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also received an associate’s degree in Busi-
ness from North Iowa Area Community Col-
lege. 

Over the course of her career, Rachel has 
served her country in numerous full-time roles 
including unit armorer, unit supply sergeant, 
operations sergeant major, and various NCO 
roles. Throughout her service to our state and 
nation, Rachel has been placed across Iowa 
and across the globe in station assignments 
from Centerville to Johnston and as far away 
as Kosovo and Iraq. CSM Fails was deployed 
twice to the Middle East, during Operations 
Desert Storm and Desert Shield in 1990, and 
Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Free-
dom in 2008. 

Mr. Speaker, as an outspoken supporter of 
Iowa’s National Guard I have always been im-
pressed with the remarkable men and women 
who serve in this organization. Rachel Fail’s 
career is a great example for our men and 
women in uniform and what Iowans are capa-
ble of through hard work and unwavering com-
mitment to a cause greater than themselves. 
I applaud Command Sergeant Major Fails on 
her most recent promotion and wish her the 
greatest success. It is a great honor to rep-
resent her in the United States Congress. I in-
vite my colleagues in the House to join me in 
congratulating Rachel, and all of Iowa’s 
servicemembers, on the continued excellence 
in service they provide to the State of Iowa, 
and our nation as a whole. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of passing comprehen-
sive immigration reform legislation in the 
House. There is no question that it is long 
past time to fix our broken immigration sys-
tem. 

Earlier this year the Senate passed com-
prehensive immigration reform after working 
with stakeholders to reach a balanced, albeit 
imperfect bill. 

Then last month, my colleagues in the 
House introduced a comprehensive immigra-
tion reform bill that has gained the support of 
190 bipartisan cosponsors. 

Unfortunately House Republican leadership 
continues to block the path forward. 

Their refusal to consider legislation that has 
strong bipartisan, bicameral support is in direct 
conflict with the will and the needs of the 
American people-and our constituents. 

There is growing unrest among the agricul-
tural, business, and technology communities in 
addition to the advocacy organizations and 
faith groups. 

In my own district, there are heart-wrench-
ing stories of parents who made the dan-
gerous journey here just so they could make 
sure their children have a place to live and 
something to eat back home. 

They are separated not just by militarized 
borders, but by time—years and decades of 
not being able to see one another. 

That is why it is so important that organiza-
tions like PICO and countless others are con-
tinuing to organize and rally to get this done. 

At this moment, faith leaders are joined to-
gether on the National Mall as part of the 
Fast4Families event. 

They are giving up their meals in order to 
emphasize the moral importance of passing 
comprehensive immigration reform. 

They follow in the footsteps of leaders like 
Cesar Chavez, who in 1968 led a 25-day fast 
for the rights of migrant workers. Today’s com-
munity leaders are fighting to fix another bro-
ken system, one that affects more than 11 mil-
lion people from all around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, it is unacceptable that in the 
145 days since the Senate passed its immi-
gration bill, House. 

Republican leaders have dedicated what lit-
tle time we have to a government shutdown, 
40 billion dollars in SNAP cuts, and the repeal 
of Obamacare. 

Republican leadership may not be tired of 
gridlock and dysfunction but the American 
people are. 

The nation is ready to pass comprehensive 
immigration reform and we must not delay any 
longer. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BARRY SULLIVAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to sa-
lute Barry Kevin Sullivan on the occasion of 
his retirement as the Director of the Demo-
cratic Cloakroom after over 30 years of serv-
ice to the House of Representatives and to 
our nation. 

Barry came by his love for public service 
naturally. A native of South Boston, his father 
Leo served in the Massachusetts State Legis-
lature and also as Boston Police Commis-
sioner. After earning a degree in political 
science from Boston State College, Barry 
spent a few years on Beacon Hill before arriv-
ing in Washington in 1980 where he was 
mentored by two giants of this institution: 
Former Speaker Tip O’Neill and former Con-
gressman Joe Moakley. Barry quickly became 
the heart and soul of the Democratic Cloak-
room. Members of Congress count on him to 
be first to know what is happening on the 
floor, and he has a well-deserved reputation 
as the consummate professional. 

While we will always miss Barry, I wish him 
and his wife Barbara the very best as they 
leave D.C. and get to enjoy some well-de-
served family time on the Cape they love so 
much. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BARRY SULLIVAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, Barry Kevin Sul-
livan has come to be known as ‘‘the man to 
know in the House.’’ Serving as Chief Informa-
tion Officer in the Democratic Cloakroom, 
Members have been looking to him for the 
past 33 years for everything from the now fa-

mous ‘‘Best Guesstimate for Last Vote,’’ to 
last night’s Red Sox score. When Members 
need to get a pulse reading on the floor, they 
turn to Barry. He is command central, and it’s 
a job he’s been masterful at. 

This hasn’t been by mere coincidence. 
Barry is the son of Evelyn and Leo Sullivan. 

His father served as Massachusetts State 
Senator and Boston Police Commissioner who 
escorted President-elect John F. Kennedy 
from Logan International to the Boston Garden 
for his victory rally. He is an alumnus of Bos-
ton State University and a Beacon Hill vet-
eran. His mentor Congressman Joe Moakley 
groomed him and Speaker Tip O’Neill pro-
moted him. Barry Sullivan’s pedigree has 
made him a consummate professional and 
uniquely and exceptionally suited to manage 
the cloakroom. 

I rise to honor Barry Sullivan for his 33 
years of service in the House Democratic 
Cloakroom and for being one of the most loyal 
and trustworthy people I’ve ever met. His 
kindnesses to me have been endless and he 
has enriched my daily service in the House for 
21 years. I wish Barry every blessing in his re-
tirement, enjoying happy and healthy days 
with his wife and the pride of his life, their 
three sons. May there be more time for 
bluefishing for Horseshoe Shoal, and cheering 
on the Red Sox. 

Here’s to you, Barry. God bless you and 
thank you for the honorable service you have 
given to our nation. 

f 

KEEP YOUR HEALTH PLAN ACT OF 
2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 15, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to H.R. 3350, the so called 
‘‘Keep Your Health Plan Act’’. 

This bill is nothing more than the latest Re-
publican effort to delay, defund, dismantle, or 
derail the Affordable Care Act. 

I remain committed to ensuring that my con-
stituents in California and millions across the 
country have access to quality, affordable 
health care. 

Yet, the Republicans want nothing more 
than to capitalize on any opportunity to under-
mine the fundamental human right to 
healthcare. And that is what this latest attack 
is. 

While we must certainly address any chal-
lenges that arise in the roll out and implemen-
tation of the Affordable Care Act, we cannot 
undermine its effectiveness by passing this 
cynical bill. 

In fact, just today, I received an email from 
a constituent who said that his plan had been 
cancelled, but once he had a chance to view 
the options on Covered California—California’s 
healthcare exchange—he found a better plan 
at a better price. 

Stories like this one are happening all over 
the country and are further proof that we must 
not do anything to undermine the implementa-
tion of the Affordable Care Act. 

My constituents depend on it, as do millions 
of Americans. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘no’ on this bill. 
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CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS: 

HUNGER IN AMERICA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 18, 2013 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I strongly 
support the stance of the Congressional Black 
Caucus in their daily fight to preserve, support 
and increase funding for initiatives to end hun-
ger in America. The Congressional Black Cau-
cus has proposed a fiscally sound and morally 
responsible budget that protects the SNAP 
program as well as other programs that are 
vital to vulnerable communities. 

As a member of the House Hunger Caucus, 
Out of Poverty Caucus, and proud co-sponsor 
of H.R. 3353, the ‘‘Extend Not Cut SNAP Ben-
efits Act’’ I am dedicated to educating my fel-
low Members on hunger-related issues as I 
understand the devastating impact hunger has 
on millions of children and families in our 
country. 

The cuts in SNAP benefits implemented on 
November 1, 2013, reduce the amount per- 
meal that beneficiaries receive to $1.40, af-
fecting not only the families that rely on SNAP 
but also straining the resources of local food 
pantries that will be pressed to fill the gap, to 
keep people from going hungry. Together, the 
SNAP meals lost in 2014 from the scheduled 
cuts—nearly 3.4 billion meals—would exceed 
the projected annual meal distribution by 
Feeding America food banks around the coun-
try. 

Further, a family of 4 will receive $36 less 
each month which translates into a week of 
groceries that will be taken away from poor 
working families, disabled persons, the elderly 
and children. 

This reduction in benefits is the largest 
wholesale cut in the program since Congress 
passed the first Food Stamps Act in 1964 and 
affects nearly one in seven Americans or more 
than 47 million people. The cut is equivalent to 
16 meals a month for a family of three. 

SNAP programs lifted 4.7 million Americans 
above the poverty line in 2011, including 2.1 
million children. Approximately 91% of SNAP 
benefits go to households with incomes below 
the poverty line. SNAP is also a win for the 
economy because every $1 in benefits gen-
erates $1.70 in economic activity. 

In the 18th Congressional District of Texas, 
my constituency, there are 154,741 persons 
who will suffer because of the reduction in 
food assistance to an average of $1.40 meal. 
Studies have documented the inadequacy of 
this level of funding to meet the minimal nutri-
tion requirements for children and families. 
Hundreds of thousands of Texans may go 
hungry if the cuts to the SNAP programs are 
not restored. 

As I stated earlier I am a strong advocate 
for H.R. 3353, the ‘‘Extend Not Cut SNAP 
Benefits Act’’, which maintains SNAP benefits 
at the pre-November 1, 2013 levels and allows 
the House and Senate to work to reach agree-
ment on the Fiscal Year 2014 budget for food 
programs. 

Congress has the power to enact supporting 
legislation for the individuals, families, and 
communities that struggle with food security in 
our country. I encourage the collaboration of 
both sides of the aisle to work for this com-
mon good. 

FEDERAL LANDS JOBS AND 
ENERGY SECURITY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 19, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1965) to stream-
line and ensure onshore energy permitting, 
provide for onshore leasing certainty, and 
give certainty to oil shale development for 
American energy security, economic devel-
opment, and job creation, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition to H.R. 1965, a bill that would un-
necessarily and irresponsibly give away public 
lands to Big Oil, even as U.S. oil production is 
at a 24-year high and the oil industry receives 
billions of dollars in tax breaks per year. 

H.R. 1965 would remove the safeguards 
that protect taxpayers and public lands by re-
quiring the Interior Department to grant leases 
on 25 percent of the land requested by oil 
companies every year and imposing strict 
deadlines on application review, automatically 
approving leases after just 60 days even if 
safety and environmental reviews are not yet 
complete. It would also enact barriers to public 
review—if a community wanted to challenge a 
leasing decision, it would have to pay a 
$5,000 fee to be heard. If a case took more 
than 60 days to adjudicate, it would be auto-
matically denied. 

Mr. Chairman, under this Administration, do-
mestic oil production has increased by 35 per-
cent on Western public and Indian lands. Oil 
and gas companies are currently only devel-
oping about a third of the public lands they al-
ready lease. This bill, which would prioritize 
energy production over hunting, fishing, graz-
ing, conservation, and every other use of pub-
lic lands, will not reduce energy prices or in-
crease energy security. It would simply cede 
control of natural resources held in public trust 
to already-profitable big oil companies. I urge 
a no vote. 

f 

PROTECTING STATES’ RIGHTS TO 
PROMOTE AMERICAN ENERGY 
SECURITY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2728) to recognize 
States’ authority to regulate oil and gas op-
erations and promote American energy secu-
rity, development, and job creation: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition to H.R. 2728, which would prevent 
the federal government from ever imple-
menting a uniform baseline level of safety and 
environmental protection in hydraulic fracturing 
operations across the country. 

Today’s bill would preempt a rulemaking 
process that is not yet completed and require 
the federal government to defer to state regu-
lations of fracking on public lands, no matter 

what those regulations may be. Moreover, be-
cause the bill forbids the Department of the In-
terior from exercising oversight over ‘‘any 
component of’ the fracking process, it could 
prevent application of basic protections under 
a variety of existing environmental laws. 

States vary widely in their efforts to manage 
the expanded use of hydraulic fracturing and 
the federal government has a responsibility to 
provide a minimum baseline of oversight to 
protect our public lands, public safety, and 
public health. H.R. 2728 would block any pro-
posed standards and impede existing law, and 
I urge a no vote. 

f 

FEDERAL LANDS JOBS AND 
ENERGY SECURITY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 20, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1965) to stream-
line and ensure onshore energy permitting, 
provide for onshore leasing certainty, and 
give certainty to oil shale development for 
American energy security, economic devel-
opment, and job creation, and for other pur-
poses: 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise today in strong opposition to H.R. 1965, 
the so-called Federal Lands, Jobs, and Energy 
Security Act. This bill would fundamentally un-
dermine the way our public lands are man-
aged by forcing us to prioritize oil drilling over 
all other land uses. Current law requires the 
federal government to manage public lands by 
taking into account a variety of uses, including 
recreation, wildlife habitats, and indeed, oil ex-
ploration. This bill would throw this successful 
historical precedent out the window and put 
the destructive practice of oil drilling at the top 
of the list. If this would happen in my home 
state of Florida, we would see devastating ef-
fects to the Florida panther—an iconic symbol 
of our state and also one of the most threat-
ened species in the world. Panthers play a 
critical role in our ecosystem, but their habitat 
has been greatly diminished and now there 
are only 160 panthers. Fortunately, the gov-
ernment recognizes that we need to consider 
important species like the Florida panther 
when making land-use decisions. Today’s leg-
islation could destroy efforts to protect endan-
gered species like the beloved Florida pan-
ther. That’s why I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote and yield 
back my time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ST. GEORGE 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the St. George Greek Orthodox 
Church during their 90th Year Anniversary. 

The Valley’s Greek population has roots 
dating back to the late 1800s. Weekly religious 
services were not available at the time, so a 
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