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Lake Elbert, and within a decade, the campus 
had expanded to accommodate the growing 
student population and academic program of-
ferings. 

Today, Polk State College serves more than 
20,000 students of which 95% are Polk Coun-
ty residents. It is a multi-campus institution of-
fering four-year degrees, including a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing and a Bachelor of Ap-
plied Science in Supervision and Manage-
ment. Further expansions are planned for Polk 
State in 2014, including the Polk State Center 
for Public Safety in Winter Haven. 

I applaud Polk State College for their com-
mitment to education and invaluable contribu-
tions to our community. Go Eagles! As their 
motto declares, Polk State College is ‘‘the per-
fect place to soar.’’ 
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HONORING SIX OUTSTANDING 
GRADUATES TO RECEIVE FUL-
BRIGHT AWARDS 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor six outstanding graduates 
in Florida’s 22nd District who have been se-
lected to receive prestigious Fulbright awards 
to study, lecture, teach, or conduct research 
abroad during the 2013–2014 academic year. 
All of them were selected on the basis of aca-
demic or professional achievement, as well as 
demonstrated leadership potential in their 
fields. 

The awardees are the following: Asma Aftab 
of the University of Miami, Jack Armstrong of 
Broward Community College, Anne Fertig of 
Rollins College, Debra Reyes-Brannon, also of 
Rollins College, Alicia Richardson of Florida 
State University, and Usar Suragarn of Florida 
Atlantic University. 

These individuals are continuing a tradition 
of international exchange and mutual under-
standing that began in 1946, when Congress 
established the Fulbright Program. I would like 
to congratulate them on such a remarkable 
accomplishment and wish them the best of 
luck in their endeavors abroad. 
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THE SENSIBLE ESTATE TAX ACT 
OF 2014 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Sensible Estate Tax Act of 
2014. This legislation offers a thoughtful, com-
prehensive approach to reforming our estate 
tax system that is supported by voters across 
all income levels. As America comes out of 
one of the worst recessions in its history, this 
Congress must carefully consider all sources 
of revenue that are not only effective, but fair 
and equitable. This estate tax embodies those 
values. 

The past decade of failed tax policies have 
killed jobs and resulted in significant income 
and wealth disparity in this country. The prom-
ise and strength of America lies in a system 

that benefits everyone. These tax policies 
have steered us away from this promise and 
crippled the American economy. The middle 
class continues to shrink as more and more 
wealth flows to the top—and this country’s 
current tax system makes this unfairness 
worse. The current estate tax policy is the 
poster child for the unfairness we all see. 

That is why I am introducing this legislation. 
This bill will bring the estate tax back to the 
rates and exemptions from before the Bush 
tax cuts—a time when this country experi-
enced continued prosperity and budget sur-
pluses. 

Specifically, the Sensible Estate Tax Act of 
2014 will return the top marginal rate to 55% 
and lower the exemption for individuals to $1 
million. Estate tax loopholes are also ad-
dressed, including a 10-year minimum on 
grantor retained annuity trusts, limitations on 
the generation skipping transfer trust exemp-
tion, and rules for consistent basis reporting. 

Succeeding financially in life is a wonderful 
American right and the families of wealthy 
people should benefit from that good fortune. 
But no one gets wealthy on their own. Finan-
cial success for any American is achieved by 
using the roads, schools, and public services 
that all Americans pay for. It is only fair that 
they reinvest in the country that provided them 
with so much opportunity. 
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RECOGNIZING THE EFFORTS OF 
LAKE COUNTY RISING TO END 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
AROUND THE WORLD 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
because Lake County, Illinois is rising. Lake 
County has joined One Billion Rising around 
the world to stand up for justice, equality and 
women’s rights. 

This initiative started two years ago because 
the United Nations reported that one-in-three 
women will be victims of rape or other gender- 
based violence in their lifetimes. 

That tragic statistic is simply unacceptable. 
That is why the global community has joined 
together to rise up to end this violence and 
work towards equality and justice for all. 

This February 14th, one billion, in more than 
200 countries, will rise, and I am most proud 
that Lake County will join this historic effort 
and rise up for justice. 

One Billion Rising celebrates the empower-
ment of women and girls around the world, 
bringing people together in a joyous expres-
sion of freedom and strength. 

Around the world, one billion people stood 
up last year and danced in support of justice. 
And true justice must include all facets of life: 
at home; at work; before the law; and every-
where else in society. 

Every woman and girl deserves the freedom 
and confidence to live free, absent of fear. 

Perhaps the single most effective tool in this 
campaign for justice is education. Education is 
how we improve our lives, and how we help 
others improve theirs. Education allows 
women and girls throughout the world to rise 
up and achieve their full potential. 

Mr. Speaker, these committed men and 
women of Lake County have shown an inspir-

ing dedication and resolve to stand for justice. 
I thank everyone involved in this year’s cele-
bration for their work and for showing that 
Lake County is strong, Lake County is com-
mitted, Lake County is rising! 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
have my votes recorded on the House floor on 
Monday, February 10, 2014. Winter weather in 
the Midwest delayed my flight out of Min-
neapolis. Had I been present, I would have 
voted in favor of H.R. 2431 (rollcall No. 55), in 
favor of H. Res. 447 (rollcall No. 56), and in 
favor of the Journal Vote (rollcall No. 57). 
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HONORING SCOTT DANIEL BYBEE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. 
Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause to recognize 

Scott Daniel Bybee. Scott is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 177, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Scott has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Scott has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Scott 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Scott planned and led his 
troop in a tree-planting project in conjunction 
with the United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Scott Daniel Bybee for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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RECOGNIZING VFW POST 7327 AND 
THE 2014 AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Springfield Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 7327 and the recipients of its 2014 
Annual Awards. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW, traces 
its beginnings to 1899 when veterans of the 
Spanish American War established local orga-
nizations to bring awareness to their service 
and to advocate for veterans’ retirement bene-
fits and improved medical care. Annually, the 
nearly 2 million members of the VFW and its 
Auxiliaries contribute more than 8.6 million 
hours of volunteerism in the community, in-
cluding participation in Make A Difference Day 
and National Volunteer Week. 
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