miss Bill Young, a great man in this
institution.

Mr. MICA. I am pleased to yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida, the Honorable GUS BILIRAKIS, an-
other Florida colleague, and he also
has a district that is adjacent to Mr.
Young’s.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to remember the life and
service of someone I admire greatly for
his wisdom and humility, by dear
friend and mentor, Chairman Bill
Young.

While I always referred to him as
“Chairman’ because of the respect he
commanded, he used to beg me not to
use that term, insisting, in his typical
humble fashion, as Mr. FARR alluded
to, that we were all equal in this
Chamber.

Over the past five decades, the Chair-
man graciously served Florida and the
Tampa Bay area, leading many
projects and initiatives to promote
economic growth and create jobs back
at home. His contributions to his dis-
trict, the entire Tampa Bay area, and
to the military in particular, are im-
measurable.

He was instrumental in saving
MacDill Air Force Base and helped
grow Tampa Bay into a hub for our de-
fense industry. In addition, he played a
significant role in winning critical
funding for Bay Pines Veterans Admin-
istration Medical Center, which sup-
ports a large number of veterans in our
area. For his efforts, my colleague and
I have joined together in support of re-
naming this valuable medical facility
in his honor.

His contributions also extend to
higher education with his role in devel-
oping centers of excellence in tech-
nology and marine science at the Uni-
versity of South Florida.

Finally, we will all remember his
work on behalf of sick children in cre-
ating a national registry for bone mar-
row donors.
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While the Chairman came from hum-
ble beginnings, he has left behind a
rich legacy that we, as Members of
Congress and Americans, must all as-
pire to achieve. The Chairman was
never afraid to reach across the aisle
and always worked for the greater
good.

I am extremely thankful that I was
able to express my gratitude and admi-
ration to him last week when I visited
him at his bedside. I told him how
much his colleagues and constituents
loved him and appreciated all he did
for them.

In closing, I wanted to share a few
words from a final letter my father,
former Congressman Mike Bilirakis,
sent to his former colleague:

Dear Bill: Since we are roughly the same
age (remember, I am 5 months older so we’ve
joked about ‘‘respecting your elders’), we
have expected that this day would come for
both of us but first for me and not so soon.
We grew up in the same Pittsburgh area at
the same time—tough depression poverty,
which made us tough. We didn’t know each
other then, but I guess our Lord decreed we
would meet in Pinellas County, Florida,
years later. We worked hard, climbed out of
poverty and became successful—the good old
American way.

Bill, you have earned eternal rest, but our
world will certainly miss you. The Florida
corner in the House Chambers will miss you
as well. Thanks for being my friend and, in
many ways, a younger mentor. Thanks for
being a great American patriot. Thanks for
the good you have done for all of us. Yours
has been a life well lived. May your memory
be eternal.

We will certainly miss you, Mr.
Chairman.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, at this
time I will yield back my time with the
intent of relinquishing the balance of
the time to one of the leaders from
Florida and also a member of the Ap-
propriations Committee, Mr. CREN-
SHAW.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, | join my col-
leagues in paying tribute to my good friend
and fellow Member of Congress, C.W. Bill
Young.

More than four decades ago, | first met Bill
when | served as a campaign aide to the late
Congressman Bill Cramer. Bill Young was a
Florida State Senator at the time who was
seeking the St. Petersburg, West Florida
Coast Congressional seat being vacated by
my boss who was running in 1970 for the U.S.
Senate.

Bill Young had already served as a Con-
gressional aide to Bill Cramer and then was
elected as Florida’s first Republican State
Senator since the Civil War. Bill Cramer when
elected was the first GOP U.S. House Mem-
ber since that era.
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As fate would unfold, Bill Cramer lost and
Bill Young took his seat in Congress.

| had aligned myself with Florida’'s West
Coast GOP political operatives called the ICY
Machine. Those were initials for Jack Insco, a
top Cramer aide and political strategist, Bill
Cramer and Bill Young, a Florida political pow-
erhouse at that time.

While my boss lost his election, | gained
great experience and wonderful friends.
Among them, Bill Young, rising GOP star, and
his two young aides, George Cretekos and
Doug Gregory. Both George and Doug served
with Bill Young for over three decades, during
which | was privileged to count all among my
friends and political allies.

As an aide to U.S. Senator Paula Hawkins
from 1980 to 1985, | had the honor of working
with two GOP leaders who worked tirelessly
for Florida and our Nation.

| must say, two legends with two very dif-
ferent styles. Paula had a flair for the media
and attention and Bill quietly pursued his legis-
lative agenda. Both were highly effective in
their own way. Paula championed missing
children and Bill rose as a champion of our
military. Now both have joined the ages and
are part of the history of Congress and the
State of Florida.

Having worked with Bill Young on military
issues important to our State and Nation as
recently as the past few weeks, | can tell you
no one could be more effective. No one could
be more respected or trusted.

While fond memories of Bill Young continue,
his real legacy will transcend generations for
our military and long benefit our national de-
fense.

For his tireless work on behalf of all Ameri-
cans and all citizens of the Sunshine State, |
join my colleagues in this special tribute to
C.W. Bill Young.

What a great privilege it has been to share
part of my life and grow memories with Bill
Young. | extend my deepest sympathies to his
wife, Beverly, to the Young family and to his
devoted staff and constituents.

———

REMEMBERING THE HON. C.W.
BILL YOUNG

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. CRENSHAW) will control the re-
mainder of the hour.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker,
before I introduce and call on a couple
of my colleagues, I would like to say a
brief word about my longtime friend
and mentor, C.W. Bill Young. I first
met Bill when he was in the Florida
Senate. He was the Republican leader
in the Florida Senate. He was the mi-
nority leader. I think my colleagues
might be interested to know that he
was the Republican leader, minority
leader, not because he gathered all the
votes of the other minority members,
the Republicans; he was the Republican
leader because he was the only Repub-
lican in the Florida Senate.

You might say maybe that dimin-
ishes that leadership role, and I would
say just the reverse is true because Bill
Young was such a great leader, such a
man of courage and conviction that he
would stand up for whatever he be-
lieved, even if there was no one there
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to stand up with. I think it is because
of that conviction, because of that
commitment, that we are here tonight
to honor his legacy.

I found it interesting that about 25
years later I found myself in the Flor-
ida Senate, and I became the first Re-
publican to be elected president of that
body, and I got a note from Bill Young.
He said, ‘“We’ve come a long way.”’

Of course when I came to Congress,
he was there to help me become a
member of the Armed Services Com-
mittee because he knew that I cared
about the military. He was there to
help me become a member of the Ap-
propriations Committee and the De-
fense Subcommittee which he loved so
very much. He taught me and he
taught all of us that everyone has
value. Everyone has worth, whether it
is a private first class or four star gen-
eral, and he lived and died by the belief
that if we are to be the land of the free,
it is because we take care of our brave.

So that is the way he lived his life,
and we will hear tributes tonight—we
heard tributes last Thursday in Largo
at his funeral, but I believe that the
lasting legacy that Bill Young leaves
will be seen for generations to come in
the greatness of our military, and in
the compassion that we have for those
who serve and those who are wounded.

So, Madam Speaker, I simply want to
say tonight that America lost a great
leader, and I lost a great friend.

Godspeed, Bill Young.

Now I would like to yield to one of
my colleagues on the Appropriations
Committee, the chairman of the State,
Foreign Operations Subcommittee and
a member of the Defense Sub-
committee which Bill Young chaired,

the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
GRANGER).
Ms. GRANGER. I thank the gen-

tleman from Florida for yielding me
time.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to and celebrate the life of an
outstanding public servant, Bill Young.
It is a true honor to have been able to
know a man like Chairman Young and
to be able to call him both a friend and
a role model for all of us. There is no
one who was more respected, decent,
gracious, dedicated and humble. Every-
one who crossed his path is richer for
the experience. That is evident through
the hundreds of people who attended
his memorial service last week. His
service was attended by over 30 Mem-
bers of Congress. During a time of such
partisanship, the respect for Chairman
Young was illustrated through the at-
tendance from both sides of the aisle,
including leadership.

The respect the military has for his
lifelong advocacy for our national se-
curity and for our servicemembers was
evident through the attendance and
heartfelt eulogies of former Deputy
Secretary of Defense Gordon England
and the Commandant of the Marine
Corps, General James Amos.

It was clear that the Department of
Defense depended on him. Immediately
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before the service began, General Amos
bestowed a very rare and appropriate
honor by naming Chairman Young an
honorary marine.

I will never forget when I was first
appointed to the Defense Appropria-
tions Subcommittee. As one of the first
women ever to serve on the sub-
committee, I wasn’t sure how I would
be treated, but Bill immediately
brought me in and treated me with re-
spect and kindness, as he did to every-
one. Gender didn’t matter to him; he
only cared about my commitment to
the military and to our Nation.

When John Wooden wrote ‘‘the true
test of a man’s character is what he
does when no one is watching,” he
clearly was talking about Chairman
Young. Over the years, we have all
heard many, many stories about the
personal interest and assistance that
he and Beverly provided for our wound-
ed soldiers, but we never heard these
stories from him. He never talked
about what he did. He was motivated
by doing what was right for someone
else’s health and well-being.

When Marine Lance Corporal Josh
Callihan spoke at the memorial serv-
ice, it was the first time that most of
us had ever heard about the extraor-
dinary efforts the Chairman and Bev-
erly took to help this wounded warrior.

Lance Corporal Callihan had been
shot in the back and sustained signifi-
cant damage to his spinal cord. With
no family support system, he was in
Bethesda injured both physically and
emotionally. Then he met Bill and Bev-
erly Young, and his life changed for-
ever. They stepped in and became his
family, helping him to recover. Today,
Josh calls the Chairman and Beverly
“mom” and ‘‘dad.” After many years of
hard work, he is now married and ex-
pecting his first child. According to
Josh, none of this would be possible
without Bill Young.

As I was thinking about what I want-
ed to say about Chairman Young, I re-
alized it was impossible to do justice to
such an extraordinary man merely
through words. He was truly one of a
kind. The best way we can honor this
man is to redouble our efforts to our
national security and to the treatment
of our servicemembers and their fami-
lies. I ask that all of my colleagues
join me to make sure that we carry on
his legacy.

In closing, I want to let Beverly,
their children, his friends and his staff,
who were part of his family, know that
you all remain in our thoughts and our
prayers.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I
would like to yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CARTER), another
member of the Homeland Security Sub-
committee.

Mr. CARTER. I thank the gentleman
from Florida for yielding.

We can talk about Bill Young all
night, a man who came from nothing
and grew to be head and shoulders
above, champion for America’s mili-
tary. But I think the thing that struck
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everybody who ever met Bill Young
was his humanity. He was just such a
kind, gentle, fine man. He cared about
every soul he met. He took the time
when I was a freshman to meet me and
talk to me. I told him I had some inter-
est in appropriations and learning how
it worked, and he sat down and talked
to me about it. Whenever I had any
questions I needed to ask him, he was
always very, very informative and
very, very kind in explaining things to
people, to me and others.

Bill Young was a very special man
because he came from very, very mea-
ger means and he rose up to a position
of power, but you would have never
known by his interaction with human-
ity that he was a man of power in this
government because everybody who
draws a breath was important to Bill
Young. But the most important people
were those who served in our armed
services.

I wanted to share something which I
think is a perfect description of the
kind of man Bill Young was. I had the
privilege to go on a trip with him to
Normandy for an anniversary of that
landing on D-day, and on the way we
landed in Shannon, Ireland. When we
arrived, it just so happened that at
least one or two brigades from Fort
Hood, Texas, which is in my district,
were there, ordinary soldiers and their
officers in transit to Afghanistan.

When Bill Young came into the room,
ordinary soldiers, as if he were some
kind of star that you would see in a
rock concert, started moving over to
have their picture taken with Chair-
man Young. Chairman Young at that
time was in a wheelchair most of the
time. But as he did when he presented
his bill on this floor, he stood with
every soldier and took a picture. I
stood on the periphery of that and lis-
tened. He asked about their parents
and where were they from and about
their deployments and their needs.
Just a gentle, kind, friendly man with
hundreds of soldiers gathered around
him.

I heard one soldier ask another sol-
dier:

Who is that guy? It looks like every-
body here wants to have their picture
taken.

The other guy said:

I don’t know for sure, but the way I
understand it, he is the guy who makes
sure when we go to battle, we have ev-
erything that we need to be victorious.

That is a great statement about a
human being and a great statement
about the man. He cared about all who
serve our Nation, but in particular
those who risk their lives on our be-
half. In honor of Bill Young, I will al-
ways remember that day where soldiers
flocked to him just to be seen with Mr.
Young.
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Mr. CRENSHAW. I now yield to the
gentleman from California (Mr. CAL-
VERT), another member of the Defense
Appropriations Subcommittee that Bill
Young chaired.
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Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, to-
night I join my colleagues in honoring
the life and legacy of a great man and
an American patriot, Bill Young.

I keep looking to my right and ex-
pect to see him with that great smile,
but I am sure tonight he is sitting at
the right hand of God.

The death of Congressman Bill Young
was a great loss for this Chamber, for
our country, and for the millions of
men and women in uniform who were
Bill Young’s priority for more than 40
years. Anyone who has served with Bill
knew of his unwavering dedication to
our Active Duty military, our vet-
erans, and their families.

As chairman of both the Defense Ap-
propriations Subcommittee and the
full Appropriations Committee, he was
both firm and fair. When it came to our
troops, he was uncompromising and in-
sisted on nothing but the best for the
U.S. servicemembers.

Chairman Young was motivated by
his genuine and deep concern for the
well-being of the individual soldier,
sailor, airman, marine, and guardsman.
His concern went far beyond politics
and policies. As many of you know, Bill
and his wonderful wife, Beverly, took
special interest in our wounded vet-
erans, visiting the wounded regularly
at Walter Reed National Military Med-
ical Center. Whether in a committee
hearing or in the military hospitals
around the world, he was tireless in
visiting, speaking with, and listening
to these incredible servicemembers.

While we can’t hope to replace Bill
Young, perhaps we can follow his ex-
ample and let his integrity, his gra-
cious manner, his firm commitment to
the men and women who protect this
country serve as an inspiration to this
Chamber as we continue to wrestle
with the same issues to which he de-
voted his life.

On a personal note, I was honored to
work with Chairman Young on the De-
fense Appropriations Subcommittee. I
was continually impressed by his depth
of knowledge. I think it is safe to say
that no one understood the Depart-
ment of Defense quite like Bill Young.
His knowledge, expertise, and compas-
sion will be sorely missed on the sub-
committee.

On my own behalf and on behalf of so
many former Members who served with
Bill, like our mutual friend and former
chairman, Jerry Lewis, I extend my
condolences to his wife, Beverly, his
sons, and his entire family.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Thank you.

I now yield to the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), another member
of the Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee.

Mr. COLE. I thank my friend for
yielding.

Madam Speaker, like every Repub-
lican in this Chamber, until 10 days
ago, every day I served in the House of
Representatives I served with Bill
Young.

It has been noted here that he was a
lion and a legend. At the time I was
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fortunate enough to come to this
Chamber in 2003, he was probably at
the zenith of his influence. He was
chairman of the House Appropriations
Committee, and he was the confidant
of the President, our military leaders,
and leaders around the world at a time
when the United States was at war.

No one cared more about the defense
of the United States of America than
Bill Young, and no one cared and did
more for the people who actually bear
the burden, the men and women that
wear the uniform of this country—past,
present, and future—than Chairman
Young.

He was also a role model for many of
us, a mentor, and a friend. He was
somebody who would reach out and
help you, take care of you, look after
you, and give you the wisdom and ad-
vice that only he, with all his years of
experience, can give. I remember on
one occasion, not too long ago, when
the chairman was obviously ill in the
last several years of his life and still
very active chairing our committee, a
pretty busy man, a man dealing with
his own problems; and I had tornados
that hit my town in Moore, Oklahoma.
Two days after those tornados hit, Bill
Young was on the phone to tell me that
I would be getting a telephone call
from representatives of a New York in-
vestment bank called Cantor Fitz-
gerald, which had suffered grievous
damage during 9/11, where they had
lost 650 of their 950 employees at the
World Trade Center. That company
made a commitment that it would look
after all of its people and all of their
families and would reconstitute itself,
and it did. Then they built on that
commitment and said, We are going to
help other people that are in tragedy
by devoting all of our revenues earned
on 9/11 of every year—not just profits,
everything we earn—to help people in
need. They have Kkept that commit-
ment.

Bill Young had forged a relationship
with them because of all they had done
to help men and women in uniform and
the victims of disaster. He said they
will be calling you and they want to
help. They did. They helped literally
hundreds of families with millions of
dollars’ worth of personal and directed
relief. That probably never would have
happened if Bill and Beverly Young had
not reached out to me at that point,
and I and the people in my community
will be forever grateful to them.

So we have lost arguably, I think,
the greatest Republican Member of this
body in the last two generations. We
have not seen his like before, and it
will be a long time again before we see
anyone that rivals his compassion, his
character, his civility, his decency, and
his absolute devotion and commitment
to our country and to the men and
women who defend it.

Mr. CRENSHAW. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT),
another member of the Appropriations
Committee.

Mr. DENT. I too want to the take a
moment to reflect upon the life and
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service and dedication of Bill Young.
Much has been said about him already
this evening, and I too, like many, look
back at that corner and want to see
Bill Young there, but obviously he is
not with us.

Before calling Florida his home,
Chairman Young was actually born in
Harmarville, Pennsylvania, in Alle-
gheny County in western Pennsyl-
vania, that area best known for steel
and coal. A lot of tough people came
out of that area, and certainly Bill
Young, I think, really had a lot of the
character traits I associate with people
there. He could be very tough when he
needed to be, very firm. He was just
like steel.

Also, we should not forget about his
compassion. He was a kind man, a
gentle man, a patient man. I would
often ask him questions or make a re-
quest of him from time to time, and he
always listened to me very patiently.
He had served here for 22 terms. He
didn’t have to spend a whole lot of time
with me, but he did, and I always ap-
preciated that. He was a great mentor
to me and to many other Members
here. It was a pleasure to serve with
him.

There are so many other things
about Chairman Young, too. It has
been mentioned his support of our
troops, particularly our wounded war-
riors, and the impact they had on him
and the impact he had on those wound-
ed warriors.

When you get beyond the defense and
veterans policy, though, Chairman
Young played an integral role in cre-
ating a national registry for bone mar-
row donors back in 1986, and that reg-
istry helped save more than 50,000 lives
over the years.

Again, not having known Bill Young
as long as some of my colleagues, I just
wanted to say what an extraordinary
privilege it was for me to serve with
him, to know him, to call him a friend,
and really to be one of my mentors
here in the House.

My deepest thoughts and prayer go
out to Beverly and the entire Young
family during a difficult time.

Mr. CRENSHAW. I now yield to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. POSEY),
one of Mr. Young’s colleagues.

Mr. POSEY. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I first met the man,
the 1legend, really, known as Bill
Young, in 1974; but it wasn’t until I got
elected to Congress in 2008 that I real-
ized what a larger-than-life true leader
this man was and what a wonderful and
great mentor he was not just to me and
everybody in my freshman class, but
we find out everybody that has ever
served in this place. He was wise,
gentle, kind, honest, thoughtful, and
helpful to anyone just for the asking.

I called him a hero; and until his last
days, he would blush, as he was so
humble, that anybody would address
him like that. What a wonderful man.
Never, ever before and probably never
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again will every man and woman serv-
ing us in uniform have as great an ad-
vocate as they had in Congressman
Young.

My thoughts and prayers remain
with Beverly, his family, and his staff.

Rest in peace, Bill.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Thank you.

Now 1 yield time to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. NUGENT), another
colleague and a member of the Rules
Committee.

Mr. NUGENT. Madam Speaker, it is
with great humility that I stand here
tonight, and I think you have heard
from a lot of Members tonight talk
about Bill Young.

I think he has made the same impres-
sion on so many Members on this side
of the aisle and on the other side about
his humility, about his true caring
about people, about the caring that he
has for the members of the military.

As a father and a parent of three sons
who serve in the United States Army,
what struck me so much about Bill and
his wife, Beverly, was their true com-
passion, particularly his compassion as
it relates to those who serve us. Bev-
erly was really the fire behind Bill with
regards to a lot of these issues as it re-
lates to our veterans. Bill led the way,
but Beverly was right there carrying
the flag along side of Bill.

Madam Speaker, they were a team
together. They worked together for the
betterment of all, and that is why Bill
is such a great American. While you
have heard tonight in this House talk
about his legacy, you can’t replace Bill
Young.

When I first met Bill Young here in
this Chamber 3 years ago, he was on
that side sitting over there, and he had
had a fall and he was injured and he
had been at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, and his health continued to de-
cline over the last few years. But I
came in every day in these Chambers
to go see Bill Young because Bill was
such a good, kindhearted person. He
had a great grip when he shook your
hand, but he always had a smile. When
you asked him, Mr. Chairman, how are
you feeling today? It was never about
him. You heard that from other Mem-
bers today. It was always about, How
are your sons? How are your boys? He
knew that they were serving in harm’s
way in Iraq and had been in Afghani-
stan. He was more worried about them
than himself.

I saw him and his wife, Beverly, on
the airplane ride back to Tampa al-
most every week, and without fail they
would offer their better seats to a serv-
iceman or servicewoman who was in
uniform walking down the aisle. They
would get up and say, Would you sit
here?

That is just the way they were built.

Bill and Beverly were a perfect
match, and Bill has gone on to a place
that we can only aspire to go. I truly
believe that Bill is at the right hand of
God. Maybe he is talking about appro-
priations, talking about what is right
with America.
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Mr. Chairman, I do appreciate the
time you have given all of us to be
down here to talk about our good
friend, C.W. Bill Young, who will be
missed by all.

God bless America.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Thank you, Mr.
NUGENT.

Our hour is just about over. We could
go on for hours, but I think you have
all heard tonight that Bill Young was a
man that loved his Lord, he loved his
wife, he loved his family, he loved his
country. You might say it just seems
like they don’t make them like that
any more, but the truth is that they
never did.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, |
was honored to be asked by the Young family
to be among those who delivered eulogies for
my departed friend and mentor last week in
Largo, Florida. | ask unanimous consent that
my statement be included in the record:

“From the back row of the House Chamber,
Congressman C.W. “Bill” Young was able to
see across the House Floor. And, for over
forty years, through the terms of eight Presi-
dents and 16 Secretaries of Defense, he
watched members of both parties meet and
greet each other as both Democratic and Re-
publican Speakers presided.

“From that prized vantage point, he could
also keep tabs on his longtime Defense Ap-
propriations Committee counterpart and part-
ner, Jack Murtha, sitting opposite him in the
back row of the Democratic side of the aisle
known as the ‘Pennsylvania section.’

“Jack Murtha left us a few years ago, but
Bill soldiered on. In recent months he used a
walker or sat in a wheelchair taking greetings
from colleagues from both sides of the aisle.
He was beloved—engaging everyone with a
smile and handshake, however he might have
felt on that particular day. He was always gra-
cious, well-humored and accommodating to
freshmen and old-timers alike.

“It is well known that Bill Young chaired the
House Appropriations Committee, and twice,
its Defense Subcommittee. He also served as
Ranking Member when the majority changed
hands. He loved our committee, constantly sa-
luted our members for their dedication and
fully expected each one to support the proc-
ess, limit debate, support open rules and with
a minimum of partisanship and ‘do the nation’s
business.’

“A copy of the Constitution was ever-
present in his pocket, to remind all of Article
1, Section Nine, Clause 7. For those of you
unfamiliar with this provision, | suggest you
look it up!

“On the Defense Subcommittee, he always
spoke of the dedication of members of our
Armed Forces and the sacrifice of their fami-
lies and our committee’s obligation to serve
them!

“He would say at every meeting: our sol-
diers, sailors, Marines and airmen and women
are the ones doing the work of freedom—the
ones who work every day to make the world
safer for Americans and our friends and more
dangerous for those who would do us harm.

“That’'s why Bill Young would often state on
the House Floor, ‘there is no room for politics
in our bill—we must always be there for all
those who serve and sacrifice.
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“As you know, Bill and Beverly visited the
old Walter Reed Army Medical Center, the old
Bethesda Naval and the newly-expanded Be-
thesda National Military Medical Center just
about every week.

“They were quiet visits, executed without
fanfare or press release.

“Each time, they met with our wounded war-
riors and their families, adopting their hard-
ships and often underwriting their expenses—
helping them meet every type of crisis: food,
travel, rent, inattention from medical personnel
or hospital administrators.

“The Youngs confronted military brass
whenever necessary in order to get those with
physical and mental wounds the best care and
support possible. They were fierce in their de-
termination!

“And wherever they were with the troops,
the Youngs took names, called their families
and carried grievances to ‘the top’ to be re-
solved. This was their SOP, their passion, and
woe to those who underestimated their dedi-
cation and resolve!

“You might say from time to time they ‘rang
a few chimes’ to get a tough situation re-
solved! In fact, | am confident that there are
many officers with us here today who would
vouch for that. | won't ask for a show of
hands, but you know who you are!

“Typical was the story Bill told us once—
about a Saturday lunch at a small restaurant
in Alexandria, Virginia—an area teeming with
military personnel on-duty and off-duty. As
Beverly left the table to greet another soldier
or Marine, Bill was presented with the meal
check and was stunned! ‘$171 for a tuna fish
sandwich and a burger and two cokes?!?!
The waitress calmly replied that ‘It’'s not just a
sandwich and a burger, sir. Your wife volun-
teered you to pay for that soldier at that table
and that Marine family over there and the sail-
or in the corner and a couple that have al-
ready left.

“l also know that, over the years, many mili-
tary families were pleasantly surprised when
their grocery tab was covered by Bill or Bev-
erly Young standing behind them in the super-
market check-out line.

“Bill and my late father served together for
a few years before my father retired from Con-
gress in 1974. With that early tie, he has been
a friend and mentor to me since my arrival.

“I know these personal connections may not
count for much these days, but were it not for
Bill, it is likely that | would not be serving on
the Defense Appropriations Committee or hon-
ored to be speaking here today.

“Nor would | have had the opportunity to oc-
cupy the back row of the House chamber—
from which Bill Young had an expansive view
of American history as few others ever did or
as few others ever will.

“He personally made much of that history,
directing an appropriations process that actu-
ally worked, despite its procedural flaws and
partisan challenges.

“It is well-documented that his strong sup-
port for our national security made America
the envy of the world and improved the lives
of our servicemembers and their families in
more ways than they will ever know and as-
sured that their sacrifice will never be forgot-
ten.

“A reverent hush has now fallen over that
back row of the House chamber.

“The Congress has lost a leader.

“The nation has lost an experienced author-
ity on national security.
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“Our Armed Forces have lost a valuable
partner.

“And whether they know it or not, the troops
and their families have lost one of the best
friends they ever had.

“We all have lost a great, principled man
who lived a life from which we all could learn.

“May the tributes and prayers that have
flowed in recent days be a source of comfort
and strength to you, Beverly, and to Billy, Pat-
rick and Rob and the rest of the Young family
and his loyal, long-serving staff—past and
present—both in his personal offices in Wash-
ington and Florida and the Defense Commit-
tee’s staff—the unsung majority and minority
professionals who make the Committee work.

“Ladies and gentlemen, the sun is setting
on an American life of service. Bill Young, now
an Honorary Marine, may be gone, but he will
never be forgotten!

“From the back row of the House chamber,
Bill Young had a front row seat to history—a
history he helped shape. And for that, our na-
tion is a stronger and a better place.”

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to our late
colleague, Congressman Bill Young.

Congressman Young was an extraordinary
public servant whose legacy of caring for his
constituents and veterans will not soon be for-
gotten. | am truly honored to have served
alongside him in Congress.

For more than four decades, Congressman
Young championed legislation to improve the
lives of Floridians and all Americans and
never hesitated to reach across the aisle to
find common ground.

A veteran of the Army National Guard, Con-
gressman Young used his expertise on de-
fense and security issues to advocate for our
men and women in uniform. Throughout his
legislative  career, Congressman Young
worked diligently to ensure that our military
had access to the training and equipment nec-
essary to be successful in their missions. He
also stood by our brave soldiers and their fam-
ilies at home—making sure military retirees
had access to health care, defending benefits
for military spouses, supporting our wounded
veterans, and honoring our fallen heroes who
made the ultimate sacrifice.

Congressman Young was a tireless advo-
cate for Florida. In the 1980’s, he established
the first moratorium on drilling off the West
Coast of Florida, and fought subsequent ef-
forts to repeal this moratorium. Mr. Young also
championed landmark legislation to protect the
Everglades, raising his voice to break a dead-
lock amongst his colleagues.

His work to establish the National Marrow
Donor program and support for biomedical re-
search is another example of how Congress-
man Young's efforts will touch lives many
years after his public service.

I remember shortly after | was first elected
to Congress, Mr. Young made it a point to
reach out and share his insights with me. Dur-
ing our time together on the Appropriations
Committee, | was so fortunate to learn from
this experienced Floridian and great states-
man.

Congressman Young’s leadership and serv-
ice to all Floridians will be truly cherished and
forever missed. He never stopped working for
a better nation and a better Florida, and for
that, we should all be thankful. Our nation has
lost a true champion whose legacy will con-
tinue to inspire generations to come.
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Ms. BROWN of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Chairman Bill
Young, whose passing we mourn and whose
dedication to America’s servicemembers is
well known to his fellow Floridians, as well as
to all who serve in this House.

Taking care of our nation’s men and women
in uniform was his passion. He often called
them, “kids” because he cared for them as
deeply as if they were family.

Chairman Young was an officer and a Gen-
tleman. He served for nine years in the Army
National Guard. During his decades in Con-
gress, he and his wife, Beverly, regularly vis-
ited with hospitalized combat troops in Florida,
and here at Bethesda. They helped arranging
travel for military family members, or those
who were having trouble paying the bills. Here
in the House, at the Appropriations Com-
mittee, and in any other way he could find, he
was tireless in his work on behalf of
servicemembers, veterans and their families.

| worked with him when we were trying to
finish the new courthouse in Orlando. This
was just after the Oklahoma City Bombing,
and all the new security requirements that
were added to protect the buildings and the
people in them.

The project was $19 million over budget, but
the Chairman came to what must have been
the longest town hall meeting ever. Everyone
had something to say. The Chairman was a
gentleman as always and wanted what was
best for the people of Florida, regardless of
party. This was the case also when it came to
funding for research. Chairman Young knew
how important cutting edge research is and
made it a priority to find the funding to help fu-
ture generations of Americans.

Madam Speaker, as we say goodbye to our
friend and colleague, Chairman Bill Young, |
want to thank him for being a reasonable per-
son to work with. All of our encounters were
pleasant and | will miss working with him.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker,
C.W. Bill Young was a truly great American
who served the people of the State of Florida
with the utmost degree of professionalism, ex-
cellence, and dedication for more than 50
years in both the Florida State Senate and the
United States House of Representatives.

It was truly an honor and a privilege for me
to serve with Bill, and it would be impossible
to list all the things that | have learned from
Bill in the few short minutes that | have today.
Anyone who was fortunate enough to get to
know Bill can tell you that there was perhaps
no greater advocate for our Nation’s veterans
and no greater friend to our military than Bill
Young.

Last week, | was here on this floor to offer
legislation to rename the Bay Pines VA Med-
ical Center after Bill. The enormous outpouring
of support, with 378 original cosponsors, was
a testament to Bill’s tireless work on behalf of
veterans and the boundless respect that his
colleagues had for him. But, what many may
not know is that the current medical center in
Bay Pines may not have existed at all if not
for Bill's work back in 1976. As President Ford
travelled through Florida, Bill joined him
aboard Air Force One. Despite opposition from
high ranking senior officials in the Administra-
tion, Bill convinced President Ford that the
veterans of Central Florida needed a new fa-
cility to make sure that our Nation upheld our
solemn promise “to care for him who shall
have borne the battle and for his widow, and
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his orphan.” Thanks to Bill that facility was
built.

Madam Speaker, Bill’'s distinguished service
to our Nation, as a veteran and a lawmaker,
stands as a shining example for every public
servant, and indeed every American, of what
can be achieved through hard-work, patriot-
ism, and an abiding faith in God. My wife Vicki
and | extend our deepest condolences to Bill's
wife, Beverly, children, Rob, Billy and Patrick
and the entire Young family. We will all miss
Bill dearly, but we know that his legacy will
never be forgotten and that our Nation is that
much stronger thanks to his service.

————

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. JEFFRIES) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JEFFRIES. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
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Mr. JEFFRIES. Madam Speaker, it is
an honor and a privilege to rise this
evening and once again stand as an an-
chor for the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Special Order, this hour of power,
where, for the next 60 minutes, mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Caucus
will have an opportunity to speak to
the American people about building a
budget to create progress and pros-
perity for all Americans in this great
country of ours.

Now, earlier today, myself and sev-
eral other Members of Congress, in-
cluding the distinguished Representa-
tive from the Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict of New York, YVETTE CLARKE, and
the legendary Congressman JOHN
LEWIS, had an opportunity to attend
the homegoing service of Congressman
Major Owens, who so proudly served in
this institution for 24 years, first elect-
ed in 1982, having retired in 2006.

As I listened to speaker after speaker
reflect on Congressman Owens’ time in
this great institution, it seemed to me
that one of the things that became in-
creasingly clear was his steadfast com-
mitment to making sure that the fund-
ing priorities that emanated from this
Congress were decent, were humane,
were humanitarian, and were designed
to stand up for and protect the least of
those in American society.

Congressman Owens, during his 24
years in this Congress, consistently
stood up for funding as it relates to
early childhood education. He consist-
ently stood up for funding for Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities.
He consistently stood up for social
safety net programs. He consistently
stood up to open up the doors of the
American Dream for the greatest num-
ber of people possible.
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