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founding, the Hazleton Lions Club has been
extremely active within the community, com-
pleting numerous projects and making dona-
tions in support of many other organizations.
In her time as president, the club donated
$1,000 for a security camera in Hazleton and
$5,000 to Lions International for Campaign
Sight First. Other donations were made to a
local Boy Scout troop, the Lions Beacon
Lodge, Rails to Trails tree planting and the All
American Girl Softball League. For her hard
work Ms. Molarino was awarded the District
14W Lion of the Year 2012/2013.

Mr. Speaker, for her devotion to the Hazle-
ton Lions Club and the improvement of our
community, | commend Past President Kristen
Irene Molinaro.

————
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Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate East Pikeland Township, Chester
County, Pennsylvania on the occasion of its
175th anniversary.

In 1705, William Penn granted 10,000 acres
of Pennsylvania land to his friend and fellow
Quaker, Joseph Pike of Kilcreagh farm, Coun-
ty Cork, Ireland. “Pike’'s Land” was the first
name given to this acreage. By the end of the
18th century, the character of various portions
of Pike’s Land had become divergent from
each other and so a division into the Town-
ships of East Pikeland and West Pikeland was
agreed upon to reflect these differences.

East Pikeland Township’s rich history in-
cludes playing a key role in the Revolutionary
War. During the “Philadelphia Campaign”,
East Pikeland’s farms, mills and cottage indus-
tries were important sources of food and sup-
plies for the Continental Army. The Conti-
nental Powder Mill at Rapps Dam on French
Creek proved a key element in munitions sup-
ply as well.

Today, East Pikeland Township and its citi-
zens continue to make invaluable contributions
to the quality of the economic and social life
of Chester County while, at the same time,
preserving the rich and storied heritage of
their past.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of its 175th anniver-
sary, | ask that my colleagues join me today
in recognizing East Pikeland Township, Ches-
ter County, Pennsylvania, and its long and
storied history.

—
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SARY OF ZION MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH
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Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the rich heritage of Zion
Missionary Baptist Church whose members
are celebrating its 150th anniversary. In 1863,
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shortly after President Abraham Lincoln gave
the Emancipation Proclamation, thirty-six
freedmen founded a church at the Pepperton
Community in Jackson, Georgia. Since then,
Zion Missionary Baptist Church has become a
thriving fellowship, dedicated to ministry and
service in the African-American community.

It is worth noting that before there were Afri-
can-American mayors, governors, or even a
president, Black churches, like Zion, thrived
with leadership from African-American Sunday
school teachers, deacons, and pastors. As
with many churches, over the years the mem-
bers of Zion were seen as community leaders,
who helped mentor, educate, and counsel
many in the Black community. Today, Zion
serves not only as a place of worship, but as
a people with a mission to serve as a source
of encouragement, inspiration, and pride for
members of the community for more than a
century.

The 150 year history of Zion Missionary
Baptist Church includes many pastors, chal-
lenges, and changes, but its unwavering com-
mitment to being a place where the commu-
nity gathers to help and support one another
is to be commended. No matter the cause,
event, or activity, God has used Zion to influ-
ence its community. Therefore, | close by ask-
ing you to support and pray for what God is
doing at Zion Missionary Baptist Church. May
it continue as a pillar of strength for the resi-
dents of Butts County for generations to come.

———
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Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of Thomas S. Wilmeth whose work
ethic, entrepreneurship, philanthropy, and
commitment to education are a tribute to what
makes this country great. Mr. Wilmeth, who
celebrated his 100th birthday this year, lives in
Daingerfield, Texas and describes himself as
“someone who always wanted to do some-
thing.” He most certainly has.

Thomas Wilmeth was born October 2nd,
1913 in Indianapolis. While his father served
in World War | in the U.S. Army, his grand-
mother and mother—both math teachers—
began teaching him at an early age. Mr.
Wilmeth attributes this early education to
much of his success—it was through their tu-
telage that he was able to skip ahead three
grades and graduate from Broad Ripple High
School at age 15. At age 16, Mr. Wilmeth en-
rolled at Purdue University. While there, he
was a member of Alpha Chi Rho, Tau Beta Pi,
and Eta Kappa Nu. In 1935, at age 21, Mr.
Wilmeth graduated magna cum laude with a
degree in electrical engineering. In May of
2013, Purdue University awarded Mr. Wilmeth
with an honorary doctorate for engineering in-
formation literacy.

In addition to a keen mathematical and ana-
lytical mind, from an early age Mr. Wilmeth
also demonstrated particular business savvy.
At age 10, he sold hot-roasted peanuts; at age
12, he sold strawberries; and at 15, he
opened his own radio repair business. During
his senior year at Purdue University, Mr.
Wilmeth worked as business manager of the
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Purdue Yearbook, Debris, earning $1,100 in
profit.

In 1949, Mr. Wilmeth combined his edu-
cation and entrepreneurial ambitions and start-
ed Scot Industries, Inc. with his brother, Har-
vey. After exploring a number of different busi-
nesses and products, Scot Industries estab-
lished itself as a metal honing business fo-
cused on increased efficiency, productivity,
and affordability. Nearly 45 years later, their
business has 10 locations nationwide, and Mr.
Wilmeth continues to assist with the manage-
ment and operation of Scot Industries.

Mr. Wilmeth has stated that his philosophy
is “to develop the ability to train and teach
oneself to learn.” His philosophy is lived out
daily through his work ethic, and it is extended
through charitable giving. He continues to do-
nate to his alma mater, Purdue University, as
well as the Boy Scouts of America. Mr.
Wilmeth was himself a Boy Scout who earned
the rank of Eagle at the age of 15.

The hard work, dedication, and generosity
Mr. Wilmeth lives by are an inspiration and
should encourage all Americans. Mr. Speaker,
| ask my colleagues to join me in wishing Mr.
Wilmeth a Happy 100th Birthday. | thank him
for his entrepreneurial spirit that helps make
our country great, and wish him continued
health and happiness.

————

IN HONOR OF JOHN AND MARTHA
MANILLA
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor John and Martha Manilla. John and
Martha have been married for 57 years. John
served in World War 1l in the 8th Army Air
Force in the European Theater. He flew 33
missions over France and Germany before re-
turning home and beginning work with a con-
struction company. He married Martha, a
school teacher, in 1956 and started a family.
John soon began his own construction com-
pany, with constant aid and support from Mar-
tha. Together they raised a family of four in
Skaneateles, New York, a town John has
called home for his lifetime. Martha taught in
the Skaneateles Central Schools for 23 years,
influencing the lives of hundreds of students.
They are loving grandparents to 11 grand-
children, friends of many and a warm pres-
ence in the town they love. At 90 years old,
John still participates in the Memorial Day pa-
rade and is an active veteran. They represent
the best in America; pride in their nation, pur-
poseful civic duty and a love for family and
friends. Mr. Speaker, | yield back the remain-
der of my time.
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