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enrichment capability in the hands of
the Iranian regime for the purpose of
face saving, supposedly. We should not
worry about allowing the Iranians to
save face, given what they have done to
our soldiers in Iraq, the amount of ter-
rorism they have spread throughout
the world, and the way they have be-
haved. I am not in the face-saving busi-
ness when it comes to Iran. I am in
protecting America’s national security
interest business.

I do not mind the Iranians having a
nuclear power program for peaceful
purposes, as long as you control the
fuel cycle. But if they want more than
that, that tells you all you need to
know about what their ambitions are.

I say to my colleagues on the other
side: If you allow any enrichment capa-
bility left in the hands of the Shia Per-
sians in Iran, the Sunni Arabs are
going to insist on a like capability.
And I am here to tell you if you want
to turn the Mideast into the ultimate
powder keg, allow the Iranians to have
an enrichment program. Because every
Sunni Arab nation that can afford one
will want a like program. If you think
you can allow the Iranians to enrich
uranium and the Sunni Arabs will sit
on the sidelines and do nothing, you
don’t understand the Mideast. If you
want to set the world on the road to
Armageddon, that will be the end of
nonproliferation in the Mideast. The
interim deal is a bad deal for the world,
according to the Prime Minister, and a
great deal for Iran. The Prime Minister
of Israel is right.

If this administration is contem-
plating a final agreement that does not
remove all the highly enriched ura-
nium in Iran, consistent with the U.N.
resolution, it is making a mistake for
the ages. If this administration is
going to sign on to a deal that allows
enrichment to continue in Iran, where
they now have a class of centrifuges
that can take less than 5 percent ura-
nium and spin it up to 90 percent, that
will be a mistake for the ages.

This is North Korea in the making.
But unlike North Korea, where they
eventually went nuclear after the
international community, through in-
spections and sanctions, tried to stop
their program, Japan and South Korea
have yet to feel the need to obtain a
nuclear weapon to counter the North
Koreans. I can assure you the Sunni
Arab nations in the Mideast will not
put themselves in that position. All
you have to do is ask them.

I challenge every Member of this
body to get on the phone and call the
major Sunni Arab states and ask them
a simple question: If the Iranians are
allowed to enrich, will you insist on
the same right? See what they tell you.

We have a chance here, if we are
smart, to reset the table before these
sanctions completely crumble, and
they are. If you think you can wait 6
months, have them completely crum-
ble and reimpose sanctions, you are
kidding yourself, because the world is
not going to go down that road.
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What will happen if this negotiation
with Iran fails to deliver what I think
is the right outcome—a peaceful nu-
clear power program without any capa-
bility to make a nuclear weapon—I
think the people throughout the region
are going to respond forcefully and in
kind and our friends in Israel and the
world are hurt.

Can Israel tolerate the ayatollahs in
Iran having the ability to develop a nu-
clear weapon and the only thing be-
tween the State of Israel’s security is a
bunch of U.N. inspectors? Now think
about that. Would you put America’s
national security at risk, and the only
thing between a hostile nation having
a nuclear weapon and threatening to
wipe us off the map and success is a
bunch of U.N. inspectors? How well did
that work in North Korea? That is not
a viable outcome.

We have to stop this program com-
pletely. It must be dismantled, not
mothballed. It has to be dismantled. If
the Iranians want a nuclear powerplant
for peaceful purposes, they can have
one as long as somebody responsible
controls the fuel cycle.

We are headed toward a disaster if we
don’t act pretty quickly. I don’t mean
to be so dire, but look at the Mideast.
Look at the Syrian effort to contain
the Syrian chemical weapons program.
These thuggish regimes are not going
to turn over the advantages they have
until the regime itself is threatened. I
believe the Iranians, after Syria, do not
believe anymore that our country has
the will to use military force as a last
resort to stop their nuclear program.
No matter what President Obama says,
his actions speak far louder than his
words. We could change things if the
Congress would impose new sanctions,
bipartisan in nature. It would actually
allow the administration some lever-
age they do not have today.

The reason for the bipartisan bill, as
in the Burr alternative to the Sanders
bill, is that many of us believe now
that time is not on our side. And to my
friends on the other side, I hate the
fact we have now split on what to do
about Iran and how to impose sanc-
tions. I have enjoyed, as much as any-
thing in my entire time in the Senate,
working with my Democratic and Re-
publican colleagues to craft policies de-
signed to get the right answer when it
comes to the Iranian nuclear threat.
But we are now in a different spot.

As much as I hate it, I feel com-
pelled, from my point of view, to use
every opportunity this body presents
to bring up the issue. If you do not be-
lieve the sanctions are crumbling, I
would love to hear your explanation as
to why they are still working, given
the information that is overwhelming.

So I hope in the coming days we can
regain that bipartisanship. The major-
ity leader, several months ago, prom-
ised a vote on Iran sanctions if we
could find a bipartisan bill. He made
that promise, and I will quote that
later in the week. What has happened
between then and now is the President
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has weighed in. He has tried to lock his
party down and he has threatened to
veto this sanctions bill.

Now is not the time to turn the Sen-
ate over to the Obama administration,
which does not have a very good track
record when it comes to policing the
Mideast. Actually, we are helping
them, whether they believe it or not.
The last thing I want is a conflict any-
where in the world that can be avoided,
but here are our choices: If the negotia-
tions fail, Israel will not stand for a
nuclear-capable Iran. If you attack
Iran, you open Pandora’s box and many
bad things can happen.

I can tell you this, if there is a war
between us and Iran, they lose, we win.
This is not much of a debate militarily.
But it is always a terrible thing to go
to war unless you absolutely have to.
So if the Iranians believe we are seri-
ous about sanctions and we are serious
about using military force as a last re-
sort, we may actually still get the
right answer.

If they don’t believe that, we are put-
ting Israel and our allies in a terrible
spot. If the Iranian program survives
these negotiations and they march to-
ward a nuclear weapon as the North
Koreans did, if the U.N. inspections fail
and they achieve their goal of a nu-
clear weapon, then we have emptied
Pandora’s box, because every Sunni
Arab state will follow in kind. Then
only God knows what happens next. We
have a chance to avoid that.

But Israel will never stand for the
proposition that the only thing be-
tween the ayatollahs having a nuclear
weapon and the State of Israel’s sur-
vival is a bunch of U.N. inspectors try-
ing to control a program with a live ca-
pability; and Sunni Arab states will
not allow the Iranians to enrich with-
out them claiming an equal right. All
this can be avoided if we act decisively.
But if we continue to wait and allow
the sanctions to crumble, God help us
all.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO ED KOREN

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, late
this week, Vermont will recognize the
noteworthy legacy of Ed Koren, who
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was recently named Vermont’s second
Cartoonist Laureate. A resident of
Brookfield, VT, Mr. Koren is best
known nationally for his distinctive
creature cartoons that appear in the
New Yorker. His work has also been
featured in many other publications.

Mr. Koren grew up in Mount Vernon,
NY, and attended Columbia University,
where he first began sketching car-
toons for the university’s magazine.
Encouraged by a favorable review of
one of his earliest works, Mr. Koren
then dedicated himself to drawing in-
vestigative and satirical cartoons. His
hard work, quick wit, and unique social
commentary are evidenced in his work.
In true Vermont tradition, he has also
found the time to volunteer as a fire-
fighter in his small community for the
past 26 years.

I am proud to recognize Ed Koren’s
achievement as Vermont’s Cartoon
Laureate. The Vermont Digger re-
cently published a profile of this ac-
complished man who has adopted
Vermont as his home that captures all
that is so unique about his character
and creativity. I ask that the article,
“Cartoonist Ed Koren earns a Vermont
laurel, but don’t expect him to rest on
it,”” be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Vermont Digger, Feb. 16, 2014]
THIS STATE: CARTOONIST ED KOREN EARNS A

VERMONT LAUREL, BUT DON'T EXPECT HIM

TO REST ON IT

(By Andrew Nemethy)

From his rambling 1840s farmhouse in
Brookfield in central Vermont, Ed Koren
looks out on Sunset Lake and a quintessen-
tial Vermont village whose famed floating
bridge is an icon of the state. But as a car-
toonist, Koren’s off-beat, pinballing mind is
focused on a different view, as he scans the
strange landscape of human foibles, fads, so-
cial mores and culture. It’s a scene that has
sustained him for more than five decades.

“There’s something always new, or quirky
or nutty or outrageous,” he says, describing
the lode of material that keeps inspiring his
cartoons. ‘“To me, it never ends, and it’s
great for that.”

By a cranial alchemy that even he is hard-
pressed to explain, what he sees out in the
world gets distilled into cartoons populated
by fuzzy big-beaked creatures and captions
that capture the essence of whatever tickled
his perceptive fancy. What emerges in his
cartoons is at once universal but also
artisanal and localvore because of the set-
tings, which reflect the terroir of his adopted
state. Take a recent New Yorker cartoon
whose locale was instantly recognizable to
any patron of the Three Penny Taproom in
Montpelier, from the layout to the bartender
to the list of beers, which included ‘‘Curtis
India Pale Ale” (his wife’s name is Curtis)
“Onion River Saison’ and ‘“Camel’s Hump
Imperial Stout.”

“I kind of bring it home,” he says simply.
“It’s like a tribute to friends. It’s capturing
what I like about living here.”

It’s entirely fitting, then, that on Feb. 27,
Koren will be recognized as Vermont’s Car-
toonist Laureate at the Statehouse, and will
give a talk at the Center for Cartoon Studies
in White River Junction, which nominated
him for the award. (Burlington’s James
Kolchalka was the first.)
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Koren is honored and, typically, quick to
riff humorously about the nomination,
quipping that he may have to wear a neck
brace. ‘“‘It’s a weighty thing,” he says of the
honor and a potential swelled head. He then
dredges up a quote from his literary mind,
attributed to politician and UN ambassador
Adlai Stevenson: ‘“‘Flattery is all right so
long as you don’t inhale.”

Truth is, there’s little danger of flattery
going to his head. Koren lives a well-ground-
ed rural life in Brookfield: For 26 years he
has served in the volunteer fire department,
a job he loves, though he admits at 78, haul-
ing hoses and pouring water on house fires,
the ‘“‘real grunt work,” is beyond his capac-
ity today.

“I'm getting to be too old,” he says.

When it comes to cartoons, few artists
have a style as distinctive and easily rec-
ognizable as Koren’s squiggly creatures,
which have appeared all over Vermont, his
donation to nonprofits and other organiza-
tions he deems worthy. Koren himself is
small-beaked and not very large, with a
bushy gray mustache, a frequent twinkle in
his eye and a sprightly gait that reflects his
exercise pursuits, which range seasonally
from cross-country skiing to biking and pad-
dling. He’s famed for exercising daily, which
he says refreshes his mind and his sense of
the beauty in the world.

Imagine a lean, fit fatherly elf with a
curmudgeonly tinge, and you’re not far off
(though it’s more grandfatherly these days,
thanks to grandkids from his first marriage).
He now lives with his wife Curtis and an el-
derly Siamese feline named Catmandu.

Koren, who was raised in Mount Vernon,
N.Y., was doing a teaching gig in graphic
arts at Brown University when Vermont
beckoned and he moved here permanently.

““I fell into this house in Brookfield from a
year-old copy of Country Journal,” he ex-
plains. He saw an ad for the house in the
magazine, checked it out, fell in love with its
village location, and, while living in New
York City, bought the place in 1978 as a sec-
ond home.

His ties to the Green Mountains go much
further back, however, to his teens when he
attended a summer theater camp in
Waitsfield. The lush landscape and way of
life was beguiling. ‘“Like a lot of Kkids, it
stays with you,” he says.

While Vermont offers fodder and settings
for his cartoons, he admits to living a yin
and yang existence. ‘‘I've always been a New
Yorker because I've spent so much of my life
there. I'm at a heart a city guy, but I'm at
heart a country guy,” he says. And like
many a Vermont country guy, he’s now, in
mid-February, admitting to being weary of
winter as he lugs in firewood from the shed
to keep his Vermont Castings stove going
and his house warm.

Koren was drawn to the arts early. As a
kid, he was inspired to draw by Al Capp’s Li’l
Abner, especially the simple lovable cartoon
characters known as ‘‘Shmoos.”” He began
drawing cartoons in the mid-1950s at Colum-
bia University for the college humor maga-
zine, ‘‘Jester,” and then went on to study
graphic arts in Paris and to receive an MFA
from Pratt Institute. He was feeling tugged
in several career directions—city planning,
architecture, and graphic arts—when a
“‘kindly response’” from The New Yorker
about looking at his cartoons put his future
on course.

Koren landed in the magazine’s pages in its
literary heyday when the legendary William
Shawn was editor. His illustrations and car-
toons began appearing in The New York
Times, Time and Newsweek magazines, as
well as in ads for financial publications and
Fortune 500 companies, and in a wide range
of books. Always a freelance artist, for a
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number of years in the late 1990s he fell out
of favor at the New Yorker (it was ‘‘an unre-
liable family member’’) but now seems to be
back in the magazine’s cartoon graces.

Koren is vague in describing how he came
up with the creatures in his cartoons, which
he roughs out and then refines in a lengthy
process using pen and ink on large pieces of
art paper measuring about two feet on each
side. Those squiggly lined creatures of his
just sort of happened, he says, explaining his
style had a ‘“‘lax way of evolving” and that
he ‘“‘wasn’t trying to do any of what I
achieved.”

Koren draws in a spacious and cluttered
studio at one end of his house, with two ta-
bles, stacks of books and walls pinned with
illustrations, hand-written quotes and
mementoes. Underneath one table is a bank
of 40 drawers that hold decades of his life in
pen and ink.

“I save everything. I'm a pack rat. I hate
to throw things away,” he admits.

As for his captions, which often nail smug
and self-important people and modern life in
general, he says he keeps his ears open ‘‘like
two giant antennas,” especially when he is
visiting New York City. At home he reads a
lot and listens to radio (WDEV, VPR and
NHPR.)

Does he ever think of retiring? ‘“‘Never!” he
says, recoiling at the idea. Besides, human-
ity is constantly providing inflated egos to
puncture and trends to lampoon.

“It’s part of my life. If I didn’t do that,
what would I do?”’ he asks.

TRIBUTE TO DAVID RUBENSTEIN

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, in re-
cent years, as difficult budget ques-
tions have beset the debate in Wash-
ington about how best to rein in spend-
ing while meeting our shared respon-
sibilities to Americans, our commu-
nities, and the world, our Nation’s
treasures—from the monuments that
dot the National Mall to the historic
relics that line the halls of the Smith-
sonian museums—have had to shore up
spending and face the reality that the
government simply can’t foot the bill
the way it used to.

Tough decisions in Washington have
led many with the means to increase
their charitable giving, but none com-
pare to the generosity of David
Rubenstein, businessman, family man,
philanthropist. He is also a friend to
many. But most importantly, he is a
friend to many of America’s national
treasures. I cherish his friendship.

You need not walk far in Washington
to find Mr. Rubenstein’s mark. I hear
often from Vermonters who have come
to Washington, for work or a family
vacation, who visit such iconic places
as the National Zoo, the Kennedy Cen-
ter, the Library of Congress, and, of
course, the Smithsonians. All bear
some sign of Mr. Rubenstein’s gen-
erosity.

The New York Times recently fea-
tured a profile of this man and what he
calls ‘“‘patriotic giving.” I ask unani-
mous consent that a copy of that pro-
file be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordred to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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