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Endy, and Alli Bakken were selected for the
all-tournament team. The Skippers allowed
only two goals throughout the playoffs and
shutout Lakeville North in the championship
final. The only goal of the game was scored
in the 56th minute by junior forward Ellen
Mau, solidifying the championship for the Skip-
pers. Showing true sportsmanship, Mau later
stated, “We are proud of ourselves for getting
one past that defense because we know how
tough they are. It's also exciting we could get
this result against an equally as good of a
team.”

The ladies of this team exemplified hard
work, sportsmanship, and dedication the entire
season and portray what it means to be a stu-
dent athlete. | would also like to commend the
coaches for leading their team to the Skipper’s
first championship since 2001.

Finally, a special congratulation goes out to
senior Elizabeth Endy for being named Girls’
Soccer Metro Player of the Year and Min-
nesota Ms. Soccer.

Mr. Speaker, the Minnetonka Girls Soccer
Team displayed a positive standard for all of
their classmates and the community. It's an
honor to be able to represent, and recognize,
such all-star athletes. To the entire team,
coaching staff, and school: congratulations
and go Skippers!

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
590, | was not present for the vote due to a
family emergency.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“nay.”

———

TRIBUTE TO THE RICHARDSON
FAMILY

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to tell
the story of the Richardson family and honor
them for the strength they display to overcome
obstacles and continue to be a loving family.
Through adoption they have welcomed their
children into their home and created a loving
family unit.

Patti Richardson is dedicated to serving her
nine children, no matter their background.
When Patti comes across a child in need, she
is always there with open arms willing to wel-
come them home. She invests significant
amounts of time and money in these children,
filling her home and yard with toys, exercise
equipment, and other tools.

The Richardson family consists of Ragina,
22, who was born with Fetal Alcohol Syn-
drome and ADHD. Also born with congenital
heart disease, Ragina required surgery to fix it
at the age of one. As the eldest child in the
house, Ragina looks after her younger sib-
lings. Next is 10 year old Wesley. Wesley has
ADHD as a result of being exposed to meth-
amphetamine before birth. Aidan, of 7 years
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old, is the next oldest child in the house.
Aidan has a congenital heart disease and had
open-heart surgery when he was only two
months old. Anahla, 5, and Lasia, 4, complete
the long list of adopted children in the Rich-
ardson household. Patti also has three birth
children, William, Jeffery, and Mikayla, all of
whom are now adults.

Sadly, the family has suffered through the
loss of two of their own. Corey, a shaken baby
who Patti fostered and then adopted, passed
suddenly at the age of three. Andrew, Patti’'s
youngest birth child, has also passed from
brain cancer. The family thinks of Andrew fre-
quently and Patti believes that he gives her
guidance to help her through the stress and
heartache that she sometimes faces while car-
ing for her children.

The Richardson family illustrates the hope
and love we know exists in our communities.
It is my privilege and honor to represent the
Richardsons and others like them in my com-
munity.

AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK
HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, this year, our
nation will celebrate the 92nd annual Amer-
ican Education Week, which is a week running
from November 18-22, 2013.

This special week serves as a wonderful op-
portunity for all Americans to celebrate public
education and honor those individuals who
dedicate themselves to ensuring that every
child receives a quality education.

American Education Week is intended to
recognize all who make a difference in our
education system—from teachers to education
support professionals to parents.

In Ohio public schools, we have 112,845 full
time equivalent teachers, 3,642 guidance
counselors and directors, 3,196 librarians and
staff, and 104,394 administrators and support
staff.

It is these individuals who ensure that our
students gain the necessary skills and edu-
cation for a productive and bright future.

As a supporter of these great Americans
and as a former college administrator, | be-
lieve it's essential to raise public awareness
about the importance of public education.

| am proud to show my appreciation for the
key role educators play in the lives of every
child in America.

We must ensure that we all do our part in
making public schools a great foundation for
every child, so they can achieve and succeed
in the 21st century.

| celebrate the teachers in kindergarten
classrooms, high school labs, and university
halls.

| celebrate the school counselors who coun-
sel adolescents and help students carve out
career aspirations.

| celebrate the coaches, school nurses, so-
cial workers, and special education teachers.

| also celebrate those who transport stu-
dents to and from schools and extra-curricular
events because our students also need the
opportunity to learn outside of the classroom.

Thank you to all who make our public
schools better and improve our public edu-
cation system.
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| look forward to working in partnership with
parents, community leaders, and elected offi-
cials to help improve our nation’s public edu-
cation.

| know firsthand the difference a quality edu-
cation makes in a child’s life.

The foundation of a strong democracy is
high quality public education that is accessible
to all.

That is what helps promote a fair and just
society.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on
the importance of American Education Week
and public education.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF ALVIN J.
QUIST

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 21, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Alvin J. Quist, who
passed away on October 29, 2013 at the age
of 89. Alvin exemplified the very best of what
our nation has to offer. He was a hard working
dairyman, proud World War Il veteran, and an
American hero devoted to military and public
service.

Alvin was born into a Danish immigrant fam-
ily and grew up on a dairy farm. He was active
in 4-H and later became involved in the Fu-
ture Farmers of America at Central Union High
School where he also played football and
served as student body president. Upon grad-
uating from high school, Alvin attended Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo (Cal Poly) to major in
Dairy Science.

In 1943, Alvin’s studies were interrupted as
he proudly joined the United States Marine
Corp during World War Il. When the war
ended, Alvin returned to Camp Pendleton to
help wounded soldiers transition back to civil-
ian life.

Alvin met the love of his life, Mary Briggs,
in July 1946, and they married a year later. He
finished his degree, and graduated from Cal
Poly in 1947. Alvin and Mary moved to the
Kearney Park area so Alvin could join his fa-
ther on the dairy farm. They milked 90 cows
and farmed 300 acres.

A distinguished community leader in the ag-
ricultural industry, Alvin sat on a wide range of
boards including Fresno Irrigation District,
California Milk Advisory Board, Fresno County
Farm Bureau, and Big Fresno Fair Board.
Alvin gave back to his community uncondition-
ally based on his faith and love for God.

Family was most important to Alvin. He was
an extremely loving husband and father to his
son, Jim, and daughters, Debbie and Marsha.
Alvin cherished spending time with his grand-
children and gladly attended their school func-
tions, sporting events, and dance recitals.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to pay tribute to the life of Alvin J.
Quist. He was a proud American and leaves
a legacy of hope and faith for many genera-
tions to come.
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