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Vitter 
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Inhofe Johanns 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 97, the nays are 1. 
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VETERANS DAY 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the importance of 
honoring our Nation’s veterans for 
their service and sacrifice. I hope every 
American found a moment this week-
end to reflect on what veterans have 
done for us and for our Nation as a 
whole. 

We are now 238 years removed from 
our Nation’s first war, the Revolu-
tionary War. Brave Americans have 
fought to defend this Nation in wars 
large and small, from the World Wars 
to Vietnam to Iraq, and everything in 
between. Our Nation still has some 
54,000 troops in Afghanistan, and we all 
pray for their safe return as we draw 
down our forces over the next year. 

In each incarnation, brave men and 
women, often barely old enough to 
vote, went to war, and returned as vet-
erans. A common thread that binds 
each generation served by our veterans 
is that solemn pledge so perfectly ar-
ticulated by President Lincoln: ‘‘Let us 
strive . . . to care for him who shall 
have borne the battle and for his widow 
and his orphan.’’ 

Living up to Lincoln’s words has 
been the duty of every generation. Our 
veterans of the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan are the most recent to expe-
rience the deep-seated physical, emo-
tional, and mental wounds of war. 

In recognition, we cannot simply 
commemorate our veterans’ service, 
but must express our gratitude through 
action. Supporting and strengthening 
our veterans’ access to health care, 
education, job training, housing, and 
other services is every bit about keep-
ing this promise. 

Here in Congress, we hold in our 
hands the legislative powers to im-
prove the treatment, benefit, and as-
sistance programs that already exist 
and the power to create new programs 
to meet the changing needs of our vet-
erans and their families. We in Con-
gress have a heightened obligation to 
service the needs of our veterans. 

I am committed to that promise. We 
know that veterans face unnecessary 
delays in claims processing and reim-
bursement. I have worked hard to cut 
down on the backlog and encourage the 
VA to address this impending problem. 

In Chicago, the VA is rolling out a 
new electronic records system, and the 
backlog is dropping. As chairman of 
the Senate Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee, I have also included in-
creased funding to the Department of 
Defense to ensure the speedy transfer 
of servicemember medical records, and 
I will continue to work with the chair-
man of the Veterans Affairs Committee 
to alleviate the claims processing 
backlog. 

New medical challenges are also fac-
ing our veterans. In an age where doc-
tors are better able to save the sol-
dier’s life on the battlefield, more sol-
diers are returning home with loss of 
limbs. To assist these veterans, I intro-
duced legislation to make sure that the 
VA and our colleges and universities 
work together to ensure the next gen-
eration of orthotic and prosthetics pro-
fessionals will be there for these 
wounded warriors. I’m happy to say 
that Senate Veterans Affairs Chairman 
SANDERS is working with me on this, 
and we hope to get this program signed 
into law later this year. 

I was also proud to lead the fight for 
what is now the VA’s caregivers pro-
gram. It provides the families of se-
verely disabled Iraq and Afghanistan 
war veterans with the support they de-
serve to care for their loved ones. 

Treating and attending to a wounded 
veteran is an incredibly demanding 
job—often best served by a family 
member—and the caregiver’s program 
ensures that these families have the 
training and financial support nec-
essary to care for our wounded heroes. 

I am proud to say there are now hun-
dreds of veteran caregivers in Illinois 
and thousands nationwide taking part 
in this program—and loving it. 

We have come a long way in sup-
porting our veterans over the years and 
responding to their changing needs, yet 
our work is far from done. 

On Veterans Day in 1961, President 
Kennedy stood at Arlington National 
Cemetery, in view of the Capitol build-
ing in Washington, D.C. On that day he 
said: ‘‘In a world tormented by tension 
and the possibilities of conflict, we 

meet in a quiet commemoration of an 
historic day of peace. In an age that 
threatens the survival of freedom, we 
join together to honor those who made 
our freedom possible.’’ 

Today, some 52 years later, we too 
stand together to honor, to commemo-
rate, and to remember the proud ranks 
of veterans who have defended America 
and her ideals in every corner of the 
globe. I am proud to stand for our Na-
tion’s veterans and their families every 
day, but I am especially proud to cele-
brate them each year on Veterans Day. 

f 

REMEMBERING GERARDO 
HERNANDEZ 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the 
life of Gerardo Ismael Hernandez, a lov-
ing husband and father and respected 
homeland security agent who was dedi-
cated to protecting the safety of the 
American people. Tragically, Agent 
Hernandez was struck down by a gun-
man at Los Angeles International Air-
port on November 1, 2013, becoming the 
first Transportation Security Adminis-
tration officer killed in the line of duty 
since the agency’s creation. He was 39 
years old. 

A graduate of Los Angeles High 
School, Gerardo Hernandez was born in 
El Salvador and came to Los Angeles 
with his family at age 15. The youngest 
of four brothers, Gerardo worked hard 
to succeed and always wanted to give 
something back to his country. He 
went to work for TSA in June 2010 and 
became a behavior detection specialist 
at LAX. He was devoted to his job, his 
country, and his beloved family. 

Gerardo met his future wife, Ana 
Machuca, when he was 19 years old. 
Married in 1998, the young couple set-
tled in Porter Ranch, CA and were 
proud parents to a daughter and a son. 
His friends and colleagues remember 
him as a devoted husband and father 
and a wonderful friend with a great 
sense of humor who frequently went 
out of his way to help others. 

Agent Gerardo Hernandez, like all 
those who serve in law enforcement 
and homeland security, put his life on 
the line to protect and serve his com-
munity. His commitment to public 
safety and to the citizens he protected 
will never be forgotten. 

On behalf of the people of California, 
whom he served so well, I send my 
gratitude and deep sympathy to his 
friends and family. We are forever in-
debted to Agent Hernandez for his 
courage, service, and sacrifice. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
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