November 21, 2013

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF JOHN F.
KENNEDY’'S ASSASSINATION

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow
will mark 50 years since President
John F. Kennedy’s tragic assassination
in Dallas, Texas.

As Americans pause to remember
President Kennedy’s legacy of public
service and fight toward achieving ra-
cial equality, north Texas will host
events related to the occasion, both in
Dallas and Fort Worth.

A dear friend and mentor, former
House Speaker Jim Wright, who ac-
companied the President on that fate-
ful day, will be a special guest at the
Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce
High Impact 50th Anniversary Break-
fast at the Downtown Fort Worth Hil-
ton. Formerly known as the Hotel
Texas, it is where President Kennedy
spent his last night and delivered one
of his final two speeches.

President Kennedy defied a tumul-
tuous era of racial and gender discrimi-
nation by promoting forward-thinking
policies for the sake of progress. Ken-
nedy also defined the civil rights crisis
as moral, as well as constitutional and
legal.

As we commemorate President Ken-
nedy’s life and the historic impact he
had on the Dallas-Fort Worth area and
the Nation, I call upon my colleagues
to work together to ensure that the
legacy that inspired a generation lives
on.

———

RURAL HEALTH

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to acknowledge Na-
tional Rural Health Day.

The Third District of Nebraska spans
75 counties and contains hundreds of
small towns and over 50 critical-access
hospitals. The providers who serve
these communities face many chal-
lenges without the heavy hand of gov-
ernment.

In particular, I am concerned about
physician supervision regulations
which may be released by the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services
later this month. Physicians, nurses,
and ancillary staff in rural facilities
are highly trained and experienced in
determining the appropriate level of
patient care.

Failure to allow practitioners the
necessary discretion to manage care
administration may actually limit the
access to basic services and could fur-
ther discourage physicians from seek-
ing rural positions.

I will continue to fight to ensure our
rural communities maintain access to
the quality care, and I appreciate the
opportunity to recognize National
Rural Health Day.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

TOPICS OF THE DAY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
there are remaining issues of justice
that this House must address.

First, let me offer my deepest sym-
pathy to the people of the Philippines
who, as you look at the landscape, 10
million people have been affected, 4,011
deaths, and 4.4 million people dis-
placed. We must come together as a
Nation and come together as a Con-
gress and provide the resources. Let me
salute the United States military and
our marines who landed first who are a
lifeline to those people. Let me say to
them that we are with you.

Then I want to say that the Senate
has addressed the justice issue ENDA
for the LGBT community. How can we
stand here on the precipice of honoring
great leaders and not recognize that
there are people who need human dig-
nity? Pass ENDA now.

And let me pay tribute to the 50th
yvear of the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy and salute him—yes,
salute him—as one of the greatest lead-
ers and visionaries—Camelot—who led
this country and inspired this country
to greatness and service. We owe a debt
of gratitude and appreciation to the
legacy of his family and to the service
they have given.

To President John F. Kennedy, may
he rest in peace and thank him for in-
spiring millions of people.

——————

STAND UP FOR LIBERTY

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are losing trust in their
government. The continuous dragnet
collection of data by the NSA is just
one of the many reasons why.

Liberty and privacy are the founda-
tions for which this country was estab-
lished. Even though emails have re-
placed most handwritten letters and
phone calls have replaced many face-
to-face conversations, these principles
still endure today.

The administration defends PRISM
and similar programs by relying on
“warrants’” whose mere existence
mocks the Constitution. The FISA
Court proceedings where these war-
rants originate take place behind
closed doors and cater only to the gov-
ernment’s case for increased surveil-
lance. In these secret, one-sided pro-
ceedings, no one is there to advocate
on behalf of privacy and individual lib-
erty. No one is there to advocate on be-
half of the American people.

With no requirements for public dis-
closure of the Court’s decision, Con-
gress and the American people are left
in the dark. This is unacceptable.
Maintaining a secure Nation can be
done within the bounds of the Con-

H7337

stitution. Privacy and national secu-
rity are not mutually exclusive.

That is why I am a cosponsor of the
LIBERT-E Act, the USA FREEDOM
Act, and the NASA Inspector General
Act to help address many of these
issues.

I urge my colleagues in the House
and Senate, both Republicans and
Democrats, to stand up for liberty.

———

INSPIRING A SENSE OF IDEALISM,
SPIRIT OF PUBLIC SERVICE IN
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because tomorrow is the 50th an-
niversary of the assassination of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy.

President Kennedy inspired me to get
into government. I was only 14 years
old when he passed. His death left an
indelible mark on me and everybody of
my generation who experienced that
national sharing of grief that went on
that weekend.

President Kennedy was a person who
said that politics is an honorable pro-
fession. I believe it is, and I believe
people should get involved in politics
and public service.

He founded the Peace Corps and
asked people to ‘‘ask not what your
country can do for you, but what you
can do for your country,” which was a
call for service.

It was a great loss to our Nation. He
gave a great deal to our country. I
would ask everybody to watch the TV
specials, to read as much as they can,
and to learn what they can about an
honorable gentleman who tried to in-
spire people to get into government
and do the right thing.

I thank his family for his coming
along because it inspired me. I got to
see him in Memphis when he cam-
paigned. He is my hero.

————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AS-
SASSINATION OF JOHN F. KEN-
NEDY

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row, November 22, we mark the 50th
anniversary of one of the saddest days
in American history.

This anniversary affords us the op-
portunity to remember President John
F. Kennedy, who also served in this
House, and to reflect on his idealism
and spirit of public service that he in-
spired in the American people.

President Kennedy encouraged all
Americans to dream big dreams, like
putting a man on the Moon by the end
of that decade. He reminded us that
this country is capable of great feats
when the American people come to-
gether with a defined mission.
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