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Greek Orthodox priest would visit periodically 
to perform required services such as mar-
riages, baptisms, and funerals. The infrequent 
visits by the priest prompted several individ-
uals to consider establishing a church. In 
1923, ‘‘The Greek Community of Fresno’’ was 
incorporated, and a priest from San Francisco 
began to visit regularly. 

The first St. George Greek Orthodox Church 
was built in ‘‘Greek Town,’’ where most of the 
Greek families had settled. The building 
served the Greek community for 50 years, and 
still stands today. 

When World War II ended, families grew 
and began to move into other areas of Fresno. 
Businesses were expanding throughout the 
city, and a new church was built in 1955. In 
the years that followed, many new traditions 
such as the Greek Food Festival started. Not 
only is the festival an annual fundraiser for the 
church, but residents from all over the Central 
Valley attend the celebration so they can 
enjoy dancing, food, and rich Greek culture. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the 90th Year Anniversary of 
the St. George Greek Orthodox Church. Their 
mission to provide an infinite amount of faith, 
hope, and love to the public is highly re-
spected and praised. 
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RECOGNIZING OF THE ACHIEVE-
MENT WEEK BANQUET FOR THE 
PI LAMBDA LAMBDA CHAPTER 
OF THE OMEGA PSI PHI FRATER-
NITY, INC. 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Achievement Week Banquet 
for the Pi Lambda Lambda Chapter of the 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. The chapter in-
cludes the communities of Prince William 
County, the City of Manassas, the City of Ma-
nassas Park and Stafford County. 

The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity was founded 
on Friday evening, November 17, 1911 by 
three Howard University undergraduate stu-
dents, Edgar A. Love, Oscar J. Cooper, and 
Frank Coleman, and their faculty adviser, Pro-
fessor Ernest E. Just. Together they laid the 
foundation of an organization based on the 
core principles of manhood, scholarship, per-
severance and uplift. For one hundred years, 
the membership has upheld a strong tradition 
of friendship and civic engagement. 

At this year’s Annual Achievement Week 
Banquet, the Pi Lambda Lambda Chapter 
honors the Achievement Week Award recipi-
ents. These awards are given to the men and 
women who, through their character and ac-
tions, preserve Omega Psi Phi’s four founding 
principles. I congratulate the following individ-
uals on being awarded these honors: 

The Citizen of the Year Award: Congress-
man GERALD E. CONNOLLY 

The Colonel Charles Young Military Leader-
ship Award: Brother Colonel Drefus Lane 

Omega Man of the Year: Brother Albert 
Woods 

Founders Award: Brother Dr. Bryon Cherry, 
Sr. 

Basileus Awards: Brother Lee Bennett, Jr. 
and Brother Erik Noel 

Special Basileus Award: Leonard and Susie 
Gillespie and Gregory Scroggins: K2 Res-
taurant and Lounge 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in conveying our appreciation for years of 
civic service by the Pi Lambda Lambda Chap-
ter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. It is 
civic groups like the Pi Lambda Lambda 
Chapter that define the character of our com-
munities and give measure to our generosity 
of spirit. 
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SHARING STORIES IN SUPPORT OF 
COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM 

HON. JOE GARCIA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 21, 2013 

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, the following are 
stories of individuals affected by our nation’s 
broken immigration system: 

Story 1: I have been in this country for five 
years. I came from my country, Honduras, 
because I was a victim of domestic violence 
from my father. When I reported the abuses 
I was in danger because there were gangs 
that threatened me, and I was very scared. I 
was able to leave my country with no prob-
lems, thank God. I sought the opportunity to 
continue studying but I was asked for papers 
and they required me to have legal status. I 
waited for the Dream Act because, at the 
time, I was hearing a lot of talk about it. 
But, unfortunately, I didn’t qualify for de-
ferred action. I got desperate because I didn’t 
want to spend much time without continuing 
my studies. A friend of mine suggested I go 
to Canada. When I was crossing through Buf-
falo, six immigration officials stopped me 
and treated me very badly. I told them that 
I was not a criminal and asked them not to 
treat me like that. I didn’t resist, behave 
violently, or do anything for them to treat 
me like that. They made me feel like the 
worst person in this country, just because I 
didn’t have documents. I just wanted the op-
portunity to continue my studies and I want-
ed for them to help me. I entered a jail with 
criminals, with women I had never seen in 
my life, that scared me just by looking at 
them. I could not sleep, could not eat in 
peace. I just kept thinking that at any mo-
ment there could be violence. Thank God my 
fiancé’s family and church members raised 
the money to pay $10,000, and now I’m wait-
ing for the court because I have been given a 
deportation order. I don’t want to continue 
living in the shadows. We are not criminals. 
We are people with dreams, with the same 
heart, the same blood that runs through our 
veins. We are people just like the citizens 
here. We are also part of this country, this is 
our home. Despite everything I’ve always 
considered it my home because I’m thankful 
I am here and that I’m still alive. If I would 
have stay in my country I would’ve died a 
long time ago. I only ask for immigration re-
form to take place soon, because the future 
of so many people is at stake. Update: Her 
deportation order has been postponed until 
2014. Her child is due in September of 2013. 

Story 2. I support a roadmap to citizen-
ship, as a woman that came to this country 
18 years ago and that have been through 
some hard times. Thank the Lord, today I 
am a U.S. citizen, and my children are U. S.- 
born citizens. I support a roadmap to citizen-
ship for all the people that are suffering, 
that don’t have a driver’s license, that don’t 
have documents and are afraid to lose their 

families. I have an uncle who I adore and 
who is always afraid just with the thought 
that he could be deported one day, that’s 
why I say yes to a roadmap to citizenship for 
all the people who are contributing to this 
country. 

Story 3: I say yes to citizenship. I am 
Cuban, even though I was not [undocu-
mented] when I came to this country I un-
derstand the need for the sisters and brother 
that are undocumented. I just heard the sto-
ries and what people feel when they have to 
drive, these are honest men and women that 
come to this country to give everything for 
their life. This is the land where honey and 
milk flow we are all immigrants and we need 
citizenship. Every person that does not have 
a criminal record should have citizenship. 
All those honest men and women, parents, 
grandparents, children without documents to 
go to school and who are getting behind be-
cause of not having their documents. 

Respond, Obama, and all members of Con-
gress. We say yes to citizenship. I am in-
volved even though I am already a citizen. 
We have to support our brothers and sisters 
in the name of Jesus. May God bless and 
grant them with great wisdom. In the name 
of Jesus. 

Story 4: I came to the United States in 
1991. I planned to stay here for three years to 
finish my law degree. In 1994 I had an acci-
dent. That was my first battle. One can face 
many injustices in this country. I was denied 
medical attention at a hospital in Michigan. 
I did not have money, and since I wasn’t cov-
ered by insurance I had to leave. 

I stayed in the state of Michigan with this 
issue until February 1995. Then I moved to 
New York. In New York I was diagnosed with 
a torn knee ligament (MCL) on my right 
knee. The cost of the surgery was $65,000. 
Therefore, I didn’t have any other option 
than to go to Mexico. I had the surgery done 
after six months. I suffered a lot. Can you 
imagine? My right knee meniscus and liga-
ments were torn and the pain was unbear-
able. The hospital’s policy of no discrimina-
tion posted on the walls in big bold letters is 
completely false. 

I had another accident in 2006 here in 
Immokalee, Florida. The lawyers of Azteca 
Supermarket tried to blackmail me with 
threats of calling immigration and many 
other threats of this kind. Then, I basically 
dropped the case after writing a letter to the 
judge in which I called the lawyers cannibals 
and the fact that they were lawyers didn’t 
mean I couldn’t press charges against them. 
The lawyers of Azteca Supermarket dropped 
the case as well. 

I have witnessed situations in which work-
ers have been hit by their employers. In fact, 
I have experienced that same situation my-
self. When I was living in New York, I used 
to work at a store where a [Korean] hit me. 
I have witnessed many injustices in this 
country. We need comprehensive immigra-
tion reform so that employers stop abusing 
undocumented workers. Today I am diabetic, 
perhaps because I didn’t get treatment on 
time. After my first accident I went through 
a period of depression and much suffering, 
watching how apathetic people were. I didn’t 
comprehend how even though I was working, 
the hospitals here in United States wouldn’t 
treat me. I was contributing to the economy 
of this country and the hospitals denied me 
the right to medical attention. There are 
many things I would like talk about, but 
time is short. I’d like to talk to Congress. I’d 
like to talk to the members of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, and I’d like 
to tell them myself why it is important to 
have immigration reform. 

If we are contributing to this economy on 
a daily basis with our work and sweat, it is 
inhumane deny us medical attention, edu-
cation and the opportunity to prepare our-
selves to be better. I want to reiterate that 
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