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enrichment capability in the hands of
the Iranian regime for the purpose of
face saving, supposedly. We should not
worry about allowing the Iranians to
save face, given what they have done to
our soldiers in Iraq, the amount of ter-
rorism they have spread throughout
the world, and the way they have be-
haved. I am not in the face-saving busi-
ness when it comes to Iran. I am in
protecting America’s national security
interest business.

I do not mind the Iranians having a
nuclear power program for peaceful
purposes, as long as you control the
fuel cycle. But if they want more than
that, that tells you all you need to
know about what their ambitions are.

I say to my colleagues on the other
side: If you allow any enrichment capa-
bility left in the hands of the Shia Per-
sians in Iran, the Sunni Arabs are
going to insist on a like capability.
And I am here to tell you if you want
to turn the Mideast into the ultimate
powder keg, allow the Iranians to have
an enrichment program. Because every
Sunni Arab nation that can afford one
will want a like program. If you think
you can allow the Iranians to enrich
uranium and the Sunni Arabs will sit
on the sidelines and do nothing, you
don’t understand the Mideast. If you
want to set the world on the road to
Armageddon, that will be the end of
nonproliferation in the Mideast. The
interim deal is a bad deal for the world,
according to the Prime Minister, and a
great deal for Iran. The Prime Minister
of Israel is right.

If this administration is contem-
plating a final agreement that does not
remove all the highly enriched ura-
nium in Iran, consistent with the U.N.
resolution, it is making a mistake for
the ages. If this administration is
going to sign on to a deal that allows
enrichment to continue in Iran, where
they now have a class of centrifuges
that can take less than 5 percent ura-
nium and spin it up to 90 percent, that
will be a mistake for the ages.

This is North Korea in the making.
But unlike North Korea, where they
eventually went nuclear after the
international community, through in-
spections and sanctions, tried to stop
their program, Japan and South Korea
have yet to feel the need to obtain a
nuclear weapon to counter the North
Koreans. I can assure you the Sunni
Arab nations in the Mideast will not
put themselves in that position. All
you have to do is ask them.

I challenge every Member of this
body to get on the phone and call the
major Sunni Arab states and ask them
a simple question: If the Iranians are
allowed to enrich, will you insist on
the same right? See what they tell you.

We have a chance here, if we are
smart, to reset the table before these
sanctions completely crumble, and
they are. If you think you can wait 6
months, have them completely crum-
ble and reimpose sanctions, you are
kidding yourself, because the world is
not going to go down that road.
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What will happen if this negotiation
with Iran fails to deliver what I think
is the right outcome—a peaceful nu-
clear power program without any capa-
bility to make a nuclear weapon—I
think the people throughout the region
are going to respond forcefully and in
kind and our friends in Israel and the
world are hurt.

Can Israel tolerate the ayatollahs in
Iran having the ability to develop a nu-
clear weapon and the only thing be-
tween the State of Israel’s security is a
bunch of U.N. inspectors? Now think
about that. Would you put America’s
national security at risk, and the only
thing between a hostile nation having
a nuclear weapon and threatening to
wipe us off the map and success is a
bunch of U.N. inspectors? How well did
that work in North Korea? That is not
a viable outcome.

We have to stop this program com-
pletely. It must be dismantled, not
mothballed. It has to be dismantled. If
the Iranians want a nuclear powerplant
for peaceful purposes, they can have
one as long as somebody responsible
controls the fuel cycle.

We are headed toward a disaster if we
don’t act pretty quickly. I don’t mean
to be so dire, but look at the Mideast.
Look at the Syrian effort to contain
the Syrian chemical weapons program.
These thuggish regimes are not going
to turn over the advantages they have
until the regime itself is threatened. I
believe the Iranians, after Syria, do not
believe anymore that our country has
the will to use military force as a last
resort to stop their nuclear program.
No matter what President Obama says,
his actions speak far louder than his
words. We could change things if the
Congress would impose new sanctions,
bipartisan in nature. It would actually
allow the administration some lever-
age they do not have today.

The reason for the bipartisan bill, as
in the Burr alternative to the Sanders
bill, is that many of us believe now
that time is not on our side. And to my
friends on the other side, I hate the
fact we have now split on what to do
about Iran and how to impose sanc-
tions. I have enjoyed, as much as any-
thing in my entire time in the Senate,
working with my Democratic and Re-
publican colleagues to craft policies de-
signed to get the right answer when it
comes to the Iranian nuclear threat.
But we are now in a different spot.

As much as I hate it, I feel com-
pelled, from my point of view, to use
every opportunity this body presents
to bring up the issue. If you do not be-
lieve the sanctions are crumbling, I
would love to hear your explanation as
to why they are still working, given
the information that is overwhelming.

So I hope in the coming days we can
regain that bipartisanship. The major-
ity leader, several months ago, prom-
ised a vote on Iran sanctions if we
could find a bipartisan bill. He made
that promise, and I will quote that
later in the week. What has happened
between then and now is the President
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has weighed in. He has tried to lock his
party down and he has threatened to
veto this sanctions bill.

Now is not the time to turn the Sen-
ate over to the Obama administration,
which does not have a very good track
record when it comes to policing the
Mideast. Actually, we are helping
them, whether they believe it or not.
The last thing I want is a conflict any-
where in the world that can be avoided,
but here are our choices: If the negotia-
tions fail, Israel will not stand for a
nuclear-capable Iran. If you attack
Iran, you open Pandora’s box and many
bad things can happen.

I can tell you this, if there is a war
between us and Iran, they lose, we win.
This is not much of a debate militarily.
But it is always a terrible thing to go
to war unless you absolutely have to.
So if the Iranians believe we are seri-
ous about sanctions and we are serious
about using military force as a last re-
sort, we may actually still get the
right answer.

If they don’t believe that, we are put-
ting Israel and our allies in a terrible
spot. If the Iranian program survives
these negotiations and they march to-
ward a nuclear weapon as the North
Koreans did, if the U.N. inspections fail
and they achieve their goal of a nu-
clear weapon, then we have emptied
Pandora’s box, because every Sunni
Arab state will follow in kind. Then
only God knows what happens next. We
have a chance to avoid that.

But Israel will never stand for the
proposition that the only thing be-
tween the ayatollahs having a nuclear
weapon and the State of Israel’s sur-
vival is a bunch of U.N. inspectors try-
ing to control a program with a live ca-
pability; and Sunni Arab states will
not allow the Iranians to enrich with-
out them claiming an equal right. All
this can be avoided if we act decisively.
But if we continue to wait and allow
the sanctions to crumble, God help us
all.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO ED KOREN

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, late
this week, Vermont will recognize the
noteworthy legacy of Ed Koren, who
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