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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDING).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 19, 2013.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GEORGE
HoOLDING to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2013, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

——
THE TOLL OF OBAMACARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, we
are now 7 weeks into the implementa-
tion of ObamaCare. We know that in
the first 4 weeks, 106,000 Americans
placed health plans in their shopping
baskets, although it is not clear how
many of them actually purchased
plans. Meanwhile, it is estimated that
5.5 million Americans have lost the
health insurance that they had, that
they liked, and that they were prom-
ised that they could keep.

The inconvenient truth is that this
law has dramatically increased the
ranks of the uninsured. Yesterday
came word that college students are
seeing their low-cost student plans
canceled, with replacement costs as
much as 1,800 percent higher under
ObamacCare.

Although the President recently as-
sured the Nation that the cancelations
are confined to the individual market,
we are now learning that his adminis-
tration gives a mid-range estimate
that two-thirds of the small employer
plans and 45 percent of the large em-
ployer plans face cancelation as well.
Some estimates are as high as 93 mil-
lion Americans who have employer-
sponsored plans will lose their plans
next year.

And these reports don’t account for
the millions more who are seeing mas-
sive rate increases in their current
plans; nor do they account for the mil-
lions more who have had their hours
cut back to part time or had their
wages cut back or have lost their jobs
altogether as employers struggle to
stay in business while bearing these
staggering costs; nor do they account
for those who discover that by accept-
ing ObamaCare plans, they are losing
their doctors.

Walmart now warns that the finan-
cial impact of this law on families
could materially depress holiday shop-
ping.

Mr. Speaker, we are watching noth-
ing less than the wholesale destruction
and collapse of the American health
care system, which, for all of its flaws,
was still the most advanced, accessible,
adaptable, and responsive health care
system that the world has ever known;
and if you doubt that for a second, ask
yourself where the world’s elites came
when they needed first-class medical
care. It wasn’t to Canada or England or
Mexico. It was to the United States.
And now we are losing that.

There was nothing unforeseen about
this fiasco. Republicans have been

warning of these outcomes from the
very beginning.

When we warned that Americans
would not be able to keep their health
care plans, we were called extremists.
When we warned that ObamaCare
would result in massive cost increases
on consumers, we were called alarm-
ists. When we warned that many Amer-
icans would lose their jobs, have their
hours cut back, or see salary cuts, we
were called racists. When we asked for
a l-year delay in this program to ad-
dress these issues, we were called
demagogues, arsonists, and jihadists.

But, now, all of these warnings are
coming to pass, and still the Demo-
crats persist in imposing this law on an
unwilling Nation. In doing so, great vi-
olence is being done to our Constitu-
tion.

In implementing this takeover of
one-sixth of the American economy,
the President has repeatedly asserted
what can only be described as a doc-
trine of executive nullification—the
authority to ignore the parts of the law
that he finds inconvenient or embar-
rassing and to pick and choose who
must obey the law and who need not.

He has granted some 1,600 exemptions
for well-connected interests—mainly
labor unions. He has excused big busi-
nesses from the requirement that they
provide health care to their employees,
while forcing employees to fend for
themselves. He has excused Members of
Congress and their staffs from paying
the full cost of ObamaCare policies.

And last Thursday, he announced
that health insurers can ignore the law
that requires them to cancel existing
policies. Notice that he didn’t say that
he was going to seek to change the law.
He said he would ignore the law for a
year. He invited health insurers to do
the same, in direct violation of the
principle constitutional responsibility
of the Presidency to ‘‘take care that
the laws be faithfully executed.”
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Mr. Speaker, I appeal to my Demo-
cratic colleagues to consider the dam-
age that this law is doing, both to the
American health care system and to
the rule of law itself and, above all, to
the families who are struggling to deal
with its effects.

I ask them to heed the growing pleas
of the American people to have their
health plans restored to them. I ask
them to join Republicans in repealing
ObamaCare and to help us replace it
with the patient-centered health care
system that we have long proposed: re-
forms that preserve the best of Amer-
ican health care while repairing its
flaws.

————
BUDGET CONFERENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we have 10
days left in this year’s session, accord-
ing to the schedule. We are supposed to
adjourn on December 13—somewhat
ironically, Friday the 13th; and yet,
Mr. Speaker, we see time is running
out and we are not addressing the crit-
ical issue and the critical responsi-
bility of funding the government and of
applying resources to our priorities.

Time is running out, Mr. Speaker, for
budget conferees to send us legislation
so we can avoid another government
shutdown in January.

A budget conference agreement will
require compromise from both sides—a
step that Budget Chairman PAUL RYAN
and many of his colleagues seem unpre-
pared to take.

Mr. Speaker, it has been my premise
that the reason we did not go to con-
ference for the last 7 months, notwith-
standing the fact that the Senate
passed a budget and the House passed a
budget, is that Chairman RYAN knows
there is no compromise that he could
reach that he could bring back and
have the support of his colleagues on
the Republican side; and as a result, we
have no compromise. As a result, we
have no product to consider.

This is an extremely disappointing
position, Mr. Speaker, because it is
clear that the Ryan budget is not a via-
ble blueprint for governing. It was not
when we passed it, and it is not now. It
was a pretense of fiscal responsibility
without any of the substance of fiscal
reality or courage. That fact was made
evident this summer as Republicans
could only pass funding bills for de-
fense and veterans programs, pulling
their transportation funding bill and
not even bringing the other appropria-
tions bills to the floor.

Yesterday, all 12 of the Republican
subcommittee chairs of the Appropria-
tions Committee sent a letter to PAUL
RYAN, CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, Senator
MURRAY, and Senator SESSIONS, saying,
We need to have a budget. We need to
have a compromise agreement; and we
need to have a sequester number elimi-
nated and a rational number replacing
it—a number that can work for Amer-
ica.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

In fact, they said, If you don’t do it,
we are going to have to have a meat-
ax—their verbiage, not mine, Mr.
Speaker—not only on the domestic side
of the budget—education, health care,
the environment, law enforcement—
but also on the national security side
of the budget.

We all know how the budget that was
offered by Mr. RYAN achieves balance—
severe cuts, in the same vein as the ir-
rational sequester, that target the
most vulnerable Americans and place
our economic recovery in jeopardy.

It is somewhat ironic that on the
front page of The Washington Post
today we see where Mr. RYAN was not
focused on the budget; he is focused on
the poor. That is a proper focus, and
this Congress ought to be focused on
that. But it is interesting that the
Ryan budget does exactly the opposite
of what we need to do to make sure
that the poor are reduced in number
and the middle class are expanded in
number.

That is why, in my view, Mr. Speak-
er, regarding this budget, so many of
his own party could not support appro-
priations bills within the framework of
the Ryan budget. That is why the bills
were not brought to the floor.

Already, some Republicans are ad-
mitting that only a balanced approach
will enable us to achieve the level of
deficit reduction we need; and contrary
to Mr. RYAN’s view, this means that
revenues—that hated word—must be on
the table.

Representative Tom CoOLE of OKkla-
homa, the former chairman of the Re-
publican Campaign Committee is one
of them, telling reporters on October
25:

I think both sides would like to deal with
the sequester. And we’re willing to put more
revenue on the table to do that.

Mr. CoLE was one of the signers of
that letter to which I referred that
said, Let’s replace the meat-ax rep-
resented by the sequester. Unfortu-
nately, Chairman RYAN continues to
rule out any talk of revenues, which is
the key to any meaningful compromise
that will replace the sequester.

Mr. Speaker, as you probably know
and as I think my Republicans col-
league know, I have said now and I
have said in the past that we must also
deal with entitlements. We need a bal-
anced plan, not an unbalanced plan;
but without a balanced plan, the se-
quester will remain in place, and it will
hurt America.

Instead of just saying what he is
against, it is time for Mr. RYAN and
Republicans to show a readiness to
compromise to achieve results for the
American people.

Mr. RYAN is the chairman of the con-
ference committee. Yet he has to this
date not put on the table what chair-
men always do—the chairman’s mark,
chairman’s suggestion, or chairman’s
proposal.

Democrats have been clear that we
are willing to compromise and are
ready to do what it takes to achieve a
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balanced and bipartisan deal on the
budget. This was evident when we
voted unanimously alongside 87 Repub-
licans to end the government shut-
down, even when it meant supporting a
continuing resolution—an appropria-
tions bill for the government—at a
level we believed was too low. But we
understood compromise was necessary.
And so all 198 Democrats voted to open
up the government and to pay Amer-
ica’s bills, while 147 Republicans—ap-
proximately 62 percent of the Repub-
licans—voted to keep the government
shut down and to not pay America’s
bills.

I was encouraged to read the letter
sent yesterday, as I said, by Chairman
ROGERS and the Appropriations Sub-
committee chairs, making clear how
important it is for conferees to send us
a budget by Thanksgiving—that would
have to be this Friday, because we are
not going to be here next week—rather
than risk another painful shutdown
and the continuation of the irrational
sequester this coming year.

Many Republicans now agree with
Democrats that the sequester is un-
workable.

Who says so? Mr. RYAN says he
doesn’t like the sequester. Mr. CANTOR,
the majority leader, says he doesn’t
like the sequester. And HAL ROGERS
has said it is unworkable and inadvis-
able.

The Budget Conference has a larger
mission than to simply rearrange the
sequester’s severe cuts. This is an op-
portunity to replace the sequester with
a sensible approach that permits Con-
gress to look strategically at our budg-
et priorities and our long-term fiscal
and economic goals. If we do so, in my
view, it will be the most important
stimulus of our economy and job-cre-
ating action that this Congress could
take.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that Chairman
RYAN will set his flawed budget aside
and instead embrace the approach that
many of his Republican colleagues are
already recognizing is the only real-
istic path toward a compromise by this
committee. To do so could usher in a
historic agreement to achieve real fis-
cal responsibility for America for years
to come. I hope Mr. RYAN’s leadership
will result in that objective.

——
O 1015

27TH CENTRE COUNTY TOYS FOR
TOTS CAMPAIGN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, in 1947, Major Bill Hen-
dricks, with the support of his Los An-
geles Marine Corps Reserve unit, col-
lected and distributed 5,000 toys to
needy children. Since the program’s
adoption nationally as Toys for Tots in
1948, the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve’s
Toys for Tots program has collected
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and distributed close to 500 million
toys.

On Monday, I had the honor of at-
tending the Centre County Toys for
Tots’ Kkickoff breakfast in central
Pennsylvania. Chaired by Gene Weller,
a retired Marine major, 2013 marks the
27th Centre County Toys for Tots cam-
paign, organized by the Nittany Leath-
ernecks Detachment 302. About 250 col-
lection points around Centre County
will accept new, unwrapped toys,
books, and games for infants to teen-
agers until December 15. This program
has grown with the support of area food
banks, fire departments, businesses,
and hundreds of local volunteers.

Mr. Speaker, over the past 10 years,
Marines have distributed an annual av-
erage of 15 million toys, bringing joy to
an average of more than 6.3 million less
fortunate children each year.

We thank you in more ways than one
every day, Marines, and I thank you
for supporting these children in need.

————
IRAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, in
an era of violence in the Middle East,
tragedy in Syria, and turmoil in Egypt,
there is some very encouraging news
surrounding Iran.

The most important signal may have
been the election of Hassan Rouhani as
President of Iran who is by no means a
moderate by anyone’s stretch of the
imagination except in the context of
Iran. He was the choice of the Iranian
people for change, for a different path
to reduce the collision course with the
United States and the crippling sanc-
tions we have imposed. His foreign
minister, Mohammad Zarif, is an able
and experienced diplomat with strong
relationships with the people who have
dealt with him for years both in the
United States and Iran.

I am encouraged by the reports in the
news and in the opinion pages which
point out something I have long argued
on the floor of this House: the conver-
gence of interests between the United
States and Iran.

People forget the key role that the
United States played in the emergence
of the modern state of Iran, of the con-
stitutional revolution beginning in
1905, where American influence was
profoundly felt. Unfortunately, for the
last 60 years, we have serially mis-
managed our relationship with Iran.

How would we have felt if a foreign
power worked to overthrow our demo-
cratically elected government and in-
stall a dictator? That is exactly what
the United States and Great Britain
did in 1953 and how the Shah returned
to power.

It is amazing that the majority of
Iranians still has positive feelings to-
wards the United States, which they
do. People forget the alignment of in-
terests between the United States and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Iran after 9/11 that led them to help us
deal with post-Taliban Afghanistan. In
the capitals of some of our supposed al-
lies in the Middle East, people were
cheering on that tragedy. On 9/11, peo-
ple in Tehran were standing in soli-
darity with Americans. This, of course,
was before George Bush recklessly in-
cluded them in his infamous ‘‘axis of
evil” pronouncement. The Iranian peo-
ple are distinct from the Arabs and are
proud of their Persian heritage,
stretching back thousands of years.

Iran is an important part of any ulti-
mate solution in stabilizing Iraq and in
resolving the Syrian conflict. Yes, they
have advanced nuclear development,
and we rightly should be deeply con-
cerned with their pursuit of nuclear
weapons. That is why one of the Obama
administration’s greatest foreign pol-
icy triumphs has been to marshal sup-
port of the world for this stringent,
comprehensive regime of sanctions. It
has made a huge difference—driving
down the value of their currency, de-
pleting their foreign reserves, and cre-
ating extreme inflationary pressures
on their economy.

Now is the time to see if a solution
can be developed. It is decidedly not
the time to ratchet up sanctions even
further. Nothing would undercut the
more moderate forces in Iran, and more
pressure could be very counter-
productive because we are at risk of
sanctions fatigue by our partners.
Other countries that do not share our
same policy positions and deep hos-
tility towards the Iranians have gone
along with sanctions. To expect that
countries like China, India, and Russia
are going to follow us with even more
extreme sanctions and turn their backs
on the progress is questionable at best.
At worst, it would end up losing sup-
port for the sanctions regime we have
now, would strengthen the hand of the
hard-liners who do hate America, and
would set back long-term prospects for
peace, not just for Iran, but for Syria,
Iraq, and throughout the Middle East.

Most experts I have encountered feel
Iran could have built a nuclear bomb
years ago, but they didn’t. Recently,
they have slowed the pace of their nu-
clear activities and have been open to
proposals unthinkable a year ago. The
rush to undercut the process is short-
sighted, counterproductive, and it risks
accelerating the development of Ira-
nian nuclear weapons.

Now is the time to accelerate diplo-
macy, not to walk away. It is decidedly
not the time for the United States Con-
gress to throw a monkey wrench in the
diplomatic procedures and to ratchet
up sanctions. We can always reimpose
sanctions, but may not be able to
recreate this diplomatic opportunity.

GEORGE TURNER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a great American,
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George Turner, from Wilmington,
North Carolina, for his recent induc-
tion into the Wake County Boys &
Girls Club Hall of Fame.

George is a man of character and
conviction, who exudes principle and
selflessness. He is a tireless worker and
leader in his community. George’s suc-
cess in business is equally matched by
his giving nature.

BEarlier this month, George was hon-
ored for his years of service to the
Wake County Boys & Girls Club, and
was inducted into their Hall of Fame.
Over 700 people came to the Raleigh
Convention Center to see George be
honored for his service to the Boys &
Girls Club. This is a testament to how
many lives he has touched in his dec-
ades of work with the organization. As
a longtime board member of the Wake
County Boys & Girls Club, previously
leading the organization as board presi-
dent, George is a great role model to
kids across North Carolina.

George attended East Carolina Uni-
versity and served in the United States
Coast Guard, Active and Reserves,
from 1960 to 1968. Before he retired,
George was CEO of the Ready Mixed
Concrete Company in my hometown of
Raleigh, North Carolina.

George is a real leader in business
and in education, serving on the board
of directors for the Raleigh Chamber of
Commerce, the National Ready Mixed
Concrete Association, the North Caro-
lina State University Engineering
School, the North Carolina State Uni-
versity College of Design, and the Ra-
leigh YMCA.

George is a truly giving man, and I
can think of no one more deserving of
the Hall of Fame than he. I congratu-
late him on receiving this award, and I
thank him for his unwavering dedica-
tion to his community. It is spirit and
enterprise like George Turner’s that
will rebuild our Nation and rebuild our
economy.

SUPPORTING ONEIDA INDIAN NA-
TION’S “CHANGE THE MASCOT”
CAMPAIGN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MAFFEI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to represent central New York,
home of the six mnations of the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, which
was also known as the Iroquois Confed-
eracy. It includes the Mohawks, the
Oneidas, the Onondagas, the Cayugas,
the Senecas, and, later, the Tuscaroras.
It spread across New York, and was one
of the earliest civil governments in ter-
ritory that now lies within the United
States and Canada.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of Oneidas’ leader Ray Halbritter’s ef-
forts to change the name of the Wash-
ington, D.C., National Football League
team. The name of the Washington
football team is derogatory to the Na-
tive Americans of this country. For
many Native Americans across the
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land, the name of the Washington foot-
ball team is a deeply personal reminder
of a legacy of racism and of genera-
tions of pain.

The current campaign to change the
team’s name is supported by many
groups and individuals, including Na-
tive American organizations, civic and
government leaders, editorial boards,
and many leaders, including my col-
leagues, Representatives BETTY
McCoLLuM and ToM COLE, and many
others in a nonpartisan effort.

President Obama said recently:

If I were the owner of a team and I knew
that there was a name of my team—even if
it had a storied history—that was offending
a sizable group of people, I'd think about
changing it.

I wholeheartedly join this effort.

I also believe that the owner of the
Washington team and other NFL own-
ers should meet with the Oneidas as
they have requested. How can we
achieve mutual understanding unless
they are willing to meet?

Mr. Speaker, in my office and with
me now, I keep a replica of a Two Row
Wampum belt, called the Guswhenta. It
was lent to me by the Onondagas, and
it symbolizes one of the first treaties
between the Native Americans and the
Europeans, concluded in 1613 between
the Dutch and the Haudenosaunee. The
two rows of wampum, which are beads
made out of shells, represent Euro-
peans and Native Americans. They are
equal in size and travel together along
a strip of white, representing peace. It
was and still is a symbol of friendship
and community.

Although the years since this treaty
was concluded have seen much devasta-
tion and tribulation for Native Ameri-
cans, today, the Haudenosaunee endure
and maintain their culture. We have
much to do to improve our relationship
between our two peoples after cen-
turies of strife, conflict, and repres-
sion, but so many are working to mend
the riffs and to restore the promise of
brotherhood and respect that this trea-
ty belt contains. I joined a group of
canoers last summer—Native Ameri-
cans, European Americans, Asian and
African Americans—who rode together
across upstate New York and to New
York City in order to commemorate
this 400-year-old agreement.

Wouldn’t it be great if, in order to
show reverence and respect for the
Haudenosaunee and the Native Amer-
ican tribes across this country, we
could continue to do these things.
Wouldn’t it be great if, on this 400th
anniversary of this groundbreaking
treaty, we could right the wrong and
change this NFL’s team’s name.

Mr. Speaker, this treaty was perhaps
the first, but it wasn’t the last. In No-
vember of 1794, George Washington,
whose portrait is one of only two por-
traits in this hallowed Hall, through
his official representative, Tom Pick-
ering, concluded the treaty of
Canandaigua with the Haudenosaunee.
President Washington had a six-foot-
long treaty belt that was fashioned to
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ratify this treaty that our two peoples
should live in peace and friendship.

Mr. Speaker, George Washington,
himself, respected the Native Ameri-
cans of this country and their culture.
Shouldn’t the NFL team that bears his
name do the same?

AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, again I am
on the floor today to talk about the on-
going discussion between the United
States and Afghanistan regarding a 10-
year bilateral strategic agreement to
allow troops to remain overseas beyond
the year 2014.

Multiple news organizations have re-
ported that talks on the agreement
have stalled because of the unwilling-
ness of the Afghan Government to let
the American military search Afghan
homes. Two senior Afghan officials
went so far as to tell The New York
Times that the negotiations had
reached a profound impasse.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to submit
for the RECORD a letter that I have
written to the President of the United
States regarding this issue.

This agreement will force the United
States to continue paying trillions of
tax dollars to support the Afghans’
President Karzai, a corrupt govern-
ment which we cannot afford any
longer. As it 1is, taxpayers in the
United States have been paying $10.45
million every hour for the cost of the
war in Afghanistan since 2001. Let me
repeat that. Taxpayers in the United
States have been paying $10.45 million
every hour for the cost of the war in
Afghanistan since 2001. This is unac-
ceptable, especially at a time when
this national debt is at an astounding
$17 trillion and when we have been
forced to make deep budget cuts in the
United States.

Just this past weekend, tornadoes in
Illinois killed six people. Last year, we
watched the devastation on the east
coast that resulted from Hurricane
Sandy. These national disasters rep-
resent only one area in which we could
use the money that we are sending to
Afghanistan to help the American peo-
ple right here. In addition, the bilat-
eral strategic agreement will expose
our troops to considerable dangers and
will risk the loss of additional Amer-
ican lives, all without the approval of
Congress.

At the very least, we in Congress
should vote as to whether we agree
with this agreement or not. It is not
required by the Constitution, but we
who oversee the spending of the tax-
payers’ money should demand that the
leadership of the House in both parties
have a vote, if nothing more than a res-
olution, that we do support this bilat-
eral strategic agreement or we do not
support it.

Mr. Speaker, I am here again today
with my poster that is just such a sad
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commentary on Afghanistan. It is the
cartoon of a little Mr. Karzai drawing
money out of a money machine—which
is being paid for by the taxpayers, by
the way—and his comment is, “I am
just making a quick withdrawal.”

0 1030

Sadly, too, behind him is an Amer-
ican soldier whose thoughts are this: ‘I
would like to make a quick withdrawal
from here.”

Mr. Speaker, it is time for this Con-
gress to wake up and take care of
America’s problems and not Afghani-
stan’s problems. A 10-year agreement is
unacceptable and we need to come to-
gether in a bipartisan way to send a
message to the administration that we
do not support this agreement, and we
come together, Republicans and Demo-
crats.

I would close by asking God to please
continue to bless our men and women
in uniform and ask God to please con-
tinue to bless America.

NOVEMBER 18, 2013.
President BARACK OBAMA,
The White House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I write today due to
the ongoing discussion between the United
States and Afghanistan regarding a 10-year
Bilateral Security Agreement to allow our
troops to remain overseas beyond 2014. Mul-
tiple news organizations have reported that
talks on the agreement have stalled because
of the unwillingness of the Afghan govern-
ment to allow the American military to
search Afghan homes.

Mr. President, this agreement will force
the United States to continue paying tril-
lions of tax dollars to support Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai’s corrupt government.
This is unacceptable, particularly at a time
when the national debt is an astonishing 17
trillion dollars and we have been forced to
make deep budget cuts at home. More impor-
tantly, allowing our troops to remain in Af-
ghanistan exposes them to considerable dan-
ger and risks the loss of additional American
lives—all without the approval of Congress.
At the very least, a vote should be allowed to
ensure that Congress exercises its constitu-
tional responsibility of oversight of the ex-
penditure of taxpayer money.

Considering these points, I implore you to
reconsider the Bilateral Security Agreement
and prevent both the loss of precious Amer-
ican lives and the waste, fraud, and abuse of
American money overseas.

Sincerely,
WALTER B. JONES,
Member of Congress.

———

PANCREATIC CANCER AND
SEQUESTRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. MATHESON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring awareness to our coun-
try’s rate of pancreatic cancer and the
need for strong and continued medical
research of this disease. This year, over
45,000 are expected to be diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer, a number that has
steadily climbed over the past decade.

While survival rates for many other
forms of cancer have improved in re-
cent years, only 6 percent of patients
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diagnosed with pancreatic cancer will
live more than 5 years. That is a sta-
tistic that has not improved over 40
years.

Earlier this year, I sat down with
several of my constituents affected by
pancreatic cancer. One in particular,
Jamiee, saw her father diagnosed with
the disease and then tragically die just
11 weeks after he was diagnosed. Sadly,
this story is all too common when dis-
cussing pancreatic cancer. I would
guess that we all know someone who
has died from this disease.

Sequestration cut $1.5 billion from
the National Institutes of Health ear-
lier this year. This is critical funding
that would have been used to conduct
research on deadly diseases such as
pancreatic cancer. Everyone I talk to
in my district agrees with the idea that
funding medical and disease research is
a good thing.

We must continue research in this
area and begin the process of reversing
these remarkably depressing statistics
with pancreatic cancer. We owe it to
Jamiee and thousands of other families
affected by this disease to work to-
wards a cure.

—————

ANN CARRIZALES—WIFE, MOTHER,
FORMER MARINE, STAFFORD PO-
LICE OFFICE, HERO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with great pride to share an amazing
story of a police officer from Texas 22.

At 3:30 a.m., on October 26, this offi-
cer from Stafford, Texas, noticed a car
sitting at a green light with its left
turn signal on. A few minutes later the
Stafford officer stopped that car. As
the officer approached the car, shots
rang out. The officer was hit in the
neck, face, and chest.

The thugs sped off. The thugs had no
idea who they shot. If they knew, they
would have dropped their weapons and
surrendered without a fight. They shot
a wife, a mother of two young children,
a former marine, who was the first fe-
male to join the Marine Corps’ boxing
team. They shot Stafford police officer
Ann Carrizales. They messed with the
wrong marine.

Despite being wounded, Ann returned
fire, blowing out the back glass of the
thug’s automobile. She jumped in her
cruiser and joined the chase. She
quickly got on the radio saying, ‘‘Shots
fired, shots fired, I’ve been hit.”

For 7 minutes Ann chased the shoot-
ers. The video of her dashboard camera
shows how cool and in control Ann was.
She chased the thugs through two
counties with multiple law enforce-
ment agencies joining the chase—the
Stafford Police Department, Missouri
City Police Department, Sugar Land
Police Department, Houston Police De-
partment, sheriff’s deputies from Fort
Bend County and Harris County, and
the Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty, all joining in the chase.
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Despite her wounds, Ann stayed on
the radio and kept everyone aware of
her location, telling everyone all the
streets that she was passing while she
was chasing the thugs. Ann was in
charge and everyone knew that.

Ann followed those thugs into an
apartment complex. Knowing the dan-
ger to arriving officers in an apartment
complex and the danger to innocent
Americans losing their lives from stray
gunshots in those apartments, Ann
continued to manage the scene.

On Ann’s dashboard camera, you can
see Ann’s fellow officers trying to take
care of her wounds. Ann can be heard
saying, ‘‘Get out, it’s not safe,” and
tell them to ‘“‘watch your back.” Ann’s
shooter was caught later that day, and
his two buddies were caught a few days
later.

I talked to Ann a week after she was
shot. I had two questions for Ann. The
first question: ‘“What did you think
when you were shot?”” She told me that
her mama bear instincts kicked in.
Those punks tried to take her from her
husband and her two kids. They were
going to pay for that. I also asked Ann:
“Did you ever think you were going to
die?”’ She snapped, ‘‘No, sir, my chief
did not give me permission to die that
night.”

Thank you, Ann, for wearing that
badge and for your heroism. Semper fi,
Ann, semper fi.

————

WE MUST TACKLE THE REAL
PROBLEMS WE FACE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TONKO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, this week,
it was reported that House Republicans
are looking for a legislative plan to
close out the year and to move forward
into 2014 and, as such, passed out a
blank sheet of paper as their agenda—
a blank sheet.

Each month, polls put congressional
approval rates at new lows, and more
independent organizations rank the
113th Congress as one of the least—if
not the least—productive of all time.

In response, leadership of the people’s
House has continued to govern by
sound bites and pass messaging bills
that simply go nowhere—even pain-
fully shutting down the government for
more than 2 weeks in the process.

If House leadership is looking for an
agenda, they need only to look across
the aisle to their friends. We have some
suggestions, and chief among them is
putting Americans back to work.

During our August work period, I
participated in some 166 events, meet-
ing with constituents each and every
time. At nearly every stop, my friends
and neighbors wanted to know what
was being done in Washington to help
the private sector create jobs.

My district is extraordinary, but not
in this regard. I have to believe that
the people of Albany and Schenectady
and Saratoga Springs, New York, my
hometown of Amsterdam, New York, in
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the 20th Congressional District, are
thinking what America is thinking.
They are asking what myself and our
colleagues on both sides of the aisle are
doing to grow the economy.

House Democrats stand ready to
work with Republicans to address the
real challenges that face this great Na-
tion of ours.

Sequestration-related cuts are esti-
mated to cost our economy some 1.6
million jobs through 2014. Let’s work
together to save jobs and pass a budget
that invests by growing in a justified
way, in a fair way, revenues and belt
tightening so that we cut as we can, so
that we then invest as we must.

Our family farms deserve the cer-
tainty that a 5-year reauthorization of
the farm bill has brought them for dec-
ades upon decades. Our parties clearly
don’t see eye-to-eye on cutting such
items as hunger assistance, hunger as-
sistance for millions of veterans, mil-
lions of frail people, millions of elderly,
millions of children.

If we work together on jobs, we will
help the private sector put people into
jobs and cut poverty and reduce the
need for hunger programs. Now, isn’t
that a humane approach?

We see middle class America experi-
encing pain at the gas pump, and we
worry that our foreign policy is dic-
tated by our dangerous dependency,
our gluttonous thirst for fossil-based
fuels. Yet, we stand today without a
clear and definitive clean energy agen-
da that would make our Nation a safer
place and create tens of thousands of
jobs in the short-term, boosting an
American green-collar economy. It can
be done.

A report just last week on solar pan-
els was interesting. If we would use
just simply 5 percent of available roof-
tops in Los Angeles County, we would
be able to create 29,000 jobs in that ef-
fort.

In the past week, we have seen major
severe weather events wreak havoc on
the Philippines and across 12 States
within the Midwest of our country.
Even if you choose to ignore fact-based
science that really proves climate
change to be real and here, we can all
agree that our aging infrastructure
needs our assistance, it needs to be up-
graded, it needs to be improved and re-
placed, so that we are taking a
proactive approach to the soundness of
infrastructure, which grows jobs. In-
stead, we are allowing storms of the
century to impact our communities
and then have a reactive process that
simply isn’t the best way to do busi-
ness.

I could go on and on, but I only have
5 minutes here.

Immigration reform, updating the
Voting Rights Act, tax reform, expand-
ing background checks for gun owners,
or passing ENDA—there is more than
enough for us to tackle that translates
into jobs. The vast majority of these
policies would pass in a bipartisan
fashion, as the government shutdown
was avoided by a bipartisan vote with a
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unanimous vote from the Democrats
with a minority of votes from the Re-
publicans. We could get things done if
we would allow votes to be taken up on
this floor, a simple up or down vote,
but get it done and grow jobs.

This week, we solemnly observe the
50th anniversary of the death of one of
the greatest leaders our Nation has
known, President John F. Kennedy, a
man who once said:

Never before has man had such capacity to
control his own environment, to end thirst
and hunger, to conquer poverty and disease,
to banish illiteracy and massive human mis-
ery. We have the power to make this the best
generation of mankind in the history of the
world—or to make it the last.

To act is both in our power and our
duty. We must tackle these problems. I
implore this House to take up a jobs
agenda. Let’s put America to work.

———

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
GRAND RONDE TRIBE’'S RES-
TORATION AS A FEDERALLY
RECOGNIZED TRIBE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OLSON). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. SCHRADER)
for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to acknowledge a significant
milestone for the Confederated Tribes
of the Grand Ronde Community of Or-
egon. This Friday, November 22, 2013,
marks the 30th anniversary of the
Grand Ronde Tribe’s restoration as a
federally recognized tribe.

The Confederated Tribes of Grand
Ronde consist of nearly 30 different his-
toric Indian tribes who lived in western
Oregon, southern Washington, and
northern California. This confederation
of tribes was created almost 160 years
ago when the Federal Government
forced these tribes onto the Grand
Ronde Indian Reservation in order to
make room for the expanding settler
population. Before the settlers arrived
on the west coast, there were more
than 60 tribes living within the Oregon
stretch of the Pacific Ocean. These
tribes resided in their homelands for
over thousands of years.

As more and more settlers flowed
into Willamette, Umpqua, and Rogue
River Valleys, they began to over-
whelm the land that had once belonged
to the tribes. Conflict ensued. By the
1850s the United States Government, in
an effort to end conflict and open up
land for settlers, initiated treaty-mak-
ing with the antecedent tribes and
bands of Grand Ronde.

The United States and the Kalapuya
and Molala Tribes, among others, en-
tered into the Willamette Valley Trea-
ty. With this treaty, the United States
seized much of the Willamette Valley
while promising money, supplies, edu-
cation, health care, and protection to
the Indians.
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As a result of the Willamette Valley
treaty and six other treaties ceding
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about 14 million acres, over 2,000 tribal
people were removed from their native
homelands and forced to resettle on the
Grand Ronde Indian Reservation in the
Yamhill Valley. At that time, the res-
ervation consisted of more than 60,000
acres of land.

Before the arrival of the settlers,
there were 20,000 native people living in
the Willamette Valley. When the tribes
were forced onto the reservation, there
were 2,000. At the dawn of the 20th cen-
tury, there were only 302 people listed
on the Grand Ronde Reservation cen-
sus. Many people had died as a con-
sequence of the administrative neglect
or had moved away from the reserva-
tion to find better opportunities for
work in the cities.

By 1944, the United States Govern-
ment found itself between a depression
and a war. Seeking to cut government
spending, they began to terminate
their treaty responsibilities to Indian
tribes and began the process of ending
the United States’ relationship with
the tribe.

In 1954, Congress passed the Western
Oregon Indian Termination Act, which
terminated treaties the government
had entered into in the 1850s. As a re-
sult of that act, the Grand Ronde In-
dian Reservation was closed. By this
time, the tribe had been calling the
reservation home for over 100 years.
Along with losing their homes, people
lost their access to health care, edu-
cation, and other services the Federal
Government promised to provide them
in the treaties with the tribes. The
Federal Government reneged on its
promise to the tribes of a ‘“‘permanent
reservation forever.”

Although the Grand Ronde peobple
were once again driven from their land,
they refused to surrender their cultural
identity and traditions. In the 1970s,
members of the Grand Ronde reserva-
tion community united to form the
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde In-
dians to fight for their right to be rec-
ognized by the United States Federal
Government.

After years of dedication and per-
sistent efforts by tribal members, the
United States Congress finally restored
its relationship with the tribe on No-
vember 22, 1983, passing the Grand
Ronde Restoration Act signed by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan. This act, fol-
lowing nearly 30 years of termination,
allowed the tribe to be eligible again
for Federal housing, health, and edu-
cation services. It also initiated a proc-
ess that would lead to the Grand Ronde
Reservation Act and the tribe’s recov-
ery of almost 10,000 acres of its original
reservation.

Since restoration, the Confederated
Tribes of Grand Ronde has thrived, be-
coming one of the most successful and
vibrant tribes in the Pacific Northwest.
With their own money, they have reac-
quired parts of their original reserva-
tion. The population of the tribe has
grown from roughly 1,500 members a
year after restoration to almost 5,000
members.
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Grand Ronde boasts a stable econ-
omy that is rooted in timber and tribal
gaming. The Spirit Mountain Casino on
the Grand Ronde reservation has been
responsible for a significant part of the
tribe’s income since the mid-1990s.
Spirit Mountain is the most successful
casino in Oregon and also the largest
employer in Polk County, employing
more than 1,200 people. Grand Ronde
dedicates 6 percent of casino profits to
its Spirit Mountain Community Fund.
The fund, which supports a diverse
array of charitable organizations in Or-
egon, has given more than $60 million
to local communities, nonprofit orga-
nizations, and Oregon’s Indian tribes
since 1977.

The Confederated Tribes of Grand
Ronde emerged from over a century of
hardship to become a thriving commu-
nity. There can be no doubt that the
people of Grand Ronde will continue to
prosper, as they have done on this land
for a thousand years.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind all persons in the
gallery that they are here as guests of
the House and that any manifestation
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of
the House.

———————

JOHN ARIALE, THANK YOU FOR A
JOB WELL DONE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CRENSHAW) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to honor the congres-
sional career of my chief of staff, John
Ariale. I first met John Ariale 13 years
ago, right after I was first elected to
Congress; and after that first meeting
when I saw his keen intellect, I saw his
wry sense of humor, his love of Excel
spreadsheets, his laser-like focus on
policy, and his zany Italian zeal, I
knew that was a combination that I
needed to lead my legislative office.

They say that the decision to have
someone be your chief of staff is one of
the most important decisions you will
ever make as a Member of Congress be-
cause the chief of staff not only rep-
resents your political views, but also
represents your personal values. If
there is one decision that I have made
that I think would be unanimously
agreed upon by my constituents as well
as my colleagues, it would be the
choice to have John be my chief of
staff.

John has assembled an outstanding
team of individuals. He has led that
team of individuals through thick and
thin. We have fought and won some
very important legislative battles, one
of which is a proposal of landmark leg-
islation to forever change for the good
the way our Nation deals with individ-
uals with disabilities. It is called the
ABLE Act. We haven’t crossed the fin-
ish line yet, but I am sure we will; and
when we do, it will be in large part be-
cause of the moral clarity and hard
work and dedication of John Ariale.
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Winston Churchill once said:

We make a living by what we get, but we
make a life by what we give.

Mr. Speaker, John Ariale has given
me, he has given this institution, he
has given all of the individuals who
have had a chance to work with him
his heart and his soul. He has given his
expertise, his wisdom, and his patience.
There is little we can do to repay him
for all that other than express to him
our extreme gratitude and to wish him
well on his next opportunities, his next
challenge.

And so I would say to John Ariale, as
he leaves as chief of my staff, thank
you for a job well done.

God bless and Godspeed.

———

BUDGET COMMITTEE NEEDS TO
GET THEIR JOB DONE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, now that
the Republican shutdown is over, Con-
gress should be addressing the most
pressing issues facing our Nation—fast-
er economic growth, putting our people
back to work at living-wage jobs, bal-
ancing the budget, and investing in our
future. But so far, there is no Repub-
lican budget deal completed to set the
frame for all of this, to give confidence
to businesses that they can invest, and
to assure the American people that
there is some certainty that Congress
has done its job.

The first step is completion of a re-
sponsible budget resolution for 2014
which starts in just a few weeks; and,
in fact, the Federal fiscal year started
October 1. From that resolution would
follow, if we had regular order in this
House, 12 appropriation bills con-
strained within the limits of that im-
portant budget. But rather than com-
pleting the budget bill, I observed the
chairman of the House Budget Com-
mittee making political speeches out
in Iowa rather than getting the job
done here. My message today is get the
job done of the Budget Committee.

We know that the economy will grow
when more people are working; and
when that happens, the Federal debt
will go down.

The first chart I have here actually
shows that during the Clinton years
when employment went up, we were
able to balance the budget. It was fol-
lowed during the Bush year with the
terrible recession where unemployment
went up and, guess what, the budget
deficit increased and our accumulated
debt grew at extraordinary propor-
tions.

Now, think about what happens to
the U.S. debt when unemployment goes
up; and during the Bush years, we had
over 8.8 million jobs that were elimi-
nated because of the Great Recession.
When people don’t have a job, they
aren’t paying taxes. They aren’t buy-
ing a new car or spending money at de-
partment stores or other consumer
spending that drives employment
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growth and job creation. Increased
wages drive investment. Moreover, peo-
ple who don’t have a job are likely re-
lying on government for help—unem-
ployment benefits that are extended, or
other parts of the Federal safety net,
the social safety net such as health in-
surance, and health care. That causes a
drawdown in Federal spending.

So the message to my Republican
colleagues is get the job done. That’s
the only way you are going to be able
to reduce the debt. We cannot balance
our budget with unemployment hov-
ering at over 7 percent nationally.

Although the Obama administration
has successfully led 42 months of con-
secutive job creation compared to the
Bush years when we went so much into
the hole, we still have not dug our-
selves out and replaced those 8.8 mil-
lion jobs that were eliminated. That is
a lot of jobs. Over 2 million manufac-
turing jobs alone were eliminated. If
we think about that, we have done a
good job month by month. in crawling
out of the recession. But the pace of
this is not what I would call robust,
but it definitely has been steady.

Piled on top of this gigantic effort to
try to create jobs is a nagging trade
deficit. In my part of America, people
know well what job outsourcing has oc-
curred to foreign countries. We have
had continuing hemorrhaging of U.S.
jobs because of trade agreements like
NAFTA, China PNTR, Korea, all in the
negative, all in the red, not in the
black. We have not had a positive trade
balance in this country since 1975, and
the numbers show it. The deficits just
keep getting worse.

Can you find anything made in Amer-
ica any more? There is $9 trillion in ac-
cumulated trade deficit since 1975.
That actually equals half of our long-
term debt because our monthly trade
deficit now hovers around $39 billion
more imported goods coming in there
than we are able to export. This means
more foreign goods, fewer U.S. jobs.
Over time, these foreign subsidized
products from closed markets replace
American products and the jobs that go
with them. The word ‘‘outsourcing”
has become all too familiar.

Mr. Speaker, if my Republican col-
leagues want to tackle the Federal
debt, then they need to bring a com-
pleted budget deal to the floor. It is
months, almost a year, too late. We
need to tackle the Federal debt by
growing jobs. Bring economic growth
and jobs bills to the floor. We need to
no longer bring trade deals to this floor
that result, through fast track, in the
kind of job killing that we have had
over the last quarter century.
Shouldn’t we focus on what the Amer-
ican people have been saying to us year
after year after year: it is the econ-
omy; it is job creation. This institution
ought to be focused laser beam on what
the American people are telling us.
Why is that so hard to do?

I urge my colleagues on the Budget
Committee, get back to work. Stop the
politicking around the country; get
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those committees reaching com-
promises between the House and the
Senate. Let’s get the big frame; and
then let’s, through regular order, bring
up the 12 appropriation bills within
those budget restraints so we can
eliminate the debt by making this
economy grow fully again.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CRENSHAW). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess until noon today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 57
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

Reverend Dr. John Adams, First Bap-
tist Church, Mantachie, Mississippi, of-
fered the following prayer:

Our Father, we bow before Your ma-
jestic throne today. We acknowledge
that You are in Heaven and we are on
Your good Earth.

Our prayers are given for each one in
this Chamber, that Your love and wis-
dom be in each life. Today, we pray for
our Speaker and each legislator, that
Your hands will guide their hands.

Father, I know today that the best
thing that I can do for these men and
women is to pray for them. Give them
courage to make the right decisions.
Let the laws coming forth from these
hallowed Halls be pleasing to You and
be a benefit to our fellow man.

Allow these leaders to have a breath
of fresh air today and to have the Spir-
it of God’s Son in helping others. We
ask Your blessings on our United
States of America.

In the name of God’s Son, we pray.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.
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The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. JOHN
ADAMS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr.
NUNNELEE) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. NUNNELEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to welcome to the House of
Representatives this morning Dr. John
Adams, Jr., who offered the prayer ear-
lier.

Dr. Adams is a native of Mississippi,
and he is currently the senior pastor of
First Baptist Church in Mantachie,
Mississippi. He is joined by his wife,
Darla Kaye Fuller Adams.

Dr. Adams has served as senior pas-
tor in churches in Mississippi, Texas,
Colorado, and Arkansas. Dr. Adams has
spoken throughout the South and
around the country, sharing a 13-part
series about the Judeo-Christian herit-
age of America. He also presently
serves as the executive director of the
Moral Action of Mississippi and of the
national organization, the Moral Ac-
tion of the Baptist Missionary Associa-
tion.

We are honored to have him here
today, and we deeply appreciate his
service to our Lord and to the people of
Mississippi.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of Georgia). The Chair will now
entertain 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———

THE PATIENT OPTION ACT

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
now more than ever, Americans are
feeling the pain from ObamaCare. This
law is hurting Americans with higher
premiums and cancelation notices. If it
is left in place, our country will suffer
under the new wave of spending that it
will create.

This destroyer must be stopped.

Just last week, the House passed a
symbolic bill that merely nibbled at
the edges of the problems caused by
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ObamaCare, but you cannot fix a law
that will cripple our economy, increase
our Nation’s debt, and limit health
care options for millions of Americans.
I was one of only four Republicans to
oppose this bill, because we can’t fix
the President’s broken promises in
ObamaCare. Instead, we must repeal
ObamacCare for good.

I have introduced legislation, the Pa-
tient OPTION Act, that would do just
that. Congress must stop wasting time
to pass bills that keep ObamaCare in
place. We must repeal and replace this
disaster immediately. The Patient OP-
TION Act is the solution.

———
WORLD TOILET DAY

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
the concept of a World Toilet Day can
make children giggle, some adults
blush and others change the subject,
but the title is designed to take a most
serious subject head-on.

The world can no longer afford to be
squeamish, to make jokes or to change
the subject about the fundamental
issue of access to adequate sanitation.
That is because 2.5 billion people live
without it, which leads to 700,000 pre-
mature deaths each year, and it is get-
ting worse. Instead of solving this glob-
al crisis, the number living without ac-
cess has increased by 700 million peo-
ple.

Today, we want to renew our com-
mitment to helping these unfortunate
people around the world have access to
sanitation, which we all take for grant-
ed.

I appreciate the Gates Foundation
and other NGOs, like WaterAid, for
stepping up to help solve the dilemma,
and I call on my colleagues to support
H.R. 2901, which Congressman POE and
I have introduced, which is the Water
for the World Act, so that the United
States can play a greater, more effec-
tive role to save lives around the globe.

———

“MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD”

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, Rodney
from Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
pays $5640 a month for a family health
insurance plan that covers his wife, his
16-year-old son, and himself. This plan
works well for them and fits within
their family budget; but Rodney re-
ceived the same unwelcomed news that
has startled millions of other Ameri-
cans: the health insurance he likes will
be canceled because the ‘‘suits” in
Washington think his preferred plan is
lousy. The most similar government-
sanctioned ObamaCare plan will cost
Rodney’s family $1,139 each month—
more than their mortgage payment.

Understandably, Rodney is sickened
by this news.

I have worked very hard my entire adult
life to take care of my family and provide for
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all of their needs. How am I supposed to con-
tinue to support them . . . with the govern-
ment forcing me into a situation I cannot af-
ford?

Rodney closed his letter by asking
me:

If you do nothing else, please do every-
thing in your power to make our voices
heard.

House Republicans are doing that
every day for Rodney and for Ameri-
cans like him.

———
IF YOU FIX IT, THEY WILL COME

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, de-
spite all of the hysterical comments
like we just heard on the floor here
today, it is important for people to
know that, in States in which Gov-
ernors embrace the Affordable Care Act
and set up a high-functioning Web site,
the fact of the matter is that enroll-
ment is exceeding expectations.

In Connecticut on Friday, which is
where I am from, we released figures.
Over 13,000 enrolled in the first 6
weeks, and the pace of enrollment is
accelerating. In the last 2 weeks, they
have enrolled more than they had en-
rolled in the prior month. On Saturday,
I was at an enrollment fair—there were
eight of them all across the State—and
there was a full waiting room of people
who were waiting their turns—like at a
deli counter to get their numbers—to
sit down to get help in terms of signing
up with a plan. Twenty minutes is all
it took to sign up for a plan.

I spoke to Merrylyn Weaver from
New London, Connecticut, who said:

I am finally going to have health insurance
after 3 years of being without it.

It took her 20 minutes to sign up for
an Anthem Blue Cross Silver plan.

The fact of the matter is that the
message is, if you fix it, they will
come. That is what this Congress
should be focused on is fixing it so that
the people in the waiting room like I
saw in Norwich, Connecticut, are going
to get help all across the country. It is
time to help people get insurance, not
to scare them and destroy a plan that
provides them hope.

——

RECOGNIZING BAYLOR REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER FOR THE 2013
MALCOLM BALDRIDGE NATIONAL
QUALITY AWARD

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Baylor Regional Medical Center at
Plano on their latest accolade—the 2013
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality
Award, which is the Nation’s highest
Presidential honor for performance ex-
cellence through innovative practices
and visionary leadership.
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For nearly a decade, Baylor Plano
has provided north Texas with high-
quality and compassionate care. Their
superior patient satisfaction rate and
dedication to training the best and the
brightest go unmatched. Baylor
Plano’s success and patient-centered
care is a testament to the endless pos-
sibilities when you have choice and
freedom on your side.

It is an honor to congratulate Baylor
Plano’s employees, medical staff, and
volunteers for doing their part to keep
Texas’ bigger and better reputation in-
tact. I wish them continued success.

God bless you, and I salute you.

EMPLOYMENT
NONDISCRIMINATION ACT

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge House leaders to let us
vote on the Employment Non-
discrimination Act.

In 1979, my late husband, Paul, was
the first U.S. Senator to introduce leg-
islation to ban job discrimination
based on sexual orientation. I agreed
with him then and feel just as strongly
about ENDA today. Employees should
be judged solely by their ability to do
their jobs.

After I was elected in 2007, I was
proud to cast one of my first votes in
support of the passage of the Employ-
ment Nondiscrimination Act, an effort
spearheaded by the relentless Barney
Frank. While ENDA passed in the
House of Representatives in 2007, it did
not move in the Senate; but on Novem-
ber 7, the U.S. Senate made history by
passing ENDA. It is now time for the
House to act—to pass ENDA and to fi-
nally expand protections in order to
prevent employment discrimination.

Mr. Speaker, for the sake of dignity,
justice, and equality, let us vote.

——————

CANCER DRUG COVERAGE PARITY
ACT

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, orally
administered anticancer drugs are be-
coming the standard care for certain
types of cancer as a promising alter-
native to traditional chemotherapy,
which is administered through the
vein. They are also driving some of the
most exciting research in fighting can-
cer as 35 percent in the oncology pipe-
line are oral chemo drugs.

Unfortunately, insurance policies
have not kept pace with the science.
Typically, IV chemotherapy is covered
as a medical benefit while oral chemo-
therapy is covered under the prescrip-
tion drug component. This creates a
disparity in coverage and a financial
disincentive to choose oral chemo-
therapy. Cancer patients should choose
a course of treatment based on what
they and their doctors believe will
work best.
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That is why I have introduced the
Cancer Drug Coverage Parity Act. It
would require insurance plans to pro-
vide coverage for oral chemotherapy at
a cost no less favorable than that of
traditional chemotherapy. My bill has
68 bipartisan cosponsors. I urge my col-
leagues to join us to support the devel-
opment of these promising new treat-
ments to patients who need them.

———
0 1215

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, even with
the difficulties of the health care Web
site, we are seeing great things coming
out of this Affordable Care Act. Across
the country, millions of people who
lacked affordable health care options
yesterday are checking out their new
options today. This law is working.

I continue to hear scores of success
stories from California. Marilynn, who
is a breast cancer survivor, was paying
nearly $1,300 a month for her Anthem
Blue Cross policy. Through Covered
California, she is saving now more than
$500 a month.

Although the healthcare.gov Web site
has had its problems—that we are fix-
ing—know that the California ex-
change has become a model for the rest
of the country. Early enrollment re-
sults demonstrate that Covered Cali-
fornia is working and people are sign-
ing up. We led the Nation in our readi-
ness for this new law, and newly re-
leased numbers show that 131,000 Cali-
fornians have already enrolled in new
quality health plans on Covered Cali-
fornia, more than any other State ex-
change.

Rather than rooting for its failure,
let’s work together to make this a re-
ality for all Americans.

————

HEALTH CARE ACT ADVANCES
EQUALITY, FREEDOM, AND FAIR-
NESS

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I pause
today to think about history. I thought
a lot about the 50th anniversary of
President Kennedy’s assassination, and
today is the 150th anniversary of the
Gettysburg Address. I thought I should
bring some words to us from the Ad-
dress. The world can never forget what
the soldiers of Gettysburg did:

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedi-
cated here to the unfinished work which
they who fought here have thus far so nobly
advanced. It is rather for us 