October 29, 2013

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for such
time as I may consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt said:

Our capacity is limited only by our ability
to work together. What is needed is the will.

I have just returned from a week at
home in Montana traveling from Fort
Benton to Billings to Bozeman. I vis-
ited with constituents from all across
our State. At each one of my meetings,
the conversation would touch on the
first snow of the season or football and
the Bobcats or the Grizzlies. Those are,
in this case, football teams. But inevi-
tably every conversation turned to the
challenges we face in Washington and
the standoff we just had over the coun-
try’s borrowing limit and funding the
government.

People have lost faith in our ability
to serve them. They are worried about
what the dysfunction means for the fu-
ture of our country.

For more than 2 weeks, Congress was
stuck in a stalemate, unable to agree
on a course for our Nation. The polit-
ical standoff shook America’s con-
fidence and threatened the global econ-
omy. Thankfully, compromise was able
to overcome conflict. Cooler heads fi-
nally prevailed. But our Nation didn’t
emerge from the fight unscathed.

The 16-day government shutdown
took a $24 billion bite out of the U.S.
economy, according to Standard &
Poor’s. The rating agency now projects
the U.S. economy will only grow at 2.4
percent in the fourth quarter as op-
posed to the already slow 3 percent pre-
dicted prior to the shutdown. That is a
staggering self-inflicted wound, and de-
faulting would have been even worse.

Thankfully, that didn’t happen.
Leader REID and Minority Leader
McCONNELL were able to find the will
and come together to provide a path
that averted default. Their bipartisan
legislation, passed on October 16,
pulled us back from the brink. It cre-
ated a conference committee to nego-
tiate a budget compromise and it gave
the President the power to suspend the
debt limit until early February. It also
gave Senators an opportunity to object
and overturn the suspension using
what is called a resolution of dis-
approval. That is what we are consid-
ering today.

I strongly urge my colleagues to re-
ject this resolution. For the good of
our economy, it cannot pass. Passing
this resolution would plunge this Na-
tion back into the same economic cri-
sis we were facing just a few weeks ago.
With economic confidence still suf-
fering from the shutdown, another debt
ceiling crisis could drive the Nation—
and the world—back into recession. We
cannot let that happen. It is time to be
responsible leaders. Congress needs to
stop governing from one self-created
crisis to another.
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Tomorrow, the budget conference
committee will begin discussions on a
plan to resolve the fiscal challenges be-
fore us. The conference will be led by
Chairman MURRAY and Chairman
RYAN. They are smart, hardworking
and solutions oriented and I am con-
fident they can craft a compromise.

I began my remarks with a quote
from President Roosevelt and I will
close with another. Roosevelt once
said:

The great test for us in our time is whether
all the groups of our people are willing to
work together for continuing progress.

Today, we face our test. Can we work
together for continuing progress?

I strongly urge Members of the Sen-
ate to reject the resolution before us.
It is a step backward, a return to shut-
downs and showdowns. Enough is
enough. Instead, we must find the will
to work together for progress, for the
good of our economy and the good of
our country.

Thank you. I yield the floor.

e Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, earlier
this month, I expressed my opposition
to S. 1569, which allowed our debt limit
to increase through February 7, 2014.
Today, the Senate considers S.J. Res.
26, which would reject the suspension
in the debt limit and immediately halt
any new debt issuances by the United
States. I support this resolution.

My position remains unchanged from
earlier this month. Our national debt is
topping $17 trillion and has nearly dou-
bled since the beginning of the Obama
administration. If we allow the Nation
to continue on its current path, it will
only lead to economic destruction. Al-
lowing the debt to continue increasing
without any commonsense solutions to
rein in the federal government would
be irresponsible and reckless.

The recent increase in the debt limit
is President Obama’s sixth since com-
ing to office. In that time, no signifi-
cant action has been taken to reduce
the long term trajectory of the debt. If
we continue to do nothing to rein in
spending, the national debt will sky-
rocket to $25 trillion in the next dec-
ade. Even the President agrees with
these numbers. We cannot allow this to
happen, which is why I support the res-
olution prohibiting a continued suspen-
sion of the debt limit.e

——
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:29 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. BALDWIN).

—————

DISAPPROVING OF THE PRESI-
DENT’'S EXERCISE OF AUTHOR-
ITY TO SUSPEND THE DEBT
LIMIT—MOTION TO PROCEED—
Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question now

S7595

occurs on agreeing to the motion to
proceed to S.J. Res. 26.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 45,
nays 54, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 220 Leg.]

YEAS—45
Alexander Cruz McConnell
Ayotte Enzi Moran
Barrasso Fischer Murkowski
Blunt Flake Paul
Boozman Graham Portman
Burr Grassley Risch
Chambliss Hatch Roberts
Chiesa Heller Rubio
Coats Hoeven Scott
Coburn Isakson Sessions
Cochran Johanns Shelby
Collins Johnson (WI) Thune
Corker Kirk Toomey
Cornyn Lee Vitter
Crapo McCain Wicker

NAYS—54
Baldwin Harkin Murray
Baucus Heinrich Nelson
Begich Heitkamp Pryor
Bennet Hirono Reed
Blumenthal Johnson (SD) Reid
Boxer Kaine Rockefeller
Brown King Sanders
Cantwell Klobuchar Schatz
Cardin Landrieu Schumer
Carper Leahy Shaheen
Casey Levin Stabenow
Coons Manchin Tester
Donnelly Markey Udall (CO)
Durbin McCaskill Udall (NM)
Feinstein Menendez Warner
Franken Merkley Warren
Gillibrand Mikulski Whitehouse
Hagan Murphy Wyden

NOT VOTING—1
Inhofe
The motion was rejected.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF RICHARD F. GRIF-
FIN, JR., TO BE GENERAL COUN-
SEL OF THE NATIONAL LABOR
RELATIONS BOARD

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nomination which the
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Richard F. Griffin,
Jr., of the District of Columbia, to be
General Counsel of the National Labor
Relations Board.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided in the
usual form prior to a vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the nomina-
tion.

Who yields time? The Senator from
Iowa.

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, we
are getting ready to vote to end debate.
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