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local political movements and work all back
channels to build and amplify support for the
SOFA in the coming weeks.

Look for a face-saving resolution. Karzai
clearly cares deeply about the SOFA, how-
ever misplaced his actions, so providing him
a graceful means of de-escalation is impor-
tant. While some policymakers have
staunchly insisted that Karzai must sign the
accord, sheer adamancy failed in the final
days of Iraq’s SOFA. Indeed, if Karzai is
seeking to prove his independence from
Washington, then publicly insisting that he
obey U.S. diktats is not necessarily helpful.
It would be better to look for a few rel-
atively harmless concessions to offer Karzai,
or frame discussions so as to allow him to
fall back upon the loya jirga’s decision.

But ultimately, the United States needs to
be ready to walk away. The aim of U.S. pol-
icy is not to keep troops in Afghanistan in-
definitely—the goal is to cooperate on secu-
rity in mutually beneficial and compara-
tively modest ways, and that can be done
without boots on the ground. If Karzai is un-
willing to accept reasonable terms that his
own negotiators and loya jirga have ap-
proved, then the United States should pre-
pare to protect its interests through other
means. At this point, the zero option is en-
tirely realistic and might even yield more fa-
vorable negotiating terms with Karzai’s suc-
cessor.

BENGHAZI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
marked the 15-month anniversary of
the Benghazi attack. Once again, an-
other anniversary has come and gone
with no new answers about what hap-
pened that night or just what so many
Americans, reportedly around two
dozen, were doing at a secret CIA base
in Benghazi to begin with.

Another anniversary has come and
gone with no new public hearings. By
my count, the last public hearing was
held on September 18, nearly 3 months
ago, and no new public hearings are
being held. The keyword is ‘‘public.”

But perhaps most important, another
anniversary has come and gone with
absolutely no one being held respon-
sible for the security and intelligence
failures leading up to the attack, and
no one has been brought to justice. And
despite several recent developments re-
lated to the Benghazi investigation,
practically nothing has been done in
Congress to address them.

First, we have recently learned that
CIA Director John Brennan distorted
the facts in letters to the House Intel-
ligence Committee and me when he
claimed that Benghazi survivors were
not made to sign new nondisclosure
agreements.

Another major development is a No-
vember 24 article published by
Breitbart reporting surprising new
comments by Kevin Kolbye, the FBI’s
lead investigator for Benghazi, who
stated for the first time that the FBI
arrived on the scene in Benghazi within
days, not weeks, of the attack. Accord-
ing to the article by Kerry Picket:

The Washington Post reported that while
the FBI had legats in Algiers and Cairo, a
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team of FBI investigators could not get into
Benghazi 2 days after the attack. Kolbye dis-
putes this. ‘““We were there,” he said.

Is Agent Kolbye correct? Was the FBI
secretly on the ground in Benghazi
within days of the attack? If so, why is
this being kept from the public? Once
again, the Congress should know and,
to my Kknowledge, has never asked
Agent Kolbye to testify.

Equally important, why is it that we
are learning additional comments be-
fore a paid audience of $400 a ticket?
You had to pay $400 to hear this guy
speak, but he has never spoken for free
to the American people. This is just
like when the American people heard
new information about that night from
retired General Ham when he appeared
at a big-ticket event in Aspen. The
American people did not hear. If you
paid the money in Aspen, you got to
hear. I guess there was no need to tell
the Congress and the public what hap-
pened that night since paid audiences
will hear through conferences, through
books, and maybe even a movie.

Finally, I return to my concerns first
raised on the House floor in July that
the large CIA base in Benghazi may
have been used to support covert oper-
ations with regard to Syria, including
the possible transfer of weapons col-
lected in Libya to Syrian rebels, pos-
sibly in coordination with third parties
of foreign countries, particularly Saudi
Arabia.

These concerns need to be addressed
now more than ever after reports yes-
terday that both the U.S. and the
United Kingdom have cut off support
to rebels in northern Syria along the
Turkish border after the Islamic front,
a coalition of jihadi extremist fighters,
overran bases run by the Free Syrian
Army and seized their weapons and re-
sources. According to a report from the
BBC yesterday, the U.S. and European
countries have reportedly facilitated
secret arms shipments to Syrian
rebels, allegedly including antiaircraft
weapons commonly referred to as
“MANPADS,” just like the weapons
collected in Libya over the last 2 years.

A separate Washington Post article
stated:

A covert CIA program providing lethal aid
to the rebels, consisting mostly of small
arms and ammunition channeled to southern
Syria through Jordan, would continue un-
changed.

It is particularly noteworthy that
during the same period of time the CIA
was operating in Benghazi and U.S.
weapons collection in Libya were un-
derway, respected national security re-
porter Mark Hosenball wrote August 1,
2012:

President Obama has signed a secret order
authorizing U.S. support for rebels seeking
to depose Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
and his government, U.S. sources familiar
with the matter said. Obama’s order, ap-
proved earlier this year and known as an in-
telligence ‘‘finding,” broadly permits the
CIA and other U.S. agencies to provide sup-
port that could help the rebels oust Assad.

Hosenball continued:

A U.S. Government source acknowledged
that under provisions of the Presidential
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finding, the United States was collaborating
with a secret command center operated by
Turkey and its allies. NBC said the shoulder-
fired missiles, also known as MANPADS, had
been delivered to the rebels via Turkey.

Are these the same secret arms ship-
ments that were just seized by the Is-
lamic extremists in northern Syria?
Have these weapons, transferred with
alleged U.S. covert support, been used
to Kkill innocent civilians, Christians,
and Muslims? Don’t the American peo-
ple have a right to know if their tax
dollars are being spent to supply Is-
lamic extremists with weapons to use
against Christians and Muslims? We
need a select committee. The current
process is not working.

It is time for the administration and the Con-
gress to say what the CIA was doing in
Benghazi and elsewhere around Syria.

A Wall Street Journal article from August
detailed just how closely Saudi Arabia was
working with the CIA to train and arm Syrian
rebels, despite some concerns that the weap-
ons could fall in the hands of the extremists.

It appears those concerns are coming true,
but the American people still aren’t being told
the truth about the U.S. role in arming the Syr-
ians and the role of the CIA base in Benghazi.

It's time for answers.

It's time for a select committee on Benghazi.

————
DO-NOTHING CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, this Republican-controlled Con-
gress has been one of the least produc-
tive Congresses in modern times. Re-
cently, the Speaker of the House actu-
ally said, ‘“We’ve done our work.”” This
year we passed only 56 bills. That is sad
and that is wrong. And this month, we
are in session here on this floor for
only 8 days.

Important issues continue to pile up,
unresolved and unanswered. And yet
tomorrow, we are getting ready to
leave for the rest of the year, even as
the Senate will continue to work on be-
half of the American people. The list of
what we have not done is much longer
than what we have passed. We need to
stay here and get the work of the
American people done.

We haven’t taken up a jobs and infra-
structure bill. We could do that next
week.

We have not passed a long-term budg-
et deal that tackles the big issues that
we face.

We have not voted on comprehensive
immigration reform, despite the fact
that a majority would support immi-
gration reform. All we need to do is
bring it to the floor. We could do that
next week.

We haven’t done our work to extend
unemployment compensation for 1.3
million Americans who will lose their
benefits on December 28, yet we are
going to leave this body having failed
to act to protect the livelihood of 1.3
million Americans. That is just wrong.

We haven’t considered raising the
minimum wage, despite the economic



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-25T18:20:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




