October 30, 2013

Senator CLAIRE MCCASKILL is here
from the other side, and we are asking,
at this time, for the Members to stand
in silence in memory of Isaac Newton
Skelton.

——————

A MOMENT OF TRIBUTE TO THE
LIFE AND SERVICE OF THE HON-
ORABLE ISAAC SKELTON

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we have
just observed a moment of silence for
Isaac Skelton. My good friend, EMAN-
UEL CLEAVER, Ike’s good friend, Sen-
ator MCCASKILL, LACY CLAY, and oth-
ers who are here from the Missouri del-
egation, I want to rise with them, not
in a moment of silence, but in a mo-
ment of tribute. We will perhaps have
an opportunity to speak a longer time.

Yesterday, many of us had the oppor-
tunity to participate in a memorial
service for Tom Foley. Tom Foley was
the Speaker of this House.

A gentleman spoke who is, I think,
one of the most revered members that
has served in this body, Robert Michel.
Bob Michel was Tom Foley’s friend.
Bob Michel was the leader of the Re-
publican side of the aisle. They were
friends, colleagues, and cooperated
with one another to the benefit of this
institution and its Members, and the
Dean of the House adds, correctly, to
the benefit of our country and all its
citizens.

Bob Michel observed the civility that
each one of them displayed and the
willingness to reach out across the
aisle and to make things happen posi-
tively for our country and for our citi-
zZens.

We lost another individual within the
last weeks, Bill Young, who was a simi-
lar personality, and added luster to
this Congress by his service and his ci-
vility.

Major Owens was another whom we
lost. Four people who made this insti-
tution a better place.

Ike Skelton was my brother. He and
I were Sigma Chi’s. His son was a
Sigma Chi. His father was a Sigma Chi.
So we had a very special bond to start
out with.

In addition, his first wife, Susan, who
died too early, as mine did, came out
and knocked on doors for me, Mr.
Speaker, in Bowie, Maryland, just
down the road here a piece. So I had a
special bond with Ike, but also an ex-
traordinary great respect for the way
he conducted himself as a representa-
tive of the people of his district in Mis-
souri, and the respect that he gave to
each of us and the respect that he re-
ceived in return.

How sad it is that these giants, Tom
Foley, Bill Young, Ike Skelton, and,
yes, Major Owens, passed from this
body, passed from this life, but how
joyful it is the extraordinary contribu-
tions each of them made to this House,
which we should revere and love, the
people’s House.
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Ike Skelton was of the people, for the
people, and certainly by the people.

Mr. WOLF. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HOYER. I would be glad to yield
to my friend.

Mr. WOLF. I want to just thank the
gentleman for speaking. Ike lived in
northern Virginia when he was here,
and I would see him many times on the
weekend. The second when it crossed
the screen that he had died, I felt very,
very badly.

To second what the gentleman said,
many nights as I was driving home, I
would see a car, Ike Skelton and Bill
Emerson. They carpooled together. Bill
Emerson, a Republican Member from
our side, Ike from your side. They car-
pooled together. They were the best of
friends. Ike was one of the finest people
that I have served with since I have
been in this House.

I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for his comments.
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MONTH

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
most important person in my life, my
grandmother, always told me that you
never hurt somebody you claim you
love. This simple, but powerful, state-
ment is one to reflect on this month,
October, Domestic Violence Awareness
Month.

When I came to Congress, I met a re-
markable woman named Yvette Cade
from Maryland who was the victim of
horrible domestic abuse. After being
denied a protective order by a judge,
Yvette’s estranged husband came into
her place of employment, poured gaso-
line on her, and set her on fire. This in-
cident changed her life forever but does
not hold her back, and now she advo-
cates for other domestic abuse victims.

Domestic violence affects all races,
religions, and economic groups. I am
working along with my friend from
California, JIM COSTA of the Victims’
Rights Caucus, to make sure that Con-
gress deals with this issue not just in
October but every month of the year.
Domestic violence is never the fault of
the victim. It is the fault of the perpe-
trator.

Mr. Speaker, you never hurt some-
body you claim you love.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF TADEUSZ
MAZOWIECKI, PREMIER OF PO-
LAND

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, it is with
gratitude but heavy heart that I, on be-
half of the people of the United States,
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the Polish Caucus of this House, and
our region of Ohio, in particular, ex-
tend deepest sympathy to the people of
Poland on the passing of ex-Premier of
Poland Tadeusz Mazowiecki.

During his exceptional and trans-
formative life, Premier Mazowiecki
played a leading role in ushering in the
first era of liberty that Poland had
been afforded in modern history. Po-
land has assumed a pivotal and leading
role in the European Union. History is
still recording its rich, elegiac, and
poignant history in the struggle to de-
feat tyranny and give rebirth to free-
dom.

As The New York Times reported
this week, Premier Mazowiecki became
the first non-Communist to head an
Eastern Bloc nation since the late
1940s. Solidarity in Poland grew with
his engagement as Poland led the anti-
Communist movement in occupied Eu-
rope. Premier Mazowiecki’s leadership
of Poland at a time of critical change
toward a democratic state has secured
for him a permanent place in the his-
tory of a free Poland in Europe. He
lived to see Poland’s admission to
NATO and Poland’s growing coopera-
tion within the world of nations.

An accomplished literary figure, in-
tellectual, and Roman Catholic thinker
and writer, Premier Mazowiecki em-
bodied the meaning of a renaissance
man. His imprisonment by the Com-
munist Party for his progressive beliefs
never dampened his spirit. He was a
freedom fighter in word and deed.

Mr. Speaker, may his legacy inspire
future generations to live with the
courage and intellectual rigor he dem-
onstrated in each decade of his life; and
may white eagles fly over his memory
and Poland’s historic accomplishments
as she walks with free nations in lib-
erty’s march.

[From the New York Times, Oct. 28, 2013]
TADEUSZ MAZOWIECKI, EX-PREMIER OF
POLAND, DIES AT 86
(By Douglas Martin)

Tadeusz Mazowiecki, who went from edit-
ing small Roman Catholic intellectual publi-
cations to becoming prime minister of Po-
land—and the first non-Communist to head
an Eastern bloc nation since the late 1940s—
died on Monday in Warsaw. He was 86.

The Polish government announced the
death. President Bronislaw KomorowskKki, or-
dered flags on government buildings to be
flown at half-staff.

Mr. Mazowiecki, a journalist by profession,
worked quietly for years to ease restrictions
on individual rights and helped form the Sol-
idarity trade union movement, which gained
the leadership of Poland’s national legisla-
ture in August 1989. By the end of that year,
the Berlin Wall had fallen, Communist gov-
ernments in Moscow’s other satellite states
had collapsed and the Cold War division of
Europe was over.

In a message of condolences, Chancellor
Angela Merkel of Germany, who grew up in
Communist East Germany, said that Mr.
Mazowiecki made ‘‘an unforgotten contribu-
tion to overcoming authoritarian injustice
and to the unity of Europe.”’

In the summer of 1980, a chain of labor dis-
turbances rocked Poland. The focus was the
Gdansk shipyard, where Lech Walesa led a
strike to demand higher pay and the restitu-
tion of a fired worker. Mr. Mazowiecki (his
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