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Armed Services, because I know how
much he wants to get to this bill. I do
not understand the objection that I
know is not his personally but comes
from his side. I do not understand how
we are advancing this bill and advanc-
ing the cause of reaching debate on
amendments on this bill by objecting
to move to the amendments that I
think everybody wants to debate. I do
not understand how that advances any
cause. I know this is not the approach
of the Senator from Oklahoma. We
have a very bipartisan committee.

Anyway, I will leave it at that. I
hope in the morning we can find a way
to do what I think everybody says they
want to do, which is to begin an
amendment process on this bill.

I want to end by again thanking him.
He has not only had his personal health
issue, but, as the majority leader and
all of us know in this body, he has had
a very tragic loss, and he is working
very hard through that. We doubly and
triplely appreciate his service to this
body and his bipartisan work on the
Armed Services Committee. It is in-
valuable. I don’t want anything that I
say tonight about being frustrated that
we cannot start debate on two amend-
ments that everybody wants to debate
in any way to imply anything other
than a very positive relationship that
we have.

Mr. REID. Reclaiming my time, I ask
unanimous consent to yield back all
postcloture time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The question is on the motion to pro-
ceed.

The motion was agreed to.

——

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1197) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2014 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2123

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. On behalf of Senator
LEVIN, I have an amendment at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] for
Mr. LEVIN, for himself and Mr. INHOFE, pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2123.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To increase to $5,000,000,000 the

ceiling on the general transfer authority of

the Department of Defense)

On page 310, line 14, strike ‘‘$4,000,000,000"
and insert ‘“$5,000,000,000".

Mr. REID. I ask for the yeas and nays
on that amendment.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second? There appears to be
a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2124 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2123

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on behalf of
Senator LEVIN, I have an amendment
at the desk. I ask the clerk to report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID], for
Mr. LEVIN, for himself and Mr. INHOFE, pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2124 to
amendment No. 2123.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To improve the amendment)

On page 1, line 2, strike ‘*‘$5,000,000,000’ "’
and insert ‘* *$5,000,000,001° *’.

Mr. REID. I have a motion to recom-
mit S. 1197 with instructions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves
to recommit the bill to the Committee on
Armed Services with instructions to report
back forthwith with the following amend-
ment, No. 2125.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, add the following:

This Act shall become effective 3 days
after enactment.

Mr. REID. On that motion, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second? There is a sufficient
second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2126

Mr. REID. I have an amendment to
the instructions at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID], pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2126 to the
instructions of the motion to recommit.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘3 days’ and in-
sert ‘2 days’’.

Mr. REID. I ask for the yeas and nays
on that amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second? There appears to be
a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2127 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2126

Mr. REID. I have a second-degree
amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID], pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2127 to
amendment No. 2126.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘2 days’ and in-
sert ‘1 day’’.

The

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for 10 minutes
each until 8 o’clock this evening, and
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as I thought I said, Mr. President, this
will be for debate only.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from California.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, what we
have just seen on this floor tonight is
just more and more of the same ob-
struction. This is now the fourth DC
Circuit judge the Republicans have fili-
bustered. That means they have not al-
lowed us to have an up-or-down vote.

I am not going to go into the quali-
fications of these people; they are stel-
lar. We will have more time to debate
that. But it is extraordinary. We never
heard that the DC court should become
a smaller court when George Bush was
President, or any other President.
Now, all of a sudden they want to
shrink the court when, in fact, this is
probably—I would say it is the most
important circuit in the country, and
it has a very important caseload.

First we see that obstructionism, the
filibuster of the court nominees, and
then we see my dear friend the ranking
member of the Armed Services Com-
mittee I think reluctantly object to
moving forward with two amendments
that are essential to the bill. There are
two amendments; one has to do with
Guantanamo, one has to do with sexual
assault in the military.

My friend from OKklahoma, rep-
resenting the Republicans, said: We
want an open amendment process. Just
so people know what that means, when
someone says: We want an open amend-
ment process, it means they want to
offer amendments that have nothing to
do with the Defense bill, to this par-
ticular bill. Again, we are stymied.

I was just home. People are saying:
Why don’t you guys get along? Why
don’t you get things done?

We are trying. We did not have one
Democrat filibuster the judges. We
didn’t have one Democrat oppose mov-
ing forward with two critical amend-
ments.

Mr. President, we see obstructionism
here from my Republican friends. They
are my friends. They are my friends,
but I do not get this. This is a military
bill. This is a dangerous world. We are
bringing our troops back from hot
spots around the world. They are still
in great danger. We have sexual assault
in the military that I am going to talk
about that is rampant. We have so
many issues we want to address. Yet
we hear objection.

We can only hope that in the light of
day tomorrow, cooler heads will prevail
and we can begin debating and voting
on these critical amendments. It is
puzzling. It took us days and days to do
the compounding bill, which is a bill
necessary to make sure the pharma-
ceutical outlets that compound drugs
are safe. It passed the House. It is
uncontroversial—days and days be-
cause a Senator wants to talk about
the health care of Members of Con-
gress.

We better start doing the work of the
people because that is why we are here.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-25T13:50:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




