
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7338 November 21, 2013 
As President Kennedy said in 1961: 
It will not be one man going to the Moon; 

it will be an entire Nation. For all of us must 
work to put him there. 

President Kennedy’s goal was 
achieved on July 20, 1969, when Apollo 
11 Commander Neil Armstrong was the 
first person to step on the Moon. 

It is good to remember how President 
Kennedy inspired a Nation. The torch 
of freedom President Kennedy de-
scribed in his inaugural speech has now 
been passed to yet another generation. 
Let this generation celebrate President 
Kennedy’s sense of idealism and public 
service every day. 
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TYPHOON HAIYAN 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the people of my home State of 
Hawaii, I stand today to send our 
heartfelt condolences to the victims of 
Super Typhoon Haiyan in the Phil-
ippines. 

Like so many people in Hawaii and 
around the world, I and my family have 
loved ones, friends, and others who 
were affected by this devastation in 
Tacloban City and in other areas of the 
Philippines, and they have been at the 
forefront of our thoughts and prayers. 

In the wake of such a horrible trag-
edy, the positive that we can find is the 
outpouring of compassion, support, 
and, most importantly, aloha from my 
State towards the people in the Phil-
ippines. 

The Hawaii Air National Guard is 
working with the U.S. Pacific Com-
mand as we speak, which is based in 
Hawaii, as collectively they provide 
unparalleled air, maritime, and ground 
support to the aid efforts of the Phil-
ippines authorities. All across Hawaii, 
as across the world, we are seeing busi-
nesses, nonprofits, and individuals 
standing up individually and taking 
the time and energy to raise resources 
and to provide support to these aid ef-
forts, to these relief efforts, and help-
ing to reunite families and friends and 
communities. 

I continue to pray for all those who 
have lost homes, family, and friends, 
and encourage all who are able to con-
tribute in any way possible in this re-
covery effort. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AS-
SASSINATION OF JOHN F. KEN-
NEDY 

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, as we reflect 
on the 50 years since the passing of 
President Kennedy, I want to reissue 
that thought about call for service. He 
struck me in his inaugural address of 
asking not what this country can do 
for you, but what you can do for the 

country; and I immediately responded 
when he created the Peace Corps. I am 
wearing this button today proudly as a 
return Peace Corps volunteer. 

My thoughts are as we sort of enter 
into the next half century of thought 
about America and service, President 
Kennedy not only urged us to go to 
space; he urged us to send our people to 
places where no person had ever gone 
before, no American had ever been; to 
all of these remote countries in pov-
erty situations and places where no-
body had ever lived. It changed the 
image of America around the world so 
positively. 

So for you young people that are 
thinking about the future, don’t think 
of America as just a platform to make 
money. America is the platform to 
launch peace and understanding around 
the world. Join the Peace Corps, serve 
this country, call for service. It is hon-
orable. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BENTIVOLIO). The Chair will recognize 
Members for Special Order speeches 
without prejudice to the possible re-
sumption of legislative business. 
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OBAMACARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, first of 
all, it is my honor to yield to a good 
friend whom I have tremendous respect 
for, from the State of Florida, my 
friend, RON DESANTIS. 

Mr. DESANTIS. I thank the gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, I am struck by having 
been here to witness something that I 
think is pretty neat. We had a newly 
sworn in Member take the oath of of-
fice to become a Member of this body. 
Part of it is neat because he got en-
dorsed by Duck Dynasty, which I know 
a lot of people like; but it was neat be-
cause I think it reminds us what our 
duties are here. He was asked to take 
an oath of office right here in the well 
of the House. That oath was very sim-
ple. It charged him with the duty to 
support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic. 

I think we need to have more of a re-
minder that that is our duty here. I am 
struck by reading the Constitution and 
how the Founding Fathers laid out sep-
aration of powers and checks and bal-
ances. 

For example, article I states clearly: 
All legislative powers shall be vested in a 

Congress of the United States. 

Article II prescribes authority for the 
President and imposes a duty on him 
to take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed. 

I think that going back on those con-
stitutional foundations and looking at 
how this particular President has made 
claims of his authority to essentially 
put aside the law or change the law 
should cause us great concern. 

For example, with this employer 
mandate aspect of ObamaCare, the 
statute said very clearly it shall take 
effect this January 2014. 

Well, that, obviously, would have 
been disastrous had they implemented 
that. We in the House were willing to 
delay it by statute. The President 
chose to do it by executive fiat. 

b 1245 
And then most recently with the idea 

that ObamaCare was causing people to 
lose their plans, a lot of people in this 
body said, Look, we ought to grand-
father these plans in; let people keep 
their plans. The President threatened 
to veto that, and then he issued, essen-
tially, an executive order saying he is 
going to extend the grandfather clause 
and not enforce the ObamaCare man-
date that is causing the cancelations. 

So, on the one hand, ObamaCare is a 
holy writ that people in Congress are 
not allowed to touch in any way with 
our Article I power, but the President 
can essentially pick and choose which 
parts to enforce, which parts to delay, 
and who to grant waivers to. That ulti-
mately is not sustainable, and it con-
flicts with the basic structure of Amer-
ican Government. 

The American Revolution, if you 
read the Declaration of Independence, 
it was a revolt against executive power 
and the British King. Jefferson lists all 
the abuses that they were revolting 
against. One of the things that he men-
tioned was that King George III, what 
King George III had done wrong was for 
abolishing our most valuable laws and 
altering, fundamentally, the form of 
government. 

Students in school throughout Amer-
ica are taught, Congress passes the law 
and the President can sign or veto the 
law, and the President has the duty to 
enforce the law. Now, there is certainly 
prosecutorial discretion that comes 
with that. If the President has a good- 
faith belief that a law is unconstitu-
tional, of course they have to prefer 
the Constitution to the statute. But 
here, this President has not made any 
claim that ObamaCare is unconstitu-
tional; and, indeed, he can’t, because it 
is his signature piece of legislation. 

I think the key thing to think about 
is the Founding Fathers did not create 
separation of powers, checks and bal-
ances because they thought that stu-
dents would need something to study 
in civics class. They did it because, ul-
timately, that structure of government 
was the surest way to protect the indi-
vidual liberty of the American people 
and to preserve and maintain the rule 
of law. 

I think disputes that we have regard-
ing what this particular President may 
do should not even be about him, per 
se, because that just gets lost in par-
tisanship back and forth. I think when 
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