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of incentive to actually watch those
first-dollar costs that the Health Sav-
ings Account gives us, then there are
not really those incentives to, again,
force transparency and to ask simple
questions as to how you best manage
the resources that you have in partner-
ship with the medical community, like
I did when I was trying to reduce my
own costs for that CAT scan. The doc-
tor very willingly accommodated my
request, and that community resource
was better allocated.

To me, that is a commonsense solu-
tion that we all ought to be embracing.
Instead, what we have now is a huge
shift of cost to more unsustainable
government spending and to many
Americans being disproportionately
hurt because of skyrocketing pre-
miums or because they are losing the
health care that they were promised
they could keep. Now, that is simply
not fair. There is a better way to fix
this system.

In the last few weeks, because of the
problematic rollout of the marketplace
Web site—the ‘‘exchange” as it is
called—it has brought more and more
attention to this issue. It is my hope,
Mr. Speaker, that we just don’t get
into finger-pointing and ‘“‘we told you
s0,” for those of us who are against
this, but that we actually sit down and
try to construct something that is
much more reasonable and fruitful for
the entire system.

Mr. Speaker, the formal definition of
a ‘‘law” 1is: an ordinance of reason
given by those in authority for the
common good. You have a real ques-
tion here as to the reasonableness of
this law, because it is so unfairly and
disproportionately hurting a lot of peo-
ple, and whether that meets the defini-
tion of its being for the common good.

As I suggested, there are aspects of
the current law that we can retain—
keeping young people on insurance
longer, removing the caps on insur-
ance, and protecting people who have
preexisting conditions. Those should be
retained, I feel; but as we move forward
with a robust debate, we ought to keep
in mind: let’s do everything—Ilet’s do
all we can—to give America a better
path forward, the path that they de-
serve, so that any health care reform
meets the true definition of a truly
just law in that it promotes the com-
mon good, which means society’s well-
being.

What does that common good look
like?

It is a vibrant marketplace for af-
fordable, quality insurance. Persons
who have had a condition shouldn’t be
denied. There should be a dynamic by
which the person controls his first-dol-
lar cost because he owns those dollars,
and he is protected, if something really
goes wrong, through catastrophic poli-
cies.

That shift to the health care para-
digm could lend itself to the right type
of reform for the next generation for
Medicare, for instance. If you have had
a huge savings account accumulate
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over time because you are not one of
the unfortunate—you are one of the
majority of people who, fortunately,
does not get stricken by something se-
rious over your lifetime—then you will
be able to potentially use that money
for your own well-being and retirement
or as a further supplement to the Medi-
care program.

This is what is called ‘‘thinking out-
side the box.” Let’s think dynamically
as to how these programs can mutually
reinforce one another—the current
health care reform and our important
health safety nets in retirement. That
is what we ought to be thinking about.

So, Mr. Speaker, I just submit these
comments this evening because I think
it is important to try to unpack what
has gone wrong and why and to frame
the debate in a manner that is actually
constructive so that America gets the
type of health care reform that we de-
serve—a robust health care system
that leads the world, that improves
health care outcomes while reducing
costs, and that also protects vulnerable
persons.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania (at
the request of Mr. CANTOR) for after
1:30 p.m. today on account of official
business.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 8 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday,
November 20, 2013, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

————————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3727. A letter from the Secretary, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s ‘“‘Major’ final rule
— Enhancing Protections Afforded Cus-
tomers and Customer Funds Held by Futures
Commission Merchants and Derivatives
Clearing Organizations (RIN: 3038-AD88) re-
ceived November 18, 2013, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

3728. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Review Group, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Farm Loan Programs; Clarification
and Improvement (RIN: 0560-AI14) received
November 12, 2013, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

3729. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Irish Po-
tatoes Grown in Washington; Decreased As-
sessment Rate [Doc. No.: AMS-FV-13-0010;
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FV13-946-1 FIR] received November 14, 2013,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3730. A letter from the Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Federal Agricultural Mortgage Cor-
poration Funding and Fiscal Affairs; Farmer
Mac Capital Planning (RIN: 3052-AC80) re-
ceived November 12, 2013, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

3731. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting ac-
count balance in the Defense Cooperation
Account as of September 30, 2013; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

3732. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Public Housing Capital Fund Pro-
gram [Docket No.: FR-5236-F-02] (RIN: 2577-
ACbH0) received October 30, 2013, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

3733. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to China Southern Airlines Co. Ltd. (China
Southern) of Guangzhou, China; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

3734. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Korean Air Lines Co., Ltd. (KAL) of Seoul,
South Korea; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3735. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Bulgaria pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

3736. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Minsheng Financial Leasing Co., Ltd. of
Tianjin, China; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

3737. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Australia pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as
amended; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3738. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Removal of
References to Credit Ratings in Certain Reg-
ulations Governing the Federal Home Loan
Banks (RIN: 2590-AA40) received November 7,
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

3739. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Special Education and Reha-
bilitative Services, Department of Edu-
cation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Final Priority. Rehabilitation Train-
ing: Rehabilitation Long-Term Training Pro-
gram—Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling
[CFDA Number: 84.129B] received November
12, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force.

3740. A letter from the General Counsel,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation,
transmitting the Corporation’s final rule —
Benefits Payable in Terminated Single-Em-
ployer Plans; Interest Assumptions for Pay-
ing Benefits received November 7, 2013, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

3741. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the second biennial report con-
cerning the Food Emergency Response Net-
work mandated by the FDA Food Safety



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-25T17:52:01-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




