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child’s career path takes them through 
a 4-year college. It is necessary to pro-
vide opportunities for them to learn 
skills to apply for a job either right 
after graduation or through further 
certification. 

Career technical education teaches 
general employment skills and teaches 
skills required in specific occupations 
or careers. It can provide young people 
with confidence to focus on a career 
path. 

Many occupations taught at voca-
tional schools are in high demand, such 
as nursing, business administration, 
culinary arts, automotive mainte-
nance, software programming, and en-
gineering technology. 

Our labor market is evolving and 
placing greater emphasis on high-tech 
skills. To ensure vocational training 
keeps pace with these changes, we 
should encourage private industries to 
partner with vocational schools to 
identify emerging job markets and 
have students trained to fill these jobs. 

By investing in career technical edu-
cation we can ensure that more Ameri-
cans have secure career opportunities 
after graduation. 

f 

END THE TAX ON U.S. OLYMPIC 
CHAMPIONS 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MESSER. Madam Speaker, there 
is almost nothing Uncle Sam won’t 
tax. You get hit at the grocery store, 
the gas pump, and your paycheck. You 
even get taxed when you die. 

Now, as the eyes of the world are on 
Sochi, Uncle Sam’s eyes are on yet an-
other way to collect: U.S. Olympians. 

Believe it or not, our men and women 
who bring home the gold, silver, or 
bronze are taxed on the value of the 
medals they earn and their minimal 
winnings while representing our coun-
try on the world stage. That is not 
okay. 

Competing on the U.S. Olympic team 
is an achievement that should be cele-
brated, not taxed. That is why I have 
cosponsored the Tax Exemptions for 
American Medalists Act. It prevents 
Olympic athletes from paying taxes on 
their winnings. Our Federal Govern-
ment shouldn’t penalize them for per-
forming at their best. 

We need broad-based tax reform. In 
the meantime, I encourage my col-
leagues to support the TEAM Act and 
end this undue tax on our Olympians. 

f 
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THE END OF SNOW 

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, 
there was a deeply troubling story this 
Sunday in The New York Times, enti-
tled, ‘‘The End of Snow.’’ 

Like all of you, I have been cheering 
on our Olympians in Sochi, particu-

larly in the snow-related events. But as 
this article notes, climate change is 
threatening the very concept of Winter 
Olympics and snow sports in general. 

Current models project a 7-degree 
rise in global temperatures by the year 
2100, leaving winters drier and our 
mountains bare of snow. Of the 19 cit-
ies that have hosted Winter Olympics, 
only 10 might still be cold enough by 
2050 to host them again. 

Warmer winters and less snow will be 
disastrous to the United States’ $66 bil-
lion ski industry. Until this weekend, 
California had just 12 percent of its av-
erage snowpack. Thankfully, it snowed 
in the Sierras, bringing some needed 
relief. 

But one snowstorm in California and 
another on the east coast does not 
solve our bigger, long-term climate cri-
sis. Climate change will impact our 
lives in every way. Let’s get to work. 
Let’s reduce greenhouse gases and pre-
vent the worst impacts of climate 
change. 

f 

THE TRAIN WRECK OF 
OBAMACARE 

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARRIS. Madam Speaker, the 
train wreck of the President’s health 
care reform just continues. 

This week, there have been two de-
velopments: the first one, the CBO an-
nouncing their study that shows that 
21⁄2 million full-time equivalents—that 
is, jobs—will be eliminated from the 
economy by ObamaCare; and yester-
day, the President finally recognized 
that ObamaCare, in fact, destroys jobs 
and will delay the bill’s mandate to 
buy insurance, but only for corpora-
tions, not for hardworking American 
families. 

Madam Speaker, you don’t get to 
keep your policy. You don’t get to keep 
your doctor. Now you don’t get to keep 
your job. America deserves better. 

f 

TWIN PRIME NUMBERS 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to talk about twin prime 
numbers. Twin primes are two prime 
numbers separated by a single number, 
like 11 and 13, or 17 and 19. The ques-
tion is, Are there an infinite number of 
twin primes? It was the general con-
sensus of the mathematical community 
until just recently that that question 
was beyond the capability of our cur-
rent mathematical community. 

However, there have been some stun-
ning advances on this problem in the 
last few years. In particular, last May, 
with the help of an online collaborative 
project, mathematicians pioneered new 
methods for addressing this problem 
with a huge breakthrough from Tom 
Zhang at the University of New Hamp-

shire. We now know that there are an 
infinite number of prime number pairs 
separated by amounts smaller than 270. 

While the twin prime problem itself 
is still unsolved, mathematicians are 
hopeful that this year they can reduce 
the separation from 270 to less than 100. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR THE A–10 AND 
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT 

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of the A–10 
and close air support for our 
warfighters. 

Hundreds of brave Americans are 
alive today because of the performance 
of the A–10 in Iraq and Afghanistan. I 
agree with Army Chief of Staff General 
Raymond Odierno, who said in an 
SASC hearing, ‘‘The A–10 is the best 
close air support platform we have 
today.’’ Even Air Force Chief of Staff 
General Mark Welsh has said the A–10 
‘‘is the best airplane in the world at 
what it does.’’ 

The Air Force should not retire the 
A–10 before its replacement reaches 
full operational capability. Otherwise, 
it will result in a close air support gap 
that will put our ground troops at in-
creased risk. 

There is no greater responsibility 
than ensuring our men and women in 
uniform have the support they need to 
accomplish their missions and return 
home safely. Premature divestment of 
the A–10 by the Air Force would create 
a dangerous close air support capa-
bility gap that could unnecessarily en-
danger American servicemembers in 
future conflicts. 

f 

FAIR MINIMUM WAGE ACT 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of raising the 
minimum wage and passing H.R. 1010, 
the Fair Minimum Wage Act, which 
would give approximately 28 million 
Americans an overdue pay raise, pro-
mote economic growth, and strengthen 
the middle class. 

In America, if you work hard and 
play by the rules, you should be able to 
provide for your family and provide 
them with a decent quality of life. But 
for about 4.6 million Americans living 
in poverty, this is not the case. 

It has been 5 years since those work-
ing for the minimum wage have seen 
an increase in the minimum wage and, 
according to one study, the minimum 
wage today is worth $2 less than in 
1968. This is shameful, and we have the 
responsibility to address growing in-
come inequality by increasing the min-
imum wage immediately. 

Unfortunately, some of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
oppose this commonsense legislation, 
arguing that it will hurt jobs. But as 
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