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have already been charged have been
convicted. Some received sentences up
to 20 years in prison.

Other major work from the office in-
cludes Operation Highlife, a major drug
trafficking investigation involving
more than 100 local, State, and Federal
law enforcement officers, resulting in
26 indictments, 25 guilty pleas, and sen-
tences up to 200 months in prison.

I would note that right now we are
experiencing—as they are in many
places around the country—a heroin
epidemic in Minnesota. Over 50 people
in Hennepin County died last year from
heroin overdoses. That is what we are
talking about.

We have a heroin epidemic, and then
we have to go home and tell the people
of our State that the Senate has not
yet confirmed a U.S. attorney.

He went through the committee
unanimously—not one objection. The
committee he was voted out of includes
a very diverse group of Senators, in-
cluding Senator CRUZ, Senator GRASS-
LEY, Senator CORNYN, and Senator
WHITEHOUSE.

I recommended Andrew Luger to the
President, and he was nominated. He
has the support of our Republican Con-
gressmen near the Twin Cities. Andrew
Luger went through that committee
without objection and deserves to be
voted on by this Senate.

Operation Brother’s Keeper is an-
other example of a successful inves-
tigation and prosecution of a RICO
case involving a regional 200-member
gang which took 22 dangerous crimi-
nals off the street.

Operation Malverde received national
attention and had a prosecution of 27
defendants associated with the Mexi-
can drug cartel—including the appre-
hension of the cartel’s regional lead-
er—with sentences as high as 20 years
in prison.

The office also recently prosecuted a
case involving a major synthetic drug
seller in Duluth, MN. This head shop
was a huge problem and a scourge in
the community. They went after it,
prosecuted the owner, and found
$700,000 in plastic bags hidden in his
bathroom, and they won that case.

These are just a few of the major
cases this office has worked on over the
last few years. It has been 890 days
since we had a full-time boss, which
was due, in part, to the delay in filling
the position of the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. It
took nearly 1 year for this body to act
on that nomination because this body
had not confirmed anyone for that full-
time job for 7 years.

After Operation Fast and Furious,
and the disaster with that case, it was
finally decided that we need a full-
time, confirmed Director at the ATF.
Our U.S. attorney agreed to work at
both jobs for 2 years and was finally
confirmed. We finally have a nominee,
and that person is now waiting. That is
how we get to 890 days without a full-
time boss.

The Senate has always served the
people of Minnesota well in making
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sure that our State has a U.S. attor-
ney. I think we need to continue that
tradition and honor the value our
Founding Fathers entrusted in this po-
sition.

It is time we vote on Mr. Luger’s
nomination. He is a dedicated public
servant whose breadth of experience
and strength of character and commit-
ment to justice makes him a well-
qualified candidate.

No one has questioned or shed any
doubt on his qualifications; that is not
the issue. Oftentimes that is an issue
with nominees, but that is not the
issue in this case. The issue is that we
simply—as we have in the past—al-
lowed a voice vote on these nomina-
tions. It has taken an average of 8 days
after coming out of the committee for
the District of Minnesota. The first
U.S. attorney for Minnesota took 2
days. We have now waited 890 days.

It is time to get this done.

I yield the floor and note the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WAR-
NER).

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REPEALING SECTION 403 OF THE
BIPARTISAN BUDGET ACT OF
2013—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
for regular order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion to proceed to S. 1963 is now pend-
ing.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
cloture motion at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 298, S. 1963, a bill to
repeal section 403 of the Bipartisan Budget
Act of 2013.

Harry Reid, Mark L. Pryor, Mark Begich,
Kay R. Hagan, Jeanne Shaheen, Jack
Reed, Brian Schatz, Christopher A.
Coons, Angus S. King, Jr., Bill Nelson,
Richard J. Durbin, Tim Kaine, Robert
P. Casey, Jr., Jeff Merkley, Debbie Sta-
benow, Barbara Boxer, Kirsten E. Gilli-
brand

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory
quorum required under rule XXII be
waived and the vote on the motion to
invoke cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed to this matter occur at 5:30 p.m.,
Monday, February 10.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. FRANK
CHEATHAM

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to an accom-
plished educator from the Common-
wealth of XKentucky. Dr. Frank
Cheatham is the senior vice president
for academic affairs and professor of
math and computer science at Camp-
bellsville University. His impending re-
tirement in December will conclude a
career of over 40 years devoted to
Christian higher education. Campbells-
ville University is an acclaimed univer-
sity in central Kentucky with more
than 3,600 students that prepares them
as Christian servant leaders for life-
long learning, continued scholarship,
and active participation in a diverse,
global society.

No more than 20 miles of country
road separates Frank’s birthplace of
Merrimac, KY, from the campus on
which he has spent the majority of his
life as both a student and a professor.
Dr. Cheatham was born on February 3,
1943, to Gladys and the late Jeff
Cheatham. Of his eight siblings, four
went on to become teachers, including
his brother, Don, who also teaches at
Campbellsville.

Dr. Cheatham wields an impressive
arsenal of post-secondary degrees.
After completing his undergraduate
studies at Campbellsville in 1965, he
continued to earn a master of science
from Tennessee Technological Univer-
sity, his Ph.D. in mathematics from
the University of Kentucky, and a sec-
ond master of science in computer
science education from the University
of Evansville.

Dr. Cheatham began his career teach-
ing math and biology at Taylor County
High School in 1965. He then served as
a teaching assistant at Tennessee Tech
and the University of Kentucky and as
an assistant professor at Campbell Col-
lege in North Carolina before landing
at Campbellsville University in August
of 1973. Ever since then, save for a sin-
gle year of leave during which he
taught at Western Kentucky Univer-
sity, Dr. Cheatham has taught math
and computer science at Campbells-
ville. In 1999, he was offered and accept-
ed the position of senior vice president
for academic affairs. The university’s
president, Dr. Michael V. Carter, re-
calls that it was ‘‘the very first deci-
sion I made after becoming president.”

Dr. Cheatham’s excellence as an edu-
cator needs no validation aside from
the many successes and accomplish-
ments of his students. Nevertheless, he
has been honored for his service at
Campbellsville University time and
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